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| To the Rio HoxouRaBLE 
E DW AR D, 
Lord Viſcount Cornbury, &c. 


Baron Cr.irron of Leighton- 
Bromſwould ; 


Som and Hzir-APpaRENT of 


EDwanp Earl of Clarendon, Cee: 


=" My LoxD, 
3 Formerly preſented Your Lordſhip with 
2 1 the Firſt Volume of this Book, and 
for the ſame Reaſon I now preſent 
it again entire in all its Parts to You, be- 
cauſe it was made fe for Jon, I mean, for 
Gentlemen f Tour Noble Charafter ; and 
becauſe, I believe, the peruſal of it will 
both profit and delight Tou: But more 
eſpecially, My Lord, I make Jou 4 Pre- 
ſent of it, to give Tour Lordſhip an Aſ- 


ſurance of the unfeigned Defires 1 hawe, 
A 2 that 


The DEDICATION, 


that Tou ſoould be Good, as well as 
Great, and to teſtify thereby to the World, 
the great Reſpett I have for your Noble 
Family; of which Your Lordſhip cannot 
fail to be the great Ornament, as well as 
the Glory of Tour Country, i you take 
this Book for Tour Companion, and Eu- 
ſebius, the Noble Author of it, for your 
Guide. : 

My Lord, I bad the Honour to be 
long acquainted with my Lord Your Grand- 
father, and I had the Happineſs and Bl-ſ- 
ſing to be bred up in the Family of Jour 
Great Grandfather of immortal Memory, 
I mean, in the moſt famous Univerſity of 
Oxford, to which, after a long Night of 

norance, in Times which his incompara= 
ble Pen hath deſcribed, he ref/ored true 
Learning and Diſcipline, to the great Be- 
nefit of the Church and Kingdom, and go- 
verned it, all the Time he was Chancellor 
of it, with the Care, Affection and au. 
thority of a Father; and, My Lord, I've- 
wily - Fad that of thoſe, who were then 
Students in the Univerſity, there is not a 
Man of any Rank or Profeſſion now liv- 


ing, 


_— 


- 


The DeDicATIYN. 
ing, who doth not reverence his Memory, 
and wiſh all Happineſs to his Noble Fa- 
mily, and particularly to Tour Lordſhip, 


who bear bis Name, and who, aue all hope, 


will follow his great Example, and that of. 
another in every Reſpei® as Great, and 
Good, I mean the Example of Jour He- 
roick other Great Grandfather, my Lord 
CaPEL, of moſt Venerable and Immor- 
tal Memory. 


To that End, My Lord, this Book, now 
compleated by the Author, comes to wait 
upon Jou in the Fifth Edition; which I 
mention to Tour Lordſhip, to let you un- 
der ſland, that it muſt be a Book of more 


than common Value, which in fo Critical 
an Age hath made its Way ſo often in its 


ſeveral Parts through the World without 
any other Teſtimony, or Commendation, 


but that of its own intrinfick Worth. 
Wherefore, My Lord, I do not defire 

Tou to read it over, for that would be a 

Diſparagement to it, and all the Parts of 


1t, I only defire Tour Lordſhip to taſte it, 


to read as ſmall a part of it as Tou pleaſe, 
and then to forbear reading the whole Col- 
. lection, 
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leckion, if you can. I dare ſay, My Lord, 


when Jou have begun, Jou will no more be 


able not to go through the whole, than if 


Jou were to read the beſt Dramatick Com- 


poſure that ever was made, Tou could give 


off at the Firſt Act, and not proceed to the 
End of the Fifth. It is not without Reaſon, 
My Lord, that I liken this Book to a 
Play; for indeed it is a ſort of Drama, 
written in Dialogue, without Numbers, in 
which ſeveral Perſons under feigned Names 
expreſs ſeveral Humours, and, as it were, 
att ſeveral Parts; and as in a true Play, 


in which the Poet defigns to profit, as much 


4 10 pleaſe, and to couch a Noble Moral in 
the Plot, this bright and ſerious Dramatiſt 
in Proſe, the Wiſe Euſebius, whoſe Piety in 
his Book is equal to his Wit, deſigns through 
the whole of it to render Virtue amiable and 
venerable, and moſt becoming the Profeſſion 
and Practice of Gentlemen, and to repreſent 


Vice in its natural Features, as hateful and 


ridiculous, and moſt diſtonourable and re- 


proachful to Gentlemen of all Ranks, de- 


| ſeribing all along the Vanities and Follies 


and Madneſs of the World, and diſcover- 


ing 


= The Dep1icartioNn. 

= ing the ſinful Arts and Snares and Temp- 
= rations of it in ſuch a delightful and con- 
* wincing manner, that it muſt be ſaid of 
every one, who can turn Apoſtate from 
Virtue, after reading this moſt excellent 

Volume, that his Deſtruction is of himſelf. 
My Lord, it is now ſome Time fince 
Your Lordſhip entered on the Stage of 

the World, and give me leave to ſay a- 
gain, that the Eyes of God, and all good 
Men will be upon Tou, to obſerve how 
Jou will aff Tour Part, and whether Tow ll 
follow the Inſtruckions which the Honoura- 
ble Euſebius gives in the firſt Part to 
Neander, and in the reſt to Theomachus; 
or whether forgetting the Honour both of 
Jour natural and ſpiritual Birth, and the 
= ſacred Obligations of Tour Baptiſmal Vow, 
3 Tou will let Tour ſelf be carried off by the 
= great Number of Atheiſts, Deiſts, Indif- 
ferents, and Debauchees among us, whoſe 
= wile Manners and Converſation he de. 

= ſcribes in this golden Book. My Lord, in 
= ſuchan A ge as this, Jon muſt prepare 
Your * Soul againſt the Temp- - peccgagi- 
tations of theſe Men, from enn. 
A 4 which, 


The DxDICATION: 7 
which, by the Grace of God, Tou have 1 
bitherto preſerved, and I truſt, will al. 
Ways preſerve Tour Self, though they will 
be ſure to uſe all their Arts, particularly 
that moſt dangerous one of Flattery, to ſe- 
duce Tu, and to aſſail Your Virtue with 
all their Force and Skill, But God, if 
Tou ' ſeek His Aſſiſtance, and Tour own 
Chriſtian Courage and Reſolution, will ſe- 
cure Tour Lord frip from them; and that 
Tou may live to be a bright, heroick and 
| ſteady Example of Chriſtian Piety, in a 
moſt wicked and degenerate Age, ſhall be 
the conſtant and moſt hearty Prayer, My 
o 


Your Lordſhip's 


Moſt Obedient Servant, 
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PUBLISHER 


TO THE 


GENTRY: 


- 


Gin rinnt 


RO VIDENCE having put the fol- 
lowing Dialogues into my Hands, I take 
the Boldneſs to offer them to the View of 


the Publick under your Protection. They were 


only intended by the Author for the private In- 
Kruction of a young Nobleman, on: wliom the 


have wrought ſuch admirable Effects, that it's 


Pity, methinks, to bury them in Privacy, and 
to confine them to one Cloſer. The Author's 
Deſign is charitable, I am ſure ; but whether he 
has been happy in Execution, I wholly leave to 
your Judgments. He runs through the Duty of 


a Gentleman, and of a Chriſtian ; he points at the 


ſhorteſt Way to Greatneſs and Goodneſs, and fur- 
10 yp4 with Materials to live with Honour in 
this World, and in Glory in the next. 


Seeing 
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Seeing therefore this Treatiſe comes on ſo 
kind an Errand, it will, I preſume, meet with 
a civil Reception; for Meſſengers of good News 
are ſeldom unwelcome. - 

But nothing has embolden'd me ſo much to 
call theſe Pages at your Feet, as ſincere Tender- 
neſs for your Perſons. It's Wiſdom to have an 


Antidote at Hand, when we ſuſpe& Poiſon ; and 


dangerous to viſit a Peſt- houſe without a Preſer- 
vative. Alas, Gentlemen, you ſuck in Poiſon, 


you live in Infection; Wealth, Grandeur, and 


Example plot your Ruin, and Flattery diſguiſes 
the Danger; lewd Books are of the Cabal, they 
dart Poiſon to the Heart through the Avenues 
of the Eyes, and convey Death through Plea- 
ſure. 
In St. Peter's Days the Devil made his Round 
to pray on the unwary, but now he has almoſt - 


eaſed himſelf of that Labour; he acts no more 


in Perſon, but by Deputy; he has commiſſion'd 
Poets to rhime you into Deſtruction, and fees Li- 
bertines to argue you into Hell; and certainly 
he has had greater Succels againſt Mankind, un- 
der the Shape of an Author, than of = Lyon; 
your Cloſets are ſtock'd with defaming Lam- 


poons, lewd Plays, and ſcandalous Poems; you 


read theſe helliſh Papers with Pleaſure and 
Tranſport ; they ſoften Nature, emaſculate the 

Mind, and by Degrees metamorphoſe the Rea- 
der into as errant a Beaſt as the Poet; the Style 
charms, the Expreſſion is luſcious, and the Con- 
trivance no leſs inviting than the Subject. All 
theſe petty Artifices conſpire to enflame Senſe, 

to enliven Paſſion, and debauch the Will. 
Again, to whet Appetite, and increaſe Deſire, 
Care is taken to ſet off Ladies with all the Allure- 
ments 
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ments of Eaſineſs and Condeſcendency ; they are 


diſcarded not only of Modeſty, but of Shame 
ſo that, if the Originals reſemble the Copies, if 


the Sex be as ill prepared for Defence at Home, 
as on the Stage, the Conqueſt will be made with- 
out the Expence of Artillery or Bombs. 

But this is not enough; the Poets take upon 
'em the Office of Engineers too; they trace out 
the Approaches, point the Cannon, order the At- 
tack, and then cry, Gentlemen, fall on: For why 
do they expoſe not only to the Eyes in the Play- 
Houſe, but in Print, paſt Brutalities, but to per- 
ſuade you to act them over again? And why do 
they enter upon. Particulars, but to ſhew you the 
Method ? They ranſack Mulberry Gardens, Ep- 


ſom-Mells, and other publick Scenes of Debau- 
chery, for the Subject of your Entertainment; 


their Plots and Counter-plots are only laid to 
trepan Women, and gull Heireſſes; beſides, few 
licentious Intrigues miſcarry. This is a fly [nnu- 
endo to the Audience and the Reader, that Suc- 
ceſs will certainly wait upon their Attempts, and 
by conſequence 'tis a ſtrong Provcation to enter 
u pon Action. 5 

And becauſe Nature has ſtamp'd on the Face 
of Vice, Deformity and Horror, theſe ungrate- 
ful Features are ſhaded with charming Appella- 
tions; the Sins lie out of ſight under a Varniſh, 
and nothing appears but the Pleaſure. For this 
Reaſon the moſt overt Invitations to Evil muſt 
be chriſten'd, Billets deux; Lewadneſs muſt be 
ſtiled Gallantry, and the Stews Places of Diverſi. 
on. Why are innocent Names put on criminal 
Things, but to confound Notions ; but to gild 
over Diſhoneſty, as Apothecaries do Pills, that it 
may go down without any Checks or Convulſi- 
ons of Conſcience ? | Seeing 
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Seeing you thus cloſely beſieged on all Sides, 
and fanding on the Brink of Deſtruction ; and, 
what 1s worle, void of Fear; nay, lulled into a 

mortal Lethargy, without any Apprehenſion of 
your Danger, I have brought theſe Dialogues to 

our Reſcue, and may aſſure you with ſome _ "= 
Confidence, they*ll prove moſt uſeful, and high- 
1y beneficial, if you will vouchſafe to peruſe *em 
with unprejudiced Minds, and unbiaſs'd Aﬀec- 
tions. 

They lay before your Eyes the moſt impor- 
tant Parts of your Duty, both to God and Men ; 
the Snares of the World, and Wiles of the Devil 3 
the Cauſes of your Miſcatriage, and ſure Me- 
thods either to prevent or retrieve them. And 
what can you deſire more, but a ſincere Reſoluti- 
on to apply theſe Remedies that are deſcrib'd?ꝰ 

I am ſenſible we live in an Age devoted to Cen- 
ſure and Criticiſm, and therefore I have thought 
fit to obviate an Objection or two: Some may 
think the Author treats Quality with too much 
Freedom, and Nobility with too little Reſpect : 
But, Gentlemen, pray remember, there 1s a great 
Difference between your Perſons and your Vices 
theſe be Honours, not thoſe. 

It were ridiculous ro compliment Criminals, 
or to reverence Felons on the Hurdle ; your Fat- 
lures are brought upon the Scaffold, not for Tri- 
umph, but for Execution; to receive Puniſh- 
ment, not Applauſe; what Wonder then if he 
handles roughly thoſe Faults he condemns? If 
he tears off the Vizors that conceal a loathſome 
Deformity under a falſe but tempting Superk- 
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The Publiſher to the GENTRY. 
captivate your Affections in order to murder 
your Souls; that offer you imaginary Pleaſures 
to reward your Credulity with real Torments. 
This is certainly a charitable Deſign, but withal 
impracticable, . unleſs each Vice be haled to the 
Bar, and all their Tyeaſons, Forgeries, and Im- 
poſtures be brought to Light, and proved upon 
them as clear as the Day. - 

For, Gentlemen, give me leave to ſpeak free- 
ly, you love Vice under the Mask of Pleaſure, 
almoſt to Dotage; nothing can wean your Aﬀec- 
tions from its bewitching Charms, but a Demon- 
ſtration that you are moſt wretchedly impoſed 


| upon. 


Others may perchance take it ill that the Au- 
thor ſports ſometimes upon too ſerious a Sub- 


ject, and by conſequence tranſgreſſes the Rules 


of Decency. 
But you muſt conſider we live in an Age that 
ranks Scriouſneſs among the Vices, and Raillery 
among the Virtues. Alas, Gentlemen, the /por- 
tive Faculty takes place of the reaſonable; Riſibile 
and Rationale have chang'd Places ſince Axiſto- 
e's Days; the Propriety has ſtep'd into the De- 
finition of Man, and baniſh'd his moſt eſſential 
Ingredient among the Accidents: Reaſon, with- 
out Force, is out of Faſhion ; it muſt appear in 
a Scaramouch*s Dreſs to obtain an Audience, and 
muſt bring Delight as well as Inſtruction to be 

welcome. | 
The Author condeſcends to your Weaknels, 
and ſurely you will not cenſure his Civility, nor 
burleſque his Judgment, for paying Deference 
to your Quality; beſides, he is ſenſible, Vice has 
been laugh'd into Practice and Reputation, and 
Virtue into Contempt: Why therefore may not 
Virtue 
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Virtue regain. its Poſt by the ſame Method it 


loſt it? And why may not the Gentry be ſported 


into their Duty, as they have been rallied out of 
it? Some Poiſons call for Treacle, others for 
Fire; but that of the Tarantula muſt be fetch'd 
out by Muſick. A Peal of Laughter enervates 
the Force of this Neapolitan Venom, and a Brace 


of Minutes expel it. Who knows but your Di- 


ſtemper is of the ſame Nature? At leaſt, deſpe- 
rate Diſeaſes are proper for Experiments; and 


tho* no Remedy ſucceeds, it's a Satisfaction to 


have applied all. 

In fine, I fling this Treatiſe at your Feet, and 
if you will be pleaſed to peruſe it with Leiſure 
and Reflection, it may not only furniſh you 
with Inſtruction, but with Pleaſure ; not ſuch in- 
deed as courts Senſe, and gratifies the beaſtial 
Part, but ſuch as is proportioned to the ſu- 


pream and leading Faculty; ſuch as feaſt a Soul, 


and regales an Intelligence. \ 


Your moſt humble Servant, 


LY. D. 
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TY E me Leave, dear Reader, to uſher in 
the following Conferences with a Charatter 
of the Author. He is dead, and by conſe- 

quence out of the Reach of Vanity; and as the Ke- 
gularity of his Life gives no hold to Satyr, fo the 
Excellency of his Virtues raiſe him above Flattery. 
Many Reaſons perſuade me to conceal his Name, 
but more to publiſh his rare Merits. 

Example has ſtrange Attractives; the Way to 
Virtue by Precepts, as the Philoſopher notes, is long, 
but by Example, ſhort and eaſy ; like the Laconick 
Diale&, it expreſſes much in a little, and drives Ar- 
guments more home than Logick or Rhetorick. 
Seeing therefore, Gentlemen have continually before 
their Eyes ſo many Statues of Vice in all Faſtures, 
it time to preſent them with one of Virtue, that 
they may be convinced, Piety is within their Reach, 
as well as within their Obligation ; and that they 
may live within the Circle of their Duty, without 
ſtepping out of the World, or debarring themſelves 
the Freedom of Society and Converſation. 

And, indeed, the Life of this Gentleman is a plain 
and ſtanding Evidence, that Men transform Palaces 
into Places of Debauchery, not Palaces Men into 
Debau- 
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Debauchees ; and that Courts would be innocent, if 


Courtiers could reſolve to remain ſo. | 
Euſebius was of a Family as antient as the Con- 

queſt, and what is particular, in all the civil Wars 

and Revolutions of State, his Anceſtors were ſo hap- 


fy, as to ſtand by their Prince in ſpight of Faction 
and Intereſt ; nor could they ever be prevailed upon 


to part with their Loyalty for any Proſpect of Pre- 


ferment ;, they choſe rather to fall in the Defence of 


Juſtice, than to triumph with proſperous Uſur pers. 
Euſebius had the good Fortune to be born of a 


Mother, whoſe Wiſdom vied with her Piety, and 


both indeed were extraordinary : She trained him p 
from the Cradle in the Duties of a Chriſtian, and, 


may ſay, he both loved God, and feared him. /# 
ſoon as he was able to frame a right Notion of his Per- 


Fection; and theſe firſt Impreſſions ſunk ſo deep, that 
neither Age nor Employments were able to wear them 
off. | 

5% was ſent to the Univerſity under the Conduct of 
a prudent Governour, who endeavoured, by Precept 
and Example, to improve in him thoſe Seeds of Vir- 
tue, his Mother had ſowed ſo early. He applied 
himſelf to Philoſophy with Eagerneſs and Appetite, 


and made a Progreſs anſwerable to his piercing Wit 


and alliduous Application; yet he always look*d on 
Learning as the Acceſſory, and Piety as the Prin- 
cipal; that, he ſaid, was a meer Embelliſhment, 
this an indiſpenſible Duty : So that in Reality, this 
was his Buſineſs, that his Diverſion. 

Zet he was none of thoſe Plodders, who ſeem to 
disband from Company, and to forſwear Converſati- 
on, who place Virine in Sourneſs, and confound 
Piety with Spleen: No, he was free, eaſy, and 
chearful, and never refuſed to partake of thoje Sports 
that recreate the Mind, and eaſe the Body, without 
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Prejudice io Conſcience. To pawn Innocence for 
Pleaſure, /aid he, is to over-rate the one, and to 
undervalue the other: To laugh whilſt we fin, 
is, in ſome ſort, to renew the barbarous Cruelty 
of Nero, who play'd while Rome burn*d ; or the 
fooliſh Temerity of the Indian Philoſopher, who 
ſung on the Funeral Pile. 

Indeed, ſuch an unuſual Condu#t was gazed at, in 
a Place where Youth gives more time to the Practice 
of Epicurus's Morals, than to the Study of Ariſto- 
tle*s Philoſophy 3 or where at leaſt Learning is more 
a-la-mode than Piety;, but this Admiration ſoon 
paſs'd into Efteem, and he who at firſt was look*d on 
as a Monſter, in Proceſs of time was ſtiled an Angel. 

He left the Univerſity to viſit the Camp, and 
made ſeveral Campaigns under N. N. Neither In- 
tereſt nor Ambition called him into the Field; the 
only Aim of his Reſolution was to learn the Myſte- 
ries of War, that he might be one Day in a Capacity 
zo ſerve his Prince with Honour, and his Country 
with Succeſs. 

Piety /eldom follpws an Army; Soldiers ſeem 10 
leave Conſcience in their Winter- Quarters, as well 
as Religion, that they may ſin without Check, and be 
damned without Apprehenſion, Euſebius diſappro- 
ved this ill Husbandry. Our Care, /aid he, 
muſt riſe with the Danger, and ſeeing we are 
not aflured of an Hour, it's Madneſs to neglect 
our Soul one Moment. I ſuppoſe, continued he 
to a Friend, when we put on a red Coat, we put 


= not off Chriſtianity, nor receive a Commiſſion 


from God to live at Pleaſure, when we enter in- 
to the Service of our Prince : No, no, let us die 
like Men, but live like Chriſtians, this is the on- 
ly way to leave an honourable Memory in this 
World, and to find a glorious Reception in the 
next;: 2 | 8 
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His Life in the Camp was anſwerable to his Prin- 
ciples; be pray'd half an Hour on his Knees Morning 
and Evening, and never omitted to be preſent at 
publick Prayers, when be was not on Duty; he 
would never ſuffer either prophane or obſcene Diſ- 
courſe: For, ſaid be, it's hard to hear without 
Sin thoſe Things that cannot be ſpoke without 
Offence; to permit Crimes is to abet them. 
When he could not excuſe an Officer*s Fault, be al- 
ways leſſen'd it, and ſpoke ill of no Body but him- 
ſelf. He compar'd Detractors to your Italian Bra- 
voes, who attack People behind, and ſtab Bodies at 
unawares, whilſt thoſe kill a Man's Reputation. 

One Day an Officer told him, War called for 
Courage, not Vertue; that Reſolution carried 
the Day, not Conſcience. 


That is, replied he, Ambition challenges the 
Time of War, Diverſion the Time of Peace, 


and Sin every Moment of your Life; but then 


who will claim the Moment of your Death ? 


God. Alas, Sir, you'll neither have the Time 
nor the Thought to diſpoſe of it ſo advantage- 
ouſly, as you live in Sin, ſo in all Probability 
you'll die in it, You are miſtaken, Sir, Sin en- 
ervates the Mind, not Piety ; and could we read 
the Thoughts of our Soldiers, we ſhould find 
too little Conſcience drove more of them out 


of the Field at the Battle of M. than too much. 


A Man muſt be either an Atheiſt, or mad, to 
front Danger in Sin. 


Euſebius proved beyond Demonſtration that Vir. 


tue is no Enemy to Valour; he breathed nothing but 
Steges, Battles, and Expeditions; he went to Com- 
bats with as compoſed a Countenance, as others 
march to: Triumphs; and, like Hannibal, was the 
firſt in the Field, and the loſt out it; he N 


The PRE FACE. 
a5t'd the moſt dangerous Poſt, and ſought Perils, as 
if be had a mind to fall, yet he always came off with 
Safety and Applauſe; Providence ſeemed to have 
made him Proof againſt Ball and Sword, and his 
Virtue arm*d him againſt Fear. 

Being challenged once to a Duel, be anſwer d cold. 
ly, Sir, though I fear not your Sword, I trem- 
ble at my Maker's Anger; I dare venture my 
Life in a good Cauſe, but cannot hazard my 
Soul in a bad one. Pll charge up to the Can- 
non's Mouth, but want Courage to ſtorm Hell. 
And when a Friend told him, he muſt ether fight, 
or forfeit bis Honour : You are miſtaken, replied 
Euſebius, I'll gain Honour by my Diſgrace, and 
ſhew the World I am no CAR, by daring 
Cenſure and Obloquy. He is couragious and 
brave, who ſtands up for Conſcience againſt the 
falſe but prevailing Maxims of Cuſtom and Opi- 
nion; not he who betrays his Duty, and dreads 
more an imaginary Imputation than a real Crime. 
Euſebius returned from the Army with Glory, and 
brought off his Piety in Triumph; he was received 
by his Maſter with open Arms, and advanc'd to an 
honourable Poſt ; he labour'd for his Benefactor's In- 
tereſt, not his own; and uſed to ſay, The Prince 
ſhould always carry off the Profit, and the Sub- 

Jet the Glory of doing well. 
Hie could not endure to purchaſe Attendants with 
fair Promiſes, and then to reward their Expettation 
with Diſappointment ;, his Intentions were as ſincere 
as his Words, and he never promiſed a Favour, but 
he deſigned it; he could not endure to tantalize Pre- 
tendants with gay Hopes, and in the End diſmiſs 
them with an airy Complement. This is, ſaid he, 
to ſpend their Time, and drain their Purſe with 
inſignificant Waiting, to tempt their Patience, 
Fa) ard 
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and in the End to draw them to be your Ene- 


mies. 

Euſebius found at laſt, that Innocence is not a- 
bove the reach of Envy, and that in Courts Virtue 
zs often puniſhed, and Vice rewarded, A Club of 


Courtiers caballed againſt him, and perſuaded the 


Prince to diſcard him, He bore this Diſgrace with 
an Evenneſs of Temper, that ſurprized his Enemies, 


and, like the Sun in an Eclipſe, all gazed on him 


with Admiration. Though he was overpowered, he 
could not be overcome. He looked brighter under a 
Cloud, than in the full Meridian of his Grandeur, 
and all concluded he was no leſs in Misfortune, than 
Be had been in the higheſt Splendor of Glory. 
A Friend tempted him to ſtrike in with a Faction 
againſt his Prince; but he receiv'd the Propoſition 
with Indignalion and Horror, No, ſaid he, I had 
rather be wretched without a Fault, than great 
with a Crime: Duty called me to my Maſter's 
Service, not Intereſt ; and P1] rather pawn my 
Life, than forfeit my Loyalty; my high Pre- 
tenſions lie in the other World, not in this; my 
Prince raiſed me to a conſiderable Fortune, now 
he thinks fit to diſcharge me, I'll thank him for 
the Favour, and not repine at his Juſtice. I ac- 


cepted the Station at his Command with Grati- 


tude, and I quit it with Reſignation. : . 

He was received again into Favour ; yet this un- 
expected Turn wrought no Alteration in his Humour; 
he roſe with the ſame Unconcernednejs he fell; he was 
above the Charms of Proſperity, and Proof againſt 
the Stroke of Adverſity; neither good Fortune puft 
him up, nor bad depreſs'd him; he never thought of 
revenging thoſe Affronts he had received from his Ri- 
vals, but uſed his Power with Moderation, and re- 
turned Civility for Unkindneſs. 5 
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He retired at the Revolution from Buſineſs, and 
gave himſelf wholly to the Prattice of Virtue be was 
advanc'd in Years, and reſolv'd to devote the remain- 
der of his Days to Eternity. I may die ſoon, ſaid 
he, but cannot live long; it's Prudence therefore 
to manage every Moment as the laſt, becauſe it 
may be fo. He diſcharged his Debts immediately, 
ſaying, This was too preſſing and too important a 
Buſineſs to be truſted to an: Hour's Integrity, 
that many ſuffer in the next World for a Suc- 
ceſſor's Neglect in this. | 

One that liv'd ſo well, could not die ill; for every 
Man's Death is a Copy of his Life, and exactly re- 
ſembles the Original. In his laſt Sickneſs he ſhewed 


all the Bravery of a Soldier, and all the Piety of a 


Chriſtian ; he bore the Dolours of his Diſtemper not 
only with Patience, but Tranſport, and look*d Death 
in the Face with the ſame Undauntedneſs he often be- 
held the Enemy in Battle. Sir, ſaid he to his Ne- 
phew ſtanding, remember you are born to the 
ſame Fate, 'you may read your 2 in mine; 
you will once be in the ſame Circumſtances you 
ſee me; you know not when you muſt take the 
laſt Farewel of Life; Death ſteals upon us like a 
Thief, and ſtrikes without Noiſe, without Warn- 
ing. Seeing therefore you are never ſecure, be 
always prepar'd, leave nothing to Chance or Ha- 
zard; a Surprize is poſſible, and, what is worſe, 
irreparable. Never pretend to ſhew your Wit 
by diſputing Principles, nor think you own your 
Reaſon moſt, when you leaſt own your Faith; 
this is to place Wit in Folly, and Reaſon in Im- 
piety. Practice Virtue, this is your only Buſi- 
neſs, it will make you content in this World, 
and open a fair Proſpect of Felicity to the next. 


His 
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His Words ſcem'd tipt with Fire, they pierced the 
Hearts of ail that were preſent, and warmed their 
Affections; whilſt all mourned, he alone was joyful. 
In fine, recommending his Soul to the Mercy of his 
Redeemer, he gently expired, leaving behind a Pat- 
tern for Gentlemen's Imitation. Thus died Euſebius, 
4 Scholar, Soldier, and Courtier, and in all theſe 
States a Saint. | 
Let Gentlemen learn by this Example, they may be 
Great and Good; and that they may diſcharge them- 
ſelves with Glory of all the Offices of Society, without 
betraying the Duty of a Chriſtian. 
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DIALOGUE I. 


Neander, @ young Gentleman, deſires Euſebius 20 inſtruct 
him in the Duty of a Gentleman. 


ELCOME, dear Neander; 

what fair Wind has blown me 

the Favour of fo early a Viſit? 
. This is extraordinary. 

Neander. Pray, why ſo? my Buſineſs has been up 
and abroad theſe two Hours; is it not high time to 
follow it? | Re | 

Euſ. Ah! but our Town-Sparks have ſomething of 
the Owl, they riſe at Night, and lie down in the Morn- 
ing: They obſerve a moſt exact Symmetry in Diſorder, 
and like ww” cata go backwards; in a word, they turn 
Nature topſie-turvie, or read it backwards: It's genteel 
and modiſh to out- ſleep the Sun, and an Argument of 
Peaſantry to do like other Men. | 

Nean. I have left the College too lately to be ac- 
quainted with the Cuſtoms of the Town: I have not o- 
pen'd the Ceremonial, nor peruſed the Ritual alamode z 
yet methinks, to turn Night into Day is an odd Meta- 
morphoſis: Nature, ſure, never intended Eyes for Dark- 


Euſebius. 


neſs: Gloeworms indeed are obliged to Night, it ſets em 


off, and makes their faint Luſtre ſparkle with more Eclat. 
But why Men ſhould dote on Shades, and range in Ob- 
ſcurity, I can't divine, unleſs they long to duel with 
Poſts, and try a Rubber at Loggerheads ; in ſhort, it's a 
battiſh Humour, and jars a my Conſtitution, 


aſebs 
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Euſeb. For all that, you muſt take up with Night, and 
be reconcil'd to Darkneſs, if you intend to ſtand fair with 
our own Town-Sparks; they are of the Family of Maga- 
ra, true Sons of Night and Erebuc. Light ſtrikes too hard 
on their Eyes, it dazles em like Opium: It even works on 
the Brain and ſtupifies; but then, towards the Evening 
they return to themſelves, and adjourn to the Tavern, and 
from thence ſally out upon the Watch, and manfully ſtorm 
Glaſs- windows. In fine, their Buſineſs and Reaſon ſleep 
in the Day, and riſe when wiſe Men go to Bed. 

Now I ſuppoſe you intend to enter into the Confraterni- 
ty, you'll not want moſt kind Invitations : Theſe Blades lie 
on the Catch; and place Centinels on Oæford Road to give 
Notice when a Prize draws near; that is, when a Gen- 

tleman leaves the College; and then they fly to the inno- 
cent Youth like Eagles to the Quarry ; they proffer their 
Service, admire his Parts, compliment him into Snares, 
wheedle him into Debauchery, empty his Pockets, wound 
his Soul, and ſtab his Reputation ; and when they have 
martyr'd his Innocence, and imbezzPFd his Eſtate, kick 
him out of their Company, and fo exit the young Squire. 
Nean. A Man, I ſee, mult carry his Wits about him 
at London; he muſt ſtand on his Guard to prevent a Sur- 
prize, and ſuſpect Friends, not to be over-reach'd by 
Enemies: Like the Lion he muſt ſleep with his Eyes open: 
Well, a Danger forefeen is half avoided. Euſebius, I 
have been diſorder'd ſince my Arrival, and thought laſt 
Night more Hours, than I flept Minutes. 

Euſeb. What! are you ſmitten ſo ſoon ? Some Female 
Beauty has, I ſuppoſe, ſtorm'd your Heart, and Good- 
nature has beat the Chamade. The Articles are, no doubt, 
drawn up and ſigned, unleſs perchance you reſolve to ſur- 

render at Diſcretion: But, in good earneſt, has Liberty 
given you a Surfeit? Has Freedom gall'd you? Will you 
1 how neatly you can dance in Fetters, and caper in 

rammels? This is a Sample of Univerſity Breeding; 
your Collegians are a pack of aukward Animals, full of 
Wit, but without Judgment to manage it; one would 
think they ſtudied not to grow wiſe, but Fools; to loſe 
their Reaſon, or to forget the Uſe of it. They no ſooner 
enter into the World, but, like Children, they chace every 
Butterfly, and run on the Spur to their Ruin. Ah, dear 
Neander! take Care; a precipitate Choice makes mo 
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for a long Repentance ; ſtifle the firſt Sparks of Love, 
time will quickly fan them into a Flame; a e Wound 
is eaſily healed, but a feſtered one ends in a Gangrene. 

Nean. Under Favour, you run riot on a falſe Conjec- 
ture. I am not Heart-fick, but Town-lick. 

Euſeb. 'Town-fick ! this is, without peradventure, an 
outlandiſh Diſtemper ; there is not one Recipe for it in 
our London Diſpenſatory: However, the Diſeaſe is not 
dangerous, for I find no mention of it in our Weekly Bills 
of Mortality. In what Mould, for God's Sake, were 
you caſt? ſurely you are of ſome more refined, more Ce- 
leſtial Temper than other Gentlemen, without Senſe, 
without Paſſion; in fine, all Angel, all Seraphin. 

Nean. Not ſo neither. | 

Euſeb. What then? 

Nean. Why, Sir; I am a Man, ſubject to all the Infir- 
mities of human Nature; but I would not willingly ſur- 
render my Reaſon, nor quit the Privilege of Nature; I 
would not throw up my Claim to Heaven for any earthly 
Pretenſion; in fine, I have no Inclination to go to Graſs 
with Nebachodonozor, nor to lie in the ſame Bed with 
Brutes: I am a Man by Nature, and a Chriſtian by Grace, 
and would neither debar my Reaſon, nor throw a Scandal 
upon my Profeſſion: In a word, I'll fave my Soul. 
Euſeb. Neander, let me embrace thee; I was juſt 
lighting a Candle (as Diogenes did at Athens) to find a 
Man in London. I thought Piety had taken leave of out 
Nation, and that Chriſtianity had lown over to the Con- 
tinent; but, God be thank'd, we have left among us one 
Man, and one Chriſtian; fo that the whole Species is nor 
x extinct. We live in a mad World, without Method, 
i without Order; we ſeem to play at croſs Queſtions : Vir- 
ue and Vice have changed Places, and almoſt Names, 
and even Wit is confounded with Folly ; Reaſon conſiſts 
no more in the Uſe, but in the Abuſe of it. Gentlemen 
- debauch themſelves into Credit, and draw Fame from 
Impiety ; the whole Buſineſs of Chriſtians lies in confut- 
ing their Belief by their Practice: Theſe monſtrous Ir- 
XX regularities have, more than once, moved me to ſuſpect, 
Xx hat the moſt wiſe and thinking Part of Mankind is coop'd 
up in Bedlam, whilſt Mad-men and Fools range about 
the Town in Coaches, : 
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This Man whines away at a Szramper's Feet his Eſtate, 
his Health, and his Soul too; another drowns his Reaſon 
in Claret and Canary; he plays the Brute all the Week, 
and riſes a Man on * Morning; a third delivers him- 
ſelf up to his Palate, and condemns his Wit to drudge for 
his Gluttony; he judges of Meats by the Price, not by 
the Taſte; and thoſe only regale his Appetite that drain 
his Purſe; his Study is to provoke Hunger, not to lay it, 
and ſeldom riſes from the Table till a Surfeit forces him 
to call for a Baſon. „ 

A fourth has perchance received the Lye, and in a Huff 
bauls out for Satisfaction, i. e. a Stab; the Stage is pre- 
pared, and up the Hedlors jump with drawn Swords, like 
the Roman Slaves, to give Diverſion to the Spectators : 
If this be not Folly and Madneſs without Mask or Diſ- 
guiſe, pray give me their Definition; it's hard to deter- 
mine whether this Conduct be a fitter Object for Hera- 
clitus's Tears, or Democritus's Laughter ; it's a Compound 
of Farce and Tragedy, but a Vein of Folly runs through- 


out the whole Mats. 


Religion keeps pace with our Reaſon, and is juſt regard- 
ed as much. Methinks ourW orſhip ſmells ſomething of Pa- 


ganiſm, for we adore God, as the Heathens did Hercules, 


with Showers of Stones and Brickbats, viz. of Oaths 
and Blaſphemies ; this is the only Homage we think fit to 
pay our Maker; and indeed it is a kind of Recognizance, 
and is ſo far commendable, as it puts us in mind there is 
ſuch a thing to believe in, and to pray to, as well as to 
ſwear by. Now, why we ſhould be ſo ſparing of our 
Prayers is a hard Queſtion. 


Some may perchance imagine the Poſture of a Suppli- 


ant is below an Engliſh Courage; beſides, it's an uneaſy 
Figure, and argues much Want or great Covetouſneſs, 
two heavy Imputations for a Gentleman; moreover, 
Kneeling is a Mark of Subjection and Baſeneſs; for I 
was once told, that a Yeoman on his Legs was taller and 
8 than a Prince on his Knees: This is a rough 

raught of our Town Wit and Religion, without one 


| Daſh of Satyr, or Hyperbole; they are both at a low 


Ebb, and God knows when the Tide will turn. Neander, 
ſtand on your Guard, and look to your Conſcience, as 
well as to your Purſe ; for I aſſure you, the one is in leſs 
Danger than the other; unleſs you carry a watchful Eye 
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over your Thoughts and Actions, you will fall into Snares 
that are laid to entrap Innocence. 

Nean. However, ſurely God has not tied up our Duty 
to Impoſſibilities; he tells us, his Yoke is eaſy, and his 
Burden light; and then aſſures us, by the Mouth of his 
Apoſtle, that our Power is always equal at leaſt to the 
Temptation; we may therefore diſcharge our ſelves of all 
the Offices of Life and Converſation, without over-look- 
ing the Duty of a Chriſtian ; for certainly God never 
framed our Tongue for Silence, nor our Reaſon for So- 
litude ; we may handle them both right, as well as wrong, 
and employ them to a good uſe, no leſs than to an ill 
one. I hope there is no Neceſſity of failing into Egypt, 
and of taking up in the Wilderneſs of Thebazs ; nor of 
running into a Convert, or of receiving Holy Orders at 
Rome ; for though theſe good Fathers may walk pretty 
ſecurely to Heaven, yet I underſtand they make the Voy- 
age alone: Now ] feel no Charms in Celibacy, and be- 
fides, they are by Law diſſeized not only of their Birth- 
right, but even of the Benefit of the Clergy ; ſo that they 
can claim no Liberty but that of the Priſon, no Property 
I have no Inclination to fling up my 
Eftate, and as little to lay it at the Mercy of greedy Fa- 
vourites; nor to fly to Heaven by the way of Tybarn : 1 
would not withdraw from Society, nor forſwear Compa- 
ny, nor, like old Timon, disband from my own Species. 

Euſeb. You have Reaſon; God condemns us not as 
Pharaoh, to the Drudgery of making Bricks without fur- 
niſhing us with Materials; he proportians his Grace to 
our Wants, and never commands us to fight on unequal 
Terms; the Advantage lies on our fide, and if we give 
our Adverſary the higher Ground, our Defeat muſt lie at 
our own Door; we may be overcome, but can't be over- 
powered; our Cowardiſe gives Temptation the Day, 
not our Weakneſs. „ | 
Beſides, Virtue is not confin'd to Place or Condition; 
it may be practiſed in Towns as well as in Defarts ; 
and no leſs by Courtiers than Peaſants ; nay, it ſhines, 
methinks, in a Palace, like: the Sun in the Meridian, 
with Pomp and Majeſty ; for what can even Fancy paint 
more charming and more glorious than Grandees, nei- 
ther abject in Adverſity, nor inſolent in Proſperity ; than 
Courtiers peaceable in the * oiſe of Affairs, temperate in 

2 the 
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the midſt of Exceſs, unchangeable in Viciſſitudes, and 
conſtant in all the Turns of Fortune; untainted with 
Luſts, compoſed in Tumults, and ſmiling at all thoſe 
things, that are either expected or feared by others; than 
Men who have the Power to do what they will, and the 
Will to do nothing but what is juſt and reaſonable? This 
is no Platonic but a Chriſtian Virtue; it is not only found 
in Fiction and Romance, but has been commended to 
Practice; it has appeared more than once on our Horizon, 
ſupported by Dignity, and waited on by all the Magnifi- 
cence of Power and Royalty: You may therefore hold 
your Eſtate, without flinging up your 
Nean. Indeed, had Providence cut off my Claim to 
Heaven, when it intruſted me with a Lordſhip, I ſhould 
have been no Gainer by the Bleſſing ; notwithſtanding 


though Virtue be in my Power, if Vice be in my Will, 


I ſhall, without Queſtion, be miſerable : Let me there- 
fore defire you to favour me with ſome Rules, by 
Which I may ſhape my Courſe; you have ſtemm'd the 
Tides of Youth, and beat back Temptation with Cou- 
rage and Succeſs; thoſe Waves that have paſs'd by you, 
ruſh on me; fo that the Danger is certain, my Eſcape 
doubtful. Ifling myſelf into your Arms. I have at leaſt 
learned the firſt Leſſon of Prudence, viz. to ſubmit to 


the Advice of thoſe whom Age and Experience have ſuf- 


ficiently inſtructed, $4 | 

Euſeb. My Age is on its Declenſion, yet I am not, 
God be thanked, aſhamed to live, or afraid to die: I 
neither contemn Life, nor over- value it; and therefore 
expect my quietus eſt with Patience, and will welcome 
my Difcharge. I have withdrawn from the Hurry and 
Tumult of worldly Affairs, and now lead a retired, but 
not an ignoble Life: I gave my laſt Farewel to the Court, 
not by Force, but Choice ; and indeed, it deſerves no 
Thought but of Contempt. I have taſted of bad Fortune, 
and of good; but never placed my Happineſs in the one, 
or my Miſery in the other; nor have J entred into the 
World like a Mute, meerly to fill the Stage: No, I 
once made no contemptible Figure by my Prince's Bene- 


volence, and tho? in the Confuſion of the Government, 


I fell from my Poſt, I carried off my Honeſty in Triumph, 

and expoſed my Eſtate to ſecure my Loyalty; yet, God 

be prais'd, I am not brought to the Basket; _— : 
| : ha 


itle to Heaven. 
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} | Application, 


had rather live on Charity than Rapine, and wou'd ſoon- 
er earn my Bread by the Sweat of my Brow, than of my 


| Conſcience. In my Retirement, I have had occaſion to 


ſtudy Things, and to reflect on Men, and have made Ob- 
ſervations on both, fo that I am not quite unprovided of 
thoſe Qualities the Office you impoſe upon me requires: 
T11 therefore take the Liberty to counſel you as a Friend, 
not as a Maſter ; let us retire into my Cloſet. 


WF 4 4 — 
* 


DIALOGUE u. 
Euſebius inſtructs Neander in the Duty of a Chriſtian. 


Euſeb. O U muſt act two Parts; of a Gentleman, 
and of a Chriſtian: We'll diſcourſe of the 
latter at our next meeting, and at preſent only touch the 
former. Some Gentlemen keep up to their Character 
without the advantageous Helps of Precepts, or Educa- 
tion; you may read their Birth on their Faces ; their 
Gate and Mein tell their Quality ; they both charm and 
awe, and at the ſame Time demand Love and Reverence; 
their Extraction glitters under all Diſguiſes ; it ſparkles 
in Sack-cloth, and breaks through all the Clouds of Po- 
verty and Misfortune; there is a je ne ſgay quoy in their 
whole Demeanour, that tears off the Vizor, and diſco- 
vers Nobility though it ſculk incognito; they are reſer- 
ved without Pride, and familiar without Meanneſs; they 
time their Behaviour to Circumſtances, and know 
when to ſtand on Tip-toe, and when to ſtoop : In fine, 
their moſt trivial Actions are great, and their Diſcourſe 
1s noble. SH i | | 
Others ſeem to be born Gentlemen to ſhame Quality ; 
one would ſwear Nature intended to frame em for the 
Pray, and Chance flung *em into the World with an 
ſcntcheon : They are all of a Piece, Clown without, and 
Coxcomb within; and ſo like Foplingtons are graced 
with Titles to play the Ape by Patent: Thoſe of the 
firſt Claſs need no Precepts, and thoſe of the ſecond de- 
ſerve none; however, Counſel may be uſeful to others ; 
for Behaviour is acquired like other Arts, by Study and 
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J. | 

To begin the Part of a Gentleman, perſuade your 
ſelf, it's your Duty and Intereſt to act it well; for 
whoever looks upon it as a Matter of ſmall Con- 
cern, will come off with Diſ-eſteem ; he will follow the 
Bent of Nature, and ſwim down the Stream of Inclina- 
tion, rather than ſtrive againſt it; for who will baulk Hu- 
mour, or fence againſt ill Cuſtoms for nothing? This I 
take to be the Reaſon, why ſo many in Converſation fall 
below their Station; they fancy a Title ſupported with 
Means, places them in a Region above the Niceties of 


Breeding ; that a Sir gilds the moſt unbeſeeming Beha- 
viour, anda Coronet dignifies Ruſticity ; but this is a mi- 


ſtake; for as Gentlemen ſtand above the Crowd, ſo they 
lie more open to View and Cenſure: For Actions are not 
rated by Men, but Men by Actions; and if theſe ſmell 
of the Clown, or ſute with the Peaſant, Righ: eng # 
Jul muſt be content with thoſe Titles; for the Mob 


knows well enough, that Gentlemen can claim no Reſpect 


from Nature; they are all of the ſame Matter, and the 


Soul of a Lazarus is of as refined a Metal as that of 
Dives; and therefore, if they ſee no Advantage on Qua- 


lity's fide, but a Coach and Six; they will be apt to think 


themſelves as good Men as their Maſters, though not ſo 


rich; and that they are beholden more to Chance or In- 
juſtice for their Fortune, than to Merit. 


| IT. | 
Let not your Family be the Subject of your Diſcourſe, 
nor fling the Regiſters of your Genealogy on the Table 
before all Company; this Topick is both fulſom and 
ungenteel; it's a ſhrewd Argument you are big of Con- 
ceit, and more obliged to your Anceſtors for your Blood, 


than for your Wit; though your great Grandfather rode 


Admiral at Sea with 2000 J. per Annum, if he has left Po- 
ſterity no other Mark of his Greatneſs, but his Vices, 
I ſhall rank him among the moſt wretched Creatures 
that ever breathed ; ſeeing the Height of his Station only 
raifed him above the Vulgar to proclaim his Shame, and 
render his Infamy more perſpicuous; it is a Madneſs to 
take the Meaſure of our Deſerts by the parts of our 
Forefathers; their perſonal Worth adds not. one 1 
| | rea 
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hreadth to our Stature: We may enter upon their Eſtates, 
and perchance upon their Titles, but not upon their Vir- 
tues; theſe are neither entailed on the Family, nor alie- 
nable by any Deed of Conveyance. 
Beſides, whoever rakes in the Aſhes of the dead, may 
fall upon the Stench inſtead of Perfumes; for after En- 
quiry, who knows but you may find the Source of your 
Nobility tainted with Treaſon, and that the very Title 
you bear is the price of Dilloyalty ? Now though accord- 
ing to the Proverb, Thoſe Children are bappy whoſe Parents 
are in Hell; yet certainly, a Son ſhould not boaſt of the 
Purchaſe, nor look big becauſe his Father is miſerable; Let 
your Anceſtors therefore ſleep in their Graves, and be not 
ſo fooliſh as to diſturb them by your Vanity; adopt their 
Virtues by Imitation and Practice, but have a care of their 
Vices. I honour Nobility ſet off with Merit, but when 
he has no other Prop than Money and Patent, I always 
compare it to thoſe proud Temples of Egypt, that under 
Eo ilt Frontiſpieces, and azur'd Vaults, lodged nothing but 
EK tatues of Rats and Crocodiles. I value more an innocent 
= Plowman, than a vicious Prince; and prefer his Nobility 
who has built a great Fortune upon Worth and Virtue, 


before his who by Succeſſion receiyes one. 
bo 4 | : 
= | As it is ungenteel to boaſt of our Family, ſo it is no 
= leſs mean and childiſh to ſpend Rhetorick on our Perfor- 


mances. If your Prince and Country honqur you 

with a high Employment, either in the Camp or the 
Bench, diſcharge your ſelf of the Truſt with Reputation: 
deſerve Panegyrick, but play not the Orator your ſelf; 
though you are as eloquent as Twlly, you'll only labour 
to ſpoil a good Subject, and whilſt you vainly ſet off 
your own Feats, you'll meet with nothing but Shame 
and Infamy. N. N. was an excellent Soldier, he feared 
nothing but Fear; he choſe always the Van, and was of- 
ten the firſt Man on the Breach ; all admir'd his Cou- 
rage, and prais'd it; and even thoſe who diſapproved his 
Conduct, did Juſtice to his Valour ; but this Gentleman 
loſt at Table the Glory he had won in the Field, and 
talking away in his Winter Quarters the Honour he had 
purchaſed the whole Campaign. I did this, faid he, at 
the Siege of R, and this at the Battle of ** ; has ee 

| elzZ 
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ſeized on ſuch a Poſt at **, the Army had been in Dan- 
ger. One would have thought all the Generals and Sol- 
diers had been in Garriſon, and that N. N. with his ſmall 


Brigade alone, defeated the Deſigns of the French. This 


overgrown Vanity coſt him dear ; for inſtead of gaining 
the Reputation of a General, he went off with that of a 
Fop, and all concluded he was too ambitious of Praiſe to 
deſerve any. Your deep Rivers move with a filent Ma- 
jeſty, ſhallow Brooks alone make a Noiſe and Tumult a- 
mong Pebbles. The great Marſhal de Turenne never ſpoke 
of himſelf, but when forc'd, and even then, with Modeſty ; 
and though the King was wholly indebted to the wiſe 
Conduct of this gallant Man for many Victories, yet he 
never ſaid ſo: No, he wou'd lay Miſcarriages at his own 
Door, and Succeſs at that of his Officers and Soldiers ; 
this made him appear great even in his Overthrow, and 
RY his Moderation was more glorious to him than 

ictory. Imitate the Silence of this Hero, not the noiſy 
Impertinence of Fools ; carry off the Satisfaction of great 
Actions, and let others go with the Honour of praiſing 
em, and let People rather learn your Atchievements at 
the Stationers, than at your Table. 


IV. 
Avoid the modiſh Rant of Oaths, and Imprecations : 
It's an ungenteel Dialect, as well as unchriſtian, and 
Claſhes both with the Rules of Breeding, and of the Go- 
ſpel. Cuſtom indeed has made 'em faſhionable, but 
neither civil nor lawful ; for Vice can never plead Pre- 
ſcription. I know it lies under the Protection of Num- 


ber and Quality; but ill things have no right to Sanctu- 


ary: Becauſe Vermin ſwarm, muſt they be permitted to 
encreaſe ? Shall the Number of Felons plead for Pardon? 
No, no, the Cuſtomarineſs of-ill things makes *em worſe ; 
and the more they muſt be diſcountenanced, and taught 
Diſcipline. In a Word, whatever jars with Religion, 
and cuts upon good Breeding, is below a Gentleman: 
And therefore in Spight of Example and Practice, I muſt 
_ caution you againſt ſome Parts of ä Civility; for 
though they go for Conſent in the Engliſb Dominions, 
they'll not bear the Teſts of other Nations. 


For Example; Dams ye, fays one, I amglad to ſee you: 


Is not this a quaint Salutation? Firft, to pack me away 
| to 
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to Hell, and then proteſt he is glad to ſee me ſo conveni- 
ently lodg'd ? What Proviſion will theſe Blades make for 
their Enemies, if they place their Friends ſo untowardly ? 
Certainly, they fancy Hell is a fine Seat, and that the 
Damned are in a fair Way of Promotion? 

Damn ye Dog, how doſt do? cries another: This feat 
Compliment implies Damnation and Transformation 
too: It's a Compound of Curſe and Raillery. I am 


plunged into Hell, daſhed out of the Liſt of Rationals, 


and then, with a Taunt, asked how I do? Why, a Man 


in Fire and Brimſtone, is not altogether at his Eaſe, 
and a reaſonable Creature curſt into a Dog, not very 


fond of the Metamorphoſis. 

A third very genteelly accoſts a Friend he has not per- 
chance ſeen of a Twelve- month, Ye Son of a H hore, where 
have you been? This is an Engliſp Addreſs to a Tittle: 
It is a kind of a ſtaple Commodity of the Nation, and 


like our Wool, muſt not be tranſported under Pain of 


Confiſcation: But ſurely we need not lay ſo ſevere an 
Embargo on the Ware, for it's ten to one *twill never find 
Vent in any other Nation on this Side of the Canaries; 
a handful of Dirt, well applied, is as civila Compliment, 


though not quite ſo cleanly. Son of a hore ! There is 


abundance of Freedom in the Expreſſion, but not a Grain 
of Breeding : Unleſs you meaſure Behaviour by the 
Dialect of a Billiuſg ate, and the Bear- garden. Certain- 


| Iy theſe Gentlemen are Admirers of Charity; why elſe 
0 


they dignify Mhoredom? For Whore ſtands for a 
Mark of Quality, a diſtinguiſhing Character; otherwiſe 
the Salutation would appear coarſe and homely ; but, by 
their leave, few are in Love with Croſ5-Bars ; and to be 
Brother to a By-blow, is to be a Baſtard once removed. 

I know we fling a Veil on theſe Expreſſions, and 
waſh over their Foulneſs with fair Pretences. Damn ye, 
ſays one, and Son of a Whore ſtand meerly for Cyphers, 
or only ſerve to enliven a Period, and to make the Ex- 
preſſion more bluſtering; I confeſs ¶ hore and Damnation 
are near a-kin, and often go together ; but for all that, 
the Sillineſs of the Excuſe can't ſtifle the monſtrous In- 
civility of the Compliment ; for though it fignifies no- 
thing to him who receives it in good time, it will fignify 
much to him that ſpoke it: For though a Friend may let 
inch Curſes fall to the Ground, God will put *em to Ac- 

] count; 
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count; and though they ſtand for Cyphers in England, 


PE may purchaſe eternal Torments in Hell. 

hey are, ſays another, Marks of Eugliſh Familiarity, 
pure Sallies of Kindneſs and Demonſtrations of Friend- 
ſhip. No doubt, to deliver over to Satan an old Ac- 
quaintance, without asking his Conſent to the Convey- 
ance, is Freedom with a Vengeance; but at which end 
of the Compliment is his Kindneſs ? In ſhort, Neander, 
ſuch Expreſſions grate the Organ, and turn the very Fa- 
culty of Hearing into a Burden ; they are high Symp- 
toms of a lewd Inclination, and of a depraved Complexi- 
on ; for when the Breath ſmells rank, the Stomach is 
infected. In ſhort, ſuch a Jargon is a Breach of Civili- 
ty, it's a ruſtick Cant, an uncreditable Dialect; nor is 
the whole Poſſe of Bullies able to ennoble it. 


Mos 5 

When Civility obliges you to viſit Ladies, pray keep 
your Compliments to the Rules of Chriſtianity ;- there 
is no Neceſſity of laying Religion at the Door with 
our Goloſhoes, nor of denying God when you entertain 
as Ladyſhip : For certainly Breeding is not incompati- 
ble with Religion, and a Man may make an Addreſs 
alamode without apoſtatizing from Chriftianity : Yet 
though the Worſhip of the Virgin Mary be diſallowed of, 
we may adore Ladies without the Breach of a Statute, 
and commit Idelatry not only without Reproof, but e- 
ven without Sin: One ſwears, Heaven fits in her Smiles, 
and Hell in her Frowns. A ſecond tiles her Saint ; tho? 
rchance her Ladyſhip is more ſtock'd with Beauty than 
iety, and her Face better provided with Grace than 
her Soul: A third enlarges her Perfections; he ranks 
her among the Angels; and, to compleat the Folly with 


Blaſphemy, a fourth deifies her: Theſe Pagan Compli- 


ments are the Standard of Courtſhip, the Scale of Ce- 
remony, and the Meaſure of good Breeding. But after 
all, Practice can never blanch over the Foulneſs of theſe 
daring Expreſſions ; every Syllable breathes Frenzy and 
Blaſphemy ; nor is there any way to acquit theſe raving 
Platonicks of a Crime, but by ſuppoling *em unreaſonable. 
A few Pimples handſomely ſprinkled would very efh- 
caciouſly diſlodge the Angel, as perchance her Lewd- 
neſs has baniſh'd the Saint; and a few Small Pox would 

| | chequer 
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chequer her Divinity, and tumble the Goddeſs into a 
Monſter; and then Hell might as well perch on her Smiles, 
as on her Frowns. But Raillery apart, tho' we fling 
Impiety out of the Queſtion, ſuch Addreſſes are plain 


Satyr, and Invective on the Sex: For they ſuppoſe 


Women either extravagantly proud, or ſuperlatively fil- 
ly ; now the very Suppofition is both ungenteel and ſcan- 
dalous. I am ſenſible indeed the Sex is no Enemy to Hy- 
perbole in Courtſhip; Women are more fond of thoſe 
Glaſſes that conceal Diſproportions, than of thoſe that 
repreſent them ; they can't well diſtinguiſh between Flat- 
tery and Merit, and as they eagerly deſire thoſe Perfec- 
tions that are proper to their Sex, ſo they eaſily are per- 
ſuaded they poſleſs them ; for we ſoon believe what we 
earneſtly deſire : So hence it is, that they take a pleaſing 
Raillery for a ſerious Truth, and even ſometimes a Lam- 
poon for a Panegyrick ; but then an ungrateful Truth 
puts them into a Ferment ; it ruffles their good Humour, 
and ſours their Blood. Something therefore may be al- 
lowed to Cuſtom and their Conſtitution; flatter their La- 
4b into an even Temper, rather than reaſon them out 
of it, provided you keep within a mean, and ſtep not 


beyond the Bounds of Decency ; but to break into Flights 


of Impiety, into Raptures of Blaſphemy, is to play the 
Fool and the Atheiſt, 


VI. | 


Gentlemen have ſo much time on their Hands that 
they know not how to ſpend it; it's a Burthen and a 
Charge, and ſo, like Prodigals, they rather fling it away 
than take Pains to improve it. I counſel you therefore 
to ſet aſide ſome Hours for Reading; it's a handſome 
Diverſion, and conveys Profit through Pleaſure ; the 
Intellect is a grateful Soil ; but then, like a Field, it re- 
quires manuring. By Reading, you join paſt Ages to the 
preſent, you travel into Aa, Africa and America, with- 
out Expence, without Danger, nay, without walking out 
of your Cloſet. Senſual Pleaſures rather ſtupify than 


delight, they play upon the Organ, and dull the Appetite, 
they are often brutal, and ſeldom innocent; but thoſe of 
the Underſtanding ſhine brighter, they are of a more re- 
fined Metal, free from Drots, and void of Repentance ; 
they extend the Faculty, and render it more rational; they 


rather 
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rather whet Deſire than glut it, and ſcrew Man's topping 
. Prerogative, Reaſon, up to the higheſt Pitch. A Gentle- 


man furniſh'd with Reading, can never be at a Loſs to 


tet on foot, and carry on a handſome Converſation ; he 
is always well ſtocked, and carries his Proviſions about 


him; whereas others are forced to fetch Matter from the 


Kennel or the Stable, and too too often from the Stews ; 
their Diſcourſe is a Compound of Smut and Raillery, en- 
livened always with Foolleries, and ſometimes ſeaſoned 
with Oaths and Blaſphemies: Nonſenſe, in fine, though 
not the moſt creditable, is the moſt innocent and leſs 
blamed Ingredient. Good God! how often have loſt 
Patience, and fretted away good Humour in the Com- 
pany of Gentlemen of fair Eſtates, and of noble Ex- 
traction; methought they had ſerved an Apprenticeſhip 


under Grooms or Dog-boys ; they eternally grated my 
Ears with Hounds and Horſes, and broke out into ſuch. 


clamorous Tumults, as if they had been drawing up the 
Grievances of the Nation, or pelting the Prerogative; yet 
after all, the Queſtion was only, whether Paß, or Light- 


Foot got the better laſt Chace. Racing and Hunting are 


indeed laudable Recreations ; and upon Occaſions may be 
diſcourſed of; but then, to. harp perpetually upon theſe 
Creatures, is an infallible Argument their Thoughts are 
mean, and too weak winged to ſoar above the Beaſt. 
Some Years ago, I took a Turn beyond the Seas, and 
made a conſiderable Stay in thoſe Parts: At my return 


I gave a Viſit to an old Acquaintance; a Man of Cha- 


racter, of Eſtate, of an ancient Family, and Deputy 
Lieutenant of a County; he was at Table; a Hawking- 
bag hung on the left-fide, and a Bumpkin guarded the 
right; his Hat, Coat and Wig were all of a piece, more 
fit for a Scare-Crow than a Deputy; his Memory was as 


ſhort as his Wig; for ſome Years Abſence had wiped 


out our Acquaintance; he knew me not, and indeed, 
J was no leſs puzzled to find my Friend under ſo ſlo- 
venly a Diſguiſe: However, at length we renewed our 
old Species, and then he very warmly embraced me with 
this Salutation ; Exſebins, by God, I am glad to ſee thee : 
I expected he would follow this quaint Compliment 
with an Enquiry into my Health, or ſatisfied his Curioſity 
with a Rehearſal of my Travels ; that he would ask in 


what Poſture I left our Allies; whether they made Pre- 


parations 
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parations for the Siege of Namur, or Mouſieur for that 
of Maeftricht ; whether Prince Eugene enter d Cremona 
with greater Glory, or left it with greater Infamy; whe- 
ther Fribergen did better to receive a Stab from Mahoni, 
than Quarter; or whether this brave Baron died like a 
Fool or a Hero: In fine, what Advantage the Imperialiſts 
got by the Victory at Luxxara, or whether the Profit 
would balance the Expence of Powder and Shot, laid 
out in the Empire on the Thankſgiving-Day. 

No, the Gentleman's Curiofity never travelled ſo far: 
He had confined his Knowledge within the Bounds of 
his own Country; all the reſt of the World was Terra 
iucuguita to his Werſhip : He fell immediately upon the 
Excellency of Tobacco, and then halled me up to the Stable, 
that I might pay my Reſpect to Bobtail; and in the way 


honoured me with an accurate Account of his Poultry. 


Oh! ſaid I to myſelf, had this Lieutenant hunted lets, 
and read more; had he cultivated his Undcdftanding, and 


let a Field or two lie fallow, he might have been Com- 


pany for Men : Burt, alas! he was the Darling of the Fa- 
mily ; he hectored it at Home, whilſt he ſhould have 
been at School and Abroad ; was made a Man at fif- 
teen, to be a Child and a Coxcomb at threeſcore. 

I would not have you, upon all Occaſions, diſcourſe 
in Syllogiſm, nor deliver your Thoughts in Mood and 
Figure: Such philoſophical Cant ſuits better with a Pe- 
dant than a Gentleman ; and may paſs in the School, but 
not in the Parlour. Neither preſs upon Company a Va- 
cuum,nor Mr. Boyle's Pondus Atmoſphere, a civil Con- 


verſation may be managed handſomely in either Hypothe- 


is; and I conceive Diſcourſe proſpered no lets in the Days 
of good old Materia Prima, than in the Reign of des 
Cartes's third Element. | 

You may alſo let the Grand Mogul ſit quietly at Agra, 
and Preſter John in Ethiopia; few Gentlemens Know- 
ledge travels fo far from Home. France, Spain and 
{taly lie more conveniently ; beſides Clare?, Malaga, and 
Flasks of Florence, have given us ſome Notions of thoſe 
Kingdoms. | 

Time your Subject; good things ſpoke out of Seaſon, 
loſe their Value. I would not harangue a Lady in Greek, 
nor a Country Vicar in Hebrew : For, alas! her Learning 


goes not beyond French, nor his above Latin: Diſcourſe 


muſt 
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muſt be adapted to the Company; and it takes more 


when it naturally ſlides in, than when drawn in by Head 
and Shoulders. In a word, Neander, enrich your Un- 
derſtanding by the Knowledge of Things that become 
your Quality; and when you are doubly equipp'd (I mean 
with a fair Eftate, and a good fund of Learning) what 
can you defire more, but an ordinary Stock of Prudence 
to lay them out to Advantage? es 


| | VII. 

Converſe not ordinarily with Perſons above your Rank, 
nor with thoſe that are below it; that will endanger your 
Eſtate, this your Breeding. A Man of a thouſand Pound 
per Aunum, can't long keep pace with one of ten thou- 
ſand; he'll infallibly lag, and jade by the way; and per- 
chance be forc'd to take in at the next Goal: Or, if in 


time he reſolve to foreſtal his Ruin, he muſt faſt out the 


Riot of a ſhort Carnaval with a long Lent; he muſt 
ſtint himſelf to a ſhort Pittance, and lop off a Branch to 
ſecure the Stock: For Eſtate-Wounds feſter into a Gan- 
grene, and nothing but the Saw or Seering-Iron can ſtop 
the Infection. 7% 

But on the other fide, to herd with Peafants is a kind 
of voluntary Degradation; it's to break your Eſeatcheon, 
and to commence Yeoman. Peaſantry is a Diſeaſe, like 
the Plague, eaſily caught by Converſation ; it's a Colour 
that takes on any Subject, and ſeldom wears off : why 


then ſhall a Perſon of Honour forfeit his Patent without 


Treaſon ? Clowns are a ſort of encroaching Animals ; 
give an Inch, they'll take an Ell, and repay your Famili- 
arity with Contempt and Outrage: If you intend to oblige 
them to a Diſtance, ſtoop not below your Station, nor 
- ſet them on equal Ground; if once you make them Com- 
panions, they Il uſurp the Authority of Maſters ; for they 
want Prudence to manage a Familiarity, but not Impu- 


dence to abuſe it: But take care not to brow-beat them, 


nor pretend to keep them under too ſevere Diſcipline; for 
the moſt deſpicable and cowardly Creatures, if forc'd, 


will turn and fly in your Face. 


VIII. 5 
Some Gentlemen are ſo punctilious and nice, that the 


look on Buſineſs as a thing below their Level: No, they 
not 


4 
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not look on their Accounts, tho' their Eſtate lies in an 
Agony; as if there were no Difference between Pru- 
A4ence and Trading. But certainly, Wiſdom jars not with 
Quality; and J hope, one may be a 8000 Husband with- 
odurt turning Clown: It's no Branch of a Gentleman's Pre- 
ogative to be bubbled out of Houſe and Home. When 
Expences run high, is it not fit at leaſt to provide againſt 
Fraud and Circumvention? Prodigality on the one Side, 
and Fraud on the other, will ſoon drain an Eſtate to the 
"XX Lees. Do not therefore all by 0 oe, : To truſt a 
Steward too much, is to expoſe his Vertue. Honeſty is 
not always Proof againſt Temptation: Men often cheat 
without Scruple, when they can do it without Fear. Re- 
member, that Nobility ftript of Means, makes no gen- 
tee] Figure; it can't ſtand without golden Supporters: 
Model therefore your Expences by. your Income, and 
reflect you poſſeſs Lands, not Mines; uo thouſand ex- 
pended, and one received, will not balance Accounts at 
the Vear's End: If you are wiſe, live on the Crop, not 
on the Land; convey not a Lordſhip to London in a Bill 
of Exchange, nor carry Acres in your Pocket; they thrive 
well in Country Air, but fall into Conſumptions and 
Heeticks at Mhbite- hall and Groom-Porters, and ſoon ex- 
pire; and then you muſt run upon the Common, or live 
on Charity er Courteſy ; or Chameleon-like, on the Air, 
unleſs you had rather turn Knight-Errant on the King's 
Highway, or take up your 1 at Tyburn. Believe 
me, Neander, Poverty is unfaſhionable in our Days, and 
Dependance uneaſy; take Care therefore of the main 
Chance, lay by a Reſerve for Age and Accidents: Anew 
Lordſhip does not (like a Phenix) jump out of the Aſhes 
of the old: No, when it's gone, Hope follows it; no- 
thing remains but Beggary, Contempt, Deſpair, and Re- 
3 © 4 pentance. 5 oy” 

= Be neither coverons nor profuſe ; Extreams are vicious; 
= that ſeems leſs genteel, and this more fooliſh. I hate 
do ſee a Gentleman, like a Snail, draw in his Figure to 
= fave his Purſe, and not only want the Conveniences, but 
even the Neceſſaries of Life in the Face of Abundance: | 0 
his is almoſt to antedate Miſery, and to turn the Fa- 
ble of Tautalus into a real Story. I would no more truſt 
ſuch a Miſer, than a Foor-Pad or a Cut-Parſe; he who 
ves Money more than himſelf, will infallibly rate it above 
| C | Honeſty, 


e 
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Honeſty, and he'll ſtretch a Point, and anlooſe Conſci- 


ence when e ee opens any Proſpect of Gain: 
For to a Miſer, Knavery and Cozenage are unqueſtiona- 
ble Axiom, and ought to be ſuppoſed as a Poſtulatum: 
In a word, it's a baſe Employment to lie on Earth, and 
to ſtand Centinel to Intereſt ; I would neither fawn on 
Money for Money's Sake; nor dxck and drake it away 
for a Frolick: No, I would not part with my Liberty 
for a Spaniſh Flota, nor with a Shilling for a good Mor- 
row; that would be to over-value Slavery; and this to un- 
der-rate Silver. | 
Let your Equipage run even with your Purſe and Qua- 
lity. Starve not yourſelf to feed Lackeys ; nor give em 
2 Coach (as N. N. did) to fave their Liveries. Hand- 
ſom Regales ſometimes buoy up Credit, cheriſh Friend- 
ſhip, nouriſh Mirth, and breathe Life and Spirit into 
Converſation ; tho? they fink your Purſe, they do not 
drain it; at leaſt you receive Credit for your Money. 


A continual Application to Buſineſs works upon the 


85 it exhauſts the Spirits, and undermines Health: 


ature muſt not be run down, allow it Time to breathe; 
if you are always on the Spur, you'll jade it. Exehange 
therefore ſometimes your ſerious Employments for ho- 
neſt and gentee] Recreations ; they refreſh the Mind, un- 
burthen Nature, enliven the Faculties, and pour new Life 
and Vigour into the Body : Chuſe thoſe that are more 
diverting and leſs expenſive; a Pleaſure over-purchaſed is 
2 real Torment, and then if they require Study and Ap- 
1 you do not ſo much eaſe e as change the 
Burthen. I would not have you venture upon Games 
of Hazard, unleſs Civility oblige you, and even then 
ſtake no more, than you dare loſe without Paſſion : 
Thoſe Plays, like Quick-Sands, ſwallow Eſtates at a 
ſitting; they deyour a Man's Patience, and caſt Nature 
into a Ferment. Good God! how uneaſy have I ſeen 
- Gamefters? Methought they fate on Thorns or Tenters; 
you might ſee Paſhon in their Geſtures, and read De- 
ſpair on their Faces; they broke through all the Barri- 
ers of Modeſty and Decoram, and diced away their Mo- 
ney firſt, and then flung Patience after it. Had Force 
ſtretcht theſe Gameſters on that Rack, I ſhould have 15 
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tied their Misfortune ; but when I reflected they were 
their own Executioners, let 'em ſuffer, ſaid I, nothing 
but Stripes can teach Fools Wiſdom, nor reſtore Mad- 
men to their Wits. ; | | 
I met once Sir N. N. an old Acquaintance; whither 
ſo faſt, ſaid I, old Friend? I am, replied he, on an Ex- 
pedition : You are methinks, anſwered I again, too cra- 
2y for a Winter Campaign, and too old to turn Maro- 
dear, or Partizan: Nay, ſaid he, my Buſineſs lies with- 
in Doors: In ſhort, I am bound for St. Fames's, where I 
intend to fling away a hundred Guineas. To fling away 
a hundred Guineas! faid I, Prithee, if you are over- 
charged with Coin, favour me with the Burthen ; 
you'll play the Fool at leaſt with a better Grace, and lets 
Trouble. But the Propoſal did not reliſh z he would, 
Gentleman-like, keep his Word, though he loſt his 
Purſe; and had rather forfeit his Eſtate than his Credit. 
He invited me to accompany him; away we drove to 
the Place of Rendezvous, where we found his Antago- 
niſt ready to encounter: Down they fat, and to it they 
went; at the beginning the Dice favour'd my old Knight 
fo ſtrangely, that I thought good Luck and he were of 
Intelligence. Lord! how the old Gentleman crow'd f 
Joy dane'd through every Joint, you might ſee it fluſh 
in his Face, and gild the Decays of Nature. In fine, 
ood Luck ſeem'd to have fil'd off his Account twenty 
ears, and to have put as many more to his Credit; 
but then if good Humour fat on this Side of the Table, 
bad fat on the other; the young Squire firſt took the Pet, 


then Clouds began to riſe, which made me expect a 
= Tempeſt; nor was I deceived in my Conjecture ; for 
immediately away fly the Dice with a Brace of Curſes 
= at their Heels; then Fortune is halled to the Bar, ar- 


= raigned and condemned: Providence brings up the Rear 


X 5 of the Criminals; you wou'd have thought this one and 
twenty came in a direct Line from Hercules, he play'd 
the Furioſo ſo lively. e 


And now Sir N. N. was entring the Haven with his 


golden Fleece; when on a ſudden the Wind chopt 
about, and blew in his Teeth; the Tables are turned, 
the Scene is changed, the Knight fumes, and the Squire 

= triumphs; one curſes the Dice, the other gives em his 


Bleſſing: They ſteer their Paſſions by the Cabe, and vary 
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and loſt all Gravity and Moderation. 


Play ? Can Sport and Anxiety, Fear and 
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with the Caſts. In fine, my Friend ſtood to his Word, 


he left the Field, and a hundred Guineas to the Victor, 
I accompanied 
him to his Lodgings ; but I found he was even lurcht 
of good Nature alſo. Well, faid I, do you call this 
eſpair ſtand 
together ? Hell and Heaven are as compatible : I would 
as ſoon for Diverſion take a Turn upon the Rack, or 
lay my Head between the Anvil and the Hammer ; theſe 


Torments are not greater ; but I am fure are leſs expen- 


R 
Neander, You may learn by this, how ill theſe Plays 
deſerve the Name of Recreations; fly *em therefore as 
the Plague, they prey upon Content, corrode Satisfacti- 
on, and in Concluſion ſwallow Eſtates, and commend 


Nobility to the Pariſh. ns 


Hawking and Hunting are more manly, more genteel, 
and more diverting; theſe Sports are almoſt as antient 
as our Nature, they have kept up their Reputation in 
ſpight of all the Viciſſitudes of Time and Fortune; but 
then they muſt be taken with Moderation, like Phyſick 
for Health, not like Meat for Diet. To range eternally 
in Woods and Thickets after Beaſts, is rather the Office 
of a Keeper, than the Sport of a Gentleman. I blame 
not the Recreation, but the Exceſs: For though Hunting 
be a royal Paſtime, it's certainly a baſe and ſervile Em- 
ployment. | Fes 5 
Mean. Pray, what is your Opinion of Dancing and 
Mufick? Are they genteel Accompliſhments? © 
Euſeb. No doubt: They embelliſh Quality, and give 
a pretty turn to Breeding ; they furniſh a Man with all 
the little Ingredients neceſſary for a quaint Addreſs, and 
uſher him into Company with Advantage; they relieve 
a drooping Diſcourſe : For when Reaſon runs low, and 
Converſation languiſhes, a Stroke of the Fiddle, a Song 


or a Sarabazd, well performed, may enliven it: But don't 


over-rate theſe Talents, nor place em among the firſt- 
rate Qualifications of a Gentleman ; for in Reality they 


oY f 
L — : 


only fit you up for a modiſh Addreſs, and a Female En- \ 


tertainment. ' Let a Man rather trim up his Mind than 
his Body: Thoſe Embelliſhments are more aoble and rich 
that lie in the Brain, than thoſe that link into the F cet, 


or perch on the Finger's End. | 9] 
or perch « gers End, 4 
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When Innocence left the World, Cloaths came into 


= Faſhion; they were only invented as a Screen to Naked- 
gness, and a Defence to Decency ; you muſt not there- 
ore invert the Inſtitution, nor turn the Marks of Infamy 
into Badges of Grandeur; for it's a Madneſs to pride in 
our Shame, and to look big becauſe we are poor and indi- 

gent: Indeed a Gentleman ſhould not clatter in Sabots, 
nor trudge about in Linſy-Woolſy. ho gg under ſuch a 
” Diſguiſe would make a flovenly Figure: Be neat with- 
cout Gaudineſs, genteel without Aﬀectation : In fine, the 


4 Taylor muſt take meaſure both of your Purſe and of your 
Y Quality, as well as of your Perſon : Fora Suit that fits 
3 the Character, is more alamede than that which fits well 


on the Body. I have ſeen ſome Fops over-ſhoot Extra- 
= vagance; they ranſack'd all the Shops in Pazer-Noſter- 
Nou and Cheapfide for the Matter, and conſulted the 
whole Company of Merchant-Taylors for the Form; a 
Man of War might be rigg'd with leſs Noiſe, and ſome- 
times at leſs Expence: Now, though fine Feathers make 
fine Birds, yet ſurely gaudy Trappings can't make fine 
Gentlemen : for the Embelliſhments of Quality are Wit, 
Judgment, and Behaviour; an Air that's noble without 
XX Havghtineſs, and condeſcending without Meannels. 
No theſe Qualifications lodge in the Soul, they lie in 
the Head, not on the Back; the Effects indeed run to the 
"XX Superficies, but the Cauſe ſculks out of fight. | 
I ſuppoſe we put not off our Nobility at Night, nor 
put it on in the Morning at the Toilet; why then are we | 
imitten with Drapery, and doat on Finery ? This muſt 
e be underſtood with Regard to Decency ; Allowance muſt 
4 de given to Cuſtom and Opinion; a Gentleman muſt 
g not be ſo unpretending in Appearance, as to affect 
5 gGlovenlineſs; this is to ſacrifice one Vice to another, to 
. atone for Vanity with Naſtineſs: Walk between theſe 
two Extremes; though you uſe both Shops and Taylors, 
_ depend on neither; build not your Reputation on Silks, 
in nor your Worth on Stuffs: For in a Word, they are mere 
5 = Excrements of poor Animals. Now, to make the baſeſt 
t, = Part of Worms and Sheep the Top of our Greatneſs, / 
s in Effect to commence Beaſt. Neander, put on a good 
en 1 Humour, a ſine Behaviour, a noble Diſpoſition, and 
_ | 3 you'l] 
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you'll keep the Mob at a Diſtance; but whoſoever pre- 


tends to dazzle Men into Reſpect, merely with Scarlet 


and Gold Lace, will fall ſhort of his Pretenſions. Men 
are not awed by Cloaths, but Vertue: Old Fabricius in his 


| Ferkin, and Curius in the Chimney Corner, were more 


eſteemed and feared than Caligula or Heliogabalus, in all 
their State and Bravery. | 


XI. 

Let not one Action ſtoop below the Level of your 
Quality ; be not deceived in the Notion of Honour ; this 
is a neceſſary Caveat in the mad Age we live. Some 
confound Honour with Profit, others with Pleaſure ; 
but by the Rules of this new Syſtem, Pilfering and Lewd- 


neſs are ogy Qualifications : And fo Foot-pads, 


Cut-purſes, and Debauchees may mae" to the Right of 
Peerage ; but others ſeat it on the Sword's Point, and per- 
ſuade themſelves it conſiſts in Slaughter; as if there were 
no Difference between Honour and Savageneſs, between 
a Gentleman and a Butcher: Theſe are a Race of Eu- 
ropean Canibals, who worry their Species, and devour 
Man's Fleſh ; true Authropophagi, who ſport in Blood, 
and turn Slaughter into a Nw 10n; they are known by 


the Names of Scowrers and Duelliſtis; but theſe Apella- 
tions are too innocent for ſo baſe, ſo barbarous an Em- 


ployment ; they ſtand guilty of Murder by the Laws of 
the Land, and therefore are mark'd with Shame and In- 


famy by the Government: But beſides they are condemn'd 


by the Law of God, and ſo are at once outlawed by Re- 
ligion and the State. What, I beſeech you, can ſtigma- 
tize and degrade a Practice more efficaciouſly than this 
double Excommunication? _ | 
But, fays a Gentleman, ſhall I receive an Afﬀront ? 
Yes, I hope, rather than a Stab, or a Halter; that may 
be retrieved, but a Wound in the Heart, or a disjointed 
Neck, are irremediable. But muſt I ſwallow the Lye 
zoo? Why not, if you deſerve it? The Puniſhment ex- 
ceeds not the Crime, and methinks it's reaſonable for the 


Penalty and the Fault to go together: For pray reflect 


if the Imputation of a Lye be ſo offenſive to Quality, the 


thing it ſelf is much more; and therefore you ought rather 


to take thoſe Imputations as Admonitions than Affronts. 
| But 


e 
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But ſuppoſe it be a Calumny, I would either contemn 
it or pardon it; a Man muſt underyalue the Benefit of 
Eaſe, and the Price of Life to ſell it for ſo inconſiderable 
a Trifle; for in the Judgment of the Law it's nothing, it 
will not bear an Action. Now, ſeeing we ſubmit to the 
Opinion of the Judges in other Differences, why are we 
refractory in this Caſe? The Law is the Standard not 
only of Right and Wrong, but of Honour and Infamy: 
And ſeeing it will not take Cognizance of ſo petty an 


Aſperſion, it ſuppoſes it below Notice. 


Ay! But cuſtom has ennobled Revenge: And we had 
better be out of the World, than out of the Faſhion. 


nder Favour, the King is the only Fountain of Ho- 


nour, and I cannot find he ever made over ta Cuſtom 
this Prerogative Royal. | | 

But what is this Cuſtom you talk of? (i. e.) a Club of 
Deſperadoes, without Religion, without Conſcience, a 
Pack of Renegado Chriſtians, who are a Scandal to their 
Profeſſion, and a Shame to their Nature; vote Murder a 
brave Action, and you obtrude this atheiſtical Error from 
the univerſal Opinion of Mankind, for the Standard of 
Honour and Bravery. Why? Such Mens Judgments 
are as falſe as their Principles, and their Opinions as de- 
praved as their Manners ; becauſe Raſcals extol Perjury, 
Highwaymen Robbery, and Debauchees Lewdneſs, are 
theſe creditable and innocent Vocations? Becauſe Per- 
jury, Robbery, and Licentiouſneſs are common, are they 
lawful ? | | 

Beſides, can any thing be more extravagantly fooliſh, 
than the Punctilio's of a Duelliſt? One has given me 
the Lye ; to wipe off the Affront, I muſt provoke him to 
tilt at my Lungs. Ah, but Right ſtands for 9 65 But 
what if Fortune ſtands for your Antagoniſt? Right is a 
dull Weapon, unleſs Skill and good Luck manage it; 
the clandeſtine Revenges of the Italians are cruel and 
diabolical, but at leaſt they are leſs fooliſh than ours; 
they will not bathe their wounded Honour in their own * 
Blood, but in that of their Enemy ; and therefore they 
attack unawares, or by Proxy; but we revenge at our 
own Expence, nay, and upon our ſelves, and ſometimes 
at a Difadvantage too; as if to retrieve our Honour 
we muſt die like Fools. I know not what Charms others 
may ſee in a Stab, I had rather be ſent into the other 

QC 4 | World 
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World by the Hangman than a Duelliſt ; à Duel is an ill 
Diſtemper to die of, though poſſibly Atheiſts may think 
it a genteel one; and I am confident theſe Martyrs of 
Honour will be diſcompoſed when they find their Recep- 
tion in the next Life falls ſhort of their Expectation. 
Death, Neander, is a great Leveller. Titles, Quali- 
ty, Wealth, with all their Appurtenances, leave us with 
the laſt Breath: A Clown will meet with Reſpect if he 
be innocent, and a Prince with Contempt if guilty ; our 
Treatment will anſwer our Actions, not our Birth; a 
Scavenger that dies in Peace with God will be conveyed 
into Glory ; and a Lord that expires in Sin into Tor- 
ments, | | : 


| XII. 3 
Some Gentlemen refine Breeding too much; they af- 
ſect a Singularity in Behaviour as well as in Religion, 
and ſo make themſelves ridiculous to appear genteel ; 
theſe are a heteragenous Race of Gentlemen ſome call 
Fops, and others Beaus ; they are a Compound of Farce 
and Ceremony, a Mixture of Mimick and Tragedian; 


ſhould ſuſpect they had ſome Relation to an Ape: For 
certainly they are of a mixt Species, and often the Beaſt 
predominates, but always the. Coxcomb ; if the Beau 
has more Wit, the Ape has more Judgment ; theſe Gen- 
tiemen ſpeak like Puppets, and walk like Clock-work ; 
they paſs the Morning between the Glaſs and the Toilet, 
and ſummon to their Levee the whole Poſſe of Taylors, 
Barbers, and Sempſtreſſes ; they value more the Art of 
dreſſing well, than the Knack of paying: And whilſt o- 
mers admire their Folly, like young Narciſſus, they 
contemplate their own Beauty: Pray leave the People 
and their Behaviour to themſelves, and if you can't avoid 
their Company, catch not their Grimaces. It's true, 
you muſt prepare for an Attack ; for like People ſtruck 
with the Plague, they love to give the Infection; if they 
find you reſty, they'll not fail to direct your Motions, 
and anatomize your Comportment, and then you muſt 
expect to be lampoon'd in Verſe, or pelted in Proſe ; 
8 but they always meet with poor Caſſaudra's Fortune, 
never to be believed; their yea's go for no's, and their 
Satyrs for Panegyricks: I might enlarge upon this Si 
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ject, but I fear I have already treſpaſled upon your Pa- 
tience. —1q 
Nean. I ſee, dear Euſebius, you are a Stranger to my 
Conſtitution, I am not ſo ſoon talk'd down; how can 
I ſpend my Time better, than in learning how ts ſpend it 
well ? ; 

After a ſhort Diſcourſe of indifferent things, Neander 
took leave of Exſebins with a Promiſe to return the next 
Morning. He kept his Word, and Euſebius ſpoke thus. 


a — 
* 


DIALOGUE I. 
Euſebius inſtruck. Neander iz the Duty of a Chriſtian. 


Euſeb. FE: harder, dear Neander, to deſcribe the part 

of a Chriſtian than that of a Gentleman, and 
a matter of higher Importance to act it well; if a Gen- 
tleman falls below his Character, his Reputation may 
ſuffer, but not his Soul: He may not ſtand fair in Mens 
Opinion, but this is a trivial Misfortune ; for pray what 
great Advantage is it to be eſteem'd by thoſe, who cannot 
be ſufficiently blam'd ? Alas! their Eſteem is ſo infignih- 
cant, that it's neither able to credit nor diſgrace. 

But oh! if our Life ſwerves from the Laws of Chri- 
ſtianity, and if Death takes us away in this Diſorder, 
we are undone for ever, eternally loſt ! without Hope of 
Change, or of retrieving our Misfortune : Upon this 
Point our All depends; if we act a Chriſtian well, we 
"2X {hall be well received into the Joys of the Juſt; but if ill, 
into the Puniſhments of the Impious: And both theſe 

States are everlaſting, both immenſe, that in Pleaſure, 
this in Pain. | | 

I Now, when the Gain on the one fide is fo vaſt, and the 
2X Loſs on the other fo exorbitant, does not Reaſon tell us 
that we ought to bend all our Care, all our Application, 
to diſcharge our ſelves of the Duties of a Chriſtian? I 
will therefore draw up a ſhort Scheme of the moſt preſ- 
ling Offices of your Profeſſion, and furniſh you with 
Motiyes able to perſuade you to comply with 'em. 


I. The 
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I. 

'The chief Reaſon why Men live at random is, becauſe 
they have forgot their Errand ; they fancy themſelves 
to be the Work of Chance, the Oft-forin, of Hazard, 
Creatures of Pleaſure placed on the Land (as the Levia- 
than is in the Water) to ſport and play; but certainly we 
muſt have ſmall Acquaintance with the Dignity of our 
Nature, and a mean Opinion of our Greatneſs, to frame 
ſuch wild Ideas. Our Underſtanding is too noble to be 
buried in Dung and Rubbiſh; and 3 Foal too ſpiritual to 
= condemned by Nature to the baſe Employments of 

rutes. 

No, no, Neander: God's Omnipotence framed us, 
and his Goodneſs deſigned us for himſelf alone. He has 
ennobled us with Reaſon to know his Greatneſs, with a 
Will to love his Goodneſs, and with a Soul to enjoy his 
Perfection. He is our Alpha and our Omega, the Origin 
of our Being, and the End of our Creation. It's im- 
poſſible for us to be miſerable with him, or happy with- 
out him. 8 


But, though we are made to enjoy God in Heaven, 
it's uncertain, whether we ſhall ever land at this thrice 
happy Haven of the Bleſſed; for God has decreed to 
communicate the ſupreme Felicity as a Reward, not as 
a Gift: We muſt take this City by Storm, not by Capi- 
tulation: We muſt enter Repee a la main: ¶ violent ra- 


pPiunt illud. But if the Difficulty cramps our Courage, 


if it baulks our Reſolution, if we miſcarry in the Enter- 
prize, or fail in the Execution, we are undone for ever; 
we muſt take up our Habitation in Hell, and dwell per- 
petually with Fire and Brimſtone. This we belleve, 
Neander, and the bare Thought of it ſometimes con- 
geals the very Blood in our V 

Horror and Amazement. One Theft, one Murder, one 
Fornication unrepented, caſts us into a Lake of Eire, in- 
to a Vale of Torments, into a ſad Manſion of Deſpair, 


where we ſhall always burn, and never be conſumed ; 
always die, and ever live the Object of God's Wrath, 


and the perpetual Monuments of our Folly and Diſobe- 
dience. Theſe two Points are, as it were, Poſtulatums 


in Morality, and God has been pleaſed to reveal em in 
| | | almoſt 


eins, and ſtrikes us with 
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almoſt every Chapter and Page of the New Teſtament, 
that he might allure us to our Duty by the charming Pro- 
ſpect of Heaven, or ſcare us to it by the diſmal Repre- 


ſentation of Hell. 
8 „ 


We can't tax God of Severity, nor complain of his 
Unkindneſs; for though on the one Hand he draws up 
in Battalia all the Terrors of an unhappy Eternity to 
fright us; on the other he diſplays all the Treaſures of 
Heaven to whet our Hope, and animate our Courage; 
nor does he lay our Salvation in the Hands of Chance, 
or truſt it to the Care of our Enemies. Vet, he has en- 
truſted every Man with his own Welfare; ſo that we 
cannot be miſerable, unleſs we conſpire againſt our ſelves, 
and turn Traytors to our own Intereſt. If therefore we 
miſcarry, muſt not the Fault lie at our own Door? If we 
will be ſo ſtupid as to fling up our Claim to Heaven; fo 
void of Reaſon as to leap into Hell; do not we deſerve 
to forfeit the one, and feel the other? A Man, who in 
ſpight of Prayers and Tears will vault down a Precipice, 
| deſerves to meaſure the height of it by the Fall; and if 
he breaks his Neck, who will not rather laugh at his 
Misfortune than pity it ? | 


| IV. | 

Had God tied up our Happineſs to harder Conditions, 
he had not oyer-rated it. For all we can either do or 
ſuffer in time, bears no Proportion with an Eternal Re- 
ward; though he be our Maſter, he has behaved him- 
ſelf to us with all the Tenderneſs of an indulgent Father. 
For he has drawn up Articles ſo advantageous for us, 
that we muſt be mad to complain, either of Circumven- 
tion or hard Dealing: He requires nothing but Love and 
Obedience. Now who can in Reaſon refuſe to love an 
infinite Beauty ? Or to obey an omnipotent Power? We 
Pay him Love and Obedience by keeping his Command- 
ments, which are only hard to thoſe that reſolve to 
tranfgreſs em. Et mandata ejus gravia non ſunt. Nay, 
they are ſo agreeable to Reaſon, that we muſt croſs upon 
our Nature, before we can violate em, and almoſt ceaſe 
to be Men, when we begin to be Sinners. In a Word, 
to be happy in the next World we muſt be vertuous in 
this, Vertue is your Duty, Neander, and if you practiſe 
i* 
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it ſeriouſly, *twill prove your Pleaſure. For God has ſo 


interwoven our Duty with our Satisfaction, that it's im- 


poſſible for a Man to be innocently unhappy. 


V. 
Though Vertue be an excellent Thing, it may be abu- 


| fed. It lies within the Reach of Fancy, Illuſion, and 


Miſapplication; there is falſe Vertue as well as adulterate 
Coin: And as the Lacedemoniaus trickt up their Gods in 
the Spartan Dreſs; ſo oftentimes Men model Vertue by 
their own Paſſions. I have ſeen a moroſe Zealot eternal- 
ly harangue againſt the Corruption of the Age; all was 
wrong, all vicious, that croſs'd his ſour Humour. One 
would have thought God had conſtituted him Inſpector- 
General of Mankind; he kickt and flung after ſo unchri- 
ſtian a rate, *twas dangerous to come within his Reach. 


Now, though Scripture and Reaſon call this Sin, he miſ- - 


took it, good Man, for Vertue. His Error was Proof 
againſt Homily and Exhortation. You might have ſooner 


perſuaded him out of his Chriſtian Name, than out of his 


peeviſh Humour. 


As J efteem nothing more than true and genuine Ver- 


tue, ſo I abhor a Hypocrite, I hate thoſe Mountebanks 
of the Spirit, who turn Piety into a Trade; who pray 
themſelves into Livings, and whine themſelves into Re- 
putation ; who practiſe Humility out of Pride, and Cha- 
rity out of Spight ; who preach up the moſt ſevere Mo- 
rals in publick, and condemn em in private; whoſe Zeal 
is Cenſure, whoſe Juſtice is Intereſt, and Piety a Cover 
to Vanity. I have heard theſe T artars laſh the World to 
Exceſs, whilſt they courted it to Extravagance : They ex- 


_ tolled Solitude, yet were always in Company, and prai- 


ſed Vertue, when they practiſed Vice. In one Word, this 
Race of Men is a Medley of Oppoſites, humble without, 
and proud within; arrogant to Exceſs, and on Occaſions 


- ſubmiſſive beyond Meaſure; all Fire, and all Smoak ; 


Saints in Appearance, and Sinners in Effect. 

Others place Dagon and the Ark on the fame Altar. 
Like Fehz, they blend Good with Evil, adore God in 
the Temple, and golden Calves in Dan and Bethel : 
Sometimes they are all Spirit, ſometimes all Body: Now 
they regale their Senſes with a thouſand Ragouſts of 


the moſt refined Lewdneſs : By and by they * 
5 | Souls 
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Souls with the moſt high-ſeaſon'd Piety: One Day they 
ſurfeit with Faſting, another with Feaſting: Yeſterday 
they were tired with Kneeling, to Day with Dancing: 
They ſeldom miſs a Sermon, never a Play: If you ſee 
a Prayer-Book in their Hand, you may ſwear there is 2 
Lampoon in their Pocket; and if the Bible lies on their 
Desk, a Romance ſtands on the Shelf; ſo that they are 
half Saint, and half Devil, but all Monſter. I knew a 
He-Devotee, who would ſpeak fo feelingly of the Ex- 
cellency of Chaſtity, one would have taken him for a 
Baptiſi; yet at the ſame time he entertain'd a Miſs in a 
Corner; and though on Sunday he appear'd in the Church 
with Reſpect before the Lord, all the Week he paid Ho- 
mage to the Lady: This is not Vertue, but an Oleo of 
Vices: This is to worſhip God as the Soldiers did our Sa- 
viour, with Outrage and Blaſphemy. You may eaſily 
infer, that the Duty of a Chriſtian obliges you to deteſt 
and abhor ſuch a Conduct, but not to imitate it, one 
Defect tarniſhes Vertue. Bonum ex integra cauſa, ma- 
lum ex quolibet defectu. | 

That Man is truly vertuous, who is neither proud in 

ood Fortune, nor abject in bad; who defires nothing but 

eaven, and fears nothing but Hell; who avenges Af- 
fronts with Favours, and Injuries with Pardon; who is 
ſevere to himſelf, and eaſy to his Neighbour ; who ſpeaks 
well of all but himſelf; and never pardons his own De- 
fects, nor cenſures thoſe of his Brethren. In a Word, Ne- 
ander, Do good, and fly from evil, is the Sum of your Du- 
ty. This is Vertue in. Short-Hand, Perfection in Epi- 
tome, and Heaven in Reverſion. ; | 


| VL. 

That Part of your Duty is of the greateſt Importance, 
that immediately belongs to God; he is our Maker and 
our Sovereign, we are indebted to his Power for our 
Being, to his Goodneſs for our Converſation ; from him 
we expect the Reward of our Vertues, and the Puniſh- 
ment of our Vices. Return him therefore a thouſand 
"Thanks for the Favours you have received from the firſt 
Moment of your Creation; you can't begin the Ac- 
knowledgement too ſoon, you can't repeat it too often, 
becauſe you can never thank him enough; reſpect him 
88 your Father, ſerve him as your Maſter, and fear him 

| as 
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as your Judge; neither forget his Kindneſs in Proſperity, 
nor blaſpheme his Conduct in Adverſity: He is no leſs 
amiable when he frowns, than when he ſmiles; when he 
wounds, than when he heals. And therefore kiſs the 
ſacred Hand that ftrikes, as well as that which ſtroaks 
you: He always deſigns your Good, unleſs by Murmurs 
and Impatience you turn his Bleſſing into Curſes ; and 
then praiſe his Conduct, but condemn your own. 

Ah! Neander, a thouſand thouſand times happy is 
that Man, who flings up all his Concerns into the Hands 
of Providence, and ties up his Defires to the Laws of 
Obedience; he carries in his Breaſt a little Paradiſe, and 
a Heaven in Proſpect; he fits above the reach of For- 
tune, and beholds with an Air of Unconcernedneſs un- 
der his Feet, all thoſe Storms and Tempeſts that daſh in 
Pieces other Mens Felicity; he neither deſires good 
Succeſs, nor fears Diſappointment; he opens his Door 
no leſs chearfully to Want, than to Abundance: In fine, 
he knows, that Command is God's Prerogative, and Sub- 
miſſion his Duty. Can Imagination paint a more ſolid, 


a more ſincere Satisfaction, than neither to languiſn un- 


der the Torments of Hope, nor to ſink under the Billows 
of Deſpair ; than to ſubject our Appetite to Reaſon, and 
this to God, our omnipotent Maker and merciful Re- 
deemer ? 

This Submiſhon raiſes Man to the Height of Vertue 
and Happineſs: For whoſoever bows his Neck. to the 
ſweet Yoak of Providence, neither amuſes his Thoughts 
with viſionary Hopes, nor extravagant Fears; he lives on 
his own Fund, and keeps his Deſires within the Compaſs 
of his Power; he is content with the Portion God has 
aſſigned him: This he holds only in Fee, and is ready to 
leave it at the firſt Command. He neither affects to be 
leſs, nor aſpires to a higher Station ; he would be juſt as 
he is, becauſe God has made him ſo. 

Near. This State of Indifference is a fine thing in 
Theory and Speculation, but impoſſible in Practice, and 
is rather to be wiſhed, than hoped for, 1 | 

Euſeb. Pray remember that deſponding Thoughts only 
ſerve to pall the Spirits, and to blaſt generous Reſolutions. 
Things are often impoſlible, becauſe Cowardiſe makes 
em ſo: Check Fancy, and you'll not encounter thoſe 


Difficulties in the Practice: Puſillanimity and Non-Expe- 
| rience 
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rience conjure up to fright you. For God is no Epicurean 
Deity, ſo taken up with the Enjoyment of his own Fe- 


licity, that he has no leiſure to caſt a Thought on the 


Concerns of poor Mortals below: No, no, Neander, 
his Providence is as boundleſs as his Being; he did notdi- 
veſt himſelf of the Government of the World, when he 
had made it ; he can't either forfeit his Title to the Ad- 
miniſtration of the Univerſe, or abdicate it, That Hand 
which made all Things muſt of Neceſſity continue em, 
otherwiſe they'd make a ſpeedy Exit, and fink into their 
primitive Nothing: He has aſſigned every Being its Sta- 
tion; even the Worm and the Piſmire, he ſets em their 


Task, teaches them to work, and through a thouſand 


Labyrinths leads all things to their perfect Ends. Now 


certainly, he that created all ſublunary Beings for Man, 


cannot be thought to withdraw his Care from him, as if 
he were below his Love or Concern : No, no, he counts 
the Hairs of his Head, and regiſters his Steps in the Folio 
of his Omniſcience. 

Now God being Goodneſs it ſelf, he can't wait upon 
us with an ill Deſign. He ſtands over us as a Guardian, 
not as a Spy; as a Friend, not as an Enemy; he conſi- 
ders our Conſtitution, and pries into all Circumſtances, 
that he may time his Favours, and ſo enhance their Va- 
lue, by adapting them to our Neceſſities. 

As his Goodneſs aſſures us he means well, ſo his Wiſ- 
dom gives us Security and Caution, that he can't be de- 


ceived in the Choice of thoſe Things he deſigns for us; he 


can't give us a Stone for a Loaf, nor a Scorpion for a 
Fiſh, nor Poiſon for a Medicine: So that we are ſure 
on the one ſide, that nothing befals us unawares, but ei- 
ther by his Permiſſion or Command; and on the other, 
that he either permits or commands it for our Good; and 
that it will certainly prove ſo, unleſs we defeat his chari- 
table Deſigns by Impatience or Blaſphemy, and by a 
ſtrange ſelf-creative Power turn his Bleſſings into Curſes. 


Now, what Misfortune can make Impreſſion on a Mind 


ſo ſtrongly fenced? It will ſtand the moſt fiery Trial, 
without an 0h, without a wry Face; for it has both 
Faith and Reaſon to ſupport it? And then he that will 


weep that has all the Reaſon in the World to laugh, muſt 


be fond of Tears, and in Love with Torment. 


It's 
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It's true, this Doctrine is extinct in Practice: We 
ſnarl at Providence, we diſpute his Orders, and burleſque 
his Decrees; we ſcream out at the lighteſt Touch of his 
gentle Hand, and turn our ſelves into all the Poſtures of 

mpatience ; we neither receive his Favours with Thanks, 
nor Correction with Patience. | 
But this irrational Conduct argues much Peeviſhneſs 
and more Infidelity. For theſe People muſt either doubt 
of his Power, or dare not truſt his Goodneſs ; and then 
they deny both by Illation. | 
Ahl dear Neander, commit your Concerns to the Ma- 
nagement of God; ask no temporal Bleſſing, but with 
a fiat voluntas tua; refuſe no Affliction; receive that 
with Gratitude, this with Reſignation; and if you can't 
defire Croſſes, at leaſt accept em, and remember always, 
that thoſe things often prove more prejudicial we pray 
for, than thoſe we fear. 185 5 

We are an America, an undiſcovered Region to our 
ſelves, our Deſires fly not only before Reaſon, but Re- 
flection; ſo that we are ſo far from knowing what is 
55 for us, that we know not what we would be at: 

ur Fancy over-ſhoots Nature, and (like a Fool's Para- 
diſe) repreſents Objects in borrowed Colours and falſe 
Shapes: Deluded therefore by vain Glaſſes and deceitful 
Opticks, we dote by Hazard, and hate at Random; we 
embrace a deformed Leah for a charming Rachel; court 
Happineſs, and eſpouſe Miſery, But God, who built our 
Fabrick, knows our Conſtitution ; he dives into our Tem- 
per, and comprehends all thoſe Things we either eagerly 
purſue, or paſſionately fly from; he ſees the Employment 
of theſe will convey us to eternal Felicity, and the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of thoſe into endleſs Torments. He therefore 
gives what we feared, and refuſes what we defired. Now, 
is it not a Kindneſs to be thus mercifully cruel? Is it not 
a Favour to baulk our Pretenſions, and a real Misfor- 
tune to be fortunate? . 


| „„ | 
We can never withdraw our ſelves from God's Im- 
menſity: He reigns in Hell no leſs than in Heaven: He 
exerciſes his Juſtice among the Damned, and his Mercy 
among the Bleſſed; he dwells in Woods, and walks in 
Cities; he retires with us into Solitude, and accompa- 
mes 


©} 
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nies us in Converſation ; he is in all Places, and ſees all 
Things ; he fathoms our Defires, he counts our Words, 


he ſcans our Actions, and reads our Thoughts. 
Imprint this Truth with indelible Characters in your 


Memory, and recommend it to your daily Conſiderati- 


on; it will teach you both Caution and Reſpect ; it will 
curb the diſorderly Sallies of Nature, and bind your Paſ- 
ſion to its good Behaviour. You will not have the Face 


to ſtep beyond the Bounds of Duty, nor ſcarce be tempted 


to tranſgreſs it. Nature, I confeſs, is unruly, it will run 
away with us, unleſs we keep a ſtrong and watchful Hand 
over it; but then the very Thought that God ſtands by, 
will blow over thoſe Flames of Paſhon, that dimi Rea- 
ſon, and hurry us into Tranſgreſſions. 

Before a grave Man we date not fall into Indecency ; 
his very Preſence gives a Check to Appetite, and ſtops 
Senſuality in its full Career: So that Lewdneſs and De- 
bauchery are forced to retire, and give Place to Shame. 

He who violates the Law in the Face of Authority, that 
has both Will and Power to revenge the Contempt, 
gives an evident Proof, that either Life is uneaſy to him, 
or that he is not compos mentis, and by conſequence de- 
ſerves Bedlam rather than Dyburn. Yet human Juſtice 
acts in a narrow Sphere; it reaches but to Life, and can- 
not purſue the Criminal beyond the Grave. If there- 
fore the Sight of a Man, and the Apprehenſion of Death, 
ha ve ſuch a Tranſcendency over us, as to cool the Fire 
of Paſſion, to diſcountenance an unbeſeeming Sally, and 
to repel any Aſſault upon our Vertue; certainly, a ſtrong 
Perſuaſion, that God is preſent, that he looks on us to 
crown our Vertues, and to chaſtiſe our Vices, cannot be 
leſs efficacious; for he is Sovereign Diſpoſer of our Souls 
and Bodies; he is able to tumble theſe into nothing, and 
thoſe into Hell; we may baffle human Juſtice, either by 
Flight, Money, or Favours, but we cannot fly out of 
God's Dominion; his Anger can neither be appeaſed with 
Bribes, nor ſoftned with Tears, nor overcome with En- 
treaties. | | 

Now a Man who with the Eyes of Faith continually 
beholds this dreadful Majeſty hovering about him, with 
the Reward of Vertue in one Hand, and the Sword of 
Revenge in the other, will take Care of his Behaviour, 
and not ſell his Innocence for a fleet Pleaſure in Hand, 

| ; | and 
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and eternal Torments in Remainder. Let me therefore 
once more. intreat you, by all that is dear, by all that is 
ſacred, to carry this Conſideration along with you in all 
your Buſineſs, in all your Paſtimes, its Company will 
neither be troubleſome nor expenſive, but I am ſure it 
will be advantageous. 


VIII. | 
God's infinite Greatneſs intitles him to Homage; and 
our Dependance calls upon us to pay it: We cannot ac- 
knowledge too ſoon his Authority, becauſe we cannot 
reſpect it too much: We are the Work of his Hands, 


the Object of his Mercy, and ſhall once be eternally 


that of his Love, or of his Hatred; of his Love, if we 


execute his Commands; but of his Hatred, if we tranſ- 
greſs em. Juſtice therefore and Gratitude ; Hope of 


Heaven, and Fear of Hell, preach Vertue and Obedience 
to his moſt holy Injunctions. Yet, alas! this Voice of 
Thunder is not able to awake our young Gallants, 
like ſo many bewitched Sampſons, they ſleep in the Bo- 
ſom of faſcinating Pleaſures, that lull 'em into pleaſing 
Trances, imaginary Delights, to plunge 'em into real 
Torments. One would think they either disbelieved a 
future State, they are ſo unconcerned for the preſent ; or 
that they had a Patent to do ill; or at leaſt an Aſſurance 
of Pardon and Repentance. T heir Study is to learn 
Sins; their Employment to commit 'em, and grand Di- 


yerhon to applaud their Impieties. Tell theſe deluded 


Creatures they walk over Precipices, and ſport on the 
Brink of Deſtruction : That to live a Debauchee, is to 
die a Reprobate: They anſwer your charitable Admo- 
nition with a Joak, or a Frown, and very coldly reply, 
that Youth was made for Pleaſure, and old Age for 


Repentance. Good God ! that Men of Wit and Parts, 


ſhould ſo wretchedly fool themſelves into Ruin. Were 
our Souls no longer lived than our Bodies, did they fink 
into nothing when we ceaſed to breathe, that atheiſtical 
Rant, Ede, bibe, gaude, cras moriemur, would not be 
quite unreaſonable, Could we look into the Future, and 
read our Deſtiny, could we caſt up a Horoſcope of our 
Death, as Aſtrologers do of our Life; were we ſure that 
cras moriemur, we might equip ourſelves to Day for a 


Journey to Hell, and make to Morrow great Prepara- 


tions 
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tions for Heaven. But, alas! we dwell in a Region, 
where Certainties are ſo twiſted with Uncertainties, that 
though we know we muſt die, yet we are as igno- 
rant of the Time, Place, and Manner, as the Child un- 
born. Perchance Divine Juſtice may arreſt us in the ve- 
ry Heat of our Lewdneſs: It may drag us from the Stews 
to Judgment : The firſt time we cloſe our Eye-lids may 
be the laſt: We may only ſleep in this World to wake in 
the next; we may only open our Eyes to ſee ſtrange 
Flames, and return to our Senſes to feel them. | 

Sudden Deaths are not miraculous. The Bills of Mor- 
tality aflure us they are too ordinary: But theſe Accidents 
ſurprize your Debauchees oftner, than thoſe who live 
within the Bounds of "Temperance and Moderation. 
They over-charge Nature with continual Exceſs, and ſet 
all the Humours of the Body in an Uproar: And how 
eaſy is it for theſe Humours in ſuch a Hurry and Fu- 
mult, to crowd in upon the Heart? or to fly up to the 
Brain? or to impede the playing of the Lungs, and on a 
ſudden ſtop Reſpiration ? 

But though God ſhould deal more mercifully with 
theſe Men than they deſerve, though he ſhould give them 
both Time and Leiſure to repent, it's ten to one they will 
die in their Sins, and carry into the next World thoſe 
Crimes they committed in this. | 

For two Things are neceſſary for a thorough Repen- 
tance ; God's Grace and Man's Co-operation ; without 
that we cannot repent, and without this he will not par- 
don. If therefore the Difficulty to be overcome be greater 
at T hreeſcore, than at Twenty, and Grace be leſs, it's 
odds they'll not repent at Threeſcore, but that certainly 
will be greater, and this infallibly will be leſs. There- 
fore it's odds, that the final Reſolutions of theſe unfortu- 
nate Gentlemen will vaniſh into Smoak, and end in eter- 
nal Deſpair and Puniſhment. | 

I prove the Difficulty will certainly be greater. Phi- 
loſophy and Experience teach us, that a frequent Re- 
lapſe into any Diſorder ingenders a Habit, that is, a 
Facility and Propenſion to reiterate the ſame Actions. 
And this takes its Force from the Frequency of the Pra- 
ctice: For though in natural Productions there is a cer- 
tain Point of Growth and Perfection, yet in Morals 
there is no ſuch Term, both vicious and vertuous Habits 
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may go on in infinitum: Hence it happens, that an inve- 
terate Cuſtom twiſts and winds itſelf into our very Na- 
ture; it ſinks into our Bones; and enters into our Conſti- 
tution. Now, if all the frighttul Reproaches of Conſci- 
ence, all the Calls of Grace, the diſmal Proſpect of thoſe 
Shades below, the charming Allurements of Heaven above, 
were too feeble to reſtrain Nature alone; will they filence 
the Clamours of mutinous Pafſions, curb the Violence of 
Nature back'd by Cuſtom, and inflamed with ill Habits ? 
No, no: Nature ſeconded by a Habit (like a Loadſtone 


armed with Iron) draws ten times ſtronger. He who 


groans under the Weight of a Feather, will fall under 
that of a Mill-ſtone. 


Now, as ill Habits biaſs Nature, and make it more 


impetuous, and leſs governable ; ſo in our Suppoſition, 
Grace the chief active Principle, is leſs. For Grace is 
a free Gift, no Debt, aliter Gratia non eſſet; we mult re- 
| 8 it as a mere Benevolence, and cannot ask it as our 

UE. : : 
It is probable God will pour down upon his mortal Ene- 
mies theſe Streams of Favour and Beauty, as plentifully 
as on his Friends? On thoſe who blaſpheme him twenty 
Years together, as on thoſe who adore him? On thoſe 
who abandon their Duty out of a determinate Malice, 
as on thoſe who fall by Surprize? It is certain he will 
not: For God will not be laught at; and can the Wit of 
Man invent a more compendious, and at the ſame time 
a more biting Raillery, than by trampling under Foot 
this Divine Gift, that coſt our great Redeemer Torrents 
of Sweat, and Rivers of Blood, than by making his 
Goodneſs the Ground of our Ingratitude ? Than by refu- 
ſing to repent, becauſe he is prone to pardon? If 
juſt, as certainly he is, he'll ſtop the Conduit of his Mer- 
cy, and rain downa Deluge of Maledictions on thoſe re- 
bellious Giants, that attack the moſt High, and turn his 
greateſt Attributes againſt his own Breaſt, 

Nean. What you ſay, as to the main, is true; but 
give me leave to tell you, there is a Daſh of Hyper- 
bole in your Diſcourſe: Man's Malice can't weary God's 
Mercy ; he can pardon more Sins than Man is able to 
commit; nay, and will, if we fling ourſelves at his 
Feet, and ſue for Mercy. A contrite Heart, Euſebius, 
is a moving Spectacle; it diſarms God's Juſtice, _ 
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melts it into Mercy ; and as he receives thoſe Prodigals 
that return, ſo he turniſhes them with Grace for their 
Voyage. : 

Eufeb. Neander, God's Goodneſs weighs down Man's 
Malice; our Obſtinacy can't tire his Mercy; he'll give 
both Pardon and Heaven to thoſe who ask em; his Word 

ſtands engaged, and he can't fly back. But then, where 
has he promiſed that inveterate Sinners ſhall ask Pardon? 
It's true alſo, that the moſt profligate Debauchees have 
Grace ſufficient to work Repentance. But what fignihes 
a Power to do Good, with a Will to do Evil? There is 
not a damned Soul in Hell, that did not once find it ſelf 
in the ſame Circumſtances. Is it leſs miſerable, becauſe 
once it might have been happy? Alas! this ſad Medita- 
tion ſuggeits new Matter to their Deſpair, becauſe it re- 
preſents their Miſery, together with their Folly, as the 
ſole Cauſe of their Misfortune. 
Nean. Pray, Euſebius, don't diſgrace God's darling 
Virtue, Mercy; nor condemn poor Sinners to the worſt 
f Torments, Deſpair. W hilt there is Life, there is Hope. 
They who never thought of Pardon in their Lives, found 
it at their Death. hat ! he who died for Man, can he 
have the Heart to damn it? The very Thief on the Croſs, 
though abandon'd by Men, was careſſed by his loving Sa- 
viour; and for one humble nemento mei, received Mercy 
in this World, and Paradiſe in the other. 

Euſeb. Miſtake me not, dear Neander, I am not 
for graſping an Immenſity, nor for preſcribing Bounds 
to an infinite Being; I know God's Mercy is above the 
Skies; but then his Juſtice ſinks below the Abyſs; ju- 
dicio ejus abyſſus multa. We can't take the Height of 
that, nor fathom the Depth of this. They are both equal, 
j. e. infinite; nay, they are the ſame thing: For Ju- 
ſtice is Mercy, armed with Revenge; and Mercy is Ju- 
ſtice, diſpoſed to Pardon. Why then ſhould we dread 
it inone Dreſs, as well as dote on it in the other? I am 
not for caſting Men into Deſpair. As it is the greateſt 
of Torments, ſo it's the blackeſt of Crimes, and the moſt 
irrational: This antedates Damnation, and gives us over 
to Execution before God has pronounced the Sentence. 
To damn your ſelves out of a Fear of being damned, is 
the Top of Madneſs; the ne plus ultra of Frenſy: To 
think my Salvation impoſſible, is to make it ſo; not to 
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hope for Heaven, is the next way to loſe it. But then 
if I hate Deſpair, I abhor Preſumption ; if that leads us 
to Hell by a direct Line, this does the Buſineſs as effica- 
ciouſly. For can we outrage our great Maſter more, 
than when we bend his auguſt Attributes to our Lewd- 
neſs ? and build the Babel of our Abominations upon his 
Goodneſs? and our Crimes upon his Mercy ? Is not this 
to ſport with Majeſty? to rally Authority? and to play 
with Goodneſs? And pray what difference is there be- 
tween deſpairing of Mercy, and burleſquing it? This im- 
pious Mirth, Neander; will once end in Sorrow, and 
theſe Peals of Laughter, in gnaſhing of Teeth : But be- 
cauſe our Libertines put a great Streſs on the good Thief's 
Converſion, and fancy their Deaths will reſemble his, 
no leſs than their Lives; *twill not be amiſs to examine 
the Point, 

Firſt, St. Bernard tells us, that this Thief's Converſion 
is the only Example, to be found in Scripture, of a de- 


ferred Repentance that was ſucceſsful. But, with Sub- 


miſhon, St. Berzard miſtook in the Calculation : For this 
was not properly a deferred Repentance. The Thief an- 
ſwered the firſt Call of his agonizing Saviour; the firſt 
Glance of his Sacred Eyes wounded his ſinful Soul, and 
melted his hard Heart into Love and Sorrow. 8 

Secondiy, The Thief received Pardon and Paradiſe: 
But what did he to deſerve this miraculous Favour ? He 
adored Chriſt, not ſeated on a Throne of Glory, but co- 
vered with Shame and Infamy, torn with Whips, pierced 
with Thorns, outraged by his Enemies, forſaken by his 
Friends: Beſide, ſome ſay, Life was offered this Male- 
factor, if he would deny Chriſt : But he choſe rather to 
die with him, and for him, than to live without him. So 


that now the Cauſe of his Death was changed, and he 


who was faſtened to the Croſs a Robber, expired on it a 
Martyr, 


. Thirdly, God ſealed his Pardon ; but this Act of Grace 


was granted on the Day of Mercy; and yet of ſo many 
Sinners that were Spectators of this bloody Tragedy, we 
know but this Thief, who was ſo fortunate as to ask 
Pardon, and to receive it. Tell me then, dear Neander, 
ſhould we not rather draw Motives of Fear from the Mis- 
fortune of thouſands, than of Preſumption from the good 
Luck of one? If you look on the right Hand of our dy- 
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ing Lord, pray caſt an Eye upon the Left; and if you 
behold on the one ſide a Saint, you'll diſcover a Repro- 
bate on the other. Let therefore Gentlemen learn Fear 
from the Damnation of the one, as well as from the 
other a dangerous Security. And I counſel all Chriſtians 
to draw this Concluſion from the different Deaths of theſe 
two Malefactors, that it's a Madneſs to deſpair, and Te- 
merity to preſume; Unus eſt ne diſperes, unic us ne pre_ 


ſumas, 


Wherefore conſecrate the firſt Fruits of Reaſon to God 
you can't begin the Practice of Piety too ſoon, but may 
too late; Nature, untainted with Vice, may be wrought 
with Eaſe into any Form, and caſt in any Mould. It's 
a kind of zabula raſa, a Blank, that almoſt with the ſame 
Facility receives the Characters of Angel, and of Devil; 
but when once it's ſtained with Sin, when it's biaſſed by 
ill Habits, and worſe Principles, you will find it ſtubborn 
and rebellious. Be not then ſo fooliſh as to prefer Dan- 
ger before Security, and to turn Pleaſure into Toil. Take. 
Occaſion by the Fore-top, it quickly paſſes, and ſeldom 
returns, | f | 

a IX. 

Religion is the Ground-work of Salvation; and there- 
fore you cannot be too tender of a thing that ſo nearly 
concerns your eternal Happineſs. I recommend this 
Point to your Care with greater Eagerneſs, becauſe at 
preſent it lies under all the Diſadvantage of Contempt, 
and I fear the Gentry have a greater Hand in the Scan- 
dal, than the Commonalty. Nothing, indeed, enters 
more frequently in Diſcourſe ; it's the vulgar Topick of 
Converſation, the Subject of our Heats, the Source of 
Diviſions, and by Conſequence of our Misfortunes : 


Vet not one of a hundred knows the very Meaning of 
the Word, and not two in a thouſand agree upon the 
Thing; the very Ideas we have of it are wild and mon- 


ſtrous. | | 
I have heard with Indignation and Horror, ſome Gen- 

tlemen pronounce ex Cathedra, That Religion is a Grie- 
vance ; no Duty, becauſe it controuls our moſt noble Fa- 
culty, the Underſtanding, and enſlaves us to blind Obe- 
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Others weigh Religion by Intereſt, and proteſt, that 
Orthodoxy and Profit go together : So thatin thoſeMens 
Theology, Tarciſm, with a 1000 J. per Anzum, is more 
credible, than Chriſtianity with 500, 

Others again confound Religion with Faction, and ſo 
to carry on a black Deſign ſtrike in with any Conventicle; 
they cry out for Liberty of Conſcience, although they 
have none for Reformation, though they delight in Tu- 
mults, and feign the Angel to play the Fiend. . 

Others, like an abandon'd Brat, drop it at Church- 
mens Doors, and fancy it is a Monſter of their begetting, 
Craft (ſay they) Jugling and Intereſt brought it forth, 
whilſt Superſtition and Policy maintains it. . 

But by theſe Gentlemens leave, Religion is neither the 
Product of Spleen, nor the Fruit of Imagination; it is 
neither a Statiſt's Engine, nor a Parſon's Invention; it 


came from Heaven, and was planted on Earth by Chriſt 


and his Apoſtles; and we muſt either believe it here, or 
burn for our Infidelity hereafter ; He that belie veth, and 
is baptized, fhall be ſaved; but he that believeth not, 
Theſe are our Saviour's Words, and they will be re- 
ceived, I ſuppoſe, by Chriſtians. The Apoſtle delivers 
the ſame Doctrine; Without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
God. Now without doubt God made Heaven for his 
Friends, not for his Enemies; for thoſe who pleaſe him, 
not for thoſe who contemn his Laws, and ſport with his 
moſt peremptory Commands. Again, St. Auguſtine tells 
us, * Ub: vera fides non eſt, nec poteſt vera eſſe juſtitia. 
But it's Frenzy and Illuſion to Exceſs, to fancy, that a 
Man not truly juſt, will be admitted into the eternal Joys 
of Heaven; it follows therefore very juftly that Salvation 
is a Chimera out of Chriſt's Church, and by conſequence, 
that all thoſe libertine Gentlemen, wha play with Reli- 
gion, and ſport with Faith, are in a fair way to deplore 
eternally their factious Impiety. I would have em ſpend 
ſome cool Thoughts on the Matter, and conſider ſeri- 
ouſly, whether a petty, brutiſh, nay, atheiſtical Satis- 
faction can countervail a perpetual Miſery, and whether 
they would not give more pregnant Proofs of Wit and 
gndgment by enquiring after the true Religion, than by 
lampooning all. | 5 


I; 


* De Ser, Deiin monte. C. 19. 


* 


Tell 
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Tell me not you lead a moral Life, you walk by the 
Light of Reaſon, and frame your Conduct by its invio- 
lable Maxims ; that you neither curſe God, nor wrong 
your Neighbour ; that you neither invade his Lands, nor 
impeach his Reputation; that your Hands are not dipt in 
Blood, nor your Tongue in Gall; that you defile no 
Man's Bed, nor encroach on his Property. Theſe Nega- 
tives will never unlock Heaven's Gate, nor place you in 
Bliſs. Faith muſt carry a Torch before you, otherwiſe 

ou'll ramble in the Dark, and wander in Error, till the 

lames of Hell diſplay the Miſtake, and at the ſame time 
puniſh it. N To 
But do you think, Neander, that thoſe Men, who talk 
down Religion, and cry up Morals, are at the Bottom 
greater Friends to the one, than to the other? Alas! no; 
their Actions are as libertine as their Belief; and if we 
may judge by Appearance, they have no more of the 
Man, than of the Chriſtian. For whoever faw theſe 
mighty Advocates of Morals, theſe Aſſertors of Regula- 
rity, ever ſtand up in Defence of Vertue, but when they 
actually condemn'd it in Practice? I have often indeed 
heard your qualified Debauchees talk moſt feelingly of 
Sobriety over Champaigne, of 'Temperance at a full Ta- 
ble: And I once met with a Proftitute, that extolled 
Chaſtity like a Veſtal. You muſt therefore, when you 
meet with Infidel Moraliſts, ſuppoſe they only commend 
Vertue in jeſt, but practiſe Vice in good earneſt ; and that 
they are as far from enſlaving their Paſſions to the Laws of 
Nature, as their Judgments to Divine Revelation. 

Take not Religion upon Credit ; there are in the 
World Teachers of falſe Tenets, as well as Coiners of 
falſe Crowns ; and as you bring theſe to the Touch- 
Stone, ſo you muſt bring thoſe. To believe, you know 
not why, is rather Stupidity than Faith; it is to unfence 
Religion, to lay it open to the weakeſt Aſſault of Schiſm 
and Hereſy. In fine, to believe nothing is Madneſs, and 
to believe any thing Folly. He is truly happy who walks 
between theſe two Extreams, and neither believes too 
much nor too little, Ts 


The Religion you muſt embrace, is that which Chriſt 
fevealed, and his Apoſtles preached: This may be = 
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nied by a Few or Zxrk, but not by a Chriſtian. For, be- 
ing God, he had Authority to command, and we have 
an indiſpenſible Obligation to obey ; nor could he ſet up 
Impoſtures for Truths, or impoſe Falſehoods under the 
Mask of Divine Revelation. The Apoſtles indeed were 
Men, but inſpired from Heaven, and conſequently no 
more ſubject to Error, than the Divine Spirit that gave 
his Oracles through the Organs of their Mouths. 

This is a Summary of your Duty to God: That you 
owe your Neighbour ſhall be the Subject of our next En- 
tertainment. In the mean time you muſt be my Gueſt 
to Day, pray refuſe me not the Favour, _ | 

Nean. Tam at your Command; but let me deſire you 
to give me theſe excellent Documents in Writing ; 
2 are too long to be remembered, and too uſeful to be 
orgot. | | 
aſeb. ll comply with your Deſires, and at my Lei- 
ſure ſet down what 4 can call to Memory. 


EDS | 3 


$i DIALOGUE IV. 
IWhether Gentlemen are obliged to pracłiſe Veriue. 


c QCarce was Dinner ended, but in came Eleutberius, 
cc an Acquaintance of Euſebius; he was a Gentleman 
« of a worthy Family, and of an Eſtate ſuitable to his 
«© Character. Liberty and Pleaſure were his darling 
c Paſhons; and I have heard him ſay, he had rather 
« want Grace than Wit, although he had no great Pro- 
cc viſion of either. He could not endure to be crowded 
cc with Viſits, or yoaked in Ceremony, becauſe ſuch 
« Formalities entrenched on Freedom, and put Liberty 
<< under Conſtraint; and for this Reaſon he never went to 
« Court: For he compared Courtiers to ſo many Slaves, 
„ who move in Fetters, and live for others, not for them- 
cc ſelves; ſometimes to work'd-down Labourers, more fit 
< for Sleep than Pleaſure. In fine, he valued Eaſe above 
* Greatneſs, and Senſuality above Conſcience, fo that his 
_ **£ Name jumpt with his Humour; his Religion was of 
© the laſt Edition, that is, Parizan;m cut on an. | 


5 and garniſh'd with an Oleo of upſtart Novelties ; he 
| s aſcribed 
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& aſcribed Man's Juſtification to Faith alone, and there- 

<« fore condemned good Works as heterodox, as En- 

« croachments upon Chriſtian Liberty, and a Grievance 

| cc to the Subject: Hence he hated Humiliation-Days, 
[41 ce and could never be perſuaded to faſt till he had regaled 
[ | « his Appetite. One Day he moved that the Statute de 

& gomburendo Heretico might be revived and executed 

<« upon a Perſon for ſaying that eſtote perfecti was ad- 

& dreſſed to Gentlemen; he looked upon it as a ſcan- 

“ dalum magnatum, and a clipping of the Privilege of 

« Peerage. In fine, he was of Opinion, that Fancy was 

e the only Rule of a Gentleman's Faith, and Pleaſure 

c that of his Actions. 

Euſeb. Welcome, Elentherins, pray fit down. Why 
EE ſo thoughtful and recollected? I ſuppoſe you are come 
LE from your Devotions, Morning · Service is juſt done. 
p Eleuthe. Why, Man, this is not the Lord's-Day. 
Euſeb. Pray of what Religion are you? 
Eleuthe. I am a Chriſtan. 

Euſeb. Ah, that may be, but of what Perſuaſion? For 
that Notion reaches a great way: There are Chriſtian 
Papiſts, Chriſtian Turks, and Chriſtian Infidels ; and then 
or there are Proteſtants, and True Proteſtants, and in fine, 
= there are Et cetera Chriſtians, with which of theſe do 


xx you convene ? | | 
3 Eleuibe. With all, and with neither; that is, I have 
drawn off the Spirits from each, and left the Caput mor- 
tuum behind; in ſhort, my Religion is new and modiſh: 
*Tis grinned at indeed by ſome, but practiſed by the 
greater and more witty part of the Nobility ; tis Refor- 
mation upon Reformation. ph. | 
Euſeb. Metal upon Metal is a Soleciſm in Heraldry, 
and why not Reformation upon Reformation in Religi- 
on? But under Favour, if general Practice hits right with 
the Precepts of your Religion, they are fly-blowng and 
were I diſpoſed to doggrel it, I would only gloſs upon 
that Text. Follow my Counſel, Eleutherims; ſay com- 
mon Practice claſhes with its Maxims, or elſe you'll give 
tod great an Advantage to Criticiſm and Enquiry. For 
if what you fay be, true, your Religion is without Fence, 
without Rampart, and a little Reaſon will batter the 
whole Fabrick about your Ears; for when the Queſtion 
is about Good and Evil, Practice ſtands on the wrong = 
| Zut, 
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But, Sir, let us wave Diſpute ; ſuppoſing you are a 
8 what Harm is there in going to Church on a 
erta? | 


Eleutbe. What Harm is it to fink my Character, and 


= — —— 4 1 1 1 » 8228 
by 1 rr LOANS "ER 2 
(2h N 8 n 1 
3 V 


1 fling up my Charter ? 
1 Euſeb. Why, Praying and good Works come not with- 
15 in the Statute of Treaſon, I hope. 
1 Eleutbe. Take care, Jo may ſlip into a Præmunire 
1 before you are aware. Liberty and Property are edged Ez 
$4 Tools now-a-days, few have meddled with them with- BY 


out a Scar. | 
_ Exſeb. You are in a very merry Vein to Day, but me- 
thinks the Subject bears no Raillery. Prithee (Drollery 
apart) what do you mean by Liberty, Property, and 
Premunire ? 5 
Eleuthe. In ſhort then, Gentlemen are not tied up to 
Works of Supererogation, to Vertue, Perfection, and 
twenty other Niceties; all the World knows that Chri- 
ſtians are free-born Subjects, exempt from the Bondage 
of Precept and Ceremony. They date their Liberty from 
the Moment of their Baptiſm; and a learned Clerk, let 
me tell you, was of Opinion, that the very Ten Com- 
mandments expired with the Synagogue. Now, Sir, to 
bring Gentlemen upon their Knees to incumber their Li- 
berty with Laws and Statutes, is to touch them in the 
moſt ſenſible Part. Exgliſpmen will ſtand for their Birth- 
right, and not give up tamely ſo conſiderable a Privilege; 
and if you ſtrive to wreſt it out of their Hands, you may 
perchance repent of the Attempt, You will have to do 
with Numbers and Power: And though Truth ſtands for 
you, if Force ſides againſt you, the Field will be loſt. _ 
Exſeb. This is Liberty indeed with a Vengeance. Na- 
ture at this rate, and Senſuality, are let looſe, and have 
large Field to walk in. Becauſe Chriſt came into the 
orld to baniſh Sin, Man may open the Gate to all 
Abominations ; he may break through all the Barriers of 
Nature, Reaſon and Religion ; he may cozen and mur- 
der not only with Impunity, but alſo with Devotion. I 
would have you draw up a Petition againſt Goals, Pillo- 
ries, and Execution; nay, it would not be amiſs at your 
next Coffee-Houſe Aſſembly, to vote down Hell allo as 
a Grievance to the free-born Subjects of the Covenant. 


Eleuthe. 
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Eleutbe. Nay, indeed the Parſon ftrain'd the Point, he 
has over-ſhot the Truth and himſelf too; but I'll main- 
tain at leaſt that Gentlemen are not bound up to what Di- 
vines call Vertue and Perfection; theſe Fooleries look 
well enough in a canonical Caſſock, or a Clergyman's 
Dreſs, but in Scarlet and Gold Lace they make a lean 
Figure, they walk in Embroidery, as little David did in 
Saul's Armour, very aukwardly, and rather furniſh Mat- 
ter for Diverſion, than for Edification. 5 
Tuſeb. Though this Theſis has leſs of Scandal than the 
former, I am ſure it is equally falſe. For tell me, have 
not our Gentlemen and topping Mortals received from 
the liberal Hands of God, a far greater Allowance of 
Favour, than Vulgars? 

Eleutbe. No doubt of it; Nobility it ſelf is a Favour 
of the firſt Claſs; it raiſes a Man above the Crowd and 
Smoak of the World, it entitles him to Honour and Re- 
ſpect ; the Prince moves here below, as the Sun does a- 
bove in Glory and Magnificence; Gentlemen are Stars 
placed above him for Pomp, State, and Ornament; beſides, 
Gentlemens Bodies have a finer Texture of Parts, than 
thoſe of a meaner Condition; their Complexion is more 
bright and ſprightly ; their Air more polite; in fine, Na- 
ture is like Carvers, who ſlubber over thoſe Pieces that 
are condemn'd to Obſcurity, and poliſh thoſe with the 
laſt Exactneſs that ſtand in View. 7 

Euſeb. You argue right for me; but then you confute 
our own Theſis. For if Gentlemen have received more 
avon than the Peaſant, certainly they are obliged in 
Honour, as well as Duty, to make a more ample Return 
of Gratitude. For, ſuppoſe a Prince has raiſed one 
from the Degree of a Page to that of a Lord or Captain 
of his Guards, that he has at the ſame time flung in 
12000 J. per Ann. to ſupport the Title, and ſet off his Dig- 
nity ; has not this new-dated Peer a more ſtrait Obli- 
gation to ſerve his Royal Benefactor, than a Dray-man, 
that only enjoys the common Protection of the Govern- 
ment? This is our Caſe to a Hair. You grant on the 
one Hand, that fuch a Man lies not only under the com- 
mon and fundamental Duties of a Subject, but alſo un- 
der the additional Ties of Gratitude to ſerve his Prince ; 
and on the other you confeſs, that God has with greater 
Profuſeneſs pour'd out his Liberality on Gentlemen, than 
| | | on 
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on Clowns and "Tradeſmen ; why then is not their Obli- 
gation greater to ſerve him ? — 

Eleathe. Their very Station and Rank is their Patent 
of Exemption ; in ſhort, they have no time: For you 
muſt allow a Gentleman ten Hours for Sleep, a Quarter 
for his private Affairs; two Hours to ſaunter from the 
Stable to the Dog-kennel ; three for Dinner, and as ma- 
ny for Supper; almoſt {ix for the Tavern, Coffee-houſe, 
and Theatre: So that you may ſee here remains no time 
for God and Vertue. 

Euſeb. Your Arithmetick over-balances your Chriſtia- 
nity. Is it not ridiculous, I mean impious, to take the 
length of a Man's Duty by his Practice, to argue from 
Fact to Right. and Subpæne Tranſgreſſion to witneſs for 
the Breach of a Precept? You have cary'd out a Gentle- 
man's Time exactly enough, but not juſtly ; and I doubt 
much whether he will ſtand to it in the next World, tho? 
he may perchance in this. God bids em watch and pray 
in the Goſpel ; and, St. Paul in his Epiſtle recommends 
Sobriety and Chaſtity. Now I think Men ſeldom watch 
. or pray while they ſleep, and as ſeldom learn Sobriety in 
Taverns, or Chaſtity in Brothels, or Morality in profligate 
Converſation ; tell me then not what Gentlemen do, 
but what they ſhould do, which in ſhort is this: As they 
have but one Affair to manage, which is their Salva- 
tion, ſo all their Thoughts and Actions muſt look that 
way; if any Motion warps from this Center, they ſwerve 
from their Duty ; they muſt baulk Appetite, not gratify 
it; and either ſtifle Paſſions or fetter them; they mult 
be humble in Proſperity, and great in Adverſity; i. e. they 
muſt bear that with Moderation, this without Clamours 
or Impatience ; they muſt rather forfeit their Lives than 
Conſcience, and poſtpone Pleaſure to their Duty. Theſe 
are the Offices of Gentlemen: For Men were plac'd in 
this World to cultivate Vertue, and to enjoy the Fruit 
of it hereafter; though they labour and ſweat from the 
Cradle to the Coffin, to advance their temporal Concerns, 
they forward their Miſery, and interrupt their Happi- 
neſs; they are Strangers to themſelves, and only Gueſts 
in their own Houſe; they drudge continually, yet do 
nothing, and are laboriouſly idle. Tell me not then of 
Sleep, Viſits, Horſes, Hounds, Taverns, and Play-houſes; 
_ theſe Things, with ſome grains of Allowance, may _— 
| | ns | mitte 
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mitted Gentlemen as Amuſements and Diverſions, but not 
as Buſineſs; their Buſineſs, their grand Concern, and 
their only Concern, is God's Service, and their Salva-. 
tion; and if they ſquander the precious Moments of 
Time he has afforded them, they abuſe the Gift and the 
very end of their Creation. 

Eleutbe. You are warm, methinks, and preſs very hard 
on Quality; but I ſuppoſe you are only in the Vein of 
Bantering, and intend to ſhew how well you can manage 
an ill Cauſe, and that Wit and Declamation can ſome- 
times ſupply the Place of Reaſon and Argument; thou 
art excellently qualified for the Pulpit ; thou haſt Words 


A 


and Invective at Command; prithee off with thy Jump, 


and on with a Caſſock; thou wilt run down Vice at an 


unmerciful Rate, and talk Debauchery out of Counte- 


nance z no Sin will ſtand thee, no Hereſy affront thee ; 
but, by the by, Euſebius, you are ſubject to ſlip as well 
as your Neizhbours; and ſometimes your Paſſion runs ſo 
_ faſt, that it diſtances your Reaſon: For I think you grant 
that the bare Obſervation of God's Commandments will 
carry a Man to Heaven, what then have we to do with 
your Works of Supererogation, Mortification, and Auſte- 
rities? The very Word implies Counſel only, not a Pre- 
cept, and by Conſequence no Obligation. 

Euſeb. J grant what you defire, but then I muſt add, 
that without theſe Works of Supererogation, as you call 
'em, you'll never keep thoſe Commandments. You can't 


hit a Mark unleſs you level higher. Gravity ſinks the 
Arrow under the firſt Line of Direction in Spight of 


the Impulſe. This is our Caſe, Nature draws towards 
the Center, no leſs than Weight; tis wanton and liber- 
tine, and loves to range in the Latitude of ſenſual Plea- 
ſure, not within the Compaſs of Law and Regularity. 
Now if you looſe the Rein, and give-it the whole Line 
of Duty to play in, *twill break through that Reſtraint, 
and carry you beyond it.. For, let me tell you, Appe- 
tite is not careſſed into Duty, but beaten into it, and 
Paſſions are not to be tamed by Condeſcendence. Like 


the Mobile, the more Liberty you give 'em, the more 


they ask; they muſt be dieted and brought low, other- 
wiſe they'll fly in your Face. In fine, if you will not 
have em ask what is unjuſt, refuſe em what is lawful ; 
| beſides, Indulgence arms em, it gives em a —— of 

: | | their 
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their own Power and your Weakneſs; and then if each 
ſingle one be a Match for a Giant, who can. reſiſt the 
Whole Band drawn up in a Body? You boggle at great 
Sins, but ſwallow little ones without Scruple or Remorſe ; 
you ſhut your Ears againſt the inward Calls of God's 
Grace, and ſtruggle with his Inſpirations. All theſe things 
are petty Quarrels with your Maker ; they are Contempts 
and Diſrepects, though not T reaſons. In fine, they are 
Sins. Now, whoſoever dare look a little Sin in the Face 
without Horror, will ſoon commit great ones with 
Pleaſure; for they are both really Sins, and muſt be re- 
pented of; the Difference lies only in the Greatneſs on the 
one fide, and in the Littleneſs on the other. When Ma- 
rius was ſent againſt the Cimbri, his Soldiers durſt not 
look the Enemy in the Face ; their gygantick Stature 
and barharous Aſpect cow'd. the Roman Bravery : But 
when they had beheld theſe barbarous Germans three 
Days from the Camp, their Spirits revived, and their 
congealed Courage began to circulate through every 
Vein; they not only fought 'em, but overcame. Juſt ſo 
a Man educated in the Principles of Chriſtianity, can- 
not think of the Breach of-a Commandment, without 
Trembling, without Convulſions; but then he ſlides into 
trivial Commiſſions: At firſt, a Damp ariſes over his Sto- 
mach, he is crop-lick, uneaſy, he continues on his Courſe, 
and Conſcience begins to ſlumber; its Reproaches are 
faint, its Strings ſcarce perceptible; Cuſtom flings in a 
Doſe of Opium, and then it falls into a Lethargy ; and 
when Man is once arrived at this Pitch of Inſenſibility, 
he boggles at no Impiety ; he breaks through God's Com- 
mands, and will ſoon ſtorm Hell to ſatisfy Paſſion. 
From whence comes this, but from your Principle, That 
Gentlemen are not tied up to Vertue, Patience, Humility ? 
For did ſuch Gentlemen mortify Appetite, and cruſh 
Senſuality in the Cradle ; did they place all their Satis- 
factions in an abſolute Obedience to their Maker's Will, 
and never allow Nature and Senſes any Play-days, they 
would not have broke open the Incloſures of Duty, nor 
left all in common to Licentiouſneſs; they had never 
made their Inclinations their Law, nor Pleaſures the ſole 
Boundaries of their Actions : For that Aphoriſm is moſt 
true, Nemo repente fit turpiſſimus, no Body jumps into 
ill on the ſuddain; Negligence and Diſtruſt weaken - ky 
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Commands, before we venture to break em. Now ſup- 
poſing all Men are oblig d to Vertue, it naturally follows, 


that this Obligation lies harder on Gentlemen. 


Firſt, They lie more in the reach of Temptation, 
than People of an inferior Rank; more in view of the 


Enemy; their Circumſtances then require Vigilance; 


they muſt ſtand Centinel, and place Out- Guards for 
fear of a Surprize. A poor Man that can ſcarce furniſh 
Neceſſaries for Life, has neither the Means nor Thought 
to pamper Luxury; Nature is work'd down, and ra- 


ther cries out for Reſt than Pleaſure. In ſhort, he can 


ſcarce Live, much leſs Riot; Pride can't come at him, 
it muſt paſs through Muck, Smoak, and Penury to reach 
him. Now this Vice is too high ſtomach'd to ſtoop fo 
low, it loves not to lie on a Dunghil, or ſleep on Straw ; 
and a Man that daily ſees and feels nothing but Want 
and Miſery, muſt be mad before he can be proud, or 


grow vain upon any fond Preſumption : Beſides, Appetite 


is ſo kept under by Neceſſity, that 1t can ſcarce crawl ; 
its very Defires reach no higher than Bread to ſubdue 


Hunger; and Clothes to fence off Cold, and veil Naked- 


neſs. - No ill Object paſſes through the poor Man's Eyes 
into the Heart; they draw in no Species, but thoſe of 
Beaſts and Dunghils; ſo that whatever they behold is 
either rebating or innocent. In fine, they are below 
Temptation; and like a ſmall diſmantled Village, not 
worth ſeizing. But Gentlemen ſtand the Mark of every 
Temptation, the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, ſeem 
to have enter'd a tripple Leagye againft them ; they are 
mark'd out for a Slaughter and Sacrifice, they live in 
the midſt of Plague and Infection, and can't take one 
Step without meeting Danger, nor breathe without ta- 
king in Contagion; the World fawns on them; Paſſions 
revolt, and the Devil caſts Nets to enſnare them ; fine 
Sights debauch the Eyes, Muſick the Ears, Ragox's the 
Taſte, Perfumes the Smell, and falſe Principles the Un- 


derſtanding; Wine heats the Paſſions, and Delicacies put 


em in a Ferment; ſo that a Gentleman is beſet on all 
ſides ; each Vice batters his Conſtancy, and aſlaulrs his 
Innocence. Now, what way can he come off with Vi- 
Qtory? He muſt raiſe Counter- Batteries, and diſmount 


thoſe Engines that play upon him; he muſt make a Sally, 


and face Pride with Humility, Luxury with Continency; 
8 5 Iatem- 
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Intemperance with Sobriety, and Love of Pleaſure with 
that of Duty : In Morals as well as Phyſicks Contraries 
alone defeat Contraries. Does not Nature tell us, as 
well as Experience, that when the Attack is brisk and 
vigorous the Place will infallibly be taken, unleſs the 
Defendant beat off Force with Force, and tire out the 
Aſſailants with Reſolution ? | 

Secozdly, Ihe Faults of the baſer fort of Mankind are 
perſonal. They never ſpread ; like an Apoplexy they 
ſtrike but one; the Miſchief ends where it begun, and 
one Lite ſatisfies its Fury. But Gentlemen's Crimes be- 
come univerſal, like the Plague, they fweep away whole 
Families, and drive Mortality and Deſolation before em. 
For the vulgar are an apiſh Generation, they live on Imi- 
tation, and are carried away by the Exainple of great 
ones, as the inferior Orbs by the Motion of the ſuperi- 
Or; io that if a Maſter throws his Vices among the 
Family, they are ſoon pick'd up, and wore as Robes of 
Honour. For Servants that know their Fortune depends 
on a Maſter's Smile, will not eafily diſpleaſe him. They 
eye every Motion, ſtudy his Humour, and ſtrike in with 
his Inclination : They applaud his Extravagancies firſt, 
and then adopt them by Practice. And thus by this abo- 
minable Complaifance, Slaves oftentimes work them- 
ſelves into their Maſter's Favours, and not ſeldom into 
their Eſtates and Dignities. And then when Vice is ſo 
extravagantly rewarded, both with Eftate and Pleaſure, 
when a Man can debauch himſelf into a competent For- 
tune, without other Charges or Expence, than that of 
Conſcience, *tis odds he'l} venture on the Enterprize. 
Beſides, Sins ſupported with Hſcuteheon and Title paſs 
for Grandeur: Nay, and Vice at the Head of a pompous 
Retinue is often miſtaken for Vertue, For the Vulgar 
judge by the Eyes, not 'by Reaſon; and whatever ap- 
pears great, they conclude good, asif Glittering and Va- 
lue were ſynonymous. Who has ſpread this Illuſion 
through the whole Maſs of theſe Morals, but the Nobi- 
lity ? Gentlemen therefore, beſides the direct Obligati- 
on of Obedience they owe to God, lie under a col- 
lateral one of Charity towards their Neighbours, and 
by Conſequence, their Failings carry Scandal along with 
'em, as well as Diſobedience; fo that every Crime they 
commit may be call'd Legion. | 
I : i 5 Eleathe. 
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Elenthe. Tis time to take a little Breath, you'll over- 
heat your Lungs, and diſcompoſe your Fabrick. But pray, 
Sir, under favour, are Maſters Gaolers ex officio? or muſt 
they be Bail for their Servants good Behaviour ? 

Euſeb. No, but then they muſt not be their Murderers. 

| Elenthe, Why, I ſuppoſe you don't intend to caſt ſcan- 
dalous Reflections upon the whole Progeny of Maſters? 
Have a care, they may bring an Action of Calumny a- 
gainſt you; *tis dangerous for a ſingle Man to engage 
with Numbers. 

Euſeb. Let us not diſpute of the Name, I fay you ſtab 


Souls; if this be not Murder, tis ſomething worſe ; and 


if our Laws take no Cognizance of it, God's do 
Eleutbe. What, Maſters muſt play the Chaplains to 
their Family, as N. N. did; they muſt on with the 


Surplice and Tipper, and preach to the Text of Fifzhly, 


Beloved, is it ſo? Is our Brother gone aſtray * Tea verily 
zo Perdit:on. 


Euſeb. Laughing and Drollery are great Reliefs at a 
non- plus. I have often ſeen ſome in Converſation, when 


their Stock of Reaſon was laid out, extream laviſh of 
ſuch Impertinencies. Leave the Pulpit to the Parſon, but 
ag within your own Walls ; at leaſt by Example: 

his is more perſuaſive than Words; tis within your 
Sphere, within the Liberties of your Office and Obliga- 


tion too; or at leaſt ſhrowd your own Abominations un- 


der a Cover; let them not take Air, they'll fit more 
eaſy on your Conſcience, and not entangle others; if 
you'll not couple together the Office of Chaplain and 
Maſter, don't that of Gentleman and Devil. | 

Eleutbe. I perceive by your Diſcourſe, that Gentlemen 


will not gain your good Will, unleſs they put on Fetters, 


and fee their Keepers. Slavery is not ſo valuable a Blei- 
fing, as to be purchas'd. People often buy Liberty, but 
ſeldom Chains. I muſt ſtand forſooth upon Reſervedneis 
and Ceremony with my Lacquey or Groom, put a Re- 
ftraint upon my Freedom, mure up my Mouth, and ſtifle 
Mirth, or elſe cry out, Fack, under Favonr ! Or, pray be 
not ſcandaliz'd! Is not this to put Fack in the Coach, and 
perch my Lord behind it? To place Tom in the Parlour, 
and bind over Night Hor ſhipful to the Kitchen? In ſhort, 
Speculation and Theory may approve your Morals, Pra- 
Ctice cannot. We hire Men's Service, not their Devotion, 
| 8 "3 EKuſeb. 
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Euſeb. Very well, according to your Caſuiſtry, Prece- 
dents vie the Standard of Right, and then in the ſame 
Figure and Mode it follows plain enough, that becauſe 
Men damn themſelves, they do it juſtly, and we are e- 
ternally miſerable by Law. The 8 is logical 
enough but not too Chriſtian. However, if Hell have 
ſuch wonderful Charms, run into its Embraces: But re- 
member there is no return; and look before you jump, 
elſe you may condemn your Folly, but not amend it. 
quick Reſolutions are joon repented 

Eleutherius aruſe in a Heat, and walked about the Room, 
his Pulſe beat high, and one might read the Trouble of his 
Mind un his Cheeks, t : 

Eleathe. I love not thoſe ſevere Morals, they cow the 
Spirits, disjoint Converfation, and clog Freedom. Spleen 
begot *em, Melancholy nurs'd *em, and Envy recom- 
mended them to the Pulpit. For I find thoſe Men are 
the great Companions of Vertue, that are not able to 
be vicious; and thoſe declaim moſt againſt Pleaſure 
that are paſt enjoying it. Yet thete falſe Devotees will 
needs impoſe on Gentlemen, and ſet their Impotence as 
a Law for others. 

Euſeb. Look ye, there is no Harm done; you are ſtill 
Maſter of your Practice, though neither of us can com- 
mand Principles ; theſe come not within the Precinct of 
your Liberty ; are neither ſubject to Change or Alterati- 
on; Semper idem is their Motto. In a Word, Sir, I 
mould not my Diſcourſe to an Humoritt's Inclination, but 
to the Rules of TI ruth. Judgment and Conviction move 
my Tongue, not Adulation. If I have impoſed on you, 
unmaſk the Impoſture ; if not, let good Humour run in 
its ordinary Channel. To ſtrike in with a Patient's Diſ- 
eaſe, is not Kindneſs but Cruelty; and I believe you 
had rather be eaſed of a Diſtemper with Coloquintida, 
than to be dent into the next World with Faleps. | 

Elenthe. It's true, but I would not be debarred of El- 
bow-Room, not willingly fit in the Szocks, or be awed 
by a Groom or a Foot-Boy. I would not bid Defiance 
to Conſcience, nor War upon the Almighty. Iam wil 
ling to condeſcend to an Agreement upon honourable 
Conditions. ORs 
Euſeb. What? Will you ſtand upon Terms with your 
Maker! and Article with your Creator? id eſt, you'll 
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-youchſafe to be his Servant, provided he takes off all 
Reſtraint from Nature, and give you leave to live at 


Diſcretion ? Fye, fye, Elentherius, you are too weak to 
grapple with the Omnipotent, when he commands you 
mult obey. ; EE: ge, 
Eleutbe. Right, when he commands; the Queſtion is 
not de jare, but de facto, not whether he can command 


| theſe T rifles you ſpoke of, but whether he has commanded 


'em. For in ſhort, we bawl upon the Topick of Vertue 
and Vice, and yet we ſcarce know what we wou'd be at. 
For what one Country approves another condemns; and 
what deſerves the Halter under one Elevation merits a Pa- 
tent under another. The Lacedemonians rank'd ſubtil 
Thefts among the Vertues, and punith'd your clumſy 
Lurchers; as if the Sin conſiſted in the Diſcovery alone. 
In other Places at's an Act of Piety to feed heartily on a 


deceaſed Relation, and an unpardonable Crime to de- 


liver a Father over to the Mercy of Worms. 
Euſeb. What do you mean? | 
Eleuthe. I mean, that Good and Evil, Right and 
Wrong, Vertue and Vice, lie much in Fancy and Educa- 


tion; that Policy and Cuſtom coin theſe different Noti- 


ons. Why elſe is the ſame thing Good under one Meri- 
dian, and Evil under another? Popery in Italy, Fraxce, 
and Spain, is voted orthodox; in England e. ere 
Beyond Seas Faſting and Celibacy are meritorious, in Eug- 
land Celibacy is ſuperſtitious, vain and hypocritical. 
So that in Concluſion, Good and Bad vary with the Cli- 
mate, and by Conſequence take their Being from Imagi- 
nation, Intereſt, or Civil Authority, unleſs you'll ſay 
that all Mens Reaſon is not of the ſame Species. 

Euſeb. No doubt, you have harangued excellently on 
the Text of Libertiniſm; why don't you confound all 
Religions, as well as all Actions? | 

Nean. I believe he does: For if Vertue and Vice differ 
only in Name, Faith and Infidelity may eaſily be recon- 
ciled, and then Mahometiſin may be put in as good Pre- 
tenſions to Revelation as Chriſtianity. | 

Euſeb. Prithee Eleutberius, talk no more of Faith, of 
Church, of Religion ; thy Breath ſmells rank enough to 
fly-blow Truth, and to taint the Goſpel. | 

Eleathe. Adieu; my Buſineſs calls upon me. Pray let 


our next Converſation be more palatable. _ 
| 3 - Euſe\. 
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Exſeb. By all means; we'll talk of Wine, Women, and 


Venſon Paſties; theſe are palatable Topicks for Epicures 
and Scavingers, but not for Gentlemen and Chriftians. 

Eleuthe. Gentlemen, your humble Servant. 

Euſeb. You ſee, Neander, Elentherins's univerſal Pra- 
Etice, drawn up in ſhort; can Blindneſs, Stupidity and 
Madneſs ſoar higher? Like crowned Victims theſe un- 
happy Creatures dance and fing under the fatal Stroke 
without Concern, without Senſe of the Danger! They 
laugh and droll one Moment, and begin the next to weep 
eternally. Oh Frenzy ! They poſt in full Speed in the 


broad Way to Perdition, and will needs be told they ſpur 


to Heaven]! What Notions have theſe Men of the other 
World, who live fo madly in this! Surely they fancy the 


Soul flaſhes into nothing, when the Body falls into Duſt, 


and that they die like Beaſts, they live ſo like em. Yet 
theſe are your well-bred Gentlemen, your Men of Parts 
and Merit : And. indeed one muſt have extraordinary 
Breeding to compliment our ſelves into Hell; one 
muſt be witty to Madneſs, and prudent to Folly, to con- 
trive our eternal Miſery ſo efficaciouſly. But ſeeing they 
will not profit by our Inſtructions, let us, Neander, by 
their Stupidity: We'll leave them to themſelves ; their 


Vices can't damn us; both Glory and Puniſhment are 


perſonal ; we have made a Day's Work of it; to mor- 
row we'll proſecute the ſame Subject. 


| 
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DIALOGUE'V. 
A Proſecution of the ſame Subject. 
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—caſy and ſullen; the late Diſcourſe had alarm'd 
& his Fears, and awak'd his Con ſcience, which began in 
© good Earneſt to call him to an Account, and flung be- 
te fore him an ungrateful Journal of his Vices. The un- 
% happy Gentleman was unacquainted with ſuch Re- 
tc proaches, he ſcarce underſtood the Language, and 


85 —— at his return to his Lodging, grew un- 
cc 


ec found in himſelf no Inclination to learn it. He thought 
<< he had treated Conſcience ſo ill, it would not have the 


« Confidence to return; and indeed for ſeveral Years he 
t heard no News of it; which made him ſuſpect it was 
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«© deceaſed, or had taken a Turn to the Indies for Di- 


„ verſion. 6 

So that he knew not what to make of theſe unuſual 
« Gripes, of theſe Aches of the Stomach. At firſt he ſu- 
© ſpected Euſebius had Intelligence with Satan; and cried 
*© out for a Divine and Exorciſm. For why, {aid he, can't 


Potions conjure up from Hell the Devil of Fear, as well 


& as Philirums raiſe the Fury of Love? But he ſoon con- 
„ feſs'd, the Devil's Bufineſs was to deaden Remorſe, 
not to quicken it; to gag Conſcience, not to provoke 
<< it into Clamours and Reproaches. 

« "Fhough Euſebius had argued down the Gentleman's 
* Underſtanding, he made no Impreſſion upon his ; 
6 though this Faculty be really blind, it affects Com- 
„ mand, and ſeldom fails to uſurp the Government en- 
4 tail'd on Reaſon, whenever it's ſeconded by the Re- 


„ bellious Mobile of unruly Paſſions. Hence it comes 


that our Judgment generally ſtrikes in with our Incli- 
nation, and ſeldom pronounces againſt our Intereſt 
« and Pleaſure. | 

« Elenutherins had been train'd up in the wild Princi- 
e ples of Libertiniſm ; and having taſted the Sweetneſs 
« of an uncontrouled Liberty, he found in himſelf no 


« Propenſion to enſlave his Reaſon to the Rules of Reve- 


lation, nor his Practice to the Laws of Morality ; 
„ WVvherefore he brib'd his Will to over-reach his Reaſon, 
and very eagerly helpt on the Impoſture. His Endea- 


* your proved ſucceſsful; for in Spight of Conviction 
© he queſtioned the Arguments off Euſebius, and laid his 
« late Defeat on the Weakneſs of his own Abllities, not 
© on the Force of his Adverſary's Reaſons: And now 
* his Conſcience began to ſpeak in a lower Tone; it 
„ upbraided him with a fainter Accent and a kind of 
„ Reſpect; nor did he doubt but a ſecond Conference 
* would ſend it again beyond Sea; but he would not 
<< leave the Cauſe to his own: Management, but pitch 
upon his Friends, a Bariſter and a Courtier, whom he 
<< ſuppoſed to be mighty Wits, becauſe they laught at 
„ Piety to Scandal. The Deſign was laid handſomely, 
and had a promiſing Aſpect ; for though the Lawyer 
managed his ill Tongue, the other was excellent at 
his Weapon, and fo might puſh on the Cauſe with a 


$5 ſteel Point, as well as with a brazen Forehead. _ 
E 4 Eleutbe- 
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© Elentherinsnext Morning deſired Euſebius to favour 
* kim with a Viſit in the Evening; he promiſed to meet 
him at his Houſe, and put off Neander till the next 
* Day. He went at the Time appointed, but found 
* only Eleutherius's Lady at home. She received Exſe- 
Liu, with Civility, and deſired him to expect her Hus- 
© band's Return. 1 | 
She was a Laay of the Town, an Admirer of Eaſe, 
« and a mortal Enemy to Conſtraint. One Part of the 
„ Morning the lay in her Bed, the other ſhe fat at her 
Toilet. She ſpent the Evening either in receiving Vi- 
s fits, or returning em. Her Wit run before her Judg- 
«© ment, but her Tongue diſtanc's both. In fine, her 
«© "Thoughts ſoared not an Inch above Earth. She was 
„ wedde'! to the World, enchanted with the preſent, 
4 and unmindful of the future. . 

After ſome uſual] Civilities, pray Sir, ſaid ſhe 
6 give me leave to enquire what paſs'd between my Hus- 
* band and you Yeſterday, he return'd in Diſorder; I 
c hope there was no Blood drawn. . 

Euſeb. None: My Duelling- Days, Madam, are paſt, 
my Sword has ſlept ſome Years in the Scabbard, and 
nothing but an extraordinary Occaſion ſhall releaſe it 
from that Confinement. 1 8 

Lady. Perchance, you bled his Pocket; Bleeding is 
ſenſible to ſome Conſtitutions in that Vein; and J have 
ſeen Perſons who would let out ſeven Qunces of Blood 
with fewer Grimaces, than one of Silver, And indeed 
Eleutherius is of this Humour, his Money and Patience 
go together. | 1 | 
* Exſeb. We paſt the Afternoon in Diſcourſe, not in 
Play, and I ſuppoſe he took Pet becaule we could not a- 
gree upon the Point in Queſtion. | 
Lady. You ſurprize me, Sir; he and I play at croſs 
Queſtions every Day; nay, we ſeldom are of the ſame 
Opinion: Yet you would take him for. a Dove without 
Gall, without Paſſion, yea without Senſe, he bears my 
Humour ſo tamely: Certainly you diſcuſs'd a Matter of 
Importance, to talk him into ſuch an extraordinary Di- 
ſtemper. May I be fo rude, as to ask you the Subject of 
your Converſation? 5 5 | | 
Euſeb. Madam, the Subject was, Whether the Gentry 
be not obliged to practiſe Chriſtian Vertues ; and ar: 
„„ „ . . 8 this 
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this Precept, be perfect, falls not as heavy on Lords and 
Ladies, as on Valets de Chambres and Waiting Women? 
Eleutherius maintained the Nori-obligation, and treated 
me with Heat and Pan, becauſe I would not give up 
the Goſpel to eſpouſe his Error, | 
© Laay, Indeed, Sir, I do not enter into Men's Concerns, 
but I am of Opinion, that Precept reaches not our Sex. 
Our Conſtitution is delicate, ſoft, and unattempting,more 
ft for Eaſe than Labour, and more inclinable to Pleaſure 
than Pain, Beſides, Liberty is our Favourite, and Con- 
ſtraint our mortal Enemy. The very Name of a Precept 
| chills our Blood, and the Obligation of a Command is 
an invincible Temptation to tranſgreſs it. God therefore 
ſeeing our Nature unapt for Burden, cannot ſurely over- 
charge it with Prohibitions or Commands, 

 Exſeb. But I ſuppoſe, Madam, you have ſome Preten- 
ſions for Heaven; you hope to enjoy God in the next 
World, as well as his Creatures in this 
Lady. I'll endeavour to be happy here, and hope to be 
ſo hereafter. Surely, Sir, you don't take me for a Fapo- 
neſe without Soul, without Expectation of a future State? 

Euſeb. No, Madam; but of too much Liberty of 
Principle and Education too. But pray, how will you 
find God unleſs you ſeek him? And how will you be re- 
ceived into Heaven at your Death, unleſs you prepare 
the Way to it by Vertue in your Life? | 

Our Saviour was pleaſed to aſſure Mankind, that the 
Way to Heaven is narrow and uneven; Perchance your 
Ladyfhip has fallen upon a more convenient Road, and 
intend to ride thither in a Coach and Six. 

Lady. I ſeek his Will in the Bible, and his Preſence in 
the Church. 1 3 | 
Euſeb. But do you alſo in your Actions? Alas, Ma- 
dam, the Knowledge of God's Commands will not ſave 
you; and I ſuppoſe many mourn in Hell, who ſometimes 
vilited the Church on a Sunday. You know, Madam, 
the greateſt part of human Actions are of themſelves in- 
different, and take their Value from the Intention: They 
muſt be directed to God's Honour, to benefit our Souls; 
and tend to his Glory, to forward our Salvation. May 
I be ſo bold, as to entreat your Ladyſhip to favour me 
with a brief Account of the Method you uſe in the Obla- 

tion of your Actions? ER i | 

Ee eee Lady. 
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Lady. Sir, I have not yet reſolved on a Confeſſor; 1 
own no ſuch Obligation ; and I am not diſpoſed to Works 
of Supererogation ; and therefore you muſt not expect 
to ſound my Conſcience, or to read my Thoughts, | 
Euſeb. I confeſs, I am not quite furniſh'd for the Em- 
ployment of Direction; and I had rather be condemn'd 
to the driving of Lyons, than to be leading of Beata s. 
But however ſeeing you are pleas'd to refuſe me the Fa- 
vour I demanded, you will let me try, at leaſt, if I can hit 
on your method. | 
* Omnipotent Eternal God! for thy fake I intend to 
cc devote every Action of this Day to the World, with- 
< out leaving one Thought for Heaven. My only Care 
„ ſhall be to have none, and my only Study to avoid So- 
< licitude. I'll glitter in Silks and Silver, and hang 
« Lordſhips in my Ears; tho' my Sons become Laqueys, 
<< my Daughters Chamber-maids, and my Husband faſts 
< out my Bravery in the K:ng*s-Bench or the Mar ſpalſea. 
<< I'll want nothing at Table but Appetite, and rather 
& run upon Tick, than keep within the Bounds of Fru- 
&« gality or Decency. After Dinner I'll either give or re- 
«« turn Viſits, and entertain the Company at the Expence 
4 of Modeſty and Charity. And in the Evening I'II 
« drive to Hide- Par-, and from thence ſtrike off to a 
< Ball ora Comedy. I'll pleaſe thoſe Gallants who pleaſe 
« me; and ſmile on thoſe who extol my rare Perfecti- 
% ons. All this, O God! I offer up, &. 
In good Earneſt, Madam, dare you banter the Moſt 
High at this monſtrous Rate? Would not ſuch an Offer- 
ing (like that of Cain) draw down a Curſe inſtead of 
a Bleſſing ? What! do we ſeek God by trampling upon 
his Commands; and merit Heaven by deſerving Hell! 
Or is not this a faithful Copy of your Practice ? Is it not 
your Study, your Buſineſs, your only Employment to 
invent new Pleaſures, and then to enjoy 'em ? Now, 
Madam, if you dare not offer up your Actions to God, 
with what Face can you expect a Reward ! Will he re- 
compenſe Vice, and crown Impiety ? Or have I miſre- 
reſented your Conduct? Don't you rave after. Pleaſure, 
Vary, and Gallantry. | 
Lady. What then? | 
Euſeb. St. Paul is very poſitive, That a Woman that liveth 
in Pleaſure, is dead while foe liveth : She lives in Appea- 
| : rance, 
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rance, but is dead in Effect; ſhe has indeed the Life of 
Senſe, but not that of Grace, and by Conſequence will 
never enjoy that of Glory. 

Lady. Pray, Sir, can't a Woman wear fine Apparel 
. withoyt fotfeiting her Robe of Innocence? Muſt ſhe riſe 
from a ful} Table to ſaffer eternal Hunger? Muſt ſhe be 
convey'd from the Play-Houſe into a Place of Torments ? 
Can't we be happy in the next World, unleſs we lie con- 
tinually ſtretcht-en Racks and Tortures in this? | 
_ Enſeb. Qur Blefſed Saviour, Madam, ſhall be heard, 
if you pleaſe, upon this Point. Moe be to the Rich, is 
thoſe that feaſt, to thoſe that laugh. You have, Madam, 
a plentiful Eftate, you regale your Appetite, you laugh 
ſometimes at your Neighbour's Vertues, and as often at 
the Expence of his Reputation: Do not therefore our Sa- 
viour's Maledictions concern your Ladyſhip? And will 
he receive you in the next World with an Ezge, who 
| ſtrikes you with a tripple Væ in this? | 
Lady. Y ou miſapply Scripture, to forge an Argument, 
and play the declaiming Pedant: Is it a Sin to viſit the 
Play-Houſe, to dance at a Ball, to have a comfortable 
Rs a well-ſurniſh'd Table, and upon Occaſion to 
ſmile? ©, 
Euſeb. J anſwer firſt, though theſe Actions taken in 
Retail are not criminal, yet taken in a Lump they can't 
be innocent. For is it lawful, do you think, to conſe- 
crate all the Moments of your Life to Eaſe and Pleaſure, 
to careſs Paſhon, and court Senſuality, to make Satis- 
faction the Principle and End of all your Deſires and 
Endeavours, and not to give Vertue the very Place 21 an 
Acceſſory? What mean thoſe Precepts of Self- Denial, of 
ſuffering, of mortifying the Sallies of the Fleſh ? Do they 
ſtand for Cyphers in the Goſpel, or were they made mere- 
ly to tranſgreſs? Did the Son of God eſpouſe our Nature 
with all its Infirmities? Did he ſuffer Hunger, Perſecu- 
tion, Whips and Death to purchaſe us Grace, to be 
drawn from Hide-Parꝶ to the Theatre, from thence to 
Balls and Feaſts? Did we come into the World to dance 
Minuets and Rigadoons ? To ſing Airs either amorous or 
uncharitable? | 5 
 Secaudly, To fee a Play that is either innocent or in- 
ſtructive, is no Sin. But then to ſee five hundred Plays, 
that from the Prologue to the Epilogue, are either ſtuft 
7 B with 
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with Blaſphemy, or larded with Atheiſm, or embroide- 
red with Smut and Ribaldry, is a Sin. Can a Chriſtian 
with a fafe Conſcience take Pleaſure in hearing the Name 
of his Redeemer reviled, in ſeeing every part of his cru- 
cified Saviour recrucified in horrid Oaths? Does a Spe- 
ctator of this ſecond Crucifixion. bear him more Reve- 
rence than thoſe of his firſt? Can you ſee without a 
Crime, Vertue brought every Evening to the Scaffold 
either as a Criminal or a Harlequin to be puniſh'd or hoot- 
ed at; and Vice. tread the Stage firſt with Pomp, and 
then go off with Reward? Is it not a Sin to countenance 
one? And who countenances thoſe Scenes of Libertiniſm 

but thoſe who pay the Players and applaud the Poet ? 

I do not ſay it's a Crime preciſely to dance ſometimes 
at a Ball, to ling an Aire alamode, to enjoy a fair Eſtate, 
to fit at a full Table, or to wear a gaudy Mantua, if you 
clear Accounts with Merchants and Taylors. But, Ma- 
dam, theſe Amuſements are waited on by fo violent, ſo 
provoking Tempations, that a Lady ſmitten (to Tran- 
ſport and Dotage with theſe Vanities) will certainly fall 
into many crying Offences, and by conſequence draw 
down upon her ſinful Head both the Maledictions and 
Vengeance of our Bleſſed Saviour. 

For alas! if the moſt watchful are ſometimes ſurpri- 
zed, are not thoſe in Danger who ſleep in the very Camp 
of their Enemies? If thoſe Chriſtians can ſcarce over- 
come the Allurements of Vice, who confine themſelves 
to Retirement and Solitude; who check Appetite, who 
balk Paſſion, and crucify the Fleſh; will thoſe withſtand 
the Attacks of Concupiſcence, the Aflaults of Satan, the 
fawning Charms of the World, who inflame the Blood 
with high feeding, who embolden Paſſion by a criminal 
Condeſcendence, and fooliſhly brave the Force of the 
Devil's battering Engines without the Armour of Pray'r, 
Humility, and Mortification? _ | | 

Lady. Pray, Sir, be pleaſed to cut out ſome Work for 
Ladies ; ſet *em a Task, regulate their Employment; I 
ſuppoſe you'll remove us at leaſt four Miles from London, 
as the Government does, on Occaſion, Papiſts; or pro- 
vide us with Wheels and Flax ; or confine us to the Dairy 
to make Cheeſe Cakes and Cuſtards for the Family. + 

Euſeb. No, Madam, Town-Air is proper for your 
Complexion. I am not for Removal into the Campaign, 

n nor 
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nor for gracing your Ladyſhip with the Title of Spin- 
ſtreſs; (tho perchance the Law does ;) I am of no level- 
ling Principles; Quality has Prerogatives, and I would 
have you maintain em: But then if you are a Lady, you 
are allo a Chriſtian, and muſt make good the Character, 
id eſt, you muſt love thoſe very things you hate, and hate 
thoſe you dote on: Eaſe is your Darling, and Pleaſure 
your Favourite Inclination; you muſt withdraw your 
Affection from the one, and proſecute the other with A- 
verſion; you pamper your Body to Exceſs, and careſs it 
almoſt to Idolatry ; you muſt treat it like an Enemy; you 
muſt cut off all ſuperfluous Sollicitude, and ſtint it to 
what is meerly neceſſary; your Equipage and Furniture 
muſt anſwer your Rank, not your Vanity; and you muſt 
meaſure em alſo by your Husband's Eſtate, as well as by 
his 2 ; you muſt educate your Children in the 
Fear of God, and give em Breeding ſuitable to their 
Extraction. nn 

<< Her Ladyſnip flew out into a Paſſion; and had not 
« Eleutherius returned in the Nick of Time, Euſebius 
«© might have found by Experience, that good Counſel 
ce js oftentimes ill received: But Elexrtherins's Preſence 
«« conjured the Tempeſt. He begg'd Euſebius's Pardon 
« for having diſappointed him, and told him ingenu- 
« ouſly, he came from beating the Drum, to invite two 
« Volunteers to continue the Combat, but they refuſed 
«© to enter into Service. : OT 
„Pray Sir, replied Exſezias, let the Controverſy 
6 fleep, I have delivered my Opinion, if it jars with 
« yours, I cannot help it; you are your own Maſter. 
„After ſome indifferent Diſcourſe, Euſebius returned 
„ home, and the next Day gave a Viſit to Neander, and 
« proſecuted his former Diſcourſe thus. 


— 
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| Euſebius infiruds Neander in the Daties that regard our 
| Weighbour. 


Euſeb. I T ouched briefly at our laſt Meeting the Branch 
of Chriſtian Duty that relates to God. I'll now 
| ſum 
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ſum up the moſt eſſential Parts of your Obligation to- 
wards your Neighbour. 


J. 

Love your Ne ig bbour as yourſelſ, ſays the Text; and 
our blefled Redeemer aſſures us, that Love, Concord 
and Union are the moſt diſtinguiſhing Qualities of a 
Chriſtian. The primitive Believers ſet ſuch a Value on 
this darling Vertue of God made Man, that one Heart 
ſeem'd to animate all their Bodies, and one Soul to go- 
vern all their Actions: So that the very Heathens, who 
hated their Religion, admired their Charity, and were 


* forc'd to confeſs, that nothing but a Divine Hand could 


ſtrike that heavenly Concord from ſuch a Diſcord of Hu- 
mours, Inclinations and Intereſts. 

And leſt Self- Love might reſtrain the Word Proxiams, 
as the Fews conhne it, to Countrymen, Friends and Re- 
lations, our Saviour has been pleas'd to extend it to all 
Mankind; ſo that without Diſtinction, without Limita- 
tion, it takes in the whole Species. Whoſoever bears the 


Impreſs of God on his Forehead, though he carry that 


of the Beaſt on his Heart, is ſtill our Neighbour. No 
diſtance of Place can cut off the Affinity, no length of 
Time can wear out the Obligation. | 

Nor muſt this Divine Vertue only play on our Tongue, 
or evaporate into gentcel Diſcourſes, or ſmooth Compli- 
ments wrapt up in Ferms of Courtſhip ; no, it muſt not 
end in Grimace or Ceremony, but ſtand the Teſt of A- 
ction; fine Proteſtations of Kindneſs too too often veil 
traiterous Deſigns, and ſugar'd Words poiſonous Inten- 
tions: Nor is it a new Treachery io preſent the Olive 
of Peace with one Hand, and the Stiletto with the 


Other. 
£5 


Chriſtian Charity taken in its full Latitude, implies 
Precepts both negative and poſitive ; by thoſe you are 
moſt ſeverely forbid to contrive any Miſchief againſt 
your Neighbour ; by theſe you are commanded to be as 
uſeful to him as your Circumſtances permit, and his Ne- 
ceſſities require. 3 | 


Hence you muſt riot invade your Neighbour's Honour, 
nor make any Attempt upon his Reputation: cov 
; | | ame 
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Name is no contemptible Treaſure; the wiſe Man pri- 


zes it above an Eſtate; it ſets off Birth, and gives an 


Air even to Poverty; it ſhines brighter than Wealth, and 
ſparkles more than all the Tinſel Gawdry of Fortune; 
it ſupports Grandeur, and ſweetens Misfortune. A Bank- 
rupt that has loſt his Coin, if he has not forfeited his 
Honour, has a Reſource at Command. Though his For- 
tune be fallen, he has a Fund to rebuild it on! But a Man 
without Honour is dead to all the Offices of Society and 
Commerce ; now when his moral Capacity lies in the 
Grave, his phyſical one alone creates Miſery and Con- 
tempt tc himſelf; Sport for ſome, and Pity for others. 


Gad has ſo entailed this Bleſſing to every individual, 


that it's not at our Diſpoſal; we can neither make over 
this Property by Deed of Gift, Bill of Sale, or Mort- 
gage it at Pleaſure. Much leſs can any other Man lay a- 
ny claim to it. Vou may commence a Suit of Law a- 
gainſt me, if you think I am your Debtor; but you can't 
put in a Bill againſt my Honour. If I have wrong' d you, 
ſue for Satisfaction; ſtrain my Goods, but aſſail not my 
good Name. | 

Yet, Good God! with what Freedom, with what 
Boldneſs do we attack our Neighbour's Reputation? One 
would think Fame, like bona adeſpota, Goods without 
Owner, belonged to the firſt Invader. 
Detraction is univerſally the Diſcourſe alamode, not 
only among the Fry, but alſo among the Nobility. Our 
Converſations are begun and carried on at our Neigh- 
bour's Expence, and ſo we laugh and riot at free-coft ; 
we drag out his moſt ſecret Failings to the Bar, nay, and 
haul 'em to Execution without Authority, without War- 
rant, yes, with a greater Crime. 

Suppoſe his Crimes were real; what then? Who made 
us Judges? Who commiſſioned us to hang the Delinquent 
in Effigy? To proclaim on the Houſe Tops what he 
committedin his Cloſet? "Though he has loſt his Honour 
in the Sight of God, he ſtands fair in the Eſteem of Men, 
and has Right to continue ſo, till his Crimes betray them- 
ſelves, and expoſe his Iniquity to the Publick: If he has 
done ill, God will call him to a ſevere Account, but we 
mult not intermeddle. It's our Duty to pity a Sinner, 
and to pray for him, but not to upbraid him. 


I only 
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64 The GENTLEMAN Infiraded. 
I only jeſted, fays one. But why muſt I pay for your 
Diverſion? Though you publiſh my Faults in Jeſt, you 
ſtab my Reputation in Earneſt. But beſides, by this ve- 
ry Excuſe you acknowledge yourſelf a Fool, to prove 
your Innocence: For to jeſt and to play the Fool are in 
ractice ſynonymous. _ | 

He is my Enemy, ſays another. Did you inform the 
Company of this Circumſtance, you might perchance 
detract more, and hn leſs; for who believes an Enemy? 
On ſuch an Occaſion all goes for Satyr and Invective. 
When the Heart is out of Tune, the Tongue never goes 
right; but you whet and oyl your Darts, that they may 
plerce deeper. Yeu command me to conceal your Paſ- 
lon, and then detect my Life to ſhew me for a Mon- 


ſter; and thus you call in Artifice to ſecond Malice, and 


miſuſe your Wit, to ruin an Innocent, and to enhance 
your Guilt; | 3 1 
But why am I your Enemy? Becauſe I would not re- 
ſolve to be your Dupe. You fet Traps to enſnare me; 
I diſcovered the Ambuſcade, and had Wit to avoid it: 
And thus you take the Liberty to beſpatter my Fame, 
becauſe you wanted Power to affront my Perſon. 
Yet, though I am your Enemy, you are not, I ſup- 
pole, an Infidel, If J have failed in my Duty, muſt you 
betray yours for Company? You are a Chriſtian, and 


muſt therefore either forget or forgive. My Impiety can- 


not warrant yours. Revenge is cauſa major, and only be- 
longs to the Court ct the moſt High. At his Bar alone 
we mult plead our Cauſe, and from his upright Judgment 
we mult expect Redreſs. : 

Ah, dear Neander! Let us turn our Eyes homeward, 
and examine our own Conduct; we may perchance find 
there Matter for Satyr, and Work for Repentance. Here 
we may blame without Detraction, and condemn with- 
out Sin. But it's both mean and unchriſtian, like Flies, 
to hover about our Neighbour's Stores. Put a Centinel 
over your Tongue; it's a ſlippery Member; Nature has 


framed it for Motion, and Malice has fitted it for any 


Miſchief; a Child can ſet it a running, but all the Force 
of Reaſon, all the Checks of Conſcience are not able to 
ſtop it in its Career. EE a Z 
But above all.things be cautious and tender of Ladies 
Reputations: A Woman's Honour, like her Sex, is ſoft 
5 | com- 


2 
* * * 
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complexion'd ; the very Breath ſullies its Luſtre, and a 
Touch daſhes it in Pieces. Wounds made by the Tongue, 
{like the biting of Crocodiles) are above the healing Vir- 
tue of Balſam, and the Skill of Surgery. Quod dentibas 
laceravit, nunquam ſanatur. An indiſcreet Word bolt- 
ed out at random, without Deſign, without Malice, of- 
tentimes ſtabs the Fame of the Female Sex, and every 
Wound is mortal. | 

My Blood has often curdled in my Veins, when I heard 
Gentlemen magnify their infamous Conqueſts, and raife 
cruel Trophies on the Ruins of Women's Honour : I had 
not Patience to hear the Bravades, nor Power to hinder 
**m. What will theſe People bluſh at, thought I, who 
proclaim their Infamy, and promulge their Shame ? Cer- 
tainly they muſt think it a fine thing to be a Monſter, why 
elſe do they triumph in Lewdneſs, and ſport with De- 
bauchery? . 

1 4 beſe mighty Victories are either real or pretended ; if 
real, can Fancy frame any thing more diſingenuous, more 
diabolical, than firſt to wheedle a Lady out of her In- 
nocence, and then to proſtitute her Honour to the Wan- 
ton Caprice of a Club of Reprobates, who will not fail 
to diſcover her Shame at the next Rendezvous, and to 
multiply their own Crimes by lampooning hers? Here is 
a Brace of Sins, both ſmell ſtrong of Malice, both fore- 
 bodeDamnation,” 7 | 

If pretended only, the Crime is yet of a deeper Dye; 
*tis of a more formidable Aſpect, of a more gigantick 
Size: Here is Innocence at the Block, and Guilt com- 
mits the Murder. | 

I know in the next World God will call to a moſt 
ſevere Account theſe Chriſtian Canibals that welter in 
Blood, and, like famiſh'd Wolves, worry their own Spe- 
cies. But I would have the Wiſdom of the Nation make 
ſome Proviſion againſt ſuch brutal, ſuch inhuman At- 
tempts. Why ſhall a Highway man hang for taking 


my Purſe, and a Rake go unpuniſh'd, who invades my 


Honour? Why ſhall a Rape upon a Woman's Body be 
revenged with a Halter; and Violence upon her Fame 
be rewarded with Applauſe? If the Faults be greater, 
why are not the Puniſhments at leaft equal? Why is 
there not a Reſtraint on the Tongue as well as on 
the Hands? Is it becauſe it's leſs capable of Diſe pline? 
1 * What, 
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What, muſt the Greatneſs of the Miſchief be a Plea for 
Impunity ? Becauſe this pany petulant Member commits 
more diſmal Crimes than our whole Body, muſt it en- 
joy a more uncontroll'd Liberty? J would have theſe 
Beaſts of Prey forc'd out of Savageneſs and Cruelty by 
Law and Diſcipline ; they ſhould be clapt in the Pound, 


er cooled with a hot Iron: Or at leaſt we ſhould keepin 


Pay a Brigade of Hunters to ferret our Defamators, and 
to clear the Nation of this noxious Vermin, as once we 
did of Wolves: But I fear the Diſtemper is paſt Cure; 
thoſe who are infected carry the Contagion to the Grave. 
Not one in a thouſand repents. 

Nean. Why ſo? Is Detraction one of thoſe Sins that 
are neither pardoned in this Life nor the other? True 
Sorrow is a Catholicon, an univerſal Slave for all the 
Wounds of Conſcience. 

Euſeb. Right, true Repentance has a kind of Omnipo- 
tence; it diſarms divine Juſtice, and turns God into Mer- 
cy, but then it muſt be true, real, ſincere. Now, do ye 
think, theſe Men of Honour, as they are pleas'd to ftile 
themſelves, will ever reſolve to repair a ruin'd Reputa- 
tion at the Expence of their own? Will they ſet a diſ- 
jointed Fame at their own Charge? No, nol, 

Nean. Can't I re-inftate a Man in the juſt Poſſeſſion of 
his Honour, without forfeiting my own? Expreſs your 
Mind clearer, I conceive not what you would be at. 

Euſeb. Detraction is a Sin againſt Juſtice, and therefore 
by the Laws of God and Nature the Offender lies under 
an indiſpenſible Obligation of indemnifying the injur'd 
Perſon. Non remittur peccatum, donec reſtituatur ab- 
latum. Now the Detractor rifles his Neighbour's Ho- 
nour, he blaſts his Reputation, he mult therefore make 
good the Loſs; and as the Tongue is guilty of the Theft, 
ſo it muſt make Satisfaction. For the Wounds of Ho- 
nour are only heaPd by the Inſtrument that made em. 
The Criminal muſt acknowledge his Fault, he muſt con- 
feſs that Paſſion run away with his Reaſon; that Malice 
carried him beyond his Duty, and Truth alſo; that what 
he laid to his Neighbour's Charge, was hatch'd in his own 

Brain, or taken upon Credit, and if a bare Aſſeveration 
will — do the Work, he muſt back his Confeſſion with 
an Vath. / /: | It | 


N. eau. 
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Nean. This is ſevere: What, muſt a Gentleman give 
himſelf the Lye? Fleſh and Blood cannot practiſe ſuch 
_ rigorous Morals; the Remedy is worſe than the Diſeaſe; 
and if your Caſuiſtry be orthodox, it's eaſier for a Camel 
to paſs through the Eye of a Needle, than for a Detractor 
to enter into Heaven. | | 

Euſeb. Under Favour, Neander, the leaſt Sin is a 
greater Evil than the greateſt Infamy; and I hold it 
much more eaſy to bluſh for an Aſperſion, than to burn 
for it eternally. x | 

Nean. Don't Men charge up to the Cannon's Mouth 
to gain Honour, and leave their Bodies in the Breach to 
be carried off with Applauſe? Nay, do they not often- 
times march up to the Out-works of Hell, to maintain 
their purchaſed Reputation ? Can you therefore think, 
that thoſe Bravoes, who tremble more at the Shadow of 
a Diſgrace, than at all the Terrors of Damnation, will 
buy Pardon at the Expence of their Honour: 

Euſeb. The Queſtion, dear Neander, is not what Men 
do, nor what Men will do, but what they ſhould do. 
Were Practice the Standard of Duty, we might reform 
the Goſpel as well as the Kalendar ; we might turn thoſe 


Woes God has pronounced againſt Injuſtice, Drunken- _ 


neſs and Whoredom, upon Juſtice, Sobriety and Chaſti- 
ty : For it's certain theſe Vertues are inviſible in Practice, 
and thoſe Vices are too too faſhionable. But, Neander, 
though Cuſtom and Practice may enhance Guilt, they 
cannot leſſen it. | | 
Men are fond of Honour to Madneſs and Frenzy. It's 
a noli me tangere; the leaſt Attempt upon this darling 
Folly is often revenged with Murder. But then, me- 
thinks, the Inclination we have to conſerve our own 
Fame, ſhould inſpire ſome Tenderneſs for that of our 
Neighbour. For have we not Reaſon to ſuppoſe, he 1s 
no leſs acquainted with the Value of this ineſtimable 
Treaſure than our ſelves, and that he would be as un- 
willing to expoſe it to the Mercy of petulant 'T ongues? 
Perchance, Neander, I rate it to the height of its 
Worth, yet I give God's Favour the Preference : One 
Grain of his Divine Grace out-weighs a Tun of a Hector's 
Reputation. In a Word, I would live an Age under the 
Stroaks of the moſt picquant Diſgrace, I would ſheath 


in my Breaſt all the Darts of Malice, Envy and Poverty, 
F 3 either 
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either to die innocent, or repentant; for all theſe Miſe- 
ries are fleeting and tranſitory ; but the Reward of Ver- 
tue and the Puniſhment of Vice are both eternal. If 
therefore your Men of Honour will rather ſtand by their 
Crimes, than recant, I would have 'em train'd up in the 
Diicipline of Bedlam ; a Switch is the beſt Remedy a- 
gainit Madneſs, | 

Beſides, why is an humble Confeſſion a degrading Sa- 
tisfaction? The Name of a Chriſtian is glorious ; how 
then can the Duty lie under Reproach ? It the Profeſſion 
be honourable, the Practice of it cannot be ſhameful. 
Why then do we tremble at Shadows, and run from 
Monſters that take their Deformity from Imagination? 

I did not bluſh to wound my Neighbour's good Name; 
why ſhould I be aſhamed to heal it? Sin ſhould be wait- 
ed on by Infamy, as it is by Remorſe ; and Repentance 
thould be accompanied by Glory ; but by a ſtrange Le- 
8 the Devil has turn'd the Tables, and tack'd 

hame to this, and Impudence to that : But however, 
Repentance is'an honeſt Act; it's worthy of a Man, and 
the indiſpenſible Duty of a Chriſtian; why then ſhould 
it fear a Witneſs? The Difference between good and ill 
Men lies not in the Eſteem of Vertue, but in the Pra- 


Etice; for both equally value it. But the firſt only poſſeſs 
it, becauſe the others will not go to the Charge of pro- 


curing it. 7 | 
Nean. Pray, is not Fear a clowniſh Vice; a Female 
Weakneſs? Does it not fit ungenteelly on 3 
Now what can bring a Gentleman to the Bar, and clap 
him on his Knees, with a Pray forgive me in his Mouth, 
but this mean Paſhon ? | | 
Euſeb. You are miſtaken ; Cowardice and Fear are 
neither ſynonymous in Philoſophy, nor Morals : That 
is always a Vice, this is often a Vertue. When Prudence 
commands Fear, Boldneſs is Temerity and Folly : It's 
Cowardice to deſpond and ſink under a Danger, that 
Valour can ſubdue ; but it's Raſhneſs to engage with 
one above the Strength of human Force. Has then a 
Gentleman leſs Courage, becauſe he trembles at the im- 


partial Juſtice of an enraged Deity ? Becauſe he dares 


not wreſtle with the Omnipotent, or ſtand the ſhock of 
his Fury? Becauſe he'll rather repent than die in Obſti- 
nacy, and rather return to his Duty, than ſuffer eternal- 


ly 


2 
1 
8 


The Gr NTLEMAN Jnftruffed. 69 


ly for tranſgreſſing it? Neander, let not the wild Noti- 
ons of our pretended Gentlemen be your Guides: Their 

Principles are as corrupt as their Practice, and their 
Reaſon is as bad as their Conſcience. | | 

Nean. Are you not a Member of the Port-Royal 

Club? ; 

Euſeb. Why do you ask this Queſtion ? 

Nean. I am told they are mighty Patrons de la morale 
ſevere; they preach up Rigour to ſuch an exorbitant 
Height, that one would think God's great Prerogative, 
Mercy, was either wore out, or extinct. Your Morals 
have a Flavour of Rigoriſm ; they are ſour, moroſe, ill- 
natur'd, and call for a Dram of Charity, For look ye, 
Sir, Detraction, as the World goes, is no Phantaſm, it's 
a very real thing, and keeps good Company: This alone, 
pours Life into Converſation ; it quickens Diſcourſe ; 
without it Mirth would languiſh, and good Humour 
ſleep. I have ſeen your Seventh-form Wits, as mute, 
as if their Mouths were pad-lock'd, when any ſerious 
and innocent Subject came in their Way; but when 
their Neighbour's Conduct was brought before *em, their 
Tongues run before their Conſcience ; they would take 
his Life in Pieces, they would rip up his Breaſt, diſſect 
his Thoughts, and then draw Demonſtrations from meer 
Conjectures ; they would hand his Reputation about 
the 'Table, till it fell to the Ground, and blow over it, 
till it ſmell as rank as the Breath that cauſeth the Stench, 
and diſgorged the Infection. Notwithſtanding theſe Peo- 
ple hoped to be ſaved, without ſtooping to the Satisfacti- 
on you ſpeak of. In ſhort, every Man endeavours by 
Detraction and Out-rage to undermine his Brother's 
Fame, and no Man ſo much as thinks of repairing it. 
Nay, I never heard the Clergy recommend it to dying 
Perions as a Duty; but either as an Act of Decency, 
or of Edification. Can I ſuppoſe you are better in- 
formed of a ſtrict Obligation than the Miniſtry? Orbet- 
ter vers'd in Caſuiſtry than Divines? Euſebius, let us 
damn no Body. | | | 

Euſeb. Iremember when ſtigmatized Villians with Nar- 
ratives and Diſcoveries libelled honeſt Patriots into 
Newgate, and cut off their Honours and Lives with Fears 
and Jealouſies; when they ſowed the Innocent in Bear- 
Skins, and then ſet all the Beagles of the Faction about 
| F 3 their 
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their Ears; when they profaned Bailies with Perjuries, 
and butchered their Fellow-Subje&t's Fame at the Bar, to 
quarter their Bodies at Tyburn. Theſe Knights of the 
Poſt flung not up, I ſuppoſe, their Pretenſions to Heaven: 
Tho! I have not ſcen any Recantation; yet I am ſure, 
unleſs God nulls all the Laws of Nature, and calls in the 
Goſpel, or iſſues out under his great Seal an Amneſty, 
they Il fall ſhort of their Expectation. 

1 confeſs, this Diſeaſe of the Tongue is epidemical ; 
the uſe of Speech has ſo ſwerved from its original Inſti- 
tution, that it's become an Incumbrarce and a Snare to 
Mankind. I look upon the Faculty rather as a Penalty 
than a Prerogative ; and were we diveſted of it, though 
we ſhould be unfit for Converſation, we might hope to 
be more innocent. Now, whether our Calumniators 
hope to be ſaved, is a Queſtion. I am apt to believe 
their Religion and Conſcience are of a Piece, and that 
they conhne their Fears, Hopes and Defires within the 
Compaſs of this World: For certainly, the Dread of eter- 
nal Fire might cool their Paſſions, and check their Mar 
lice. Were they perſuaded of another World, would 
they not fall with more Scruple, and riſe with more Vi- 
 gour? But if they hope for Salvation without Satisfacti- 
on, they build on a deceitful Bottom. 

Neander, Once more let me adviſe you to be tender of 
your Neighbour's Honour. Give Ear to the Voice of 
Nature, that commands you 20 do as you would be doue 
' by: You can't chuſe but hear this juſt, this equitable 
Admonition, unleſs we ſtop our Ears, and caſt Reaſon 
into a mortal Lethargy; nay, we muſt approve the 
Counſel, ſo that we can neither plead Ignorance nor 
Impotence. And certainly, a fick Man deſerves rather 
Laughter than Pity, that will rather ſtruggle with a Diſ- 
eaſe, and groan under the Pangs of a burning Fever, 
than apply a Remedy. | 

Yet after all, I grant a disjointed Reputation is not 
eaſily ſet ; and therefore I beſeech you, to avoid 2 Miſ- 
chief, that draws after it- ſuch a diſmal Conſequence. 
If other Men have a mind to be eternally miſerable, let 
em have that Satisfaction; but be not ſo ill adviſed, 
as to wait on*em. Should a Man put Fire to his Houſe, 
or leap into a boiling Cauldron, the Frolick would ſcarce 
go round. Yet certainly, thoſe that break in upon m_ 
og ther 
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ther Man's good Name, and never reſolve to repair the 
Injury, hazard a thing more precious than a Houſe or 
Life. Why therefore ſhall we refuſe to comply in one 
Caſe, and not in the other ? 

I have made a ſhort Survey of Detraction, and laid be- 
fore you a faint Proſpect of its dangerous Conſequences : 
But it avails not the Patient to know the Nature of his 
Diſtemper, unleſs he be told the Remedy. I will there- 
fore preſcribea Kecipe. Certainly the Phyſician's Method 
is applicable to Diſeaſes of the Soul, no leſs than to thoſe 
of the Body. We muſt ſtrike at the Cauſe, before we 
can hope to maſter the Effect. Now if we trace Detrac- 
tion up to its Origin, we ſhall find it ſpring from Pride 
and Envy: For it's a kind of Apoſteme that lies at the 
Heart, and breaks out at the Mouth. 

T hough all Sins have a Flavour of Pride, yet Detrac- 
tion has a greater Doſe of this bad Humour than ordi- 
nary. It's the chief Ingredient of this outragious Crime; 
it diſcompoſes the Stomach, and then immediately gives 
the Heart-burning ; and then the Tongue, which is its 
Index, falls into Diſorders. A Man ſmitten, like young 
Narciſſus, with his own Excellencies, looks down 
from the Pinnacle of his ſoaring, Conceit on other Mortals 
as Vaſſals; he fancies Praiſe is an Inheritance entailed on 
his Merit; that either to reſpect or honour another, is 
to invade his Property, and to ſet againſt him an uſurp- 
ing Competitor. Hence he runs in Queſt of a Foil, to 


make his own Perfections appear more gaudy, and 


ſparkle with more Eclat. Now what can give a more 
charming Turn to his ſuppoſed Talent, than his RivaFs 
Folly ? Hence he rallies up in a Body all the auxiliary 
Forces of Anger and Revenge; he takes the Field, and 
maraudes upon his Fame; he diſſects the poor Creature's 
Actions, and expoſes the whole Anatomy of his pri- 
vate Tranſgreſſions to the View and Cenſure of the Pub- 
lick. For he wiſely fancies, that the Fabrick of his Va- 


nity will ſtand unmoveable on the Ruins of a Rival's Re- 


putation. Did the Breaſts of the proud and haughty- 


minded Men lie open to Sight; could we rifle all the 


abſtruſe and dark Receſſes of their Hearts, what Sallies 
of Joy ſhould we diſcover at the moſt innocent Over- 
fights of a Competitor ? And then, whoever crows with - 
in at the Misfortung, will 5 it at the firſt co 

4 on: 


_ groſs all the 


— —ñIkVwÿ — 
er 


—— — ſ — ̃ —— m — —— „ —— 
a , CCI ————— —— 4 a 
— , = 0 — LOI. at” _— _— — * D 
- > - . . * — * 


—— —— — 


—— — — EIT 


— 
———— — 


1 
14 
11 

f 

| | 
er 
ns ! 
{i 


——— ͤ 2 ——— 2 . 


72 The GENTLEMAN Infirufed.- 


fon: For Joy, like Grief, is a ſtifling Humour, unleſs 
it throws off the Oppreſſion. 5 
If therefore you deſire to ſpeak ill of no Body, think 


not too well of your ſelf ; ſet not too exorbitant a Price 


upon your Merits ; remember you are no Phcenix, the 
only individual of your Species; thoſe Qualities you 
poſſeſs are mere Gratuities, the Effects of God's Libera- 


lity, not of your Deſerts; you had no right to be much 


leis to be great, beautiful, or rich. Is it not Madneſs 
therefore for = — who can lay claim to nothing, to en- 


God has exhauſted his Treaſury on you alone; he ſcat- 
ters his Favours where he pleaſes; and if he provides 
more plentifully for your Neighbour than for you, why 
do you complain? Muſt you be evil, becauſe God is 
good? Muſt you caſt a malicious Glance at another, be- 


Cauſe he has received ſome Marks of his great Maker's 
Kindneſs? Diſcompoſe not your Thoughts for other 


Peoples Advantages, but enjoy your own with Thank- 
fulneſs. Fix juſt Bounds to 4 Deſires, as well as to 
your Undertakings, otherwiſe you'll rear up imaginary 


Caſtles of Greatneſs, to create to your ſelf a real Tor- 


ment. 

But if you will contend for an honourable Poſt, ma- 
nage the Conteſt fairly; puſh on your Pretenſions with 
Vertue and Generoſity. Let Merit bear away the Prize, 


not Outrage, and if your Rival carry off the Advantage, 


rather applaud the Conqueſt, than revile him. By leſ- 
ſening his Parts or Conduct you burleſque your own; but 
then if you complain, and curſe in a Corner, you only 
betray your Impotence, III- nature, and Impiety : In 
fine, look at your Failings and his through the ſame 


Glaſs, and you'll fee an humbling Spectacle ; you'll be- 
hold ſo many Objects worthy of Blame, that you'll have 
no great Stomach to cenſure others. 


Envy is the ſecond Source of Detraction. This is an 
IIl-natur'd Vice, it loves ill for ill's fake, and takes Plea- 
ſure in Torment; it's a kind of Turnkey by Birth, and an 
Executioner by Profeflion ; it feeds on Stench, and ſucks 


Rats- bane from Balms, and Inſection from Perfumes ; it 
never docs a good Turn, but when it deſigns an ill one; 


and ſeldom takes things by the right Handle; Miſchief 
makes up its Employment, Plagues and Famines are its 


\ 


ifts of Nature and Fortune? Think not, 
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Diverſion, its Smiles are like blazing Comets, which 
either hatch Treaſon, or portend it. What Wonder, if 
a Man poſſeſs'd by this Fiend plays the Devil, who is 
ſurnamed Accaſator Fratrum ! 

But though any Miſchief lies within the Reach of an 
envious Man's Wiſh, many are removed out of the Verge 
of his Power : Some move too high to be ſhot at, others 
too low; but neither Place nor Station is a ſufficient Fence 
againſt the Tongue. A Dwarf may engage with a Giant 
at this Weapen, or a Clown with a Lord. And for this 
Reaſon, when the envious Man can't come at his Antago- 

niiſt's Perſon, he ſets upon his good Name, and falls foul 
upon his Honour ; and when by the help of keen Satyr 
and falſe Gloſſes, he has beat down the Out-works that 
fenc'd his Fortune from Inſult and Ruin, he draws his 
Cannon nearer, and raiſes Batteries againſt his Grandeur 
and Eſtate that ſupport it : For he knows that the beſt 
built Fortune can't be ſtable, when Reputation, that 
propt it, is removed. Thus we ſee Socrates. kept his 
Ground, and even triumphed oyer the Calumnies of his 
Accuſers, whilſt his Reputation interpoſed. But when 
a buffooning Comedian droll'd him into Contempt, he 
appear'd no leſs guilty before the Judges, than deſpica- 
ble on the Stage. So that in Concluſion, Envy found 
him guilty, and the Senate pronounced the Sentence. 
| Methinks it's ſuperfluous to diſſuade a Man from this 
Vice. Intereſt is more powerful than Reaſon. We dote 
on Pleaſure, and run from Pain by the Inſtinct of Nature. 
Who will not rather chuſe a Priſon with Satisfaction, than . 
a Palace with Torment ? But an envious Man, inſtead 
of following the Current of Nature, bears up againſt it. 
He labours for labour's ſake, and drudges for the meer 
Expectation of Miſery. He leads the Life of Cain, haunt- 
ed with the Spectres of his own Crimes from within, 
and with a thouſand Jealouſies from abroad; other Peo- 
ples Happineſs creates his Torments; their Proſperity 
gnaws his Entrails, and his Impotence, to over-caſt the 
Sun- ſhine of their Fortune, claps him on the Wheel. 
Now a Man that can fall in Love with Pain, and court 
Diſquiet, muſt not be caſt in the ſame Mould that o- 
ther Mortals are: And therefore I ſhould think it as 
eaſy to diſſuade People from Envy, as from vaulting 
down a Precipice. | 
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But beſides, a Man that envies others, is always paid 
in the ſame Coin; his Honour will be as roughly-handled ; 
when one conteſts with Multitudes, he ſtands on the low- 
er Ground, and fights at a Diſadvantage, This is the 
envious Man's Caſe. For he can't but know the diſinge- 
nuous Deſcants on other's Actions will reach the Ears of 
the offended Perſons. Defaming Reports have a mira- 
cCulous Sympathy with thoſe that Diſtance of Place is not 
able to dead the Echo; they rebound from Tongue to 
Tongue, are toſſed from Hand to Hand, till they come 
to the Knowledge of the injured ; and generally, like 
Snow-Balls, they encreaſe in the Journey. What a gra- 
ting Noiſe then will they make in the Ears of the defa- 
med Perſon? Will not he think of Repriſals? Will he 
not treat your Honour with as little Regard as you have 
his? And God ſend ſuch an eaſy Satisfaction may aſ- 
ſwage his Reſentment. When Men fit Judges in their 
own Cauſe, they make the Bills of Loſſes and Damages 
riſe high; who knows but they may demand Blood, 
and ſacrifice your Life to the Maxes of their murder'd 
Reputation ? | 5 
In fine, Neander, remember you muſt die. When Death 
hath ſealed your Eyes, you'll find all the Darts of the 
Tongue, ſhot at your Neighbour, ſtick in your own Soul; 
ou'll feel the Smart, but will find no Lenitive, no Cure: 
Nhy then ſhall we run headlong into thoſe Crimes we 
muſt either deplore here, or burn for hereafter? Let us 
look before us, and not, like Beaſts, follow the meer Im- 
preſſions of Paſſion, Let us ſhew we are Men, not by 
our Vices, but by our Vertues. To have Reaſon, and 
to act againſt it, is to debaſe our Species. | 


| 1 | 
As God has fenced our Neighbour's Fame, ſo he has 
been careful to guard his Poſſeſſions againſt all the At- 
tempts of Avarice and Injuſtice. Non furaberis, ſays he 
in the Decalogue, Thou ſhalt not ſteal ; and then he threa- 
tens the Criminal with the Sentence of his high Diſplea- 
ſure, unleſs he cancels the Tranſgreſſion with a ſincere 
Repentance. I apprehend, Neanger, ſome Gentlemen 
miſtake this Command : T hey fancy it reaches only Pads, 
Cut-purſes or Highwaymen : But this is a Miſtake ; it 
takes in all who act againſt the Laws of Juſtice ; and es | 
| ns 
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this Reaſon, I fear, that many who hang at Tybarn, are 
often leſs criminal, than ſome of thoſe who ſtand SpeCta- 
tors of the Tragedy, or perchance who ſat on the Bench. 
For in all Kingdoms, Laws are, as Solon ſaid, like Cob- 
webs, that hamper ſmall Flies whilſt the greater break 
through 'em. Poor People bear the Puniſhment of In- 
_ juſtice, and great ones carry off in Triumph both Plea- 
ſure and Profit. Theſe are too big for Execution, though 
not for Guilt, They can ſue for an indigent Neighbour's 
Field, becauſe it lies conveniently, and perſuade the Judges 
they have more Right, becauſe they have more Money 
and Credit, The Luſtre of Gold often dazzles Lawyers 
out of Conſcience, and juſt Poſſeſſors out of Lordfhips. 
Right ebbs and flows by the ſecret Influence of Guineas. 
For let me tell you, Neander, the Juſtice of a Cauſe 
ſprouts up, and thrives miraculouſly under a Fee, 

Hut though theſe Men carry the Suit in the Eyes of the 
World, they loſe it at God's high Court of Juſtice, and 

their Souls alſo ; nor is there any Difference between 
theſe Over-reachers and Cut-purſes; but that they are 
ten times more criminal, Among the Lacedemontians, a 
clear Theft paſs'd for a Vertue. Arenot ſome Chriſtians 
of the ſame Perſuaſion ? But for all that, though a Spar- 
tan Jury might poſſibly find *em not guilty, they'd find no 
ſuch Indulgence in the Vale of Jehoſpaphat. | 

I never yet underſtood, how Solicitations, and Recom- 

mendations of Cauſes to the Judges, how double and tri- *. 
ple Fees could be well reconciled with this Law, Thou 
ſhalt not ſteal: For either you: doubt of the Integrity of 
the Bench, or you do not. If the firſt, you caſt a Scan- 
dal on the Face of the Government; you arraign either 
the Capacity or the Integrity of the Prince; i. e. you 
ſuſpect he wants Judgment in the Choice of Magiſtrates, 
or has advanced on purpoſe thoſe who would betray the 
Property of the Subject. Now ſuch an Innuendo is diſ- 
reſpectful, raſh, and highly unchriſtian. 7. 

But beſides, if really you doubt of the Judge's Integri- 
ty, your Conduct is fooliſh. For if a Judge will fell a 
_ favourable Sentence to the Plaintiff, he']l be no leſs kind 

tothe Defendant, if he out-bids him. A Man then ſhould 
be firſt ſure of Succeſs, before he parts with his Money, 
otherwiſe he will be gulled out of his Pretenſions, and 
pay for his Diſappointment, | 


Again, 
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Again, this Practice runs quite counter to all the Di- 
ctates of Conſcience and Juſtice. For if Gain and Inte- 
reſt be a Magiſtrate's weak ſide, if I know he meaſures 
Right by the Weight of Silver, and barters Law for Mo- 
ney, can I pamper his Inclination, or feed his corrupt 
Appetite; or ſtrike in with his ſinful Diſtemper ? No 
more, certainly, than I can with a ſafe Conſcience puſh 
him down a Precipice; for if it be a Sin to permit one, 
when I can hinder it, is it not a Sin to perſuade a Crime; 
nay, to buy one? 

f the ſecond ; i. e. If you ſuppoſe your Buſineſs lies 
in the Hands of upright Men, that ſquare their Verdicts 
by the Laws, not by Partiality and Favour, why are you 
eternally upon the Hoof? Why do you tire them and 
your ſelf too with tedious Applications? Why do you 
drain your Pockets to enrich Pettifoggers and Attornies ? 
This Trouble is ſuperfluous, and {hp Be unneedful. 
In a "—_ Sir, the Conduct is either unprofitable or 
unjuſt. | | 
| But if you doubt in your Cauſe, let it fall, at leaſt puſh _ 


it on no further with your Credit or Purſe ; for all you 


can expect, is to gain a Suit, and loſe your Soul. 
NMean. If I can juggle a Neighbour out of an Eſtate b 
Quirks of Law, and by a genteel Turn of the Hand, 
bubble him out of a conſiderable Sum, may I not put 
him to graze upon the Common, without any Obliga- 
tion to reſtore ? CE 
Euſeb. The very Queſtion is a Scandal, not only o 
Chriſtianity, but to human Nature; you are obliged not 
only to return the Capital, but to indemnify him for all 
the Loſſes conſequent thereto. 

Nean. Nay, Sir, I am of your Opinion; for why 
ſhould a Man gain by his Crimes? Yet once I fell into 
the Company of a Man of Parts, of Character and Re- 
pute in his Country, who thought otherwiſe of the Mat- 
ter: We diſcours'd the Point, yet I could never get him 
over to my Opinion: He held fo faſt to Non-reſtitution, 
that there was no moving him. A hearty Repentance, 
ſaid he, without Reſtitution, makes a ſufficient A- 
tonement for the Offence. He told me I was unskill'd 
in Caſuiſtry. I confeſs'd I had read no Caſuiſt but the 
Bible and Nature. 


Euſeb. 
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Euſeb. With Submiſſion to the Gentleman's Character, 
Parts and Station ; he was either a great Fool, or a ſuper- 
lative Knave, fit for Bedlam or Newgate. Was he not 
a Lawyer ? | | | 

Nean. He had ſtudied in the Inns of Court. 

Euſeb. I thought ſo. It's a healing Doctrine for a 
wounded Conſcience, a palatable and eaſy Remedy, a 
Catholicon for all the Aches of the Mind, and the Gripes 
of an over-charg'd Stomach ; and perchance the Ule is 
univerſal, otherways once at leaſt in a T welvemonth we 
might ſee a Dives transform'd into a Lazaras, a Lord into 
a Laquey, and a Lady into a Chamber-maid ; we might 
j ſee thoſe who fit majeſtically in Coaches with a long 
" Wig, and a Snuff-Box alamode, fit behind em. Good 
= God! how many gawdy Birds would make as naked a Fi- 

gure as the Daw in the Fable, if their Peacock Plumes 
were return'd to their Owners? Neander, pray tell that 
Gentleman I am neither ſatisfied with his Conſcience nor 
| his Skill; he that will not reſtore ſtolen Goods, is more 
criminal than he that conceals em; and he that will keep 
an ill- purchaſed Eftate in Spight of Juſtice, will ſeize on 
the next that lies in his way ; and then how can he un- 
derſtand Cook and Littleton, who can't read the very Al- 
| Phabet of Nature? A hearty Repentance without Reſti- 
tution is a Dream. | | 
Dear Neander, never raiſe the Pile of a great Fortune 
on a Bottom of Fraud and Injuſtice; it's an unſtable 
Foundation, and unable to bear the monſtrous Weight of 
Crimes, they cruſh in a Moment the beſt built Structure, 
and entomb the Criminal, together with all his Grandeur, 
under the Ruins of his towring Babel. The Triumphs of 
unjuſt Men are always ſhort-lived. God takes Pleaſure 
in ſtrangling em in the very Cradle; they paſslike Light- 
ning, and leave nothing behind but Smoak and Vapour: 
Their Fall is no leſs amazing than their Riſe; they paſs 
off like Phantaſms, or elſe live in Penury and Contempt, 
or die like Reprobates; they carry the moſt legible Marks 
of God's Malediction ſtampt on their Foreheads, and 
tear almoſt all Men without being pitied by any; ſo that 
Divine Vengeance begins their 'Torments in this World, 
to continue *em eternally in the other. 
IIl not follow this crying Vice thro? its Branches, nor 
make an entire Diſſection of all its Parts; it runs 9 
| a 
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all the Veins of Commerce, and almoſt Converſation ; 

it's found in Play, as well as in Contracts, and is no 

more innocent under one Shape, than under another; 
you may call it Over-reaching or Out-witting, if you 

pleaſe, but the change of Names makes no Alteration of 

the Thing: Nature depends not on Fancy or Caprice; 
they are the ſame in ſpight of Cuſtom and Diſguiſe. 


Y. 


I muſt now caution you againſt Lewdneſs, It's a noi- 
ſome Employment to grope in Puddles, and to dig in 
Muck. And therefore Þ11 only ſkim the Surface, and let 
the offenſive Dregs lie at the Bottom. You know God 
has enacted this Law in the Decalogue, Thon ſhalt not 
commit Adultery: This Precept does not only reſtrain 
Acts of Lewdneſfs, but even Thoughts and Deſires: For 
Impurity in Idea draws after it a real Hell ; the Smoak 
. that yaniſhes in a Moment, kindles an eternal Fire. 

Nean. I ſuppoſe neither Gentlemen of the Court, nor 

Officers of the Army, come within the Compaſs of this 
Prohibition. God ſurely and Nature have iſſued out in 
their Favour a Patent of Exemption. 
Euſeb. Truly, Neander, I never read that either God 
or Nature had ſuch a Deference for the Court and Ar- 
my, or ſo great a Reſpect for Quality. Why, Man, let 
our Courtiers be as great as Alexander, and our Soldiers 
as valiant ; there fits a more auguſt, and a more power- 
ful Maſter above, whoſe Commands they muſt obey, or 
ſmart for the Tranſgreſſion. The Sword has no Privi- 
lege above the Plow, nor has Quality any Right above 
Peaſantry, but to greater Torments: Poteutes potenter tor- 
menta patientur. 8 | 

Nean. If it be ſo, our Gentlemen and Soldiers are all 
ſtruck with a Lunacy. They ſeem to have entred into 
an Aﬀociation againſt Divine Authority, and endeavour 
by Practice to repeal the Statute; as if God's Laws 
could ceaſe per deſuetudinem, as well as human. When 
St. Paul bids every Man take axorem, if he meant a Mis, 
the Counſel is followed even to a Scruple ; but if he 
did not, our Conduct is ſcandalous to Impudence, and 
God's Authority is ſlighted beyond Contempt and Inſo- 


lence. | 
Euſeb. 
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Euſeb. The Evil lies deep, and the Diſeaſe reaches to 
the Land's End; few are clear of the Infection; Lewd- 


neſs is no more a Diverſion ; no, it's become the grand 


Buſineſs, the Employment of Mankind; nay, it's impro- 
ved to Science alſo; Love-Intrigues turn on Method, and 


are carried on by Demonſtration : So that Attempts upon 


Chaſtity come off generally with Succeſs. For Women, 
in our Age, are as ill furniſh'd for Reſiſtance, as an old 
Spaniſh Town for a Siege. But then the Dons, when 


forc'd to ſurrender, article for their Honour: This 


they'll bring off, though the Town ſtay behind in the 
Hands of the Conquerors. But our Female Defendants 
ſtand not upon ſuch Niceties: They deliver up their Mo- 
deſty, and go off with Ignominy: Confuſion I will not 
ſay ; for Bluſhes are out of Faſhion, unleſs when it's a 
Queſtion to practiſe the Chriſtian Vertues of Sobriety, 
Temperance and Chaſtity. . 5 

I have more than once taken a Survey of our Gentry, 
and I find nine in ten ruin'd by this unlucky Vice; to all 


Intents and Purpoſes, they have forfeited their Honour, 


mortgaged their Eſtates, impaired their Health, their Bo- 
dies fall under the Weight of Lewdneſs, their Purſes are 
ſcarce able to fupport it. So that if theſe young Sparks 
would take the Pains to caſt up their Accounts, they 
would find their Pleaſure have brought them in no o- 


ther Profit but Poverty, Diſeaſes, and more than one 


Cauſe of Repentance. Good God! Why muſt Appetite 


have ſuch a ſtrange Aſcendant over Reaſon? Why muſt 


Man thus tranſgreſs the End of Creation? Appetite was 
made to obey, Reaſon to command. To change their 


Office is to throw down the Encloſure between Man and 


Beaſt. Is it not a Madneſs to ſell this Prerogative for a 
petty Satisfaction; that like the Book of the Apocalypſes, 
leave a ſweet Flavour in the Mouth, and Bitterneſs in 
the Heart ? But ſuppoſe a Man will enjoy Pleaſure, is 
nothing palatable but Dirt and Mire? Muſt he turn 
Goat or Baboon before he can be pleaſed? Certainly he 
15 enamour'd of their Nature, he dotes ſo much on their 
Paſtimes ; and I am apt to believe he would range on 


their Hills, or ſport on their Trees among a Herd of 


Females, | 
But take all together, I fear the Pleaſure does not 


come up to Expectation, The Gall out- weighs the Honey. 


4 | For 
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For let us ſuppoſe a Man pofleſs'd by the unclean De- 
vil of brutiſh Love, he lodges all the Torments of the 
Damned in his Heart, and, what is worſe, their Guilt ; 


he ſhivers and burns, he hopes and deſpairs, he dreams in 


Company, and talks in Solitude all the Features of his 
beloved Object meet in his Imagination to wound his 
Heart, and turn the Idol he adores into a Devil to laſh 
him; his Fears keep pace with his Fondneſs, and Jea- 
louſy treads on the Heels of both, and all conſpire to 
make him wretched. For though Love looks pleaſing 
and pretty in Romance, in Life it's Monſter, Tyrant and 


Fury. 


A Lover knows, that a Woman, who has withdrawn 
her Fidelity from God, will forſake a Gallant at the leaſt 
Proſpect of Advantage. Hence Diſquiet ſeizes on the 
Brain, and Jealouſy riſes from Hell, to clap him on the 
Torture; like the Devil in the Goſpel, it ſometimes 


lings him into the Water, ſometimes into the Fire; he 


watches his Treaſure with the Eyes of an Argus, and 
lays an hundred Ambuſcades to find his Miſery, and her 
Infidelity ; ſo that, though Miſs be faithful, Monſieur is 
ſure to be miſerable. | | 

I fay nothing here of Averſion, Hatred, Envy, and a 
thouſand other Vipers that worry his Heart, and prey 


upon his Vitals. In ſhort, in a beſotted Lover alone are 


centred all the Frenzies and Follies of Bedlam, but that 
of Mirth. So that Envy can ſcarce wiſh him more un- 
happy, nor Malice render him more unfortunate: But if 
the Intrigue be carried with a Perſon of an unſpotted Re- 
putation, and who ſtands fair in the Opinion of the World, 
nay, and who perchance ſets up for Lucretia and Ve- 
ſtal; what Endeavours are made to court incognito, and 
to play out of Sight? But if after all, the Sin quickens - 
in her Womb, and that within nine Months ſhe be in 
Danger to fall into Fits of the Mother; what Pangs, what 
Throws, what Convulſions tear this poor Creature's 
Breaſt, and her Gallants too? In how lively Shapes does 
Imagination paint her Folly ! She ſuffers all the Torments 
of Child⸗- birth at the very inſtant of Conception; beſides 
thoſe of Rage, of Deſpair and Confuſion ; and in the 
end perchance reſolves to conceal one Sin by the help of 
another; i. e. Lewdneſs by Murder; and thus a poor 
Innocent, who came into the World by a leſs Sin, is fent 
FT ; out 
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vut of it by a greater; and then in all Probability the 
Tragedy that begun at Midnight in Darkneſs and Priva- 
cy, often ends at Mid-day on a Scaffold. Muſt not there- 
fore one be void of Reaſon to take a petty Pleaſure in 
Hand, with ſuch a Crowd of Troubles in Reverſion? 
Ought we not to fence againſt a Vice, ſo charming on 
the one Hand, and ſo uneaſy on the other? 

Mean. What are the beſt Preſervatives againſt this epi- 
demical Diſtemper ? | | s | 
Euſeb. Take this as a Principle, that Chaſtity is a 
Gift of God; and therefore implore continually his Di- 
vine Aſſiſtance; rely on his Grace, not on your Force; 
and if you be ſo happy as not to fall, give him the Glo- 
ry of the Triumph, and believe that whoſoever preſumes 
on his own Valour, has already meaſured half the Pre- 
ate God protects the Humble, and humbles the 
roud. | : h 
Secondly, Keep Love at a Diftance, or it will ſurprize 
ou; when once it has ſtormed the Heart, it forces Rea- 
on to ſurrender; and when Appetite commands, when 
Paſſion domineers, what can be expected but Brutality ? 
Lock up the Gates of your Senſes, and, as in Frontiers 
Towns, examine the Paſſengers. Love, like a Proteus, 
borrows all Shapes, and makes its Approaches at all Sea- 
| ſons; fo that you muſt ſtand upon your Guard, if you 
intend to avoid a Surprize; and if you can keep this 
Traitor at Arms-length, Lewdnefs will neither have the 
Face, nor find the Opportunity to aſſail you. But if you 
admit this Tyrant, if you lodge him in your Breaſt, you 
will have Cauſe to deplore your Slavery, and perchance 
eternally, For in a Word, Love, like a Viper, eats in- 
to the Heart that warms it, and returns Death for the 
Favour. | 
_ Thirdly, Flight is the beſt Defence, the moſt ſecureRam- 
po againſt the Darts of Laſciviouſneſs; you may as well 
ope to freeze in Fire, as to converſe innocently in the 
midſt of Occaſions. Iam of Tertullian's Opinion, that 
it is eaſier to die for Chaſtity, as the World goes, than to 
live with it in Balls, Viſits and Entertainments. And I 
ook upon it as a certaih Truth, that many of the Sex, 
who have ſurrender'd their Honour to the Flatteries, Im- 
portunities and Dalliances of Gallants, would have re- 
ſed it to the Cruelty of 93 5 
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Enter not therefore into the Play- houſe; it's the Palace 
of Aſmodens, the Seat of Lewdneſs, the Nurſery of De- 
bauchery. It's with us as Fornices were at Rome, only 
with this Difference, that thoſe Crimes are learn'd, con- 
triv'd, and reſolv'd on here, the Romans actually commit- 
ted them under the black Shade of thoſe infernal Vaults. 
For my part Jam of Opinion, that a Chriſtian cannot with 
a ſafer Conſcience enter into the Play-houſe, than into a 
Brothel; as things are managed there, 'Temptation is 
ſtronger on the Stage, and more inviting. The Blackneſs 
of the Vicelies under a Diſguiſe it's blanch'd over with'all 
the Art of Wit and Gawary ; ſo that nothing appears but 
the charming Part, which faſcinates the Eyes, captivates 
the Ears, dozes the Intellect, and fires the Paſſions, and 
then to plain the Way for Action, the Poet burleſques the 
Terrors of the other World; he paints the Devils rather 
like Scaramouches to divert, than like Executioners to 
torment: He blaſphemes the Majeſty of God to bring him 
under Contempt, and fo blunts all the Darts of Fear and 
Apprehenſion; and then, when Objects draw, when Paſ- 
hons ſtand prepared, and Reftraint is removed, what can 
be reaſonably expected, but Proſtitution? - | 

But beſides, the Stage not only removes Fear of Puniſh- 
ment, but even rewards Debauchery; for who are they 
that carry off Applauſe and Fortunes, but Rakes and Pro- 
ſtitutes? The Poet puts all his Wit in the Mouths of 
Rooks and Bullies; and if an honeſt Man appear, he is 
ſure to be hooted at, and generally goes off both Fool and 
Cuckold. Is not this to: condemn Vertue, to execute it 
in Effigy, and to canonize Vice by Deputy? Is not this 
to ſay, Gentlemen and Ladies, beware of Chaſtity and 
Vertue, they are out of Date in our Age; you'll forfeit 
your Honour by maintaining it, and grow ridiculous, if 
you continue innocent. The ſhorteſt Way to Repute, is 
to drive over Conſcience, to bluſh at Honeſty, and 
practiſe Incontinence. What Vertue is Proof againſt 
ſuch murdering Engines? If Hell be a Place of Diverſion, 
as the Poets endeavour to perſuade the Audience, if God 
be a Scare-crow, .if Chaſtity be infamous, and Impuri- 
ty creditable, who will not rather be lewd with Credit, 
than chaſte with Reproach? I would have both Poets 
and Players enter a little into themſelves; they have all 
contributed to run down Vertue and Religion, _ to 
| n | ring 
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bring Libertiniſm and Atheiſm into Faſhion. Thoſe pre- 
pare the Poiſon, theſe preſent the Potion, daſh'd with all 
the palatable Ingredients of Pomp and Magnificence, that 
it may go down with Pleaſure, and work with Efficacy. 
I am afraid in the next World they'll be forc'd to anſwer 
for the Sins of the Poet and Actors, as well as for thoſe 
of the Chriſtian; unleſs by a timely Repentance, and pub- 
lick Recantation, they ask Pardon of God, and Forgive- 
neſs of the Nation, which they have rhimed almoſt out 
of Religion, and played out of Conſcience. 
Fouribly, When Temptation invites, draw up all the 
diſmal Conſequences of this wretched Sin, and fix your 
Thoughts upon 'em. Other Crimes, like the Adder, car- 
ry their Poiſon in their Head; this is a Scorpion that licks 
up its Venom in its Tail. For though the Sin be charm- 
ing, its Sequels are dreadful. The Infection flies up to 
the Brain, like the Sting of the Tarantula; and tho' thoſe 
who are bit by this poiſonous Inſect, can dance out the 
ſtupifying Humour, and may be fiddled into their Wits, 
the others are paſt Cure; they remain in Spight of Ho- 
mily and Exhortation, ſtupid, brutal, without Judgment, 
without Honour, without Senſe, and oftentimes without 
Money; but never without Folly, Sighs, Jealouttes, 
Rage and Deſpair. 2 
Efthly, That your Affections may not ſteal abroad, nor 
like Butter-flies,flutter from one Object to another, chain 
em by lawful Wedlock to a Wife. I know at pretent, 
Matrimony, that in St. Paul's Days was honourable, lies 
under no creditable Circumſtances; and we are in part 
obliged to the Stage-Poets for the Aſperſion. They repre- 
ſent this Divine Inſtitution under all the Reproaches of 
Slavery and Folly, and paint both Sexes fo ſcar dalouſly 
laſcivious, that the Character is enough to deter Chriſti- 
ans from the Engagement. I ſuppoſe theſe Gentlemen are 
fee'd by the Stews, to ſtand up for the Improvement of 
their Trade; and for this reaſon they labour fo heartily, 
to perſuade People, lawful Pleaſures taſte flat and inſipid, 
as if the only charming Circumſtance of Fleaſure were 
the Unlawfulneſs of the Action. This Doctrine is calcu- 
lated exactly for the Practice of Lucifer and his Aſſoci- 
-ates, but not for Chriſtians; it ſmells of Smoak, and 
may in good time heat the Preachers. a RE; 
* 


G 2 | Beware 


——— ³!—E[U[—é — — eds — e une rn 


1 The GENTLEMAN Inſtructed. 


Beware of Jealouſy, A Wife is often made faithful 
by not ſuſpecting her of Infidelity, but when without 
Reaſon, you queſtion her Loyalty, you only tempt her 
to betray it. I have heard of a Lady, that kept her Con- 
jugal V ow, whilſt her Husband thought ſhe did; but when 
he accuſed her falſly, and blaſted her Reputation, ſhe mur- 
dered her Innocence to revenge the 1 Some Wo- 
men are of Opinion, there is little Difference between 
being unchaſte, and being thought ſo; and therefore go 
off with the Satisfaction of Infidelity, as well as with the 
Infamy. A thoutand, thouſand times happy is that Cou- 
ple, that by a wiſe Foreſight prevents thoſe Misfortunes, 
that ſpring from Diverlity of Conſtitutions and Hu- 
mours, oi at leaſt ſupport with Patience what Prudence 


can't avert, and ſo improve Neceſſity into a Vertue. 


| VI. 

If God has bleſs'd you with Children, ſays the Scrip- 
ture, Prov, vii. inſtruct 'em. God has engrav'd this 
Law in the very Heart of Nature, and more than once 
promulg'd it in the Bible, that Parents might be well con- 
vinc'd of this grand Duty, and be perſuaded to comply 
with it; and yet it ſeems, that no Law is leſs underſtood, 
and more univerſally neglected in Practice than this. 
Some Parents, more cruel than the Oſtrich, bring poor 
Creatures into the World, and then abandon 'em. O- 
thers, like Apes, are ſo ſond of their Brood, they kill 
'em with Kindneis: Thoſe are guilty of Negligence, 
theſe of Indulgence ; and all betray their Duty, and by 
conſequence their Conſcience. ' 3 
I have been often ſcandaliz'd at the inſupportable Neg- 
lect of ſome Parents; they made no Difference between 
their Lackeys and their Children, but that they careſs'd 
thoſe, and eternally cormented theſe; they herded with 
the Grooms and Carters, and owed all their Education 
to the Stable and Kitchen; and if they ſent em ſome- 
times to School, *twas only to rid the Hqule, not for their 
Inſtructien. They never took the Pains to inform them- 
ſelves, whether the Maſter was black or white ; whe- 
ther religious or impious; a Turk or a Chriſtian. Good 
God ! faid I to Sir N. N. what do you mean? You will 


not hire a Cook without examining his Talent, nor take a 


Groom without good Security of his Skill; yet the one 
| my is 
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is only to ſerve the Belly, the other to curry Horſes, and 
will you truſt a Child to the Care of a Man, who for 
ought you know, has neither Science nor Religion ? 
Nor have | beheld with Patience the doating Fondneſs 
of others. I have ſeen my young Maſter often play the 
Lion in the Family, and my tender Lady, the Mother, 


applauded his Inſolence, like the Romans in Senecas Days. 


She would embrace the Spark, when the ſhould have chid 
him; nay, and kiſs him for thoſe very things he ſhould 
have whipt him. To croſs the Child, 1s to ftab the Mo- 
ther ; and if he whimpers, ſhe cries in good Earneſt ; his 
Paſſions grow upon him with Age, and a fooliſh Indul- 
gence emboldens *em ; he asks what he pleaſes, and ob- 
tains what he demands; a Refufal ſets him on fre, and 
then my young Jußbiter begins to thunder: My Lady 
trembles at the Tempeſt ſhe has raifed ; and inſtead of 
laying it by a ſober Correction, ſhe fooliſhly augments it 
by a thouſand Careſſes: He is coach'd to Company, to 
Balls, and the Play-Houſe, and muſt be Spectator of 
Mamma's Vanity and Follies to learn em. Poor Sir T. H. 
ſaw this fine Menage, but was too dotingly fond of his 
Wife to ſave his Child. He complain'd one Day to me, 
that his Son was fit for nothing, but either to dance or to 
quarrel. You are miſtaken, ſaid I, have a little Pati- 
ence, and he'll retaliate his Breeding upon you, with In- 
ſolence and Outrage; he is as handſomely equipt for a 
Rake, as can be; nor was I deceived, for ſince that he 


* flung himſelf away upon a Chamber-maid, dipt his E- 


ſtate, perſecuted his Mother, and brought his Father with 
Grief and Chagrin to his Grave. 

You muſt know, Neander, that Man by Nature is 
half Beaſt; he has all the Inclinations, all the Paſſions 
of the moſt ſalvage Animal; and, what is worſe, he has 
Reaſon to ſharpen em, and Malice to abuſe *em. But 
as the moſt fierce Lion is tam'd and render'd tractable 


by Education and Diſcipline, ſo Man may be taught 


Sweetneſs, Moderation and Vertue, if he be taken in 
Hand' betimes, if his Paſſions are check'd, and forc'd to 
obey the Commands of Reaſon, from the Cradle. But 
when once Senſe has got the upper Hand, when Paſſion 
has taſted the Sweetneſs of Superiority, and Reaſon is 
accuſtomed to Slavery, you may as ſoon ſubdue the 
Fierceneſs of a full grown Tyger, as perſuade Senſe and 

| G 3 Appe- 
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Appetite to reſign the uſurp'd Government, or Reaſon to 
take it, Adoleſcens juæta vitam ſuam, & cum ſenuerit non 
recedet ab ea: A young Man goes on as he began, and 
carries the firſt Impreſſion to the Grave. That you may 
not thereſore cry one Day with the poor Eagle in the Fa- 
ble, who being mortally wounded by an Arrow trimmed 
with her own Feathers, ſighed out this melancholy Com- 
plaint, Miſerable Bird that I am] What a Fool was I to 
bring forth Feathers to my own Deſtruction ! I ſay, that 
you may not complain, thoſe Children you gave Life to, 
are the Cauſe of your Death, obſerve three things. Firſt, 
So ſoon as they are capable to know God, teach 'em to 
fear his Juſtice, and to love his Goodneſs; inſtruct them 
in Religion, and take Care they practiſe all the Duties of 
a Chriſtian, A Child that fears God, will love his Pa- 
rents; he can't be religious without being dutiful. Incul- 
cate a thouſand times, that he is made for Heaven, and 
that he mult live vertuouſly in this World, to be happy 
in the next: Precaution him againſt the Vanity of the 
World, and all its ſpecious Scenes of Deceits and Pa- 
geantry, that delude the Eye to ſeduce the Heart: Diſco- 
ver the Danger before you expoſe him, and tell him with 
that admirable Queen Blanca, you had rather ſee him in 
the Grave, than in Sin: Inſpire not into his tender Breaſt 
Deſires of Grandeur ; this is a Seed that ſprouts up without 
ſowing: Choak all tendency of ſo early a Pride, or elſe 
it will grow to his Ruin. I bluſh at the unchriſtian Co n- 
duct of thoſe Parents, who teach little Creatures, before 
they can walk, to climb up to the very Pinnacle of Ho- 
nour; who would make *em Pages to Anti-Chriſt to 
be great, and would counſel em to be Mabometaus for 
the vain Satisfaction of ſeeing em Baſſa's: When you 
have furniſh'd *em with Vertue, and provided for their 
Soul, let *em think of a Settlement, and aim rather at 
a Poſt that is genteel, than great: An elevated Fortune 
is ſeldom obtained without vaſt Crimes, and always ſup- 
ported by greater. EO on 

Secondly, Cultivate them with thoſe Arts and Sciences 
that ſuit with their Capacity and Condition. For thoſe 
that have nothing to do, do always more than they 
ought ; and though they are unfit for a handſome Occu- 
pation, they are capable of a vicious one. 


Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Give not all your Means to the Eldeſt; leave 
a Proviſion for all: A. young Gentleman that begins the 
World without Money, ends it without Conſcience: 
When I muſt rack my Brain to live, I have neither time 
nor leiſure to think of living well. Neceſſity is the Mo- 
ther of Vice, no leſs than Abundance ; and Want is both 
more troubleſome than Affluence, and equally dangerous: 
Beſides, how will you have a Gentleman puſh forward, 
who has nothing to improve? Can he raiſe a Fortune 
without Tools to work with, without a Fund to lay the 
Foundation? Poverty palls the moſt generous Spirits; it 
cows Induſtry, and caſts Reſolution itſelf into Deſpair, 
When you have acquitted yourſelf of theſe three Points, 
you have done the part of a Father; the reſt you muſt 
leave to Providence, who watches over its Creatures, and 
never abandons thoſe, who comply with their Duty. 


| | VII. 

Your Care muſt not ſtop at your Children, let it reach 
your menial Servants ; though you are their Maſter, 
you are alſo their Father. And for this Reaſon the Ro- 
mans call'd Houſe-leepers Patres Familias, Fathers of the 
Houſe-hold. Beſides, asa Chriſtian you are their Brother, 
and have the Church of Chriſt for your common Mother; 
all theſe Relations deſerve a Tenderneſs on the one fide, 
and on the other impoſe an Obligation on you to enquire 
into their Behaviour, and to provide for their Inſtruction ; 
don't ſo overcharge *em with Labour, that they can find 
no time for God. You can't exact ſo continual a Ser- 
vice, nor is it in their Power to comply with you. They 
owe more Obedience to God than to you; and you 
tranſgreſs your Duty, when your Commands croſs 
upon his. Nor is it ſufficient to allow *em time to look 
into the Concerns of their Souls, you mult ſee they em- 
ploy it well: Let em meet at Prayers atleaſt once a Day, 
and puniſh thoſe that neglect this Duty. Suffer not in 
your Houſe a Debauchee, though never ſo uſeful. Who 
is a Traitor to his Maker, will betray a Maſter at the 
firſt Occaſion. A Man without Conſcience is always 
without Honeſty, Beſides, Lewdneſs and Knavery are 
catching, and one infected Perſon ſuffices to ſcat- 
ter the Contagion. Take this for a Principle. The 
more you take to Heart God's Intereſt, the more he'll 

. take 
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take care of yours; he'll crown your Enterprizes with 
Succeſs, or raiſe your Soul above the Stroak of Misfor- 


tune. In fine, you'll either enjoy Proſperity with a Chri- 
ſtian Moderation, or bear Adverſity with Pleaſure. 


. | 

 Confine not Charity within the Walls of your own 
Houſe, nor employ it wholly abaut the ſpiritual Good 
of your Neighbour ; let the Body feel the Effects of his 
Tenderneſs, as well as the Soul. When he groans under 
the Pangs of Poverty, and ſtruggles with Neceſlity, re- 
lieve his Indigence out of your own Store-Houſe; let 
the Meaſure of your Charity be the Extent of your Abi- 
lity ; and of his Want: What you lay out on the Poor, 
1s not ſpent, but put to Intereſt ; God is Security for the 
Reimburſement, ſo that the Payment is infallible. I 1 
have ſeen ſome Gentlemen open-handed enough, but 


then they diſperſed their Charities with ſo unhandſome a 


Grace, that, methought, they did Ill in doing Good, and 
refuſed an Alms whilſt they gave one; they ſeemed to 
inſult over a poor Creature's Miſery, and ſeldom open'd 
their Purſe, till they had yented their Gall. This is not 
to relieve the Indigent, but to throw Shame upon Want, 
and Confuſion upon Neceſſity; it's to hang Weight to 
their Burthen, and to fret Poverty with Contempt: Be- 
ſides, it loſes the very Nature of Alms; for that is not 
received gratis, that is purchaſed with Bluſhes, and at 
the Expence of Patience. A compaſſionate Look often- 
times refreſhes more, than a Crown with a ſevere one. 
And (methinks) I had rather be ſent away with a civil 
God be with you, than be entertained with Peeviſhneſs 
and ill Nature. A ſmall Favour well timed, becomes 
conſiderable : The very manner of giving adds to the 
Gift. Keep not therefore the Poor at a Bay, nor rack 
em with Queſtions; to what purpoſe do theſe Prelimi- 
naries ſerve, but either to feed your Curioſity, or to 
ſpend a fretting Humour ? We are of the ſame Nature ; 
our Bodies are made of the ſame Clay, and our Squls 
by the ſame Hand. The difference between the Rich 


and Poor comes not from Nature or Merit, but from the 


Ordination of Providence. Some are born to no other 
Eftate than that of their Brethren's Charity, that they 
may practiſe Patience ; and others to Abundance, cp 
5 | | h | | tney 
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they may exerciſe Charity; ſo that the Vertue of theſe 
ſtand indebted to the Miſery of thoſe ; and the Giver is 
no leſs oblig d than the Receiver. . | 


IX, 

Begin to practiſe the Vertues of a Chriſtian betimes; 
accuſtom your Palate to em before you have taſted Vice, 
they'll reliſh better; a ſmall Reſolution plains the Way 
to Heaven in the Beginning, and turns Godlineſs into 
Pleaſure ; but if you ſtay till Sins have fluſh'd the Paſſi- 
ons, and ſharpen'd Appetite, nothing but Violence can 
ſecure you ; you will not be able to advance one Step 
without a Combat; you muft fight your way through 
all the Squadrons, the Fleſh, the World, and the Devil 
will draw up to oppoſe you ; and when theſe Enemies are 
headed by vicious Habits, God knows, whether you 
will ever be ſo hardy, as even to attempt a Conqueſt ſo 
hazardous on the one fide, and fo laborious on the other. 


| X, 
Indeed a Chriſtian Behaviour among Gentlemen is 


ſo unuſual, that you muſt venture to be out of Faſhion, 


you muſt ſtand the Shock of Raillery, and perchance the 
Stroak of a Lampoon ; but theſe Weapons ſtick in the 


Skin, and although they are puſh'd on with all the Vio- 
lence of Malice and Profaneneſs, are not able to draw 


Blood, or to touch your Reputation. I have often been 


aſtoniſh'd at ſome Gentlemen, who practiſed Vertue at 


Home, and Vice in Company ; who betray'd their Con- 
ſcience to avoid a Bluſh. This is, faid I, to fall into the 
wretched Blindneſs of ſome favage Indians, who adore 
the Devil, that he may do em no Harm. If Rakes glory 
in Evil, why ſhould you be aſhamed at Good? That 
carries along its Condemnation, and this its Juſtificati- 
on. Surely Shame fits more naturally on Guilt than In- 
nocence. = | 

But could we dive into a wicked Man's Heart, could we 
pierce into his Soul, we ſhould read moſt viſible Traces of. 
Shame and Confuſion, every Moment he caſts an Eye 
on his Vices, and his Neighbour's Vertues. For let me 
tell you, Neander, Piety has an amiable Aſpect, it charms 
its very Perſecutors, and even thoſe who ſtigmatize it in 
Practice, admire its Beauty. So that though ge 
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how will ye endure the Frowns of an angry Deity ? If 
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they let fly a Raillery, and ſhoot a Joke, theſe petty 


Arrows fly at Random, and never come near your Ho- 
nour: Nay, take it for a general Rule, that thoſe Rakes, 


who flirt at a Chriſtian Demeanour, have a ſecret Eſteem 


for it. | 
Oh, ſaid one, IT muſt draw in my Piety, and mew it 
within my own Walls; I have almoſt loſt my Chriſtian 
Name, and am ſcarce known, but by that of Bigot. 
Pray, Sir, faid I, let us not ſtartle at Sounds, nor run 
away from Buffoons ; let us conftrue the Word, and 
frame right Notions, and then we ſhall find, that Bigot 
in the Jargon of Reprobates is nothing elſe but a Man 
that believes Religion, and dares' profeſs it ; that boggles 
at Oaths, and bluſhes at Perjuries ; that will elevate his 
Spirits with old Hock, or new Champaign, but not drown 
his Reaſon; that has not Courage to laugh at Hell, nor 
the Impudence to play upon Heaven ; that ſometimes 
does good Actions, and always fears bad ones. This is 
the Height of a Bigot's Devotion, according to the mo- 
dern Uſe of the Word; ſo that it imports nothing hurt- 
ful, nothing infamous, unleſs it be a Diſgrace to profeſs 
Honeſty upon Occaſions, to practiſe Morality, and to 
have a good Conſcience. | | | 
But let Debauchees burleſque your Piety, muſt you 
abandon it? Will you abjure Chriſtianity, becauſe ſome 
Libertines ſport with Religion; or commence Atheiſt, to 
humour Fools? Why then will you be ſcared out of Pie- 


ty, or teazed out of Morality ?' Is it honourable in Spight 


of Raillery to acknowledge a God, and a Diſgrace to 
ſerve him? Is it a Credit to be a Chriſtian, and a Shame 
to be a good one? No certainly; let us put things toge- 
ther, and act conſequently ; let us call in Reaſon to go- 
vern Fan. | | 
Beſides, who are thoſe Men that aweus? A Club of 
Animals, that have more Money than Wit, and more 


Quality than Conſcience ; a Pack of Hectors, that live 


ill, and judge worſe ; that are pitied by ſome, and 
ſcorned by others; the very Panegyricks of theſe Men 
are Satyrs, Praiſe out of their Mouths is ſcandalous, and 
Blame is glorious. Neander, ſuffer not your ſelf to be 
laugh'd out of Heaven, nor rallied into Hell; if you 
can't bear the reproaching Frowns and Smiles of a Man, 


the 
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the Laſh of a petulant Tongue be ſo ſenſible, aſſure your 
ſelf the Pains of Fire and Brimſtone will be more inſup- 
portable. Vertue in a Dungeon is preferable to Sin on 


the Throne, and Innocence in the Pillory is more ho- 
nourable than Guilt on the Bench. 


„ | 

If you love your Soul, and reſolve to fave it, avoid 
the Converſation of Libertines and Atheiſts ; like the Ba- 
filisk, their Eyes dart Poiſon, and their "Tongues ſpeak 
Death: They are Satan's Deputies, and Devils by Proxy. 
A Libertine is half Fiend, half Beaſt; Pleaſure is his 
Summum Bonum; this he places in Sin like the Devil, 
and in Mire like the Swine ; he circles from the Tavern 
to the Play-houſe, from hence to the Stews, and returns 
to his Lodging the ſame way; ſo that his whole Study is 
to learn Wickedneſs, and his whole Buſineſs to practiſe 
it ; his Diſcourſe is a Compound of Smut and Blaſphe- 


my; his Entertainment unchriſtian, and his Dialect dia- 


bolical ; he would feign monopolize the Wit of the Na- 
tion, but wants both Fund and Patent; his Knowledge 
reaches no further than the Gazette or the Courant, and 
on Occaſions he ventures to vent Nonſenſe in Metre; 
his Religion is univerſal, calculated for all Meridians ; 
he has one for a Calm, another for a Storm; one for 
Europe, another for America; ſo that it's as difficult to 
be defined as a Disjundtive ; in England he tickles for his 
Biſhops; in Scotland againſt *em ; he is a Few at Amſter- 
dam, a Muſſulman at Conſtantinople; a Papiſt at Rome, 
and a Calviniſt at Geneva: In a Word, he is any thing 
without, and nothing within ; ſo that his whole Religion 
turns upon Convenience and Intereſt, and is comprized 
in theſe Verſes. os ESL | 


' Queſt. What's Orthodox and true Believing 
| Againſt a Conſcience * Anſw. A good Living. 
Queſt. I hat makes Rebelling againſi Kings 
A good old Cauſe? Anſw. Adminiſtrings, 
| Queſt. What makes all Doctrine plain and clear? 
Anſw. About two hundred Pounds a Year. 
Queſt. And that which was provꝰd true before 
Prove falſe again? Anſw. Two hundred more. 
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- XIE | 
An Atheiſt is an overgrown Libertine; and if we be- 
lied his own Genealogy, he is 2 By-blow begot by Ha- 
Zard, and flung into the World by Neceſlity ; he moves 
by Wheels, and has no more Soul than a Wind-mill ; he 
is thruſt on by Fate, and acts by meer Compulſion; he 
is no more Maſter of his Deeds than of his Being; and 
therefore is as conſtant to his Word as the Wind to the 
ſame Corner; fo that an Atheiſt by his own Principles is 
a Knave per ſe, and an honeſt Man only per accidens. 
In fine, he ftarts out of Duſt, and vaniſhes into nothing. 
Mean. All my Concerns are in the Hand of a Man 
who will not be very fond of this Character, yet he ſets 
up for an Atheiſt, and ſupports the Fraternity with Ar- 
guments and Authority. 
Euſeb. Neander, diſcharge him out of Hand; he'll cer- 
tainly ruin your Soul, and may poſſibly embezzle your 
Eſtate. A round Hurricane of Atoms may drive him in- 
to the Poſſeſſion of your Lands, and you out of em. A 
brisk Puff may conveigh out of ſight a neceſſary Inden- 
ture, or raiſe high the Bill of Reparations; there is no 
coming near a Man with Safety, that's void oſ Conſci- 
ence; no truſting him that acts by Fates, or moves by 
Deſtiny; if he be a Slaye to impulſe, he is not Maſter of 
re 
Nean. Tho! he abjures God, he upholds Reaſon, and 
keeps touch with Probity ; he values Honour, and would 
forfeit Life to maintain it. | 
Enſeh. Then he is made up of Contradictions, and one 
part of his Creed ſtabs the other; if there be no God, 
your Friend is the Spawn of Caſualty ; the Child of Mat- 
ter and Motion, a heapof Duſt with a Complex of Ubi- 
cations,a Figure without Soul, a Statue without Life; he 
is all Matter like Beaſts, no more capable of Reaſon than 
an Ape, of Vertue than Balaam's Aſs, or of Honour 
than Caligula's Conſul. In fine, withdraw your Con- 
Cerns, or you may one Day repent your Confidence: For 
I muſt once for all tell you, Honour without Conſcience, 
without Religion, will yield to Intereſt, 
Nean. T his cannot be done ſo ſoon ; endeavour, I be- 
ſeech you, to gain him; overturn his Principles, and the 
Conqueſt will be eaſy; you can't oblige him more __ 
b i 
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by entering into a Diſpute; and the ſhorteſt way to win 
his Favour, is to quarrel with his Tenets. | 

| Exſeb. Diſputes indeed are natural to Atheiſts; for no 
Men maintain with greaterEagerneſs they are in the Right, 
than thoſe that ſuſpect they are in the Wrong; like Men 
in a dangerous Road, they love to travel in Company, 
and ſo draw in Proſelytes to march to Hell with a Ca- 
ravan. 

But, Neauder, this Itch of arguing is a terrible Argu- 
ment, they are ſcared with Doubts, and haunted with 
Suſpicions that God is no Chimera, it's a Sign that Con- 
ſcience is uneaſy, and makes ſome Attempts to break all 
the Barriers of Ignorance, Pride and Blaſphemy. 

However, I'll comply with your Deſires, and wait up- 
on the Gentleman when you command me: Although I 
muſt tell you, a converted Atheiſt is a Phoenix ſcarce ſeen 
inan Age; for he is a Mixture of Pride and Ignorance, 
of much Senſe and little Reaſon ; he.confutes Arguments 


with Laughter, and pretends to frown Demonſtration 


it ſelf into Sophiſtry. How can Truth (I do not fay 
ſubdue) but eyen reach ſuch a Man? You may as ſoon 
mm down the Moon with a Cannon-Ball, as convince 
im. | 
Nean. It's true, but Charity armed with ſolid Reaſons 
may perchance ſoften his Obſtinacy ; and although you 
loſe * ow Labour, you'll meet at leaſt in the next World 
the Reward of your Zeal. I'll tell him you intend to 
make him a Viſit. | 
Euſeb. lam content, Neander, I have drawn a ſhort 
Scheme of your Duty, and wiſh you ſo happy as to com- 
ply with it; it will prove the beſt Support of this Life, 
and the greateſt Comfort in the other. God has interwo- 
ven Man's Felicity with his Duty, and twiſted his Inte- 
reſt with Pleaſure. A good Man is ſeldom uneaſy, and 


an ill one is always unquiet; one muſt be blind not to 


diſcover the Canker at his Heart through all the glitter- 

ing Pageantry of Greatneſs and Power: he may rant 

and laugh, but can't be merry: for certainly there is a 

great Difference between Noile and Mirth ; their Lives 

are as unlike as their Ends; and thoſe are as different as 

3 of the Damned are from the Joys of the 
eſled. 


% Neander 
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& Neander took leave of Enſebins, with a Promiſe to 
© call upon him the next Morning. He went immedi- 
c ately to Theomachur's Lodgings ; (this was the Atheiſt's 


Name) he open'd freely his Deſign, and ask*d him, If 


© Buſineſs would permit him to enter upon a Conference 
% with Euſebius. | 

„ Theomachus received the Propofal with a "Tranſport 
& of Joy, and told Neander he was infinitely oblig'd to 
< him, for offering ſo fair an Occaſion of making Ac- 
% quaintance with a Man ſo much talk'd of: For (con- 
<< tinued he) I have often heard great Commendations 
c both of his Vertue and Learning, and ſhall by this In- 


é terview be able to judge, whether his Merits equal his 


<< Fame. Beſides, the Greatneſs of my Adverſary will 
& ſecure my Credit, though Fortune declare againſt me. 
& Neander, after ſome mutual Compliments, returned 
< to his Lodgings, with a Reſolution to mind Theomas 


ce has of his Promiſe the next Morning. 


7 N66 
The End of the Firſt Part. 
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„ 
PUBLISHER 


TOTHE 


LADIES and GENTLEMEN. . 


Ladies and Gentlemen, 
A L THO" it be not within the Power of Man 10 


write ſo nicely, as to leave the Criticks nothing to 
- ** refine upon; yet there are ſome, whoſe Perfor- 
mances come nigher up toit, and hit much better with the 
Goũ of the Times, than others. Among theſe we may pre- 
ſume to reckon The firſt Part of the Gentleman Inſtru- 


cted; which was ſcarce well ſet out, before it was at the 


End of its firſt Edition; and having run the ſecond with 
the ſame Succeſs, in the third, it was deſervediy took up 


into a Dedication ; inawhich, as it gain'd not little on Ae 


count of the honourable Perſon it was preſented to, ſo it 


received no ſmall Advantage from the ingenious Remarks of 


the Dedicator ; whoſe = ame; are ſo well thong ht, his 
- Thoughts ſo well expreſs'd, and his Expreſſions ſo well put 
together, that tho the Work itſelf were of no Value, yet 
one would buy the Book for the Dedication. 

It was the Author's Defire of being unknown, which 
made him willing to paſs for being Dead; but this Supple- 
ment, which is the genuine Off-ſpring of the ſame Pen, 
has too much of him iu it, not to convince the /orld he is 
ſtill alive; and whoever reads the ſecond Part, will find 
there, ſuch a Harmony of 17 houg ht aud Expreſſion with 
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the firſt, that if the Author had been dead, one would ale 
moſt conclude him riſen again to write it. In a Word, he 
is certainly alive; and lis hop'd his growing Eſteem will 
encourage him to oblige the Publick with many ſuch deſer- 
wing Pieces. 

His Deſion in this is to inſtruct the Nobility of both 
Sexes in their Duty; and to chalk out the ſureſt and ſhort- 
eſt Way io Content in this or ld, and the Glory in the next. 


This is without doubt an advantageous Diſcovery, which 


ſo nearly concerns you, that I hope you will take the Pro- 
poſals into Conſideration, And methinks the Author ſo 
handſomely reconciles Greatneſs to Guodneſs, and all the 


Prerogatives of Quality to the Precepts of the Goſpel ; that 


you muſt either have forfeited Reaſon, or have bid adieu to 
Religion, if you refuſe to practiſe the Method he preſcribes : 
For who but Fools aud Atheiſts will reſign all Pretenſions 
to a future Bliſs, for any temporal Een, when he 


may live great here, and happy hereafter * 


Ladies, Soldiers, and Courtiers will find here the Cauſes 


of their Miſcarriages, and the Remedies: And if a bare 
 exprſing of your Failures over-heat the Spleen, and awaken 
Indignation ; ſurely the Gentleman's Antidote will lay theſe 
unjuſt Reſentments ; and 3 you to ackuowleage, that 
he had been leſs charitable, if he had been more indulgent. 
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DIALOGUE I. 
9 The Cauſe of the following Dialogues. 


| USEBIUS prepar'd for the Rendezvous, and 
= reſolv'd to attack the Atheiſt next Day: But an 

unforeſeen Accident deferr'd the Meeting, . 
A Club of young Blades that Evening filed off from 
the Play-houſe to ſtorm ſome Bottles of Champaign. 
Eleutherius led on the Brigade, and march'd at the 
Head of the Battalion. And indeed, he was compleatly 
equipt for the Adventure. His Purſe was arm'd with 
Silver, and his Conſcience with Steel. They attack'd the 
Enemy with Courage, and bore on with Reſolution. All 
proteſted againſt Quarter, (as brave Friburgen did at Cre- 
mona) and ſo reſolv'd to ſtand till they fell in the Enter- 
prize. ; | 


H 2 | But 


A 


100 A SuppEMENT to the firſt Part 
But if the Affailants did Execution, Champaign did 


more: It tilted at the Head, and made directly at the 


Brain. One dropp'd under the Table, an Huzza waited 
upon him to the Ground; and Morpheus ſtept in to play 
the Surgeon. . l | 
The Misfortune of one breathes Vigour into the other; 
they carry on manfully the Attack: Their Heads run 
round with the Glafles ; their Tongues ride Poſt ; their 
Wits are jaded ; and Reaſon is diſtanc'd. Brutes could 
not talk better, nor Men worſe: Like Skippers in a Storm, 
they rather hollow'd than ſpoke; ſcarce one heard his 
Neighbour, and not one underſtood him: So that Noiſe 
ſtood for Senſe, and every one paſs'd for a Virtuoſo, be- 
cauſe all play'd the Fool to Extravagance. | 
The Subject of their Heat was no leſs ſurpriz ing than 
the Management of it; and both ridiculous to Amaze- 
ment. Sorrel (cries one with an Oath) is the moſt com- 
pleat Nag in £Ewvglazd; and then he threw among the 
Company ſuch a Bedroll of Jockey- Jargon, that one 
would think he had ſwept the Stable ſeven Years, or ferv'd 
an Apprenticeſhip to a Farrier. From Terms of Arts he 
goes on to a Leſſon of Proportion. He diſſects the Ani- 
mal; and flings the Anatomy on the Table; then he 
flouriſhes on his Feats, and ſwears he is famous in the 


Journal of New-Markez. Nay, Tam told, the Gentle- 


man proteſted, Sorrel was as well born as himſelf; that in 


a collateral Line he touch'd the greater Beucephalus, and 


was a Couſin, once remov'd, to Caligula's Conſul. 

Wine had heated the Company's Blood; but this ſhort 
Panegyrick inflam'd it. They could not agree to Sorrel's 
Atchievements, nor ſuffer him to monopolize the Per- 
fections of his Species; every Man ſtood up in Defence 


of his own NRozinante, and maintain'd his juſt Preroga- 


tives with Heat and Clamour. But whilſt the Diſpute 
run high, their Wits ſunk low with the Bottles; Senſe 
flumber'd, and Reaſon atmoſt fell into a Lethargy. _ 
From the Stable they trip over to the Kennel, and leave 
Horſes, to philoſophize on Hounds, They follow the 
Chace with Tumult; one would have taken em for a 
Pack of Beagles on the Scent, but that they open'd louder. 
All this while the Glaſſes circle, Reaſon ebbs, Extrava- 
gance flows, and Mirth flies out into Madneſs, 


And 


* 
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And now our Gallants were handſomely equipp'd for 
any Villany. Champaign had fir'd their Blood, intoxi- 
cated Reaſon, and drowned Shame. T hey fell upon their 
Maker without Fear, without Scruple. Some worry his 
Juſtice, whilſt others buffoon his Mercy. The Juice of 
the Grape had ſwell'd theſe petty Pigmies into daring Gi- 
ants, who canonaded Heaven, and dehed the Omnipotent. 
Indeed their Drunkenneſs made ſome Atonement for 
their Blaſphemies: But after all, it's a ſad Caſe, when a 
Man is better for being transform'd into a Beaſt, and leſs 
| fooliſh for having loſt his Wits. 
One proteſted againſt all Religions but that of Epicure: 
Againſt all Heavens but that of Mahomer : And againſt 
all Hells, but Want of Champaign or Canary. Another 
would not receive the Lord's Prayer without an Amend- 
ment. To petition for Bread (ſaid he) has more of the 
Beggar, than of the Gentleman. And ſutes better with 
the Poor of the Pariſh, than with the Lord of the Manor. 
Let us at leaft (faid he) tack to daily Bread, one Bot- 
tle of Burgundy. The Motion met with Applauſe : + | 
Every one follow'd the Propoſal with a Comment ten : 
times more outragious than the Text. They rioted on: 
Impiety and the moſt rampant Inſolence paſs'd for the 
moſt refined Wit. Nay, to ſcrew Outrage to the high- 
eſt Point, Ok! ſays one, give me Religio Medici, this 
Religion at large is a healing Profeſſion : It reconciles the 
Croſs with the Creſcent, and ſtrikes an Alliance be- 
tween the Son of Mary, and the Son of Abdala. Thus 
is the Goſpel deliver'd up to the Rabble, and a petty A- 
theiſtical Pamphlet lock'd up in the Ark. Our Saviour's 
Doctrine muſt give Place to the Viſions of an irreligious 
Quack,- more fit to gaze upon Urinals, than to talk of 
Religion, f 
Had their Diſcourſe been innocent, their Madneſs had 
been diverting: But to hear Chriſtians turn God into 
Farce, and Religion into Romance; revile Sanctity, and 
play with Juſtice, is monſtrous and provoking. For what 
can be more amazingly flagitious, than to make God the 
Subject of our Sport, and the Goſpel of our Diverſion? 
Than to throw the moſt auguſt and the moſt trifling things 
into the ſame Compoſition? And to blend Majeſty and 
Omnipotence with Laughter and Frenzy ? 
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The Proverb ſays, ho murthers when he is drunk, muſh 
hang for it when he is ſober, I would have it paſs into a 
ſtanding Law, and take in Blaſphemers. The Fear of 
a red hot Iron might poſſibly put em in Mind of Fire and 
Brimſtone, and the Dread of paſſing for ſtigmatiz'd Vil- 


lains in this World, might ſcare them into an Apprehen- 


ſion of living eternally Reprobates in the next. 

By this time Eleuiberius had ſeiz'd on the Chair, and 
began to hold forth on the Text of ede, bibe. He was a 
Libertine at full Growth, a Latitudinarian -in Principle, 
and by Conſequence an Atheiſt in Practice. Epicure was 
his Caſuiſt, and Hobbs his Divine. | 
Io your Arms, Gentlemen (bawls he) the Enemy has 
taken the Field, and advances to beat up our Quarters. 
Our Privileges gaſp, and our great Prerogative lies bleed- 


ing. Nothing but Reſolution can retrieve *em. 


The Company gaz'd at this unexpected Exordium. 
Some cry'd out Thieves, others a French Invaſion; but 
moſt concluded, the Monſieurs could ſcarce land without 
Veſlels ; unleſs they follow'd the Road of the Compoſtella 
Pilgrims, or preſt tome Teams of Domingo's Ganzes. But 
the Orator perceiving the Surprize, ſoon laid their Fright, 
and calm'd their Fear. - Gentlemen (continued he) our 
Enemies are domeſtick, not foreign; and they prepare 
Chains for our Conſciences, not for our Bodies. In a 
Word, they preach up Vertue, and cant down Pleaſure ; 
entail Heaven on the one, and-Hell on the other. | 

Yet, did they confine this Obligation of Self-denial to 


the Clergy, or the Sex, I would fit down, and only ſmile 


at the Impoſture. But alas! they even ſtrike at our un- 
queſtionable Prerogative, and bring Gentlemen within 


the Laſh of the Statute. We mult forſooth fling up our 


Claim to Heaven, unleſs we ſtarve in the Face of Plenty. 


We ſhall cry out in the next World for Water to cool our 


parch'd Tongues, if we bathe em with Burgundy in this. 
Theſe new-coin'd Tenets are ſet on Foot, and abetted 
in London, nay, in the very Sight of the Play-houſe and 
Tavern. | LO 

I met this Morning one Euſebius, the grand Patriarch 


of theſe dangerous Morals: His Perſon ſeems as out- 


landiſh as his Doctrine, and his Mind no lefs heterodox 


than his Principles; Heis a Compound of Jew and In- 
ndel, Phariſee on the one Side, and Stoick on the _ 
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His Gate is as grave as the old Duke of Alva's, and as 
ſtareh'd as that of his Majeſty of Pegu: But his Tongue 
rides Poſt, and is a kind of Motus perpetuus; and like 
old Diogenes, or Timon, is always upon the Satyr. In 
fine, I took the Man for Penance in Perſon, and Mor- 
tification in Querpo; for a meer Mummy pickled in 
Myrrh, and bak'd in Bitumen. Gentlemen, cries he, 
muſt low Appetite, baulk Senſe, and curb Nature: They 
muſt war upon the Fleſh, repreſs its Sallies, and diet 1t 
into Obedience : They muſt be humble in Grandeur, poor 
in Wealth, and meek in Spight of Provocation: They 
muſt melt down their Swords into Croſſes, and turn their 
fine Holland Shirts into Sackcloth. Is not this to lay; us 
on our Backs? To break down the Encloſure between 
Quality and Peaſantry, and to call in our Patents? Drud- 
gery is the Portion of Clowns, Pleaſure the Inheritance 
of Gentlemen: I could not indeed confute his Sophiſms 
with Reaſon, but will by Practice. And if L am not 
miſtaken, one Fact weighs more than a thouſand Spe- 
culations, Let us ſtrangle this new-born Brat in the Cra- 
dle. Principiis obſta is a nice Maxim: A Spark contemn'd 
breaks often into a Flame. New Errors are as highly re- 
ceiv'd into our Iſland as new Faſhions, and we are juſt as 
conſtant to our Principles as to our Amours. 

'The Harangue was receiv'd with Applauſe, and all vo- 
ted a Remedy. Some would filence Euſebius with a Ba- 
ſtinado, and others with Reaſon, They pitch'd upon the 
laſt Opinion as more civil, and leſs dangerous. 

An Interview is reſolv'd. But who will take up the 
Cudgels, and cloſe with the Enemy? Eleutherius found 
no Inclination to meaſure Weapons with a victorious Foe. 
The firſt Engagement had cool'd his Appetite. © He had 
ſhot all his Ammunition, and like our German Allies, ex- 
pected a Bill of Exchange to furniſh his Magazine with 
new Proviſion. e 

The Expedition, ſays one of the Company, is of too 
great Conſequence to be committed to Eleutberius's Con- 
duct; he has been once fool'd, and a ſecond Attempt, ill 
manag'd, may give an entire Overthrow to our Caule. 
To be foiPd and foil'd, ſays another with a Smile, may 
paſs for ſynonymous in his Caſe ; the Senſe comes as near 
as the Letters, and the Signification of either may equally | 


be apply'd to him. 
H 4 Eleu- 


3 4 
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Eleutberius was ſurpriz'd at the Glance, and the Sar- 
caſm call'd for a Bluſh ; but Wine prevented the Con- 


fuſion; for it having taken Poſſeſſion of his Cheeks, they 
could admit no other Colour; tho' to ſpeak Truth, E- 
leutherius had a great Command over his Blood, and was 
within an Ace, as much Maſt& of his Face as of his Con- 


ſcience. N 


However, he proteſted againſt the Calumny, yet with 
too much Heat to be innocent; the Wine had warm'd 
his Courage, but this ſet it on Fire. The Conſult had 
ended in a civil War, had not one of the Company inter- 
pos'd, and kept the Peace between her Majeſty's Subjects. 
Nay, he undertook the Command of the Expedition: So 
that having provided for the Encounter, they reel'd to 
their Lodgings, tho' ſome took up in the Kennel. 


A : 9 9 * 


* 4 * *- 2 


DIALOGUE II. 
A Proſecntion of the ſame Subject. 


W HILST Eleatherins prepar'd againſt Euſebius on 
the one Side, his Lady (whom I call Emilia) muſter?d 
Troops on the other. Yeſterday's Diſcourſe lay hard on 
her Ladyſhip's Stomach. The Gentlewoman was down- 
right Crop- ſick, and nothing but Revenge was able to 
carry off the Humour. She had been ſo inur'd to Com- 
pliments, that ſhe could not digeſt Euſebiuss Freedom. 
Flattery had plac'd her among the Beauties, and Favour 
voted her a Wit. She was fond of the Promotion, and 


- 


by an innate Pride, common to the Sex, aſcribed the 


whole Preferment to Merit, and nothing to Courteſy. 
Now, this Lady, ſo gaudy in Conceit, could not endure 


to receive Reproof for Incenſe, nor unpalatable Truths 


for fawning Courtſhip. She dreaded a {incere Tongue 


no leſs than a true Glaſs, and would no more ſuffer her 


Conduct to be queſtioned than her Complexion. Euſe- 
ius indeed had handled her Ladyſhip without Ceremo- 
ny, but her Diſeaſe was mortal: Like an honeſt Sur- 

eon, he would not ſpare the Saw to flatter the Patient. 
. he ſtept not over the Rules of eee 
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kept within. the Bounds of Decency: But he could not 
applaud her Follies, nor canonize her Irregularities. She 
was wedded to the World. He told her ſhe embrac'd a 
Shadow, that once would betray her Hopes, and thwart 
her Expectation with Diſappointment: That ſhe might 
retrieve her Folly by a timely Divorce; but that dilatory _ 
Put-offs are generally follow'd by an untimely Repent- 
ance. Euſebius might have expected from her Court- 
Breeding, a civil Return for ſo charitable a Cavear. E- 
milia was in the wrong, but ſhe would not be ſet right. 
She poſted to Hell, yet would needs be told ſhe took the 
high Way to Heaven: And becauſe the good old Gen- 
tleman poſtponed her Favour to her Happineſs, and re- 
fuſed to purchaſe her bonnes Graces at the Expence of her 
Soul, ſhe flew into a Fury, and repaid his Charity with 
Satyr and Declamation. Nay, ſome affirm Paſſion had 
al moſt ſtopp'd Reſpiration, and that ſhe had certainly ex- 
pir'd of a Syncop, had ſhe not taken Coach, and thrown 
off the ſtifling Humour in the Boſoms ofa Female Functo, 
with whom ſhe paſs'd the Evening. | 
Emilia found the Ladies in a Commotion, their Con- 
verſation was clamorous, and too earneſt to be indiffe- 
rent. Indeed a kind of South-Eaſt Wind had ruffled their 
'Temper, and blown their Tongues into Diſorder. The 
French Packet-Boat brought over the Alarm, and Lucia 
(ſo I call the Lady) paid the Poſt a Shilling for the Mor- 
tification. To be ſhort, this Gentlewoman entertainꝰd 
an Envoy at the French Court to give Intelligence how 
Modes ebb'd and flow'd ; when they firſt appear d; when 
like to expire; which were more proper for forty, which 
for fixteen; which for a riſing, which for a ſetting Beau- 
ty. She received freſh Advice, that the French King had 
forbid the wearing of Gold Lace, and that all below a 
Counteſs lay under the Prohibition; that, he had clipp'd 
Commodes, and taken the Sex a Story lower; - that the 
Ducheſs of Burgundy immediately undreſs'd, and ap- 
pear'd in a Fontagne of the new Standard; that his Ma- 
jeſty had a Deſign againſt Top-knots; and had paſs'd in 
Council an Act againſt the Tranſportation of Waſhes and 
Pomatums. 
This unexpected Intelligence wrought like diaturbith 
cam Rhea, Paſſion fluſh'd in their Faces, and burſt out of 
their Mouths, The Grand Lewis was commanded jm 
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Bar, and pronounced guilty ofa high Miſdemeanour ; he 
was handled by this Female Bench as Cavalierly, as the 


Salamanca Doctor by Sir George Fefferies; and his exor- 


bitant Power receiv'd more Laſhes in an Hour, than at 
the Hague, or Vienna, in a T welve-month., 

The Sun, ſays one, in all his Voyages never ſaw a more 
imperious. Prince; he drives at univerſal Monarchy, his 
Deſires out-ſtretch his Dominions, nothing is able to 
glut his Ambition but the Slavery of Europe; he has be- 
fieged Towns theſe threeſcore Years, now he falls foul. 
upon. Faſhions, and hectors at the Toilet as he huffs in 
the Field. ; 

T his is, continued another, an Inroad upon our Privi- 
lege, and a manifeſt Invaſion of our Right; to model 
Drefles, is the chief Branch of our Prerogative ; nay, it's 
our proper Chattel; in a Word, it's an Employment en- 
tailed on our Sex. 1 | 

Indeed, I am told, ſays a third, French Laws reach 
not our land ; they are contraband here no leſs than 
their Wines: But tho? there be no Commerce of Trade, 
there is of Modes: We are always Freuch without, tho' 
ſeldom within; and though we hate their Soldiers, we 
dote on their Taylors and Sempſtreſſes. We ſhould there- 
fore ſee the Waiters, and ſeize on the reform'd Ware at 


the landing; nay, and indict the Seamen upon the Sta- 


tute of no Commerce with France. | 

Emilia expected a Qzeve with Impatience, and now 
ſhe thought to eaſe her Mind, and to lay open the Cauſe 
of her Chagrin to the Company, Alas! ſaid ſhe, our 
Privileges are not only rifled at Paris, they are clipp'd at 
London: I he diſtinguiſhing Marks of Birth and Title are 
defaced; and the Maid ſtands on the fame Level with my 
Lady: Then ſhe entertain'd the Club with the Dialogue 
between herſelf. and Euſebius, and follow'd the Text 
with an exaſperating Comment: Nay, ſhe miſrepre- 
ſented the Diſcourſe to fit it for Satyr, and foiſted in ſome 
grating Expreſſions to provoke Reſentment: "The Ha- 
rangue tired the Audience, and almoſt threw a Leaſh of 
Ladies into Fits. "They loft Patience, and even Breeding: 
Paſſion ſeiz d on Reaſon, and Revenge gave Liberty to 
the Tongue, When Spite and Impotence meet, no- 


thing is more clamorous and extravagant, 


But 
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But above all Emilia was remarkable: Nature had fa- 
your'd her with 2 voluble Tongue; and her mercurial 
Temper, heated with Revenge, improv'd its Motion to 
Admiration : So that it run at the Rate of ten Miles an 
Hour, and laſh'd Euſebius without Mercy or Interrupti- 
on. They leave Monſieur at Ferſailles to chaſtiſe Euſe- 
bins at London: He was to be brought upon his Knees 
firſt, and then to do Penance before the Congregation: 
But theſe ſevere Reſolutions were the Effect of the firſt 
Heat, Time cool'd their Fury, and wrought them into 
Terms of a more reaſonable Satisfaction. "Fhey thought 
therefore fit to compound with the Gentleman upon theſe 
Articles. 1. That he crav'd Pardon of the Ladies for af- 
fronting their Character in the Perſon of Emilia. 2. That 
he acknowledged the Doctrine he had advanc'd was hete- 
rodox; rather ſpoken out of Inadyertence than Malice, 
and-more to carry on Diſcourſe, than to impoſe an Ob- 
ligation. 3. That theſe Words of our Saviour, be perfect, 
rather intimate a Counſel than a Command: And that 
they concern neither the Dutcheſs, Counteſs, nor Gen- 
tlewoman. 4. That the foreſaid Perſons are exempt from 
the Cumbrances of the Goſpel, and lie under no Law but 
of their Pleaſure. Emilia and Lucia drew up theſe Con- 
ditions, and were deputed by the Juncto to preſent them 
to Euſebius. In the mean Lime the good Man went to 
Bed, never dreaming of their Deſigns ; and ignorant of 
the Work theſe two Cabals had cut him out for the next 
Day's Employment. 5 


* ** 


2 * 


DIALOGUE uk 
Enuſebius Jays open the irregular Conduct of Ladies. 
3 and Lucia drove away betimes the next Mor- 


ning to Eaſebiuls Lodging. They generoully for once 


broke their Sleep to execute their Commiſſion; and ex- 
pos'd their Health to the Morning Vapours for the com- 
mon Concern of the Sex. Euſebius ſtarted at the Earli- 
neſs of the Viſit, and began to ſuſpect this unuſual Ap- 
pearance, like monſtrous Births, portended a Turn of 
State; or threatning Inundation, or Earthquakes: To 
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riſe by Candle-light, and to ſet out before the Sun, is not 
only a Breach of Cuſtom, but a Violation of the Cere- 
monial of Ladies; univerfally they muſt not begin their 
Journies till Ph&bas has almoſt ended his, nor lay down 
to fleep till he prepares to riſe. However, Euſebius re- 
membred his Duty in the Height of his Surprize, and re- 
ceived the Deputies with a Reſpect. He would fain have 
regaled them with a Diſh of Chocolate, but. they refu- 


ſed the Offer: For indeed, they had already, by Way of 


Precaution, armed themſelves againſt the Serena with a 
e | | 
Emilia open'd her Commiſſion, and read her Creden- 
tials; then, I am ſent, faid ſhe, by a ſelect Committee 
of Ladies to require Satisfaction. You are, Sir, I pre- 
ſume, continued ſhe, too guilty to deny the Charge, and 
too much a Gentleman not to ask our Pardon. : 
Euſebius could ſcarce keep Countenance at this unex- 
pected Harangue ; and indeed, had not her Ladyſhip wept 
like April, he might have turn'd the Scene into Farce and 
Comedy. Indeed ſhe wept ſo heartily, one would have 
thought her favourite Lap-dog lay gaſping, or that ſome 
American Planter had kidnapp'd the little Animal, to 


tranſplant the Species into Virginia. It was not Repen- 


tance for her Sins melted her Heart, and drew down theſe 


entiful Showers: No, no, Vexation alone open'd the 
pe | 


Flood-gates of her Eyes, and caſt her into this whimper- 
ing Diſtemper. Euſebius, as I ſaid, had catechiſed her 
Ladyſhip, and ſhe took his Freedom in Dudgeon : She 
miſtook his Charity for Diſreſpect, and thought herſelf 
affronted, becauſe he paid leſs Reſpect to her Follies, than 
to her Perſon; for great Ladies expect Flattery even for 
thoſe Extravagancies for which they are in Danger of ſuf- 
fering Fire and Brimſtone hereafter. Now the very Sight 
of Euſebius boiPd up her Reſ-ntment to the Brim, and 
becauſe it found not an eaſy Iſſue through the Tongue, it 

broke a Paſſage through the Eyes. TT. 
Euſebius ſeeing Emilia in this Situation, thought open 
Raillery unſeaſonable, and yet he could not reſolve to be 
ſerious. He took therefore a Mean, and between Ear- 
neſt and Jeſt; you are, Madam, I perceive, ſaid he, a 
publick Miniſter, and this Lady is your Adjoint. Why 
was not I advertis'd of your coming; I might have pre- 
par'd the Sopha, or borrow'd her Majeſty's Coaches to 
| | ; con- 
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conduct you to Audience. But ſeeing you ate pleas d to 
appear Incognito, let my Ignorance apologize for this poor 
Reception. 

You tell me, I am guilty of Leze Majeſty againſt La- 
digs ; certainly a crime of ſo monſtrous a Size would fly 
in my Face, unleſs my Memory were ſhort, or my Con- 
ſcience harden'd. Yet though Age hath not wore out 
the one, nor my Morals ſeered the other, I am not con- 
ſcious of the Treſpaſs. No, I reſpect their Quality, and 
have a regard for-their Perſons, when attended by Merit, 
and waited on by Vertue; but when I find no Fund of 
Excellency, but the Feminine Gender; a dignified Hus- 
band, or a gaudy Manteau, I reſerve my Eſteem for 
- more deſerving Objects. | 

Luc. How, Sir! Have you the Confidence to plead not 

ilty before Emilia? Refreſh your Memory, caſt a Re- 

ection upon Yeſterday's Converſation! Was it genteel ? 
Was it managed by the ſtrict Rules of Decoram? You 
forgot her Station and your own, | 

Euſet. You muſt not wonder, Madam, if I deny the 
Indictment; the Law allows it to Criminals, it's the Style 
of the Court. Now, I ſuppoſe, you willnot refuſe me the 
Privilege of the Bar. But however, I had T confeſs: the 
Honour to argue a Point with Emilia, and the Misfor- 
tune to diſpleaſe her. Yet the Offence was meerly per- 
ſonal. it reach'd not the Court, much leſs the whole Sex. 
I preſume every Woman is not Legion. And that Affronts, 
like Diſeaſes, are not propagated by Sympathy. 

Lac. You ſtruck and wounded the whole Sex through 
Emilia*s Side. Did you not preach up Vertue, not only 
as an Ornament to Quality, but as a ſtrict Obligation? 
Did you not lampoon our Condud and expoſe our Be- 
haviour? | E 

Euſeb. I told Emilia Vertue was her Duty, and I have 
Scripture for my Warrant. Pray fly in the Face of the 
Holy Glioſt, and bring in an Action of Scandalum mag- 
natum againſt our blefled Saviour. He pinches, I aſſure 

ou, upon Grandeur and Title, and values more a Dairy- 
aid with Vertue, than a Princeſs without it. I ventu- 
red alſo to compare the Practice of Ladies with their 
Duty ; and after a ſerious Application, I found the one 
bore no Proportion with the other. They jar like Con- 
traries, and can no more be reconcil'd than Contradicto- 
Ct TICS» 
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ries. If J arraign the Expreſſes of ſome, *twas only to 
reform them. Charity guided my Tongue, not Satyr. In 
fine, I endeavour'd to correct their Failings, without out- 
raging their Perſons, or inſulting their Quality. Now, 
pray Ladies, Where is the Harm? Is it not true, That 
God created the World for Man, and Man for himſelf? 
And are not Ladies comprehended in this general End of 
the Creation? Will they reſign all Claim to Heaven? 
Or ſhake off the Yoke of Dependance? Are they not 
therefore oblig'd to ſerve God, both out of Intereſt and 
Duty ? Is not this the fundamental Stone of our Religi- 
on? The capital Maxim of the Goſpel? The whole Load 
of Chriſtian Promiſes and Precepts lean on this Baſis. And 
as God has obſerved no Mean in his Favouts to us, ſo he 
has put no Bounds to our Obligation. Love zhe Lord thy 
God with all thy Heart. This is Scripture, Ladies: It's 
not only God's Word, but his Command; and I find no 
where that the topping Females lie without the Pale of 
the Precept: But perhaps you are better read in Shakeſpear 
than Revelation. 0 | | 
Luc. God be thank'd, Sir, we know the Catechiſm. 
Do you ſuppoſe we receiv'd our Education in the Wilds 
of America ? 1 
Euſeb. I queſtion not your Knowledge: It's hard to 
overlook a Truth God has ſtamp'd within us. That we 
were made to ſerve God is the firſt Leſſon we learn: But 
by Misfortune, we ſeldom look behind the Principle: We 
never take into Conſideration the Conſequences: For if it 
be true you were meerly created for his Service and Glo- 
ry, every Action that warps from this Point is excentrical 
and irregular: It's a Violation of your Duty, and carries 
you from the End of your Creation. Be pleas'd to ſurvey 
your Thoughts and Deſires; calculate your Words and 
Actions; and then tell me, Whether they hanker'd not 
mote after your Satisfaction than God's Service? Whe⸗ 
ther they aim'd not more at the obliging of Senſe, than 
at the Diſcharge of your Duty? And yet you believe you 
were placed in this World to fave your Soul: That your 
only Buſineſs is to fave it: That though you gain the U- 
niverſe, you loſe all unleſs you fave it: Permit me to dis- 
believe you in this Particular, or to conclude your Rea» 
ſon to be diſorder'd. 8 e 


Emil. 


F 
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Emil. Take your Choice, Judgments work no Altera- 
tion in this: Vou will ſcarce think us out of Chriſtianity, 
nor judge us into Bethlem: But pray, What unfortunate 
Conſtellation reign'd at our Births? What fatal Influ- 
ence dubb'd us Fools or Infidels? The Dilemma is un- 
kind: I might add, ungenteel. Infidelity in a reform'd 
Nation has ſomething of the Monſter: And Folly every 
where much of the Beaſt. Does our Diſcourſe betray 
any Diſtemper of the Head: Or our Practice any Symp- 
toms of a depraved Will ? : a 

Euſeb. Should you fee a Man, whilſt his Eſtate lay 
gaſping. ſaunter from the Play-houſe to the Tavern; 
ſleep till Ten in the Morning, and revel till Twelve at 
Night; baſtinado his Lawyers, and challenge his Judge 
to a Duel; would you not conclude this Gentleman va- 
lu'd Indigence above an Eſtate? That he was fond of 
Poverty? Or compleatly rigged out for a Journey to 
Morefields? 5 | 

Emil. We ſhould queſtionleſs infer, he had a Mind to 
disburthen himſelf of the Incumbrance of Lands ; and 
to try the Charity of the Congregation. But pray parallel 
not our Behaviour to this Coxcomb's Extravagance. 

Euſeb. By no means; for how can I compare Things 
that have no Proportion, or Analogy ? This Coxcomb's 
Folly can only throw him into Poverty, and thoſe trou- 
bleſome Sequels that wait on Indigence, light Dinners, 
and foul Linen: And yet, this Misfortune may by Care 
and Induſtry be retrieved, and muſt end. But Ladies 
mult expect more diſmal Conſequences of their Negli- 
gence : But Heaven loſt is never found, and Hell Flames 
once lighted, are never extinguiſhed. _ Fe 

Luc. Nay, now we are fallen on the 'T opick of Eter- 
nity, we ſhall never end. You arechopp'd upon the Text 
of Pedants, upon the common' Theme of Cant. -You 


intend to fright us into Bigotry, and to ſcare us inte Sla- 


very. We know God has prepar'd a Heaven for hisFriends, 
and a Hell for his Enemies, and that both are everlaſting; 
but we know alſo whilſt we do no Harm, we incur no 
Guilt, and by Conſequence no Puniſhment. - £ 
Euſeb. Hell indeed is a very common Place, the Road 
to it is plain, and always crouded, fo that it's well Peo- 
pled: Nay, and the Citizens, like thoſe of old Rome, are 
in great part Lords, Knights and Ladies; and the Pri- 
e | vilege 
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vilege of the Corporation runs for Eternity. You are 
acquainted, you tell me, with this Truth: However, I 


-take the Freedom to rub up your Memory, and I think 


a Touch of it fometimes, tho” it be only in Glance and 
Cypher, is ſeaſonable: For, I confeſs, a Doubt has hung 
cruelly in my Head, whether the Knowledge of our Firſt- 
rate Mortals, of both Sexes, reach'd the Centre? I have 
fpent ſome Reflections upon their Conduct, and find Hell 
in their Practice, but not in their Belief. I have compa- 
red with Grief, Pagan Rome with Chriſtian London, and 
read in the Practice of this, the Infidelity of the other. 
'Their Actions are ſo uniform, one muſt conclude their 
Expectations are the ſame; and that our Exgliſß Hopes 
and Fears are confined wholly to the preſent, as well as 


the Romans. For, in fine, theſe Pagan Ladies were litter'd 


to Campus Martius, ours are coach'd to Hyde-Park ; if 
they ſheer'd off to the Theatre, ours drive home by the 


Play- bouſe; they had their Balls, we are not behind- 


hand in this Diverſion. The Roman Ladies hung Pro- 
vinces in their Ears, and carry'd the Price of Kingdoms on 


their Backs, and their Vanity ſwell'd to that Exceſs, that 7 | 


nothing but a Decree of the Senate, was able to put. 


Bounds to its Extravagance. Indeed our Banks are leſs 


furniſh'd than thoſe of Rome; and ſo our Engliſb Vices 
muſt be content with leſs Equipage : We are not attend- 
ed by a Train of Slaves, nor carried on the Shoulders of 
Gauls, or Germans; our Pendants and Necklaces may 
want ſome Carats of the antient Bravery, but generally 


they weigh more than our Lands, and Lordſhips ; they 


eat up our Glebe, and prey upon our very Titles. So that 
tho” our Vanity has les Pomp and State, it's attended by 


more Folly. | | | Ts 
I confeſs Venus and Cupid have no Altars in our Chur- 


ches, yet, tho” they are clear of Idols, Idolatry goes on: 


Like Michas we worſhip theſe little Proſtitutes at Home 
with Epods and Theraphim, and turn the whole Year into 
Pandar, Altars in our Hearts, out of the Reach of Parli- 
amentor Church-wardens ; and ſacrifice, not Doves, but 
all our Thoughts, Deſires, and Actions, to thoſe lewd 
Divinities. For pray conſider, do not Love Intrigues take 
up the 'Time of Chriſtians, as well as of the old Pagans ? 
And are they not carried on with as much Heat and Ce- 

| remony - 
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remony at London as at Rome? Can Hiſtory inſtance one 


Fact of Incontinence that we have not 


adopted by Pra- 


tice? Nay, the Copies we draw out- do the Originals; 
and we bluſh as little at thoſe Crimes our Religion con- 
demns to Fire and Brimſtone, as the Pagans at thoſe I- 


dolatry placed in Heaven. 


Now, who can draw any other Concluſion from ſuch 
a Reſemblance of Practice, but a Reſemblance of Be- 
lief? And that England, tho' Chriſtian without, is no 
les Pagan within than America? For what is the Diffe- 
rence, but that our Name is better, and our Vices worſe. 
I have heard that a Faponeſe, by the Inſtruction of a 
Divine, conceived a high Idea of the Chriſtian Religion; 
but all the Rhetorick of the Preacher was unable to bring 
him over till he had taken a Journey into Europe. With 
the firſt fair Wind he ſet Sail for Goa, he doubles the 
Cape of Good Hope, and lands at Lisbon; he travels 
over Europe; he examines the Behaviour and Employ- 
ments of Chriſtians, he compares their Lives with their 
Belief ; the Looſeneſs of their Actions with the Severity 
of their Precepts; and finding no Proportion between 
the Doctrine and the Practice, he concluded Chriſtianity 
was Mummery and Romance: That we did not believe 
in Europe, what we preach'd in India; and, in fine, that 
Chriſtianity was rather a Myſtery of Iniquity than of 
Godlineſs. For he could not conceive it poſſible for ſo 
many Millions to run counter to the Laws of their Pro- 
feſſion, and to combine to confute by an univerſal Pra- 
ctice all the Articles of their Creed. Can Men, ſaid 
he, who profeſs a Goſpel of Love and Amity, outrage 
their Brethren, and welter in the Blood of their neareſt 
Relations? Can Men who are bid to lay up all their 
Treaſure in Heaven, place their whole Concerns upon 
Earth? Can they take up here, as if they were never to 
remove, and ſettle with Satisfaction in the very Place of 
their Exile? Can Men believe Chriſt ſuffered for their 
Sins, and yet crucify him in their Oaths ? Or that God 
will avenge Crimes, and yet commit the blackeſt without 


ches leſs upon Appetite, than by way 
1 


Horror, or even Scruple? Can they believe Luſt is for- 
bid, and at the ſame time make it their Buſineſs to ex- 
cite Fleſh, and whip on the Paſſions to Exceſſes even be- 
yond their natural Inclination? To plunge into Debau- 


of Exploit aud 
Gallantry ? 
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Gallantry ? This poor Idolater could not conceive how 
the Conduct of Chriſtians could vary fo prodigiouſly from 
their Judgments: How their Eaw could teach Morality, 
and their Actions breathe Impiety. And ſo retuzn'd into 
his Country with this Perſuaſion, that our Religion was 
all Artifice, all criminal, or all Chriſtians Infidels. 
Emil. Well, ſcolding is a Song of two Parts; if you 
take one, I may be temped to take the other. Provi- 
dence ſpoil'd a good Surgeon to make an ill Gentleman. 
Your Genius lies ſo to Diffection, I believe you take as 
much Fleaturein the cutting up of a Fault, or in reading 
upon the Sores of your Neighbour, as a Doctor of the 
College in the anatomizing of a Malefactor taken from 
the Gibbet. Take your way, lampoon the whole Race 
of Chriſti:ns, and make a Satyr upon the Natior. You 
have aſſumed the Office of Cenſor-General, and what 
will you gain but Enemies and Reproof ? 

Luc. His Invective, Madam, reaches not us, we do 
no Harm; our Conduct is innocent, and our Behaviour 
belies not our Profeffion. | 85 

Euſeb. Jam not diſpoſed to libel Ladies, nor to bur- 
jeſque Mankind. But I am concern'd in earneſt, to ſee 
People in ſpight of all Sollicitation to be happy, run head- 
long, like crown'd Victims, to their Ruin. To ſee Chri- 

ſtians claim a Right to the vaſt Promiſes of our Redee m- 
er, and at the ſame time to break thro' all the Princi- 
ples that ſupport the Title. You fix your Security upon 
this wretched Maxim, I di no Harm. Suppoſe it true; 
Will this enſure your Happineſs? 
- You have certainly conſider'd, Matt. xxv. You have 
read the Parable of a Maſter, who call'd his Servant to 
Account for a Talent. Be pleaſed upon my Recommen- 
dation to turn once more to the Place: It ſeems deſign'd 
for your Inſtruction ; weigh the Drift, and ſtop at every 
Circumſtance, This Man deliver'd his Servant a Talent 
with a Command to lay it out at Intereſt : But reflecting 
on the one hide perchance that the Bank was ſunk, and 
the Security queſtionable; and on the other that his Ma- 
ſter was ſevere and exacting, he thought it a piece of Po- 
-licy to ſecure the Capital ; and reſtor'd it immediately at 
his Return. But the Maſter treats the Man with Heat 
and Outrage. Il and idle Servant, He receives the 
Talent with Indignation, he coops him up in Jayl; Bras 
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then condemns him to weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth, 
Now this poor Wretch was neither "Thief nor Murder- 
er; he neither waſted his Lord's Goods, nor alienated 
em. It's true, he laid not out the Money to Intereſt ; 
but he ſecur'd the Principal: And if he did no Good, he 
was charg'd with no Harm. Notwithſtanding this Plea 
brought him not off; he was found guilty of Negli- 
gence and Idleneſs, and received both Sentence and Pu- 
niſhment. | 5 

So that, Ladies, the very Ground of your Security was 
the Cauſe of his Damnation. He was unprofitable, but 
not wicked; he encreas'd not his Maſter's Stock, nor did 
he embezzle it. Vou pretend you do no Harm, but 
confeſs you do no Good ; you do not ſerve God, and will 
not offend him. If this Pretence did not protect the Stew- 
ard, nor ſtave off the Sentence, why ſhall it plead harder 
for you ; unleſs perchance the Female Sex has Right 
to more Indulgence than the Male; or that God will 
have regard to Quality ; or that the Court hes out of the 
Verge of his Juriſdiction? _ "ER X 

But in good earneſt, Ladies, Do yon no Harm? Is it 
not Harm to wander from the Cradle to the Coffin in a 
Labyrinth of Amuſements, either vain or childiſh? Is it 
no Harm to tire your ſelf upon the Concerns of this World, 
without ſpending one Thought upon the Affairs of the 
other? Is it zo Harm to play the Prodigals, to laviſh 
thoſe preciou Moments of Time that compoſe your Lives 
upon Balls, Masks, and Dreſſing? Perchance Education 
has given you falſe Notions of Time; you are ignorant 
of its Value ; you are perchance apter to look upon it as 
a Burthen, thana Favour, as a Drug that lies upon your 
Hands, than a Treaſure. Suffer me to diſabuſe you. 

Nothing is more valuable, nothing more precious than 

ime, every Moment is worth an Eternity ; the Bliſs of 
the Saints is but the Reward of Time well husbanded ; 

and the Torments of the Damned are the diſmal Effect 
of Time miſuſed. Do you comprehend. the value © 
Grace, or of the beatifical Viſion ? This Grace, this bea- 
tifical Viſion are the Price of Time. The damned Souls 
can never ſoften God's Juſtice ; tho they weep eternally z 
tho! they groan eternally under the Weight of his Seve- 
rity ; and yet in one amen of Time aſſiſted by his 
Grace we may cancel W flaming Sins, We may re- 
2 new 
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new our Claim to Heaven, and return to his Favour. 


Happineſs therefore and Miſery, and both eternal, de- 
pend on Time. Yet you do zo Harm when you miſpend 


it, nay, when you labour more to miſapply it, than God 


requires to manage it to Advantage. 

How many W retches ſulter in Flames without Pity, or 
Interruption? And yet they burn for the very Principle 
you maintain, that it's 20 Harm to trifle away Time. 
But, Ladies, Flames have reſtored *em to their Wits, and 


brought them to a juſt Acknowledgment of their Error: 
They deplore their Miſtake with fruitleſs Tears, and 


draw from their late Repentance no lenitive but Deſpair. 
They cry louder for Time, than the unhappy Dives for 
Water, and prize a Moment above the Waves of the 
Ocean. Would God expoſe Time to ſale, the Number 
of Chapmen would equal that of the Reprobates. How 
many Empires would Alexander, Caſar, and Meſſaline 
give up for one Hour? But, alas, ten thouſand Worlds 
will not purchaſe a ſingle Moment. Is it then 20 Harm 
to ſaunter away our Lives, and like Children, duck and 
drake away a T reafure able to buy Paradiſe? In fine, La- 
dics, our Death-bed Wiſhes that ſue with ſuch an Energy 
for a Moment's Reprieve demonſtrate Time has a real 
Value: For why ſhould it appear fo defirable, when the 
moſt gaudy Vanities of the World raiſe Contempt. 
Emil. So, Euſebius has pronounced our Dooms ; we 
are already damned in Effigy, nay, and all Mankind in 
Emblem and Hieroglyphick. Are you not afraid, Sir, of 
being torn to Pieces by the Street Infantry? Do you feel 
no Pangs of Compunction for ſuch Anti-chriſtian Aſſer- 
tions? I could no more ſleep with ſuch a weighty Sin up- 
on my Conſcience, than I could breathe fifty Fathom 
under Water, What, nothing but Hell and Damnation 
for poor Mortals after a plentiful Redemption? But I 
ſuppoſe you ſtand off in Generals, and comprehend us 


not in your Sentence; for, I thank God, I always have 


an Eye on the main Chance; I am at Peace within, and 
take Account of my Time. | 
Euſeb. Miſtake me not, Judicature is the Flower of 
God's Prerogative, he alone crowns the Vertue of the 
Righteous, and puniſhes the Crimes of the Ungodly. I 
have not ſurvey'd the Region of Darkneſs, nor perus'd 


the Regiſter of Luciſer, ſo that I am ignorant of the 
| Number 
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Number of the unfortunate, and unacquainted with their 
Perſons; yet certainly if Scripture be the Rule of Good 
and Evil, if it points at the Road that leads to Death, 
without ſtraining the Law of Os I may pronounce 
the greateſt part of our Beaus and Bells are in a fair way 
to Damnation. For who ſteers by that Compaſs? Who 
ſollows that Guide? Nay, in Defiance of Self-Intereſt, 
Revelation and Reaſon too, we cut upon all the Maxims 
of the Goſpel, as if it were to be underſtood backwards, 
and that Vice ſtood for Vertue, Vertue for Vice, and 
Hell for Heaven. But it ſeems your Club is not like o- 
ther People; your Conſciences are ſerene without Storm 
or Cloud, you enjoy within a ſweet Spring, a gentle 
Calm, as if the Halcyons had built their Neſts in your 
very Souls. You make not a falſe Step from January to 


December, every Thought is ſeraphick, every Motion 


more than Chriſtian, every Moment of time is managed 
with Thought and Conſideration. It's pity Canonizations 
are out of Faſhion in England, you might elſe ſtand fair 
for a place in the Calendar. But in good earneſt is your 
Conduct ſo irreproachable? Do you allow ſo much 
Time to God? So little to Vanity? Let us try, if you 
pleaſe, this Point by plain Fact: It deſerves Attention. 
Pray then, Ladies, what is the grand Occupation of the 


Day? Between eight and nine in comes my Lady's Wo- 


man, to range in Orderand Method all the little Trinkets 
of the Toilet. She chuckles together a whole Covy of 
Eflences and Perfumes, ſhe commands Combs to their 
Poſts, Pomatums to theirs, Waſhes alamode to theirs. 
Here is Contrivance in Folly, and Confuſion in Order. 
One would take a Dreſſing- room for a 'Toy-ſhop, or a 
Mercery of ſmall Ware. Nay, I have heard it compar'd 
to an Army in Array, for the little Knicknacks ſtand in a 
military Poſture ; ſome are divided into Battalions ; o- 
thers into Squadrons; ſome make up the left, ſome the 
right Wing ; and I have ſeen a Corps de reſerve upon 
a Side-board ready for ſudden Occaſions. A French 
Glaſs alamode commands in the Corps de bataille; at 
his Beck the Patch-boxes march, Powders and Eflences 
advance, Combs enter upon Duty ; and then on a ſud- 
den, halt, and now my Lady makes her intrads, and 


begins the great Work of the Day. She conſults her O- 
racle, the Glaſs, upon the State of the Health and Beauty; 


To What 
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What Change fince laſt Night, Time has wrought in 
her Complexion, whether it carries on its Approaches 
with Speed; or whether it draws near the Glacis, and 
when probably it may maſter the Out- wor =? 
And now her Ladyſhip brandiſhes the Combs, and the 
Powders raiſe Clouds in the Apartment. She trims up 
the Commoae, ſhe places it ten times, unplaces it as often 
without being ſo fortunate as to hit upon the critical 
Point. She models it to all Syſtems, but is pleas'd with 
none. For you muſt know, ſome Ladies fancy a vertical, 
others an horizontal Situation; others Dreſs by the Nor- 
thern Latitude, and others lower its Point to forty-five 
Degrees. At length ſhe comes to the Patches: Here is 
plea for Fancy, and room for Invention, no wonder 
then if the Operation takes up Time, and calls for Study 
and Reflection; it's hard to reſolve upon the Number, 
harder upon the Size, and much more eaſy to billet an 
Army, than to aſſign each Patch its proper Station. 
'_ _- "Twelve ſtrikes before her Cheeks are inlaid, and her Face 
be checker'd alamode. And when ſhe has baited the 
Chambermaid, and ſtroaked her Lap-dog, in comes Din- 
ner; down ſhe fits, not to eat, but to fret; one Diſh is too 
high-ſeaſon'd, another too low; this is too ſweet, that 
too four; the Pigeons are too lean, the Pullets too fat; 
ſince her Levee, ſhe only named God, when ſhe told the 
Cook, God ſend Meat, and the Devil ſends Cooks. Here 
is the great Concern of the Morning, this takes Madam's 
Thoughts, this runs away with her Care, and ſweeps a- 
Way with one half of the Day. Yet ſhe does wo Harm, 
ſhe is thrifty of Time, ſhe puts it to Account, theſe 
Hours, no doubt, are wiſely employ'd; they are laid out 
to Advantage, and will fructify to a Miracle. 
But now the Evening Employment calls upon her. She 
ſteps into the Coach, drives to the Exchange in the 
Strand; from thence to Cheapfide, and at her Return 
ſtrikes in at Pater- noſter Row. In one Place ſhe learns new 
Faſhions, here ſhe cheapens Silks, there China Diſhes, 
here Perfumes, there Pomatums. She coaches the Ware, 
and leaves a Billet for the Reck'ning. Being cleared of 


Buſineſs, ſhe's fit for Diverſion. She poſts therefore tothe "" 
Park, where ſhe ſuppoſes every one admires her. Some 7 
Indeed are ſmitten with her Drapery, whilſt others pity 
her Folly ; but all agree, her Vanity outweighs her Judg- 1 
bed | ment, 1 
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ment, that ſhe is richer without than within, and that her 
Wit ſparkles leſs than her glorious Equipage. She makes 
the Round, enquires who is come to Town : Who has 
ſlipp'd aſide into the Country; Who is lately married; 
who lies in; and having diſcharged her Commiſſion, 
and delivered her Errand, ſhe rowls Home by the Play- 
houſe ; unleſs a Ball or a ſecret Aſſignation dehire her Pre- 
ſence. This is a Lady's Life in Epitome, her Employ- 
ment in Short-hand. One Day's Work is the Copy of an- 
other, and one Year ſhews the Practice of forty. | 
And now, Ladies, which Action of the Day bids fair for 
Heaven? which calms your Conſcience, and puts you out 
of Apprehenſion of a final Miſcarriage? which diſtin- 
guiſhes the Chriſtian from the Pagan? The Heir of Para- 
diſe from the Child of Lucifer? I fancy the Chineſe 
Dames, who are Strangers to the Joys and Terrors of 
the other World, take the Scheme of their Lives from 
the Plan of yours. They work by your Sample, and 
copy the tr pie Original, They while away their 
time upon T rifles ; they dreſs and undreſs as you do; they 
idolize a little Body, that onee muſt fall in the Grave, 
and repair with Artifice the Ravage of the Age; they 
ſteer by the Impulſe of Senſe, and follow the Current of 
Inclination. Eaſe is the Object of their Wiſhes, and 
Vertue of their Averſion. If the Lives of Infidels and 
Chriſtians carry ſuch a Reſemblance, I fear their Ends 
will bear the ſame Proportion; for how can they march 
on the ſame Road, and not arrive at the ſame Term ? 
Luc. Here is a Libel upon the Sex, and the Character 
is obliging; but the Picture is taken from Imagination, 
not from Life. It's a Daſh at Random; an Eſſay of Wit 
to ſport the Faculty, and to breathe the Spleen. I per- 
eive you ſeldom frequent the Church; for did you 
vouchſafe to make an Appearance there on the Lord's 
Day, you would ſee the Ladies in the Pews, as well as. 
in the Park, or in the Boxes, | . 
Euſeb. I beg your Pardon, I had almoſt forgot the 
Sabbath Occupation. Szzaay is a Day of Reft, and ſo 
Ladies ſtand religiouſly to its Primitive Inſtitution, i. e. 
they conſecrate it to Sleep and Repoſe; it's a Day of 
Vacation too, and by Conſequence the moſt proper Sea- 
ſon for Phyſick. I knew a Lady fick of a chronical Di- 
Kemper, that puzzled the Doctor, and threw the Apothe- 
I 4 carv 
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cary into Fits of Amazement. Its Symptoms were extra- 
ordinary, and its Accidents without Preſident ; ſhe was 
in a perfect State of Health and Vigour all the Week, 
and always diſcompos'd on the Lord's Day ; nay, I was 
inſorm'd ſhe diſcern'd by the Beat of the Pulſe, a Feaſt 


from a Feria, without the Help of poor Robin. But pray, 


Madam, what Motive leads you to Church? Sometimes 
you appear to teach, ſometimes to learn new Faſhions ; 
perchance alſo you have fail'd in the return of a Viſit, 
and nothing but an Apology in a holy Place can atone 
for the Breach of a Ceremony ſo ſacred. I take it for 
granted you diſclaim the Quality of a Suppliant ; why 
elſe do you diſdain the Poſture ? Kneeling is indeed im- 
proper, I mean impertinent, for thoſe who have no In- 
Clination to pray : Nay, I ſuſpect, without the Conſent 
of Queen and Parliament, you have enacted to your 
ſelves the prophane Part of Darias's Law, of making no 
Petition 10 God. | 

Lell me ingenuouſly, do you not enter into the Church 
as Caligala did into the Temple, not to pray, but to re- 
ceive Homage ? Do you not fancy a Place on the Altar 
becomes your Ladyſhips better than Silver Candleſticks 
or Baſons? I grant upon Occafions the Fame of a cele- 
brated Preacher may decoy you into the Sanctuary, and 


ſo Curiofity ſubdues Sloth, and one Vice makes room 


for another; but then his Rhetorick runs away with 
your Attention, not his Morality ; you hearken to criti- 
Ciſe or applaud, not to learn. In fine, you flock to the 
Pulpit as the Romans did to their Roſtra, to hear Ora- 


tory, and to ſee Declamation, and thus you coach back 


to your Lodgings. All theſe Sins you carry'd to the Ser- 
mon, beſides a ſufficient Cargo you overtook in the 
Streets, or pick'd up in the Congregation. oY 
And as in the Morning you fat down to laugh and chat 
with your Pew-fellows ; ſo after Dinner with the Hea- 
theniſh Jews, you riſe to Play, the Table-cloth is removed 
to make Place for the Cards. Did Gaming keep within 
the Pale of a meer Recreation, perchance a Set after the 
Evening Service might be tolerated. But, alas! Liberti- 
niſm and Avarice have given it the Freedom of the City ; 
it's erected into a Company as well as the Society of Tay- 
lors and Haberdaſhers. Ina Word, tis become a Calling; 
nay, a laborious and ſervile one too. Ladies toil and 
1 | ” drudge 
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drudge at it Day and Night, they give up their Privilege 
to that Remiſſion. Laws, both human and divine, have 
provided for the baſeſt Mechanicks: The very Sabbath 
is no Day of Reſt and Relaxation to them; this Trade 
goes on, when all other Shops are ſhut, and, to confute 
the common Excuſe, we do zo Harm, ſometimes at one 
ſitting a Child's Portion is truck'd for a ſwing on the 
Rack, which Lunaticks are pleas'd to call Diverſion. 

Luc. Well, and where is the Harm in all this? 

Euſeb. Nay, Madam, if this Failure be little in your 
Opinion, I fear your Conſcience will appear leſs. What 
Harm to prophane the Church and the Sabbath too? 
Why, it's a Complication of Sacrilege and Inſult ; and 
do theſe Crimes ſtand for Cyphers in your Caſuiſtry? They 
ſtrike directly at your Maker, and almoſt imply Atheiſm 
by Illation; they wound your Neighbour alſo by Re- 
flexion, and claſh with Juſtice and Nature, For is not 
Juſtice violated, and Nature outraged, when you card 
or dice away a Labourer's Salary, or a Child's Portion? 
unleſs perchance our Eg/ifh Proverb, zhe better Day the 
better Deed, ſanctifies the Action. Well, I perceive the 
Sex is impeccable, unleſs it vaults over the two Tables 
of the Decalogue together, or ſwallows Sins like Car- 
roway-Comfits, by the Dozen. 

The Ladies fate all this while upon the Tenters, and 
receiv'd the Mercurial, as they ſwallow Pills, with wry 
Faces in Abundance ; they broke off the Homily a hun- 
dred times, and as often ſprinkled the Diſcourſe with Ex- 
poſtulation, their Paſſion flow'd too faſt to be pent in; 
they were neither able to keep Silence, nor to ſpeak to the 
Purpoſe ; and Anger that 1Joos'd their Tongue, fettered 
their Reaſon. But Exſebias endeavoured to ſooth em 
into ſome Terms of Moderation; he defir'd their Atten- 
tion for a Moment, with Aſſurance they ſhould have time 
to interpoſe: He proteſted that he intended Inſtruction, 
not Satyr, that he honoured the Sex, but fawn'd not on 
its Vices. But the Comment upon their Sunday Behavi- 


our ſpoil'd all, he might as well have reaſon'd down a 


Hurricane, or argued the cholerick Ocean into a Calm, 
as complement theſe Females into Silence. Their Re- 
ſentment had taken Fire, and all their Paſhon boil'd over 
with Noiſe and Tumult. In fine, Impatience ſtept into 
the Coach-box, and drove their Ladyſhips beyond the 

a Bounds 
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Bounds of Decency. Euſebius had read that Non: reſiſt- 
ance tames Fury, whilſt Oppolition made it; that, like 
capricious Horſes, it runs fatter when you draw in, than 


when you loole the Reins: He therefore gave Way to 
their Sallies, and receiv'd ſome Diſcharges of Chaſe- 


Shot. At length the Humour was drain'd, and the Tem- 
peſt ended in Serenity. And, as Topers drink themſelves 
ſober, ſo theſe Ladies talked away Impatience, and vex'd 
themſelves into a good Humour. : 
The Storm being over, Ladies, continued Exſebias, 
Can ſuch a Conduct ſtand with the Belief of an Eterni- 
ty? Can Women throw Time away with ſo little Cau- 
tion, who are perſuaded their All depends upon the Ma- 
nagement of it? Can they put any Streſs upon the Ex- 
pectation of future Happineſs, who perch with ſo much 
Eagerneſs upon preſent Satisfactions? You would do 
well, to face your Practice with your Profeſſion ; to ba- 
lance what you receive in Hand, with what you expect 
in Reverhon; to run up to your Baptiſm, and recollect 
our firſt Engagement; for the World is a bewitching 
hing, and without Care it will bubble us, and put upon 
us with T rifles, and when once it has got the Aſcendant, 
*twill foment Ignorance for an Excuſe of Liberty; *twill 
bribe a Man's Conſcience, and Szbpwena Reaſon againſt 
himſelf: For certainly its Promiſes charm Senſe, and a 


preſent Poſſeſſion tranſports Nature; but you ſhould re- 


member that Ratsbane is made with Sugar, and that the 
moſt ſweet Poiſon is generally the moſt ſwift and mortal. 
Let therefore Health take Place of Pleaſure, and ſcorn to 
die of the childiſh Diſeaſe of Liquoriſhnels. + 
Euſebius had continued, but Neue s Arrival put a 
Stop to his Diſcourſe He came to lead him to Theoma- 
chus, the Atheiſt, and was ſurprized to ſee his Friend in 
ſo extraordinary an Engagement. I am ſorry, ſaid he, 


to interrupt your Converſation, and muſt make a ſmall 


Apology for my Incivility. But indeed I had rather be 
guilty of the Breach of Behaviour, than of my Word. I 
promis'd laſt Night to conduct you to your Adverſary; 
the Time draws near, and he expects your Appearance. 
Euſeb. We Men of Arms are expos'd to Surprizes. 

fell this Morning into an unexpected Ambuſcade, and 
found my Quarters ſtorm'd, before I received any Intel- 
ligence of an Enemy. In a ſhort time I hope to diſen- 
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gage my ſelf, and to compoſe the Buſineſs a amiable, 
we mult ſue Theomachns for a Ceſſation of Arms till to 
Morrow; and then we'll open the Campaign. Neander 
ſent his Man with a Letter to Thedmachns, Who acqui- 
eſced to the Propoſal. 
In the mean Time, Emilia turning herſelf to Neander, 
ſpoke thus. Though I have not had the Honour of your 
Acquaintance, I am glad of your Arrival. Your Mein 
tells your Birth, and methinks I read good Nature in 
your Forehead. Euſebius has treſpaſs*d upon our Patience, 
he has handled Quality with the Rudeneſs of a Carman, 
and flouriſhed upon the Conduct of the Sex with Inde- 
cency of Application, and the utmoſt Strains of Clowne- 
ry. Nay, he throws us out of Senſe, and will not allow 
us any Tincture of Morality. Indeed his Civility and 
Tudgment are both of a Size : Providence ſeems to have 
ſent you to our Reſcue. 

Nean. Madam, Her Majeſty Has not honoured me 


with the Dignity of Knighthood, and ſo I lie under no 


particular Obligation to defend diftreſs'd Damſels. How- 
ever your Quality commands my Aſſiſtance, and your 


Beauty my Eſteem. 


The Compliment took to Admiration ; Joy poſted 
through every Joint, and charmed the Lady into a plea- 
ſing Humour. She who before ſpilt Gall and Vinegar, 
by a Adee Meta morphoſis became all Honey, all Su- 
gar. She had ſeen Forty, ſo that her Complexion was 
in its Wain, her Charms had ſtepp'd over the Meridian, 
and touch'd ſome Points of the Veſt: Yet ſhe buoy'd 
up the Decays of Nature by the Support of Art, and 
flung ſuch a comely Varniſh on theſe Breaches time had 
made, that like Zeuæxis ſhe miſtook: Life for Impoſture, 
the Effects of her Vanity for the Work of her Creator, 
and the Relicts of Age for Beauty. Nay, ſhe ventur'd 
once to confeſs in good Company, fifty Years weigh'd 
leſs on her Shoulders, than thirty on her Face, Yes, ſaid 
ſhe, whilſt my Cheeks wear June, let my Hair put on 
December. | 

A Compliment therefore ſo à propos, ſo agreeable to her 
Inclination, caft the Lady in a "Trance, and laid all Re- 
ſentment aſleep. She became leſs untractable and more 
docile, ſhe deſired to learn not to diſpute, but rather to 
amend her paſt Conduct than to defend it: In Effect ſhe 
heard Euſebius with Attention. This 
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This ſudden Change hath often made me conclude, 
that Lenitives are more proper for Women's Conſtitutions 
than Corroſives. They may be ſooth'd into their Duty, 
but not hectored. A kind Word is more perſuaſive with 
them, than a ſtrong Reaſon. | | 1 

After ſome Recollection Emilia return'd Neander a 
Complement for his; and forgot not to inſinuate the Va- 
lue ſhe put upon his Efteem. Then turning to Eaſebius, 
Sir, ſaid ſhe, I undertake not the Defence of Ladies: 
None are without their Failings, and ſome not without 
Crimes: And I confeſs that the Number of thoſe is leſs 
who live up to their Profeſſion, than of thoſe who diſho- 
nour it. Some ſquare their Conduct rather by the Goſ- 
pel of Senſe, than of St. Matthew: And others are better 
vers'd in the Art of dreſſing than of living well. But why 
muſt the General be laſh'd for the Faults of Particulars ? 
Let the Correction and the Diſorder go together, and 
let thoſe who carry off the Pleaſure of a bad Action feel 
the Puniſhment. Muſt Lucretia be hooted at for a Pro- 
ſtitute, becauſe Meſſaline caſt off Shame? Muſt Suſauna 
beat Hemp in the antient Palace of Br:dewell, becauſe 
Hellen left Menelaus for a Gallant? Or Judith ſtand for 
a Fury, becauſe Fezabel deſerved the Title? I hope MWeſt- 

minſter-Hall Juſtice is leſs partial than yours, and the Ar- 
reſts of our Judges better complexioned. We are all, 
as I have ſaid, liable to Miſcarriage; the beſt Princi- 
pled trip ſometimes : For Nature provoked by Senſe, and 
rouzed up by Temptation, is apt to rebel againſt Princi- 
ple. And then the odds are vaſt on Nature's Side. 
What Wonder if Ladies train'd up in the Art of Beha- 
viour overlook the Precepts of Morality, and perſuade 
People by their Practice they are better acquainted with 
the Civil Virtues of the Court, than the theological of 
the Goſpel. | 

Luc. Madam, theſe Satyrs rather flow from Paſſion 
than Judgment; and I always revenge my ſelf on ſuch 
Toys with Silence ; Contempt blunts the Edge of a keen 
Lampoon better than Reaſon, and no Reply diſappoints 

the Author, and throws him oft the Hinges. In a Word, 
Luſebius's Railing is no credible Qualification, it's a cer- 
tain Symptom of a deſperate Caute. For who flings Dirt 
that has another Weapon at Command ? 


Euſel. 
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Euſeb. God forbid I ſhould follow thoſe Sparks, who 
having been the Dupes of one Woman, impeach the whole 
Sex as Complices of their Diſappointment. No, no; if 
ſome Women deſerve Blame, others cannot be prais'd too 
much : Their Vertues are above Panegyrick, and their 
Merits above the Flight of Eloquence or Hyperbole. 

Who can read the Book of Judith without Admiration 
and Tranſport ? This great Lady ſeem'd to be fram'd a- 


bove the Spheres by the Hands of Angels. Valour e- 


qualled her Beauty, and Vertue topp'd both. She had 
nothing feminine but the Sex: Never was Grace better 
plac'd than on her Brow ; it flaſh'd a Mixture of Charms 


and Terror; ſhe darted Love, and commanded Re- 


ſpect: She attack'd a proud Conqueror at the Head of a 
victorious Army, and ſubdu'd his Heart with her Face, 


to take off his Head with his own Sword. In fine, this 


brave Amazon fill'd the Aſſyrian Camp with Confuſion, 
and Berhulia with Triumph. She ſtopt the Conqueſts of 
an ambitious Prince, and the ruin of an innocent City. 
What ſhall I ſay of the great St. Catharine, Wealth, 
Touth, and Beauty enter'd into a triple Alliance againſt 
her Vertue. Hell join'd Force, and Idolatry Cruelty to 
the Confederates. Yet ſhe defeated their Deſigns, and 
rais'd a Trophy to her Sex, and an eternal Monument to 
her Vertue upon their Ruin, for ſhe overcame the Vani- 


ty of Philoſophers with her Learning, the brutiſh Paſſion 


of an amorous Emperour with her Chaſtity, and the 
Rage of Hangmen with her Conſtancy. Flattery could 
not bend her Courage, nor Wheels break it: She liv'd a 
Chriſtian, and died a Martyr. | 
St. Ambroſe ſeems to have ſpent all his Rhetorick upon 
St. Agnes; yet his Words fall ſhort of her Actions; and 


this Child did more than Eloquence can expreſs. Her 


Piety was above Her Age, and her Vertue above Nature. 
T he Courage of this young Lady over-matched the Forti- 
tude of Alexander, and few Men at Threeſcore arriv'd 
at that Love of God ſhe breath'd at Thirteen. Her Bo- 
dy was too little to receive the Sword, though not to 
overcome it, and altho? ſhe was too young for Torments, 


ſhe was ripe for Victory. The Spectators trembled whilſt 


ſhe ſtood unconcern'd, and the Executioner that gave the 
Blow ſhew'd more Symptoms of Fear, than ſhe that re- 
ceiv'd it; In fine, ſhe fell in the Combat, and went off 
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with Victory: For as St. Cyprian notes, tho* Martyrs 
die, they are not overcome, and they are invincible be- 
caule they brave Death. Hinci non poſſunt, & mori poſ- 


- ſant, & hoc ipſo invicti ſunt, quia mori non timent. 


The wiſe Conduct of Clotilda drove Paganiſm out of 
France, and rais'd Churches to the true God on the Ruins 
of Polytheiſm. She ſoftened the Obſtinacy of her Hus- 
band by Inſtructions, and poliſhed the Ruffneſs of his war- 
like Vertues, with the Practice of Morality ; and at laft 
brought this great Prince from Paganiſm, and the whole 
Kingdom to Chriſtianity. Hermenegildes owes his Faith 
to the Piety of his dear Ingundes, for he had died Arian, 
if this orthodox Princeſs had not made him Catholick. 
In a Word, God ſeems to have train'd up Ladies for the 
Propagation of the Goſpel. A Martha and a Magdalen 
receiv*d our Saviour into their Houſe, before they let him 


into their Hearts; they refreſh'd in Bethany his tired 


Limbs after the Fatigues of his Function ; and when one 
Apoſtle betray'd him, and the others abandon'd him, 


Mary follow*d our Lord to Calvary; and there durſt min- 


gle her innocent Tears with the ſacrilegious Cracifige's of 
the Rabble. When the Apoſtles doubted of Chriſt's Re- 
ſurrection, ſhe proclaim'd it without Heſitation; and in 
Recompence of her Faith Chriſt commiſſion'd her to aſ- 
fume the Office of Apoſtle to the very Apoſtles. Where- 
ever God ſpread the Goſpel, he provided a Lady to fur- 
ther it, Helena planted the Faith in the Roman Empire, 
Ceſarea in Perſia, Gezela in Hungary, Ogla in Ruſſia, 
Dambruca in Polony, and Ethelburga in Germany. In all 
theſe glorious Enterprizes Ladies led the Van, whilſt Men 
only brought up the Rear. They marched only upon the 
Traces of theſe great Heroines ; and brought through the 
Barriers of Fleſh and Blood, when they had payed the 
Way by their Example. 


Indeed ſuch noble Inſtances of Vertue are leſs nume- 


rous in our deprav'd Age, than in the Days of our Fore- 
fathers. Yet many Ladies draw their Lives by their an- 
tient and moſt admir'd Originals; I could name ſome 


of Figure and Title, who live in this World like People 


who knew they mult live eternally in the next. They 
are meek without Sheepiſhneſs, affable without Affecta- 
tion, reſerv'd without Diſſimulation, and great without 


Pride. They reconcile the Highneſs of their Rank with 


the 
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the humble Principles of their Profeſſion, they diſpute 
the firſt Place without Vanity, and ſtoop to the loweſt. 
without ſtepping an Inch below their Station. Here is 
Scripture in Practice, and Perfection in Life and A- 


_ Etion. | 


Nean. Pray, Ladies, let this Panegyrick atone for the 
Satyr; if Euſebius has ſtruck the Sex with one Hand, I 
aflure you, he ſtroaks with the other; he daſhes the 
aigre with the doux, and handſomely mingles Reproof 


with Inſtruction: He has Balms to heal, as well as Cau- 


ſticks to bliſter; and when he has breath'd a Vein, he 
cloſes the Orifice with a Swathing-band. In a Word, he 
has knocked his own Libel on the Head, and, like the 
Scorpion, is both Poiſon and Antidote. 

Emil, Good Nature is come upon him, and his Breed- 

ing is return'd to the Cure; he ſpeaks now like a Gen- 
tleman as well as an Orator, and I promiſe him a fine 
Audience, if he'll preach in the Pulpit upon the ſame 
Subject. 
Pray, ſaid Neander, turning himſelf to Euſebius, fa- 
vour us with the Cauſe of our Ladies Misfortune; for 
J call it a Misfortune to deviate from the Rule of their 
Profeſſion, and to fruſtrate the very End of their Crea- 
tion. | - 

Euſeb. It's indeed a Misfortune, but almoſt univerſal ; 
it's ſpread over the whole World, and affects the whole 
Species. Emilia has touched the Cauſe, ill Education: 
'T his is the fatal Source of their Miſery, the true Origin 
of all their Failings. Young Ladies are brought up as 
if God created *em meerly for a Seraglio, and that their 
only Buſineſs was to charm a brutiſh Altan: One would 
think they had no Souls, there is ſuch a Care taken of 
their Bodies: That God had enacted a Salique Law as 
well as the French, and excluded the Sex from the Inhe- 
ritance of Heaven. 

The ſeven Years of Infancy are ſpent meerly in the 
Entertainments of Senſe ; they are yet ſuppos'd unfit for 


Inſtruction, and fo their little Paſſions ſprout up without 


Check, and increaſe without Controul. But, under Fa- 
vour, though in an Age ſo tender, Children cannot be diſ- 
ciplined by Reaſon, they may by Senſe: For I cannot 
fee why their Paſſions are not in a Capacity of being 


| moderated, ſo ſoon as they are in a Condition of being 


excited, 
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excited, fot though they are not ripe for Precept, they 
are for Fear, Menace, and Careſſes; and thus we ſee 
the Nurſe oftentimes frowns and fawns the moſt fro- 
ward Infants into a good Humour. Some Reſtraint 


therefore ſhould be put upon their diſorderly Propenſions 


even in this Non- age; for if you ſuppoſe a Child to be 
a Brute at Seven, and treat him meerly as ſuch, in all 
Probability you will make him continue ſo till Ten. 
But alas! this timely Care is quite forgot; little Miſs, 
like Mamma's Lap-dog, is careſs'd till ſhe is fit for no- 
thing but to play or ſleep. The little Creature muſt 
fleep on Silk, and feed on potable Gold, Like a Bartho- 
lomew Poppet ſhe is wrapt in Gold and Silver, and pra- 
ctices Vanity before ſh2 knows the Sin. | 
So ſoon as Reaſon begins to ſparkle, Miſs is led into 
the Dreſſing- room; ſhe is taught the great Myſtery of 
the Glaſs, and all the important Secrets of the Toilet. 
Which Waſh clears the Complexion, which conſerves, 


and which repairs it. Theſe are neceflary Prolegomend's, 


or Precognita to the Science, A Man may as well be a 
perfect Mathematician without the Knowledge of an Az- 


gle or Circle, as a Lady can be a Graduate in the Philo- 


ſophy of the Dreſſing-room without theſe Poſtulatums. 
For Beauty being the chief Object of a Lady's Care, 
ſhe muſt help Nature with Art, and poliſh the Work of 
the Omnipotent with a French Waſh; ſhe muſt fence it 
againſt the Aſſaults of Heats, the Excurſions of Pimples, 
and the dangerous Inroads of the Small-Pox. She muſt, 
in fine, expoſe her Life to fave her Complexion. And 
then to mould her Shape to the Court-Standard, what 
Pains does the Mother take on the one Side, and what 
a Martyrdom does the Child undergo on the other? Her 
Feet are condemn'd to the Scotch Boot, and her Body 
to the Torment of the Preſs. She is pen'd up in Iron, 
and ſorc'd to trail her Perſon. Beſides, the poor Crea- 
ture is put to a ſhort Allowance of cold Water, or tied 
up to a Pittance of Barley-broth, and muſt keep a con- 
tinual Lent in Spight of our Statute-Book. One would 
think Hunger was a Propriety of the Sex, and Faſting 
the topping Qualification of a young Lady; her Mother 
will not ſuffer her to grow up to her Joints, nor to have 
all the Fleſh and Bones God defign'd her. And thus ſhe 


is rack'd without and within for the Satisfaction of oye” 
am, 
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dam, and the whole Body is facrific'd for Shape and Co- 


lour. 

And now Miſs leaves the Nurſery to ply at the Dan- 
cing-School, and to finger the Guitarr, or the Virginals; 
and when ſhe has maſter'd a Minuet, and an Air Ala- 


mode; when ſhe can practiſe a Brace of Grimaces, and 


wave the Fan, Good God! how Mamma Titters ; ſhe 
is now fledg'd for the World, and ſets out for Company. 
But ſhe muſt beware of Reſervedneſs, and fence againſt 
a Bluſh; for theſe are Country Vices, Symptoms of Ru- 
ſticity, Crimes againſt Breeding, and the Freedom of 
the Town. She js therefore taught a qualifying Em- 
belliſhment in the Court Dialect, call'd Aſſurance, in the 
Chriſtian Confidence; and thus ſhe mortgages Modeſty 
for Behaviour, and almoſt robs the Woman to equip the 
Lady. 1 | 

54 the mean time, Age comes upon her, Paſſions get 
a Head, Temptations follow without Number, Defires 


without Bridle, and Vanity without Check. She is a 


Stranger to the Doctrine of Self-abnegation, and unpra- 
Etiſed in the Methods of Refiſtance : She knows not 
what it means to baulk Appetite, nor to ſubdue Senſe to 
Reaſon. She has been ſet up by the Mother for a little 
Goddeſs, and the Family adores her like a Houſhold Di- 
vinity. The Frowns of this little 5 raiſes Storms, 
and her Smiles fair Weather; you muſt no more croſs 
her, than offend thoſe Stare, that in the Pagan Theology 
rain'd Tempeſts on the Heads of thoſe who diſdained to 


ſalute *em. = 
What a Tragick- Comedy did I behold at my Lady D.'s 


I thought Folly could not riſe to ſuch a Height of Extra- 


vagance. Mits had the Misfortune to be baulkt in a chil- 
diſh Enterprize; the Houſe rung immediately of the Diſ- 
appointment, all was in an Uproar, all in a Confuſion: 
The Violence of the Paſſion caſt the Child into a Fever : 
The Mother's Pulſe beat by the Daughter's, and becauſe 
Miſs was diſcompos'd, good Mamma took Phyſick; 
and to carry on the Farce, the Chambermaid breath'd a 
Vein. I fancy'd my ſelf in Lucian's Iſland of Dreams, and 
that what I ſaw was Viſion and Revery. For how, ſaid 
J, can Folly ſtrain ſo far? Bedlam is unacquainted with 
ſuch Scenes of Madneſs, with ſuch Flights of Farce and 
Comedy: Had the _ Humour been frighted away 
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with a little Severity, the Fever had withdrawn, and 
Birch would have wrought the Cure more efficaciouſly 
than Phyſick, or Bleeding by Proxy. Thus Education 
adds Biaſs to Nature, and makes the Temper of Chil- 
dren more rugged, inſtead of poliſhing them. 

Beſides, Miſs is not only miſled by the Fawning of the 
Mother, but too often poiſon'd by the Example of her 
Maid. If Betty has a Gallant, ſhe is the Depoſitary of 
her Secrets, ſhe enters into the Intrigue, and is inform'd 
of the Riſe and Progreſs of the Adventure. Her Apart- 
ment is the Place of Aſſignation and Rendevouz. and by 
Conſequence ſhe is Witneſs of all thoſe Follies that wait 
on Love between Perſons, whoſe Paſſion is greater than 
their Conſcience. Such Spectacles ſtain the Imagination 
of Children, they carve Devils in the Brains of thoſe, 
yet innocent Angels; and tho” at preſent they make no 
great Impreſſion, they will in time cut out Work for her 
young Ladyſhip. 'T hey will awake the Fury of Love, 
and throw Fuel to this fiery Paſſion, for ſuch Sights, like 
the Italian Poiſons, work ſome Years after they are ta- 
ken. The Memories of Youth are extreamly tenacious, 
and if they are ſullied with an indecent Object, will re- 
collect it till at laſt they tranſcribe it. 

Now whilſt the young Lady makes ſo fair a Progreſs in 
the Science of the World, ſhe is a meer Ignoramus in the 
School of Heaven: Queſtion her about Religion, ſhe is a 
Stranger to the Language. One wouid think ſhe dropt 
from the Moon, or had been train'd up among the Ca- 
fres : She can ſcarce diſtinguiſh a Church from a Syna- 
gogue, and knows no more of the Goſpel, than of the 
Talmud or Alcoraun. And indeed, poor Creature]! How 
ſhould ſhe be inſtructed, but by immediate Revelation? 


The Credenda of Chriſtianity are not infuſed by Nature, 


and the Agenda too are in great Part convey'd to us by the 
Senſes. Now who takes Care to inftill theſe Principles 
into young Ladies ? 'The Mother has too much Work 
on her Hands to undertake a new Employment, the Ot- 
fice of Catechiſt is below her Level, it's too pedantick 


and ſerious for a Perſon who affects Ignorance, and dotes 


on Mirth and Levity. Beſides, ſhe fancies her Obliga- 


tion only reaches the Body, that the Soul lies out of her 


Juriſdiction ; that if ſhe fits the Child for the Court, or 
the Town, ſhe diſcharges the Duty of a Mother. 1 
| o 
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Now if my Lady forgets the moſt important Point of 
Education, will Betty remember it? If the Mother, like 
the Oſtrich, abandons her Young, and flies into the Wil- 
derneſs, will the Maid be more careful? Alas! perchance 
ſhe is as little vers'd in the Catechiſm as Miſs, and knows 
no more from whence ſhe came, or for what end ſhe was 
placed in the World, than a Child in the Cradle. And 
altho? ſhe were able to inſtruct, there is no depending on 
her Will. Servants are mercenary, they haye an Eye 
on their own Advantage, they drudge for their own In- 
tereſt, not their Miſtreis's ; and by Conſequence to wind 
themſelves into their Favour, they entertain *em rather 
with Things that pleaſe, than with thoſe that profit. 
They are, in fine, a Race of Inſects that bask in the 


Sun, and cannot live without the Heat of their Ladies 


Favours. Ea 

Now what can be expected from a Woman brought 
up in Eaſe, Luxury, and Vanity on the one Side, and in a 
total Tenorance of Religion on the other? From a Wo- 
man fluſh'd already in all the gaudy Amuſements of Va- 
nity and Diverſion, and quite a Stranger to any future 
Expectation ? Who will bridle. Paſſion without Reaſon? 
Or forego a preſent Satis faction without ſome Proſpect 
of a future? To ſport down the Stream of Inclination 
is pleaſing ; but to row againſt the Current is a fatiguing 
Employment. Now no Man will tug at the Oar wtth- 
out either the Hope of a Salary, or the Fear of a greater 
Puniſhment. For Pleaſure without Torments in Re- 
mainder, is in moſt Men's Opinion preferable to Vertue 
without the Expectation of Reward. Having therefore 


ſo faint Invitations to Good, ſo powerful, ſo bewitching 


Allurements to Evil, we muſt not wonder if Ladies fol- 
low thoſe Impreſfions, if Vanity over-rules Duty, and 
criminal Amuſements run down Morality. Thus equipt 
young Ladies are conſigned to Husbands: They change 
their Subjection, but not their Principles. With their 
Portion they bring all the Extravagancies of their Child- 
hood, and ſeldom reſign æm but with their laſt Breath. 
The firſt Education finks deep, and in time twiſts its 
{elf with Nature: You may with as much Eaſe waſh an 
Ethiopia“ white, as preach an ill-principled Girl into a 
vertuous Woman. Here is the Cauſe, Ladies, of your 
Misfortune, the Origin of your Diſtemßer. 

K 2 Emil. 
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Emil. Well! you have ſearch'd the Wound, I hope 
} you will apply-the Remedy. Who knows the Cauſe of 
x a Diſeaſe, cannot be ignorant of the Cure. : 
| Euſeb. My Profeſſion makes me unfit for the Employ- 


ment. However, a Lady's Deſire is a Command, and 
requires Obedience. | 


POET 
42 ER 
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DIALOGUE tv, 
Ladies muſt avoid the Obſtacles to Vertue. 


Eaſeb. N OUR Duty, Madam, branches into two 

Heads. You are a Chriſtian, and a Mother. 
Theſe Relations call upon you; God has placed you in a 
Station that requires a double Care, and you muſt extend 
your Endeavours to the diſcharging of both; for if you 
fail in one, you betray your Duty, and your eternal 
Happineſs into the Bargain, 


J. 


That you may act the Part of a Chriſtian with a Plau- 
dite, let your Thoughts dwell continually on this great 
Principle, That you are born for Heaven, and that this Life 
is but a ſhort Paſſage to Eternity. It's but a Flux of Mo- 
ment that will end. It's a Stream that diſembogues into 
an Ocean, without Bottom, without Limit. It's not ſuffi- 
cient for a Pilot to know for what Place he is bound, 
when he firſt weighs Anchor, and hoiſts up the Sails; 
no, he muſt carry it continually in his Thoughts, and in 
his Eye: This Influences every Turn of the Stern ; did 
he once forget the Term of his Voyage, he would wan- 
der on the Ocean at Random, and never reach the de- 
fired Haven. Paradiſe is our Country, the World a Sea, 
and our Actions muſt waft us over to that fortunate I- 
land. Now. how ſhall we follow the Rule, and touch 
the Blefled Point, unleſs we daily confider under what 

Degree of Latitude it lies? The Prophet Jeremy threw 
all the Miſcarriages of the Jewiſh People upon their In- 
conſideration. The Earth lies deſolate, ſays he, becauſe no 
Man will take the Pains to enter upon the Confideration of 
his Duty. And | fear the Miſeries of our preſent Noo 

| | F ty 
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lity ſpring from the ſame Fountain. Our Forefathers 
have handed down to us this unfortunate Negligence, 
and it has improved in the Journey. For did we ſeri- 
ouſly reflect, that we are born in this World to live eter- 
nally in another, and that our Vertues will be rewarded 
with Glory, and our Vices with Fire; ſhould we tire 
our ſelves in the Purſuit of things meerly indifferent, 
and criminal? Should we, like Children, ſet our Hearts 
upon Objects, not only trivial, but baſe and contempti- 
ble, and truck our Souls for a Rattle? I fay, like Chil- 
dren, for what is the difference between them, and our | 
high-flown Mortals; but that theſe deal in Money, Pa- | 
laces, Plate, and Diamonds; and- thoſe in Bahies, and | 
Hobby-horſes: So that at beſt, if the Folly of thoſe is | | 
more expenſive, the Childiſhneſs of theſe is more inno- | 
cent. || 
KK j 
The Doctrine of Chriſt muſt be your Guide, you muſt | 
follow that Road he has plained by his Example, and 
Points at in the Goſpel. As he has promiſed the Reward, | 
ſo he has annex'd the Conditions, and we muſt make 
good theſe, before we can lay any Claim to that. 

Novy the firſt is, that we withdraw our Affections from 
this World. Love not the World, ſays he, its Maxims 
are dangerous, its Converſation infectious, and its Em- 
bracements mortal. Under the Appearance of a Friend, 
it masks Treaſon, and under the Diſguiſe of Pleaſure, 
real Torments; it daſhes Honey with Gall, and throws 
over Poiſon a palatable Reliſh: Its Principles claſh with 
Chriſt's, and therefore you are warned to break off all 
Correſpondence on pain of forfeiting God's Favour. 
Whoever is a Friend to the World is God's Enemy. In 
effect Chriſt reads Leſſons of Humility in almoſt every 
Leaf of the Goſpel; the World preaches up Pride, and 
magnifies Vanity. Chriſt commands us to contend for 
the loweſt place, the World for the higheſt ; to pleaſe the. 
bone, we muſt ſeat our Neighbour above our Heads, and 
== we muſt throw him 1 5 Feet to content the other. 
= | ? z I : 

Now there being no Mean between thoſe two Ex- 
öh, treams; no Place for Neutrality ; will a reaſonable 
5 Creature pauſe one Moment to what Side he muſt go 
= OS oyer ? 
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over? Whether Intereſt lead him to join with our Savi- 
our, or to take up with the World his Enemy ? The very 


Deliberation is no leis ſcandalous, than to debate, whe- - 


ther you ſhall apoſtatize from God, for a Correſpondence 
with the Devil; or deprive your ſelf of a real Satisfac- 
tion in this World, with Heaven in Reverſion, for Mi- 
ſery traveſtied, and Hell in Remainder ? | 

For think not, Madam. that the Followers of Chriſt 
mult forſwear Pleaſure, and give up their Pretenitons to 
preſent Satisfactions. Though their Deſires lodge in Hea- 


ven, God antedates their Bliſs on Earth; and gives 'em 


in Hand an Earneſt of thoſe Joys, they will poſſeſs here- 
after. For let me tell you, the Friendſhip of Heaven, 
the Senſe of our Miſtakes, and the Pardon of our Sins 
are tranſporting Prerogatives. Is it not a Pleaſure to 
contemn the World? To be above all ſublunary Trifles? 
And to be a Slave to nothing? Is it not a charming Sa- 


tis faction to have a clear Conſcience? To neither dote on 
Life, nor to fear Death? "Theſe are Delights above all 


the ſmooth Senſations of material Organs: And beſides, 
they lie out of the reach of foreign Accidents, they are 
always at Hand, and colt us nothing, 


IV. 


Now what are thoſe fine Things the World offers, and 
we ſo eagerly fly at? They are good in ſhew, and evil 
at the bottom; they are poſſeſt with Fear, and loſt with 
Regret; they pamper Senſe, and rack Reaſon: For, 
in fine, they are all reduc'd to Concupiſcence of the 
Fleſh, Concupiſcence of the Eyes, and Pride of Life, i. e. 
to Senſuality and Honour: Theſe make up the World's 
Riches, and our Torment: Theſe are the Bleſſings fo 
much talk'd of, ſo much adored, ſo dearly bought, and 


" loſt ſo eaſily: And yet they are a meer Sound, a Name, 


and nothing. Let us deſcend to Particulars. 
” V. 
The Concupiſcence of the Fleſh takes in all thoſe Plea- 


ſures that cajole Senſe, and end in Brutality ; and what 


Effect do they work upon us? Why they glide upon 
the Organ, they print a ſmooth Impreſſion, and lay us 
upon the level with Animals. So that all we dare ex- 
pect from ſenſual SatisfaEtions is, to be made ane 9 
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Men, and happy Beaſts. Now, methivks, a Man's Brains 
muſt be ill placed, whg pawns Conſdience and Heaven 


for a Prerogative, ſo ili-fayoured and abaling, 
Vi. | 


Let us ſuppoſe the moſt exquiſite Fowl of the Air fly 
to your Table: That France, Italy, and Spain furnith 
you the moſt excellent Wines: What can Paſte deſire 
more? Yet when once Nature is ſatisfied, the eating is 
no more a Pleaſure but a Torment. For to feel the Sto- 
mach overcharged, the Body diſabled, and the Futaes of 
Ragoos in the Head is no great Satisfaction, unleſs 
Exceſs changes our Conſtitution, and turns Pain into 
Pleaſure, and Health into a Burthen. In fine, the De- 


light flaſhes away in a Moment, and the Surfeit ſticks 


by us a Fortnight: It preys upon our Vitals, and if it 
does not choak 'em, it's ſure to diſorder em; and after 
ends in'a Winding- ſheet. | 

Indeed, Hearing is not ſo pleaſant a Senſe, it rather 
Courts the Soul than Storms, and if the Pleaſure it con- 
veys be leſs boiſterous, it's generally more innocent: But 
however, it's too airy to be durable, and too fleeting 
to be relied on. For, what is it but a Perception of 
mov'd Air, that beats upon the Tympanum, and gently 
drums upon accuſtick Fibres? And can any thing be 
more unmanly than to build our Happineſs on fo weak a 
Foundation? Beſides, this Pleaſure is ſhorter lived, than 
thoſe Animals that cannot out-live one Day. I have 
ſeen the fame Hand that charm'd the Company the firſt 
Hour, tire it the ſecond, and thoſe very Stroaks that at 
firſt raiſed Tranſports, in the end grated upon the Ear, 
and became troubleſome. Indeed this Pleaſure is luſci- 
ous, but it gluts in a Moment, and, like Sweet- meats, 
breeds a Surfeit. Now, methinks, a Man muſt put a 
mean Valuation upon Chriſt to leave him for a Touch 
upon an Inſtrument, and a faint Idea of future Tor- 
ments to be fiddled and mulick'd into Hell. 

Do not miſtake me; I am not for tying Damnation 
to an airy Sonnet. I know we may regale our Ears with 
a Ragoo of Italian Symphonies, without the Penalty of 
eternal Weeping ; for I have told you, the obliging of 
this Senſe is more fooliſh than criminal. But however 
the Effects are dangerous, for Mufick has a ſtrange Aſ- 
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cendant over our Paſhons ; it heats and cools em, it ruf. 
fles and tranſports *em, it moulds and faſhions em to any 
Figure; it awakes the Fury of Anger, and conjures up 
the Devil of Love: And theſe two Fiends drive full ſpeed 
to Hell and Damnation. Caution alone ſaved Uly/es. 
He would not truſt his Vertue with a fine Voice ; nor his 
Philoſophy with a warbling Douna Margarita; he rather 


choſe to reſign the Pleaſure of a Sola, than to ſuffer the 
Misfortune of a Shipwreck ; and would not barter his 


dear purchaſed Heroſhip for a Song. 
It were to be wiſh'd our Gentry of both Sexes carried 


Wax in their Ears as well as this Heathen General; their. 


Occaſions often exact the Precaution They ſteer be- 
tween the Rocks, and Syrexs lie in Ambuſcade to inſnare 
*em. In theſe Circumſtances the leaſt Overſight is mortal; 
if we don't keep at a Diſtance from the Whirlpool, we 
ſhall be ſuck'd in by the Eddy. How many, for want 
of Care, have ſplit upon the Quickſands? Was not Ma- 


dam V. plaid out of her Reputation, and violin'd into a 
Match below her Quality? And how many Gentlemen 


have been ſung out of their Innocence at the Play-houſe, 
and Muſick- Meetings ? - 

Tho? therefore Muſick in its ſelf be innocent, it's often 
fatal in the Conſequence, and ſtrikes us at Rebound. And 
this is enough to rouſe up a Chriſtian's Care; where 
Duty obliges him not only to avoid downright Sin, but 
the very Tendency to it. 

But alas! the Poiſon lies not only in the Notes, the 


very Words carry Infection: They are ſoft and amorous, 


and either blame Honeſty, or provoke to Debauchery ; 
they either perſonate the Deſpair of an abandon'd, or the 
Triumphs of a ſucceſsful Lover. Now what is this but 


Stratagem to ſet ill Humours at Work, and to make ſoft 


Rhime a Conveyance to Deſtruction? And indeed ſome 
Songs expreſs ſo lively ill Practice, that it's not eaſy to 
diſtinguiſh the very Fact from the Repreſentation. And 


ſo the Minſtril inſtills all the Diſeaſes of Rage and Love 


he counterfeits. It's true, the Tongue preſents the Poi- 


ſon, but the Ear drinks it, and both are guilty; for the 
difference of the Organ makes a ſmall Alteration in the 
Action. In fine, Ladies, ſuch Madrigals are only fit to 


be ſung by the Devils, and to be heard by the damned. 


VH. The 
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VII. 


The other Obſtacles that ſtand between us, and the 
Compliance with our Duty are the deluding Pageants of 
worldly Felicity; fine Sights, a glorious Retinue, and 
ſwelling Titles. Now what is all this Appearance but a 
Scene of Vanity ? That Philoſopher was not miſtaken, 
who ſaid, That the juſt Value of Things are known by 
their End, as Men by their Faces. And if we take the 
Dimenſions of all human Happineſs by this unerring 


Scale, how thin, how little, how contemptible will it 


appear even to purblind Reaſon ? | 
Tho' we ſuppoſe it conſtant to our Intereſt, that it 
waits upon us to the Grave, we then muſt take leave of 
it, and bid adieu to all thoſe Objects that dazzled our 
Eyes, and led our Hearts captive. Nothing will be per- 
mitted to paſs with us into Eternity, but our Vertues 
and our Vices: Thoſe to refreſh, theſe to torment us. 
God pronounc'd the Sentence of Death againſt the whole 
Race of Adam; and tho? upon Occaſions he has diſpenſed 
with other Laws, this has and will remain inviolable. 
The moſt evident Principles have been queſtion'd by 
ſome, and deny'd by others ; all Errors have found Abet- 
tors, but I never read of any Man ſo extravagantly 
fooliſh as to doubt of Mortality. The Church-yards 
proclaim this Truth, the marble Mauſolea's of Princes di- 
vulge it, and our dead Parents in a Mute, but emphatick 
Language, tell us, we muſt follow. In fine, it's decreed 
that all Men muſt die, Seeing therefore all worldly Hap- 
pineſs will once expire, and perchance, even when we 
expect no Alteration ; what can it deſerve but Scorn and 
Contempt? How can that be called a Happinels, that 


ends in Miſery, and will be follow'd by Repentance? 


Nay, the Manner of leaving it is oftentimes far 
more miſerable than the End it ſelf. The great Antio- 
chus, when Proſperity ran high, forgot he was a Man: 


Victory waited on his Standards, and Succeſs crown'd 


his Enterprizes: But if his Felicity was ſtupendious, the 
End of it was no leſs amazing. This glorious Prince fell 
firſt into a mortal Melancholy; then a loathſome Dileaſe 
his Bowels glow'd with a raging Fire; and every Mem- 
ber that had contributed to his Pleaſure, increas'd his 


Torment. He call'd upon Death as the ſole Remedy 


of 
; his 
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his Diſaſter, and doted on that fatal Moment he once 
trembled at. All the Treaſures heap'd up by Rapine, 
were unable to purchaſe the flumber of an Hour. His 
corrupted Carcais exhaled ſo inſupportable an Infection, 
that he was a Burthen to his Friends, and a Hell to him- 

ſelf. Thus he breath'd out his wretched Soul in a Tem- 
peſt of Rage and Deſpair, and died rather the Object of 
Compaſſion than Envy. 

What ſhall I ſay of Nero, Vitellias, and Andronicns ? 
They faw the World at their Feet, and ſparkling Diadems 
on their Heads; they were rather worſhip'd as Gods, than 
ſerv'd as Men; yet all this Glory ended in Outrage and 
Infamy: The firſt fell by his own Hand; the others by 
the Cruelty of the enrag'd Mob, that rather ſtudied to 
torment thoſe unfortunate Princes, than to butcher 'em. 

Could Women mount higher than Fezabel, or Cleopa- 
tra? The one gave Laws to an opulent Kingdom, the 
other to an Empire; both ſwum in Pleaſure, and were 
almoſt over- ſet with Proſperity. But alas! their Gran- 
deur, like the Ice of one Night, melted away in a Mo- 
ment: The Babel of their Greatneſs ſunk under its own 
Weight, and buried 'em under the Ruins. The firſt was 
prey'd upon by Dogs, and the ſecond fell by the Sting 
of a Viper. What reaſonable Creature would take theſe ' 
Peoples Felicity together with their Miſery ? Who would 
lead their Lives, and undergo the Cruelty of their Deaths ? 
Can any thing more clearly evidence the Baſeneſs of 
human Greatneſs, than theſe ſudden Turns of For- 
tune. So that the Carthaginian Captain now mortally 
wounded, when he ſaw the Warld behind him, and 
Death before him, had Reaſon e his ſurviving Bro- 
ther this ſeaſonable Leflon. To Pride, dear Brother, in 
Greatneſs, is a pompous Folly; high Commands ſtand 
expos'd to mighty Chances. The beſt built Fortune muſt 

jeld to Hazard, or ſubmit to Time: Nothing is certain 
in this Life, but Death. What am I the better for having 
ſubdued Provinces by my Valour, and butcher'd Armies 
in my Fury? I feel at preſent that Violence others have 
felt em me. What vaſt Deſigns you rowl in your 

Brains? What Sieges? What Victories? But alas! all 
this is glorious only in Idea, great in Fancy, and nothing 
in it ſelf but Vanity: Read your Deſtiny in mine; and 


remember, that tho you eſcape the Stroak of Violence, 
_— | Nature 
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Nature will put a Stop to your Atchievements. Here is 
Spirit and Heat, Pathos, and Emphaſis, and, what is 
more, Truth upon Experiment: And yet this Man was 
no St. Paul in a Pulpit, but a Pagan-General in the 
Camp: He had but an imperfect View of the future Pu- 
niſhments that treads on the Heels of great Felicity. 


VIII. 
If you will not ſtand to the Judgment ef a Pagan, I 
will put the Iflue: of the Cauſe upon your own. ButT 


muſt firſt ſeat you in a Region above thoſe Miſts that 


darken Reaſon, and biaſs the Underſtanding; and what 
Place more proper than the Death-bed ? Let us there- 
fore contemplate your- Ladyſhip in this Poſture ſtrug- 
gling with a burning Fever, without Strength, without 
Vigour, ready to leave all Things, and to be abandon'd 
by all. Your Head burns, your Heart pants, and 


the Violence of the Diſtemper hurries Pain into every 


Artery. You turn your ſelf into a thouſand Poſtures; 
but though you change Place, your Torment fol- 
lows. Your Bed of Down gives no Eaſe, nor can your 
whole Eſtate buy it. We will ſuppoſe, Madam Lucia 
runs through all the Arguments of the Stoicks, and mar- 


ſhals up all her Eloquence to raiſe your drooping Spi- 


rits. It's in vain, dear Emilia, to ſtruggle againſt Mor- 
tality, there is no Recipe in the Diſpenſatory of Phyſici- 
ans againſt Death; it's a Debt we owe to Nature, and 
it muſt be paid. But at leaſt you will leave behind an 
honourable Memory; you have acted a topping Part, 
and you go off the Stage with Applauſe. Every one 
does Juſtice to your Merit, and even thoſe who envy 
your,Fortune, confeſs you deſerve a greater. The La- 


dies admire your Wit, the Gentlemen your Beauty, and 


all, your Breeding. Dryden has eternized your rare Per- 
fection in Verſe, and your Name together with your 
Titles ſtand at the Epiſtle Dedicatory in Folio; fo that 
when you die, you will live by Proxy, and your Fame 
will ſurvive the Coffin. Will ſuch an atheiſtical Homily 
put an Irregular Fulſe in Order? Will it heal a wounded 
Conſcience? Alas! Madam, the Elogiums of the Living 
make weak Impreſſions on the Souls of the Dead. Tho' 
J praiſe Cleopatra's Beauty in all Company, will ſhe be 
leis miſerable? Becauſe I admire the Power of Semira- 


mis, 
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mis, will my Wonder extinguiſh the Fire and Brimſtone 
that eternally conſumes her? Will Cræſus be Rich, be- 
cauſe I magnify his paſt Treaſures? Will Alexander be 
at Eaſe, becauſe I commend his Courage? Or Sardana- 
palas in Pleaſures, becauſe he was once happy ? Poor 
Creatures! They underſtand themſelves and their ſad 
Condition too well to receive Flattery, and are too em- 
phatically miſerable to be refreſh'd with the Remem— 
brance of paſt Follies. Thoſe that are laugh'd at by the 
Saints, and tormented by the Omnipotent, find ſmall 
Satisfaction in the vain Huzza's of Fools or Sycophants. 
They are praiſed where they are not, and are tortured 
where they are. 5 „ 

And to come home to your Ladyſhip, give me the 
Freedom to put you this Queſtion. When you find your 
ſelf upon the Brink of Eternity, will the Remembrance 
of your quondam Pleaſures open a Proſpect of Joy, or of 
Repentance? Will you ratify your paſt Conduct, or de- 
plore it with Tears, or perchance with all the Pangs of 
Rage and Deſpair? Will not worldly Happineſs, you 
once rated ſo high, fall low in your Opinion? And will 

ou not wiſh rather to have contemned the glittering 

anities of the World, than to have enjoy'd *em ? For, 
in fine, Madam, you will then acknowledge a Truth 
you have now no Inclination to learn; that your Buſi- 
neſs is not to be great, but good; not to make a Fi- 
gure here, but hereafter. Let me therefore conclude with 
the wiſeſt of Men; Beauty and Complexion are vain, but 
a Woman that feareth the Lord ſhall be praiſed. 

And now, methinks, I have faid enough to perſuade a 
reaſonable - Creature, that the dazzling Preſents of the 
World are painted Nothings, varniſh'd Impoſtures, and 
gilt Illuſions. That tho' they ſmooth the Brow, they 
are too ſuperficial to fill the Heart, and rather faſcinate 
than delight; and yet theſe Toys are the only Barriers 
that ſtand between us and Heaven. Could we but once 
heartily fall out with 'em, and regard *em as Snares ra- 
ther than Favours, Virtue would be planted without 
Labour in our Souls; it would grow up almoſt without 


Pain. But whilſt our Hearts cling to Earth, our De- 


fires cannot fly higher. They reliſh nothing but Co- 
lour and Surface, and ſtudy to oblige Senſe, and to gra- 


tify Paſſion. Hence flow thoſe Sins that ſtab the __, 
: an 
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and lead it to Perdition; that cut off our Right to 
Chriſt's Promiſes, and give us over to his Manaces, If 
therefore you intend to live up to the Goſpel, you muſt 
break off with the World. This is the firſt Step to Ver- 
tue, a neceſſary Prerequiſite to a holy Life; for Sin and 
Vertue can't lodge together. | | 
Emil. You have held forth upon Love not the World 
to the Purpoſe, and have laſh'd Grandeur, Wealth, and 
Pleaſure, like a Galley-ſlave. But, methinks, you have car- 
ry'd Invective too far, and flouriſh'd upon Hanitas Van- 
tatum beyond Meaſure and Juſtice. For if what you 
ſay be true, Chriſtianity pens up our Liberty in a nar- 
row Compaſs, and our Pleaſure in leſs ; and then how f 
| ſhall we reconcile that Freedom Chriſt purchas'd by his = | 
Death, to that Slavery you impoſe? Did God create the | | 
World to tantalize us? And ſhew the Beauties of the it 
Univerſe merely to throw us into a Fit of Longing ? _ i 
Luc. Let him talk, Madam, Chriſt's Religion is Ca- 
tholick, our Creed is poſitive; it is not cut out only for | 
Job's and Lazarns's, but for Kings and Empreſſes. Why | 
therefore mult we diſmiſs our Equipage, or commence N 
Apoſtates? Will you have Ladies turn off their Coaches | 
to walk in Pattins, like Milk-maids and Oyſter-women? 
Muſt they melt down their Plate, and make over their 
Jointure to the Blue-Boys of Chriſt- Church! Under fa- 
vour, Sir, Chriſt is neither Leveller nor Tyrant. Not 
one Text in Scripture ties Sin to Silks, nor Damnation 
to Sattin; we may glitter in Silver here, and ſhine in 
Gloty hereafter. 8 - 
Euſeb., | have indeed enlarg'd upon the Text, Love not 
the World, but when the Enemy is upon the Coaſt, it's 
time to fire the Beacon. Is not a Caveat ſeaſonable, 
when Fou are within an Inch of a Precipice? Our Savi- 
our has thunder'd a thouſand Hes againſt the World 
and its beſotted Lovers; he cautions us againſt its Charms, 
both in Parable and Precept; and yet in Spight of his 
Command we run into its Embracements, and pawn 
Heaven for Trifles. Methinks Warmth and Severity too 
are very warrantable on an Occaſion fo preſſing and ex- 
traordinary. If a Merchant put upon your Ladyſhip 
Briſtol-Stones for Emerauds, or Yenice-Glaſs for Dia- 
monds, would you frown upon a Friend for diſcovering 
the Cheat? The World impoſes upon you counterfeit / 


f Coin 
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Coin for Sterling, 'T inſel for Gold, and imaginary Hap- 
pineſs for real Satisfaction. I have laid open the Impo- 
ſture, and you complain I am too hard upon the Decei- 
ver. Is it fo obliging a Civility to protect your Purſe, 
and ſo clownith a Service to fave your Soul? Are Guineas 
ſo precious, and Souls ſo contemptible ? ſo cheap: = 

You ſtand upon Chriſtian Freedom, but you ſtretch 1 

the Prerogative too far. For tho' Chriſt has knock'd off 8 
your Chains, and freed you from the Slavery of the De- 
vil, he has not exempted you from the Subjection of his 
Laws: No, Madam, you live within his Juriſdiction, 
though you take a ramble to the Indies; and you muſt 
obey his Command, or pay for the Tranſgreflion. Your 
Liberty, therefore, though great, is reſtrain'd by Chriſt's 
3 and your Freedom is incumbred with Provi- 
1 Oes. 
1 Nor did God create the World to tempt our Vertue, 
1 | but to poliſh it for our Uſe, not for our Vanity ; and 
13 furniſh*d this noble Apartment for our Paſſage, not fer 
ii our Dwelling. Uſe then the World, and love it alſo ; 
{ but, as Men do Phyſick, meerly for Health. I would not 
counſel Ladies nor Lords to eaſe themſelves of their Mo- 
ney, as old Crates did, but then they muſt not over- 
look all the Laws of Nature to ſwell their Stock ; they 
muſt not circumvent and counterfeit, - nor daſh Things 
out of one Nature, and brew 'em in another. They 
muſt not uſe light Weights, and falſe Meaſures, and 
haggle away Conſcience for a Penny, and Heaven for Six 
Pence: They muſt not rack Tenants to feed Luft ; nor 
pay their Lackey's Service with Baſtiriado's, nor their 
Chamber-Maids with ill Language. 

If you remember, Madam, I told you at our laſt Inter - 
view, you might alſo eat wholſome Food, that you might 
ſleep on an eaſy Bed, and wear good Linen; that you 
might ſometimes grace the Boxes with. your Preſence, 
"4 and air your Body either in Coach, or on Foot. But 
1 then Chrift forbids you to run ſtark Mad after theſe A- 
14 muſements, to devote all your Time to Diverſion, and 

XY | not a Moment to your Duty. He forbids you to ſleep 
out the Day, and to dance out the Night, to lead the 
Lives of Bats, or Screech Owls. In fine, Madam, you 1 
may allow the Taſte ſweet Meats, and the Eye fine = 
Sights, provided you truck not your Soul for * _ - F 

| +7 Ag "—_ 


1 


of the GENTLEMAN Iuſtructed. 143 


faction. Let Senſe ſometimes play; but then be ſure 
Reaſon ſtands upon the Guard, and keeps it within the 
Bounds of Moderation. For theſe animal Faculties are 
wanton and craving, and if left to themſelves, they'll 
vault over the Pale of Law and Duty, and wheedle in the 
Heart to follow their Ramble. This is St. Paul's Caution 
in 2 Cor. chap. vii. Let thoſe who have Wives, be as if 
they had none: Thoſe that weep, as if they did not weep: Thoſe 
that rejoice, as if they did not rejoice 5 Thoſe that buy, as if 
they poſſeſs nothing '; and thoſe that uſe the Goods of this 
World, as if they as d them not. That is, though theſe 
worldly Objects affect the Senſes, they mult not touch 
the Heart, this muſt ſtand above their Reach, and be 
Proof to all their Solicitations . It muſt, like the Sun, 
that gilds the very Mire without being ſullied, paſs thro” 
theſe killing Vanities without catching the Infection. 
Now this being ſo, we are not ſo confin'd as you ima- 
gine; we have Liberty to be merry, tho' not to be 
mad ; and I ſuppoſe this Abridgement is no Breach of 
our Magna Charta. 


Neand. Methinks, Ladies, Euſebius is orthodox. He 


ſeems neither to tie up eur Senſes too ſhort, nor to give 
*em too much Line. He keep within a juſt Mein be- 
twixt Severity and Indulgence, and neither ſets Appetite 
at large, nor the Goſpel upon the Rack. It's the Abuſe 
of worldly Pleaſures he blames, not a moderate Ule : 
this ſtands with Chriſt's Law, and is practicable too. If 
we keep a heavy Hand over Senſe, and upon Occaſions 
refuſe it thoſe Diverſions that are lawful, we may eaſily 
withdraw it from thoſe that are forbid : But if we leave 
it to its ſelf, and lay the Reins on its Neck, we ſhall find 
our ſelyes in a Precipice. For whoever turns Nature 
looſe, makes the plealing Senſations of Senſe her End, 
and ſo becomes a Lady of Pleaſure. Now this Epithet 
in the Senſeof our modiſh Dialect ſounds harſh and ſcan- 
dalous, and indeed in the more vulgar Acceptation it 
grates upon the Ear, for they are often incident; for hat 
Lady who makes Pleaſure her Buſineſs, will catch at any; 
and if an innocent one comes not in her way, Paſſion 
will ſugzeſt thoſe that are innocent: And then how can 
we periuade our ſelves that ſhe who lives for Diverſion 


will refuſe the Occaſion ? © 7 


Emil. 


— — — — i — — 


144 A SUPPLEMENT to the firſt Part 


Emil. You have remov'd the Obſtacles to a Chriſtian 
Life, pray inform us now in what this conſiſts, for I per- 
ceive. we live under poſitive Precepts as well as Nega- 
tive; and as Chriſt forbids ſome things, ſo he com- 
mands others. | 


DIALOGUE v. 
They muſt practice Humility and Modeſty. 


I. 


Euſeb. . ernitati Pingo, ſaid once a famous Painter. 
| Let our Deſign in every Action look as far. 
Why ſhall the Expectation of a vain Applauſe work 
more powerfully on a deluded Pagan, than the glorious 
Promiſes of our Almighty Saviour upon Chriſtians? E- 
very vertuous Action, as St. Bernard notes, paſles, but 
does not periſh ; it's a heavenly Seed, that dies for a 
time to revive in Eternity. | 


II. 5 


Regard each Day as the laſt, and behave your ſelf as 
if you ſhould not ſee to Morrow. The Reaſon why we 
manage ſo much Time ill, is, becauſe we always ſuppoſe 


we have too much on our Hands to husband well. We 


build upon the Future that lies out of our Reach, and 
by Conſequence is not at our Diſpoſal ; nay, and per- 


chance never will; and thus we leave our Souls to 


Chance, and truſt Hazard with our Salvation. Whereas, 
did we perſuade our ſelves we were upon a Removal, 
we ſhould lay up ſome Treaſure for our Journey, and ſend 
Vertue before to prepare our Lodgings. For our Recepti- 
on in the next World will anſwer our Behaviour in this. 
What we ſow tn our Lives, we ſhall reap aſter our Deaths. 
If Vice, Torments ; if Vertue, Pleaſure. 


| III. 
The Piety of a Chriſtian conſiſts in Works, not Words: 


And therefore we fall ſhort of our Duty, tho' we ſpeak 


well, if we live ill. Cælia was continually upon the To- 
pick of Vertue; ſhe forced its Panegyrick upon all Com- 
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pany, and pour'd out its Encomiums at Random in all 
Converſations. One would have thought ſhe had Caram 
Animarum, and that half the Ladies of the Court were 
her Pariſhioners in ſpight of the Curate of St. Martin's 
or St. Fames's. I confeſs her Devotion appear'd to me 
more affected than real. I thought it had more Flame 
than Fire; and that ſhe harangued in Jeſt, becauſe the 
ſeem'd ſo much in Earneſt. But Authors were divided up- 
on the Queſtion; for ſome without Appeal to the X14 


were for canonizing her, and a pious Siſter would needs 


remove St. Ambroſe, to find her a lace in the Calendar. 
W hat a precious Soul is this, cried ſhe ? Good God! Her 
Tongue trots ſo faſt Heavenwards, her Heart muſt needs 
gallop after! in fine, ſhe ſpeaks the Language of Sion, 
and therefore muſt not be of the Seed of Canaan. 

But after all, this Lady's Devotion was mere Sound, 
with a Daſh of Mein and Erimace. Her Anger was vio- 
lent, and her Vanity extream. She never baulk'd one 
Paſſion, without gratifying another; and if ſhe practiſed 
a Vertue, *twas to make room for a darling Vice. Had 
ihe ſpoke leſs, and done more, ſhe had come nearer the 
Mark of her Profeſſion. For as Næxianzen obſerves, A 
vertuous Action, though mate, is worth a Folio of Rhetorick 
without Effect. Run not into this Folly. The Tongue of 
an Angel, without the Heart of a Seraphin, is inſignifi- 
cant; it may indeed procure ſome Repute in a Female 


Congregation, but will not gain one Grain of Glory in 


Heaven. | 
IV. 

In all your Actions ſeek God alone, and never make 
your ſelf a Slave to the Applauſe of Men, Hypocriſy and 
Diſſimulation are always increditable, but in Matters of 
Religion monſtrous to a Sacrilege: To ſweat in this 
World, and be tormented in the next; to labour with the 
Saints, and burn with the Devils, is frenzy. Yet, alas! 
how many are found Saint without, and Fiend within ? 
Who cloath Vice with the Robes of Vertue, and ſo walk 
in a Road to Hell, whilit they pretend to march ſor 
Heaven. Cynthia ſet up for a Saint of the firſt Magni- 
tude ; but ſhe built all her Piety upon Hypocriſy. She 
took her Plan from the Phariſees, and modell'd her Con- 
duct by their Practice. She was a moſt rigid Gezevian 
tuſt fram'd by Baxter, and then paliſh'd on Bridges's 
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Anvil: She had the turn of the Eye in Perfection, and 
topp'd the "I wang of the Predettinate. Nay, ſome ſay ſhe 
could wind a Church of Euglaud Lady ſevenſcore, and a 
Fapiſt a Mile at leaſt. She pray'd in de la Sol Re, and 
groan'd the Family into a Quartan Ague: And what is 
ſtrange, this holy impulſe ſeldom came upon her but in 
Company. She conſtantly read Scripture at the Win- 
dow, and at lait became a Nuiſance to the Neighbour- 
hood. I never heard her, but J fancy'd my ſelf in Betb- 
tem, at a Lecture of Oliver's Porter. She continually 
harp'd upon the Baptiſt's Exhortation to the Jews, and 
ſigh'd out, Repent ! Repent ! with an Emphaſis. Good God! 
ſaid I to my elf, what Farce, what Illuſion is here? 
to correct Sin with Pride, and preach Repentance with 
Hypocriiy is amazing. Now all this Grimace run upon 


Intereſt. Phe Lady had a Month's Mind to hear Mr. B. 


prone upon her heavenly Gifts in the Congregation. 
And indeed he ſpent his Longs: and laid out a world of 
Cant, and myſtical Jargon upbn the Subject. But this 
was not all, a well-meaning Brother of the Godly Party, 
had an Impulſe to pair only in the Lord. He was brim- 
ful of the Spirit, and well ſtock'd with a Creature Men 


call Gold. He was more inquilitive for a godly Yoak- - 


fellow, than a beautiful one; and priz'd the Wealth of 
the Soul above all the vile Trinkets of Fortune. Cynthia 
put in for the Bigot, The good Man bit at the Hook, 
and her Grimaces gain'd her twenty thouſand Pounds, 
and in time coſt him as many Curſes. Her Voice was 


Facob's, but ſhe had the Hands of Eſau. Her Piety car- 


ry'd a fair Appearance, but under the Mask lurk'd Diſ- 
fmulation and Intereſt. Though ſhe ſtole the good 
Man's Purſe, ſhe pawn'd Conſciences; and conſequently, 
the Gain did not balance the Loſs; and what is won- 
derful, the pretended by the fame Legerdemain to lay in 
as good a Stock for Heaven, as ſhe had for the World, and 
to over-reach God, as ſhe had wheedled the good Man. . 
Well, faid I, Conſcience, I ſee, is pliable, and Inte- 
reſt can force it, like Proteus, into all Shapes. Thus 
we make Partiality the Scale of Virtue, and every 
intereſted Siſter has Midas's Faculty of touching every 
thing into Gold. Pray, Madam, eſpouſe not this Lady's 


Morals, her Caſuiſtry is too indulging, and obliges our 


vicious Inclinations too much to come up to the 8 * 
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dard of Chriſt's. He will have the Heart as well as the 
Action, and will not go halves with Intereſt; if you 
drudge for temporal Profit, you defeat all Pretenſions to 
eternal. Nay, if you obſerve Chriſt's Law upon ſuch 
baſe Views, you will be caſt out ef Heaven with Hypo- 
crites that tranſgreſs it. Our Saviour commands us to 
keep our Piety to ourſelves, and to confine it to Darkneſs 
and Secrecy. Nay, when we faſt we mult perfume our 
Head, powder our Hair, vamp up our Complexion, and 
upon ſo extraordinary Occaſions, Ladies may be per- 
mitted perchance the uſe of Waſhes, to conceal from 
the Eyes of Men this Mortification. Vertue, like Glaſs, 
is eaſily ſullied; a Word oftentimes tarniſhes its Luſtre, 
and a Look, like the Eye of a Baſilisk, murders it. 
However, omit not a good Deed out of an Apprehen- 
fion of being diſcovered. This would be to ſtretch Cau- 
tion too far, and to keep up to one Precept by the Breach 
of another. For though our Saviour in one Place recom- 
mends Privacy, in another he orders us to be vertuous in 
Publick for Edification, Let *em ſee „ Works, 
and let em glorify your Father which is in Heaven. Gre- 
gory the Great, in Matth. xiii. handſomely reconciles 
theſe Texts, that ſeem to jarr; let our Actions be pub- 
lick, but let our Intention be ſecret ; that at once we may 
edify our Neighbour by our Example, and by our Inten- 
tion to pleaſe God alone, wiſh it were private. 
Let therefore your Devotion have no Tincture of 
_ earthly Views; let it aim at God's Honour, and your 
Soul's Salvation ; and if you purchaſe Heaven, you have 
crown'd your Labour. But in the mean time, fear not 
to ſtand up for Virtue, and ſhew you are in earneſt by 
your Practice: So many go over to Vice, and ſo hearti- 
ly carry on its Intereſt, it's neceſſary for the Friends of 
Godlineſs to make ſome Proviſion againſt the Aſſaults of 
ſo prevailing a Party, and ſo convince the World, Virtue 
is not quite forſaken. Now who are more proper to raiſe 
Virtue, and humble Vice, than Ladies of Quality? 
They are expos'd to the View of the Vulgar, and re- 
ceive Homage and Incenſe, like the old Female Deities, 
from. their Inferiors; they are aped by the Sex of a 
lower Rate; their Faſhions, Mien, Geſture, and Car- 
riage are copied by Citizens Wives and Daughters, and 
theſe Pretenders to Politeneſs, glory in the very Follies of 
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a Lady. Now ſeeing you have ſuch an Aſcendant over 
them, why may you not lure em to Godlineſs as well as 


to Vice? Why may they not fall in Love with your 
chriſtian, as well as your worldly Deportment, and faſhion 


their Conduct by yours, as well as their Commodes ? 
Virtue in Embroidery is more amiable than Vanity in 
its moſt dazling Equipage ; its Charms are attractive; 
ard when once People are convinc'd they may be fine 
without, and rich within; that they may live great and 
innocent too, it's odds, they Il rather chuſe to live gen- 
tcelly and pleaſantly with a good Conſcience, than like 
Reprobates with a bad one. And if once Virtue be fa- 
ſhionable among the Ladies, it may in time be alamode 
among the Gentlemen alſo, For, with theſe, their Ap- 


_ probation is a kind of Law almoſt as inviolable as thoſe 


of the Medes and Perſians: And Men will rather ſuffer 
a Reſtraint, and clap Nature under Hatches, than pur- 
chaſe a petty Satisfaction at the Rate of a Lady's Diſ- 
pleaſure, Thus, becauſe Women have an Averſion to 
a tempeſtuous Converſation, and ſtart almoſt as much at 
a Hector's Oath, as at the Report of his Piſtol ; no Man 
of Breeding will any more ſwear, than duel in their Pre- 
ſence. Now if a Principle of Civility can bridle one 
Vice, why can't it ſilence another? And thus, Madam, 
you may become an Apoſtle without the Labour of 
preaching ; for Example moves more than Homily, 
though it be leſs a. 

_ Humility is the Foundation of all Virtues, it's the 
Gate of Religion, primus Religions introitus, ſays Cy- 
prian; and he deſerves the Name of Infidel, who is un- 


faithful to this favourite Virtue of God made Man. To 


ſay that Ladies have no need of Humility, is to ſay the 
Sick have no need of Health, nor the Indigent of Sup- 
port. It's neceſſary for all, but Ladies cannot be ſaved 
without it. For beſides the common Infection ot Pride 
they inherit from their firſt Parent, what additional In- 
creaſe do they receive from other Quarters? Quality and 
Equipage warm the Paſſion; Flattery and Courtſhip 
quicken it; and the innate Propenſion of the Sex it ſelf 
lets it afloat. And when ſuch a multitude of Channels 
ſeed the Humour, what wonder if it ſwells over the 
Banks, and bears down Virtue together with Reaſon ? 


Indeed 
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Indeed to ſtand on Tiptoe upon ſuch trifling Advanta- 
ges, is an evident Mark of a ſtrong Paſſion, or a weak 
Judgment; and I eafily perſuade my ſelf, that Ladies 
would ſtoop lower, did they but take the Pains to conſi- 
der upon how groundleſs Pretenſions they fly ſo high. 

Your Father bore Title and Eſcutcheon, but was not 
your Mother a Chamber- maid ? If fo, I would deſire you 
not to ſcrew up your Quality too high ; for, like the 
Datch Coin, it's only halt hay You are a kind _- | 
Mulattoe, European on the one ſide, and Savage on the | 
other; i. e. a Compound of Gentleman and Spinſtreſs. po 
What is here that deſerves an over-weaning Conceit? 1 

But though your Blood has run from Hector and An- 
dromache, thro” an undefiled Channel into your Veins, 
manage the Advantage with Modeſty, and do not mag- 
nify it beyond Proportion, For after all, this refined 
Blood, if tried in the Laboratory, will prove tainted up- 
on Experiment; and an Alchymiſt will draw as fine Spi- 
rits from that of a Dairy- Maid, as from that of a 
Ducheſs. Could our Anceſtors make over their Virtues 
by Will; could they ſettle upon their Deſcendants Senſe 
and Merit, together with their Titles and Lordſhips; 
brave Progenitors would be a great Privilege. But alas 
Theſe towering, theſe ennobling Prerogatives are meerly 
perſonal ; they are incommunicable Perfections, and nei- 
ther deſcend to Heirs Male or Female by Right of Gift. 
Believe me, Madam, noble Minds, and miglity Digni- 
ties, go not always together. I have often ſeen Wit in 
the Coach-box, and Folly in the Coach; Beauty in 
Linſey-woolſey, and Deformity in Sattin; Merit in the 
Maid, and none in my Lady. Now, methinks, Quality 
waited on by the whole Retinue of Title and Equipage, 
being neither the Purchaſe of our Induſtry, nor the Re- 
ward of our Merit, ſhould not work upon our Vanity, 
nor ſwell our Preſumption. We ſhould rather thank Pro- 
vidence for the Favour, than Pride in the Gift; for, in 
fine, we have no more Reaſon to look big upon the Mat- 
ter, that a Genet in embroidered Harneſs. 

But if your Parts and Quality are not of a Piece, if 
this raiſes you above the common Level, and thoſe throw 
you below it, you are only indebted to Nobility for the 
Poſt of a Scaramouch, to divert your Inferiors, and to 
be ſcorn'd by your Equals. heh 
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And as for Equipage and Attendance, tho' it makes a 
gaudy Shew, at Bottom it's rather trivial than fignifi- 
cant, and has more of Appearance than Reality. For 
itonly argues either ſome Credit, much Money, or more 
Vanity. Now theſe Advantages are of a baſe Alloy, 
and they muſt be gazed on through ſtrange Glaſſes to 
appear conſiderable. Madam P's Credit run her in every 
Merchant's Book, from the Exchange in the Strand, to 
that in the City. She waded Chin-deep, but by Miſ- 
fortune, tho”. Credit enter'd her Name in ſo many, it 
was unable to croſs it out of one; ſo that it had been © 
greater, had it been leſs. For, in fine, ſhe run on Tick, 
till ſhe ſunk her Purſe with her Credit, and then ſhe 
curſed her Merchant's Credulity, and her own Folly, _ 

Money indeed has ſome Charms, it feeds Vanity, and 
caſts a ſparkling Varniſh over Peaſantry and Meanneſs; 
but alas! this Luſtre is borrow'd, it's a meer Glow- 
worm Light, that dazzles more than it warms; it comes 
from Fortune, not from Nature or Complexion ; it gilds 
the Outſide, and ſports upon the Superficies, but leaves 
the Infide as naked as it found it. In fine, it makes Peo- 
ple often worſe, but ſeldom better, and gives *em the 
Opportunity of playing the Prodigal or the Miſer. 

But nothing enlivens Womens Pride more than Flat- 
tery and Courtſhip; and yet what can be imagined more 
filly.? They are ſo over-charged with Preſumption and 
Self-love, that they believe themſelves Miſtreſſes of all 
thoſe Perfections, ara Lovers, or fawning Syco- 
phants are pleaſed to aſſign *em ; and ſometimes miſtake 
à plain Satyr for a Panegyrick, and grow big of Con- 
ceit for being lampoon'd. The Queen Stratonica had 
not one Hair on her Head, and yet ſhe gave a Poet fix 
hundred Crowns for comparing it to a Violet. The Com- 
pariſon was new indeed, and the Analogy ſo far fetch'd, 
that it comes not within fight of Senſe. But however, the 
Lady admired the Diſcovery, and became*”fo exceſſive 
proud upon the Compliment, that her Violet Hair ren- 
dred her more ridiculous, than none at all. For by a 
Vanity ſo ill-grounded, and ſo unreaſonable, ſhe gave 
the World a Demonſtration her Scull was as bare with- 
in as without, and that her Brains did not out-weigh 
her Locks one Grain. But tho” a Lady ſhould be gra- 
ced with the Hair of Aurora, with the Eyes of Venus, 
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the Majeſty of Juuo, and the Feet of Thetis, (to ſpeak, 
in the Poetick Jargon) alas! what is all this but Vanity 
and Impoſture, but Mire glaz'd over with Snow, but an 
Idol of Fools, or a Flower that opens and fades, that 
exhales Perfumes and Stench the ſame Day? What Lan- 
guage can reach the Extravagance of thoſe who rate 
themſelves upon ſo inconfiderable Advantages? They 
are diſtemper'd beyond all Lunacy of the Mad-houſe, 
and ſhould be tied up to Diet, and confin'd to Darkneſs 
and Diſcipline. | 
But to take down theſe Ladies Stomachs, and to bring, 
their ſoaring Thoughts a Point lower. I would deſire em 
to take a Turn in the Church-yard, and to try whether 
they can diſtinguiſh the Soul of a Princeſs from that of a 
Kitchen-wench ; whether the Aſhes of Dives are better 
qualified than thoſe of Lazarus; or the Bones of Ceſar's, 
are made of more noble Ingredients than thoſe of Pea- 
ſants? or (left ſuch a melancholy Sight ſhould work too 
much upon your Complexion, and fright you into Con- 
vulſions) fling away a Viſit upon Madam S. ſhe was 
once the Town Beauty, the Life of Meetings, and the 
Lady of May. She rated her ſelf, not by the Pound, but, 
like Diamonds by the Caract, and was fo extravagantly 
fond of her little Self, that ſhe fancied her Body a Com- 
pound of the fifth Element, all Celeſtial, without Droſs 
or Matter. Buta Conſumption has tam'd her Pride, 
and fetch'd down her towering Conceit. She is in Ex- 
tremity ; ſhe runs, poor Creature] through a Courſe 
of Pain; ſhe conſumes by Inches, and loſes her Blood by 
Drops. She read me, I aſſure you, a more emphatical 
Leſſon of Vanity than Solomon, and convinc'd me, 
Women muſt be mad to be proud. This Death- bed 
Figure is certainly an humbling, tho' a moſt inſtructive 
Sight, and would Curioſity lead Ladies ſometimes with- 
in Proſpect of ſuch Scenes, I conceive, the Price of Fe- 
male Perfections might fall. For, in fine, to ſet in fo 
black a Cloud, to withdraw with Convulſions, to go off 
with Deformity, and, like a Candle, to vaniſh in Stench, 
is a mortifying Rebuke to the Dignity of human Nature. 
Look therefore upon all the Goods of Fortune and Na- 
ture, as the meer Effects of God's Liberality, not of 
Merit. That they are only lent, not given; and by 
Conſequence call rather for Gracias than Pride. 
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Keep your Rank among the great Ones, and diſdain 
not to ſtoop to the Peaſant, when Charity commands. 
Hate Flattery as a Plague, Hypocriſy as Poiſon, and a 
baſe Complaiſance as meer Apery. Speak ill of no Bo- 
dy, praiſe ſeldom ; but never your ſelf. | | 
Loſe not Sight of your Faults, nor depend upon your 

Virtue. This is God's Work, thoſe ſolely your own. En- 
deavour to be pious, but never think you are ſo. And 
tho” you live up to the Height of Chriſtian Perſection, 
ſuppoſe you are only at the Bottom. We may fin by 
eſteeming our ſelves too much, but cannot by valuing 
our ſelves too little. And to put Nature to the Bluſh, 
practiſe upon Occaſion ſome publick Actions of Humili- 
ty. For Example; you may feed the Poor with your 
Alms, and ſerve em with your own Hands. Tho' ſuch 
Acts are low, they are not mean: And they rather enno- 
ble Dignity than degrade it. The great Empreſs Helen 
appear'd taller on her Knees, when ſhe waſh'd the Feet 
of poor Women, than when ſhe fat in her Throne ; 
.more glorious when ſhe wiped them with a Towel, than 
when ſhe rode in a triumphant Chariot; and more great 
when ſhe ſerved at Table the devout Virgins at Feraſalem, 
than when ſhe commanded in Rome or Conſtantinople. 
Why may not Ladies alſo ſometimes favour an Hoſpital 
with a Viſit, as well as the Play-houſe? An Hour would 
be better ſpent in this Theatre of Miſery, than in that 
of Diverſion. Here you learn Humility, and practiſe it; 
and although you leave an Alms behind, you carry away 
the Merit. At Paris I have ſeen the topping Ladies of 
the Court, in ]“ Hotel Dieu, help and comfort the Sick 
with great Charity. They refreſh'd thoſe poor Creatures 
not only with Words, but with Cordials and Juleps. I 
could wiſh the Mode would fail into Exgland. It edifies 
I am ſure, and would become Quality, and fit as genteel- 
ly on Ladies, as Freuch Fontanges, For, in fine, a Chri- 
ſtian Submiſſion is the Top of Gallantry, and gives a 
greater Luſtre than Equipage or Eſcutcheon. To ftand 
above the Vulgar in Rank, and below em in Affection, 
to be eſteem'd by others, and contemn'd by our ſelves, 
is to abandon the Sentiments of Nature, for the moſt re- 
fined Morals of the Goſpel. 
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As Humility regulates the Interior, ſo Modeſty diſci- 
plines the Exterior. This is the Indem that marks the 
Motion of our Soul: It diſcovers the Situation of our 
Paſſions, and tells us whether they obey the Empire of 
Senſe, or of Reafon. For Providence ſeems to have de- 
ſigned the Face not only for Ornament, but for Infor- 
mation. Nay, the Soul flies into our Behaviour, and 
we can read its Inclination and Diſguſt as legibly in 
our Actions, as Phyſicians the State of the Body by the 
beating of the Pulſe. 7 | 

Thus Gregery of Nazianzen ſaw the Diſorders of Ja- 
liau's Soul in the Irregularity of his Carriage, and pro- 
nounced him a Runagade before he had apoſtatiz'd from 
Chriſtianity. | 
l ſhall not conſider Modeſty in Oppoſition to Wanton- 
neſs; This would lead me too far; but as it's defined by 
Zeno the Science of decent Motion, 1. e. as it polithes the 
Exterior ; and cut off all thoſe Exorbitances that render 
our Converſation offenſive, or leis chriftian. I know in- 
deed St. Paul commends it in this Acceptation to all; but 
tho? it reaches the Maſculine part of our Species, it con- 
cerns more properly the Feminine. And it's no more e- 
ſteem'd a bare Ornament, but a Propriety of the Sex. So 
that a Woman diſcarded of Modeſty, ought to be gaz'd 
upon as a Monſter. Let her be ſet off with all the other 
Embelliſhments of Art and Nature, ſo long as Boldneſs is 
read in her Face, this Vice alone will eclipſe her other 
Perfections, and like a Cloud over-caſt all the glittering 
Beams of Beauty, Wit, and Dignity. | 

Nor indeed is it any Wonder that Modeſty is ſo much 
the Right and Intereſt of the Sex. For this is the Argas 
that guards their Treaſure againſt all the Attacks of Sur- 
priſe or Impudence. When Breuuus with his victorious 
Army enter'd Rome, the Gravity and Majeſty of the Se- 
nators aw'd the licentious Soldiers into ſuch a Reſpect 
and Reverence, that not one, for a long time, durſt ap- 
proach em. And I believe a Lady well ſtock'd with 
Modeſty, may look upon the looſe NE and keep at a 
Diſtance the Attempts of the moſt impudent Aſſailant. 
For certainly true Virtue has more Authority than Aﬀec- 
tation, and a Chriſtian Reſervedneſs, than a Stoical Se- 
yerity. When a Town is well provided within, and 
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ſtrongly fenced with Out-works, a victorious General 


has ſeldom the Courage to attempt the Siege. The Ex- 


pence, the length of Time, the Loſſes, and in fine, the 
Uncertainty of Succeſs, ſcare him from the Enterprize; 
0 that he wheels off to the leſs fortify'd, as of more eaſy 
Conqueſt. Our Gallants ſeem to follow the fame Me- 
thod; they are ſo far from tempting a modeſt Woman, 
that they can ſcarce dare look her in the Face ; her 
Countenance and Air rather fright Paſſion than excite it. 
They conjure down impure Love, and raiſe Reſpect and 
Eſteem. In fine, ſhe is fo encompaſſed with Modeſty, 
there is no making an Approach, - and by conſequence no 
Proſpect of Succeſs ; and this Diſhculty cools the moſt 
fiery Luſt, and diſcourages the moſt violent Senſuality. 
No Body but Aſmodens himſelf will attempt to violate 
tuch a Sanctuary. ns 

But when they eſpy a Lady without Reſervedneſs; 
who is endued with many attractive Qualities, and has 
nothing that awes, no Out-works that guard her Virtue, 
they are tempted to ſtorm her Conftancy ; and if ſhe 
lends a patient Ear to the Encomiums of her Wit and 


Beauty, if ſhe ſtays to receive the Attack, ſhe is in Dan- 


ger of being at Diſcretion. For, in ſhort, this Remiſineſs 
is a kind of Capitulation ; it's a Mark the Defendant is 
preſs d, and then follows a Surrender: So that the Ne- 
ceſſity of this Virtue ought to awake the Care of Ladies, 
and quicken their Endeavours to purchaſe it. | 

Now if you ask me what it is, I have anſwer'd with 
Zeno, it's The Science of decent Motion, i. e. it's a Mix- 
ture of Gravity and Sweetneſs, that ſtamp Piety on the 
Behaviour, and make the divine Tranſports of the Soul 
fparkle in the very Eyes ; it reaches every Part of the 
Exteriour, and guides our whole Comportment Abroad 
and at Home, in our Cloſer, and in Converſation ; in 
fine, it plants Virtue upon the Forchead, and draws De- 
carum upon the Exteriour. 1 yy 55 
But by Gravity, I underſtand not a moxoſe Sourneſs, 
nor a ſtarch'd Behaviour. The firſt marks ill Nature, 
the ſecond Pride and Affectation. I would neither counſel 
Ladies to make wry Faces, as if they were taking a Doſe 
of Coloquintida, nor walk as if, like Bartholomew Pop- 
pets, they mov'd by Wire. This is not MoJeſfty, but 
downright Grimace, and has more of the PET Oye 
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Virtue. The one frights, the other raiſes Laughter. Keep 
within a Mean ; Extreams are vicious; extraordinary 
Geſtures are as unbecoming, as antiquated Dreſſes. 

- But be ſure to take care of the Tongue. This is an 
inſolent Member, and needs all the Precepts and Inftruc- 
tions of Modeſty, to be kept within the Compaſs of De- 
cency. | 8 

Pretend not in Company to Wit; you will certainly 
betray your Judgment Women ſeldom appear more 
fooliſh, than when they aſpire to the Glory of being 
thought wiſe, Good God! how was I plagu'd t'other 
Day with the Impertinences of Madam H. ſhecomment- 
ed upon Ariſtotle, and lectur'd us upon the Samme of 
Thomas Aquinas. She ſcorn'd the Female Topick of 
Modes and Dreſles, and was for dancing on the high Ropes. 
of Phyſicks and Divinity, We were firſt regal'd with Ma- 
zeria Prima ; then came up a Diſh of Occult Qualities ; 
and at laſt a whole Plate of Theological 'Ferms were 
flung among the Company. It was as impoſſible to ſtop 
her in this learned Career, as a Ship under full Sail, and 
you might have ſooner filenc'd a Hurricane, than have fet- 
ter'd her Ladyſhip's Tongue. The Sex admir'd her Wiſ- 
dom, and the Men ſmil'd at. her Folly.” She has made 
a Proviſion of School Jargon, and laid it out with much 
Prodigality, and more Aſſurance. But all her Knowledge 
ſtuck on the Superficies of Words, ſhe enter'd not into 
the Senſe. So that the Fame of her Parts ſhrunk under 
Experience, and this Phoenix of Women prov'd only a 
well taught Parrot. | 1 

Beware of too great Talkativeneſs, a Fault incident 
to the Sex, and extreamly offenſive in Converſation, It 
favours of Boldneſs, and is a great Intrenchment upon 
the Liberty of Company. She who monopolizes the Dit- 

courſe, filences the reſt, and aſſumes the Quality of Mi- 
ſtreſs; and ſo keeps School, without Licence, in plain 
Contradiction to our Statute Book: Nay, and what is 
more, a Pythagorean School, in which other Ladies, like 
Pupils, undergo the Penance of Silence, whilſt ſhe enjoys 
the Satisfaction of Speaking. This is, I think, a little 
impoſing, and ſhe who offers her Company upon ſo hard 
Conditions, deſerves to lead the Life of a Recluſe; for 
few Ladies will go to the Price of the Purchaſe. Free- 
dom-of Speech is as undoubted a Prerozative of a Female 
Meeting, as of the Houſe of Commons. In 
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in Converſation you muſt ſuppoſe all are not of the. 
ſame Opinion; bear therefore a Contradiction with Calm- 
neſs and Moderation; and be not too kind to your own. 
Errors. Infallibility is neither an Appendix of Nature, 
nor of Grace: Women may fall into thoſe Miſtakes by 
Surprize or Ignorance, without any Abatement of their 
Parts, they cannot vindicate without Diſhonour. So that 
it's more prudent, as well as more modeſt, to confeſs a 
Fault, than to defend it with Eagerneſs and Paſſion. O- 
ver- rate not therefore your own Sufficiency, for tho* ſome 
Diamonds are ſaid to be above Price, Merits are not. 
Fancy not your Underſtanding moves in a higher Region 
than other Peoples; or that you muſt neceſſarily be wiſer, 
becauſe more beautiful or noble. Believe me, Madam, 
theſe Qualities are not the true Standard of Know- 
ledge: A fair Frontiſpiece is no infallible Sign of well- 
furniſh'd Rooms. The Infide may be poor, tho' the Out- 
fide be rich: And I ſuppoſe the Walls are not ſtronger 
for being ancient. | 

Little Love-Intrigues oftentimes are the Subject of Wo- 
mens Diſcourſe ; and generally People are paired by my 
Lady before they are join'd by the Parſon. It's a great 

Breach of Modeſty almoſt to know ſuch things, and 
Boldneſs to throw em into Converſation, For the Laws 
of Decorum are ſo ſevere in regard of Women, that it's 
almoſt a Fault to pronounce the Word Love. They can 
ſcarce diſcover a Diſlike of an ill thing without Blemiſh, 
nor even bluſh without diſobliging their Modeſty. For, 
in fine, thoſe Diſcourſes argue a vicious Inclination, or a 
Memory ill furniſh'd, or Curioſity miſapplied ; or rather 
all three. For certainly, without Pains, it's hard to glean 
fo great a Proviſion of Amouretts; and without ſome In- 
clination, as hard to run ſuch Lengths in the Hiſtory of 

Intrigues. | | | - 

In a Word, let Modeſty not only chuſe the Subject of 
your Converſation, and regulate the Management of it, 
but tune the Voice, and order the Accent. The Tongue 
muſt not break out into Noiſe and Tumult; like the 
Platonick Harmony of the moving Spheres ; it ſhould 
charm, but not be perceiv'd at a Diſtance. Would La- 
dies make the Purchaſe of thoſe Virtues their Buſineſs as 
they are their real Concern, they would bid fair for that 


Perfection, their Profeſſion, Sex, and Station . 
nere 
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There are others indeed neceſſary, but becauſe they reach 
the whole Species, and concern Men no leſs than Wo- 
men, I ſhall refer you to the Catechiſm for Inſtruction. 
Beſides, too many Precepts rather fright than inſtruct, 
and are more apt to caſt us into Deſpair, than to raiſe a 
Reſolution of obſerving em. | 

Emil. I thank you for your Charity, Sir, and wiſh my 
ſelf ſo happy as to comply with your Inſtruction : But 
they ſeem too vague ; fayour me therefore with a Sum- 
mary of thoſe Actions I muſt perform each Day. Draw 
up a Scheme, and ſet me a Journal. 
Euſeb. Alas! Madam, you may as well ask me to cut 
out a Manteau for the Moon. Circumſtances vary, and 
cannot be brought to the ſame Rule. However, I will 
lay a Plan before you, and hope your Prudence will fit 
it to your Occafions. 


5 


— 


DIALOGUE VI. 
A Regulation of their daily Actions. 
I. 
A Neffeminate Sabarite thank'd the Gods that he had 


never ſeen the Sun riſe in his Life. I would not 
have Ladies imitate this Pagan Copy, much leſs, muſt 
they value themſelves upon ſo ſuperlative a Lazineſs. 
Live not as if you were our Az#ipodes. Curioſity is ſup- 
pos'd to bear a great Sway over Female Inclinations. Let 
it therefore lead you to this great Planet's Levee at 
leaſt in December and Fanuary. I aſſure you, Madam, 
it riſes with more Majeſty than the greateſt Monarch ; 
and this Morning Scene out-ſhines the Glow-worm 
Pageantry of the Play-houſe. It gilds the Heaven with 
its dazling Beams. It turns every Drop of Dew into 
ſparkling Diamonds, and commands Nature to change 
her Nightrail into Cloth of Gold and Embroidery. Be- 
ſides, it wakes almoſt every Fart of the drowſy Creation. 
Birds and Beaſts begin Martius, and proclaim the Glory 
of their omnipotent Maker. Why ſhould Man be leſs ac- 
knowledging than Beaſt ? Or Inſtinẽt work more forci- 
bly than Reaſon ? 
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© SOR 
So ſoon as you are up, fall upon your Knees, and a- 
dore that mighty Being that made you. His Greatnets 
calls for Homage, and your Dependance ſtands oblig'd 


for the Payment. Offer up every Action of the Day to 


his Glory; ſuch an Intention ſanctifies the meaneſt, and 
ſtampsa new Value upon the moſt holy. Ask Pardon 
for paſt Offences, and rather reſolve to die, than to tranſ- 
greis God's Commands for the future. Sue for the Sup- 
port of his Grace; without this you are impotent, and 
with it invincible. | 1 

| II. ö | 


Reflect what Occaſion of Sin may preſent it ſelf, and 


prevent the Danger by Prudence and Forecaſt. A Temp- 


tion foreſeen is almoſt overcome. But he lies at the 
Mercy of an Enemy, who is aſſaulted by Surprize and 
Stratagem. When you diſcover an Ambuſcade, keep at 
a Diſtance ; to tempt Temptation is an unſeaſonable 
Bravery. I would as ſoon rouſe a ſleeping Lion as come 
within its Reach; for, in fine, the Victory is not ſure, 
but the Peril is certain, I | 


Stand not upon meer defenſive War, for tho? you ſtrug- 
gle handſomely for a Time, and keep your Ground, you 
will at length be over-power'd with Number; if you in- 


tend to come off with Conqueſt, carry War into the E- 


nemy's Dominions. The Advantage for the moſt part 
lies on the Aſſailant's Side. Single out therefore every 
Day ſome Virtue, and make ſure of it by Practice. The 


Duty of a Chriſtian is not only to ſuffer, but to do; by 


reſiſting the Allurement of Fleſh and Blood you loſe no 
Ground; by exerciſing Virtue you gain upon the Devil, 
and fo increaſe your Forces, and weaken his. 


Mhen you have diſcharged your Duty to God, ſpend 
ſome time upon the Government of your Family; the 
Buſineſs within Doors lies upon your. Hands, and is part 
of your Province; and you mult not do all by Deputy. 
Indeed J would not have you enter upon too minute a 
Detail, nor regiſter the Hen-rooſt in your Table Book. It's 
below your Station to hunt every Day after Hens Neſts 
as Madam L. did; or to calculate the Number of I 
OST OI . f | lings; 
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lings; nor ſhould you ſurvey the Hog-ſty to mark the 
worſt of the Litter for the Tithe-Pig; theſe Actions ſa- 
vour of Meannets, they argue Avarice to Exceſs, and fit 
unhandſomely on Quality. 2 | | 


When you fit at your Toilet, keep Vanity at a Di- 
ſtance, and remember you trim a Body that once will 
ſink into Corruption. Look upon your Robes as Badges 
of Infamy; and reflect, Ladies had never been fine, had 
they remain'd innocent. I know, indeed, as the World 
goes, Nobility muſt make a Figure: Quality and Title 
without Appearance will never draw Reſpect ; they re- 
quire a Support. The Senſes of the Mob mult be ſtruck, 
and their Imagination affected; for they ſeldom dive be- 
yond the Surface, and meaſure Quality by gaudy Trap- 
pings and Equipage. However, tho? you ule theſe Toys, 
your Affection muſt ſoar above em, and you muſt never 
eſteem the worſt Parts of Beaſts to be the greateſt Per- 
fection of your Sex. | | 

The brave Efther was raiſed from Subjection to Com- 
mand, and from Servitude to the Throne. She walk'd 
on Silks, and ſpit in Silver: Nature had made her a com- 
pleat Beauty, and Providence a mighty Empreſs; and 
yet ſne proteſted in the Sight of God, that her Greatneſs 
was a Burthen, and her Finery a Torment. Thou know- 
eſt, my God, ſaid ſhe, that meer Neceſſity obliges me 
to live in Pomp and Glory, not Choice; and that I ſcorn 
this glittering Diadem, the Envy of a thouſand Ladies, 
and the Deſire of more. I wear it with Regret, and on- 

ly when I muſt appear in Publick, and lay it down when 
I retire to my Apartment. The Turn of Fortune has 
wrought no Change in me: I am a Slave on the Throne, 
a poor Caitiff in Embroidery, and a Beggar in the Face 
of Plenty. Tho' I poſleſs the Scepter, together with the 
Wealth of Aſia, I enjoy nothing but the Satisfaction of 
proftrating my ſelf, and my Grandeur at the Foot of thy 
Altars. For, in fine, the Contempt of my Greatneſs flies 
higher than my Fortune, and the Exceſs of Pleaſures is 
the Object of my Averſion. Here js a ſeraphick Tranſ- 
port for ye! it's all Light, all Fire. A Heart that can 
thus ſcorn an Empire is larger than ine World, and more 
capacious than the Empyreum. She was a Queen with- 
out, all Angel, and all Seraphin within. Did Ladies 
eas 7 | bring 
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bring ſuch noble Sentiments to the Toilet, they would 
charm Heaven; and whilſt Men admire their Bravery, 
the very Angels would fall in Love with their Virtue: 
for then they would meaſure the Gaudry of their Man- 
teaus preciſely by the Length of Quality, not by the Ex- 
tent of Pride or Vanity; they would keep up to the Exi- 
gency of their Rank, without deviating from the Duty 
of their Religion. OE 


After Dinner you may employ ſome time at your Nee- 


dle, or other Works ſuitable to your Condition: Augu- 


ſtus Ceſar thought not ſuch Occupations below the Dig- 


nity of his Wite and Daughters: Yet he was a great 
Man, and thoſe Ladies mighty Princeſſes: And I ſuppoſe 
our Lords would not diſpute the Wall with him, nor the 
Wives the Precedence with his Children. 
kept the Diſtaff of Queen Tanaquil with more Care, than 
the Lance of Romulus, to teach Poſterity, that it was no 
leſs neceſſary for the Good of the State, to propoſe to La- 
dies Examples of Labour, than to Men Patterns of Bravery. 
And Solomon in the Character he has drawn of a Heroine, 
flouriſhes upon her Oeconomy and Labour She puts, ſays 
he, her Ilands 10 work, and then open'd em to the Neceſ- 
ſities of the Indigent ; fhe ſpun both Linen and MWoollen: 


Yet ſhe is not repreſented as a Country Dame, but as a 


Peereſs : For her Husband ſat cam Senatoribus terre, i. e. 
in the Houſe of Lords, or at leaſt of Commons. Wheels 
indeed are at preſent more out of Faſhion, and Ladies 
will no more ſpin, than make Bone-Lace. Seeing Cu- 
ſtom has degraded the Employment, I will not counſel 
you to re-inſtate it in its priſtine Dignity. But however, 
Needle-work is reputable, and the moſt qualified Ladies 
may embroider without deſcending from their Station. 
Believe me, Madam, Idleneſs is an ill Employment; and 
ſhe who has nothing to do, will be tempted to do more 
than will ſtand with Conſcience, and perchance with Ho- 
nour. For when we have no good Thoughts, we are 
generally peſter'a with bad ones; and when ill is in our 
Fancy, it ſlides with caſe mo 55 Will. | 

You may ſeaſon Work with Reading, for though Wo- 
men ſhould not pretend to commence Doctors, yet I 
would not have*em forſwear Knowledge, nor make a 85 
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of Stupidity, God has favour'd you witha reaſonable Soul, 
enrich'd it with the Science of thoſe Things, that Eve Life 
to a civil Converſation, and inſtruct you in the Duty of 
your Profeſſion. For your Court Allurance, your Ad- 
dreſſes, in the Modes, and Geſtures of Salutation, your 
graceful Entrance into a Room, and all the other pretty 
Accompliſhments of the Sex, are dead, unleſs enlivened 
by a handſome Diſcourſe. Is it a mute Scene, a Bartho- 
lomew Puppet-ſhew, that ſurprizes ſome, and furniſhes 
Matter of Laughter to others? Is it not ridiculous to fee 
a Lady with a great deal of Formality drive to a Ren- 
dez vous, and at the End of a ſhort Complement fall im- 
mediately upon Fontanges and Foretops? So much Pomp, 
ſo much Ceremony, out-do the Occaſion ; the Enter- 
tainment is too trivial for the Solemnity. Thoſe that will 
not learn to ſpeak a propos, ſhould learn methinks to hold 
their Peace; for it's much better to ſpeak nothing, than 
to bolt out Follies, 

Indeed, it's not neceſſary to rival the Knowledge of 
the Sybils, nor the Science of the Muſes ; ſhe ſhould not 
wade too deep into Controverſy, nor ſoar ſo high as Di- 
vinity. Theſe Studies lie out of a Lady's Way: They 
fly up to the Head, and not only intoxicate weak Brains, 
but turn them: They engender Pride, and blow us up 
with Self- conceitedneſs, and when all theſe meet, we ſhall 
be apt to meafure Faith by our private Judgment, and'to 
ſet up our ill-ſhap'd Notions againſt the receiv'd Tenets 
of our Religion. EE 

Read therefore thoſe Books that lead to Piety : They 
enlighten the Underſtanding, and warm tne Will ; they 
lay open the Cauſe of our Miſcarriages, and at the ſame 
Time preſcribe the Remedy. They neither flatter Quali- 
ty, nor inſult Peaſantry, but like Pictures made to Sight, 
they look equally upon all: In fine, they refreſh the Me- 
mory, enlarge the Underſtanding, and inflame the Will, 
and ſo, thro' Pleaſure, oy both Wiſdom and Virtue, 

| X. 

You may afterwards either return Viſits, or receive 
them ; but perform both with as much Expedition as Ci- 
vility and Ceremony will permit. Long Converſations 
flag, they languiſh at an Hour's End, and fall into meer 
Chat or Impertinencies. For Women have ſeldom Mate- 
rials to furniſh a long Diſcourſe, unleſs they comment 
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upon their Neighbour's Failures, and turn their Misfor- 
0 © 


tune into the Subject of Diverſion. Now to laugh at a- 
nother's Expence, is not only diſingenuous, but unchriſti- 
an. Rather take a Turn ſometimes to the Play-houſe ; but 
be ſure firſt the Piece be cleanly, clear complexion'd, 
n ither larded with Smut nor Blaſphemy ; that it neither 
arr .igns Virtue, nor buffoons Religion; that it has no- 
thing offenſive to the Eye, nothing to the Ear. In fine, 
that it be either inſtructive or innocent. For if it makes 
bold with God, or laſhes his Miniſters; if it encourages 
Vice, and hoots at Virtue, you muſt no more appear 
there, than in a Peſt-houſe. _ Diverſions, bought at the 
Expence of Conſcience, are too dearly purchas'd. 


Before you go to Bed, withdraw into your Cloſet, and 
take an impartial View of your Conſcience : If it up- 
braids you with no crying Sin, give Glory to God, and 
with bended Knees, and an humble Heart, thank him for 
the Favour. For not your Virtue, but his Grace, has 
kept you upon your Legs, and either remov'd or van- 
quiſh'd the "Temptation. But if you have ſtray'd from 
your Duty, fue for Pardon; and lay not your Body to 
Reſt, till you have obtain'd Quiet for your Soul. When 
the Conſcience is ditorder'd, Sleep can ſcarce be found; 
a wounded Soul keeps the Body awake in Spight of 0- 


pium. And though it does not, you ſhall no more ſhut 


your Eyes in a State of vin, than fleep on the Brink of a 
Preci vice. For alas! How many does Death aſſail in 


their Beds, at uniwares ? And what is worſe, unprovi- 
del? Poor Creatures! They awake in Hell, and only re- 


cover their Senſes to feel the Extremity of Torments. 
But when, by a hearty Repentance, you have calm'd Con- 
ſcience, you may fleep fecurely. Though Death ſteal 
upon you by Surprize, it will not find you unprepar'd ; 


it can only convey you from a tranſitory Repoſe into 


eternal Reſt. Here is a ſhort Journal of a Chriſtian 
Life, and methinks it-may eaſily be brought to Practice. 
A Lady, that can't ſuffer ſo ſmall a Conſtraint, muſt be 
ſtrangely fond of Liberty. | 

Emil. Well, the Scheme ſeems practicable, and if no- 
thing elſe be requir'd to live like a Lady, and a Chriſtian, 
Virtue encroaches not ſo much upon F. reedom as I imagi- 
ned. Pray, Sir, go on, to oblige me with a ſhort Comment 
upon the Duty of a Mother. | DI A- 
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The Duty of a Mother, 


Eaſeb. T H IS Command, Honour thy Father and thy 
Mother, is reciprocal, and not only obliges 
Children to reſpect and revere their Parents, but alſo en- 
joins Parents to love their Children; and this Obligation 
comes not only from the Decalogue, but immediately 
from Nature. Nor does ſhe diſcharge the Duty of a Mo- 
ther, who fawns on, and careſſes her Off- ſpring; who 
pampers their Bodies, and wraps them up in Silk and Cot- 
ton. No, no, her Care muſt reach their moſt ſublime 
Part, the Soul. This muſt be cultivated and manur'd with 
Principles and Precepts, that it may anſwer the great End 
of its Creation. Now, becauſe the Males, ſo ſoon as they 
are capable of Inſtruction, are taken from the Mother, I 
{hall only touch upon the e that fits the Females. 


Teach them betimes the End of their Creation, their 
Duty towards God, and the Obligations of Religion. Ex- 
plain the Creed, and the Decalogue; the firſt inſtructs em 
in Faith, the ſecond in Manners; and omit not the Pains 
of the Wicked, and the Joys of the Juſt: The one will 
fright from Sin, the other will allure em to Virtue; nor 
ſuffer em only to reſt in the Knowledge, but inure them 
to the Practice, by all the little Arguments of Kindneſs 
and Authority ; and fecure the Obſervance by the T enures 
of Love and Obedience. Seldom apply Severity till mild 
Methods prove ineffectual: For Children muſt not be 
taught Piety (like Dogs to ſet) with Stripes and ill Uſage : 
They never do a Thing heartily, when compell'd by 
Force, and oftentimes hate thoſe Exercifes at Thirty, 
for which they were chaſtiſed at Ten. Some Years ago, I 
fell into the Company of my Lady N. She ply'd me 
with ſuch a long-winded Panegyrick of her little Daugh- 
ter, that I began to wiſh the Child leſs accompliſh'd, or 
the Mother leſs fond : She was Beauty in Life, and Wit 
in Perfection. Nay, and fo skilful in the Ways of the 
Lord, that I ſuſpected ſhe had made at leaſt two Voyages 
to Heaven, or had hit upon an Invention to travel to Fa- 
radiſe by Scale and Compaſs. | 
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Well, Madam, faid I, ſuch a Wit, ſuch a Divine In- 
fant, I preſume, knows the Catechiſm. 

The Catechiſm ! replied ſhe, I hope ſo: And the firſt 
Chapter of Geneſis alto. And then immediately was I 
regal'd with a Scene of Queſtion and Anſwer. Muth. Who 
was the firſt Man? Ch. Adam. Moth, Who was the old- 
eſt Man? Ch. Methuſalem. Moth. Who was the wiſeſt 
Man? Ch. Salomon. Nay, cries Mamma, ſhe can tell 
you the Wives of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob. 

You have led her, I ſuppoſe, faid I, to Joſeph Ben- 
Iſrael the Few:ſh Herald, and intend to enter her in the 
Synagogue. Is this all! | | 

All! anſwered the Lady, and a great all too. Nay, re- 
_ plied I, it's nothing at all to the Purpoſe: Indeed ſhe has 
learnt the Nurſe's Catechiſm, but not the Church's. Why ? 
The Je us know this, and believe it too, and yet are not 
Chriſtians. Come, Madam, leave theſe odd Methods of 
Inſtruction, and come up to the Grounds of Chriſtianity. 
Plant the Principles of Faith and Godlineſs ſo deep, that 
neither the Impulſe of Fleſh can ſhake them, nor the bat- 
tering Engines of the Devil move them. A Bead-roll of 
cramp Names may poliſh and refine the Memory, but 
what is this to the capital 825 Salvation? 


Inſtruction, unleſs arm'd with Example, will prove in- 
ſignificant. Voung Creatures ſooner yield to that, than 
Rhe torick, and give more Credit to the Eyes than to Rea- 
ſon. If therefore the Mother's Conduct preaches Vice, 
tho? her Mouth dilates upon the Neceflity of Virtue, the 
Child will ſuppoſe her in Jeſt, and rather ſteer by her 
Practice, than her Precept. Wo be to thoſe Mothers, 
who make Daughters Witnefles of their Diſorders, and 
thus immortalize their Tranſgreſſions by recommending 
them to their a | 

Let not Romances come within Reach ofa young La- 
dy: They are the Poiſon of Youth, and murther Souls, 
as ſure as Arſenick or Ratsbane kills Bodies. Their Style, 
Matter, Language, and Defign, are pointed againſt the 
Defence of Virtue. They ſully the Fancy, over-heat 
' Paſſion, and awake Folly ; and like lewd Pictures, are the 
worſe for being excellent. They kindle thoſe Flames 
that cannot be extinguiſhed without Trouble, nor _ 
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tain'd without a Crime. Nay, like the Fire of Hell, they 
are almoſt eternal, and what is worſe, the very Torment 
pleaſes: And ſo, as Nero did Rome, we behold our ſelves 
in Flames, with Pleaſure and Tranſport. In a Word, 
Madam, a Romance is a bewitching impoſture, it faſci- 
nates the Imagination with a Fool's Paradiſe 3 it commu- 
nicates the Charms to the Intellect, and then hurries the 
Will God knows whither. Like ſweet Morſels, it fawns 
upon the Palate to captivate the Heart, and plays with 
the Organ to cut our Throats: In fine, they give the 
Paſſion they repreſent, and fo, by an unhappy Inverſion, 
the very Copy produces an Original. 

Alas! when a young Creature reads over flouriſh'd De- 
ſcriptions of enchanted Caſtles, of glorious Carouſels, of 
ſumptuous Banquets, of conquering Beauties, and cap- 
tive Knights; what a fine Landskip will they draw in 
her Head ? How powerfully will they work upon her 
tender Heart ? What a Tumult will they raiſe in her 
Breaſt ? "Thoſe Scenes, tho* meerly romantick, ſollicit in 
good earneſt; they reinforce Paſſion, and are mighty Re- 
cruits to Folly ; they ſet the Sex into a Fit of Longing : 
(for tho* Women were made of Bone, they retain all the 
Pliableneſs of Fleſh.) How often will ſhe envy a Phzloclea 
for having a Pyrocles at her Feet, and how ſeriouſly will 
ſhe wiſh herſelf in the Place of Pamelia. Nay, it's odds, 
when the Fancy is warm'd, and the Imagination charm'd 
with the advantageous Characters of thoſe Platonick 
Knights, ſhe may fall in Love with the bare Product of 
Sidnuey's Brain, and become a real Slave to Fable and Ficti- 
on. Or tho' ſhe arrives not to ſuch a Pitch of Frenzy, 
it's very probable ſhe will attempt ſome Conqueſt, and 
ſpread Nets to enſnare a Gallant, that will as fatally en- 
tangle her. Nor can ſhe fail of Expedients to delude her 
Guards: The Author that kindles the Paſſion, ſhews the 
Way to carry on the Intrigue, he provides her the Me- 
thods and Stratagem, and warrants Succeſs, and ſo a Fa- 
ble is turn d into a real Story: But with this Difference, 
that inſtead of a Prince, Madamoiſelle goes off with a 
Valet de Chambre. | 

IV. 


Lead em not into Company, till a ſtrong Virtue arms 
em againſt the Danger of Temptation, their Senſes muſt 
be guarded, and ill Objects be kept at a great Diſtance. 
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Fleſh and Blood have a natural Tendency to Extrava- 
g2nce, and will ſcarce ſtand unconcern'd under the Al- 
lurements of Example and Invitation. It's dangerous, 
ſays St. Juſtin, for a Man to admire the very Virtues of 
a Woman; nd, I believe, it's not more ſecure for a 
Woman to ſtand the Flattery and Courtſhip of Men, 
Now when both Sexes meet, Gallantry always manages 
the Converſation. Would you thruft a Child into a Peſt- 
Houſe without Neceſſity, and without an Amuletto? 
Why then will you lead her to confus'd Meetings? In 
thoſe Rendezvous, as well as at Conſtantiuopie, ſome 
Body always carries the Plague-Sores, and gives the In- 
fection. | | Ee 

Emil. You are, I perceive, an Enemy to Breeding, 


will you have Ladies as unpoliſh'd as Shepherdeſſes? 


Where can they learn Behaviour but in Converſation and 
Company ? 
Euſeb. Madam, you miſtake me, I am not againſt 
Breeding, but I am for Virtue. And, I muſt tel] you, 
this will turn to better Account than that : For by Breed- 
ing, I ſuppoſe, you mean a Gracefulneſs of Conver- 
ſation, a decent Aſſurance, together with ſome pretty 
Poſtures alamode. Theſe Qualifications, I confeſs, are 
commendable, becauſe they introduce us into Company 
with Advantage ; but then they muſt not be magnified 
beyond Proportion. I would not have Mothers ſo fan- 
taſtically fond of them, as to place em among the top 
Perfections of the Sex; nor to expoſe a Child's Inno- 
cence for a Brace of Grimaces. For, in fine, they are 
ealily gained, and Ladies, by the Aſſiſtance of Virtue, 
may be acceptable without them. And 1 am apt to be- 
lieve, that a native Beauty, without theſe acquired Em- 


belliſhments, if it be waited on by Modeſty, Meekneſs, 


and Devotion, will ſooner find a Match, than Beauty 
without Piety, though ſet off with the moſt ornamental 
Graces of Education. But why muſt ſhe converſe with 
Men for Education? Would you have her paſs through a 
Courſe of Debauchery? Or do you think ſhe cannot be 
genteel, unleſs ſhe be tainted ? Would you have her blaſ- 
pheme like a Sea Captain, or curſe like a Drayman ? I 


grant, ſhe may learn this helliſn Dialect of Men, and 


may be courted out of all Senſe of Honour and Probi- 


ty. But theſe, I ſuppoſe, are no Female Qualifications, 


and 
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and therefore, till they receive the Stamp of publick Ap- | 
probation, pray let tender Virgins forbear ſuch dangerou | 
Haunts. | | 

Luc. Under Favour, this Caution goes too far, you 
will bar Eugliſb Ladies the Liberty of the Church, as 
the Tarks do the A/raticks that of the Moſques ; for there 
is a mixt Conflux, and I have ſcen as fine Gentlemen at 
the Sermon, as at a Ball. 

Euſeb. Really, Madam, I am fo far from debarring 
Ladies the Freedom of the Church, that I coupſel *em to 
appear oftner there. But then I am for introducing a 
8 Cuſtom, z. e. for ſeparating the Women from the 

en, and for drawing a Curtain between em. Thoughts, 
I am ſure, would be more recollected, and Piety would 

go on more evenly. But as things are carried, theſe ve- 
ry Meetings are not ſecure, and Virtue is expos'd to 

Temptations. Bad Deſigns are often laid in this Sanctua- 
ry, and the Intrigue is compleated in more lewd Places. 
For in Truth, People appear before the Lord, not in Sack- 

cloth, but in Gold and Silver; and one would think they 

came rather to commit new Sins, than to cancel the paſt. 

The Ladies fit on Cock-horfe upon Scaffolds in open View, 

as if they were at the Theatre, and perch about the 

Crowd to be gaz'd at. And as they are ſeated advan- 

tageouſly to be ſeen, fo their Elevation gives them a fair 

Opportunity to ſee; and thus the Danger is reciprocal. 

Notwithſtanding it's a Chriſtian's Duty to go to Church, 

and this is his Warrant; and if we take a little Care, God 

will not let us miſcarry for Obedience. Beſides, though 

People bring ill Deſigns, the Majeſty of the Place, the 

Solemnity of the Action, or at leaſt the Zeal of the 
Preacher may ſtifle 'em, and keep in Awe and Reſpect 

the moſt wild Nature, and ſo they who came Sinners, 

may return Penitent. | 
But this concerns not thoſe Meetings where both Sexes 
convene to dance and. ſport. Neither carry Modeſty or 

Reſtraint to thoſe Rendezvons! Theſe Virtues are too 

ſupercilious and cenſorious for the Occaſion; Seriouſ- 

neſs and Thinking are left at home, or diſmiſt at the 

Door, and Piety never obtains a Ticket, fo that People . 

come here unguarded, and Virtue without Defence: 

Beſides, the Parade, the Gaudry, and Gaiety of the Com- 

pany ſollicit hard, and plead for Diſorder. The one be- 
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witches the Eye, the other the Heart: And then Mirth 
emboldens Paſſion, and invites it to Action. Soft Mufick 
doubles the Charm, and wanton Airs reinforce it. They 
diſarm Caution, and enervate Courage ; and then, when 
the Collation has boil'd up the Blood, and put the Hu- 
mours in a Ferment, without Doubt, Virtue is in Dan- 
ger; the Ground is ſlippery, the Tide runs high againſt 
Fleſh and Blood, and will certainly carry down a tender 
Virgin, with a young Virtue, into Indecencies. 

Emil. You are, | perceive, for clapping up Ladies into 
Convents like Veſtals ; or at leaſt for'confining them to 
back Apartments, as in Spain and Italy. But Solitude 
will not agree with our Complexion ; we are of a more 
ſociable 'T'emper : And beſides, I am of an Opinion, that 
Reſtraint is no ſure Guard to Virtue. A Woman of 
Piety will keep up to the Duties of Religion in Company, 
but Retirement will ſcarce ſecure the Honour of a Pro- 
ſtitute. The Italiaus and Spaniſh Donna's are not more 
regular than our's ; tho' there is much Caution in thoſe 
Kingdoms, there is more Miſcarriage: Nay, I have read 
in Lery, that the Braſilian Ladies, where Manteaus are 
out of Faſhion, live within the Bounds of Honour and 
Decency. 

Euſeb. God forbid I ſhould think of cloyſtering up La- 
dies; thoſe Retreats are faſhionable-indeed beyond Seas, 
but they are heterodox and illegal in Exgland. T hey 
have been voted down by both Houſes as uſeleſs and ſu- 
perſtitious, and who dares oppoſe his ſingle Opinion a- 
gainſt the joint Judgment of thoſe grave Senators? Li- 
berty is the darling Privilege of Engliſumen, and the Fond- 
nels reaches the Sex. Keep it in God's Name, but ſtrain 
not the Prerogative, for Liberty in its full Latitude, is a 
greater Nuſance than Slavery ; and to be at Freedom to 
do any thing, is no leſs prejudicial to Society and Man- 
ners, than a Power to do nothing. Virtue conſiſts in a 
- Mean, Ladies muſt not be mew'd up like Nuns on the 
one Side, nor muſt they wander about like Vagabonds 
on the other. I would not have *em kept Priſoners in 
their Mother's Houſe, nor yet be Strangers to it. But 
then, like Priſoners of State, they ſhould not walk abroad 
without a Keeper, and ſhould be debarr'd thoſe Haunts 
that may ſurprize their Vigilance, and aſſail their Virtue. 
Madam Dizah would needs give the Ladies of Lore. a 
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Viſit, ſhe had a Curioſity to, view their Modes, and to try 
their Breeding ; but alas! ſhe loſt her Honour in the 
Voyage, and return'd with leſs Credit than ſhe went. 
I fear our Exg/:iþ Damſels meet with the ſame Adven- 
ture, and buy their Breeding by the Forfeiture of their 
Innocence: For alas! we have Sichems as well as Ca- 
naan, and young Gentlewomen, perchance, not better 
prepar'd for Defence, than the Daughter of aces. 

I have no Talent at Parallels, nor am able to deter- 
mine whether the Spaniſh Donna's Virtue falls ſhort of 
that of our Engl: Ladies. But if they are bad under 
Reſtraint, Liberty will never mend them. Opportunity 
makes the Thief, Temptation preſſes harder, near, than 
at a Diſtance. It riſes upon Sight, for Senſe is ſtronger 
than Memory, and Life than Painting. Now thoſe who 
rack their Wits to find a Temptation, will ſcarce diſ- 
pute againſt it, if it falls in their Way; beſides, free 
Commerce meets more Occaſiens in a Week, than Itali- 
ans, or Spaniſh, under a Confinement, are able to pro- 
cure in a Year. | 

I can give no Account of the Braſilian Modeſty, nor 
intend to argue Pro or Con, whether fine Cloaths, or 
none at all, are more dangerous; however, I would not 
have young Ladies brought up by the Standard of the 
Line. Iam not in Love with your EquinoCtial Caſui- 
ſtry; nor admire the Topinbeian Modeſty half ſo much 
as old Lery. Your Behaviour del Cabo will not reliſh in 
Europe, nor your Adamitical Garments fence Virtue in 
London. Nothing can check Nature but good Principles, 
and great Caution. Nay, Virtue, tho' ſolid, muſt not be 
truſted too far; for if it be preſs'd too Home, *twill 
march off, and give us the Slip. 

Wherefore, to conclude, lead not your Daughters unto 
Balls, without Neceſſity or Civility require their Pre- 
fence, and even ſeldom in thoſe Circumſtances. Such 
Nouriſhment is too ſtrong for weak Stomachs, and I 
{hall not wonder they loſe their Health, if they feed ſo 
foul. To guard Chaſtity without Spot or Stain, is no 
eaſy Task; it moves upon a ſteep Aſcent. Now thoſe 
who talk and laugh can ſcarce ftrain up a Hill. If Care 
and Pains will hardly do, what will become of thoſe 
that are rock'd in Pleaſure, and lie under all the Inſtructi- 
ons of Debauchery ? But I forbear to enlarge upon 
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the Subject, the Practice won't bear a Defence. When 
the Cauſe is naught, we ſhould not ſtrain for Pretences: 
In a Word, it's certain, ſuch Converſations are dange- 
rous, they rouſe bad Humours, they vitiate the Fancy, 
and prepare the Will for Rebellion. 5 

Emil. Too free Converſation is not without ſome In- 
conveniencies; but then confider that Retirement is not 
exempt ; for the Fancy will break Inclofure, tho? the Bo- 
dy be coop'd up; nay, and bring into the Chamber all 
the Species of exterior Objects; and, it's odds, ill Ob- 
jects will crowd in with the innocent, and may proba- 
bly meet with a kinder Reception; for they glide ſmooth- 
ly. upon the Senſe, and then a Girl not much employed, 
may divert Melancholy with the Proſpect. 

Euſeb. You are in the Right, and you prove that the 
moſt ſtrict Recluſe is always within the Reach of Dan- 
ger, but then ſhe ſtands more out of the Way; and if 
the Copy of unlawful Things make ſuch a deep Impreſſi- 
on, the Original would fink deeper. 8 

But firſt, I have provided againſt Idleneſs, by counſel- 
ing you to bring your Daughters up in the Practice of 
thoſe Works that become their Age and Quality; by inu- 
ring them to the Lecture of thoſe Books that feed Devo- 
tion, and delight without Danger. 

Secondly, I only ſpeak againſt the Company of Men; 
they may viſit their own Sex, and paſs away the Time in 
thoſe Recreations, that neither claſh with Decency, nor 
endanger Virtue; and if they grow uneaſy upon ſo ſmall 
a Reſtraint, and fall into Fits of Melancholy, you may 
conclude, the Cauſe of the Diſtemper lurks in the Soul, 
not in the Body, and that the Heart ſhould rather be 
purg'd than the Spleen. Indeed, you ſhould not truſt your 
Child, without good Caution, evenwith her own Sex, for 
all are not ſtaunch. Some are unballaſt, and too light, 
and if they are infected by Pride or Vanity, if they 
languiſh after the fading Pleaſures of the World with Pre- 
judice to Virtue, they may ſcatter the Contagion both by 
Words and Example. | | - 


But let not your Care out-run Prudence. Importune 
not a Daughter at Fifteen with Precepts and Inſtruction, 
you may exceed by Severity, as well as by Indulgence ; 
and by forcing her to be too Good, tempt her to 1 "ih 
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Allow ſome Grains to Youth, and rather wink at light 
Faults, than chaſtize em. You cannot expect at Twelve 
the Maturity of Forty; nor the Stayedneſs and Prudence 
at Fiſteen, as of a Lady of Fifty. Youth is unfurniſh'd 
with Reflection, and ſometimes acts rather by Impulſe 
than Reaſon. Now Time will ſooner heal ſuch Failings 
than Reproof, and Age is a better Doctor for this Di- 
ſtemper than Expoſtulation; for when Correction comes 
often, it loſes its Force, it makes no Impreſſion, and ſome- 
times works the wrong way; 1. e. it's received with a 
Pet, and perchance with a Raillery too ; and thus what 
was intended for a Remedy becomes Poiſon, and rather 
kills than cures. You forfeit your Authority firſt, and 
then the Daughter withdraws her Reſpect and Kindneſs 
to make way for Averſion; and when this unlucky Paf- 
ſion ſteps in, what can be expected but Noiſe and Cla- 
mour ? And God ſend it ends there. Young People are 
headſtrong, and oft'ner follow the Advice of Reſentment 
than of Prudence, A young Lady of my Acquaintance, 
a great Fortune, and handſomely qualified with all the 
Accompliſhments of Art and Nature, flung herſelf away 
upon a Man unworthy to be her Page. I expoſtulated 
the Matter with her, and ſhew'd her the Unbeſeemingneſs 
of the Fact: She eaſily condeſcended ſo far, as to confeſs 
ſhe had done ill, but laid the Fault at her Mother's Door. 
She tired my Patience, faid ſhe, with imperious Repri- 
mands, as if ſhe intended rather to torment than cor- 
rect me. I was either too gay, or too reſerv'd, and no 
more able to pleaſe her in Solitude than in Company. 
When ! pray'd, Bigotry was coming upon me; when I 
read, Madneſs; a Smile was conſtituted Lightneſs ; a 
Frown, ill Nature; fine Cloaths, Vanity; and a common 
Dreſs, Sluttiſhneſs, So, that my Mother play'd either the 
Momas, or the Fury. In fine, I hung continually upon the 
Rack, and the Torment was too ſenſible to be endur'd 
with Patience. I found no Way to break my Chains, but 
by beating out new ones; and caſt my ſelf away, not to 
languiſh in Slavery. I confeſs the Speech touch'd me no 
leſs than her Misfortune; and if I compaſſionated the 
Daughter, I deteſted the Conduct of the Mother. Take 
care, leſt you puſh Severity too far, and miſtake not Fro- 
wardneſs for Correction. I have ſeen the moſt cowardly 
Creatures, when preſs'd, turn upon thoſe that chas'd 
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them, and ſometimes vault from a Tower to fave them- 
ſelves. Great Preſſures cauſe deſperate Attempts, when 
they meet with a violent Paſſion; and whoſoever ſuppo- 
ſes a Senſe of Duty will always over-rule a ſtrong Reſent- 
ment, is ill acquainted with human Nature. Behave your 
ſelf to your Daughter, not like a Jaylor, but as a Com- 
panion: Lay down the Authority of a Miſtreſs, and take 
up all the Kindneſs of a Mother. When you have a 
Child's Heart, you may mould her into any Shape; but 
when you have her Averſion, you may undo her by Re- 
proof, but will never mend 78 | 

When you have brought up a Child in Piety to an Age 
of Maturity, nothing remains for the Diſcharge of your 
Duty, but a Settlement ſuitable to her Education and 
Quality. This is a Matter of the higheſt Concern, and 
thereſore requires much Caution, and long Deliberation : 
For what can't be undone, muſt not be done without 
Thought and Reflection. Croſs not the lawful Inclina- 
tions of a Child, out of a View of Intereſt, nor tie her 


to a Man for whom ſhe has no other Paſſion but that of 


Averſion. When Marriages are made without Love, 
Love often follows without Marriage : And thus you 
force her to be miſerable, and tempt her to reign her 
Virtue and Honour, 

Here is a ſhort Sum of your Duty, and IT could wiſh 
you would ſpend ſome cool” Thoughts upon the Subject, 
it's of Importance, and deſerves Reflection. What is here 
laid down, has nothing hard, nothing of Bigotry ; it nei- 
ther encroaches upon Quality, nor entrenches upon a de- 
cent Freedom; and tho' it did, you muſt remember God 


will not give Heaven gratis; it's a Reward, not a free Gift, 


and ſomething muſt be done to deſerve it. Glory is not 
purchas'd without Labour, nor Wealth without Pains, 
and yet Death cannot with-hold the Soldier from the Pur- 
ſuit of the one, nor the Death of Tempeſt and Quick- 
ſands deter the Merchant from the Chaſe of the other : 
And yet, what are thoſe, if compared to the Treaſures 


God has prepared for the godly in Heaven? If then Men 


drudge for Things ſo fading and tranſitory, how can you 
refuſe to labour for thoſe that are eternal? And if a bare 
Hope of Succeſs perſuades Men to run upon certain Pe- 
rils, methinks the infallible Promiſes of our REG de- 
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ſerve as great a Compliance. Heaven, Madam, is a brave 
Purchaſe. What a charming State is it, that places us a- 
bove Pain, and ſeats us out of the Reach of Death? That 
ſupplies all we can deſire, and removes all we can fear? 
That puts an End to Withes, and a Beginning to the 
Enjoyment of God? . 

Emil. Sir, I thank you for the Pains you have taken, 
and doubt not but God will reward your Charity. I ſhall 
return wiſer, and, I hope, better. But to compleat the 
Favour, be pleas'd to oblige me with your Inſtructions in 
writing. Memory is treacherous, and we often forget 
thoſe Things that ſhould always be remembred : Beſides, 
the Benefit is too important to be confined to a private 
Perſon. My Diſeaſe is epidemical, and you will find 
few Ladies in Court untainted : Pray let the Remedy be 
publick. I will ſend it to the Preſs with your Leave, and 
preſent it to our Sex, with a Dedication, 

Euſeb. You may command me, I will leave the Pa- 
pers at your Diſpoſal, upon Condition you conceal my 
Name, for I have no Inclination to new Engagements. 
Some may complain the Phylick 1s too ſtrong, and then 
the Doctor is in Danger to be greeted with the Title of 
Ignoramus, or Mountebaut. Now ſuch a Sentence pro- 


nounc'd by one Lady, will certainly prejudice my Prac- 


tice, and ruin my Fortune: For a Phyſician's Skill riſes 
and falls by the Opinion of Ladies. Emilia and Lucia 
after ſome Compliments took leave of Euſebius, and 
drove home. They were as calm as a Spring Morning, 
and of Enemies became Euſebius's Admirers. 


DIALOGUE VII. 
Euſebius inſtructs Leander in the Duty of a Soldier. 


WHEN the Ladies were gone, Euſebius ſate down to 

| Dinner with Neander, and invited him to ſpend 
ſome Part of the Evening in the Park. We have been, 
ſaid he, with a Smile, upon hard Service this Morning, 
I have almoſt talk'd my ſelf down; let us breathe a little 
freſh Air in the Park, and reinforce our Spirits, methinks 
mine begin to droop, and call for Relaxation. 


' Neas. 
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Nean. I'Il wait upon you. Age and Labour work up- 
on the Body; I wonder riot your Spirits run low, Diſ- 
courſe, with Life and Vigour, drains the Arteries : How- 

, ever, you are not exhauſted, and, I believe, you have 
ſu fficient Fund of Vitals behind, to furniſh another Con- 
verfation: Zeal buoys up Nature, and repairs the De- 
cays of Age. And now they were taking Coach, when 
in comes a Gentleman call'd Leander. I his was he who 
undertook the Combat againſt Euſebius, and was depu- 
ted by the Club of Debauchees to ask Satisfaction. He 
was a Man of Quality and Title; he bore a conſidera- 
ble Command in the Army, and made no contemptible 
Figure at Court. He had a Senſe of Religion, but his 
Morals anſwered not the Purity of his Faith. However, 
his youthful Sallies ſprung rather from Frailty than Ma- 
lice, and he was carried down the Stream of Senſuality, 
rather by the Perſuaſion of il! Company, than by the In- 
clination of Nature. When he had rioted away his 
Innocence, he ſtill kept good Principles, and could not 
applaud thoſe Crimes he had the Weakneſs to commit. 
Nay, his Conſcience never permitted him to fin with- 
out a Reproach: So, that he was ſure to pay dearly in 
his Chamber for the Liberties he took in the Tavern. 
He always ſinn'd with a Check, and one might read 
Concern in his Forehead, and Guilt in his Face. Eleu- 
therius would needs play the Exorcift, and lay the Devil 
of Conſcience, as he term'd it. Come Leander, ſaid 
he, caft off theſe Qualms, and leave puking, we live by 

Meat and Drink, as they ſay, and Fleſo and Blood will 
never thrive upon School Subticties and Notions. When 
thou canſt bring all Men to be of one Mind, all Fudgments 
to meet upon the ſame Point, and all Couſciences to the 
ſame Gage, then thou mayſt begin to think of Futurities : 
Baz till this be done, lay hold of the preſent, and turn Con- 
ſcience upon the Common; keep it low, and it will leave 
wincing, This Flight of Libertiniſm grated upon Le- 
ander's Hearing, he could not bear the Impiety without 
a Bluſh, and tho' he ſmother'd the Reſentment, his 
Concern was no leſs. For Shame always accompanied his 
Tranſgreſſions, and he could not endure to hear People 
defend one Crime with another, or authorize T ranigret- 
ſions by ridiculing Religion. | 5 
| ut 
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But the laſt Night's Expedition quite turn'd his Sto- 
5 he could by no means diſgeſt ſuch a Meſs of Cur- 


ſes, and thoſe Vollies of Blaſphemies rung ſo diſmal a 


Peal in his Ears, that he thought himſelf in Hell among 
the wretched Crew of the damn'd, and from this Mo- 
ment he reſolv'd to take up, and to bid farewel to thoſe 
unlawful Pleaſures, that firſt lead to Atheiſm, and then 
plunge the Sinner into eternal Torments. He had heard 
of Exſebins, and concluded him to be Man of Merit 
and Piety, becauſe Eleutherius lampoon'd him. For what, 
ſaid he, can ſuch finiſh'd Rakes applaud but Vice, or 
buffoon but Virtue? When therefore the Cabal deter- 
min'd to attack Euſebius, he embraced the Occaſion, and 
offered his Perſon for the Encounter : But his Intention 
was, not to argue, but to learn ; to receive Inſtruction, 
not to hector. | 

At his Arrival, he inform'd Euſebius of his Errand, he 
declar'd his Name, Quality, Circumſtance, and Reſolu- 
tion. 5 

Euſebias declin'd the Task as much as Civility would 
permit: He told him he was better provided to receive, 
than to give Inſtruction; but Leander preſs'd upon him 
too hard to receive a Denial. At laſt, Importunity over- 
came the old Gentleman, and he began thus. You are a 
Soldier, and a Courtier, ſo that your Buſineſs lies in the 
Field, or St. Fames's: In Summer, you lodge under a 
Tent; in Winter, at Court: We will firſt cut you out 
Employment for the Campaign. | 

I 


Euſeb. Courage is the Diana of Soldiers, it's a Kind 


of Camp Divinity, 'and all, from the General to the pri- 
vate Centinel, pay it Homage, and almoſt Adoration: It's 
therefore your Intereſt not to be led away by Notions 
Huſh'd by Error, and fram'd by Caprice. Remember 
one Virtue is never at Variance with another, they live 
in Amity, and entertain a good Correſpondence : But 
you may as ſoon ſtrike Fire out of Ice, as Valour out of 


Crimes. Sin alone arms Death with Terror, Innocence 


dares provoke it; and even charge thro? Hell : For Death 
can only take from pious Chriftians a Life they muſt 
ſurrender to Nature; its Power only reathes the Body, 
and its Dominion expires with our laſt Breath. If you 


ambition the Repute gf a valiant Man, make ſure of 


Virtue; 
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Virtue ; put no Streſs on a fiery Conſtitution, that riſe* 
and falls with the Barometer, a Courage that depends on. 
Seaſons, is precarious, and can be-no more truſted than 
the Winds; it oft'ner flows in the Tavern than in the 
Field, and looks more ſternly on an Enemy's Back, than 
on his Face. 

IT, 


Provide, Leander, for the Chriſtian: If you miſcarry 
under this Character, that of the Soldier will ſcarce 
reſcue you: The Colonel will be uneaſy if the Chriſtian 
be damn'd, nor will all the Bravo's of his Regiment re- 
trieve his Misfortune; ſtand therefore on your own 
Guard, and be as ready to meet Death, as to encounter 
the Enemy. Death, dear Sir, makes its Approaches by 
Surprize, and attacks by Mine and Stratagem, it works 
out of Sight, and often aſſaults without Signal: I muſt 
tell you too, it hates Capitulation, it takes in the van- 
quiſh'd at Diſcretion, and will not hear of a Cartel: 
Nay, it diſtinguiſhes not the General from a common 


Trooper, and has no Regard to Dignity or Commiſſion. 


So that neither the Dake nor the Marſhal will be per- 
mitted to trip back to London, or Paris, upon their Pa- 
role, When once Death has arreſted you, nothing re- 


mains but Hell or Heaven, and both eternal. This Un- 


certainty of Death, made our Saviour fo often preach 
Care and Caution. He bids us ſtand continually upon 
our Guard, and counſels us as a Friend, to prepare a- 
gainſt an Enemy, ſo audacious, and at the ſame Time ſo 
undermining. And certainly, if this Advice be ſea ſona- 
ble for all Mankind, it muſt be very proper for Soldi- 


ers, for they not only run the common Hazards of Men, 


but alſo thoſe that wait upon their Profeſſion. "They car- 
ry about them the Principles of a thouſand Diſtempers, 
and at every Step ſtumble upon foreign Dangers, never 
foreſeen, and ſeldom avoided. Sometimes you beat up 
the Enemy's Quarters, ſometimes he returns to the 
Charge. If you give him a Camrſade, he comes upon 
you with a Reveil Matin: Yet whether you aſſail, or are 
aſſailed, you are equally within the Reach of Danger, 
and nothing but Hazard can protect you: For whoever 
comes in the Way of Bombs and Bullets leaves Security 
behind him. Keep therefore your ſelf clear of Sin, you 
will fight with a good Heart, if a good e tol- 
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lows you to the Engagement, and will either come off a 
Conqueror, or fall a Hero. But if Crimes draw upon the 
Soul, whilſt Muskets and Artillery play upon the Body, 
Fortitude will not long ſtand by you: Courage without 
a good Conſcience trembles at Hell, and leaves a Man 
diſpirited when he moſt needs Support. For who will 
charge an Enemy through Smoak and Fire, that fears the 
next Moment to plunge into everlaſting Sulphur? If there- 
fore you have a mind to fight well, reſolve to live well, 
and whilſt you have Time, think of a Proviſion beyond 
the Grave. 5 | 


Live not in the Camp like a Spabi or ee, at the Oz= © 


zoman Port, meerly for Intereſt, or Glory. Such Pagan 
Motives are below the Dignity of a Chriſtian Cavalier. 


Level your Pretenſions above ſuch baſe Views, and make 


Advantage of Labour and Merit. Can't you ſerve your 
Prince, benefit your Country, oblige Poſterity, deſerve 
the Applauſe of Men, and a Reward in Heaven ? Can 
you not be as brave out of a Senſe of Duty, as of Vanity 
or Intereſt ? Will your Pay be leſs, becauſe you expect a 
Gratification hereafter ? Will your Actions be leſs glori- 
ous, becauſe they receive a Luſtre from Virtue? Raiſe.up 
then your Ambition to this noble Height ; ſtrike at this 
charming Mark, it's worth the while, and fits the Cha- 
racter of a Chriſtian, But it's a Madneſs beyond Fren- 
2 to drudge like Slaves in the Quarries, or Metal Mines, 


or eſpoule continual Dangers, to reſign the Satisfactions 


of Life, for Noiſe and Ceremony, for a few Crowns, 
or a Place in the Gazette, or an airy Huzza of inſignifi- 
cant Mortals, who praiſe by Chance, and blame at Ran- 
dom; who fide with Temerity againſt true Courage, 
and always pronounce in Favour of ſucceſsful Raſhneſs 
againſt unfortunate Prudence and Bravery. 
Notwithſtanding this bewitching Phantom faſcinates 
Soldiers, it heats their Brain, and anvils out a thou- 


ſand Contrivances. Neither Rhetorick is able to ba- 


rangue 'em, nor Logick to reaſon *em out of this unchri- 
ſtian Humour: It's the leaſt reaſonable, and moſt child- 
iſh of all our Follies. To court Death in earneſt, for a 


Life purely in fancy, to fling up all the Advantages of 


this World, and run headlong upon all the Terrers of 
the other for a Panegyrick, is to bottom our Summum Bo- 
| num 
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num on Opinion, and to be happy at other's Courteſy. 
Applauſe is a very indigent, or a very ill- natur'd thing; 
it leaves us where it finds us, and cannot, or will not re- 


trieve the moſt inſignificant Misfortune. Pray in what 


King's Reign did it fill an empty Pocket? When did it 
{et a dizjointed Eſtate? When did it command a difor- 


der'd Pulſe to beat even? Or recal a Man from his 


Grave? Alas! the Expectation of this Life at ſecond 
Hand can only draw fine Landskips in the Imagination, 
and crown the Brain with diverting Thoughts. Now a 
moderate Doſe of Opium will do the Buſineſs with leſs 
Hazard than a Stab, and at leſs Expence than the For- 
feiture of Lite and Limb. 

You intend not, I ſuppoſe, to carry Bravery beyond 
that of the Duke of Laxembargh, nor diſpute Conduct 
with matchleis Tarenne : No, believe me, Sir, you will 
fall ſhort a Bar's length at leaſt of the firſt, and will 
ſcarce come within Cannon-ſhot of the ſecond ; and yet 
theſe mighty Heroes ſleep in their Graves. The admir'd 
Panegy rick of de la Kue could not awake the Duke, nor 
the iwimming Periods of Flechier revive the Viſcount. 


Their brave Actions that fill'd the Gazezres of the laſt 


Age, may perchance appear in the T heatre towards the 
end of this, and if it pleaſe the Poet, not for Triumph, 
but Condemnation. But alas! the Dead are not greater 
for the Efteem of the Living, nor leſs for their Cenſure. 
If a virtuous Motive animated the Enterprizes of theſe 
famous Generals, they have received a Reward; if a vi- 
tious one, they fee] the Puniſhment. Fight therefore in 
a good Cauſe, with a clear Conſcience, and a holy Mo- 
tive, like a Chriſtian, not like a amalzke, or Pagan: 
Provide for your Soul, and God will provide for your 
Honour ; if your Name be forgot in the Annals of Time, 


it will make a noble Figure in thoſe of Eternity. "Thoſe 


invincible Squadrons of Martyrs, who in the Eye of the 
World lived in Contempt, and died in Diſhonour, who 
were laſh'd like Slaves, and executed as Criminals, are 
crown'd with immortal Glory in Heaven, and their very 


Memory breathes Perfumes on Earth, whilſt their Perſe- 


cutors groan in Flame; and God ſeems to have canvey'd 
down their Names to Poſterity onl] for their Puniſhment, 
and our Inſtruction, | 


Lean. 
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| Lean. You adviſe me to ſtand for a good Cauſe: Is it 
the Subject's Buſineſs to enter into the Secrets of the Ca- 
binet, to examine the Reſults of the Privy-Counſel, and 
to ſet up a ſingle Opinion againſt a Royal Declaration? 
With Submiſſion, I always thought it the Duty of Sub- 
jects to obey, not to diſpute with Superiors; they muſt 
be ſuppos'd to command what is juſt, till their Injuncti- 
ons appear evidently unjuſt. For in doubtful Caſes Pre- 
ſumption ſtands for the Government; and this Deference 
we indiſpenſably owe to Authority, otherwiſe I ſee not 
how the chief Magiſtrate can maintain Peace and Tran- 
quillity. I confeſs, it's my Opinion, and has always 
been my Practice. . 

Euſeb. Had all Men kept up to your Principles, leſs 
Blood had run from Eugliſh Veins the laſt Age, and leſs 
Coin from their Purſes. But when the Prince's Preroga- 
tives are clip'd, his Orders queſtion'd by the Multitude, 
when Jack and Tom erect Tribunals of Right and Wrong 
in every Tavern, and an Amſterdam Colitee-houſe Club 
uſurps the Power of reviewing the Proclamations of Mhite- 
hall, what can be expected but Tumult and Deſtruction? 
When therefore the Government declares War, a Sub- 
ject muſt ſuppoſe it lawful, unleſs he can oppoſe ſtrict 
Evidence, and he may fight with a ſafe Conſcience un- 
der his lawful Prince's Standard in this Conjuncture. But 
this is not the preſent Caſe; I hinted at a Practice unjuſt 
in my Opinion, though ordinary. Young Gentlemen 
without Employment at home, try Conclufions abroad: 
They purſue Commiſſions in Tolland, France, and Ger- 
many, and ſell their Service, as Jockies do Horſes, to 
him that bids moſt ; their Swords diſtinguiſh not Right 
from Intereſt, they ſtand not upon the Niceties of Ca- 
ſuiſtry, nor trouble themſelves with the Notions of Ju- 
ſtice ; their Buſineſs is to ſecure Money without forma- 
lizing upon the Means, and ſuppoſe their Cauſe good, if 
their Commiſhon be creditable, and lucrative. 

Lean. Permit me, Sir, to interpoſe ; methinks you 
bind up unprovided Gentlemen to hard Circumſtances, 
and icrew up the Morals of the Goſpel fome Points too 
high. f Suppoſe I plead hard for a Regiment under Philip 
the Fifth, but falling ſhort of my Expectation, I addreſs 
my ſelf to Charles the Third, and obtain a Commiſſion; 
1s this Conduct ſinful? _ | : 

N 2 | Euſeb. 
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Euſebh. Had you been pleas'd to have ſuffered me to 
proceed, you had receiv'd an Anſwer to this Qzare, I 
therefore explain my Mind thus. An Enghtſhizan has no : 
Dependance on foreign States, and therefore cannot enter 2 
into their Quarrels at random, he muſt be convinc'd, ü 
before he draws his Sword, the Party's Right ſtands up- 
on fair Reaſons, and plauftble Grounds ; for an Officer 
thus in Commiſſion is a kind of Lawyer, with this only 
Difference, that the one pleads his Client's Cauſe at the 
Bar, the other in the Field; the one with his Tongue, the 
other with his Sword; and as no Lawyer can undertake 
the Defence of a Cauſe deſtitute of Proofs, that found a 
rational Probability ; ſo no Gentleman can enter into an 
extern Service without a previous Information of the Ju- 
ſtice of the Quarrel he engages to defend. Now, tho 

it be certain, that if Philip has Right to the Spaniſh Mo- 
narchy, Charles has none; and that if this Prince has, 
Philip is an Uſurper, (for two can have no Right at the 

_ ſame Time to the ſame Thing) yet becauſe Juriſts are di- 
vided upon the Queſtion, and both ſupport their Title by 
probable Arguments, a Stranger may fide with either, 1 
but then he cannot ſheer off from one to the other. For { 


=> 
Pr 


then he is ſure to gſpouſe the Wrong againſt the Right, 
becaule Juſtice ſtands not for both. I caution'd you a- 
gainſt this Game of Faſt and Looſe, Under-Officers of- 
ten play at. Irs. neither Genteel Hor Chriſtian, chooſe Þ? 
your Side, in God's Name, but then let not a fairer Pro- 
ipect of Advantage draw you over to the Enemy. In- 
deed this ſhifting of Colours is rather the Practice of Sol- 

F diers than Commanders. But theſe ſometimes are guil- 
ty, and as the Conſequences in theſe are more dangerous, 
fo their Crime is leſs pardonable. | 

Lean. I take your Meaning. A Subject muſt ſtand 
up for the Defence of his lawful Prince and Country, a- 
gainſt the Attempt of a foreign Enemy, without entring 
upon a Diſquiſition of the Juſtice of the War. But who- 
ever enters into the Service of a foreign State, actually 
cngaged in War, muſt be perſuaded upon rational 
Grounds the War is juſt. And when he has ſtruck in 
with one Side, he cannot retreat to the other during the 
{:me War, unleſs he receives new Information. 
Euſeb. You comprehend me. 


Lean. 
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Lean. I am of your Opinion, and ſubſcribe to your 
Reaſon ; for by ſo doing, we run headlong into a fatal 
Neceflity of upholding Wrong againſt Right. For tho? 
the Titles of both the Pretendants may carry a fair 
Outſide, yet it's certain, at the Bottom, one is defec- 


tive. Pray now go on. 
: IV. 


Euſeh. Wage not War like Canibals or Tartars, Com- 
miſſion reaches the Guilty, but gives no Power over the 
Innocent; Soldiers may come within the Statute of Mur- 
der, as well as Pads on the Highway, and may be as 
guilty of Thefts as Eve-droppers, or Cut: purſen. Thou 
ſhalt not murder, thou ſhalt not ſteal, are comprehenſive 
Precepts, they take in the Camp as well as the City, and 
are no leſs binding in the Field, than in Winter-Quar- 
ters. Keep therefore your Men up to Order and Diſ- 
cipline, and as you reward their Valour, ſo puniſh their 
Crimes. Look upon Maradures as a Nuſance to the 
Camp, as a Shame to the Profeſſion, and a Plague to 
Mankind. They muſt not be countenanc'd as Soldiers, 
but executed as Felons. They ſhould receive no better 
Quarter from their Officers, than they give the Peaſants, 
nor find more Mercy, when taken, than they ſhew when 
they rifle Villages. V bo hinders not a Crime, ſays Sene- 
ca, commits it. The Rapes and Violences of a Soldier 
rebound on the indulgent Commanders, and by Conni- 
vance they adopt them. | 

The great Beliſarius has left Generals a noble Model, 
and points out a ſhort, but ſure Way to Victory. Know, 
Companions, ſaid he, I am come to fight, not ſo much 
wth Weapons of Steel, as with the Arms of Juſtice and 
Religion : Without theſe,how can we expect Victory, or hope 
for Succeſs * My Camp ſhall not be polluted with Rapine, 
nor your Swords with Cruelty. Without Fuſtice, Courage is 
weak, and a wicked Hero will turn his Back to an innocent 
Coward. This ſhort Harangue aw'd the Soldier, and 
frighted him into Reſpect and Modeſty. Nay, it raiſed 
the General fo high in the Efteem of all the [ralians, that 
it's hard to determine, whether they admired more his 
Conduct and Bravery, or his Diſcipline. The very 
Clowns loved the Legionaries, as their Brethren, and al- 
moſt ador'd the General as a tutelar Divinity. Never 
Man undertook greater Things with a leſs Army, nor 

N 3 came 
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came off with more Glory, With ſcarce twelve thouſand 
Soldiers he clear'd Africa of T yrants, and Italy almoſt 
of the Goths; he not only retook Rome, but ſubdued Vi- 
tiges at the Head of a hundred thouſand Men, and led 
him captive to Conſtantizople, Thus we ſee Succeſs 
oft'ner follows Order and Diſcipline, than Numbers, and 
that Virtue, with a ſmall Retinue, over-matches Vice 
with a greater. | | | 

Lean, I confeſs it were to be with'd that our Generals 
had more Authority, and the Soldiers better Diſcipline. 
But alas! theſe Qualities are out of Faſhion, and Obe- 
dience that once made the Glory of Soldiers, is now be- 
come their Shame. | 

Euſeb. If you are unable to bridle the Militia's Inſo- 
lence, quit your Poſt, it's better to reſign your Commiſſ- 
on than your Innocence, and more ſafe to lay down your 
Command, than to forfeit your Soul. He is unfit for 
Rule, that cannot command Obedience. | 

I have ſeen Armies licentious beyond Meaſure, and in- 
ſolent to Exceſs; one would have thought Attila with his 
Hun, was once more return'd to plague Chriſtendom : 
Terror march'd before the Camp, Deſolation accompa- 
ny'dit, and a thouſand Imprecations of undone Peaſants 
follow'd it. Mahomet could not have acted more bloody 
Tragedies in Europe: Nor the moſt irritated Chriſtian 
Prince in Aſia. They ſtorm'd more Purſes than Towns, 
and wheePd off from Counterſcarps, to aſſault Hen- 
Rooſts and Sheep-cotes. They ſeem'd to take the Field, 
not to fight, but to plunder ; and whillt the lawleſs Sol- 
diers ſcatter'd Ruin with Fire and Sword, the Generals 
ſpread Deſolation with Safeguards : So that the Protecti- 
on of thefe, was more expenſive than the Avarice of thoſe, 
and Kindneſs was no leſs cruel than Fury. The Diſorder 
was evident, though the Cauſe of it was diſputed ; ſome 
arraign'd the Weakneſs, others the Avarice of the Offi- 
cers, and ſome the Inſolence of the Soldiers. But whilſt 
every one complain'd, the Miſchief run on without Li- 
mit, and only then a Remedy was applied, when the 
Diſeaſe was paſt Cure, z. e. when the Country could loſe 
no more, nor the Army gain any more: And yet theſe 
fine Pranks were play'd among Friends and Allies. But 
if Friendſhip be fo chargeable, it's not worth the Pur- 
chaſe, and I had rather lay my all at the Mercy of a F _ 
Ts On ee a, 1545 
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than to give it to the Avarice of a Friend; for I believe 
he is no richer that is begzar'd by his Protector, than he 
that is ruin'd by his Enemye And, methinks, to be hugg'd 
or piſtol'd to Death, is an equal Misfortune. You know, 
Sir, how many Jraelites fell for the Sacrilege of one Man, 
and nothing could appeaſe God's Anger, but the Execu- 
tion of the Offender. How many Armies have melted 
away into nothing for the ſame Cauſe ? Mortal.ty ſwept 
away whole Companies without Remedy, and buried 
Regiments without Honour. Though Soldiers and Offi- 
cers ſmile at theſe Exorbitances, they will hereafter 
change their Mirth into a more doleful Key, unleſs they 
deteſt with Horror thoſe Injuſtices, they now applaud 
with Inſolence. You muſt never draw your Sword but 
to defend Juſtice, and a General's commanding Staff, 
like the Club of Hercules, muſt always be heaved up to 


quell Monſters. 
V 


Tho” a Soldier's Life be honourable, yet we muſt grant, 
that of all Profeſſions it's the moſt miſerable. . The Prero- 
gative of a private Centinel above a Slave lies only in the 
Name, and the Advantage, if any, ſtands for the Gallerian: 
For the Soldier is tied to continual Duty, and, like a Va- 
gabond, is without Houſe, and often without Cover. He 
is unprovided of Neceſſaries to ſupply his Wants, and of 
Patience to ſupport 'em without Murmur. Yet he aban- 
dons his Friends, bids his Country farewel, to range a- 
bout the World (like the wild Tartars in Tents) he 
throws himſelf upon Poverty, under a foreign Climate, 
and affronts Death for a Groat a Day. What an incon- 
ſiderable Salary is here for a Toil ſo ſlaviſn, crowded 
with ſuch a multitude of Dangers, and ſo far removed 
from the very Hope of Preferment? Yet ſome Officers, 
in ſpight of Laws, both Human and Divine, divide this No- 

thing, and ſo ſtarve the Soldier to feed their Pride and 
Debauchery. They live high at others Expence, and 
carry on the Camp Diverfion (Gaming) by Extortion. 
This Pandora's Box pours out a hundred Plagues upon the 
Army, for the Soldier muſt live; if therefore the Cap- 
tain purloins the Pay, and ſets it aſide to retrieve an un- 
lucky Caſt, or to ſtop a Camp- Lady Mouth, muſt he 
not draw Bills of Exchange upon the Country, i. e give 
the Signal to plunder at Diſcretion, and upon his Honour 

| 4 promiſe 
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promiſe Impunity ? I once took the Liberty to check a 
Captain for a Conduct ſo unchriſtian, and unnatural. 
Faith, Sir, ſaid he, the Cards run unkindly the other 
Day, my Guineas deſerted to the Enemy, and I muſt re- 
cruit, This is the only Way, and Cuſtom has prevailed, 
So have, anſwer'd I, a great many ill Things beſides. 
The higheft Extravagances can plead a Preſident, and if 
this ſufficed to authorize an Action, Whores and Rogues 
would have a fine Time, and theſe ſcandalous Profeſſi- 
ons would become not only reputable, but innocent. 
But, Sir, Cuſtom, without Reaſon, is no better than 
Vice triumphant. | | 80 
Beſides, it cheriſnes Deſertions, and ſo injures the Prince 
as well as the Subject. Who will drudge meerly for Ba- 
ſtinado's and Beggary ? This is uneaſy, and thoſe are nei- 
ther creditable nor pleaſing. Nay Pain and Miſery are 
inſupportable, unleſs corrected by ſome ſweet'ning Ingre- 
dients; Jike Pills, they muſt be gilt to go dawn: For, be- 
lieve me, Pain with Soldiers over-rules Duty, and Senſe 
of Indigence works ſtronger than that of Honour; their 
Reaſon is in the Oar, unpoliſh'd, and almoſt unfit for 
Service. Diſcourſe and Reflection run very low with 
them, and Conſcience lower. What then can keep theſe 
poor Wretches to their Colours, if their Subſiſtence be 
withdrawn? Nothing in Hand, with nothing in Reverfi- 
on, is Beggary for Life. Such a State is miſerable beyond 
Parallel, it's a kind of Damnation that diſcards a Man not 
only of all Comfort, but even of Hope and Expectation, 
that buoy up the Spirits of Slaves. Their Fortune being 
ſo low, they know it cannot fink lower, and then it's na- 
tural by ſhifting Sides to endeavour to be better, and thus 
we ſee Regiments grow thin without Battle, without 
Diſeaſes, and Companies broken by meer Deſertion. Se- 
verity will never heal this Evil. Deſpair forces People 
upon ſtrange Courſes. He who receives daily Unkind- 
neſs from his Officer, and Injuſtice too, will rather for 
once venture the Gallows, than continually groan under 
the Tyranny. | | 
Lean. Why don't the Soldiers complain ? LY are 
free-born Subjects, and under the Protection of the Law. 
Euſeb. Complain when the Plaintiff ſtands at the Bar, 
and the Defendant fits on the Bench, on which fide will 
the Balance turn ? The Informer is immediately clapp'd 


up 
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up for Mutiny, and thus, at the ſame Time, he forfeits his 
Pay, and lays his Life at the Mercy of a Coxrt- Marſhal. 
This Camp- Juſtice is ill-natur'd and quick too; a Man is 
ſent into the other World in a Moment, not for his own, 
but others Crimes, Good God | to take a Man's Purſe, 
and then to bar him the Liberty to complain; to ſtretch 
him on the Rack, and then to torment him becauſe he 
groans, has more of the Tyrant than of the Judge, and 


ſavours more of the Officer's Prerogative, than of the 


Liberty and Property of the Soldiers. It's the Duty 
of the high Officers to look into the Comportment of 
the lower ; to ſtop theſe Grievances by Puniſhment or 
Caſheering; if they wink at ſuch Offenders, God will 


not connive at their criminal Indulgence. Lew:s the 


Fourteenth, in my Preſence, did an Action worthy of his 
Greatneſs: Two Soldiers were led to Execution, as he 
enter'd into the Town; the poor Wretches cry'd out 
Mercy, and the King ſtopp'd ; he enquir'd the Cauſe of 


their Puniſhment, and when he was told they had left 


their Colours, turning to the Priſoners, Friends, faid 
he, what mov'd you to leave my Service, were you paid? 
They replied, no: He ſent for the Officers upon the Spot, 
examin'd the Accuſation, and finding them guilty, he 
tore their Commiſhons, broke their Swords, and pardon'd 
the Priſoners. This Piece of Juſtice ſhould ſtand upon 
Record for a Preſident, for an Example to Generals, and 
for a Terror to under Officers ; and were it ſometimes 
practis'd, I believe Deſertion might be leſs frequent, and 
by . Camp-Executions. 


Treat your Soldiers like Men, with Civility, not like 
Afles, with Clubs; Cruelty may break Bones, but will 
never heal Faults. I have ſeen the Cane raiſe Indignati- 
on often, but never Sorrow ; it fetches out thoughts of 
Revenge, but inſtils no purpoſe of Amendment. People 
may be perſuaded by Reaſon, not beaten by Blows out 
of their Errors. I was acquainted with a Captain; he 
was a Man of Punctilio, and Ceremony, better at his 
Tongue than at his Weapon; he ſwore better than he 
fought, and was more famous for caning his Company, 
than for ſtorming Half-moons. This young Huff com- 
manded a Serjeant to pay him Reſpect, and follow'd the 
Command with this quaint Rodomontade, B. G. if you don't 
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PII make a Devil of you. But under his Worſhip's Favour, 
his Power anſwer'd not his Will, in ſpight of Menace, 
the Serjeant remain'd a Man, and a Chriſtian, whilſt 
my young Commander put on the Fiend ; he was in- 
deed unfurniſh'd of Horns and cloven Feet, but under 
the Shape of a Man he poſleſs'd all the Malice of Satan. 
He affected Reſpect, and by exacting it with Haughti- 
neſs, and Empire, he fell into Contempt; for the Com- 
pany huzza'd the Expreſſion, and burleſqu'd my Gentle- 
man by turning it to Ridicule. Nay, the Drollery went 
ſo far, that the Spark was forc'd to throw up his Com- 
miſſion: And thus, inſtead of metamorpholing the other 
into a Devil, he made a Fool of himſelf. David, with his 
Harp, cured Saul, and play'd down the evil Genius that 
haunted him; but certainly Curſes and Imprecations 
have not that healing Quality. A Man may ſwear him- 
ſelf into Hell, but he'll ſcarce blaſpheme another into his 
Duty ; this horrid Cuſtom muſt be baniſh'd without Re- 
ſerve, without Limitation ; it's too foul to be ſcreen'd by 
any Pretext of Affront or Inſolence; it grates upon hear- 
ing ; it's diſhonourable to our Almighty Creator, and 
dangerous in Example. Can't an Officer right himſelf 
without affronting God? Can't he exact Obedience, 


without diſobeying the Laws of Heaven ? Or has he a 


Mind to correct a Soldier's Offence at the Expence of his 
own Innocence, and to purchaſe Reſpect at the Price of 
Damnation? 8 
There are other Means to let People know their Di- 
ſtance, without being ill- natur'd, or impious: Put on a 
handſome Behaviour, let the Soldier have his Due, hear 
his Grievances with Patience, and redreſs em with Expe- 


dition. When he offends, uſe Reproof oft'ner than the Cane, 


and correct not one Fault by committing another. Let 
not damn'd Dog, Devil, or Son of a Whore, paſs your Lips, 
the Dialect is unbeſeeming a Gentleman, and below a 
Chriſtian. Tho! there be a Difference between a private 


Centinel and an Officer, yet ſuch Language magnifies the 


Inequality beyond Proportion, they are of the ſame Spe- 
cies, and inherit equally the common Prerogatives of the 
Kind; they have the ſame Relation to God, to Reaſon, 
and Immortality. The Centinel has five Senſes, the Ge- 
neral has no more; and if the private Soldier be vir- 


tuous, and the Officer vicious, the whole Adyantage lies 
| Ta 
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on his Side. Indeed one has a Commiſſion, but this is 
often the Effect of Chance or Money, not of Merit; 
and though it may ſet you upon the higher Ground, it 
adds nothing to your real Worth. The Equality there- 
fore being ſo even, let not the Treatment be diſpropor- 
tion'd ; reflect you ſpeak to Men, not to Beaſts; to free- 
born Subjects, not to Slaves. 

Be generous and free, give not too much to Familiarity, 
nor ſtand off in Reſerve. Be couragious in the Field, mo- 


derate in Converſation; and if you model your Conduct 


by theſe Rules, Men will eſteem your Parts, and reſpect 
your Perſon ; but if you intend to baſtinado Soldiers in- 
to Reſpect, or to hector em into Love, you will mils of 

our Aim. Theſe are the Effects of Kindneſs, not of 

iolence ; you may, perchance, have their Hats, but 
not their Hearts; they will fear, but never love you. 
Now Fear is commonly-the Parent of Hatred, and when 
this Paſſion has once ſeiz'd on the Soldiers, I would coun- 
ſe] the Offier to withdraw; he is leſs ſecure among his 
Guards, than in the Battalions of the Enemy. For Ha- 


tred isdaring, and ſeldom fails of doing Miſchief when 


it has-the Advantage. 
1 „„ Wb. 4 
Leander, puniſh Faults, in God's Name, but with the 
Mercy of a Judge, not with the Cruelty of a Tyrant. 
Convince the Regiment of vour Behaviour, Juſtice pro- 
nounced the Sentence, not Paſſion, and remember Com- 


- paſſion in the heighth of Severity. Leave fome Time 


between the Sentence and the Execution; who is brought 
in guilty to Day, may be found not guilty to Morrow ; 
it's never too late to execute a Criminal, but always too 
ſoon to murder an Innocent. Beſides, Death is a Mo- 
ment on which an Eternity depends. Is it not therefore 
a Cruelty beyond the Barbarity of Tyrants to throw a 
poor Creature off the Ladder in a Hurry, before he re- 
flects where he is going? Did not Chrift redeem a pri- 
vate Centinel, as well as a General? Becauſe he has for- 
feited his Claim to Life, has he no Pretenſion to Heaven? 
Give him therefore Time to provide for the Future, that 
he may be happy in the next World, tho' he goes out 
of this on a Scaffold. Let him have Leiſure to ſurvey 
the preſent State of his Soul, to prepare for a Removal, 
and to arm himſelf with Sorrow for the fatal Blow. F 8 
| | ni 
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niſh him a Divine for Comfort and Inſtruction; a Man 
under the Apprehenſion and Terror of Death, wants 
ſome Support; Courage alone will not keep him in an 
equal Situation, nothing but an Atheiſtical Bravery or 
Chriſtian Sanctity can ſweeten the Paſlage, and abate its 
Horror; i. e. to receive the Stroak without Concern, 
we muſt have led ſuch virtuous Lives as give us a firm 
Hope of future Bliſs, or believe we end in nothing, and 
ſo ſhall neither be capable of Happineſs or Miſery. 

I believe few Soldiers, at this Pinch, receive much Re- 
lief from the Proſpect of their paſt Lives: For tho? Vir- 
tue be their Buſineſs, it ſeldom finds a Place in their 
Thoughts, much leſs in their Practice. In the Summer 
their Minds run upon Sieges, Battles, or Plunder, and 
are continually on the catch for Booty or Slaughter. In 
Winter they plunge into Debauchery, and try, by indulg- 
ing Senſe, to blot out the Memory of paſt Fatigues: So 
that their Lives are a Tiſſue of Rebbery or Riot; they 
live in a State of Sin, and by conſequence march on 
through daily Tranſgreſſions to Damnation. 
A poor Creature, who has not finn'd away the Belief of 
another World, nor ſteel'd his Conſcience, muſt be ſtunn'd 
when he ſees Death before him, a thouſand unnatural 
Crimes within him, a judge upon the Bench ready to 
pronounce the Sentence, and Devils to execute it; this 
diſmal Proſpect will pall his Spirits, and, may ſooner caſt 
him into Fits of Deſpair, than into Tranſports of Sorrow. 
The Devil will eaſily perſuade him God is as inexorable 
as the Court-Marſhal, and that he will fall from the Gib- 
bet into unquenchable Flames. | 

Now a charitable Divine may remove theſe Terrors, 
by opening the Mercies of God, and the boundleſs Trea- 
ſures of his Goodneſs; he may bring him to Repentance 
by an expreſſive Repreſentation of the Torments below, 
and of the Joys above; and will an Officer that profeſles 
Chriſtianity, that knows God will treat him in the next 
World, as he deals with his Brother in this, refuſe fo 
ſmall a Condeſcenſion ? | | 15 

But if the Criminal be tainted with Atheiſtical Princi- 
ples, he may, indeed, die without Concern or Apprehen- 
ſion of the Future; but alas! will the Disbelief of God 
exempt him from Judgment, or of Hell, from Fire and 
Brimſtone? Tho' an Atheiſt places God among the Chi- 

mera's. 
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mera's, he is a very real Thing, and tho' he rallies upon 
Hell, he will ſcarce laugh out his Flames. No, he will 
certainly know there is a God by the Sentence of Dam- 
nation, and tho? his Reaſon diſown'd a. Hell, Senſe will 
confute the Error. Now a little Time, and good Coun- 
ſel may reclaim ſuch a Creature, and a precipitated Ex- 
ecution will certainly damn him. Is it not worth the 
while to make a Tentative at leaſt? If he refuſe Advice, 
his Miſcarriage will lie at his own Door ; if you deny him 
Timeand an Inſtructor, God will caſt it at yours. 

Let him alſo, if poſſible, receive the Holy Sacrament, 
the Means inftituted by our Saviour for Salvation are his 
Right ; and whoſoever invades this, ſtands guiity at God's 
T ribunal of ſomething more hideous than Murder. God 


reveng'd the innocent Blood of Abel on guilty Cain, and 


Will he wink at the Damnation of a Soul? No, no; thoſe 
who ſhut the Gate of Mercy againſt their Brethren, mure 
it up againſt themſelves, they provoke God to retaliate 
their Cruelty in the next World, and oftentimes in this; 
and if he ſuffers ſuch Monſters to flouriſh, we may be 
ſure he is angry, for preſent Impunity is the deepeſt Re- 
venge, becaule it forebodes a future Miſery. Plead not 
the Severity of military Laws, no Court of human Ju- 
ſtice has Power over Souls, theſe come not within the 
Verge of their Juriſdiction. God alone is their lawful 
Judge; to diſpenſe Rewards, and ordain Puniſhments, is 
his Prerogative. ' | 
— WE Lbs 
Procure a Chaplain, that your Regiment may be train'd 
up in the Diſcipline of Chriſt, as well as of Mars: But 
be circumſpect in the Choice, receive not thoſe who ſeek 
a Sanctuary in the Camp againſt the Purſuit of their Bi- 
ſhops; ſuch Men are more fit for a Jayl, than for the 
Pulpit, and rather deſerve Penance than Preferment. 
Thoſe who caſt off all Care of their own Souls, will ſcarce. 
take to Heart the Salvation of their Neighbour ; and 


thoſe who run down Virtue in Practice, will not heartily 


preach it up at the Head of the Regiment. It's more 
probable, they will improve thoſe Vices in the Army they 
took up itt Town, and finiſh the Debaucheries in Flanders 


they only began in England. I ſaw the Chaplain of an 


Hanoverian Regiment run twice the Gauntlet in a pub- 


lick Street, and then turn'd out of his Regiment for his Be- 


haviour. 
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haviour. Indeed the Puniſhment was extraordinary, but 
his Manners deſerv'd it, and the Officers concluded no- 
thing but a publick Animadverſion was able to atone for 
the Heinouinets of the Scandal. How are Men that want 
Reformation likely to reform Soldiers? They may open 
the Gate to Diſorders, and ſcatter the Plague they carry 
about 'em, but will never ſtop the Current of one Vice, 
either by Counſel or Inſtruction. 

You muſt have a Man of an approv'd Virtue, whoſe 


Example edifies as well as his Tongue, and who, tho” 


he preaches well, lives better. A Man that neither flat - 
ters the Pride of ſome, nor keeps pace with the unwar- 
rantable Ambition of others ; who neither courts Great- 
neſs, nor fawns on Dignity, but is above all the little 
Views of Intereſt and Pleaſure. A Man who hopes for no- 
thing, will fear nothing, he will ng more pardon Vice in 
Commiſſion, than in the Centry-Box, and will no more 
ſuffer the Exceſſes of a Colonel, than of a private Sol- 
dier. A Man that matches Zeal with Prudence, and 
knows how to time Reproof, and nick Exhortation, will 
do Wonders, tho' he works no Miracle; he will neither 
ſtretch his Patent out of Arrogance, nor ſhrink it out of 
Baſeneſs and Servility ; but will keep up to his Character, 
and maintain the Dignity of his Foſt, and the Preroga- 
tive of his Profeſſion, and indeed who does otherwiſe ex- 
poles himſelf to Contempt, renders his Inſtructions in- 


ſignificant, and makes himſelf deſpicable and cheap. 


What a Reformation would a Chaplain thus equip'd 
make in a Regiment? No Vice would withſtand his Zeal, 
no Sin appear in his Preſence, his Words would be re- 
ceiv'd like Oracles by the Soldiers, and the whole Regi- 
ment would fear him as a Cenſor, and love him as a Fa- 
ther ; and when once a Soldier is taught to live well, he 
is fit for any Enterprize : For whoever dares look the 
other World in the Face, will charge thro? all the Ter- 
rors of this. | 

| Si IX. 

When the General commands you upon Service, re- 
ceive his Orders with Submiſſion, and execute *em with 
Valour; regard lefs the Difficulty of the Enterprize, than 
your Duty ; and when you have done your Part, leave 
the Event to Providence. Succeſs oftentimes lies out of 


our Reach, and forfakes Prudence and Valour to wait 
| on 
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on Temerity; lay your Deſigns with Wiſdom, carry em 
on with Reſolution, and you have diſcharg'd your Duty. 

Expoſe not your Perſon out of a meer ,Punctilio, nor 
refuſe a Poſt out of a Proſpect of Danger; Life is more 
valuable than Grimace, and leſs than Reputation. It's 
worth coming into the World to make a handſome and 4 
honourable Exit, and more creditable for a Cavalier to 
fall in the Field, than to come off with Intamy. 

[ laugh at thoſe fiery Hot-ſpurs, who (like Salaman- 
ders) can only breathe in Smoak and Flames; they are 
never well but when they ſtand within an Inch of Ruin; 
they are for trying a Rubber at Loggerheads with Can- 
non- Bullets, and for knocking out their Brains againſt 

_ Half-Moons and Baſtions; nay, they cannot live out of 
the Reach of the Enemy's Batteries, and are ready to ex- 
pire out of Fear of living too long ; they dun the General 
to be ſent upon every Attack, when neither Duty nor 
Prudence require their Service, and, like the Indian Wo- 
men, who rave to caft themſelves upon their Husband's 
Funeral-pile, bear a Repulſe with Indignation. Now in 
my Judgment this is to miſtake Courage for Temerity, 
and to place Bravery in Folly. | | 
F. V. was of this Temper; he bore a Command in the 
Cavalry, yet in ſpight of Difluaſion would leave his 
Horſe to court Honour on Foot, he ſtorm'd a Counter- 
ſcarp, and was the firſt Man that fell in the Action; he 
run on without Reaſon, and was brought off without 
Life, without Reputation; all pitied his Misfortune, tho' 
no Body excus'd his Conduct, ſome ſtiled him brave, but 
not one durſt venture to call him prudent. Bullets di- 
ſtinguiſh raſh Volunteers in the Crowd, and Providence 
ſcems to withdraw its Protection from Stragglers, and to 

leave 'em to the Government of another Influence. | 

I know indeed'we throw this Heat on a Pretence of 
Preferment. We muſt, cry they, diſtinguiſh our ſelves 
from the Crowd, and do more than our Fellows to plead 
Merit. A Soldier indeed muſt look above his own Sta- 
tion, he who confines his Defires to a moderate Poſt, de- 
ſerves none ; to be content with a mean Commiſſion, 
marks a narrow Soul, and ungenerous Inclination ; it's 
a Symptom of more Flegm than Heat, and that he is ra- | 
ther cut out for a Shop, than for the Camp. Diſtinguiſh | 
therefore your ſelf, in God's Name, but affect not to | 

| be 
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be remarkable for Folly: Tho' Bezhlem be in the Way to 
Hog ſden, certainly it lies out of the Road to Promotion. 
Lite was given by our Almighty Creator for a noble End, 
and therefore we muſt not expoſe it fooliſhly ; I would 
no more throw it up out of a Bravado, than out of a Pet, 
nor ſacriſice it raſhly in a Fight, more than in a Duel. 
But when a noble Occaſion preſents ; an Occaſion that 
will ſtand the Ordeal of Reaſon, and can be pleaded to 
Advantage, tho? it be not follow'd by Succeſs, let it not 
ſlip by, but lay hold of it with Joy and Tranſport, and 
thank the General for the Honour of the Opportunity. 
Exert a Reſolution equal to the Difficulty, and do to the 
height of the Enterprize. Diſcover nothing that is low, 


nothing that is boiſterous, nothing that argues Fear, or 


betrays Preſumption; be more ſolicitous how to go on, 
than how to come off, and take a greater Care of your 
Carriage, than of your Life. Theſe Occafions are not 
rare in our modern Camps ; they open a fair Proſpect to 
Preferment by giving Matter to Courage, and Merit to 
work upon, and tho* we fall, it's in the Diſcharge of our 
Duty; and ſuch a Man may look this World in the Face, 
and, what is more, the other too, if nothing elſe hinders. 
To die in the Defence of our Poſt is honourable in the 
fight of Men, and of God alſo, if we refine our Motive, 


and diſpute our Ground out of a Point of Duty: Nay, 


it's an eaſy Paſſage, tho' violent, for a Bullet or a Rapier 
does our Buſineſs more gently than a Fever. 


If your Merit raiſes you to the noble Degree of Gene- 
ral, let your Zeal for your Prince fly as high as your Sta- 
tion; Favours call for Gratitude, and a Subject can only 
return this natural Duty- by Service. Remember in the 
firſt Place you are to act as a publick Perſon, and there- 
fore no private Deſign muſt regulate your Conduct. The 
Honour of a brave Action may carry you off, but your 
Maſter muſt go away with the Profit. | 

High Poſts are intoxicating, they often fly up to the 
Brain, and turn our Heads; they take away-the Memo- 


ry of our former State, and perſuade us we are not Men 


ſo ſoon as we become great. Tho' we are never ſo big, 

ſuch a Conceit makes us little, and gives a convincing, 

Proof, that our Judgment falls ſhort of our Dignity. A- 

las! theſe ornamental Privileges are but a decent 1 7 50 
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Hiſh that lies on the Superficies ; they are a Royal Im- 
preſſion ſtampt upon us; but this changes not the Metal, 
this gives no intrinfick Value, but either ſuppoſes Merit 
or Favour : Belides, ſuch an over-weening Conceit of 
your ſelf is a Mark of Pride. Now this, tho' practis d by 
all, is hated by every one, it tempts even thole who made 
you great, to make you leſs, and draws your Friends to 
be Enemies, it will alienate your Officers, and if you 
have not their Hearts, you will want their Hands upon 
Occaſion; For whoever wiſhes another lower, will en- 
deavour to bring him down, "+ | 

Beware of Raſhneſs; this is the Bane of Generals, yet 
they eaſily ſlip into it, becauſe it often carries the Appear- 
ance, and borrows the very Name of Courage; how- 
ever, it's of another Race, and nothing allied to that Vir- 
tue; the one deſcends in a direct Line from Prudence, 
the other from Folly and Preſumption. Succeſs ſeldom 
waits on Temerity, twice I find it proſperous and trium- 
phant, in Aſia under Alexander the Great; and in G. under 
Aurelius the Firſt, (as Curtius notes) by his Raſhneſs 
won an Empire, and the ſecond almoſt loſt one. But 
theſe Examples are rare, and the Captain that frames his 
Conduct by theirs, ſteers by Hazard, and will not likely 
find Fortune ſo favourable. | 

Go upon the ſureſt Method Prudence and T hought can 
ſuggeſt ; leave nothing, if poflible, to chance: It's true, 
indeed you will not engage ſo often, but then you will 
ſeldomer be overcome. Now, methinks, it's wiſer to keep 
one's Ground, than out of Preſumption and Eagernels to 
loſe it. Take therefore as ſure Meaſures as it you put 
no Confidence in Valour ; but when you come to Action, 
fight as if you truſted in your Sword alone. Courage 
may be trepann'd, but ſeconded by Caution and Condugt, 
it's invincible. But if Numbers over-top you, it Chance 
out-wits Prudence, and Multitude bears down Virtue, in 
fine, if you are forc'd to abandon the Field, and to leave 
Victory behind, you may carry off your Honour un- 
touch'd, and may ſtand the Stroke of Satyr or Calumny 
without a Bluſh. 

Fortune is unſtable, neither conſtant to her Friends, 
nor implacable to her Enemies, never long in the ſame 
Situation, never true to the ſame Intereſt, now on this 
Side, now cn that, but Wt to neither, and ſuſpect ed 
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by all. You muſt therefore expect a Mixture of bad 
and good Succeſs, now Victory will perch on your Stan- 
dards, now twill fly over to your Enemies; ſometimes 
you will conquer, and ſometimes you will be overcome. 
Generals always march in a Circle of Proſperity and 
Misfortune ; let not one ſwell your Confidence too big, 
nor the other ſhrink your Courage ; neither preſume nor 
deſpond ; in the one State fear a Check, in the other hope 
for an Advantage. 7 
A Victory that intoxicates the Conqueror is more dan- 
gerous than a Defeat, it diſarms Caution, inſtills Negli- 
- gence, and lulls us aſleep with a traiterous Security; 
now. whoſoever lies under theſe Diſadvantages, ſtand at 
the Mercy of an Enemy; and tho? he leads an Army of 
Lions, twill be routed by another of Stags. 5 | 
What loſt U. M. at To. but this haughty Humour? 
Succeſs had turn'd his Brain, and diſmounted his Rea- 
ſon ;, he fought a Battle, and won Applauſe, but tho' he 
brought off U. M. he left the General behind. He was 
no more the ſame Man, his uſual Prudence abandon'd 
him, the Vapours of Pride ſmoak'd and ſmother'd him 
out of Counſel and Caution, ſo that at To. he loſt the Day 
before the Fight began. Never any Man rang'd his Men 
with leſs Judgment, nor took more diſadvantageous 
Ground; one Wing was unable to ſuccour the other, the 
Foot was of no ſupport to the Horſe ; one would have 
| 1 8 he play'd Booty, and reſolv'd to try the Chagrin 
of a Defeat. 1 
On the other ſide, a Captain muſt not ſink under a 
Misfortune : To ſuppoſe all loſt, is a ſhort way to loſe all 
in earneſt. When Fortune is at a low Ebb, expect it will 
ſoon flow, and when it frowns, hope it will quickly ſmile. 
The brave Duke Weymar receiv'd a diſmal Check from 
the Imperialiſts, but tho? his Troops were overthrown, his 
Heart was not overcome; nay, his Courage roſe with his 
Fall, his Pulſe beat higher, and he reſolv'd the next Day 
to waſh out the Diſgrace of the former with the Blood of 
his Conquerors : He kept his Word, and gain'd an intire 
Victory, and Briſac, as the Price of Reſolution: So that 
the News of his Victory overtook that of his Loſs, and 
his Glory poſted thro' Europe as ſwift as his Misfortune. 
Had he not lain under a Cloud,, his Merits had ſhined 


leſs; the Diſgrace of the firſt Day redoubled the Glory 
of the ſecond. | T hate 
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I hate thoſe Generals who drill on Wars out of Pride 
and Intereſt ; they may be good Soldiers, but cannot be 
good Chriſtians; they make the Intereſt of the Prince 
truckle to their own, and ſacrifice the publick Tranqui- 
lity to their private Ends. Provinces muſt welter in 
Blood, and Cities flame, to crowd your Anti-chamber 
with Viſitants that fawn on your Dignity, not on your 
Perſon; and are as ready to bow to your Lao had 
he a Commander's Staff, as to your ſelf, Muſt People 
groan under all the Pangs of Poverty to pay your Safe- 
guards? And agonize under Hunger to furniſh your Ta- 
ble? That you may be neceſſary to the State, the Sub- 
ject muſt be fleec'd by Taxes, and Commerce ſink to 
raiſe your Fortune. Perchance ſuch a Conduct may nick 
with Policy, but it bids Defiance to the Goſpel. The 
Marſhal de Byroz was of this Humour ; for when his Son 
proſecuted a Victory, Halt, cries he, have you a mind to 
plant Cabbages at Byron? This Man had much of your 
petty Surgeons, who never cole a Patient's Wound, till 
they have drain'd his Furſe. He had drawn much Chri- 
ſtian Blood, and in the End ſpilt his own in a Skirmiſh. 
Believe me, Leander, it's more glorious to end a War 
with Advantage, than to continue it with Bravery ; and 
I would more reſpect a General without Attendance in a 
Hackney, that has oblig'd a Nation with a Peace, than 
him who rides at the Head of an Army in Triumph, and 
plunges it into an expenſive War. ; 
This is a Summary of your Duty, and I could with 
our Soldiers would ſpend ſome Tool and ſerious Thoughts 
upon the Subject; they would not, I am confident, fight 
worſe, and might die better. How often have I pitied 
the Blindneſs of our Men ? they encounter'd Danger like 
Lions, they fought like Heroes, and expir'd like Beaſts ; 
they had no Concern for this Life, and no Thought of 
the other; Ignorance had ſo powerfully ſeized on their 
Underſtanding, they quite forgot the Intereſt of Eternity. 
Ah, Leander, if you value not Life, be tender at leaſt of 
your Soul, it was made for Glory, why will you give 
it over to Torments? = 
Lean, Theſe Precepts, if obligatory, are very ſeaſon- 
able; but our Officers will not eaſily own they concern 
the Camp; I am ſure they are not in uſe, and am apt to 
think, they have been repeal'd by a Court-Marſhal, or are 
hos O 2 fallen 
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fallen by Preſcription. Nay, the Camp, as well as Black- 
Fryars, is a privileg'd Ground, and as Mr. Hobbs main- 
tain'd the Goſpel did not bind any Common wealth till 
receiv?d by the Magiſtrate, ſo ſome are of Opinion it 
muſt not come within a League of the Army, without a 
Paſs-port from the General. Indeed, a red Coat ſeems to 
exempt us from the Incumbrance of divine Precepts, for 
we govern our Conduct not by the Civil, but wholly by 
the Canon Law. Our Buſineſs is to make the moſt of 
this Life, without any Thought of the future; we feed 
high, till our Purſe runs low; we pamper Nature, and 
drink down Reaſon, dice away our Pay, and ſend a File 
of Curſes after it; and thus we level away one Part of 
our Time, and blaſpheme away the other, till a Bullet 
or a Stab packs us away into the other World without 
Warning, and, what is worſe, without Preparation. 
Euſeb. Without Preparation do you fay? That's a Mi- 
ſtake; for you muſt know, our Men of War have voted 
a Tarkiſo Principle free Denizon of the Goſpel: Vix. 
That whoever dies for his Price, ſuffers for Religion; this 
Perſuaſion I afſure you gets Ground, and may in Time 
be improv'd to a fundamental Point of the Soldier's Re- 
ligion. When I was in the Army, an Officer, the very 
Scandal of the Camp, was wounded, he had no Senſe 
of God, no Tincture of Religion, and his Life ſquar'd 
exactly with his Belief. Well, Tom, ſaid I to his Man, 
How does thy Maſter ? | 
He is in Reſt, reply'd he. | 
In Reſt, ſaid I, did he make his Peace with God? 
No, anſwered Tom, he breathed out his Soul with a 
Curſe, Bat he dy'd in the King -Service. 
In the King's Service, ſaid I, is that ſufficient ? 
Sufficient, reply'd Tom, 2, my Life for yours: Why, 
Sir, he died in the Bed of Honour. The Simplicity of 
the Fellow forced me to ſmile, and his Ignorance to weep. 
He had heard his Betters preach this Doctrine, and he 
eſpous'd it without Examen; and indeed it's the Officer's 
Intereſt to ſend it round, for if once it be well eſtabliſn'd, 
Recruits will come in Shoals without beat of Drum, or 
the Trouble of kidnapping : For, I aſſure you, good Pay, 
Pleaſure, and Impunity, and Heaven in the Rear, are 
powerful Attractives. Who would not venture a Stab, 
or charge up to a Cannon's Mouth for ſuch a crowd of 


Adyantages? 7 | But 


? 
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But, alas! Sir, when People ſport with Religion, and 
burleſque thoſe Things they ſhould revere, it's a S12N 
they have diſcarded Principles, and are reſolv'd to die 
like the Beaſts that periſh. | 55 
Leand. Do you think Religion is baniſh'd the Camp? 
Why, Sir, I fear we have rather too much than too little. 
Euſeb. The Camp is divided into two Bodies, yet 
tho? they run different Ways they meet in the End. Some 
are for all Religions, and then how can they be in the 
wrong? Thoſe Gentlemen's Church, like a Chedder-cheeſe, 
is made of the Milk of one and twenty Pariſhes. Others 
deny all Religion, and thoſe can hardly be in the Right ; 
yet after all, at the Bottom they are all;Brethren, and of 
the ſame Communion. For Soldiers, in Tom's Divinity, 
whoever they are, and whatever they are, provided they 
ſerve the King, are God's People, and the Wolves and 
Sheep make up the ſame Fold. | 
But, in gocd earneſt, Sir, ſetting Raillery apart, thoſe + 
Notions of Religion are hideous; in a poor Braſilian they 
move Pity and Compaſſion, but I cannot hear an Eu- 
glifſhman vent ſuch Stuff without Indignation. Example 
and Immorality have ſpread the Contagion, why may 
not the virtuous and regular Behaviour of Officers ſtop 
the Infection? Virtue, I believe, is catching, as well as 
Vice, and as capable of being dilated by Example 
the Matter is of Concern, and deſerves a Trial, and I 
know no Man more qualified to begin the Experiment 
than your ſelf : Your Poſt gives you Authority and Re- 
ſpec, and as it raiſes you above the Crowd, ſo it expo- 
ſes your Actions to the View of the Publick, and if they 
breathe Piety, the Perfume may reach and charm your In- 
feriors; and if once they gain ſo far as to be approv'd, 
Imitation follows ; for the Paſlage from one to the other 
is ſhort and ea. 
Leand. I will endeavour to live up to the Principles 
of Religion, and to waſh out the Stains of my former 
Life by a thorow Reformation. I will countenance Vir- 
tue, and keep under Diſcipline the publick Profeſſors of 
Impiety, and proclaim Regularity the Way to Promo- 
tion in my Regiment. | | 
Euſeb. If you can draw over to your Reſolution the 
great Officers of the Army, the Method will take. Con- 
demn Iebauchery;once or twice'to the Gauntlet, and'twill 
7 | O44: ſculk 
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ſculk in the dark, and withdraw to Privacy, for who 
will dare to abet it in Publick, when he knows he ſhall 
be mark'd with Infamy, and feel the juſt Indignation of 
his Officer? And then if Goodneſs be rewarded in this 
World, as well as in the other; if there be no way to 
riſe but by Virtue, and he be the higheſt in the General's 
Favour, who is moſt in God's, Men will carry on their 
Pretenfions not by Bluſter or Blaſphemy,but by the more 
warrantable Methods of Piety. They will make Good- 
neſs the Step to Greatneſs, and deſerve a Commithon be- 
fore they have it. Nay, I dare promiſe Succeſs to all 
your Enterprizes, if once the Army be modell'd by Vir- 
tue; for beſides, that God watches over his Friends, and 


takes em under his Protection; Vice is a Coward, and 
no Man dares look Death in the Face, that fears to be 


damned. But Virtue that dreads nothing in the next 


World, fears nothing in this but Sin. 
- -I wiſh you Succeſs, and altho' your Deſign miſcarries, 


the Undertaking is beroical; for it's more noble to ſtorm 
Impiety, than to carry a Town, and I had rather bring 
a Regiment to the Service of God, than force a Province 
to the Obedience of a Prince. You muſt expect Oppo- 
fition, for Vice is ſtubborn, and loſes Ground by Inches. 


Nothing but Force and Conſtancy can gain upon it, 


Fleſh and Blood will ſtrike in with it, Cuſtom and Exam- 
ple will go over to the ſame Intereſt ; but if you bear up 
with Reſolution, if you carry on the Attack with Cou- 
rage, and flag not in the Execution, the Advantage will 
lie on your Side; and tho' the Victory be not compleat, 
the Glory of the Action will. Well, Sir, continued Eu- 
ſebius with a Smile, we have taken a ſufficient View of 
the Camp, it's Time now to return to Court. 

Lean. I wait upon you, and ſhall be glad of your 
Company; for tho' the Queen has been pleas'd to favour 
me lately with an Office, yet I am unacquainted with 
the Ground, and a meer Ignoramus in the Ceremonial of 
Behaviour. I fear ſometimes to be too much for Cere- 
mony, ſometimes too little, and that I drop Smiles when 


I ſhould let fall a Frown. 


DIA. 


of the GENTLEMAN Inſtructed. 199 


DIALOGUE IX. 
Euſebius ixſtructs Leander in the Duties of a Courtier. 


Euſeb. TH E Court has been the Subject of a thouſand 
Satyrs, and the Theme of as many Panegy- 
ricks; and if Invective has miſrepreſented it on the one 
Hand, Flattery has over-flouriſh'd it on the other. If 
we believe thoſe, like the Sea, it's in a perpetual Moti- 
on, and as infamous for Shipwrecks, as -Sy/l/a and Cha- 
rybdis ; it's a kind of a Turkiſh Marmora inhabited by 
Slaves, who have loſt their Wits with their Liberty, and 
hug their Chains becauſe they glitter : In fine, it's the 
Palace of Vice, the Seat of Miſery; and if by Chance 
3 ſhews it's Face, it's only ſaluted with Sarcaſm and 
aillery. | 
But ir we credit its Admirers, Lord how the. Chara- 
cter varies! one would think Men could not draw fo 
different Features in the fame Face. Thole Gentlemen 
repreſent it with another Air; every Stroak marks Great- 
neſs, every Daſh of the Pencil Majeſty, and Charm ; it's 
a Commonwealth (like that of the Romans) compos'd of 
Grandeur and Merit. The firſt-rate Officers are Princes, 
and the loweſt Knights at leaſt. The Air, like that of 
Ire land, is mortal to Toads and Spiders. Nothing that 
diſobliges the Eye, or grates upon the Ear, or ruffles the 
Senſes, can paſs the Porter's Lodge. Care, Sollicitude, 
and Melancholy have no Accets, and thoſe Misfortunes 
that wait on other People, fly from Courtiers, ſo that 
they only know Miſeries by others Ruin. In fine, in one 
Man's Fancy the Court is a Hell, in another's a Hea- 
ven. Weare miſerable in it if we believe ſome, and can- 
not be happy out of it, if we credit others. 
But with Submiſſion, all are miſtaken, ſome throw too 
much Dirt upon the Court, others too much Luſtre ; 
ſome paint it too black, others too white, and they are 
no leſs guilty who magnify its Faults, than thoſe who 
enlarge beyond meaſure upon its Perfections. For, in a 
Word, the Court is not all Guilt, nor all Innocence; it's 
ſtain'd with great Vices, and adorn'd with great Virtues 
it teaches to live well, and Ne to do ill. Some make 
1 #4 m 


. amporoxtne — Cray <> oe ey 
ny don arp —— — 


IRE rf — IVE 
3 122 — gs 
WY — 2 — ů ̃ñ 3 — — — 


200 A SurrIEMENT to the firſt Part 

In it great Fortunes, and others Ruin greater. There is 
Pleature, and there is Pain, ly fo Reproach, Hope 
lodges in one Appartment, and Deſpair in another; in 
fine, it's a Soil over-run with Poiſons, and fertile in 
Antidotes: So that a Man muſt ſtand upon his Guard, 
and walk with Reſerve and Caution. He muſt beware 
of a treacherous Confidence, and arm himſelf againſt a 
cowardly Puſillanimity. I doubt not, Sir, but you have 


examin'd the Map of this new World, and made a Pro- 


viſion of Neceſſaries for your Voyage; you are embark'd 
for the Temple of Honour, the Road is intricate, and 
beſet with Dangers, the Journey long. 1 

Leand. I have, God be thank'd, the Education of the 
Univerſity and Academy; I handle my Sword not ill; 
Corelli has taught me to play, and Abel to ſing; and be- 
ſides, Iam a Gentleman: Theſe Adyantages ſuit with my 
Circumſtances, and I preſume they will in Time improve 
my Fortune, and raiſe me to the Poſt of Honour. 

Euſeb. Nay, Sir, your Equipage is glorious, you have 
laid in with Profuſion for your Journey, and if you miſ- 
carry, Fortune alone muſt bear the Blame of the Diſap- 
pointment. A Man that pleads for Preferment with Eſ- 
eutcheon and Title, with the Sword in one Hand, and ſuch 
Accompliſhments in the other, muſt undoubtedly carry the 
Suit: For here are Arguments of all Complexions; ſome 
are tipt with Authority, others flaſh Terror, and ſome 
again ſhoot Charms. Now unleſs her Majeſty's Breaſt 
be faced wich Steel, ſhe will yield to ſuch battering En- 
gines, and never diſpute the conferring of a Dignity 
courted with ſo much Bravery, and woo'd with ſo much 
Harmony and Sweetneſs. | 
But for all that, Sir, I would counſel you to procure 
more proper Inſtruments to work with, for I fear theſe 
will not do. I have known Gentlemen well born wait 
at Court the moving of the Waters ſeven long Winters, 
and yet they fared, no better than the lame Man in the 
Goſpel, ſome Body always ſtepp'd before em; ſo that they 
were forc'd to retreat into the Country with a light Purſe, 
and a heavy Heart, and to rig out their leaky Veſſel for 
a new Voyage; and tho' you are a Maſter at your Ra- 
pier, you mult not build too much upon this Advantage; 


for tho? it may be of Uſe in the Field, it's of none in the 


Court: Men do not tilt themſelves into Poſts in our Age, 
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nor hew and hack out Fortunes like Knights-Errant in 
Romances. Your Scowrers look well in Taverns, and 
have ſome Repute at the Play-houſe, but none in Court; 
here People are for ſleeping in a whole Skin, and for ſpin- 
ning out the Thread of Life to the laſt Extent of Nature: 
They'll not hazard a fingle Pulſe, but upon good Caution, 
and extraordinary Payment ; in fine, Sir, they are of Opi- 
nion, that a Sword hangs more conveniently by the Side, 
than in the Lungs. | J 

_ Muſick indeed is a pretty Accompliſhment, and had 
you the Touch of old Timotheus, I would be bound for 
your Advancement; for this Artiſt tied Alexander's Paſ- 
fions to his Fingers end, he could play the Conquerour 
into the Tranſports of Hercules fureus, and then take him 
down in a Moment. Now had you ſuch a commanding 
Stroke, I conceive you might play, or ſing your ſelf into 


ber Majeſty's Favour ; but the Secret is loſt, or few im- 


prove to this Pitch of Perfection; for tho? we have a Liſt 
of thoſe who have riſen by the Law, I cannot find one, 
Who owes his Title to the Fiddle, or the Voice. Some- 


times indeed a Man may play his Way to an Heireſs's 
Heart, but theſe Adventures are rare, and it's hard to 


chop upon the Dorion that will find the Way from the 
Tympanum to the Soul; for tho' the Cut be ſhort, it's in- 
tricate, and the Harmony faints in the Paſlage. 

Leand. Pray, Sir, appoint me Tools to work with. 

Euſeb. Lay in a good Proviſion of Humility, furniſh 
your ſelf with Patfence for ſeven Years, at leaſt, and for- 
get not a competent Stock of Aſſurance. | 8 

Leand. You are upon a Vein of Banter, or have a 
Mind to divert me. Why, Sir, I would as ſoon appear 


at Court in my Grand-father's Ruff, or trunk Hoſe, as in 


this outlandiſh Equipage. Indeed Aſſurance is the proper 


Growth of the Court Soil, it thrives there to Admira- 
tion; but Humility and Patience require another Climate. 


* 


Enſeb. There is no Banter, no Pleaſantry in the Caſe. 
I am upon a ſerious Pin, and counſel you again to pro- 
vide your ſelf with Humility and Patience; nay, an or- 
dinary Pittance, let me tell you, will not carry you 
through; you muſt bid fair for the Humility of Paul, and 
aim at the Patience of Fob, without theſe Inſtruments you 
will never beat out a Fortune, you will fink in the Enter- 
prize, and after a ſeven, Years Jaunt, find your ſelf in the 
Place you ſet out. | | | Leand. 
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Lean. A Reaſon if you pleaſe. My Lord L. ſtands in 
a high Poſt, and makes a fluttering Figure, yet I never 
heard he was a great Pretender to Humility ; nay, I am 
 inform'd he is Pride in Life, and Vanity in Perſon ; he 
keeps no Correſpondence with his Friends, and, as if he 
had taken a Morning's Draught of Lethe, remembers the 
paſt no more than he foreſees the future; to conclude, he 
is within an Ace of forgetting his Family, and if he ſteps 
a Peg higher, he will certainly forget himſelf. 

And then why ſhould Patience be ſo neceflary for me? 
Has not K. bore all before him without it? This little 
Muſtard-Seed is grown up into a Tree, and gives Cover 
and Protection to twenty ſmall Inſects, that in good 
Time may return Ingratitude for the Favour. Now this 
Gentleman is not only void of Patience, but even of all 
Pretenſions to it, a meer Weather- Cock, that looks Eaſt 
and Weſt in a Moment, and turns Tail to all the Points in 
the Compaſs; he is ſo far from executing a noble Deſign, 
that he has not the Patience to lay one; and this fickle 
Diſtemper has got ſo ſurpriſing an Aſcendant over him, 
that he will not even take the Pains to think. But if you 
take Patience for a Virtue, that enables a Man to ſuffer 
Contrarieties with Calmneſs, and Equality of Temper, 
he is a meer Stranger to it, and as unacquainted as with 
the great Mogul, or Preſtor Fohn. A Gnat by Chance 
tickled his Cheek, the Man flew out into all the Extrg- 
vagances of Paſſion, he fell upon the poor Inſect's Family 
with all the Heat of Rage and Anger; he rogued and 
raſcal'd the innocent Animal, and then Son-of-a-whor'd 
it like a Scavinger; and tho' I endeavour'd to diſcourſe 
down the Fogue, and to philoſophize the Gentleman into 
Terms of Moderation, his Choler was too hard for Argu- 
ments, till he ſeized on the Criminal, and condemn'd it 
for a Mute to the Preſs. Nor was he more bearing with 
his own Species, I have ſeen him ſwagger at a Footman 
for ſaying he w4s.at Home, and brow-beat his Porter for 
ſaying. he was not; he acted always by Contraries, ſo 
that ſome thought his Pleaſure was to be diſpleas'd, and 
that he never was in Humour but when he was out of it. 
Now ſuch a Behaviour looks as if he was conſcious of 
his own Demerits, and that he had nothing but Outſide 
and Clamour, and bad Nature to make him conſiderable. 

Yet this Man has out-ſtript his Neighbours, and left em 
. | ä 
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out of Sight, he tumbles no more on the low Ropes, but 
vaults on the high; and tho* he was once below Con- 
tempt, he may ſhortly ſoar above Envy. 

Euſeb. One Swallow makes no Summer, and one Inſtance 
will not bear an univerſal Inference. Such Concluſions 
are not to be truſted, we are in an Age of Diſcoveries on 
Land as well as by Sea, and if a few have ſteer'd thro' a 
North-Eaſt Paſſage, i. e. a ſhorter cut to Preferment, 
others muſt double the Cape of Good Hope; this is the 
beaten Read, and tho' it be longeſt, it's the moſt ſecure 

Way to Honour. Once more therefore, let me adviſe 
you to lay in a good Fund of Humility and Patience. 

Lean. I cannot yet be convinc'd of the Neceſſity of this 
Proviſion ; nay, methinks I may jog fairly on without it. 

Euſeb. Not convinc'd ? Pray attend; muſt you not 
fawn on this Favourite, and bow to the other ? Muſt not 
you fly to his Levee, and make as many apiſh Cringes as 
a French Dancing-Maſter to this Riſing-Sun? Nay, with 
the old Perſians, you muſt commence Idolaters, and in- 
cenſe this glaring Planet with all the Perfumes of Flat- 
tery and Affectation. Vou muſt place his Courage above 
Alexander's, his Conduct above Cæſar's, and his Policy 
above the greateſt Miniſters of State. You muſt eſpouſe 
his Sentiments, humour his Inclinations, excuſe his 
Vices, magnify his Virtues, and turn all his Follies into 
Apothegms; for you muſt wind your ſelf into his Fa- 

vour before you can enter into Service, and become his 
Slave to pretend to be his Creature. Nay, you muſt 

creep to Valet de Chambres, fee Pages, and bend to Com- 
mis, who have nothing conſiderable but an Office, no- 
thing great but Pride and Brutality. 

In a certain Court, I had the Fortune to be acquaint- 
ed with a Duke; he defired my Company to a Mini- 
ſter of State upon Buſineſs, but the Baſpaw was indiſpos'd, 
7. e. not to be accoſted; however out comes a petty Scri- 
vener with a Pen in his Ear (or to ſpeak in the Court 
Dialect) an under Secretary; the Gentleman was ſo 
ſtarcht, ſo formal, and ſo ſupercilious, that I miſtook 
him for the Maſter. His Grace ſaluted him to the Ground, 
and in a Moment run through all the Diſcipline of a a2 
Dancing- School, he plied the Commis with Vollies of 
Compliments, out comes firſt zres humble, tres obedi ſſaut 

treads upon the Heels of the former, and Valet leads up 
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the Rear. Offce, I aflure you, overtopt Grace; and the 
Pen had the Advantage of the Sword. The Muſhroom 


ſtood on Tiptoe, and returned Monſieur le Duc this ſhort 
Oracle, On ſongerà à votre Affaire. The Promiſe called 


for an Acknowledgment, and the noble Peer paid it with 


Profuſion and Intereſt. He ſtoopt ſo low, that at laſt I 
apprehended he was laying down his Cordon Blue for a 
Livery. At our Return, Well, Monſieur, ſaid I, Au- 
diences run high in this Country, and Promiſes are tax'd 


at unconſcionable Rates: Pretendants are put under ex- 


ceſſive Contribution, and you muſt regard Intereſt above 
Honour, why elſe do you proſtitute Quality to ſo vile 
a Wretch ? For my part, I think, you have purchaſed his 
Favour, and were I in your Circumſtances, I would ne- 
ver deſcend ſo low to ſoar higher. No, Sir, I ſcorn to 
trample on a Peaſant, and as much to ſneak to a Sultan. 
My Duke laſht at an extravagant Rate the Pride of that 
Vermin, and ſwore he would fit on his Skirts ; healledg'd 
for his Excuſe, Cuſtom, and palliated his Submiſſion with 
the Neceſſity of his Affairs. This put me in Mind of 
what Cyprian lays to Denatus. Behold that Courtier; how 
he ſits in Scarlet? Did you but know how many Submiſſions 
unworthy of his Rank it has coſt him? How many Afronts ? 
How often he has beſieged the Gates of Favourites, and run 
before the Coaches of diſdainful Princes; you would rather 
pity his Perſon, than envy his Fortune? In fine, Leander, 
you muſt take it as a Paſtulatum, that honourable Poſts 


are not entail'd on Merit, that many Perſons well fur- 


niſh'd for Employment, go out of the World as obſcure- 


ly as they came in, merely, becauſe they will not make 


themſelves leſs to become greater, nor deſcend below 
the level of Gentlemen to obtain a Patent of Peerage. 
You may learn by this, that Courtiers are Gens ſervi- 
tuti nata, as well as the Romans in Tiberias's Time. Tho? 
they maintain their Dignity with Haughtineſs and Em- 
pire, they purchaſe it with Condeſcenſion and Submiſ- 
fion ; and that tho” they are proud to Exceſs, when their 


Babel is built, they are humble beyond Meaſure, when 


they provide Materials to rear in. 5 

It's a ſuperfluous Piece of Labour to prove the Ne- 
Patience, the Matter is beyond Diſpute, and 
as clear as Experience and Fact can make it. You re- 


member the Anſwer an old French Courtier return'd a 
Young ſter, 
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Wung ſter, who was very inquilitive to know how he 


ſhould behave himſelf at Verſailles. Receive, ſaid he, 


daily Injuries with [ndifference, and pay Aﬀronts with 
Thauks : You muſt practiſe this Leſſon if you intend to 
thrive: for as I have told you, Merit and Reward go not 
always together, one would think ſome blind Deity in- 
fluenc'd the Court, and that all things were manag'd by 
Hazard or Partiality; you will fee a Man of Parts turn'd 
over to the Kitchen, and a Fop ſneak into the Bed-chamber ; 
a Man of Brains ſhall be dubb'd a Fool, and my Lord 
Littlewit call'd to the Counſel; one kick'd out of Play be- 
cauſe he is Loyal, and another taken into Fayour becauſe 
he is a Traitor; in fine, one ſhall make his Fortune at 
his firſt Appearance, and another ſhall ruin his by conti- 
nual Waiting. Now will not ſuch Proceedings put the 
moſt maſculine Patience to the Trial? And muſt not his 
Humour be very paſſive or inſenſible, that is thus paſg?d 
by without Regard? This may be your Caſe, Sir; for 
altho' you plead Nobility, Breeding, and Deſerts, you 
will founder, unleſs Recommendation, Favour, and Ca- 
price alſo help you forward. I omit perſonal Aﬀronts 
without End, and Incivilities without Number ; theſe 
Ragouſts lie hard on a Gentleman's Stomach, and nothing 
can carry em off but a tried Patience. 

Leand. Seeing Promotion goes ſo much upon theſe 
Virtues, what if I ſhould make a turn into Flanders, and 
take up my Winter Quarters with the Capacins? I fancy 
their courſe Habit and Fare would tame Nature, and 
drudge all my Paſſions into Diſcipline and Obedience. 

Euſeb. You need not paſs the Sea for Abaſements; nor 
expoſe your Perſon to be convey'd to Daxnkerk Priſons, 
to find Materials for Patience to work upon ; Occaſions 
lodge under your own Roof, and you meet them daily at 
St. Fames's in the Anti-chamber : The Court reads Leſſons 
of Humility and Patience, as well as the Convent, and 
provides more frequent Opportunities for Practice: Op- 
portunities, I ſay able to make Saints, nay, Martyrs, 
did you but take the Pains to ſuffer like Chriſtians, and 
not like the damn'd with all the Pangs of Blaſphemy and 
Deſpair ; but by Miſapplication you undergo all the 
Toil of Virtue without taſting of Pleaſure, you graſp 
at Shadows, and hold nothing but Wind and Vapour. 
The Croſs of the bad Thief is your Lot in this World, 

. : and 
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and God ſend the Brimſtone of the rich Man be not your 
Inheritance in the next. | 
Lean. I am but a Stranger to the Court, and have 
not made a full Diſcovery of the Country; however, I 
perceive. Men paint as well as Ladies, that the outſide 
has no Reſemblance with the Inſide, that when Joys flows 
on the Face, Grief, Rage and Deſpair often prey on the 
Heart, and that the Soul hangs on Racks, tho' the Bo- 
dy lies ſtretch'd on Down; when many Pretenſions meet 
in the ſame Point, Affections vary, and becauſe one car- 
ries off the Prize, twenty go away ,with Diſappointment 
and Mortification; and ſuch Occaſions offer themſelves 
ſo frequently, and they imprint ſo lively a Senfation, 
that Nature muſt ſink under the Torment, unleſs an un- 
uſual Indolence, or an extraordinary Patience ſupport it. 
So that I am of your Opinion, that Virtue is the beſt 


no for a Courtier ; this alone ſweetens the Vi- 


ciſſitudes of bad Fortune, and allays the intoxicating Va- 


- pours of good; it keeps us in an equal Temper, and 


teaches us to gain by our Lofles; and tho? it permits us to 
be unhappy, it hinders us from being miſerable. But if 
you pleaſe, Sir, ſtand off no longer in Generals: Favour 
me with ſome particular Maxims, that immediately re- 
gard my Conduct. 1 3p > 
Euſeb. Let your Pretenſions be Chriſtian, and your 
Meaſures juſt ; leave not Conſcience for a genteel Em- 


ployment, nor charge thro” thick and thin for the ſake 


of Money or Honour. To refign Innocence for an Of- 
fice, is to ſet too great a Value upon the one, and to 
under-rate the other, Start fair, and carry on the Con- 
teſt with Generoſity, and never way-lay a Rival in the 
dark, nor trepan him by the unmanly Methods of Trea- 
chery, Calumny, or Detraction: Such a Conduct is as 
baſe as it's ſinful, and favours more of the Turꝶ than of 


the Chriſtian; it's a Mark you fear more his Merit than 


you rely on your own, and that you deſpair to carry 
the Poſt, if you put the Succeſs to the iſſue of Worth. 


Alexander ſcorn'd to ſteal a Victory by Surprize or Stra- 


tagem, he diſputed it with the Sword at mid-day, and 
choſe rather to hazard an Empire in the fight of the 
Sun, than to ſubdue twenty in the dark; in fine, he 
would have Valour wear the Crown, not Cowardice; 


and refuſed to be greater than Darius, unleſs he were alſo 
2 | more 


. % 
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more deſerving : This was a noble Emulation, hazard- 
ous indeed, but handſome ; here was nothing mean, 
nothing infidious, but all Gallantry and good Nature. 
Follow this Model, ſtrive to raiſe your ſelf by thoſe 
Means honeſty dares own, take not one Step that looks 
like Undermining or Circumvention, and apply no In- 


ſtrument that ſhines not true upon the Touchſtone of 
Honour and Conſcience. | | 


Keep your Pretenſions within Compaſs, ſuffer **em not 
to mount too high ; if you give Ambition the Rein, *twill 
carry you too far, and may let you down in a Precipice : 
Too much Sail overſets a ſhip, the Canvas muſt be 
proportioned to the ' Veſſel : Some People's Parts are 
drawn leſs than others, they are not caſt in the fame 
Mould, their Capacities are not large enough to hold 
a great Preferment, and the very Attempt lays open their 
Inabilities, and demonſtrates their Temerity outr-ſhoots 
their Prudence, and that their Strength bears no Propor- 
tion-with their Preſumption ; and when a young Gentle- 
man ſets out under ſuch a Diſadvantage, it's odds he'll 
founder before he comes to his Journey's End. The Bold- 
neſs of the Enterprize will awake the Jealouſy of a hun- 
dred Pretendants, and when this Fury takes the Cam- 
paign waited on by Power and Numbers, who can ex- 
pect to go on with Succels, or even to retreat with Safe- 
ty? One rallies your Wit, another your Judgment; this 
Man falls upon your Courage, that upon your Honeſty : 
Now when ſo many draw ſuch a diſadvantageous Cha- 
racter of a Gentleman, the Draught will raiſe in a Prince 
ill- favour'd Impreſſions, and rather prompt to diſcard 
than to promote him; for Princes have all the ſpecifick 
Weaknefles of their Subjects, they are made up of the 
ſame Matter, ana follow the fame Biaſs of Nature; they 
believe Evil of a Man rather than Good, and when they 
are well ſettled in their Opinion, there is no removing 
em. In a Word, who courts Preferment walks on flip- 
pery Ground; it's his Buſineſs to fence againſt Rubs, 
and not to tempt People to croſs his Way, or to trip him 
up in the Career. | 

Aim firſt at a lower Station, and let it ſute with your 
Genius. I would not have a Man that can't count Twenty 
lay in for a Place in the Exchequer,nor an Ignoramus at 


his 
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ride Admiral, a Lawyer and a Parſon to ſit at the Head 
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his Pen for a Station in the Secretary's Office. Mr. 7. 


in Yorkſhire, who never look'd over the Limits of the 
County, nor rode more Southward than Pomfret, ſhould 
not ſue for Credentials to the French Court; nor Mr. L. 
who could never Maſter As in preſenti, for a Place in 


the Bench at Weſtminſter-Hlall. A Man that puts in for 


an Office ſo diſproportion'd to his Capacity is unfit for 
any, and I would rather condemn him to withdraw 
twenty Miles from London, than perſuade him to ſhew 
his Face in Court. Conſult your Abilities ; and when 
you are got into a fit Poſt, exert your Spirits, and try to 
make the moſt of your ſelf; apply Care and Diligence, 


and ſtudy more your Maſter's Intereſt than your own. 


If you diſcharge your Duty with Satisfaction and Ap- 
plauſe, you may look higher without Envy, for in ſuch 
Caſes People rather commend the Merit, than Repine 
at the Succeſs, eſpecially if the Advantage be managed 
with Civility and Moderation; but if you launch out 
into Conceit and Arrogance, if you fly into Oſtentation, 
and ſpurn at thoſe you leave behind, all is ſpoiled; for 
all the Worth of Sir Thomas Moor, or of a Boetins, will 


never protect Pride, nor fence ill Nature; but when you 


make uſe of your Exaltation to oblige, when you look no 


bigger in the higheſt Station than in the loweſt, you ſtand 
ſecure, and will have, if not the Hand, at leaſt, the good 


Wiſhes of Hundreds to ſupport you. 
III. 5 
A middle Station is the beſt, becauſe the moſt ſecure; 
it diſtinguiſhes enough from the Crowd, it entitles to 
Reſpect, and allows Neceſſaries for Decency and Plea- 
ſure. Now methinks nothing is wanting to compleat a 
Man's Happineſs thus furniſh'd, but a Senſe of his Cir- 
cumſtances, i. e. that he ſhines in his own Orb, tho? it 
be not the higheſt ; that he is ſo far conſiderable as to 
ſecure Repute ; that he is eaſy at Home, and fears no 
Storm from Abroad; in fine, that he has enough, and 
cannot poſlibly enjoy all. | 8 E79 
But the Miſchief is, we are of a ſoaring Humour, and 
in ſpight of Diſſuaſives will climb ſo high till our Heads 
turn, and we leave our Brains on the Pavement. A 
Soldier is upon the Strain to be General, a Seaman to 


of 
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of Juſtice and Religion, and a Courtier to bea Favourite. 
Aut Caſar aut nullus is our Motto, all or nothing. Each 
Man looks upon his ſingle ſelf as a Detachment from the 
main Body of Mankind, and the Proprietor of all that is 
Great and Pleaſing; we are upon the Spur till we come 
to the Land's End, i. e. the laſt Point of Promotion. 
No what is all this but Covetouſneſs on the one Hand, 
and Pride on the other? Two Paſſions never to be ſatis- 
fied, and yet always obey d. 

It's certain the Quality of Pri vado is very conſiderable, 
and though it does not always command Eſteem, it calls 
for Reſpect ; few Courtiers dare pretend for the Place, yet 
all wiſh for the Honour; and we are ſo kind to our 
ſelves, as to think a Prince's Affection as reaſonably plac'd 
on us, as on our Neighbour, and we fail not to blame his 
Choice, if it falls not upon our Perſon. 

Yet tho? the Title be in the general Eſteem ſo valua- 
ble, I adviſe you to quit all Pretenſions to the Favour ; 
level your Expectation at a lower Mark, unleſs you in- 
tend to ſtand on Record a fad Inſtance of the Inſtabilit 
of human Greatneſs; turn over the Tranſactions of pa 
Ages, and you will find not one Favourite of a thouſand, 
Whoſe End was not more amazing than his Greatneſs ; 
the ſame Princes that ſet em up, took Pleaſure in pulling 
*em down, and were no leſs extravagant in their Cmmel- 
ty, than in their Kindneſs. Amon look'd down from the 
top of his Glory upon his Fellow- Subjects with Diſdain, 
and Contempt, but this bright Sun ſet in a Cloud of In- 
famy, and turn'd his RivaPs Envy into Compaſſion. T7- 
berius bore the Title of Emperor, Sejanus all the Power, 
the proud Senate bow'd to his Statues, ſwore by his For- 
tune, and his Commands were as facred as the twelve 
Tables : Yet when the Prince's Affections chopt into ano- 
ther Corner, this Coloſſus fell to the Ground, and buried 
all his Creatures under the Ruins of his Cataſtrophe, 
Our Gaveſtons, Spencers, Wolſeys, &c. teach us by their 
Diſaſters, that the Favour of Princes is not Proof againſt 
Misfortune; that it can arreſt a Favourite within the Pre- 
cinct of the Court, and draw him from the Bed-chamber 
to the Scaffold. I could fingle out forty more Inſtances 
of a 'reſher Date, and ſome domeſtick too, but theſe 
ſuffic o caution againſt too great Intimacy with Sove- 
reigns, which is ſeldom purchaſed without the ſale of 
P Liberty, 
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Liberty, and never continued without Danger of Body 


or Soul, and too often of both. 
The Reaſon is clear; for firſt, as Princes often love 
without Cauſe, ſo they hate without Provocation; they 


are led by Caprice, and ſway'd by Fancy, and by Conſe- 


quence are only copſtantin Change. Fancy is never long 
lived; a Word, a Look, a Surmiſe nips off the moſt fa- 
vourable Impreſſion, and turns the moſt charming Ob- 
jects into a Monſter; hence it comes, that Menrun from 
Dotage to Diſguſt in an Inſtant, and are as unable to give 
a tolerable Account of their Love as of their Averſion, a 
meer je ne ſcay quoy kindles Kindneſs, and a je ne ſpay 
quoy congeals it; to Day freedom pleaſes, to Morrow 
you muſt ſtand off in Reſpect and Reſervedneſs. In fine, 
an Ephæſtion will have Employment enough to carry an 
even Hand between the Emperor and Alexander, and 
to diſcharge the Duties of Familiarity without making 
too bold with Majeſty, for the ſame Man is both Friend 
and Prince. Now one muſt have a very Metaphyſical 
Genius to ſeparate theſe two Relations ſo as to be free 
with the Friend, without coming too near the Monarch; 


and yet too much on the one fide, or too little on the 


other ruins all, | 
Secondly, Not one of ten thouſand are qualified for 
ſuch a Poſt ; he muſt have the Prudence of a Solomon, the 
Craft of an Achitophel, the Courage of a Cæſar, the Mode- 
ration of a Fabricius, and beſides the Felicity of Sylla; 
he muſt oblige all Men no leſs when he denies than when 
he confers a Favour, and take care to make no Enemies 
on the one Side, whilſt he makes Friends on the other; 


for Enmity is more clamorous and active than Friendſhip, 


and a ſuppos'd Injury ſinks deeper than a real Benefit. 
Am not | of the ſame Maſs with T. L. cries one? Why 
then ſhould he lord it over me? Where Natures are the 
ſame, Diſtinction of Privilege is unjuſt. Why is one 
Individual of the ſame kind ſtamp'd with Honour, and 


the other with Infamy? This Complaint firſt ſtarted in a 


Corner is banded from one to another, till it breaks In- 
cloſure, and appears in publick, and you may be ſure it 
receives ſome exaſperating Stroaks in the Journey; and 
when People are warm'd, Cabals and Contrivances fol- 


low, all the Miſcarriages in Church and State are put on 


the Fayourite's Account. The very Tempeſts, 3 
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and Famines are clap'd at his Door, and like the primitive 
Chriſtians he is mark'd out as the publick Nuiſance of 
Mankind. He ſets the Prince at variance with his People; 
he obſtrudts the fitting of Parliaments ; abets Popery and 
Arbitrary Government ; and then his Majeſty is deſir'd to 
remove 7. L. from his Perſon and Counſel, to ſtrip him 
of his Titles, and to deliver him up to the Juſtice of the 
Rabble. My Gentleman knocks oft, and like the Ser- 
pent, expoſes his Tail to fave the Head; 7z. e. drops his 
Titles, Offices, and Greatneſs, and gives up his Favourite- 
ſhip with all its Appurtenances to fave his Skin; away 
packs he into the Country, leaving behind a thouſand 
Curſes upon the Court. The Anguiſh of his Misfor- 
tunes puts him in the Wheel, and he always works upon 
his own Diſquiet, pitied by ſore, and ſcorn'd by others, 
like Vipers, he lives on his own Poiſon ; and tho” he wants 
Power to execute Miſchief, he has Malice enough to 
contrive it: So that he is made up of Impotence and 
Malice, and where thoſe diſconſolate Qualities are well 
blended, all other Ingredients of Miſery are ſuperfluous. 
This is the end of Favourites, and the moſt favourable 

they can expect, tho” not the moſt unfortunate they may 
fear; for alas! they are not always ſo happy as to re- 
ceive Quarter: No; no, they quit the Court to take up 
in a Dungeon, and act the laſt Scene of their Lives up- 
on a Scaffold; nay, and it's a Favour too to change the 
Halter into a Hatchet. | 
Check therefore Ambition, and give it not too much 
Line; court rather what is handſome than great, and 
ſtudy more Convenience than Grandeur. Deſerve the 
firſt Place in your Prince's Eſteem, but let others run a- 
way with his Affection; though you ſparkle leſs, your 
Value will be greater ; to riſe to a moderate Station by 
meer Merit, is more noble than to poſſeſs the higheſt by 
Favour and Partiality. 988 
| IV. | 
Great Men need Supporters, and prudent Men will 
provide them ; Subſtantives are out of Faſhion in Court, 
moſt walk there on Crutches, and ſew can even ſtand 
on their own Legs. Lay therefore in for Countenance; 
without Stays the beſt built Fortune will tumble: How- 
ever ſell not Favours by Inch of Candle; there is no de- 
pending on bought Friendſhip, when a Man has paid for 
5 2 his 
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his Preferment he is not in your Debt, but owns the 
Obligation to his Attendance, Importunity, or Purſe, 
and though (to get a good Penny worth) he may ſwear 
Fidelity, and offer his Service, be aſſured he will follow 
the Impulſe of Intereſt, and leave you in the Lurch up- 
on Danger and Diſtreſs. | 

Beware of a Court Maxim. Provide for your Enemies, 
Friends will never flinch. The Principle is neither con- 
formable to the Rules of Policy, nor Juſtice ; it cuts 
upon good Nature, and Gratitude, and has no Support 
but Practice. Shall a Man thrive by Roguery, and be 
the better for Villainy ? He has noos'd me into a Plot by 
Forgery and Subornation, and ſhall I ſtretch my Credit 
to {well his Fortune ? Perchance he has met his King in 
the Field, and promiſed to make him a glorious Prince 
by ſeizing his Towns, and fettering his Perſon, and ſhall 
1 perſuade his Majeſty to give him a White Staff for the 
Service? In fine, he is dipp'd in Treaſon, and over Head 
in Miſchief, and now muſt be bought off, and incenſed 
by his Sovereign, as the Devil is by the Indians, that he 
may do no more Harm. Such a Conduct is an Invita- 
tion to Dilloyalty and Treaſon, it encourages Vice, 
and plunges Virtue into Deſpair. Who will ſtand up for 
his Prince's juſt Prerogative at the Expence of his For- 
tune, when he may draw upon it with Safety and Profit? 
It Honeſty be requir'd with Poverty, and Knavery 
with Wealth ; if Loyalty go out at Elbows, and 
Treaſon glitters in Gold-lace, I fear Knights of the Poſt 
will multiply upon the Nation, and Round-heads may 
once more vie Numbers with Cavaliers. I would not 
outrage where I ſhould reward, nor reward where | 
thould puniſh. | 

Lean. Spare me a Word, leſt I loſe the Opportunity 
of a Queſtion. I hy may I not win an Enemy* 

Euſeb. You mean, I ſuppoſe, buy a Friend? Becauſe 
wholoever deſerts his Party for Gain, will certainly re- 
turn when Intereſt calls upon him: If the Senſe of Du- 
ty and Conſcience are not able to reclaim a Delinquent, 
will Title work a real Converſion? No, no, Sir, thoſe 
Cattle fly in the Face of a Benefit, their Organs are ſo 
ill ſhap'd they cannot feel any thing that's generous and 


noble; they always follow the loudeſt Cry, and tack a- 


bout with the Wind of Intereſt: So long as you are 


too 
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too powerful to need Help, he ſhall ſtand by you, but if 
you begin to. retreat, he will fall upon the Rear, and 
charge your ſtraggling Forces thro? a thouſand Favours. 
It's a Poſtularam among thoſe Infidels, that it's worſe to 
fink with a Friend, than to ſwim with an Enemy, and 
therefore like Rats before a Storm, they abandon a leaky 
Veſſel, and ſwim for Safety to the Shoar. To be ſhort, 
thoſe Men will ply down the Stream, and fide with Suc- 
ceſs in Defiance of Juſtice ; they will never croſs upon a 
prevailing Crime, nor oppoſe Miſchiefs carried on by 
Numbers ; their Buſineſs is to ſtand, though their Friend 
or Prince falls, and to make a Fortune out of the Ruins 
of their Neighbours or Country. Keep therefore your 
Enemies low, they will do no Harm, when they are too 
weak to attempt it, their Impotence is your beſt Guard; 
Power in the Hands of a Mercenary is ill placed. I had 
rather ſee an Enemy unable to do me a bad Turn, than 
in a Condition to do me a good one. | 
Lean. At leaſt a Rebel or private Enemy may poſſibly 
be obliged by Preferment, and it's certain a Friend will 
venture a broken Head to reſcue his Honeſty, and rather re- 
ſign his Eſtate than his Fidelity. 
Euſeb. Conclufions drawn out of Poſſibilities are not 
to be relied on, they plead for both ſides, and by Conſe- 
quence neither Advantage nor Prejudice either. An ill 
Man may be fee*d into your Intereſt, as well as Lawyers; 
but then as thoſe Gentlemen upon a fairer Proſpect of 
Gain ſhift Sides, he may relapſe at the Approach of 
Temptation, and fall into the old Diſeaſe of Ingrati- 
tude, and Infidelity : Face therefore one Poſſibility with 
the other, and perchance you may conclude with me, 
it's ſafer truſting a Rogue in the Goal, than on the 
Queen's Highway; indeed he may poſhbly expect a 
Gentleman to eſcorte his Perſon, but I believe it's more 
probable his Buſineſs is to ſecure a Purſe. | 
Beſides, I am perſuaded, tis not ſo very certain, that a 
Man who has fought away for his Prince, or his Friend, 
both Limbs and Eftate, will keep up to his former Prin- 
. ciples of Loyalty and Generoſity, unleſs he receive a 
more comfortable return of Acknowledgement, than a 
cold God be with you, or I am ſorry to ſee you in ſo drooping 
a Condition, For ſuch a Payment bears no Proportion 
with a loſt Leg, or a forfeited Eſtate. He may very 
. Pq well 
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well expect, you will be at the Expence of an oaken 
Supporter at leaſt, and that you will not condemn him 
to the Basket for his Honeſty, and if ill Nature baulks 
his Expectation, and he cannot make a Penny of his Ser- 
vice, he may think of changing Maſters, and may re- 
ſolve to try if Vice be not better natur'd than Virtue, 
and if Treaſon will not piece up an Eſtate, Loyalty 
has disjointed. For, Sir, give me leave to tell you, Ne- 
ceſſity pinches, and often puts Men upon unwarranta- 
ble Courſes; Indigence works more upon People than 
Duty, and Generoſity ſeldom bears up againſt Neglect 
and Contempt: You mult ſometimes be at the Expence 
of a Cordial to keep up the Spirits, and enliven Reſolu- 
tion; for Stoiciſm is out of Faſhion. Men are not ſo 
conceited of Virtue, as to think it is its own Recom- 
pence, and that it's worth taking the Field for the Ser- 
vice of his Prince, tho he take up in Chelſea Hoſpital at 
his Return. 
Indeed, tho' a good Man be turn'd off here by his 
Prince without Regard, he will have Station and Happi- 
neſs hereafter, But ſome Proviſion ſhould be made e- 
ven in this World, both to reward and refreſh ſuffering 
Virtue, otherways it may give us the Slip: For preſent 
Service, People expect preſent Payment, and a ſmall 
Gratification in Hand, wins more than Millions in Re- 
verſion. Endeavour therefore to raiſe thoſe that deſerve 
Promotion, and whoſe paſt Behaviour will anſwer for 
their future. But to grace thoſe with Title and Digni- 
ty, who deſerve not the Benefit of an Amneſty, is nei- 
ther ſafe, generous, nor juſt. 

Let your Actions keep touch with your Promiſes, and 
your Heart and Tongue ſpeak the fame Language; to 
proffer a Gentleman Afliftance, and not intend it, is baſe; 
and to deſign a Favour that lies out of your Reach, is 
fooliſh. O. P. had Credit at Court, and an honourable 
Poſt to ſupport it; ſome gave him a world of good Na- 
ture, others as much Vanity, and indeed the Queſtion 
hes yet undecided, whether he ſteer'd by the one or the 
other : However, his Antichamber was the Rendezvous 
of Pretendants, and his Houſe was term'd the Sanctu- 
ary of younger Brothers. Leave your Buſineſs to me (lays 
he to one) it ſhall be done ta your Satisfaction, Your Pre- 
4 | 1 tenſions 
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tenſions (crys he to a Second) are moſt juſt, his Majeſty | 
has too much regard for Merit to refuſe ſo reaſonable a Peti- 
tion. My Gentlemen return'd to their Lodꝑings on Cock- 
| horſe, and began to think of a Fund for a glorious Equi- 

page; ſome were already Knights in Imagination, and 
other Barons or Viſcounts. All were more happy with 
the very Expectation, than Fruition could have made 
'em; for Fancy paints beyond Life, and over-flouriſhes 
Objects; thoſe Scenes it repreſents in the Brain out- ſhine 
thoſe of Creation: In fine, Reality ſcarce ever patterns 
Imagination, and worldly Greatneſs charms more upon 
Report than Sight, minuit preſentia famam. 

But after all, their Expectation ended in Diſappoint- 
ment, and their Hope ſunk into Deſpair ; for after they 
had run through a long Courſe of Submiſſion and Atten- 
dance, they were diſmiſt with a Gentlemen, I am forry my 
Labour has been unſucceſsful, unlook*d for Accidents have 
eroſs*d my Defigns and your Fortunes. Thoſe poor Preten- 
dants were forc'd to retire, and curs'd their Patron's Im- 
potence or Impoſture ; they laſh'd him ſeverely in the 
Coffee-Houſe, and convinc'd the World he wanted either 
Sincerity, Credit, or Prudence. A Man ſhould keep his 
Promiſes within the Compals of his Power, and rather 
promiſe too little than too much. There is Goodnels, 
Greatneſs, and Pleaſure in forwarding a Gentleman on 
his way to Preferment ; but it's baſe to feed him with 
viſionary Hopes, and then to turn him off with a Com- 
pliment. He might have placed his Addreſſes more 
ſucceſsfully, and manag'd both Time and Money more 
to Adyantage; but being thus diſappointed, he remains 
without Friends, without Money, without Patience ; he 
has waited away the very Materials of his deſign'd Fa- 
brick, and has nothing to truſt to but a Musket. Be- 
lieve me, Sir, it's mortifying to fall ſhort of that which a 
Man affects with Eagerneſs ; the Misfortune puts his 
Fancy into a Fever, it preys upon his Blood, boils. up 
his Spirits, and flings him into Impatience ; it baulks his 
Hopes, cows his Courage, and makes the remaining Sa- 
tisfaction of Life a Burthen. I am apt to believe the 
Gentleman meant well; but certainly he did. ill in tan- 
talizing ſo long his Clients: For the ſame Inſtant their 
Hopes ebb'd, their Anger began to flow, and not one 
but thought himſelf to have 7 Provocation given him 

4 to 
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to impair his Credit, and to make him the Subject of 
their Choler and Scorn; and indeed Men generally re- 
ceive as little Kindneſs as they do, and find as few 
Friends as they deſerve. | | 

If you have Power, employ it to the benefit of Merit 
and Quality ; but be not too magnificent in your Promi- 
ſes, nor over confident of Succeſs ; pretend not to enſure 
a Preferment, nor talk of Uncertainty till the thing be done. 
I would rather give a Gentleman too little Hope than too 
much, and diſpoſe him to fear the worſt, than to expect 
the beſt of the Enterprize. For thus he will receive a Baulk 
with le Surprize, and if he ſucceeds an Expectation will 
enhance the Value of the Favour. Tire not his Patience 
with tedious Put-offs, nor torture him between Hope 
and Fear; put him out of Pain fo ſoon as you can, and 
let him know what he has to truſt to; when Fortune 
is unkind, it's a Satisfaction to know how far ſhe can af- 
front us, and a Man is in ſome reſpect happy, who ſees 
the laſt Extentof his Miicry, | 


VI. 


Some People over - rate their Merit to ſuch a monſtrous 
Height, that they preſs forward upon every Appearance 
of Profit, and fancy they are rarely equip'd for every 
Place of Advantage of Honour that falls in the Court; 
and upon this Perſuaſion they beg hard for the Employ- 
ment. Nothing is able to diſcourage them from the Pur- 
ſuit, neither the Greatneſs of the Competitors, nor the 
Number of their Rivals. Are they baulk'd, the next Day 
they return to the Charge; they rally after the Defeat, 
and grow imperious and menacing upon a Denial; they 
will bector and ſtorm their Prince out of the Privilege of 
placing his Favours where he thinks fit, and plague him 
intoa Compliance : But if he yields not. to their Impor- 
tunity, they leave the Court in a Pet, and ftrike in with 
a Faction. | 1 | | 1 

Firſt he ſets up for a mighty Patriot, and pretends a 
great Concern for his Country, then he deſcants upon the 
Advantages of Liberty, and runs thro' all the Branches 
of Property; in his way he has a fling at the Preroga- 
tive, and ſets the Subject above the Sovereign. Theſe 
Diſcoveries work upon the Rabble, who conſtitute him 
Guardian of their Privileges, they give themſel ves vp ig 
25 3 5 
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his Conduct, and for a Pledge of their blind Obedience 
preſent him with their Eyes and Underſtanding ; he is 
the only Patriot in the Nation, he alone ſtands in the 
Gap, and oppoſes arbitrary Deſigns and prerogative In- 
novations; the Atlas that ſuſtains Liberty and defends 
Property againſt Court Encroachments. In fine, he is 
baptized the Proteſtant Peer, as if the Houſe of Lords 
were compos'd of Papiſts or Iafidels, and all the Pro- 
teſtant Gentry of the Realm were ſhipp'd away for Bar- 
badoes or Neu- England. 5 

Now has this Man more Zeal for his Country, or 

more Religion than his Neighbour? Not at all; his 
Concern is Intereſt, and his Rogen Mask and Artifice ; 
his Vanity at Court exceeded his Force, and his Merit or 
Fortune kept .not Pace with his Ambition; the Wind 
blew in his Teeth, and now he tacks about, and makes 
for a Republick. Now theſe popular Men, theſe Men 
of Applauſe have two thirds of a Traitor; and I take it 
for a general Rule, that. he is no good Subject who runs 
away with the Heart of the Vulgar, their Intellectuals 
are too weak, or their Paſſions too ftrong to diſtinguiſh 
Truth. ; 

But in Sincerity, tho? this Practice be ordinary, has it 
any thing of Reaſon or Chriſtianity ? A private Gentle- 
man ſhall place his Favours as he thinks beſt, and a King 
ſhall be barr'd with Freedom? Shall Privilege quite o- 
verſhade Prerogative? And the Servant be more abſo- 
lute than his Maſter? Shall Authority be a Minor, and 
Subjection be of Age? It is hard, methinks, that a King 
can't chuſe Servants as well as his Subjects, and that he 
ſhall be leſs becauſe he is greater. | 

Beſides, the Apoſtle commands us to obey our Su- 
periors as God's Vicegerents, not only when they 
ſtroak, but when they ſtrike us ; not only for Intereſt, 
but for Conſcience ſake. So that our Appealers to 
the People are not only bad Subjects, but worſe 
Chriftians : They tranſgreſs the Laws of the Goſpel to- 
gether with thoſe of the Land, and altho? they keep off 
from human Juſtice, they will ſcarcely withdraw from 
Divine. 2 bs Ol. 

Step not into thoſe Irregularities, tho? they are receiy'd 
with the Applauſe of the Crowd, and huzza'd home 
with all the Pomp of a Roman Oration, they are un- 
py 8 juſtifiable 
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juſtiſiable before God, and ſober Men. Receive a Fa- 


vour with Thanks, and bear a Repulſe with Patience. 
Tho? a Prince be unkind, you muſt not be undutiful; his 
Failures are no cover for yours. An abuſe of Power, ne- 
ver juſtifies Diſobedience. 
„ | 
Men aim at Happineſs in all their Purſuits, but gene 

rally they miſtake the Means. Such a Place in Court, 
cries one, ſuch a Poſt in the Army, ſays another, fits 
my Temper to a Hair, put me into that, and I ſhall be 
more happy than a Monarch ; I will for the future check 
my Defires, and forſwear wiſhing. This puts me in 
mind of the famous Dialogue between King Pyrrhas and 


his Favourite Cymeas. May I be ſo bold, Sir, ſaid the Philo- 


Jopher, as zo ark, what you pretend to in all your Enterpri- 
zes? When will you end? Or do you know what you would 
he at? I am now, replied the King, for the Conqueſt of 
Italy, hen to Sicily there is a ſhort cut, and Africa lies in 
my way home: When I have brought theſe Deſigns to a hap- 
py Concluſion, we'll live merrily. But why, anſwer'd Cy- 


neas, will you purchaſe at ſo vaſt an Expence of Money 


and Men à merry Life, which you may buy at a cheaper 
Rate? Stop your Deſires, uſe what you poſſeſs, and the 
Buſineſs is done. 

A merry Life is the End of our Labour, as well as of 
this Pagan King, and the Reaſon why ſo few Courtiers 
enjoy what they all ſo paſſionately pant after, is, becauſe 
they rather follow his Example, than the Philofopher's 
Counſel. "Thoſe who wiſh for what they have not, for- 
feit the Enjoyment of what they have; when they defire 
eagerly, they hope too faſt, and are hair'd by Fear: Now 
a Man may as ſoon be eaſy on the Wheel, as happy be- 
tween theſe two Paſhons. Put a juſt Term to your Wiſh- 
es, and when you have touch'd it, make a Stand. It's 
both fickle and ſervile to overlook the Fortune before 


you, and long for that which is not in your Power. To 
ſay you will puſh for ſuch a Station, is to ſay you will be 


a Slave, that you will lay your Content at the Mercy of 
Hazard, and by conſequence be miſerable. If you give 
way to Nature, you will ſpend all your time in Pretenfi- 
ons, and leave not a Moment for Enjoyment. Happi- 
neſs only begins when Wiſhes end ; and he that han- 


_ Beſides, 
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Beſides, Sir, it's ten to one that if our Deſires tower 
too high, we ſhall uſe foul Means, if fair will not raiſe 
us: For when Paſſion becomes clamorous and importu- 
nate, the whiſpers of Reaſon are either not heard, or not 
regarded. He who is bent upon a thing, will have it 
without boggling at the Notions of R:ghe or Wrong. Ha- 
man would bring Mardocheus upon his Knees, and becauſe 
he would not creep, he muſt hang; Revenge could find 
no Crime, but Calumny ſoon forg'd one. Now to riſe by 
Crimes, is to pay too dear for the Elevation ; ten Thou- 
ſand Pounds is the fixt Price of a Title. Why will you 
purchaſe one at the Price of Heaven? In fine, Sir, all 
the Glory, allthe Worth of the Univerſe will not hold 
out to the length of Pride and Covetouſneſs, and ſeeing 
they are too little to ſatiate our Deſires, they ſhould not, 
methinks, be big enough to provoke em. 

I poſtpone Grandeur to Conſcience, and time to Eter- 
nity ; Goodneſs is your Buſineſs, not Greatneſs ; you 
were made for Heaven, not for the Court, let that be 
the End of all your Actions, and the Goſpel the Rule; 
Profit muſt not regulate your Conduct, but Juſtice : 
Perchance you may not thrive ſo well in this World, 

but you will fare better for it in the other; There, not 
Title, but Virtue makes the Diſtinction. A Thief with 
true Repentance will go from the Gallows into Abra- 
Hham's Boſom, and a vicious Prince into Hell. In ſhort, 
let your Converſation be eaſy, your Temper ſweet, and 
your Piety unaffected. I will not overcharge you, con- 
tinued Euſebius, with Precepts; Time, Prudence, and 
Reflection will ſupply the reſt. | 

Lean, | return a thouſand Thanks for your Charity, 
and own my ſelf indebted to Providence for the Favour 
of this Conference. "The Scalesof Prejudice and Igno- 
rance are fallen from my Eyes, and things appear in a 
clearer Light. I am convinc'd that all ſublunary Objects 
are thin, ſuperficial, and empty, and that nothing de- 
ſerves my Heart, but he that made it. Had our Veſter- 
day's Club been ſo fortunate, as to have enjoy'd the Be- 
nefit of this Entertainment, I fancy your Inſtruction 
might have awaken'd their Conſciences, and daſh'd their 
brutiſh Pleaſure with Gall and Vinegar. But alas 
poor Creatures, they walk in the dark, and place their 
Affections at Random; they never conſult Reaſon, but 

| | hate 
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hate by Caprice, and love by Hazard. A dazling Sur- 
face runs away with the Underſtanding, and commits a 
Rape upon the will, and they will not underſtand, that 
an eternal Puniſhment treads upon the Heels of a tranſi- 
tory Pleaſure. ee | 

eander ſpoke with ſuch an Emphaſis, that his Con- 
cern ſparkled in his Face. Euſebius embrac'd him with 
the Tenderneſs of a Father, and diſmiſt him with this * 
Farewel ; Dear Sir, ſuffer me to end with our Bleſſed 
Saviour, you are healed, now fin no more, leſt God take 
you away in flagrante, and leave not a Moment between 
the Offence and the Puniſhment. . 
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Epiſtle Dedicatory 


O H 


GENTRY. 


GENTLEMEN, 


Make bold to ſue for a Third Audience, 
1 which I preſume you'll not refuſe me. Ihave 
no Deſign either upon your Kitchen, or your 
Purſe ; and will neither tempt your Charity, or 
importune your Liberality. I wait upon you to 
give, not to ask; and expect no Reward for my 
Preſent, but a civil Reception. 

Atheiſm, that grand Plague of the Living, 
and Torment of the Dead, rages in our Ifland : 
Now being ſolicitous for your Safety, and ap- 
prehenſive of your Danger, I humbly offer this 
Conference as an Amulet againſt the Contagion 3 
tho' it prove not an infallible Remedy againſt 
the Evil, I am ſure it can do you no Harm : 

5 An 
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224 Epiſtle Dedicalory. 
And then it has Cheapneſs, a moſt enticing: 
Quality to recommend it. The Diſeaſe is eafi- 
ty catch'd, not eaſily remov'd: So that a Pre- 
ſervattive is more reaſonable than a Reſtorative. 
Indeed thoſe People whoſe Buſineſs is confin'd 
to their Lodgings, who live out of Sight, and ra- 
ther work than ſport themſelves down, are al- 
moſt below the Danger. But you move in a 
more elevated Sphere, you are deſign'd for Com- 
merce, and Converſation ; your Occaſions draw 
you from Retirement, and your Diverſions call 
you into Company. I, 
Now when Infection becomes epidemical, 
Crowds grow more dangerous than Solitude; 
and it may be preſum'd, that among a Multitude 
ſome carry the Tokens, and perhaps the Plague- 
Sores upon them. It's therefore extreamly hard 
for Gentlemen, who are eternally infeſted with 
Squadrons of Spungers, who are haunted by 
Paraſites, that muſt fawn to live; and general- 
ly diſcourſe more feelingly on the Excellency of 
a Ragouſt, than of God or Religion. I ſay it's 
hard in ſuch a Confluence, to eſcape the Breath 
| of an Atheiſt, who by the Aſſiſtance of a volu- 
EE: ble Tongue, and a good Forehead, is able to 
1 ſcatter the Diſtemper; and it it once faſtens on 
1 the Heart, it immediately poſts to the Head; 
i and when theſe noble Parts have imbib'd the 
Contagion, it's odds, the Diſeaſe either carries 
ou off, or at leaſt waits on you to the Grave. 
Beſides, Curioſity and Pleaſure invite you to 
== the Play-houſe, from whence you adjourn to the 
| Tavern. Now both theſe Places are infectious. 
| There, Atheiſm is brooded, hatch'd here. The 
5 Tenets are learnt in the Boxes, and practis'd at the 
a |} next Rendezvous: When Virtue is laſh*d on the 
ll | Stage before you, and Vice recommended : When 
1 | N you 
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you ſee Villanies carry off Applauſe, and Morali- 
ty Confuſion. When you hear Religion reviPds | 
and the very Author of it blaſphem'd by ſome, and | 
ridicul'd by others: In Time neither will ſtand 
very fair in your Eſteem: You will be ſhrewdly. | 
tempted to think thoſe Things cannot be very ſe- | 
rious, nor holy, when Men publickly make Uſe of "I 
them for Subjects of Merriment and Profanation. | 
But then when you ſtrike off from the Pit to the 
Eating- Houſe, ſurrounded witha Tribe of Hang- 
ers on, as ſlenderly provided of Religion as Mo- 
ney, what lewd Comments do theſe Rakes make 
on the Text? How do they ſnarl at Providence, 
and glance upon the Divinity with an hundred In- 
nuendo's, which muſt be ſtamp'd with Wit (for- 
ſooth) becauſe they are profane? Now thefe Blaſ- | 
phemies at a full Table, and over fuller Cups; when | 
the Spirits are fluſh*d and wartmn'd, 7. e. when Rea- 
ſon is fetter*d, and Senſuality let loofe, firſt meet 
with Applauſe, and then with Approbation; for 
certainly Men are never more diſpos'd to deny God, 
than whilſt they offend him; nor to take leave on 
Religion, than when they have loſt their Wits. | | 

| Again, tho? we live ina degenerate Age, Religi- 
on has not loft all Reputation. A Man may go to | 
Church without being gaz'd upon for a Monſter, | 
whilſt Atheiſm feems at leaſt to live under the diſ- | 
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eſteem of the Publick. Now to ſtrengthen their 
Party, Atheiſts have Gentlemen in their Eye: 
They hope for Safety under your Protection, and | 
Credit too under the Wings of your Authority : | 
Hence they employ a hundred little Artifices to | 
Juggle you out of your Faith, and to hare you into 
Religion, and indeed you have a mighty Influence 
over the Vulgar; they model their Judgment by 
yours; your Averſion is the Standard of theirs, 
und what you approve they dare not condemn. 

| | Q From 
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From you they take Faſhions, Breeding, and even 


Religion. So that I wonder not Atheiſts aim at 


you: the Conqueſt of one Nobleman may be term- 
ed Legion; for his Surrender (like that of Me- 
tropolis) draw in the whole Province. 

Moreover, God has favour'd you with Eſau's 
Bleſſing; the Fat of the Land is part of your 


Inheritance, and by Conſequence, Honours, 


Pleaſures, and Eſteem ; the common Sequels of 
Abundance. You run ſmoothly before the Wind, 
and fail on with a proſperous Gale. Your Hal- 
57 Days run through the whole Year ; Earth, 

inds, and Men, drudge for your Satisfaction 


and Intereſt, You confute Job's Aphoriſm, Man's 


born to labour, and demonſtrate by Practice, that 
Sport is the proper Employment of Gentlemen. 
Now 0 tas ts heady, it intoxicates, tho? 
it delights ; and not only dafhes out the Memo- 
ry of Things aft, like che River Lethe, but 
(what is more 8 of thoſe that are to 
come. Men are ſo taken up with the Charms of 
the Preſent, that they have little Time, and a 
Teſs Inclination to caſt away a Thought on the 
Contemplation of the Future; they love not to 
withdraw their Eyes from the pleaſing Objects of 
this Life, to fix them on the ſcaring Proſpect of 
the other: And without doubt, Gentlemen, who 
have Pleaſures before them, would be as little 


1 to enjoy them, as Dionyſius the T Frans 
dl a 


id they reflect what Torments ſtand behin 
them. | Z 
When therefore Things glide on fuccefsfully 
Here, it's very natural to lay aſide all Concern of 


the Future: And if we judge the bad Things of ano 


ther World, thwart rhe Enjoyment of the good 
Things of this; we ſhall firſt wiſh there were no 
ſuch Place, and then from wiſhing a Thing were 

1 ; not, 
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not, to believe it is not, is but a very ſhort Tra- 
ject, for the Will and the Judgment ſeldom diſa- 
gree, and if once you lop off the laſt Article of 
the Creed Vitan æternam, you muſt throw out 
the firſt, Credo in Deum. 

Tho? Gentlemen lie open to theſe Temptati- 
ons, I do not ſay they are always overeome; ſome 
bear up with Courage againſt the Aſſault, and 


force theſe lewd Suggeſtions to retire. I know 


Perſons of Quality, whoſe Virtues are more no- 


ble than their Blood. Providence ſeems to have 


made them Great, that they might appear more 
ſuperlatively Good. Like the Sun, they ſcatter 


their benign Influence- on all below them, and 


thoſe they cannot warm with their Munificence; 
they enlighten with their Example. But how- 
ever the Event of War is doubtful, and the Dan- 
ger certain : Where Temptation reighs, there's 
no Place for Security ; and therefore by the Laws 
of Prudence you are bound to take the beſt Pre- 
cautions: You cannot be too ſure when Eternity 
lies at Stake. | 5 
[ preſent you with a Conference in which you 


will ſee the Latitudinarian onpluſt, and the Athe- 


iſt diſarm'd. You may eaſily defend your ſelves 
againſt theſe Sects, with choſe Weapons Euſebius 
overthrew their two Abettors, Arioviſtus and 
Theomachus, and if you will but take the Pains 
to balance the Lightneſs of their Defence, with 
the Weight of their Impudence ; you'll rather 
py their Sillineſs, than apprehend their Rea- 
Ons: 
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JT Oer to your Peruſal, the Second Part of the 1 


GENTLEMAN INSTRUCTED. 's a Treatiſe 7 
againſt Atheiſm. ] hope it may be profitable; I am 2 
fare it is ſeaſonable. It's Time to prepare for a De- * 
fence, when the Enemy has gain'd the Walls. When 
the Plague rages, and Death fits at every Door, it's 
Time to think of an Amulet. In a publick Danger, 
Nature commiſſions every Subjeft to fight for his 
Prince and Country, Unuſquiſq; naturaliter eſt 
Miles. Duty arms us, and Allegiance enters our E | 
Names in the Muſter-Rolls. God lies under the moſt 7 
vile Circumſtances of Inſult and Outrage. Libertines F 
make bold with his moſt ſacred Attributes ; they bur- 
leſque his Mercy, lampoon his Fuſtice, and ridicule 
his Omnipotence, whilſt Atheiſts attack his very Be- 
ing, and fly in the Face of his Divinity: And ſhall a 

. dCbriſtian ſtand an idle SpeFator at ſo bold, fo da- 


ring, 


>, 
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ring an Tnſolence? For what were Tongues made, 
but to ſpeak on ſuch provoking Occaſions ® Silence is 
criminal as well as Neutrality, and not to ſtand up 
in our Maker*s Defence when Atheiſts rifle bis Ma- 
jefty, and rally upon his Ommipotence, is to band a- 
gainſt him. | | | oe 
Some perchance may ſtand up and tell me, that 
Treatiſes of this Nature are not calculated for our 
Meridian: That they may be uſeful to the wild Pa- 
tagons of America, or the ſtupid Hotentots of the 
Cape; but that Atheiſm is ſo great a Stranger to our 
Nation, that we are ford to fetch a Word from 
Greece 10 expreſs it. We are rather oppreſs'd with 
the Light of a Deity than want it. We walk in the 
Sunſhine of Knowledge ; not the Obſcurity of Ig. 
norance. And whilſt we tolerate all Religion, it's 
ridiculous to ſuppoſe we have none. T 
But under Favour, Gentlemen, we need not ſail 
20 the Megalanian Streights, nor cut the burning 
Line to find an Atheiſt. Theſe Monſters breed nigher 
Home; they ſpawn on our Sboar; they thrive in 
our Climate, and like the Egyptian Locuſts over- 
run the Country: So that they are become an untver- 
ſal Nuiſance to the Subjet, and a Plague to the 
Realm. Stupidity and Education may plead for poor 
American Atheijs at God's Tribunal; but cannot 
for ours. Theſe are haich*d in the Stews, and nurs*d 
in the Play-houſe ; they take their Birth from De- 
bauchery, and Growth from barefac'd Malice. They 
paſs thro the woole Alphabet of Crimes before they 
touch this Non plus ultra of Impiety, 5 

Si. Auſtin complains theſe Vermin plagu*d his Age 
as it does ours, but yet they lay under Diſcipline, they 
walk'd abroad incognito, and ſculk*d under Dij- 
guiſe, ideo dixit in corde ſuo non eſt Deus, quia 
hoc nemo audet dicere, etiam fi fuerit auſus co- 
gitare. But now the Scene is ſhifted, Aubeiſin ſtands 


. &; 
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no more on Reſervedneſs ; it ſcorns to lie under tha 
Reproach of Reſtraint, or the Shame of Confine- 
ment; it has laid down the Vixard, and appears in 
publick, not only without Fear, but even with Impu- 
dence. Other Vices retire into Darkneſs and Solitude, 
like Bats, or Screech-Owls they range in the Nigbi; 
but Atheiſm braves it at Noon-Day ; and fois turn'd 
* tyto a Mid- Day Devil, Dzmonium Meridianum. | 

It has remov'd it's Lodgings from the Stews and 
Bagnio's, and other publick Scenes of Lewdneſs, to the 
Court. It has wheedPd into its Party not only the 
Rakes, but the Poets alſo, who, like Slaves at the 
Oar, drudge for the Cauſe : They rhime down Piety, 


and then laugh Religion out of Countenance to turn it 


out of Doors : They draw in all the Succours imagi- 
nable, but Reaſon and Conſcience ;, ſo that one would 
think they intended a general Invaſion upon Religion, 
and reſolve to force Morality into an Abdication. 

In King David's Reign an Atheiſt made a poor Fi- 
gure; he was content to wear the Cap and Bauble; 
bis Ambition look*d no higher than the Poſt of Scara- 
mouch, dicit inſipiens in Corde ſuo non eſt Deus. 
And indeed all Mankind, together with the Royal 
Prophet, voted him the Station: But it ſeems we 


have learnt new Notions of Wit and Wiſdom ſince 


the Deceaſe of our 1 What went in their 
Days for Stupidity and Folly, by the Hocus Pocus 
of a neu Creation, ſtarts up Ingenuity and Reaſon in 
ours. The moſt dull Creature that dares diſozun his 
Maker is dubb'd a Virtuoſo, and without any other 
Tryal of his Abilities commences Doctor in the Acade- 
my of Rakes : For theſe Men having now uſurp*d the 
Bench, they ſit upan Wit, Breeding, and Religion; their 
Judgment is the Standard of Senſe, and Scale of No- 
bility : So that whoever dares but defy God without 
Remorſe, without Shame, is a ſhrewd Man, a Per- 
ſon of Parts, and a Gentleman without the Help of 
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Heraldry, a Peer without the King's Patent; nay, 
be is every Thing but a Man. 
1 beat what they drive at, if they deſign to 
ſpread a Varniſh on the Face of Vice, to turn Lewd- 
1 into Virtue, and Brutality into Diverſion; their 

Yot is well laid, their Meaſures are juſt, and Suc- 
ceſs muſt crown their Endeavours : For if God be 
 daſh'd out of the Creed, Morality will ſoon abandon 
our Actions. Man will ſtand on the ſame Ground 
with Beaſts; Reaſon will vaniſh into Senſe, and ſo 
- we ſhall fall below the Level of our own Species. 
Power will decide Right, Intereſt will define Honeſty, 
and Revenge pronounce upon Honour; and then, like 
diſmantled Towns, we ſhall lie open 10 all the Inroads 
of Inſolence, and to all the Aſſaults of Vice. Is not this 
a fine Met bod to cut off all the Lines of Communication 
between Man and Man? To throw all Government 
off of the Hinges ? To drown Order in a Sea of Con- 
fuſion ? To flock the Nation with thieving Arabians, 
and to let looſe upon our Bodies, an Army of bloody 
Tartars? 

And indeedour Atheiſts have Reaſon to crow; their 
Trick has taken to Admiration. Debauchery ſpreads 
ſo faſt, that the Infection is become epidemical, it's 
above Expreſſion ; God ſend it be not alſo paſt Cure 
One would think Circe had ſlipp'd her magical Po- 
tions hither, Transformations are ſo ordinary; and 
what raiſes my Suſpicion is, becauſe they all end in 
the Beaſt, and moſt in the Swine, 

*Tis hard to aſſign the genuine Cauſe of this extra- 
vagant and unreaſonable Vice. One told me, he was 
of Opinion, that our Natives had wafted it hither 
from the Indies, and that theſe Barbarians had bar- 
tered their Infidelity for our Engliſh Ware. Cer- 
tainly our Seamen carry abroad a ſmall Cargo of Re- 
ligion, and a leſs of Conſcience ; both are a trouble- 
fome kind of Lading, and of no Debate. Me muſt 

| | 
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wot wonder then, if a Crew ſlenderly provided of both, 
loſe ſome Grains in the Trajeft, and more in thoſe 
Regions where they ſee none. The African Infidelity 
may tinfture their Hearts, as the African Sun tans 
their Faces; and then at their Return, they may un- 
lade the Atheiſm of Guiney with its Gold. Tho* theſe 

Apoſtate Mariners may fling the Infection among the 
Mob, they cannot reach thoſe who move in a higher 
Sphere : But Swains lie too far out of Sight, to in- 
Nuence the Nobility ; they are Creatures of too ſmall 
a Size to ſet up a Faſhion, tao deſpicable to de- 


ſerve Imitation. 


ig certain nothing has contributed more ib the 
Improvement of Atheiſm than the Liberty of the 
Preſs; like Pandora's Box, it has poured out all the 
Plagues of Schiſm, that for theſe hundred Years bave 


Plagu'd the Nation : They ſwarm in every Corner, 


ang are become both a, Drudge, and Grievance. Like 
Toad-ftools they ſtart up in a Night, and what Won- 
ger! Nature huddles up in a Moment thoſe Infſefts 
that ſpring from Stench, and feed on Corruption : 


They are for the moſt part abortive Embrio's, with- 


out Shape, without Figure, but not without Poiſon, 
The Preſs however is now a Branch of our Pro- 
perty, and a Part of our darling Liberty; we think 
ourſelves fetter*d, unleſs we have the Freedom to ſnarl 
at the Prerogative, to vomit Blaſphemies againſt 
God, and to revile Religion and Marality; and then 
that our Crimes may be immortal, and infect future 
Ages, as well as the preſent, they muſt appear in 
Print, to out-face Modęſiy, and flare Virtue, Reli- 
gion, and Obedience out of Countenance, Certainly 
theſe People fancy Ignorance and Wickedneſs are 
charming In arg vo hy elſe do they take ſuch 
Pains to ſtand Fools and Debauchees upon Record ? 
Alas ! their Defign looks another Way ; would 
they content themſelves with the Honour of Fools or 
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Debauchees, we would let them carry off the Prize; 
but they level at Piety, they firike at Religion, and 
aim by Reflection at the Almighty : And that their 
Train may take, and their Poiſon work with Ejfica- 
cy, *tis gilt over with ſoft Language, ſeimming Ex- 
preſſions, chiming Periods, i. e. they blend Poiſon 
with Poiſon to make the Potion ſtronger. Smut and. 
Baudery are fulſome Objetts in their own Dreſs, they 
rather work upon the Stomach than the Will, and 
are fitter for Scavingers than Gentlemen; when a 
little Art caſts a Blanch over their Foulneſs, and 
vails their Deformity, they enchant Senſe, and ſtupify 
Reaſon ; the Monſter withdraws, and the Sound af. 
fects the Ear, whilſt the Object lays hold of the Heart: 
Indeed ſome ſtand upon no Ceremony, they draw the 
Statues of ſcandalous Amours, not in Butto, but at. 
length, without a Fig-leaf to cover their Nakeaneſs. 
They appear under all Shapes, and in all Poſtures, 
but thoſe of Decency. What Virtue can ſtand out a- 
gainſt ſuch murdering Engines? Theſe Objects make 
Inroads upon the Fancy, they fire the Blood, and put 
the Humours in an Uproar ; they fit the Reader for 
any Villany, and what 15 worſe, point out the Occa- 
ſion ; nay, our Authors ſtand not in Univerſals, they 
deſcend in Particulars. They difſſeft Brutality, and 
expoſe Anatomy to View and Contemplation, which 
is a ſhrewd Argument their Writings are only Copies, 
and that the Afigns are the true Originals. 
In a Word, the whole Fry of our modern Pam- 

bleteers ſeems io have conſpr*d againſt Virtue and 
Goalineſs, they canonize Vice, and deify Unclean- 
neſs; and by this Means they have run down Sobrie- 
ty, and ſet up Incontinence ; they have brought Li- 
bertimſm into Credit, and Morality into Contempt; 
and Things are come to ſuch a Condition, that 
Conſcience lies under all the Dreads of Reproach, and 


Apprebenſions of Infamy, 
| 1 8 5 Now 
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Now when the agenda of Religion are laid aſide, 
the credenda will ſoon be diſmiſs'd, as uſeleſs and 
cumberſome. A Man that has but the Boldueſs to 
charge thro all the Terrors of the World, in good Time 
will laugh at them; and then becauſe God takes not 
off Sinners in Flagrante, but leave ſome Tears be- 
ween the Crime and the Puniſhment, he will be api 
enouzh to conclude he is a meer Bugbear of our own 
Creation. . To be ſhort, the Preſs has not only effe- 

minated the Mind, but unprincipled the Underſtand - 
ing, and therefore fitted us for all Diſſolution. A 
Man without Principle is a Creature without Re- 
frraint ; be is all Senſe, all Appetite, all Beaſt, and, 
n fine, all Monſter. 5 

Now to put a Stop to this growing Vogue of A. 
theiſm, I have publiſh'd theſe Conferences, in which 
tbe Atheiſt will ſee the Weakneſs of his Principles 
diſcover d, and if he be not converted, I am ſure be 
will be confounded. I defire theſe Nullifidians 10 
read the Book without Prepoſſeſſion, without Bias; 
the Subject is both ſerious and important, and there- 
fore deſer ues unprejudic d Refleftions. 
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DIALOGUE I. 


How Theomachus became an Atheiſt, ſet down as a Car- 
ion for all young Gentlemen, 
HE next Morning Neander took Coach, and 
drove directly to Euſebiuss Lodgings. He 
* walk' d up Stairs, and found his Friend in his 
Cloſet. Good Morrow, ſaid Neander, laſt Night I 
brought you the Challenge, and now I am come to carry 
you to your Antagoniſt. I hear he is ſtrangely fluſh'd 
up with Hopes of Victory, and has call'd in ſome Friends 
to be Spectators of his Triumph. 
Euſeb. Atheiſts, like young Narciſſus s, dote on their 
own Abilities ; and becauſe they are more proud than 
we, they very wiſely conclude they are more witty. But, 
eee thoſe who talk moſt, do not always talk beſt. 
peaking and Reaſoning are not always of the ſame Side ; 
that lies within the Verge of a Fool, and this is the Pre- 
rogative of a wiſe Man. But pray why ſo early this 
Morning? Atheiſts and Libertines are now in their firſt 
Sleep; they are perfect Sybarites, and never open their 
Curtains till the Sun has drove over the Meridian: So 
that they live no leſs extravagantly than they believe: 
Their Actions croſs upon Nature, as well as their Faith 
on Reaſon. But indeed we muſt fling in ſome Grains of 
Allowance; for whereas other Men ſleep to refreſh Na- 
ture, Atheiſts ſleep to work out a Debauch. And as the 
drink poor Reaſon allcep, ſo they ſleep it awake, .. this 
- Operas 
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Operation requires Time. I have read that the Morning 


Heats are admirable for Tranſpiration, they. ſupply the 


Place of a Bagnio, and ſpare both Expence and Trouble. 
Neand. An Atheiſt cannot croſs your Way, but you are 
preſently on the Spur, you make at him with full ſpeed, 
and ſeldom leave the Chace till you are both run down : 
Have you forgot, That Love your Neighbour as your ſelf, 
takes in both infidels and Atheiſts too? And that whoſoever 
is of your Species comes within the Pale of the Precept. 
Euſeb. I love their Perſons, but cannot be reconcited 
to their Principles; I could heartily pity em, had they 
one Grain of Compaſſion for themſelves ; but they are & 
Race of Men, that neither defire Pity, nor deſerve it 5 
they walk on the very Brink of the Precipice, and (tho 
they know the Danger) ſhut their Eyes, that they may 
not ſee it, as if they plac'd their Happineſs in their Ruin. 
In fine, Neander, they ſhall haye my Prayers, but nat 
my Eſteem. But a propos: May I not know my Anta- 
goniſt's Name? I forgot this Query at our laſt Meeting. 
Neand. And really I forgot to acquaint you; He is cal-, 
led Theomachus; he is in great Requeſt, and ſpeaks well, 
tho he believes ill. 1 e 5 
Euſeb. Theomachus ! | . 
Neand. Why have you any Acquaintance with the 
Gentleman ? | : 
Euſeb. I never exchang'd a Word with him in my Life; 


But a Man muſt have led the Life of a meer Recluſe, not 


to have heard of Theomachus: He has been the Town 
Diſcourſe theſe thirty Years; and never Man has been 
more prais'd, nor more blam'd than he. I have heard a 
thouſand Panegyricks of his Youth, and as many Satyrs 
of his old Age, that leaves no place for Invective, nor 
this for Excuſe; For as J have been credibly inform'd, in 
his tender Years he practis'd all Virtues, and fince he be- 
gan to decline, has plung'd himſelf into all Vices: He 
has not only debauch'd himſelf almoſt out of his Eſtate, 
but quite out of his Religion; he turn'd off Chriſtianity 
for Libertiniſm, and from hence ftept into Atheiſm ; 1o 
that, like Lucifer, from an Angel of Light, he is meta- 
morphos'd into a Spirit of Darkneſs, and has improy'd 
the Contempt of his Creator into open Rebellion ;' nay,” 
he reads Lectures of Atheiſm to others, and ſo ſpreads 
the Infection, and makes his own Diſeaſe incurable; 5 
5 . I 
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if the Allurements of Pleaſure are ſo bewitching as to per- 
ſuade a Man in fpight of Reaſon to live an Atheiſt, Ho- 
nour will puſh the Illufion farther, and invite him to die 
one. I am ſenſible enough that we are more prone to 
cenſure our Neighbour's Vices, than to take notice of his 
Virtues: Invectives flow more eaſily from us than Pane- 
gyricks; and therefore I thought my ſelf oblig'd to ſuſ- 
pend my Judgment of Theomachus, till I found ſome bet- 
ter Evidence than popular Reports, which oftentimes owe 
their Being to Miſtake or Envy, and their Growth to a 
talkative Humour, and indeed at length I fell by chance 
in the Company of one of his Friends, who gave me full 
Satisfaction: His Life has ſomething of the Romance, 
but more of the Tragedy; *tis fitter to grieve, than to 
divert us, and to melt us into Tears, than into Laugh- 
ter: Time does not preſs ; I will, if you pleaſe, run over 
the chief Circumſtances ; tho* the Narrative be not di- 
verting, I am ſure it will be inſtructive: You will learn 
by his ſad Fall, that Man can find no ſure Footing here, 
that Virtue lies within the Reach of Temptation, and 
cannot only be aſſaulted, but overcome. 74 
Neand. Pray, Sir, favour me with the Relation; In- 
ſtruction is never unſeaſonable, tis ſometimes neceſſary, 
eſpecially to young Men, whoſe Nature bends more wil- 
lingly to what is pleaſant, than what is lawful, and who 
rather ſpur on their Paſſions than curb *em ; beſides Ig- 
norance waits on Youth, as well as Preſumption. That 
| hides the Danger; This provokes it; but both betray us. 
8 begin. : | 
Euſeb. Tis a kind of Poftalatum in Spirituality, that 
Men end as they begin, and die as they live; and indeed 
Experience teaches as well as Scripture, that the laſt 
Act of our Lives is but a Copy of the firſt. Virtue 
planted in the Spring of Youth, thrives to Admiration; 
it flows in the very Winter of Age, it blooms in the 
Grave, and breathes forth Perfumes when our Bodies ex- 
hale Infection. Now if an early Virtue caſt its Roots 
ſo low, that the Blaſts of impetuous Paſſions are not able 
to ſhake it, Vice certainly will be more laſting; this is 
the Product of our own Soil, like poiſonous Weeds it 
grows without Planting, and in Proceſs of Time winds 
and twiſts it ſelf with our very Nature; it ſinks into our 
Bones, and not only conveys the Infection through gl 
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the Humours of the Body, but corrupts the very Facul- 
ties of the Soul ; ſo that like chronical Diſtempers, it ac- 
companies us to our Coffins, it ſleeps with us in the 
Grave, and burns with us in Hell. EO | 
Tho! this Rule be univerſal, it admits of ſome Excep- 
tions; who court Sin in their Youth, ſometitnes deteſt if 
in their declining Years; and thoſe who quench the un- 
lawful Heats of Lewdneſs in the very Summer of their 
Lives, are conſum'd by em in the Autumn of their Age; 
even then like Mount Eibel, they are Snow without, and 
Fire within; and this Providence permits, that the Saint 
may not preſume, nor the Sinner deſpair. St. Paul was 
a Perſecutor before he became an Apoſtle. He made a 
Martyr in Feraſalem before he ſuffer'd Martyrdom at 
Rome ; and only propagated Chriſtianity, when firſt he 
conſpir'd its Ruin. What could be more promiſing than 
the Beginning of unfortunate 7 8 He receiv'd Power 
over Devils, as well as over Difeaſes ; and commanded 
Nature whilſt he obey'd his Maſter : But when Avarice 
prey © upon his Innocence, Treaſon broke in upon his 
oyalty, and Defpair put an End to his Life, to begin 
the everlaſting Puniſhment of his Offences : But we need 
not run ſo far back into Antiquity for ſuch Examples; 
our Age can leave at leaſt one Preſident to Poſterity in 
the Perſon of unfortunate Theomachns. ; 
This Gentleman ſeem'd born under ſo happy a Con- 
ſtellation, that all Things conſpir'd to make him a Saints 
At the Age of Twelve he had the Prudence of a Man of 
Twenty, an Air of Gravity ran thro” all his Actions, ſo 
that he had nothing of the Child, but Age and Inno- 
cence. The Seeds of a pious Education ſown in a Soil 
ſo grateful, could not chuſe but improve almoſt to a Mi- 
racle; and indeed, fo ſoon as he heard to what End he 
was created, together with the dread Myſteries of Chri- 
ſtian Religion; that the Virtues of the Juſt would be 
rewatded with an Eternity of Joys; and the Sins of 
the Impious with an Eternity of Torments: He never 
balanc'd on the Choice, but reſolv'd to ſquare his Life 
by the Rule of the Goſpel, and to poſtpone all the Ad- 
vantages of Time to thoſe of Eternity. 
His Conduct was an Argument that his Reſolution nei- 
ther flow'd from Childiſhneſs, nor Ignorance; he labour'd. 
to put it in Execution with the ſame Eagerneſs he made 
: | its 
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it, and he told his Tutor one Day, that to defer the Exe- 
cution of a good Purpoſe, and to break it, was the ſame 
Thing; that a bad Action ſhould never be done, nor a 

00d one ever omitted. He began firſt to model his 
aſſions, and puniſh'd 'em like T raytors before they were 
able to rebel : He taught *em to obey betimes, that they 
might never pretend to Sovereignty, and refus'd them all 
things to baulk their Importunities ; ſo that when he made 
his firſt Appearance in the World, and enter'd upon Con- 
verſation, he drew all Mens Eyes and Admiration upon 
him: He ſeem'd caſt in a quite different Mould than o- 
ther Men, and wholly exempt from the common Curſe 
of Mankind; he fear d thoſe Things which others hope 
for, and ran from thoſe vain Amuſements they purſue: 
He plac'd his Wealth in the purchaſe of Virtue, not of 
Land, and deſpis'd all Honour, but that which ſuits 
with a Chriſtian : He look'd upon his Eſtate as a Proper- 
ty of the Poor, and therefore return'd them the Over- 
plus as a Debt, rather than as a Benevolence; and 
when once a Relation defir'd him to ſhape his Charity 
by the Rule of Diſcretion; my Neighbour's want, re- 
pla Theomachas, is the Standard of my Alms, and I 
ad rather drive my Liberality too far than too ſhort. 
He never withdrew from thoſe Diverſions that recreate 
the Body without endangering the Soul ; but then he 
could not be won to countenance a Debauch ; and altho? 
this Nicety often expos'd him to the Scofts of Raillery of 
thoſe young Blades, that rated Pleaſure above their Du- 
ty, yet he either detefted their Malice, or pitied their 
Folly, and valued his Innocence above their Favour. We 
live (ſaid he one Day) in a ſtrange Age, and as ſtrange a 
Kingdom; we profeſs a Reformation in Religion, and a 
Corruption of Manners: We believe what Chriſt reveal'd, 
and bluſh to practiſe what he taught: His Religion is Ala- 
mode, and his Precepts of Morality out of Faſhion. Sure- 
iy we pretend to juſtify the Lewdneſs of our Actions, by 
the Holineſs of our Religion, as if true Faith were a War- 
rant for Immorality. Cannot a Man be well bred 
unleſs he Hives ill? Nor condeſcending unleſs he gives up 
his Title to Heaven? Can nothing oblige a Companion. 
but my Damnation? Nothing intitle me to good Beha- 
viour but Impiety ? This is certainly to confound Ideas, 
to ſettle falſe Notions, and to banter Things out of their 
Nature. | You 
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You may eaſily imagine ſuch Lectures of Morality 
were unpalatable to thoſe young Sparks, who fix theit 
Eyes and Thoughts only upon the preſent. They took 
tne Alarm, and immediately cry'd out, Gentlemen to your 
Arms. Young Theomachus, ſays one, is vaſtly pretend- 
ing, he ſets up for a Preacher without Holy Orders, and 
enters upon the Miniſtry without Licence. Nay, replies 
another, he joins Inſult to Qutrage, Firſt by Impeach- 
ing our Conduct, and Secondly by making Inroads on 
our Prerogative. *Tis a Gentleman's Privilege to fin 
without Reproof, as well as without Scruple, and who- 
ſoever adviſes us of our Duty, tranfgreſſes his own. We 
ſhall be cloy'd with Homilies unlefs we cool his Zeal, 
and ſweeten his morofe Complexion. I am not, ſays a 
third, for being always upon the defenſive, we muſt 
make a Diverſion, and carry the War into his own Do- 
minions. His Virtue I ſuppoſe is not impregnable ; it 
may either be maſter'd by Force, or ſeiz d on by Sur- 
prize; and if our Enterprize fucceed, we ſhall gain a Pro- 
ſelyte, and loſe a Cenſor. The Counſel was receiv'd 
with Applauſe, and prefently they fell to work; they 
attack'd his Reaſon with Wine, and his Chaſtity with 
Women. But Theomachxs vented their Mines before 
they took Fire, and ſo cover'd his Adverſaries with Con- 

*fuſion, and himſelf with Glory. Nay, he painted the 
Foulneſs of the Attempt in ſo lively Colours; that he 
brought over ſome to a better Life; and even thoſe he 
could not perſuade to repent, he taught to bluſh: And 
now he had obtain'd ſuch a Superiority, that all thoſe 
Hectors who could not love him, were forc'd to eſteem 
him. His very Preſence bridled their Paſſions, and kept 
them within the Bounds of Decency, and tho? he could 
not controul their Thoughts, he was abſolute Maſter of 
their Actions. | He 
* Theomachas run on in this holy Courſe till the thir- 
tieth Year of his Age, reſpected by Men, and precious 
in the Sight of God. Never Man bid fairer for Perſe- 
verahce than he; he had kept his Paſſions under ſuch WM 
ſevere Diſcipline, that they ſeem'd rather dead than B 
mortify'd ; they had obey'd ſo long, that they loſt almoſt 1 
all Deſire to command: He lay under the Violence of 
no ill Habits, no criminal Engagements, in fine, he judg'd 
himſelf ſecure when he was within an Ace of his 2 
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His Siſter, affianc'd to a young Gentleman, invited 
him to her Wedding, ſhe preſs'd the Invitation with that 
Earneſtneſs, Theomachus foreſaw ſhe would not return 
with a Denial; he made notwithſtanding ſome Reſiſt- 
ance, and carried on his Excuſes beyond the Laws of Ci- 
vility, for he knew that Meetings devoted to Merri- 
ment, are often profan'd with Lewdnets, or, at leaſt, 
that Temptation crowds in with Youth and Gallantry, 
yet at length Importunity overcame his Conſtancy, and 
this Piece of innocent Condeſcendence firſt threw him 
upon Temptation, and then tumbled him into the Pre- 
Cipice of Libertiniſm and Atheiſm. 

Some of his Relations, Men of a gay Temper, were 
grown out of Conceit with his Moderation and Re- 
ſervedneſs, and therefore reſolv'd either to bend his Vir- 
tue, or to break it, They hire a Woman, fair as a He- 
len, but lewd as a Meſſaline, ſhe was one of thoſe who 
proſtitute their Honour for a fine Equipage, and firſt prey 
on young Gentlemen's Hearts, and then on their Eſtates, 
She was handſomely ſet out for the Employment, and 
well vers'd in all the little Arts of wheedling, nothing 
could be more engaging than her Converſation, her Hu- 
mour was pleaſant, and yet reſerv'd: So that thoſe that 
did not know her, would have taken her for a Veſtal ; 
ſhe was well inſtructed in her Part, and promis'd to act 
it to the Life, nor did ſhe fail in the Execution. 

Theomachus on the Day appointed repair'd to his Siſter's 
Lodgings, where he was receiv'd with open Arms, every 
one gave him the welcome, but they ſcrew'd up Civility 
even to Affectation, who had laid the Train to blow up 
his Virtue: And now the deceitful Syren I ſpoke of began 
to enter on the Stage. She continually plac'd her ſelf 
before him, and took him out to dance a Miuuet; the 
found Occaſion to entertain him, and ſometimes in pri- 
vate. Theomachus was firſt charm'd with her Converia- 
tion, then he ſought it, and, in fine, he found an Uneaſi- 
neſs when he was out of her Company; in a Word, his 
Paſhan made ſuch Progreſs in the Space of two Hours, 
that he was ſcarce able to maſter it: This Baſelisk had 
ſhot the Poiſon thro? his Eyes to his Heart, and its Ope- 
ration was ſo quick, that the peſtilential Flame almoit 
conſum'd him before he well knew the Cauſe of 
ſtrange an Alteration ; he 2 within himſelf to ſub- 
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mit at the Age of Thirty to a Paſſion he had conquer'd 
at Twenty, and concluded that Magick had a greater 
Hand in his Overthrow than Nature, but 'tis a Folly to 
impute to Philtrums and Incantations thoſe Effects which 
ſpring from our ſelyes, and riſe out of our own Corrup- 
tion. | | 

He endeavoured to pen up his Paſſion within his own 
Breaſt, and fear'd it ſhould take Air, but Love isa Flame 
that cannot be conhn'd, it breaks out in ſpite of Oppoſi- 
tion, and works its way through all the Marks of Diſſimu- 
lation. A certain Gloomineſs fat on his Face, Chearful- 
neſs gave place to Melancholy, he ſhew'd an Uneahneſs 
in Company, and a Diſſatisfaction in Solitude, all won- 
dered at the ſudden Alteration, but no Body more than 
himſelf. Some calld the Diſtemper a Fever, others a 
Weakneſs, but all miſs'd in their Conjectures, beſides the 


* 


Viper that ſhot the Poiſon, and the unfortunate Gentle- 


man that receiv'd it. 
Theomachus pretended Sickneſs, and ſo withdrew to his 
Lodgings, but he trail'd the Dart after him, it ſtuck in 
His Heart, and he neither had the Courage to diſengage 
it, nor Reſolution enough to ſupport the Torment: He 
| Hated the Pain, yet doted on the Cauſe of it, and even 
ſeem'd to taſte ſome Happineſs in the very Height of his 
Miſery. But Oh! when he compar'd his paſt State with 
the preſent, the ſweet Calms of a virtuous Mind with 
the boiſterous "Tempeſt of a diſtemper'd one; he thought 
himſelf fallen from Heaven into Hell, and confeſs'd no- 
thing was wanting to compleat his Miſery, but the Eter- 
nity of his Lorments. His Fancy drew out 3 Landskip 
of all the diſmal Conſequences of ſo unruly a Paſſion ; 
and Reaſon told him it was time to prevent them, but 
he relied too much-on his Virtue, and ſuppos'd it invinci- 
ble, becauſe hitherto he had not been overcome. He 
thought his Power over Paſſion was as abſolute, as God 
over the Sea, and if he bid it ſtop within the Bounds of 
Decency and Innocence, it durft not diſobey. But alas ! 
Virtue muſt not without great Precaution be put to the 
Teſt. If we truſt it too far, it often gives us the Slip, 
and by a moſt juſt Judgment from Heaven, too great a 
Conhdence ends in Ruin. : | ond 
In fine, Theomachus was impatient for a ſecond Inter- 
view ; he concluded no Harm could follow, get ag 
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intended none. That there was no Danger of Sin, be- 
cauſe his Thoughts were innocent; nay, he was now 
Aown up to ſuch an Height of Extravagance, as to per- 
ſuade himſelf, that the Impetuoſity of Appetite is ſooner 
tam'd by Liberty than Reſtraint, and that like ſome ca- 
pricious Horſes, it runs faſter when you draw in the 


| Reins, than when you flacken them. Thus he fetch'd 


Arguments from the Stable, and play'd the Jockey rather 
than the Chriſtian. | 

His Companions made him a Viſit, and eaſily per- 
ceiv'd the Cauſe of his Diſeaſe. They prais'd his Paſſion, 
applauded his Choice, and very religiouſly offer'd their 
Service in this amorous Adventufe, 2. e. they ſaw a Ke- 
lation on the Brink of the Precipice, and would by all 
Means favour him with a civil Puſh ; for you muſt know, 
Neander, there is a Race of Men in this City, who en- 
trench upon the Devil's Employment, or rather are his 
Deputies, they tempt by his Commiſſion, and damn their 
Friends out of Kindneſs, they are more ſucceſsful and 
more dangerous than their Maſter, becauſe leſs frightful, 
and then they edge the Temptation both by Example and 


Counſel. | 


Theomachus's ill Fate drew him to a ſecond Viſit, this 
made way for a third; yet he ſtood to his Reſolution, 
and kept within the Limits of Modeſty : But in the mean 
time, the Fever of Love heighten'd, and the malignant 
Humour paſt through the Eyes to the Heart, and from 
thence fum'd up to the Brain, ſo that now the Diſeaſe 
not only infected the Will, but tainted the Underſtand- 
ing. He began to venture on great Freedoms than ſtood 


with Virtue, and in a ſhort time plung'd into Debauche- 


ry: But when he retir'd into his Cloſet, and Solitude 
gave time for ferjous Reflections; Grace open'd his Eyes 
to ſee his Fault, and they dropp'd Tears to deplore it; he 
learnt by Experience, that the Pleaſure of Sin bears no 
Proportion with the Torment of it, that the Delight is 
momentary, and the Pain may be eternal. And now he 
ſeem'd reſolv'd not only.to hate his Crime, but even the 
Cauſe of it: But thoſe Debauchees who had been the In- 
ſtruments of his Fall, daſh'd all his pious Reſolutions, 
and at length not only depriv'd him of Liberty, but of 
the very Deſire to regain it. 


R 2 Tears, 
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Tears, ſays one, have no ill Grace on a Child's Cheeks, 
they become alſo well enough the weaker Sex, who of- 
tentimes plead their Cauſe with them when Reaſons fail, 
and fo at the ſame time redreſs a Grievance, and diſ- 
charge the Brain: But they argue an unpardonable 
Weakneſs in a Man, and raiſe a ſhrewd Suſpicion he 
has either over-liv'd his Judgment, or never had one; you 
have made a falſe Step, and who does not trip ſometimes? 
Let your Heart ask Pardon, not your Eyes. Repent, if 
you pleaſe, but why muſt you deſpair? But before you 


pronounce upon your ſelf, examine whether you are 


guilty? Appeal to Reaſon, not to Fancy, Prejudice, and 
Education: Thoſe are always upon the hurry, and be- 
cauſe they raiſe a Duſt, they never ſee Objects in their 
Proportion. God is a Father, not a Tyrant; if he has 
laid ſome Precepts upon us, he never intended to over- 
whelm us. Why did he create Eyes,. but to ſee? Or 
Ears, but to hear? Will he permit us to behold nothing 


but Monſters ? Or to ſmell nothing but Stench and In- 


fection? This is to make our Senſes a Burthen, rather 
than a Blefling, it's to turn into a Curſe the very Benefit 
of our Creation. 5 

No, no, Theomachus, when God fram'd our Senſes ca- 
pable to receive Pleaſure, he created Objects fit to give 
it; and | am of Opinion, that Pleaſures of the Senſe have 
nothing criminal but Miſtake. I thank that great Deity 
that made me, for the Favour of my Creation; I pay 
him Obedience every Day, and commit my ſelf to his 
Protection: Now if at the ſame time I indulge Nature, 
and give it a Play-day, where is the Harm? Mut he be 
offended, becauſe J am pleas'd ? Or cannot he be happy, 
if lam merry? Indeed I declare againſt thoſe who fly in 
the Face of Majeſty ; who burleſque his Goodneſs, and 
lampoon his Juſtice; thoſe are Attempts againſt his Per- 
ſon, Overt-acts of Hoſtility, and Rebellion, they are 
Crimes of the firſt Claſs, and if they are not puniſh'd 
with Fire hereafter, at leaſt they deſerve it. Speak 
honourably of God, pay your Workmen, injure no 
Man, and you cannot miſcarry. : | 

The Gentleman has Reaſon, ſays another, he has ſpo- 
ken like a Man of Parts and Merit. 1 lay once under 
the ſame Miſtake as you Theomachus, and never enjoy'd 
my Freedom till I eas'd myſelf of the Yoak of Ry 
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and Reſtraint : Qualms damp'd all my Pleaſures, and me- 
lancholy Spectres flung Wormwood into all my Di- 
verſions; but I have reaſon'd my ſelf out of theſe ſple- 
netick Vapours ; and laugh at theſe fantaſticxæ Monſters; 
they once tormented me; but, continu'd he, what if 


there be no God? What if you flaſh into nothing when 


you ceaſe to breathe ? And that Fear and Hope ſleep in 
the Grave ? Will your Virtue then convey you to Hea- 
ven? Or your Sins to Hell? Be firſt ſure there is a future 
State, before you part with the preſent. When you can 
demonſtrate there is a God, twill be time enough to ſerve 
him: Tell me not the Being of a Deity is paſt Debate, 
nor that all Nations conſpire in this Belief; Matters of 
this Nature are not to be put to Vote, they muſt not be 
judg'd by Plurality of Voice, Reaſon muſt decide the Que- 
ſtion, not Numbers; Truth is Truth, tho' all the World 


deny it; and Falſhood is Falſhood, tho? all abett it. Pe- 


ruſe theſe Books with an unprejudic'd Mind, with that 
he laid on the Table Hobbs, Spinoſa, and other Pam 
phlets, the Spawn of our Age, and the Plague of our 


unhappy Nation. 


T his new Syſtem of Divinity ſtunn'd him, he knew 
not whether he ſhould receive it with Laughter or Indig- 
nation, for tho' on the one Side he ſuppos'd they jeſted, 
7 on the other they play'd on too ſerious a Subject: 

ho” he had forfeited his Innocence, he had not yet took 
leave of Religion ; ſo that he could not endure to hear 
the Decalogue traduc'd. Virtue levelPd with Vice, and 
God himſelf degraded by a Pack of Atheiſts, who have 
no other Reaſon to quarrel with his Being, but becauſe 
he curbs their Luſts, and laſhes their Conſcience with 
Scorpions. 

But the Devil of Love that poſſeſt this unhappy Gen- 
tleman, begun to riſe again, he perceiv'd that Indulgence 
had whetted his Paſſhon, inſtead of blunting it; and that 
it was impoſſible to gratify Senſuality without provoking 
Conſcience. In this Agony between Fear and Deſire he 
firſt cried out ; if theſe Gentlemen's Tenets are not 
true, they are at leaſt convenient, they give full Scope to 
Senſe, and reconcile Conſcience with Pleaſure ; then he 
wiſh'd they were true, and after a Pauſe, perchance they 
are, ſaid he, latter Ages have diſcov er'da new World, 
why may they not a new Truth? At leaſt there is no, 
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Harm in examining their Principles. If they prove ſa- 
tisfactory, | may enjoy my Paſſion, if not, I am reſolv'd 
to ſtifle it. Thus did Atheiſm make its Approaches by 
Degree, it work'd at firſt out of Sight, and under a Diſ- 
guiſe, and then turn'd poor Theomachus out of his Reli- 
gion and Wits too. | | | 


He fell upon the Books with ſo great Eagerneſs, that 
he ſeem'd rather to devour than read them: And when 
he fell upon the Panegyrick of human Reaſon, or an In- 
vective againſt Prejudice and Education: This is fair 


Dealing, ſaid he! this is to build on Principles; to ſtand 


on a ſure Foundation, we cannot go aſtray under the 


Conduct of Reaſon; Intereſt cannot break in upon its 


Integrity; it acts without Biaſs, without Partiality; its 
Judgment is infallible, and its Deciſions Oracles. Pre- 


judice and Education are the Bane of Truth: They ſo 
crowd our Heads with old Species, that they leave no 


room for new ones; ſo that we either act out of Cuſtom 
Or Spite. 


But he had done well to conſider, that they who inveſt 


our Underſtandings with the Prerogative of Infallibility, 
are infallibly Coxcombs, that they are great Strangers to 
Reaſon, who think it above Error, and that they are cer- 


tainly miſtaken, who ſuppoſe it cannot be deceiv'd. *Tis 


true indeed, Prejudice and Education oftentimes rather 


leads us from Truth, than to it. And it is more ſecure 


to make the Enquiry alone, than in their Company, but 


when Men declaim againſt them without Mean or Mea- 


ſure, tis a Sign they are tainted with the Diſeaſe, for 
where there is Heat, there is no Indifference : And ſo they 


only condemn one Prejudice with a greater. 


However, the Books infected him, they convey'd the 
Contagion from his Heart to his Head; ſo that within a 


ſhort Time his Diſeaſe came to a Criſis, which prognofti- 


cated nothing but Atheiſm. He found a ſtrange Charm in 
the Stile, their flouriſhing Periods ſtruck him with Ad- 
miration. He thought a Vein of Wit and Elegance ran 
through all their Diſcourſes, ſo that he was never tir'd 
with reading nor praiſing them: The worſt of Things 
were preſented him under a handſome Maſk, which 


made them paſs; Poiſon will not go down, unleſs it be 
gilt or made palatable, and for this Reaſon generally the 


worſt Books are writ the beſt; barefac'd Impieties rather 
| mops 


7 


bn” 
> wu 


* 


* F n - 8 . . 4 
8 N . % Got CO Part de 
OR LS I RA D Et» AS a SIT $208 
3 Jets AION? pn ons DO DEA A IO 
- 4 : 8 4 W's wan 8 


8 


8 e 
3 
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move us to Indignation than Love, and therefore, thoſe 


who expoſe them to the publick View, take Care to ſet 
them off in a gaudy Dreſs, to veil their real Deformity 


under beautiful Trappings. I know many are of Theo- 


machnss Opinion, and make ſtrange Diſcoveries of Wit 


in theſe Authors, where I find nothing but Blaſphemy. 


But ſome Men are born under a happy Conſtellation ; 
they have the good Fortune to be dubb'd Wits, meerly 
for ſcoffing out of the common Road, and taking the 
Confidence to deride thoſe ſacred Myſteries, the greateſt 


part of Mankind reverences ; which certainly is no more 


an Argument of a Man's Wit than of his Piety : But *tis 


a Demonſtration, that an Eugliſg Atheiſt was in the 


Right when he ſaid, hen Reaſon is againſt & Man, then 
a Man will be againſt Reaſon. 
You muſt not wonder if Theomachus once intoxicated 


with Atheiſtical Wit, was ſoon bewitch'd with Atheiſti- 


cal Arguments; every Sophiſm ſeem'd concluſive, and 
Demonſtration ſparkled in every Period. You would have 
ſworn thoſe Gentlemen's Arguments were as evident as 
Mathematical Poſtulatums; or that they prov'd their 
Theſis by Apollonias or Euclid : But after all, they build 
on Gueſſes, and ever beg the Queſtion, but never prove 
it. Sometimes they flirt at the Government of the Uni- 
verſe ; then at God's Juſtice; and ſometimes again at his 
Mercy ; and becauſe they cannot reconcile theſe two At- 
tributes, they ſuppoſe they are incompatible ; as if Man's 
Reaſon, that cannot comprehend a File, were able to 
graſp an Immenſity. However, theſe Arguments which 
rather work on Fancy, than convince the Underſtanding, 
debauch'd Theomac hus, and becauſe he could not, or would 
not reſolve them, he thought them unanſwerable. 
Sometimes he would adjourn from his Cloſet to the 
Coffze-Houſe, and venture upon a Diſpute ; and when he 
was put to a plunge, he laid the Miſcarriage rather upon 
his own Ignorance, than on the Cauſe he manag'd. S0 
beſotted was he of his new Maſters. In fine, the Employ- 
ment of Theomachas jumps with his Name, and his Mo- 
rals with his Faith; he is a perfect Atheiſt, that is, with- 
out Religion, and by conſequence without Morality: He 
acts as he believes; and the only Apology for his Vices, is 
the Corruption of his Principles, | | 
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T ho? this unhappy Gentleman abandon'd God, God 
did not abandon him; he ſtruck him with a Fever, which 
in ſome Days brought him to Death's Door, and the Do- 
Ser 4eliver'd him this doleful Meſſage, Sir, you muſt die. 
1 before diſcours'd of Death, as if he had been 
i nortal, broke into a Fit of Impatience and Diſtracti- 
©, he ſcarce knew where he was, much leſs what to re- 
1-ive on; he ſaw he could not live, and yet he would not 
die. This ſtrife between Life and Death caſt him into 
itrrange Convulſions; and the Loſs of the preſent, with the 
Fear of tne future, ſet all the Humours of his Body in a 
Ferment. God awak'd his Conſcience which flew in his 
Face, and ſet before his Eyes a whole Inventory of his 
Crimes. He ſtarted at the Sight of theſe ghaſtly Monſters, 
and fear'd himſelf more than Death, nay, more than Hell ; 
for ' tis more to deſerve thoſe Torments than to ſuffer *em. 
Oh, cry'd he, there is a God! Sickneſs that has almoſt 
kill'd my Body, quickens my Underſtanding! From theſe 
laſt Moments of Time, methinks, I take a Survey of E- 
ternity ; and behold there a Judge who will puniſh me, 
if I die in Obſtinacy, or reward me if I breathe out my 
Soul in Repentance. Oh! I will fly to his Mercy rather 
than abide the Impartiality of his Juſtice! His Goodneſs 
exceeds my Malice ; he can pardon more-than I am able 
to commit, and will receive me into Favour, if I ſue for 
it with Humility and Contrition. In ſhort, he ſent out 
ſuch fiery Ejaculations, that they ſeem'd to flow rather 
from the Breaſt of a Seraphin, than of a Man. He de- 
teſted Atheiſm with all the Cauſes of it, and wiſh'd he 
had loſt his Eyes, before they look'd upon thoſe ſcanda- 
lous Books, that corrupted his Will, and poiſon'd his 
Underſtanding: He water'd his Bed, in a very literal 
Senſe, with his Tears; nor could all the Perſuaſions of 
his Friends ſtop the Current. He now had no regard for 
the Body, that was once his Idol; nay, he wiſh'd that 
Sorrow would rather put an End to his Life, than Na- 
ture. But Theomachus beyond Expectation recover'd, 
and what is amazing, relaps'd into his old Diſeaſe : 
Scarce did he enjoy the Favour of a perſect Health, but 
he ſpurn'd at his BenefaCtor, and fell into thoſe Abomi- 
nations he ſo lately deteſted ; as if God varied with our 
Conſtitutions, and vaniſh'd into nothing when we are 
well, and revives when we lie on our Death- Bed. 
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This is an Abridgment of Theomachus's Life, and I 
have been more particular in the Narrative, that you 
may learn by his Misfortune, and draw ſome Advantage 
from his Miſcarriage: We may date his Ruin from the 
Riſe of his Paſſion; tho? debauch*d Company, and lewd 
Books compleated it. Love ſunk the Mind; Conver- 
fation and Reading put fire to the fatal Train, that blew 
up Theomachas's Virtue: And from this tainted Spring 
flow thoſe unheard-of Abominations, that almoſt drown 
the Nation. Had not the Printers ſo much Work, the 
Preachers would have leſs; but now the Preſs declares 
War againſt the Pulpit, and the Hawkers ſcatter the 
Defiance. | 

Nean. This is a ſtrange Story, and had lit from ano- 
ther, I ſhould be tempted to doubt whether Man be ca- 
pable of ſo great Inconſtancy. Certainly it deſerves a 
Place in Hiſtory. I may perchance be tempted, with 
your leave, to expoſe it to the Publick. 

Euſeb. | leave that to your Diſcretion. Let's not for- 
get our Atheiſt ; it's time to take Coach. 


DIALOGUE II. 
Whether there are any real Atheiſts. 


THey walk'd down Stairs, and when they were in the 
1 Coach, pray, ſaid Neander, give me your Opinion, 
are there any ſuch Creatures in the World as real Atheiſts? 
They ſay this Vermin ſwarms, and, like Egyptian Frogs, 
crawl into the very Bed-chambers of Princes. 
Euſeb. Atheiſm is a meer Sound, an infignihcant Word, 
a modiſh Bluſter; but in Truth there is no ſuch Monſter 
in Nature, as a downright Atheiſt : I mean, no body in 
his Senſes can ſeriouſly perſuade himſelf there is no God. 
Men may huff and hector in a Rendezvous of Rakes 
and Bullies ; they may ſwear they believe no ſuch thing; 
and in a raving Tranſport of Debauchery defy it; but 
then you mult take all this for nothing but Cant and 
Brawade : The denial fits on the Tongue alone; tis ra- 
ther a Wiſh there were no God, than a ſerious Profeſſion 
there is none ; for whilſt they mock this pretended No- 
| thing, 
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thing, they tremble at the Apprehenſion of it; they fear 
its Anger, though they deny its Being: So that thoſe we 
call Atheiſts affect to appear what they are not; and by 
a ſtrange Frenzy, lay to their own Charge a Crime they 


are not guilty of: And indeed the Perſuaſion that there 


is a God, is rooted in Nature; we owe it neither to 
Education nor Study: As our Maker has ſtamp'd his 
Image in our Foreheads, ſo he has alſo engraven'd the 
Knowledge of himſelf in our Souls; and altho' Debau- 
chery may deface the Characters, it can never deſtroy 
them. 

Near. Pray let us drive home again: I thought we had 
been on an 3 againſt Atheiſts; but I perceive 
they are Enemies of our Coining; they are meer Phan- 
toms that flaſh from Fancy, and only ſerve for Satyr and 
Invective. What did that great Champion Dr. T/lozſox 
enter the Liſt againſt Chymera's? Did he duel with emp- 
ty Apparitions, and fence with Shadows? 

Euſeb. Miſtake me not; I told you there were no real 


Atheiſts. Id eſt; that no Man can be ſo far convinc'd 


there is uo God, but ſtil] he fears there zs one. Let him 
draw up a Whole Legion of Atheiſtical Arguments in 
Batalia, they cannot ſecure the Underſtanding from 


Frights and Suſpicions; for tho* they may look under the 


falſe Lights of Prejudice and Partiality very plauſible, 
yet they cannot convey to the Intellect, Evidence and 
Demonitration. - 

But then there are a world of limping Atheiſts, who 


walk between a God and no God; that is, who ſays there 


is no Deity, and act as if there were none; and yet at 
the ſame time ſuſpect there is one. This is that Race of 
Men we call Atheiſts, who have diſmiſt their Underſtand- 
ing and Reaſon with their Will. | 

Nean. Under Favour, I muſt treſpaſs upon your Pati- 
ence, andcrave farther Inſtruction ; for as yet 1 walk in 
the dark, and do not apprehend your meaning: Cannoꝰ 
the Being of a Deity be juſtify'd by Arguments, that 
flaſh Conviction*! | 
_ Eaxſeb. Yes, it can. 


Nean. It ſeems then impoſſible for the Underſtanding 


even to doubt of a Truth, that preſents it ſelf in the glit- 


tering Equipage of Demonſtration ; for it is not Maſter | 
of its Acts, as the Will; it lies under the Command of 
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Neceſſity, and is compell'd to acknowledge Truth if is 


rs in Perſon. 
5 Euſel. The Propoſitions of Euclid are all Demonſtra- 


tions; and yet a bare caſt of the Eye on the Lines, or the 


Titles, do not ſend Truth in Poſt to the Brain: We muſt 
frſt ſee what the Author would be at; then we muſt put 
Antecedents, and draw Conſequences before we can diſco- 
ver that Light which flows from the Schemes to the 
Head, and gilds the Underſtanding. Now an Atheiſt is 
fick of a Deity, and therefore will make no Acquaintance 
with thoſe Arguments that prove one ; they come upon 
too ungrateful a Meflage to find a kind Reception; and 
generally when they aſk an Audience, the Will denies 
Admittance ; or at leaſt it cuts out ſo much other Work 


for the Underſtanding, that it can find no time to give 


them a full Hearing: Like a Miniſter of State, it hovers 
about the Prince, and obſtructs the free Paſſage to the 
Preſence: But then, when Arguments for no God ap- 
pear, the Will puts on foot a hundred little Intrigues to 
enſnare the Underſtanding ; they are trick'd up for De- 
luſion, and fitted for Deceit. - | 
Neaz. I perceive it's a fine thing to be a Dupee : Why 
elſe do Men take ſuch Pains to impoſe on themſelves ? 
But can Men cheat themſelyes in Reputation? Or are 
there ſo great Charms in being over-reach'd? I thought 
it was every Man's Intereſt there were a God; and there- 
fore, methinks, it were more reaſonable to believe, than 
to wheedle our ſelves into Infidelity. | 
Euſeb. No doubt, it's the Intereſt of Reaſon, but not 
of Senſuality. A Man who takes Pleaſure for the Rule 


of his Actions, muſt lie under ſtrange” Apprehenſions at 


the very Thoughts of another World. The dreadful 
Glory of an exaſperated Deity ; the fiery Proſpect of 
boiling Brimſtone, and the horrid Pourtraits of the in- 
fernal Executioners, cannot chuſe but work upon the 
moſt reſolute Debauchee: Sin, tho” never fo pleaſant, 
with the diſmal Conſequencesof Judgment and Damna- 
tion, fit very uneaſy on his Conſcience, and counterpoiſe 
the Sweetneſs of the moſt refin'd Senſuality with Gall 
and Wormwood. Now theſe Creatures of Pleaſure, 
who cannot reſolve on Repentance, have found out a 
hort way to plaiſter up a Peace with Conſcience : They 
commiſſion their Lufts to draw upon the Underſtanding, 

and 
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and compel it to deny, or at leaſt to doubt of thoſe 
Truths that alarm them: And it cannot be denyꝰd, but 
all inordinate Luſts biaſs the Intellect, and make it fit 
to receive thoſe Impreſſions which favour Paſſion. When 
|; Men live as if there were no God, tis extreamly expe- 
j dient for them there were none; and when once they 
are come ſo far, they catch at all thoſe Arguments, 
which may fortify them in this Perſuaſion ; and theſe 
join'd with the Charms of Intereſt, abate the Dread of 
Divinity. *Tis true, all theſe pretty Artifices are never 
able to ſecure them againſt the Furies that riſe from 
another World to haunt them. Perchance there is a God, 
perchauce there is a Hell, fright them into their Solitude 
and Retirement, and ſometimes into Taverns too: Yet 
they have gain'd one Point by doubting, which they look 
upon as a very conſiderable Advantage, viz. that they 
may live Rakes, and die Athieſts, without being ſure 
there is a God to call them to Account, or a Hell to 
uniſh them; and certainly a Man may be ſaid in ſome 
egree happy, that is not ſure he ſhall once be eternal- 
ly miſerable. | | . 
Now you ſee the Heart has carried on the Contrivance, 
and from this apoſtem'd Member flows the Corruption 
of Atheiſm. And to cut off all doubt, why do the ve- 
ry high-flown Atheiſts deſert on their Death- beds thoſe 
Principles they once admir'd? Why do they turn Rene- 
gadoes to Atheiſm at the laſt Gaſp ? Have they receiv'd 
new Lights from Doctors and Apothecaries? No, no, 
they have left the World behind; Pleaſures are now out 
of their reach, and paſt Happineſs almoſt out of their 
Memory. They fancy at leaſt an Eternity before them, 
; Fire under their Feet, and Vengeance over their Heads. 
Theſe diſmal Meditations cool Paſſion, allay Luft, and 
change the Heart ; but work no Alteration in the Un- 
derſtanding: So that I may conclude with David, The 
Fool ſaid in his Heart there is no God. Atheiſm lodges 
in the Breaſt, and a Deity in the Head. Men do not be- 
lieve a God, becauſe they will not; to gratify Senſe, 
they diſoblige Reaſon ; and hug Infidelity, to ſeer Con- 
ſcience. | 
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DIALOGUE III. 


Euſebius and Theomachus meet and agree on the Pre- 
poke Rk limimaries, 


* QCarce had Exſebins ended, when the Coach ſtopp'd at 


3 Theomachas's Lodgings, who expected him with a 
HF young Gentleman we call Exdoxus. This Blade was a 
— great Pretender to Wit; and to follow the Stream of Cu- 
* ſtom, would make the firſt Eſſay of it, in a Critick of 
8 Religion: He receiv'd the Rudiments of Latitudinari- 


aniſm from Arioviſtus; and was grown a wondrous Pro- 
ficient in the Science of Impiety: He paſs'd the Line 
of Chriſtianity ; and although he had not yet touch'd 
upon the Point of Atheiſm, he was arriv'd, as Arioviſtus 
us'd to talk, at the Cape of Good Hope ; in fine, he yet 
acknowledg'd a God, admitted all Religion, and would 
condemn none. 

After ſome mutual Civilities: This is the Gentleman, 
ſaid Neander, I ſpoke of Yeſterday; if Victory favours 
you, I hope you will give him fair Quarter for my 

ke. | 

Theo. Never fear; *tis more glorious to uſe a Victory 
modeſtly, than to gain one. I had rather receive a Foil 
from Euſebius, than be ſubdu'd by Infolence. Reſt ſe- 
cure, continu'd he with a ſmile, if Fortune takes my ſide, 
your Friend ſhall have reaſon to be ſatisfied with me: III 
immediately releaſe him on his Parole not to bear Arms 
againſt Atheiſm, till he be better inform'd. . 

Euſeb. 1 am much oblig'd for your Civility; if I fall 
under the Weight of your Arguments, I abandon my 
ſelf wholly to your Generofity : Priſoners of War, like 
Minors, are uncapable to Article ; they lie at the Mercy 


_ of the Conqueror, and muſt receive Conditions, but can 
— make none. But, Sir, I muſt beg Pardon for my Rude- 
: = neſs; for aſtho* Neander told me you earneſtly deſir'd a 
"= Conference, yet I am ſenſible, that it's neither genteel 
1 nor handſome to ſalute a Stranger with a Diſpute ; nor 
1 to make Acquaintance in a Duel: But, Sir, I come here 
mx to diſcourſe, not to contend. I ſeek Truth, which, like 
= Pearls, is only found in a Calm; and unleſs we all re- 
| ſolve to abandon Error when we perceive it, tis better 
= | | to 
7 
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to forbear the Engagement: For if we look upon the 
Conference as a Tryal of Wit, and perſuade our ſelves 
it's more diſhonourable to own an Error than to defend 
one in Spight of Evidence, we ſhall take a great deal of 
Pains to diſcompoſe our ſelves ; and then the Queſtion 
will be, who has moſt Paſſion, not who has moſt Rea- 
ſon: For when a Man is pinch'd and will not ſurrender g 
when his Reaſons are weak and his Obſtinacy ſtrong z 
he calls in Heat and Paſſion to his Aſſiſtance; the only 
Supports of a ſinking Cauſe; and I take it for granted, 
that a Man never wants Arguments to relieve a droop- 
ing Theſis, but he ſupplies the Want with Noiſe and 
Clamour. 15 , . 
Theom. You ſpeak my Thoughts; Reaſon forc'd me 
to deny a God, and when Reaſon tells me there is one, 
I will ſubmit to its Dictamens. I never wed an Opinion 
for better, for worſe: What I took upon good Grounds, 
J lay down upon better: I do not hug a Miſtake, nor 
Pride in an Error, nor ever laid Claim to Infallibility. I 
cannot well comprehend'what thoſe Pretenders to Science 
would be at, who faſten on the firſt Notions, and will 
no more part with them, than a Spazrard with his Basket- 
Hilt or Golilia : They fancy ſurely that Truth ſwims on 
the Surface, and that the beſt Thoughts lie always up- 
permoſt ; but then they would do well to conſider, they 
ive Children a confiderable Advantage: over Men ; for 
e will no more be the Conſequence of Time 
and Experience: We ſhall live no more to learn Wiſ- 
dom, but to be fix'd in Folly. In a word, I will no 
more enſlave my Underſtanding, than my Perſon; and I 
value at as high a Rate the Liberty of Thinking, as of 
Acting. Convince me there is a God, and I' take my 
laſt Farewel of Atheiſm. „ . 
Enuſeb. Indifference is an excellent Diſpoſition; we 
ſeldom purſue Truth without Prejudice, but we take it. 
J have a Favour or two to beg before we begin, conti- 
nued Exſebins, Firſt, Let us ſpeak by Turns: I am no 
Friend to Noiſe, and cannot be reconcil'd to thoſe ftery 
| Diſputants who fling out Arguments, one upon the Back 
| of the other, yet will not have the Patience to receive 
{i one Anſwer: This is not to confer, but to wrangle ; and 
1 altho? it may become the Skippers of Mapping, or the Oy- 
+ 
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ing of Geritlemen. An Argument propos'd with Noiſe 
and Bluſtering, may break the Head, and diſmount the 
Brain, but it never makes Impreſſion on the Underſtand- 
ing; Truth, like a gentle Shower, ſoaks through the Ears, 
and moiſtens the Intellect. 25 : | 
Theom. I was drawing up that Article, and am glad 
you have foreſtall'd me; you are of my Temper: I would 
have a Diſpute manag'd with Vigour, but not with Heat; 
that inſpirits Converſation, this confounds it: Notwith- 
ſtanding, diſputing is hot Service, I confeſs, and gene- 
rally is perform'd with too much Eagerneſs to be ſucceſs- 
ful; nay, I was once acquainted with a moſt even tem- 
per'd Man, who after he had drawn Blood, as I may 
ſay, and was fleſh'd in Polemicks, never waver'd his good 
Humour afterwards. | | 

Euſeb. I muſt alſo defire you to avoid Miſtakes, to 
call in an Amannenſis, When our Anſwers and Objecti- 
ons are committed to Paper, and ſign'd by both Parties, 
there will be no Fear of Miſrepreſentation. I have often 
ſeen a Conference in Print, nothing like the Original ; 
and he who crow'd in the Pamphlet, cry'd craven in the 
Chamber. Theomachus preſently approv'd the Propoſition, 
and ſent for an Amanuenſis: So that now the Prelimina- 
ries were agreed to, and all things ſeem'd ready for the 
Engagement. 

But Euſebius who ſaw a great Intimacy between Ex- 
doxus and Theomachus, ſuppos'd they were not much 
divided in Opinion ; and therefore that he might attack 
them both at the ſame time, if helean'd towards Deiſm, 
defir'd to know his Principles. Sir, ſaid he, addreſſing 
his Diſcourſe to Eudoæus, I hope without Rudeneſs T may 
ask what Religion you profeſs? We are now met to 
diſcourſe of that Subject, and perchance yours may come 
within the reach of theſe Arguments I intend to level 
at Atheiſm. In Italy and Spain ſuch Queſtions are ſu- 
perfluous ; and in France, when you find a Man no Pa- 
piſt, you conclude he is a Hagenot. But our Iſland is 
more prolifick, and yields annual Crops of Religion, as 
well as of Corn. One Grain of Faith ſprouts up into a 
hundred: And I am told, that you may poll the People 
more eaſily than their Tenets: So that Religions riſe and 
fall as well as Men; and therefore, with Submiſſion to 
my Lord Mayor's better Judgment, I would * the 
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Mortality of Churches put in the weekly Bills, together 

with that of the Inhabitants. : | 

Exndox. Liberty and Property are the Birth-right of 

every free-born 71 Subject: And I ſee not why the 
0 


ſame great Charter ſhould not enfranchiſe his Belief, as 
well as his Goods and Chattels. England, Sir, is a 
nice Nation; I may add, and pious alſo. We pay Ho- 
mage and Obedience to the Lord, and will ſtand for his 
juſt Right and Prerogatives; but then we forget not 
our darling Liberty; we reſpect him as Children, not 
as Slaves, and walk in his Ways with Freedom, not in 
Tramels. ö . 
Euſeb. You acknowledge then a God. | 
 Emdox. I do. I am allo perſuaded there is a Heaven, 
and think there may poſſibly be a Hell; theſe Articles I 
ſubſcribe to: But no Man ſhall ſtretch my Faith to ano- 
ther Tenet, or command my Obedience to a Canon 
more. This is my Non plas ultra; what lies on the other 
hide of theſe Points, is an unknown Region to my Faith, 
tho? not to my Opinion. I confeſs I do not underſtand 
what God is, tho' I adore him; yet I know enough 
to admire his Greatneſs, and my own nothing. I love 
ſometimes to loſe my ſelf in the Labyrinth of his Perfec- 
tions; to purſue my Reaſon to an, 04 Alzizado! In my 
Retirement, I poſe my Apprehenſion with the intricate 
Attributes of his Eternity, Goodneſs and Juſtice ; and 
thoſe very Objections that ſtartle another Man's Faith, 
confirm mine: To believe what I can prove, is rather 
Science than Faith. I recreate my ſelf therefore with his 
Goodneſs, and confound my Underſtanding with his 


a” 


Eternity; and put all Suggeſtions of Infidelity out of 


Countenance with this old ſaying of Tertullian, Certum 
eft, quia impoſſibile eſt. 

I read no Caſuiſt but my Reaſon, and am of Opini- 
on, that God pardons ſome Sins as eaſily as we commit 
them : My Conſcience is neither of Steel, nor of Wax ; 
heavy Offences batter it, but a Peccadillo of Infirmity 
makes no Impreſſion. I thank God, all my Sins have 
Names, and are rather Friends to Senſe, than Enemies 
to Reaſon ; they neither attack God, nor wound my 
Neighbour ; they only refreſh ſometimes my drooping 
Spirits, and gently purge Melancholy. In my ſolitary 
Thoughts, I compute and caſt up Accounts with my 
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Maker; and I find ſuch a Confidence in his Mercy, that 
my youthful Failinzs are not able to affright me. Nay, 
methinks, I am tempted frequently to oftend, that I may 
have the Satisfaction of asking Pardon: And no Medi- 
ta tion carries me ſo faſt to God, as that of his Goodneſs, 
which forgives with ſo much Eaſe thoſe Tranigreſſions 
that hurry me from. him. ö 

Now it any Man will quibble upon my Symbcl of 
Faith, I can eafily forgive him. I cannot be angry with 
another's Judgment for diſagreeing from mine: And tho” 
I think my ſelf in the right Way, I dare not concluce, 
my Opponents are in the wrong. Each Religion is but 
a different Road, that meets at Heaven; and if ſome 


vill walk on in the ſtraight Path, charg'd with a Lum- 


ber of Articles, Precepts, and Ceremonies, let them jog 
on, their Burthen will not load me: If they love to 
ſweat under their Devotion, I vote them that Satisſacti- 
on: If they will not communicate with me, I have no 
Scruple to converſe with them; their ill Nature ſhall not 
Influence my Charity: I tan enter into a Papiſt Church, 
and either pray with them, or for them; the Place can't 
profane my Prayers; wherever the Creator is, he may 
be ador'd; and therefore at Conſtantinople, I would entet 
into a Moſque, or into a Pagode in Bengall or Siam; for if 
a Mahometan's or Idolater's Prayer offends God, mine 
may pleaſe him ; if theirs pollute the Place, mine may 
ſanctify it; for if they direct their Devotions to a Statue, 
or Impoſtor, I offer mine to God; and fo reEtify the Er- 

ror of their Worſhip, by well ordering mine. 
Euſeb. Tho! your Life be ſtrait- lac'd, your Charity 
is comprehenſive. I ſuppoſe the Univerſality of this, muſt 
atone for the Singularity of the other. Well, Sir, in a 
Word, continued he, you profeſs one Religion, and ap- 
prove all; and fo fall into the Claſs of Latitudinariant:? 
You are a Leveller, and. would bring into the World 
an Equality of Religions, as well as Goods and Dig- 
nities. You lie then under the fame Latitude with 
. Theomachis, and the Stroke that hits him will wound 
you. Well, Sir, (addreſſing himſelf to Theomachns ) 
chooſe your Weapon; are you for the offenſive or de- 

fenſive? | | 
 Theom, Let us have our Turns; we will engage on 
equal Terms, But you 15 in my Houſe ; the en 
I — 


ö 
g 
IF 
i 
| 


— nin ena more —————— — 7 2. 


258 The GENTLEMAN Infiructed. 


Breeding and Civility command me to give you the Pre- 
cedency. I leave it therefore to your Choice. 
Euſeb. I ſee you are reſolv'd to overcome me with Ci- 
vility, before you vanquiſh me with Reaſon. But J will 
not contend with you at this Weapon. I accept your 
Offer, and will not offend your Principles, before I de- 


fend my own. 
— — 


DIALOGUE w. 


The Atheiſt cannot be ſure there is uo God, nor the Lati- 
tudinarian hat all Religions are ſaving, 


Euſeb. 1 Suppoſe neither of you are fo ſatisfy'd with your 
Religions, as never to be haunted with Fears, 

nor ſcar'd with Doubts and Apprehenſions; for nothing 
can ſecure the Underſtanding, and fix the Judgment, but 
Evidence. Now I cannot perſuade my ſelf, that any 
Atheiſt, Libertine, or Latitudinarian dare venture on ſo 
bold an Attempt, as to thruſt on Mankind thoſe Argu- 
ments for Demonſtrations, that under a fine Appearance 
hide nothing but Falſhood and Sophiſtry. I doubt not 
indeed, but the Will may byaſs the Underſtanding, and 
force out an Aſſent; but then this can be no more ſteady 
than meer Philoſophical Concluſions, that fly no higher 
than Opinion: For whilſt each Side of a Contradiction 
bids fair for Truth, we cannot tell on which fide it lies, 
and ſo float on Uncertainties ; and though we judge the 
Theſis true, we fear it may be falſe. I will therefore, for 
once, deal more generouſly with you, than I am oblig'd 
in Reaſon: I will, I ſay, grant that your Tenets are 
doubtful; but then when I do you a Favour be pleas'd 
to do me Juſtice, and confeſs, that *tis probable there is 
a God, and that there is one reveal'd Religion. I only 
ask what you cannot refuſe without Injuſtice, for cer- 
tainly if we appeal either to the Tribunal of Reaſon, or 
Authority, I ſhall carry my Cauſe ; for the Aſſerters of 
a God plead for his Exiſtence with ſolid Reaſons; where- 
as you meerly beg the Queſtion you are to prove,. and 
bring no more but a bare Poſſibility for the Support of 
your Hypotheſis: And then, you can pretend no Fee. to 

| utho- 
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Authority. The Founders of Atheiſm and Libertiniſm 
were look'd upon as Monſters in the very Places they 
liv'd, and deſerv'd Puniſhment for their Lewdneſs, before 
they ſuffer'd Baniſhment for their Impiety. _ 

Epicure and Theodore were profligate Wretches ; their 
Morals run even with their Divinity; they exterminated 
Virtue with Religion, and debauch'd both Practice and 
Principle; their Scholars have out-done both the Origi- 
nals, and improv'd both Irreligion and Impiety. Now 
Men who are a common Nuiſance to their Country, 4 
Misfortune to the Age they live in, and an eternal Shame 
to their Species, and have little Authority with, thoſe, 
who have one grain of Kindneſs for their Nature ; they 
are better qualified for the Bar than the Bench, and more 
fit to ſuffer than to witneſs. 3 

But thoſe who avouch for me, are as admirable for 
Learning, as Piety; they are without Number, and a- 
bove Reproach: So great Authority back'd with weighty 
Reaſon, muſt be confeſs'd ſufficient to make our Opinion 
probable, I might ſay certain; but I wave the Advan- 
tage, I may claim both in Equity and Juſtice, and only 
ask what you are too reaſonable to refuſe, viz. That 18 18 
probable at leaſt there is a God. „ 
Tyheom. I have read all I could find on this Subject; 
and am forc'd to confeſs, our Authors have promis'd 
more than they are able to perform: Their Demonſtra- 
tions for 20 God leave, methinks, ſome Apprehenſion 
there is one; and I find them work more efficaciouſſy 
upon my Underſtanding in Company, than in Solitude; 
and in Taverns, than in my Cloſet. 

Euſeb. That is; when Senſuality has ſtarted the Game, 
and Paſſions are on the Wing; when Appetite purſues 
criminal Pleaſure, and Conſcience checks you with the 
diſmal Apparitions of Hell, and Judgment; then the 
Will is too hard for the Underſtanding; it turns the 
falſe End of the Proſpective, and inagnifies theſe Argu- 
ments that favour Luſt, and ſolicit for Liberty: But 
then again, when the Hurry is over, and your diſcerning 
Faculty lies under no Reſtraint nor Fallacy; when it con- 
templates the Proofs for zo G in their juſt Proportion, it 
wavers with Fears; and tho? on the one fide it concludes 
there is 20 God, yet on the other it ſuſpects zhere is one, 
Now, Sir, I do not as& what your Opinion is, when 
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Paſſion runs down the Underſtanding ; when Defire de- 
bauches it, and Senſe flings Reaſon off the Hinges; but 
what it is when your Intellect acts without Bribery, 
without Illuſion, without Partiality. 
© Theom, Well; that we may rid our Hands of Prelimi- 
naries, and enter upon Action, Il condeſcend fo far, as 
to grant, that it's doubtful whether there be a God, or 
#0 God; and much good may the Conceſſion do you. | 
Euſeb. Eadoxus ! Will you enter into the Treaty? It's 
better to compound a le amiable, than by Force. 
Exdox. That is, unleſs I fairly confeſs, it's doubtful 
at leaſt, whether all Religions are ſaving; you'll compel 
. me by dint of Argument. | 
Euſeb. Right; and pray put me not to the Labour of 
proving a Truth that diſcovers itſelf, and even glares up- 
on the Underſtanding. | 
Eudoæ. I know not what Impreſſion this Truth (as you 
are pleas'd to call it) makes on your Organ, methinks, 
it affects not mine; and I am perſuaded that a Man of 
moderate Parts may prove ad Evidentiam, that all Reli- 
gions are ſaving ; but I willingly decline that Task, not 
to prejudice the Subject; yet I'll venture to propoſe one 
Argument, that offers it ſelf to every Man, and may 
be comprehended by a Child, tho? not evaded by a Di- 
vine. 
Euſeb Such Arguments deſerve Reſpect, and it's pity 
to bury them in Silence and Oblivion. 
Endox. Raillery apart: What can God require of 
Man, but Worſhip, Love, and Obedience? 
Euſeb. Nothing. | 
Eudox. Therefore whatever Religion a Man profeſſes; 
if he worſhips God as his Creator; if he loves him as 
his Father, and obeys him as a Sovereign ; does he 
not diſcharge himſelf of thoſe Duties God's Excellence 
demands, and his Dependency ? Does he not comply 
with all the Branches of Subjection? Does he not ſtand 
within the Bounds of Submiſſion? Now, what Religi- 
on does not teach its Proſelytes to proſtrate before God's 
Majeſty ? to love his Goodneſs? to dread his Juſtice? 
and to receive his Laws with Reverence? Indeed the 
manner of Worſhip is not uniform; it varies with the 
Climate, and is adapted to Mens Conftitutions. Preſ- 
byterianiſm jumps with a Republican Genius; and BE 
| 3 
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this Reaſon was moſt nicely eſtabliſh'd in Scotland. The 
Laws fence Prelacy in England. Popery bears all before 
it in Frauce, Spain, and Italy. The Alcoran bewitches the 
Levant. Amida and Xaca, Fapan. The Laplanders bow 
to the red Cloth, and ſome Iſlanders to a Baboon's 
Tooth : Yet theſe different Worſhips meet in the ſame 
Center, and terminate in one God bleſſed for ever. I 
have not ſprung this Divinity ; I owe it to a late re- 
verend Biſhop, who maintain'd it with Applauſe againſt 
his Popiſh Adverſaries; the ancient Pagans neither 
ador'd Stocks nor Stones, but the invincible, living God, 
| * the Shapes of Mars, Apollo, and Jupiter Opt. 
dN. 

If therefore Men of all Perſuaſions worſhip God; 
why ſhall they forfeit all Right to his Mercy? Why 
Mall loyal Subjects be confounded with Mutineers ? or 
ſuffer for Treaſon they never dream'd of? If they do 
not agree in Ceremonies, they do in the Subſtance : 
Tho! ſometimes their Bodies bend before an Idol, their 
Hearts fall a Sacrifice to their Creator; and whilſt their 
Intention goes right, their Actions cannot go wrong. 

Euſeb. Air your Demonſtration, Exdoxas, it ſmells of 
Brimſtone, and rather proves the Author will be damn'd, 
than that all Religions are ſaving. Methinks, it has ſo 
black, ſo monſtrous an Aſpect, that it rather frights 
than convinces: A Man muſt be below the Standard of 
human Nature; he muſt have ſomething of ſavage, and 
deviliſh too in his Compolition, to bolt out ſuch killing 
Doctrine in cold Blood. Pardon my Heat, I am not 
Maſter of my Reſentments in ſo provoking Occaſions ; 
and when can Paſſion be innocent, but in ſuch an extra- 
ordinary Circumſtance ? But pray, can God reveal a 
Religion? | ED | 

Eudox. Doubtleſs he can. 

Exſeb. If therefore he reveals one, and commands all 
Men to embrace it under Pain of Damnation; I ſuppoſe 
the Precept is obligatory in England, without the Con- 
ſent of the great Repreſentatives, the Lords and Com- 
mons in Parliament. | | 

Eudox. Ves, certainly, God's Power goes higher than 
the negative Votes; his Will alone is a Law, without 
the Concurrence of either Houſe. | 
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Euſeb. If therefore he has reveal'd a Religion, and 
commands all to embrace it, under Pain of Damnation; 
what will become of your Demonſtration ? _ 

Eudox. Why faith, like a diſabled Soldier, it ſhall 

trudge to Chelſea, and take up with the Invalids ; for 
Arguments that have receiv'd on Duty Scars, deſerves 
Conſideration as well as Soldiers. Prove he has reveal'd 
one, and I am yours. 1 
| Euſeb. Expect not a general Muſter of thoſe Argu- 
1 ments Chriſtian Divines draw into the Field againſt In- 
1 fidels; this is a Task above my Force, and requires 
much Application; nor does our Controverſy require 
N it; for my preſent Buſineſs is not to convince you, that 
1 Chriſtianity is evidently true, or evidently credible; but 
5 only, that it's probable, at leaſt, God has reveal'd it, 
and commands all Nations to embrace it. If I can diſ- 
charge my ſelf of this Attempt with Succeſs, my Deſign 
is at an End. > 
Well, Sir, there are Chriſtians in the World ; and if 
| we walk back into paſt Ages, we ſhall find that Jesvs 
1 Cutis was their Founder; this is a Truth that admits of 
| no Debate: It cannot be queſtion'd by thoſe that act like 
Men, and yield to Evidence. This 3 was born in 
a Stable, and paſt thirty Vears in Poverty and Obſcurity. 
Then he began to preach, and confirm'd his Doctrine 
with Prodigies; he gave Health to the Sick, Light to 
the Blind, and even Life to the Dead: At laſt he died 
by Man's Malice, and reviv'd the third Day by his own 
Power; he ſent twelve Fiſhermen to ſubdue the World 
to the Law of the Goſpel ; they obey'd his Command ; 
Succeſs waited on their Labour, and crown'd their En- 
deavours; ſo that in ſome Years the Chriſtian Religion 
ſpread its Conqueſt beyond the Bounds of the Koman 
Empire. Prejudice, Libertiniſm and Atheiſm conſpir'd 
its Ruin. Philoſophers oppos'd Arguments, Emperers 
Torments, and Libertines the omnipotent Attractives of 
Senſuality. Yet Chriſtianity broke through the Violence 
of the Oppoſitions, it multiply'd by Diſputes, and en- 
cCreas'd by Perſecution. Ten Millions of Martyrs loſt 
their Lives in the Quarrel ; they demonſtrated the Truth of 
their Creed, by the Conſtancy of their invincible Valour; 
and though they ſunk under the Exceſs of Torments, they 
overcame; nay, oftentimes by the Force of Miracles ney 
turn'd 
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turn'd the very Executioners into Confeſſions, and the 
 Tyrants into Martyrs. In fine, Chriſtian Religion has 


always appear'd holy, always victorious, always attack'd 
by the impious, and always triumphant over Impiety. 
Now, if we conſider the Means Chriſt made uſe of 
to raiſe this Empire over the Hearts and Conſciences of 
Men, we ſhall find them diametrically oppoſite to all the 
Rules of human Policy, and had not this great Deſign 
been jfirſt laid, and then carried on by God himſelf, it 
muſt have prov'd an abortive Embryon, i.e. an Attempt 
contriv'd without Prudence, and follow'd by Diſap- 
pointment. 
Firſt, The Articles to be believ'd were extraordinary, 
and rather ſeem'd to revolt the Underſtanding, than to 
deſerve Credit. A God; One in Eſſence, and Three in 
Perſons, appear'd a Paradox in the Poſition; and God 
made Man a Blaſphemy to the Jews, and a Folly to the 
Gentiles. Tho' the Reſurrection of the Dead might be 
good News to the virtuous, yet it could meet with no 
kind Reception from the vicious; it was more capable 
to enflame their Anger, than to work upon their Belief, 
and to make them Enemies, than Abettors. 
Secondly, The Precepts of Morality croſs more on 
Senſe, than the Credenda ſeem to claſh with Reaſon : 
They bridle the Sallies of corrupt Nature, and not only 
put a Reſtraint upon our Actions, but even on our De- 
ſires: They regulate every Motion, and bind up every 
Appetite to its good Behaviour; they inculcate nothing 
but Mortification, Perſecution and Self- abnegation in this 
World, and reſerve Pleaſures for the future. They 
brought into the World a new Syſtem of Morality, 
they condemn'd theſe Vices which Senſuality had deified, 
and canoniz'd thoſe Virtues that were perſecuted by 
ſome, unknown to others, and condemn'd by all. Na- 
ture indeed bids us love our Friends, but Chriſt com- 


mands us to ſtretch our Affections to our Enemies: We 


muſt return Favours for Injuries, Kindneſs for Hatred, 
and revenge Affronts with Pardon: We muſt place our 
Wealth in Poverty, our Glory in Ignominy, and our Am- 
bition in the Conqueſt of Heaven. Such mortifying Do- 
ctrine in all Probability was more likely to ſcare People 
from Chriſtianity, than to draw 'em to it; and no doubt 
as Gamaliel ſaid, it had began and ended at the fame 
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Time; its Riſe and its Fall would have had but one 
Epcque, had not God by the divine Influerce of his 
Grace, conquer'd the rebellious Hearts of Men, vhilſt 
the Apoſtles tet upon their Underſtanding with the Force 
of Reaſon and Miracles; that Mahometiſm ſhould di- 
late it telf to @ prodigious Extent, is not ſtrange; it at- 
tacks Men on their weak Side, its Maxims fawn on Na- 
ture, and flatter Senſuality ; it permits Crimes, and pro- 
miles Impuruty'; and yet it was propagated by the Sword, 
and prel>'d on Mankind by Fire, and Devaſtation ; it 
went no farther than the Barbariuu, Conqueſt: And the 
Levant, with part of the Iadies were Slaves before they 
became H/zhomerans e But the Increate of Chriſtianity 
Is owing neither to Armies, nor Battles; it overcame the 
World by ſuffering Humility and Perſecution ; and God 
made uſe of poor, ignorant, and weak Men, for the ac- 
compliſhing this great Delign, that his Power might ap- 
pear the greater. | | | 
Nov, that what I have told you is true, what Surety 
do you require? To bid me ſhew you theſe Matters of 
Fact is childiſh ; to call for a Mathematical Demonſtra- 
tion is ridiculous; and both impoſſible: We cannot be 
aſſur'd of I hings paſt, but by oral or written Tradition; 
both which ſtand for me. I can bring you Avouchers of 
all Ages, and of all Countries: Some writ what they 
ſaw, and ſeal'd their Writing with their Blood; others 
have handed down to Poſterity what they receiv'd from 
their Predeceſſors: In a Word, a Man that will not be- 
lieve Facts contain'd in my ſhort Account, by the ſame 
Rule muſt belieye nothing; but to wave farther Diſpute, 
and not to enter into the vaſt Ocean of this Controver- 
ſy; I will only defire you to grant, that *tis probable 
Chriſtian Religion was reveal'd by God. 

Eudox. Well, I grant your Requeſt, but then we ſhall 
be juſt where we were; for {till half your Task will re- 
main undone: For tho' God has reveal'd this Religion, 
by what Logic will you infer, that he commands all Men 
to embrace ite | | | 

Euſeb. I thank you for minding me of my Duty, and 
J will diſcharge my {ſelf of it in a Moment. Fiſt, 
Chriſt bids his Apoſtles promulge his Law to all Nations: 
Then he ſays, that thoſe who are baptiz'd and- believe, 


ſhall be fay'd; but thoſe who will not believe, ſhall be 
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condemned; that he will laugh at thoſe before the An- 
gels, who ſhall bluſh to confeſs his Name on Earth: In 
fine, his Apoſtle tells us, we can be fay'd in no other 
Name but that of Feſus Chriſt, Theſe Paſſages prove 
my Theſis without the trouble of Inference; they are 
plain without Gloſs or Comment, 

Eudox. Right, if you can allure me the Places you 
quote are canonical, 14 eft, either deliver'd by Chriſt, or 
at his Command, by his Apoſtles. | | 

Euſeb. Why, Sir, you can no more queſtion the Pla- 
ces I cite, than the very Exiſtence of Chriſt, and of his 
Apoſtles ; for they ſtand on the ſame Botton : Tradition 
that eſtabliſhes the one, confirms the other. | 

Eudox. Well, well, go on. 

Euſeb. Thus much therefore J have gain'd ; *tis doubt- 
ful wherher there be a God or mo: Tis doubtful whether 
Chriſtian Religion be not the only ſaving Religion in the 
World. | | | 

Theo. You have ; pray make your Advantage. 

Euſeb. I will, Sir, and hope to improve my Advantage 
ſo far, as to demonſtrate that Atheiſts and Latitudina- 
rians ſeem to loſe their Reaſon the firſt Moment they a- 
buſe it; and that, tho? they pretend to ſquare their Be- 
lief and Conduct by the Rules of the moſt rehn'd Pru- 
dence, they fail moſt wretchedly in the Execution. 

Theo. I perceive, Eadoxus, we muſt preſently away to 
Berblem; it will not be amiſs to lay in Proviſions before 
hand: But, Euſebius, you have much Buſineſs on your 
Hands, and before that be diſpatch'd your Head may be in 
ſome Diſorder alſo: To your Task, if you pleaſe. 


DIALOGUT VC 


I: being ſuppoſed doubtful, whether there be a God, 
or whether all Religions are ſaving : The Atheiſts 
and Latitudinarians expoſe themſelves to extream 
Hazard. 


Euſeb. W E are agreed at preſent, Theomac hus, that 
; both theſe Propoſitions are uncertain: There 
754 God; there is no God; and you, Endoxns, are on the 


* 
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fame Terms with me concerning theſe two: Any Religion 
ig ſaving. The Chriſtian Religion alone is ſaving : If 
therefore it be true there is a God; tis certainly falle 
there is no God; but then if it be true zhere is wo God, by 
the ſame Rule *tis falſe zhere is a God > Again, if it be 
true all Religions are ſaving ; then tis falſe zhe Chriſtian 
Religion alone is ſaving: but if it be true zhe Chriſtian 
Religion alone is ſaving ; then *tis allo falſe all Religions 
gre ſaving: For God who can do all things, diſowns the 
Power of placing Truth in both Members of a Contra- 
diction. Now, Gentlemen, I enter upon my Proof. 

When two uncertain Opinions lie before me, I am 
oblig'd by all the Laws of Prudence, to chuſe that which 
cannot prejudice me much, tho it chance to be falſe, and 
will turn to my Advantage if it happen to be true; and 
on the contrary, *tis an infallible Symptom of a crazy 
Judgment, to cloſe with that, which, tho? true, promiſes 
an inconſiderable Gain, and threatens me with Ruin and 
Deſtruction, if falſe. This may be laid down as a Poſtu- 
tatum for Practice, and is no leis evident, than any Axiom 
in Mathematicks is for Theory. By this Compaſs the 
wiſe Stateſman ſteers his Courſe; by this Card the thriv- 
ing Merchant ſails, and the cunning Gameſter models his 
Play by this infallible Maxim. A wiſe Prince, before he 
engages in an Expedition, draws up the whole Proſpect of 
Gain, in caſe Succeſs crowns his Enterprize; and that of 
Lofs, in caſe it end in Diſappointment and Miſcarriage ; 


he weighs his Hopes with his Fears ; the Hazard of lo- 


fing, with the Probability of gaining; and will never em- 
bark himſelf in an Enterprize hand over Head: When he 
knows, though Succeſs follows his Standard, he ſhall only 
maſter an inconſiderable Village, or a contemptible 
Town ; but if it flies over to his Enemies, his whole 
Kingdom will be the Reward of their Victory, and the 
Price of his Defeat: On the other fide, if a Prince falls 


upon his Neighbour, at leaſt with equal Forces, and 


knows, if Fortune favours his Arms, he ſhall ſubdue a 
Kingdom; and though it frowns he can only loſe an a- 
bandon'd Bourg, and perchance not even that; in this 
Caſe, tho? he be difappointed of Succeſs, he carries off 
the Title of Wiſe and Prudent ; he play'd his Game well, 
though he loſt the Sett; and every Man muſt be ſo juſt 
to his Merit, as to confeſs his venture was prudent, tho? 
not ſucceſsful. N A Mer- 
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A Merchant manages with Prudence and Caution his 
Affairs, when he has brought the whole Myſtery of Tra- 
ding to ſuch a Point, that his Gain may be exceſſive, and 
his Loſs cannot be confiderable : But ſhould a Man of 
Traffick and Commerce put twenty thouſand Pounds a- 
board a leaky Veſſel, and ſend it to the Indies, through 
as many Dangers as there are Shelyes in the Sea, or 
Winds in the Compaſs, with the bare Hopes of gaining 
Six-pence ; would not you, and all the World poſt him 
up for a Madman? Would you not think him fitter to 
lie in Bethlem, than to walk on the Exchange? 

Theom. Ves ſurely, I would judge him very rich, or 
ſuperlatively fooliſh ; and wauld duck and drake away 
my 3 rather than confide it to his keeping. 

Euſeb. Should a Man lay me ten to one at Croſs or 
Pile; I ſuppoſe you would call me wile if I took the 
Bett? But then, if I ſhould turn the Tables, and ſtake a 
Million againſt a Farthing ; would you not brand me with 
Folly and Extravagance? Would you not conclude, that 
either I knew not the true Value of Money, or thought 
it a Burthen ? For, at this rate, I ſhould drain a Trea- 
ſure in a Moment, greater than that of Potoſi, and turn 
Bankrupt in ſpight of good Luck itſelf. 

Theom. You can run out in Poſitions that are un- 
doubtedly true: Pray wheel about to the Application ; 
methinks you ſhoot at Random. 

Euſeb. J am for you preſently ; When two Propoſitions 
are uncertain, by the Rules of Prudence you ought to chuſe 
that which cannot prejudice you, tho? it chance to be falſe; 
aud will infallibly turn to your Advantage, if it prove true. 
On the contrary, tis an extream piece of Folly to regulate 
your Conduct by that Opinion which will lead you into Ruin 
and Deſtruction, if falſe ; and cannot better your Fortune, 
or improve your Intereſt, though trae. Now, thoſe Propo- 
fitions are ſuppos'd by us uncertain ; There is a God; 
There is no God: All Religions are ſaviag ; only the 
Chriſtian Religion is ſaving. You are therefore both 
ablig'd in Prudence to embrace thoſe Opinions which 
will prove highly advantageous to you, if true; and will 
bring no Diſadvantage, if falſe. 

Theom. We ſubſcribe to your Concluſion. 

Euſeb. But you embrace thoſe Opinions, which, if falſe, 
hurry you into eternal Miſery ; and, if true, are not able 
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to advantage your Happineſs : What then remains but 
this Conſequence ; that you both forſake thoſe glorious 
Rules of Prudence and Reaſon ſo much extolled by A- 
theiſts and Latitudinarians, and never regarded when 
they act by their own Principles. 

Theo. Ho, Sir! You have been poring on Monſieur 
Paſcal; at leaſt you are not, I am ſure of the Society; 
for thoſe good Fathers will not ſtoop ſo low as to take up 
Arguments at ſecond Hand, or to uſe Weapons beaten 
on that Gentleman's Anvil. | 

Euſeb. Under Favour ; Arguments are not like Cloaths, 
the worſe for uſing: Nay, methinks a Proof that has 
been on frequent Service, is like thoſe veteran Soldiers, 
who neither ſtart at the Noiſe of Muskets, nor the Re- 
port of Cannons. Sir, let us not wake Monſieur Paſcal, 
he ſleeps quietly in his Grave; and if he has laid Crimes 
at the Jeſuits door they were not guilty of, he has long 
ſince cry'd peccadi; he has anſwer'd for his Letters at 
God's Tribunal, and either receives Hell for the Puniſh- 
ment, or Heaven for the Reward of his Labours : Tho“ 
ſome have queſtion'd his Charity, no Man ever doubted 
of his Wit; and I am pretty well convinc'd he preis'd 
the Atheiſt more Home with this Argument, than he 
pinch'd the Jeſuits with his Dialogues. However, let us 
ſtep ſoftly over him; the Gentlemen of Porz-Royal are 
good Friends, but dangerous Enemies; and if you attack 
one, you draw the whole Fraternity upon you. 

Theo. Well, Sir, I deny, tho' this Propoſition be falſe, 
here is ns God, I can receive any Diſadvantage. 

Eudox. And Jamof the ſame Opinion, tho' this hap- 
pen to be falſe, all Religions are ſaving. 

Euſeb. Let us then, for the preſent, ſuppoſe this Pro- 
poſition is falfe, zhere is no God; therefore this is true, 
there is aGod: Now if there be a God, he is juſt. 

Theo. He is. 

Euſeb. "Therefore he muſt, and will puniſh thoſe who 
tranſgreſs his Law, and queſtion his Authority: For he 
acts no lefs againſt the Laws of Juſtice, who winks at 
Crimes, than he who martyrs Innocence: This we call 
Tyranny and Oppreflion, that criminal Indulgence 
and Partiality ; both claſh with Juſtice ; the one exceeds 
a Mean, the other falls ſhort of it: Now God cannot act 
with Juſtice, unleſs the Puniſhment bears ſome * 

I 
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with the Offence: Seeing therefore there is an infinite 
Diſtance between the Offender and the Perſon offended, 
the Puniſhment muſt be in ſome ſort infinite; but it 
cannot be infinite in Intention ; therefore it muſt be in 
Extenſion, or Continuance. 

Beſides, the Lives of the moſt refin'd Debauchees run 
on in a never-interrupted Series of Proſperity ; they nei- 
ther groan under the Pangs of Sickneſs, nor the Throws 
of Poverty; they enjoy the Bleſſing of Health, and wal 
low in Abundance ; their Undertakings, though laid 
with Folly, come off with Succeſs; and ſo they ca 
off Profit and Applauſe, though their Conduct deſerves 
Diſappointment and Contempt; they fail on proſper- 
_ ouſly with all Winds; and if ſometimes they ſtick upon 
a Rock, they only perceive the Danger to get off with 
Pleaſure. Now ſeeing God is juſt, and does not drag 
out theſe Malefactors to Execution in this World, tis 
clear they will feel the Weight of his juſt Reſentment in 
the other. So that, Theomachus, if there be a God, 

ou ſee what awaits you hereafter, Juſtice, Revenge, 
orments, and Miſery. 

But then, if Chriſtian Religion be true, and the on- 
ly faving Religion in the World, the Scene is ſhifted 
from bad to worſe, from Horror to Amazement; and 
you, Eudoxus, are in the ſameMisfortune with your Friend. 
T hough the Light of Nature tells us God will crown his 
Friends in the next World, and chaſtiſe his Enemies; yet 
the Light of Nature cannot particularize either the Re- 
wards or Puniſhments. This Arcanum we owe to Divine 
Revelation alone, and we have Grounds ſufficient, at 
leaſt, to make it highly probable he has reveal'd it; and 
if it be true, that he has, the Atheiſt and Latitudinarian 
play Croſs and Pile at an exceſſive Diſadvantage ; they 
ſtake an Eternity of Happineſs, and another of Miſery 
againſt a Bauble ; for they cannot loſe the firſt without 
falling foul on the ſecond ; like accurſed Cain, they 
will be baniſh'd from the Face of God, and carry on 
their Foreheads a perpetual Mark of his Vengeance, 
and their Reprobation: They will fry in Pitch and Flame, 
in Brimſtone without Pity, without Compaſſion, and, 
what 1s worſe, without Term, without Annthilation ; 
and can Fancy ſrame a greater Torment, than always to 
be barr'd of the Sight of God? And always to defite 2 
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Glimpſe of that infinite Beauty, than always to burn 
and rage with Devils, and always to deſpair of Releaſe- 
ment; to theſe ſtrange Misfortunes do Atheiſts and La- 
titudinarians expoſe themſelves, if there be a God; and 
if Chriſtian Religion be the only ſaving Religion in the 

orld ; and, for ought you know, both may be true. 

Theo. You follow your Adverfaries with ſo much 
Heat, that you wound your ſelf in the Purſuit ; your ve- 
ry Arguments deſtroy your Hypozheſis ; and whilſt you 
ſuppoſe there may be a God, you very learnedly demon- 
ſtrate there is none. 198 8 55 

Euſeb. You have a mind to ſport, but Jeſts never im- 
prove into Arguments, nor can Raillery grow up into 
Reaſon. 


_ © Theo. Sir, you miſtake, I am not ina jeſting Humour: 


Pray, if there be a God, is he not merciful? 

Enſeb. He is. 

Theo. Andif you ſuppoſe a God, and at the ſame time 
prove, that he is unjuſt, unmerciful, nay, tyrannical and 


' favage ; do you not pull down with one Hand, what you 


raiſe with the other? Does not your Proof fly in the 
Face of your Poſition? You ſay, if there be a God, I 
Mall feel the Weight of his exaſperated Anger for all Eter- 
nity : I ſhall glow in Pitch, and boil in Brimſtone: What 
is this but to clap the moſt exorbitant Tyranny on Mer- 
cy it ſelf? To blend Cruelty with Meekneſs ? Barbarity 
with Juſtice ? To fink infinite Mercy into Cruelty ? And 
to turn God into a Chimera? » 

You' may perchance ſcare poor Children, or filly Wo- 
men with your Qzevedo's Hiſions of Hell, and ſwell his 
Fancies into divine Revelation; but Men are not ſo eaſily 
impos'd upon. I know, if there be a God, he is merciful ; 
and that it is not Mercy's Office to butcher, but to par- 
don: Beſides, you confeſs, that God is the Model of all 
Perfection; that our Virtue is but a dark Beam of his, 
How then can he command us, as you ſay he does, to re- 
venge Affronts with Favours? To lay down our Lives for 
our Enemies; when he proſecutes his with Racks arid 
Flames? Either therefore there is no Hell, or no Mercy 
in God; and then there will be no God: Take which 
part of the Dilemma you pleaſe; I ſhall be pretty ſecure 


againſt future Contingencies : So that you ſee we Atheiſts 


and Libertines walk on more even Ground than you ima- 


| gine "= | Euſel. 
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Euſeb. I might return your own Argument upon you; 
and ſhew that you run his Mercy ſo high, that you quite 
diſcard his Juſtice: But I will wave this Advantage, and 
fingle out your Reaſons, which rather amaze, than con- 
vince. You ſay God's Goodneſs hinders him from taking 
any cognizance of Crimes in the next World; there» 
fore it is lawful to trample upon his Majeſty, to controul 
his Orders, and to ſpurn at his Commands: He who ſo 
dotes on our Perſons, cannot revenge the Offences 3 
therefore Blaſphemy, Murders, Adulteries, and all 
thoſe Crimes that outrage Nature, and put even Atheiſts 
to the Bluſh, are but indifferent Actions; they have no 
more harm than what flows from Viſion, Prejudice, and 
Imagination ; for were they Crimes, they would deſerve 
Puniſhment in the next World: Now Mercy ties God's 
Hands, according to your new Syſtem, and abſolves the 
Criminal. Hence it follows, that ſeeing no Action de- 
ſerves Puniſhment, no Actions are Crimes; and by con- 
ſequence there is no Law, for every Crime is a Tranſ- 
greſſion of the Law. This is a comfortable Doctrine for 
Whores and Rogues, and you deſerve a Penſion from 
Goals and Baudy-houſes. Such Helps as theſe keep up 
the Trade, inrich the Hangman, and break down all the 
Barriers of Shame, to let into the World a Deluge of 
Lewdneſs and Abominations. Thus whilſt you plead 
for God's Mercy, you ſolicit for Vice, and turn Advo- 
cate for Impiety. : 
I grant God is good and merciful ; and we need no 
other Evidence to illuſtrate this Truth, but that you 
breathe and enjoy the common Bleſſing of Mankind: 
Had not God rather follow*d the mild Inclinations of his 
Mercy, than the more ſevere Laws of his Juſtice, Pu- 
niſhment had trod on the Heels of your Crimes; he had 
tore you from your Debaucheries, in fagranti, and left 
not a Moment between the Sin and your Damnation: 
But, Sir, he has forgone his Right, and taken more mild 
Methods; he has bore your Inſolence theſe many Years 
with Patience, and call'd you to Repentance, when he 
might have deliver?d you over to Puniſhment: No, I am 
told what bold Returns of Ingratitude you have made 
for this exceſſive Kindneſs: You have, more than once, 
in the very Face of the Sun, to the Scandal not only of 
Religion, but of Humanity, ſpit in the Face of * in- 
| nite 
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finite Mercy: You have burleſqued his Goodneſs, and 
profanely deny'd he ever ſaw your Crimes, or hated em; 
becauſe he did not revenge them on the Spot, and put 
an end to your Life. and Blaſphemies the ſame Moment : 
Yet after all theſe flaming Attempts againſt his Preroga- 
tive, and Perſon, you not only live, but receive continu- 
al Favours from his Munificence; he expects only a pec- 
cavi to ſeal your Pardon, and to cancel your Offences ; 
but if you will ſtand to your abominable Principles, and 
droll upon his Menaces ; if you will puſh on Obſtinacy 
to the Grave, he will ſoften your hard Heart in Flames, 


and teach you, by a diſmal Experience, that he wants not 


Mercy, but that you do not deſerve to feel the Effects 
of ſo amiable an Attribute. | 

In ſhort, God is good, becauſe he created ſo vile a 
Creature as Man, to fo high a Fortune, becauſe when 
our firſt Parent Adam withdrew himſelf from Duty, and 
engag'd his whole Poſterity in open Rebellion, he was 
pleas'd to aſſume our Nature, to expiate our Sins with his 
Blood, and to breathe into our Souls a new Life of Grace 
by his Death; becauſe he ſets a thouſand Wheels on work, 
to draw back Sinners to Repentance, and generally gives 


them Time, and always Grace, to look into their irregu- 


lar Conduct, and to deteſt it: Theſe are undoubted 
Marks of a moſt ſolid Goodneſs ; and by this Square God 
commands us to model our Behaviour towards our Ene- 
mies, and he has laid before us ſo compleat a Pattern, that 
we ſhall never be able to reach it. | 

But then God has regard to Juſtice, even when he 
feems to abandon himſelf totally to the Conduct of Mer- 
cy; for theſe Perfections which ſtand at the Helm of 
Government are never at Variance; their Advice is uni- 
form, and both conſpire to baniſh Confuſion, and to eſta- 
bliſh Order; for God's Mercy is nothing elſe, but a fin- 
cere Intention to procure a Creature good, fo far only 
as Order will permit: Therefore, when a Creature has 
diſturb'd this Order, God's Mercy purſues the Crimi- 
nal, he offers him his Grace, and invites him a thouſand 
times to re-eſtabliſh by Repentance, the Order he had 
broken by his Diſobedience: And then, if he will not 
hearken to theſe kind Exhortations, Juſtice forces him 


to re-ſettle it by Torments; for God, tho' he be Omni- 


potent, cannot permit Diſorder: He muſt either deſtroy 
| 18 


i OR, IS C3. 00. I te: ReTu 87 


* 


The Gr NTLEMAN Jnſiruffed. 273 


it in Time, by forgiving Sins, or in Eternity, by puniſh- 
ing them. In fine, Sir, Mercy governs in this World, 
but its Commiſſion extends net to the other ; zhere Ju- 


ſtice reigns alone, and either diſtributes Rewards or in- 


flicts Puniſhment. Much good therefore may your Di- 
lemma do you: There is a God, and He is merciful ; 
There is a God, and He is juſt. If that be a Perfection, 
fo is this, nor are they incompatible : For tho' one Vice 
may jarr with another, Virtues are of a more peaceable 
Complexion, they live in Union, and can lodge in the 
ſame Breaſt. 


Theom. I don't deny, but that Offences againſt the 
divine Majeſty may deſerve ſome Puniſhment ; and I 


know that if there be a God, he has Power to chaſtize 
as well as to reward ; but an eternal Puniſhment is very 
laſting, and looks more like an Act of Tyranny than 
Juſtice. I could allow well enough of a round Fit of 
the Gout, or Stone ; or let God puniſh my Crimes on 
my Cattle with Murrains, Plagues and Mortality, I am 
contented : But an eternal Torment for one eſcape of 
Nature, for one Sally of Paſſion, can only proceed from 
Exceſs of Cruelty. 


Euſeb. We ſhould live under a moſt happy Govern- 


ment, were all our Judges of your ſoft Diſpoſition; what 
merry Days ſhould we enjoy if Murtherers were only pil- 


lory'd? Sodomites whipt? And Tray tors confin'd to their 


Lodgings? Such ſevere Laws, would no doubt diſarm 
Vice, diſcourage Villany, and put all Roguery out of 
Countenance. But, Sir, tell me, would not ſuch over- 
ſtrain'd Mercy let looſe the whole Kennel of Abominati- 
ons? Would it not cut off all the Lines of Communica- 
tion between Man and Man, and turn all into a Heap of 
Confufion ? Would not you judge thoſe more guilty who 
made ſuch Laws, than thoſe who broke em? I am ſure 
you would call out for ſome Grains of Severity, and ap- 
ply a more violent Remedy to cure the agonizing Go- 
vernment. Yet you are in an ill Humour, becauſe God 
does not ſteer his Conduct by thoſe condeſcending Me- 
thods you condemn ; and if he did, you would as cer- 
tzinly arraizn his Mercy, as now you impeach his Ju- 
ſtice. In + Word, Theomachns, as I told you above, 
there is an infinite Diſtance between God and Man; 


therefore the Malice of every Sin is as Divines hold, in 
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ſome Sort infinite; therefore it deſerves a Puniſhment, in 
ſome Sort infinite. But it can be only infinite in Dura- 
tion; therefore every mortal Sin deſerves an eternal Pu- 
niſhment. How then dare you faſten on God Cruelty 
and Barbariſm, when he only proportions the Pain to the 
Offence. Sir, take my Advice: *Tis more ſecure for 
you to repent, than to complain; *tis Madneſs to play 
with the ſupream Being, Ingratitude to treat ill the beſt 
Friends, Frenzy to provoke the ſtrongeſt Enemy. 

Heom. If I carry God's Mercy too high, you ſtretch 
his Juſtice beyond all Proportion, What Equality can 
you diſcover between a momentary Offence, and a never- 
ending Pain? Between a Malice that has ſome Bounds, 
and a Puniſhment that has none? Methinks, at leaſt an 
Age of Torments may expiate a Day of unlawful Plea- 
ſure: But to rack and torture a ſhort-liv'd Frailty, eter- 
nally, 1s to ſtrain Juſtice to the very pitch of Cruelty. 

Euſeb. No doubt, Juſtice always proportions the Pu- 
niſhment to the Offence ; but then, this Proportion can- 
not conſiſt in an equal Duration of the Crime, and the 
Pain. I have known a Perjury that paſs'd through a 
D-—'s Feeth ina Moment, pillory'd a whole Hour: 
And I have ſeen the guilty Patient run the Gantlet from 
Newgate to Tyburn. Yet tho* the Puniſhment was of a 
longer Continuance, than the Oath; who complain'd of 
Cruelty, but thoſe very Raſcals that deſerv'd the Cor- 
rection? Does not Juſtice ſometimes take Criminals by 
the Ears? And make the Guilty compound for their 
| Tranſereffions, with the Loſs of thoſe innocent Members, 
T which ſeldom return to their Owners. Felons, Murther- 
| | ers and Traytors by the Law of Nations ſuffer Death, 
that is a Puniſhment in ſome kind eternal : And if the 
Soul be mortal, as the Atheiſts contend, abſolutely ſo; 
becauſe it forces the Criminals into a State of Nothing, 
in which they muſt eternally remain. The Vote of 
Mankind runs therefore againſt your Notion of Equity ; 
and the Atheiſt's Idea of Juſtice is no more defenſible, 
than his Practice. Nay, Sir, if any Crime againſt a 
Prince or the Commonwealth can juſtly deſerve Death, 
one againſt God as juſtly deſerves Hell eternally. 

For as on the one Side the Grandeur, Majeſty, and 
Perfections of God ſurpaſs infinitely thoſe of the greateſt 
and moſt abſolute Monarch that ever breath'd: So on 
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the other, our Obligation to obey, reſpect and love this 

auguſt Maſter, riſes with his Greatneſs. Therefore an 

Offence againſt God, exceeds that againſt a Prince, at 
' leaſt zerminariive in the ſame Proportion that the Perfecti- 
ons of the one excel the Baſeneſs of the other. "Fhere- 
fore as there can be no Compariſon between'the Offen- 
ces, there muſt be none between the Puniſhments. Now 
let the Puniſhment of a Crime againſt God be never ſo 
great, if it be not eternal, there muſt of neceſſity be ſome 
Proportion between it and Death, the juſt Puniſhment 
of a Freaſon againſt the Perſon of a-temporal Frince : 
Therefore no Puniſhment can equal an Offence againſt 
God unleſs it be eternal. 

Theo. You ſuppoſe when we recreate Nature we erect 
a high Court of Fuſtice, and commiſſion the Judge to ar- 
raign him; this is a Theological Speculation. No. no, 
wie are ſo far from queſtioning his Authority, or impeach- 
ing his Majeſty, that we do not even think of him in 
our Debauchees; we intend not to diſpleaſe him, but to 
pleaſe our Appetites, to regale our Senſes, and enjoy the 
Creature. 

Euſeb. This is an excellent Plea for Thieves and Mur- 
derers; and, would it hold, the Government might ſhut 
up Newgate, and pull down the Gallows; for few High- 
waymen think of her Majeſty, or her Laws, while they 
murder and take Purſes on the. Road. Let us ſuppoſe 
one of thoſe Gentlemen on the Ladder, haranguing thus 
the Spectators. Good People! I am brought to an un- 
timely, and, what is worſe, to a moſt ſhameful End, 
againſt all the Laws of Juſtice. I was brought to the Bar 
for affronting her Majeſty: The Jury has found me 
guilty; and the Judge condemn'd me. Now I proteſt, 
I never harbour'd an unbeſeeming Thought of her Ma- 
jeſty. I have ſerv'd my Sovercign at the Expence of my 
Blood; and was always ready to maintain her juſt Rights 
and Prerogatives with my Lite and Fortune. I follow'd 
my Maſter to Szeenkerk, and Norwinge, and loſt ſome 
Fleſh, and my Money in his Service: At my return, I 
was put to my Shifts, and could meet with no Relief, 
but on the Highway : Here I providentially fell upon a 
preſent Supply, I truſt up a Brace of Lawyers, and cas 
ſed a ſolitary Parſon ; but in all my Expeditions, I ne- 
ver dreamt of her Majeſty : How then could ] — or 
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offend her? What Relation is there between the Princeſs 
and the Subject, that an Injury offer'd one, muſt re- 
bound on the other? What think you? Would this loyal 
Speech reverſe the Sentence ? | 

Theom. No: I think Mr. Sheriff would bid Jack-ketch 
do his Office. | 

Euſeb. I am of your Opinion: But then has not this 
Knight of the Queen's Highway an Atheilt's Plea ? He 


_ cries not gazlty, good People! Becauſe in the actual Tranſ- 


greſſion of the Queen's Laws, he never thought of her 
Majeſty; and you plead for Impunity; becauſe, whilſt 
you outrag'd Nature, you never dreamt of God. Sir, 
God is abſolute Monarch of the Univerſe: He owes his 
Title to Sovereignty, neither to Birth, nor Election: 


His Right is founded in his boundleſs Perfections. Thoſe 


Laws of Nature you tranſgreſs without Scruple, or Re- 
morſe, are of his making, and to controul his Orders, 
is to affront his Perſon ; ſo that though Sinners do not 
queſtion his Authority, at leaſt they deſpiſe it : Now for 
a vile Worm to contend with, and dare ſo great, ſo aw- 
ful a Majeſty, is to overſhoot Inſolence it ſelf. 

Theom. Well ; God's Juſtice, together with Devils, 


Flames, Darkneſs, and Deſpair, would diſcompoſe me, 


cou'd I perſuade my ſelf, my Soul wou'd revive my Bo- 
dy ; but alas, we enter into the World like Beaſts, and 
make as inglotious an Exit; our Bodies fall into Duſt, 
and our Souls into Nothing: Twenty Years hence I ſhall | 
be, what I was a thouſand Years ago, a meer aon ens, 
uncapable either of Pain or Pleaſure. | 
Euſeb. This Evaſion chills my Blood. What can't 
you defend your Cauſe without drawing upon Na- 


ture? Nor prove you are no Fool, without confeſſing 


your ſelf a Beaſt ? I could eaſily force you from this Re- 
trenchment, by demonſtrating the Immortality of the 


Soul, but I leave this Enterprize to a more convenient 


Seaſon. In the mean time, I only defire to know whe- 
ther you are ſure, the Soul ends with the laſt Breath; 
without certainty, you are juſt where you was, expos'd 
to that miſerable State, that reſpects Atheiſts, if there 
be a God. Tell me then, are you ſure Mens Souls are 
mortal? 6 ; 

Theom. When I compare the Operations of Beaſts with 


thoſe of Men, methinks we ſtand on the ſame Level, f 


yet 
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yet a Voice within tells me I am of a more noble Ex- 
traction; and this ſoft Whiſper peſters my Brain with 
Doubts, and my Heart with Fears. | 

Euſeb. Perchance therefore your Soul is immortal: 
Perchance there is a God, a Hell, and a Heaven: Per- 
chance Chriſtianity is the only ſaving Religion in the 
World. Now if theſe Things are real; (and for ought 
you know they are) what will become of Atheiſts, and 
Latitudinarians? How nicely will they have manag'd 
their Affairs, when they ſee themſelves ſtript of all Title 
to Heaven, and find an eternal Habitation prepared in 
Hell? You ſee what Hazard you run; and therefore I 
muſt conclude your Conduct is fooliſh, and mad to 
Frenzy ; unleſs you can make good to Evidence, that if 
your Opinions- prove true, you ſhall enjoy ſome Good, 
that counterpoiſes the eternal Loſs of Heaven, nay, and 
the exorbitant Tortures of Hell; for to riſque the Main 
without good Warrant and Caution, is Raſhneſs, and 
even Fury beyond Extravagance. I have laid open the 
juſt Subject of your Fears; favour me with a full Pro- 


ſpect of your Hopes. 


DIR O FE 


The Advantage Atheiſts and Latitudinarians can expect 
if there be no God; and if all Religions are ſaving, zs 
not comparable to the Diſadvantage they fear, ij there 

be a God; aud if one Religion alone be ſaving. 


Theom.Q 1 R, you have aſſign'd me an eaſy Task, and 
I éundertake it with Pleaſure; you have 
crawn up a frightful Bill of our Loſſes, if there be a God, 
and if one Religion only be ſaving: | will balance it with 
another of our Gain, if we are in the Right; and then 
you'll confeſs our Affairs are in a better Poſture than you 
imagine, and perchance than you wiſh: If we venture 
much, we hope for more; the Harveſt balances our 
Labour and Expence : I know not through what Pro- 
ſpective you view the Pleaſures of Life, methinks they 
preſent us a fine Proſpect; my ſpight of the moſt —_ 

3 hi- 
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Philoſophy, dart forth too melting Charms to be contemp- 
tible. No doubt Life is a great Bleſſing, *tis above Pur- 
chaſe, and cannot be over-rated ; but then Pleaſure alone 
raiſes its Value: Diveſt it of pleaſing Senſations, and 
*twill become a Burthen. Were I ſure never to be pleas'd, 
I ſhould unwiſh my ſelf, and bribe ſome Bravo to diſ- 
patch me; I ſhould fall out with my Exiſteuce, and long 
to return to my quoudam Nothing. How valuable then 
is Pleaſure, that can ſet ſo vait a Price on ſo mean a 
Thing; and give it the firſt Place in our Wiſhes, that 
would take up the laſt in our Defires ? I know ill- natur'd 
Philoſophers, and viſionary Divines, have employ'd their 
Rhetorick to run down Pleaſure, and to talk it out of 
Counten ince. They have libell'd it theſe thouſand Years, 
and attack'd it with Auxiliarics drawn from Doggerel and 
Invective ; yet it ſtands its Ground, and maintains its 
Poſt with Reputation. Time, that lays open the Defects 
of other Things, has, it ſeems, diſcover'd ſome Perfecti- 
ons in Fleaſure, for it is now courted more than ever; 
and this fair Hele has more Gallants than that of Greece: 


It grows not cheap under Trial, but riſes under Uſe, and 


Experiment; it neither gluts, nor ſurfeits; its Beauty 

is always in the Flower, and out of the Reach of Age. 
Cities have chang'd Flaces, Empires have ſunk under the 
Weight of their own Greatneſs, new Cuſtoms have 
worn out the Memory of the old ; but the defire of 
Plea ure his never vary'd; This runs in all our Veins: 
We took it from our Fathers, and bequeath it to our 
Children; 'tis the prime End of Nature, and almoſt the 
ſole Object of Inclination, Now it ſcems ſtrange that 
all Men ſhould dote of Deformity, and run into the 
Embracements of Nothing; that they ſhould prize above 
all Things, what is below Price; and ſo turn Fools or 


Madmen for Company. You will perchance tell me, 


that Jam miſtaken in my Calculation, and marſhal up a 
Brigade of Anchorites to confute my Arithmetick. Theſe 
Men, you'll ſay, made War upon Pleaſure: They faſted 
and diſciplin'd themſelves into a Loathing of it; and 
ſometimes mur'd up a Senſe to fortify the Avenues a- 
gainſt ſo vile and ſo treacherous an Enemy. Theſe Men 
therefore, who thus perſecuted Pleaſure, were neither 
fond of its Charms, nor well convinc'd of its Excellence. 


But, 


f 
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But, according to the Proverb, One Swallow makes 
not a Summer; your rare Example of Abſtinence and 
Mortification cannot weaken my univerſal Induction : 
They leave it in its entire Force, nay, they ſtrengthen 
it; for you gaze on ſuch Men as Miracles, and propoſe 
them to the World, rather to be admir'd than imitated ; 
Nay, they purſu'd Pleaſure whilſt they renounc'd it; and 
ſo only ſhov'd it away with one Hand, and drew it to 
them with the other : For as there is oftentimes a ſecret 
Pride even in Humility, ſo there is a Pleaſure in Selt-de- 
nial ; and all that you can prove by theſe Examples is, 
that Mens Palates have different Contextures ; and what 
tickles gently ſome, grates upon others: In a Word, to 
queſtion the Goodneſs of Pleaſure, is to deny Experi- 
ment, and contradict Demonſtration. 

Thus, Sir, you ſee if Atheiſts hazard ſomething, they 
hope for more: Pleaſure, Satisfaction, and a moſt hap- 
py Life, balance all thoſe Miſeries which may befal us 
after Death. For my part, I cannot think, that the fond- 
eſt [magination can over-flouriſh, or even paint to the 
Life, the Happineſs of thoſe who never check Nature, 
but give her the Reins, and follow blindly her Directi- 
ons. They can regale Ambition, feaſt Revenge, and 
treat Senſuality with Splendour: Theſe odd Notions of 
Good and Evil, fume into the Head, they raiſe Damps 
on the Conſcience, and daſh Delights with Gall and 
Wormwood. If we muſt pen up our Appetites, and 
confine em to Limits, adieu Content. For in Reality, 
we properly enjoy Nothing, when we refuſe our Paſſions 
any Thing. But when we follow the Bent of Nature, 
and ſwim down the Current of Inclination, 'tis then we 
poſſeſs a Bliſs equal to your ſo much talk'd of Heaven: 
But with this only Diffeterice, that it wants Immortali- 
ty. Now Exſebtas, where is your Folly ? If our Opini- 
ons are falſe, *tis ſure we ſhall be undone hereafter : But 
then, if they prove true; our Happineſs will be greater 
than our Miſery can be, tho” they prove falſe: For if we 
fide with the Belief of a God, and of Chriſtian Religi- 
on, and live up to the Rigour of thoſe Beliefs, we diſcard 
our ſelves of all the Pleaſures of Life, nay, and turn it in- 
to a Torture. Now Miſeries in the Hand, pinch more 
than Miſeries in Reverſion. | 


E 4 Endox. 
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 Endox.Theomachas,you have forgot the toppingBranch 
of our Privilege: If we believe a God, and the Myite- 
ries of Chriſtianity, we muſt enſlave Reaſon, and regu- 
late our Opinions by the Rules of Revelation : We muſt 
both ſhackle and hoodwink our Underſtanding, and 
ſtretch *em on the Rack, to force 'em to deny firſt Prin- 
ciples. But when we act by our Maxims, we breathe a 
more open and free Air: We can toſs our Aﬀent from 
one fide of the Contradiction to the other: And believe 


to Day what we ſhall disbelieve to Morrow. Now this 


intelleCtual Freedom is of a finer Nature, than any Plea- 


ſure of the Senſe; tis an Appendix of Beatitude, and 


a Prerogative of the Deity. Add this, Euſebius, to what 
Theomachas has already produc'd, and you will have lit- 
tle Reaſon to lay at our Door Folly and Raſh neſs. 
Euſeb. I cannot well determine, Theomachus, whether 
your Speech deſerves an Anſwer, or Indignation : Such 
daring Impieties ſurpriſe me. The Practice of Lewdneſs 
and Senſuality is both ſhameful and ſcandalous: But to 
turn Advocate for Brutality, to canonize Debaucheries, 
and 1dolize Murders, Thefts and Adulteries, is to throw 
down the Incloſures that ſeparate Men from Beaſts, 
to clap Reaſon in the Dungeon, and Senſe on the 
Throne. | | | 
Had Bulls, Boars and Goats the Power to harangue 
in our Days, as in thoſe of A#ſop, they would have diſ- 
play'd their Rhetorick on the ſame Subject ; but, I doubt 
whether they would have ſcrew'd it up to your Pitch of 
Excellency. No, no; they would not have had Wit enough 
to crowd ſo many Follies, Blaſphemies and Impieties in 
ſo ſmall a Compaſs ; nor Impudence to flouriſh on Lewd- 
neſs in the e of Men. = 
So long as we keep within the Bounds of Moderati- 
on and Law, Pleaſure may be tolerated ; yet let unlaw- 
ful Defires appear never ſo charming, they are certainly 
contemptible, becauſe unwarrantable ; and he who buys 
a Satisfaction, tho* never ſo glittering, at the Expence 
of Duty, is ſure to over-purchaſe: The outward Appea- 
rance of Things cannot be the true Standard of their 
Value. Tinſel glitters no leſs than Gold, and a falſe 
Guinea often ſhines more than a true one. We muſt 
waſh off the Fucus, before we can frame a right Judg- 
ment, or diſtinguiſh Sterling from counterfeit Coin, Sa 
i oe + os ures 
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fares affect the Organ well enough, but then they grate 
upon Reaſon ; they always give us a troubleſome Fare- 
well, and make room for Repentance. I am confident, 
Sir, that the Ghoſts of your paſt Delights have ſome- 
times diſorder'd you, more than the living Pleaſures di- 
verted you, and you have wifſh'd undone in a Calm, what 
you did in a violent Tranſport of Paſſion. 

A Man, as you ſay, who was ſure never to be pleas'd, 
would have no great Reaſon to be over-fond of his Be- 
ing. For Pain and Suffering without any Relation to 
another World are very troubleſome Advantages ; but 
then, who can be pleas'd when nothing but Riot and 
Luxury deſerves no Exiſtence? He is a Shame to Na- 
ture, and a perfect Scandal to his kind. 

LI You would fain draw a Proof for the Excellence of 
Pleaſure from the Multitude of its Abettors : But you 
do not conſider, -that you have choſen an untoward Me- 
dium; for Judgments are not to be fram'd by Practice, 
but Reaſon. The Generality, you know, ſtick in the 
Surface of Things, and are ten Times more bigotted 
wich Appearance than Reality. Ask the high-flown De- 
bauchees, and they will confeſs their Judgments jarr with 
their Conduct; they even condemn Wickedneſs, whilſt 
they purſue it. 

But Pleaſure never gluts, never ſurfeits, Why then 
are you always on the Change? Why do you feaſt your 
Paſſions with new Ragouſts, but to whet your Appetite 
with Variety, and to entertain it with freſh Appea- 
rances? | 

To ſay we are as cager in the Purſuit of Pleaſure as 
our Forefathers were, proves only we carry about us the 
ſame Corruption; that our Nature bends to ill, as theirs 
did ; and that we are all Children of the ſame rebellious 
Parent. Their Judgments varied from their Practice, 
and ſo do ours. They ſought out Vaults to ſhade their 
Impieties, and buried their Abominations in Darkneſs 
and Privacy: And this is a ſhrewd Argument, that they 
did not eſteem much thoſe Things they bluſh'd at. 

Believe it, Sir, I am able to bring more than Diviues and 
Auchorets, who have laſh'd unlawful Pleaſures, and bur- 
leſqu'd 'em. I could produce ſome of your own Tribe 
and Diſcipline, who deſerve Credit, becauſe they ipeak 
upon Experience. I took a Turn the other Day to the 
7 : 5 a King's 
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King's Bench to viſit a Friend; I found him in the Com- 
per of ſome other Gentlemen, who had taken up their 
gings in that melancholy Retirement. Diſcontent fat 
on their Faces; every Poſture mark'd Impatience, and 
every Word both Repentance and Deſpair : They had 
out-liv'd their Eſtates, and (what was worſe) all hopes 
of regaining *em : I pity'd their Misfortune; but when 
I underſtood they had raffled *em for Wine, and barter'd 
**m tor Miſſes, my Pity turn'd almoſt into Indignation: 
J thought with my ſelf they deſerv'd no Eſtate, who 
knew ſo ill to manage one; but at leaſt, ſaid I with a 
Smile, you have had Pleaſures for your Money ; and 
you feel even now this Satisfaction, that once you were 
happy. Quite contrary, ſaid they, our former Felicity 
preſſes harder upon us than our preſent Miſery : And then 
they run out into ſuch Iuvectives againſt criminal Plea- 
ſure, and rated Debauchery, with ſuch a Pathos and 
Energy. that I eaſily ſaw they ſpoke from the Heart, and 
declaim'd in earneſt. 

I believe thoſe Gentlemen who lie under the Surgeon's 
Hands, who are ty'd up to Faſting and Mercury, and 
drivil out in a Stove the Relicks of your incomparable 
Pleaſures, are much of the Coop'd-up Squire's Mind. 
For tho” the Vintners and Harlots have not invaded their 
Purſes, nor Luxury like a Whirl-pool ſwallow'd their 
Lands, yet Diſeaſes have over-ſet Health, and almoft 
funk their Bodies into the Grave. But I have follow'd 
you too far, tis time to leave you; only I will add, 
that I cannot eſteem that Great, which makes me Leſs, 
and tumbles me below my Level. Reaſon is a Preroga- 
tive, no Nuiſance; and I am not diſpos'd to mortgage 
it for a Miß, or Clarer., | 

For all your boaſting, I fear Atheiſm cannot ſuppreſs 
thoſe odd Notions of Good and Evil; they alarm your 
Fears, awake your Conſcience, and ſprinkle your De- 
lights with the unpalatable Ingredient of Pitch and Sul- 
phur ; but if they do not, it only follows that your Un- 
derſtanding is drown'd in Senſuality, that your Wit is 
ſunk into Frenzy, and that you are ſtark mad with your 
Mahometical Happineſs. | 

I confeſs, Exdoxans, that the Pleaſure of the Mind has 
ſome Value; it appears better ſhap'd than that of Senſe ; 
it ſhines brighter; it's longer liv'd; and beſides has no- 

thing 
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thing of Miſtineſs, or Brutality : But then I cannot con- 
ceive, why this Satisfaction muſt be ſolely ingroſs'd by 
Atheiſts and Latitudinarians : You ſay we muſtenſlave 
our Underſtanding when we embrace Chriſtianity, and 
rezulate our Judgments by divine Revelation : But, pray, 
is this ſuch an Outrage to Reaſon ? Does not God know 
perfectly all Things ? 
Eudox. He does. 
Euſeb. Does not his Revelation agree with his Know- 
ledge? | 
Eudox. It does; for certainly he cannot tell a Lye, 
Euſeb. Now; God never commands us to believe any 
Myſtery, unleſs it be evidently credible he has reveal'd 
it; from whence it follows, that Chriſtians are ſo far 
from hoodwinking, or forcing Reaſon, that Men cannot 
act more rationally ; for thus they proceed. ¶ hate ver 
God reveals is true: But God has reveaPd the Myſtery of 
the Trinity: Therefore it 15 true. The firſt Propoſition 
is evident : The ſecond is evidently credible : For till the 
Revelation appear evidently credible, no Chriſtian lies 
under any Obligation of believing ; and when it comes 
up to ſuch an Evidence, no Man can disbelieve it, with- 
out Imprudence. *Tis true, the Myſtery remains in 
Darkneſs and Obſcurity ; tho? I believe that God is One, 
and Three, yet I am ignorant of the Manner; nor am I 
oblig?d to know it: God has left that as a Subject of 
Diſpute, to exerciſe our Wits, not our Faith. 
Gentlemen, you ſee when Accounts are adjuſted, you 
are not ſo much before-hand with the World, as you ima- 
gined ; but to favour you more than I am oblig'd ; let it 
be granted, that Pleaſures are ten times. more valuable 
than you pretend; at leaſt they cannot out-laſt Time, 
they move towards their Period, and can accompany 
you no farther than the Grave; when once you have lain 
on that cold Bed, Pleaſures take Wing, and diſappear 
your Body is made over to the Worms, and (if there be 
a God) your Soul will be deliver'd into the Hands of un- 
merciful Devils. Sir, tell me, would you accept of the 
Empire of the Univerſe, together with all the beaſtial 
Paſtimes of Sardanapalus, or Heliogabalas, if you were 
ſure afterwards to be ſtretch'd on Racks, to live on Stench, 
and to be regal'd with Toads and Vipers for the Space of 
twenty Years? 
5 | Theo, 
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Theo. No ſurely. 

Euſeb. Yet every Atheiſt, or Latitudinarian, cannot 
hope for Crowns or Scepters; they cannot gratify Heir 
Senſuality with ſo high; ſea ſon'd Lewdneſs, as thoſe two 
wretched Princes; notwithſtanding (if there be a God) 
they muſt buy their minute Satisfaction, neither with 
Tortures, nor Toads, nor the Torments of twenty Years, 


but of Eternity: If therefore you will not purchaſe a tem- 


poral Enjoyment with a temporal Puniſhment, why will 
you buy a temporal and fleeting Satisfaction, with a Fu- 
niſhment that is eternal ? | 

Theo. Pain is a very lively Perception, it flaſhes upon 
the Organ with a vait Impetuoſity, and puts our whole 
Machine in Diſorder ; tis ſtronger than Fleature, and 


keeps it at a Diſtance, when we have it not, and turns 


it away when we have it : Hence I would not take twen- 
ty Years of Satisfaction, with a ſure Reverſion of twenty 
Years of Pain; for this will certainly more afflict Na- 
ture, than that can pleaſe it : But the Pains of Hell and 
Pleaſures of Heaven are wholly uncertain, and theſe of 
Atheiſts aſſur'd; ſo that tho' thoſe Pains, compar'd pre- 
ciſely with the Pleaſures, are infinitely greater; yet if 
you conſider thoſe in a State of Uncertainty, and theſe 
in a State of Certainty, we muſt give theſe the Prece- 
dence ; and this is conformable to that capital Maxim; 
Keep what is certain, and leave what is uncertain. Give 
me leave to frame this ſhort Syllogiſm : is Imprudeuce 
to part with what is certain, for what is uncertain ; but 
the Pleaſures of Heaven and Pains of Hell are uncertain; 


and thoſe of this World are certain; therefore tis Impru- 


dence to quit the Pleaſures of this Life out of Fear of fal- 
ling into Hell, or out of Hope of flying into Heaven. 
Euſeb. The Force of your Diſcourſe is wound up in 


your Maxim, and the Syllogiſm is but a meer Deducti- 


on; ſo that if your Foundation be weak, the Superſtruc- 


ture falls to the Ground: Now, Sir, I muſt tell you, 


your grand Principle is not univerſally true, and by Con- 
ſequence unfit for the Poſt you have put it in; unleſs it 


be ſtrain'd, and us'd with Diſcretion, it proves nothing 


but Sophiſtry. 
For, does not the Husbandman cultivate and manure 
his Ground at the certain Expence of both his Eaſe and 


Money? Yet his Gain is as uncertain as the Winds and 


Seaſons, 
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Seaſons. Another takes up at the Temple; he ſinks his 
Purſe, and beats his Brain with plodding over Gook and 
Lietleton; he pores Night and Day upon the Code, and 
confounds himſelf with the [nſt+2#t:10ns and Pandects, and 
hopes to beat a Fortune out of his Labour and Expences ; 
yet tho? he certainly lays out his Money, and ſacrifices 
his Repoſe, he is not certain to reach his Pretenſions; 
his Expectation may be baulk'd, and after twenty Y ears, 
he may be no farther advanc'd in the World, than he was 
the firſt Day he ſet out. 

Our Merchants put to Sea with a good Cargo; they pur- 
ſue Profit into the Indies; the Danger of their Perſons 
is certain, they expoſe their Commodities to all the Ca- 
ſualities of Wind and Weather, that lay before very ſafe 
in Magazines ; the Gain is ill affur'd : Donot then theſe 
Men confute your Maxims by Practice? And who ever 
indicted them of Imprudence, or tax'd *em of Folly * 

In fine, Sir, the whole Commerce of Life rouls upon 
this Principle; that oftentimes tis the part of a prudent 
Man to quit what is certain, for what is uncertain ; and 
were it otherwiſe, there would be ſo little Buſineſs in 
the World, that Mankind might fit croſs arm'd, or fall 
together by the Ears to avoid Idleneſs: Mens Under- 
ſtandings would grow downward, their Courage would 
ſhrink up; Induſtry would turn off in Lethargy, and 
the whole World would fall back into its primitive Ig- 
norance. | | 

Theo, I know the Principle comprehends a Latitude, 
and is not true without Reſtriction. a 

Euſeb, A little Patience if you pleaſe; when J have 
convicted it of Error, you ſhall have time to argue, why 
Sentence ſhould not paſs upon it. When the Good we 
hope is equal, or inconſiderably greater, than what we 
hazard; it weuld be a piece of the higheſt Extravagance, | 
to -xpoſe what we pofleſs in Peace and Quiet, for that | 


which is only equal, or inconſiderably greater, and withal 
very uncertain: If by the Loſs of the certain we chance 
to procure the uncertain, we are but juſt where we were 
but if we fail in our Purſuit, we ſhall not only fall ſhort 
of what we hop'd for, but even of what we poſſeſſed: 
In this Caſe your Axiom may be allow'd of, but then 
it ſupports not your Cauſe; for there is no Proportion 
between the moſt luſcious Pleaſures of Life, which you 
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ſuppoſe certain, and thoſe of Heaven you ſuppoſe un- 
certain; for thoſe are built on the tottering Foundation 
of Time, and in ſpite of Care, within the Space of ſome 
Years, muſt touch their fatal Period, and flaſh into No- 
thing, whereas theſe are infinitely better qualified, they 
ſtand on a ſtable Bottom, they never wither, never die : 
So that tho* we conſider the . Heaven in a State 
of Uncertainty, and thoſe of Time in a State of Cer- 
tainty, thoſe muſt prevail; becauſe the exorbitant Great- 
neſs of the Divine Joys of Heaven, accompanied with 
an eternal Duration, are more advantageous than all the 
trifling Satisfactions of Senſe, tho? ſtampt with the charm- 
ing Attractives of Certainty and Poſlefſion. | 
For would any Man, who had one Grain of Prudence, 
accuſe me of Folly or Raſhnels, if I ſhould venture a 
Penny upon a well-grounded Preſumption of gaining a 
Million? Would not you and all the Merchants in the 
Nation ſhare in the Venture? Vet in this Caſe we ſhould 
quit the certain for the uncertain. Now, 2f there be a 
God, if the Chriſtian Religion be the only ſaving Com- 
mumion in the World, and you live up to the Precepts of 
Reaſon and the Goſpel; after this Life you will enter upon 
the Poſſeſſion of a Blifs that ſurpaſſes all the brutiſh 
and fond Enjoyments of Senſe, more than a Million ex- 
ceeds a Penny; for between theſe two Sums there is 
ſome Proportion, but all the Geometricians in Europe 
can never find a Medium Proportionale between what is 

temporal and eternal. 
Indeed, if you ſhould ſquare your Conduct by the 
ſevere Rules of Chriſtian Morality, and afterwards find 
no God to recompenſe your Virtue; or that you might 
have purchas'd an equal Glory, following the more con- 
deſcending Precepts of other Religions, you would be at 
ſome Loſs; i. e. you would have debarr'd your ſelf of 
ſome lewd Senſations to little Purpoſe; but this Diſap- 
intment cannot be put in the Scale, againſt thoſe vaſt 
*reaſures you might pretend to, if there were a God, 
and if only one Religion were ſaving : If therefore, he 
who ſhould refuſe to hazard a Penny on a moſt prudent 
_ Expectation of gaining a Million, would in the Opinion 
of all Mankind commit a Folly almoſt too extravagant 
for Bedlam it ſelf; why ſhall we fear to brand Atheiſts 
and Latitudinarians with Frenzy and Madneſs, who 7 * 
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fer 2 paultry Content before a Pleaſure that is eternal? 
Your grand Principle, leave not the certain for the uncer- 
tain, cannot relieve you, becauſe it has no place in the 
preſent Diſpute ; for there is no Proportion between the 


Happineſs of the other World, which you ſuppoſe uncer- 


tain, and the Pleaſure of this, you ſuppoſe certain ; for 
no Arithmetick is able to multiply Moments into Eter- 
nity. Now I anſwer your Syllogiſm. 

"Tis Imprudence to part with what is certain, for what 
is uncertain; but the Pleaſures of Heaven are uncertain, 
and thoſe of Life are certain; therefore tis Imprudence 
zo quit the Pleaſures of this Life for thoſe of Heaven. 

{ diſtinguiſh the firſt Propoſition ; Tis Inpradence to 
part with what is certain, for what is uncertain + If what 


7s uncertain be conſiderably greater than what 1s certain, 


I deny it. Fit be only equal, or inconſiderably greater, 
J grant it: I tranſmit the ſecond Propoſition, and deny 
the Conſequence: Pray take Notice I do not grant the 
ſecond Propoſition ; for the firſt part is only true in our 
preſent Suppoſition, and the ſecond is abſolutely falſe; 
for thoſe Pleaſures you ſo much talk of, are as uncertain 


as any thing can be; ſo that tho* your famous Axiom 
were never ſo true, tis impertinent to the preſent Diſ- 


pute; ſeeing your Gain is as doubtful as your Loſs. 
Theom. What, will you maintain our Pleaſures are un- 
certain? If you can make that out, I confeſs Affairs are 
in a worſe Poſture than I fancy'd. 
Euſeb. J will maintain it, and demonſtrate it too. 
Your Pleaſure, Sir, conſiſts in the Satisfaction of Senſe ; 
now all ſuch Satisfaction, is very expenſive: Bargandy 


and Champaigne Wines grow not at London, they mult 


paſs the Seas; and before they are fit for an Athieſt's 
Palate, the Price runs high : You muſt give the Vintner 
leave to rate them at Pleaſure, and thank him for his Fa- 
vour, if he gives you a Bottle for an Angel. Ragouſts are 
as coftly ; Cooks will not toil for 'em, unleſs they be 
well paid ; they value their Sweatgas high as the Vintner 


does his Champaigne; and you can rely no more on the 
Conſcience of the one, than of the other; for neither is 


ſtrait-lac*d, and you muſt ſtand to their Mercy: If you 


caſt up your Accounts, you will find the Taverns and 


Treating-Houſes have eas'd you of a round Income. 
Miſſes are farm'd at a higher Rate; like the Monſter Bebe- 


met, 
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met, they drink whole Rivers; they ſwallow Mines and 
devour Lordſhips: You may rig out a firſt Rate Ship, 
at leſs Expence than a Lady of Pleaſure: She muſt ap- 
pearat Hyde - Park with a glittering Equipage, and ſhroud 
the Scandal of her Life under a Veil of Embroidery : 
And what is worſe, ſhe preſently falls to decay, and then 
the Bills of Reparation ſwell higher than thoſe of the very 
Building: Now if you let her lie out of Repaif, you 
either tempt her Fidelity, or her ill Nature, and then 
your Heaven may chance to fink into Hell; for if you 
reſolve with Eagerneſs a Relief, you ſend her a Blank, 
and encourage her Ladyſpip to draw up Conditions at 
Pleaſure, and to riſe upon you at the Diſcretion of A- 
varice. You ſee theſe Pleaſures are expenſive, and re- 
quire a good Fund : Now, Sir, are all Atheiſts ſure of 
good Eſtates? Have they found out the Philoſopher's 
Stone; or have they Midas's Faculty, of turning what- 
ever they touch into Gold? I cannot think that Man- 
zors follow Religion, or that a beggarly Chriſtian can 
ſtart up a money'd Azheiſt : Pleaſures therefore are not 
over ſure to every Atheiſtical Proſelyze, unleſs you only 
admit Lords and Gentlemen into your Communion, and 
ſo compoſe your Church as the Venetianus do their Grand 
Senate of Nobles; but even in this caſe, your happy 
Life wants good Security : Eſtates, like Eels, often give 
us the flip, and I have known ſome who began the 
World with three thouſand Pounds per Aunum, end in 
an Hoſpital: Some forfeit their Fund for Loyalty, others 
for Rebellion; ſome drink it away, others Dice it; ſome 
wear it out by husbanding it too well, and others by 
managing it too ill: The very Foundation therefore of 
your Pleaſures being ſo precarious, and uncertain, the 
Pleaſures themſelves can't be aſſur'd. | 

_ Secondly, Without Health the moſt exquiſite Pleaſures 
are dull and infipid ; they rather importune than pleaſe, 
and put our Patience to the Trial, rather than divert 
our Senſes; tne Harmony of a Lute, tho* touch'd by 
an Orpheus, will grate the Ear, if the Head be out of 
Tune; and a diſcompos'd Stomach receives the moſt de- 
licious Ragouſts with Reluctancy and Convulſions: A 
Fit of the Cholick makes a Crown uneaſy, and turns all 
the Charms of Empire into Diſſatisfaction. Now our 


Body is a Compound of Contraries, each Part claſhes 
with 
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with its Fellow, and like the Midiauites, draws upon its 
next Companion; Heat plays upon Cold; Dryneſs up- 
on Humility : Whilſt Victory is at a ſtand, our Pulſe 
beats even ; but when it leans to one Side, *tis Time to 
call for a Doctor: Beſides, theſe Hoſtilities are acted out 
of Sight; or, like Miners, skirmiſh under Ground; and 
ſo we cannot ſend Relief to balance the Advantage which 
one may gain over the other: In fine, Sir, Health conſiſts 
in an equal Temper of capricious Humours ; in a good 


Intelligence of a thouſand Veins and Arteries; and what 


can be more uncertain? I never meditate on the Frame 
and Mechanitm of Bodies, but I am rapt into Extaſies 
of Admiration, and wonder more we are one Day in 
Health, than that we ſhould continually groan under 
the Pangs of the moſt acute Diſeaſes: And if all Men's 
Health is uncertain, the Atheiſt's is much more; for 
their exceſſive Irregularities both haſten Infirmities, and 
inflame them; Debauchery revenges its own Exceſſes 
npon our Bodies, and plunges them into a State of Lan- 
gour and Weakneſs: Health muſt jade, it cannot hold 
out, if we live too faſt, and are continually upon the 
Gallop: And thus you make what is uncertain, more 
uncertain ; if you do not manage your Conſtitution, but 
proſtitute it, you throw it away before you have done li- 
ving, nay, when it is moſt uſeful to your Deſign ; and 
ſo betray your Senſes, and conſpire againſt the Intereſt of 
Eaſe and Pleaſure. | 

34ly, Life is the Foundation of all Happineſs, on 
this all our Hopes and Expectations of worldly Pleaſures 
are built; yet this is a thouſand Degrees more uncer- 
tain, than the Exiſtence of a God: We know no more 
when we came into the World, than the Child unborn, 
and know no more when we ſhall leave it. Our Stay 
depends on a hundred Circumſtances, and our Remo- 
val on as many Accidents, we are neither able to a- 
void, nor foreſee: An Enemy may Poniard us into the 
other World, a Friend may careſs us thither ; Grief 
links us into the Grave, and Joy overſets us: Nay, the 
Scratch of a Pin oftentimes baffles the Virtue of Drugs, 
and the Art of the Surgeon. The future is to come, 


the paſt is flown awav, and neither at our Diſpoſal ; fo. 
that we are only Maſters of the preſent : Now Money, 


Health, and Lite itſelf being ſo uncertain, fo precati- 
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ous, how can you perſuade yourſelf, that Pleaſure, 
your ſammum bouum, is aſſur d? But if this be uncertain, 
Atheiſts and Latitucinarians are mad to Extravagance; 
for then they chuſe a Pack of brutiſh, ſhort-liv'd, and 
uncertain Pleaſures, before thoſe eternal Joys of the 
other World, that are exceſſively beyond Thought, and 
long beyond Imagination: Now if a Man would act 
foolithly, who ſhould chuſe a Crown that is uncertain, 
before a Million that is cqually uncertain; with what 
Terms can I expreſs your Frenzy, who rather lay 
hold on a thin, paultry, uncertain Pleaſure, than a 
Happineſs that is uncertain indeed, but withal eter- 
nal; eſpecially when you not only quit all Right to 
this exorbitant Happineſs, but at the ſame time run up 
to the very Brink of Damnation ? for thoſe who reject 
Heaven, zp/o fact accept of Hell. We have waded 
deep enough into this Matter. I will now draw up a 
ſhort Scheme of the whole Diſcourſe, and then leave it 


to your Confideration. 


To ſhew the Unreaſonableneſs of Atheiſm and Lati- 
tudinarianiſm, I have condeſcended to more than you 
durſt ask, either in Juſtice or Equity, 2/2. That the 
Exiſtence of a God is doubtful; as well as the Neceſſity 
of profeſſing the Chriſtian Religion for Salvation: Be- 
fore you can pretend to Evidence, you muſt turn com- 
mon Senſe topſy turvy, and fly in the Face of Reaſon: 
J have ſtoop'd fo low as to grant theſe two Points doubt- 
ful, to diſplay the Weakneſs of your Pretenſions, and 
to demonſtrate, that Courteſy itſelf is not able to juſtify 
your Conduct. _ 

I ground my Diſcourſe on this Principle ; when two 
Opinions, both-doubtful, both uncertain, do concur ; 'tis 
a Folly to chuſe that which will ruin me, if falſe; and 
cannot turn to my Advantage, tho” true: You have ſub- 
ſcrib'd, and indeed all Nature has put its Hand to the 
Principle: Now, Gentlemen, if the Opinions you em- 
brace prove falſe, you will be eternally caſt out of that 
happy Region of the Bleſſed, and eternally confin'd to 


the Pitch and Sulphur of the Reprobate. Tt is poſſible for 


a wretched Creature to loſe more on the one Side, or to 
ſuffer more on the other? Can any Man be more un- 
happy than to be baniſh'd from his Sovereign Happineſs ? 


Or more miſerable than to be ingulphed into a State of 
eternal 
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eternal Sufferings? Is not he undone, who has turn'd 
Bankrupt not only of his Fortune, but even of his Hope; 
and has nothing left but Torments, Rage, and Deſpair ? 
If your Opinions chance to be true, what Adyantage 
can you reap but petty Satisfactions of Senſe; which ra- 
ther ſurfeit than ſatisfy, and ſtupify more than they de- 
light? They look big only at a diſtance, and nothing 
when they draw near; they are indeed Giants in our 
Fancy, and Pigmies in themſelves; yet you chuſe theſe 
contemptible Pleaſures, that avail you little while you 
live, andnothing when you come to die; you leave thoſe 
which laſt eternally: Now has not ſuch a choice all 
Characters of Folly ? Pt 

Pray, Gentlemen, ſet ſome Moments aſide for Re- 
flection: The Buſineſs is of Weight, and deſerves ſober 
Thoughts. Had you two Souls, you might ſend one into 
the next World to diſcover how Things go in that un- 
known Region ; and if that ſhould periſh in the Enter- 
prize, you would have at leaſt another in Reſerve: But 
alas, you have but one, and if that miſcarry, you are 
loſt for ever: The firſt Moment that lays open your 
Misfortune, diſcovers the Impoſſibility of retrieving it. 

Theom. Come, Euſebius, we have almoſt drain'd the 
Subject ; let us change our Theme. You have arraigned 
my Choice, and in your Fancy convicted it of Folly and 
Extravagance ; I impeach you of the ſame Miſdemea- 
nours : Pray let us ſee if you can plead your own Cauſe 
with as much Art, as you have againſt mine. | 


- 
1 n 8 


DIALO GU E VII. 


Tho' there be no God, and tho? the Chriſtian Religion be 
not the only ſaving Religion, tis Prudence to believe 
there is a God, and that the Chriſtian Religion is the 
ouly ſaving Religion in the World; and to live up to 
the Tenets of 3 | 


Euſeb. Y O U have afſign'd me an eaſy Province: The 
- + very opening of our Cauſe is ſufficient to gain 

it. That we may not beat the Air, and ſhoot at Rovers, 
let us look back upon the old Principle, A ben two unc er- 
U 2 tain. 
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rain Propoſitions lie before me, I am oblig'd by all the 


Laws of Prudence to chuſe that which will turn to my 


Advantage, if true, and cannot prejudice me, if it be 
falſe ; I have eſtabliſh'd this Maxim above, and I ſee not 
how you can offer againſt it any thing of Moment. 

Theom. Go on. 

Euſeb. If our Opinions are true, when once we ſhake 
off theſe Clouds of Clay, theſe Mifts of Duſt and Aſhes, 
which interpoſe between us and Eternity, we ſhall be in 
a molt comfortable Condition; for the very Moment 
that deprives us of Life, will repair all the Decays of Na- 


ture, all the Ruins of Time; we ſhall enter upon a State 


of Bliſs, with a Spring that ever flouriſhes, ever blooms; 
upon a State inacceſſible to Infirmities, unknown to Mi- 
ſeries, above the Stroke of Fortune, and out of the Ju- 
riſdiction of Death: Now to paſs on a ſudden from Fear 
to Aſſurance, from Sickneſs to Health, from Poverty to 
Plenty, and from Death to Life, muſt be a very enter- 
taining Change: But what is this to that Ocean of Bliſs, 
that lows from the Face of God? One Ray ſtruck Mo- 
fes almoſt blind; his Mortality funk under fo glorious an 
Appearance, and Nature was too weak to bear the Splen- 
dour of the Object, or to continue the Correſpondence. 
The Fondneſs of Imagination always magnifies tempo- 
ral Pleaſures : Fancy over flouriſhes the Object, and 
paints beyond the Life; they are more gaudy in our 


Brain, than in themſelves, and the Expectation of em 


out-weighs Poſleſſion : But the Pleaſures of the other 
World are above Expreſſion, and Imagination too; nor 
can we take their Dimenſions by what they are, but by 
what they are not: All that I can fay, is, they put an 
End to Fear, a Term to Hope, and a Stop to Deſire; 
and certainly that Creature has touch'd upon the true 
Point of Happineſs, that neither wiſhes to be greater, nor 
fears to be leſs. | 
Theo. Well, well, Sir, you will indeed be very well 
provided, if there be a God; but ſuppoſe there be none; 
you will conſeſs then that you have under-rated all the 
Pleaſures of this Life, and fold *em for a Dream. 
Euſeb. Sold em for a Dream, ſay you? You lie under 
a great Miſtake ; tho* there are no ſuch Things, as God, 
or Heaven, I ſell 'em to Advantage, and make the moſt 
of em: The bare Probability of a happy Eternity, has 
| | more 
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more Worth, than a certain Poſſeſſion of all the Advan- 
tages of Life : Theſe Toys end in Vanity and Vexation 
of Spirit; we miſ-ſpend our Thoughts, we render our 


| ſelves cheap and deſpicable, by throwing away our Inch- 


nations upon theſe Amuſements: But I told you before, 
that thoſe Pleaſures you talk of are as uncertain as the Joys 
of Heaven; and in this Caſe, I only truck one Uncer- 
cainty for another : But then what I give 1s only tempo- 
ral, and what I take eternal: Now, if there be a God, 
my Fortune is made for ever ; if there be no God, I re- 
ceive ſmall Diſadyantage ; I only diſcard my ſelf of thoſe 
Things that are noxious to my Body, and ſcandalous to 
my Nature: At leaſt, I live like a Man, though in the 
End I die like a Brute, and fall into nothing: But do you 
think Chriſtians and Atheiſts muſt forſwear all Pleaſure; 
that they muſt torture their Senſes, and only know they 
live by Mortification and Torture? 

Theo. They muſt check Paſſion, arreſt Appetite, and 
curb the very Tendency of Nature to Pleaſure; 'T hey 
muſt continually ſtand upon their Guard, and ſcour a- 
bout for fear of a Surprize : Now theſe Employ ments 
are laborious and mortifying; a Man that is thus upon 
the Hoof can ſcarce find Leiſure for Diverſion: In ſhort, 


Who lives up to the Principles of your Belief, muſt di- 


vorce from Mirth, disband from Company, and like 
Toads, feed on the Poiſon of Spleen and Melancholy. 

Euſeb. We muſt indeed have a watchful Eye over our 
Paſſions, and keep em within the Bounds of Reaſon ; 
we muſt not ſtep over the Limits of Decency, nor ex- 
ceed the Preſcript of Moderation; yet we have a large 
Field to play in: Thoſe Reſtraints are laid upon us, be- 
cauſe an univerſal Liberty would undo us; and indeed, I 
find few Actions prohibited beſides thoſe, that either de- 
bauch Health, croſs upon Reaſon, or undermine So- 
ciety: Now he who cannot be pleas'd unleſs he prepares 
Work for the Doctor, unleſs he revels away his Wits, or 
unhinges the whole Frame of Commerce and Converſa- 
tion, deſerves, like Lyons or Bears, to be hunted out of 
Society. 

A Chriſtian may pretend to ſome eee in this 
World, without forfeiting his Claim to the Delights of the 
other: If Providence has furniſn'd him with an Eſtate, 
he may both keep it, and uſe it too; nay, he may take 
"WM x thoſe 
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thoſe Meaſures which Prudence and Juſtice ſhall ſug⸗ 
geſt to improve it; he may aſpire handſomely to an 


| honourable Poſt, and clap on his Coach a Coronet, if he 


can procure a Patent ; he may eat wholfome Food, and 
drink good Wine, ſo he does not clog his Stomach, nor 
offend his Brain: Indeed he muſt beware of Exceſs, and 
this, methinks, is no great Encroachment on his Free- 
dom, no great Confinement to his Diverſion; for cer- 
tainly a Surfeit is not very entertaining ; and a Fit of 
Drunkenneſs is no charming Trance to any but to the 
Spectators: If a Chriſtian racks his Brain, ſhrinks his 
Purſe, or weakens his Body with amorous Intrigues, 
he paſles his Commiſſion: But then he has the Freedom 
to marry ; and what will be the Difference between him 
and an Atheiſt; but that this dotes on a Miſtreſs, and the 
other places his Affections on a Wife; that the one ſa- 
tisfies Senſe at the Expence of Duty, and the other joins 
Duty with Pleaſure ? So that upon the whole, unleſs Sin 
be the only charming Circumſtance, and that nothing 
can gratify Senſe, unleſs it invades our Innocence, your 
Advantage over us is inconſiderable: But then, we have 
other Advantages that balance this; our Pleaſures are 
clean, untainted, and (what is more valuable) inno- 
cent; we enjoy em without Scruple, without Remorſe, 
becauſe without Offence ; they are neither mixed with 
Fear, nor Shame, nor are they follow'd by Repentance, 
they bear the Feſt of Conſcience, and dare ſtand a Trial 
at God's Tribunal. Ee 
Theo. If this be all, we ſtand-on equal Ground: M 
Zonſcience enjoys a continual Caim; it ſleeps as ſoundly 
as if it had taken an Opiate, and always comes to the 
Lure of my Deſires. AY | 
Euſeb. You are ſlipt into 2 Fit of Bantering ſure; a 
quiet Conſcience to an Atheiſt is very extraordinary : 
No, no, Sir, in Spight of Debauchery and Infidelity too, 
it will ſtruggle, it will turn upon you, when it finds you 
alone, and fly in your Face : A Doſe of Claret may lay 
it afleep, the Noiſe of Company, and the Tumults of 
Paſſion may drown its Voice, or put a Stop to its Cla- 
mours; but when the Fumes are ſettled, when the Com- 
pany withdraws, and Paſſion runs in its own Channel, 
it reads you unpleaſant Lectures of Shame and Horrour 


upon 
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upon Deſpair, and conjures up a Battiahon of Fiends to 
haunt you. Tell me, Theomachni, When the Candles are 
extinguiſh'd, and Sleep flies from your Eyes, when the 
Fire of Wine has boil'd up your Blood into a ſmall Fe- 
ver; are you not plagu'd with Doubts, and hagz'd with 
Apprehenſions? Does not, wh. if there be a God, ring 
a diſmal Knell in your Ears, and toſs the Diſeaſe from 
your Head to your Heart? Would you not purchaſe an 
Aſſurance, that there is no God; no Reckoning with 
a Lordſhip ? | | 

Theo. Such Thoughts ſometimes hover about me; but 
they ſpring from Cuſtom and Education. 1 was brought 
up a Chriſtian, and imbued wich all the Principles of 
that Perſuaſion ; I ſuck'd in from the Cradle thoſe fright- 
ful Notions of Judgment and Hell; and Time has not 
been able to wear out thoſe diſmal Ideas: The firſt 
Tincture ſticks cloſe, and the Errors of Youth are ſel- 
dom forgotten: But others who have had the good For- 
tune to meet with a more free Education, laugh at the 
Apparitions of thoſe childiſh Bug-bears, firſt created by 
Nurſes, and then kept up by Fancy. 

Euſeb. Theſe dreadful Spectres neither owe their Be- 
ing to Education, Nurſes, nor Fancy, they are very real 
Things: Nature has ſtamp'd the Belief of them in our 
Soul, nor is Atheiſm able to deface them: Theſe Sparks, 4 
who have not lain under their Diſcipline, who have . 
rang'd about the Iſland from their Youth, like the barba- 
rous Braſilians in the Wilderneſs of America, or wild 
Aſſes on the Mountains, without Reſtraint, without In- 
ſtruction, may hector Conſcience, but cannot gag it: In 
ſpite of Debauchery it will ſometimes upbraid, it will 
throw Crimes before their Faces, and muſter up all the 
Forces of Guilt and Puniſhment to torment them. 

Tell an Atheiſt, you have a Demonſtration againſt the 
Being of a God, the bare Propoſal quickens him; it 
pours into him a new Supply of Vigour and Activity; it 
ſweetens his Nature, and throws off the miſty Vapours-of 
Spleen and Melancholy: Pray, why ſuch Joy at the very 
Apprehenſion of no God Is it ſo welcome News to hear 
that he muſt drop into Nothing? And take Leave of Ex- 
iſtence when he bids adieu to Life? No certainly: But 
Atheiſts know, if there be a God, they muſt once ap- 
pear at his Tribunal, and wo have no Inclination to 19 
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the iſſue of their Cauſe upon the Juſtice of his Sentence. 
Now, why ſhould they fear to be condemn'd, unleſs 
they know they have done ill? And how can they dread 
Puniſhment without trembling at the Crime ? Who live 
up to the Precepts of Chriſtianity ſear no future Evil, be- 
cauſe they act none here; they apprehend no Puniſhment, 
becauſe they deſerve none. Such a Security is above 
Price, it exceeds the ſparkling Diadems of the Cæſars, 
and all the brutiſh Pleaſures of the Atheiſts. ?*T'is above 
the Value of Gold or Diamonds, and can only be pur- 
chas'd by Virtue. | 

Beſides, tho! we caſt the other World out of the Que- 
ſtion, Chaſtity, Modeſty, and Temperance are honou- 
rable Qualifications ; they draw Eſteem, Reſpect, and Ve- 
neration from the moſt vicious; for all eſteem Virtue, 
tho* they will not go to the Charge of the Purchaſe : 
Now, tho” we ſhould come ſhort of Heaven, 'tis ſome 
Satisfaction to think that at leaſt we may leave a wor- 
thy Memory to After-ages; that our Virtue may ſtand 
upon Record to the laſt Moment of Time ; and that our 
Names will not ſleep by us in the Grave. Epic urus felt 
not the Fits of Stone or Gout, when he meditated on 
the Applauſe Poſterity would give his Writings : This 
imaginary Pleaſure drowned his real Pains, and made him 
enjoy a Paradiſe in Torments: The Violence of the Tran- 
ſport either mortify'd his Senſe, or inſpirited his Mind. 
Diogenes preferr'd Glory before ſcandalous Delights; and 
the very Appearance of Virtue before Libertiniſm : He 
thought it worth his while to tie himſelf up to hard 
Uſage, to ſilence the Clamours of Paſſions, and to leave 
behind him glorious Inſtances of "Temperance and Mo- 
deration ; that he might make a Figure in Annals, and 
raiſe the Fame of his Tub higher than the Trophies of 
Miltiades: And indeed, there is a vaſt Difference be- 
tween the Delights of Senſe, and thoſe of the Mind ; 
thoſe depend on various Circumſtances, and muſt touch 
the Organ to pleaſe it: Perfumes in Arabia cannot affect 
my Noſe, not a Ragous in Fapan regale my Palate : But 
the Pleaſures of the Mind move in a larger Compaſs; 
they act at Diſtance, and are neither confined to Place, nor 
Situation: By a certain Spell of natural Magick it rai- 
ſes up paſt Pleaſures, and feaſts itſelf with Futurities; 
I can pleaſe my ſelf with a Thing that is paſt, and frame 
TH %% Loy enter- 
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entertaining Thoughts of what is to come: And this Pri- 
vilege good Men poſſeſs; they perceive a preſent Satiſ- 
faction, that they have ſecur'd their Memory from Oblo- 
quy and Detraction; and that when they expire, their 
Actions will ſtand up in Defence of their Integrity : If 
we throw theſe two Advantages in the Balance, our Con- 
dition will not be worſe than yours; we ſhall at leaſt go 
off the Stage like wiſe Men, and you will jump into no- 
thing like Fools. But tho' we grant Atheiſts and Latitu- 
dinarians lead more pleaſant Lives than Chriſtians, this 
cannot prejudice our Conduct; for {till *tis true, that all 
is little, ſuperficial, and inconſiderable, that muſt end. 
Wherefore to conclude; if it be true, That when two 

uncertain Propoſutions lie before me, I am obliged by the 
Laws of Prudence to chuſe that which will turn to my 
Advantage, if true, and cannot prejudice me, if it chance 
zo be falſe ; you mult confeſs, that tho' we are miſtaken 
in our Succeſs, we are not in our Choice; and that we 
are rather unfortunate, than imprudent. 

Theo. Well, ſuppoſe all this true; I am not one Step 
nearer my Converſion than before. 

Euſeb. That is very ſtrange. I have drawn out a Map 
of your Miſtakes; TI have balanc'd your Hopes with 
your Fears, your Hazard with your Gain; I have made 
it clear to Evidence, that your Conduct paſſes Madneſs 
and Extravagance : Is not this ſufficient to perſuade you 

5 to alter it? Has Folly ſo violent Attractives; or Frenzy 
ſuch unconquerable Charms? Is it better to burn eter- 
nally for a Miſtake, than go to the Charge of cor- 
recting it? | | | 

Theo, Believe me, Euſebius, I am not dotingly fond 
of Errors that coſt ſo dear: I would willingly caſt them 
off, were it in my Power ; but you know, that to ſerve 
God with a Doubt of his Being, is no leſs criminal, than 
to deny him: Now I cannot ſtretch my Faith to Firm- 
neſs or Certitude ; I muſt waver on Doubts, and float on 
Suſpicions ; for my Underſtanding is not at Command, 
it lies not under the Diſcipline of the Will; Evidence a- 
lone has the Power to bend it: I confeſs I want Evidence, 
and if you'll help me to a handſome Doſe, [I'll return the 
Favour with Gratitude. 
Euſeb. Were you not educated in Chriſtianity ? 

Theo. I was. „„ 5 

N Euſeb. 
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Euſeb. Did you not then believe the Exiſtence of a 
God, and all the high Myſteries of Chriſtianity without 
Doubts or Fears? | 
Theo. I did. 

Enſeb. When you grew in Years, did you never make 
an Enquiry into Religion? Did you not take the Pains 
to inform yourſelf why you believed, as well as what 
you believed ? Did you take all upon Truſt? And owe 
your Faith to the Font alone, or to the Climate ? 

Theo. I paſs'd a great Part of my Life in Retirement; 
and made Reading both my Employment and Pleaſure ; 
but eſpecially I levell'd my Study at thoſe things that 
were rather profitable than diverting; and contributed 
more to my future Happineſs, than my preſent Satis facti- 


on. Among theſe, I thought then, that Religion took 


ne firſt Place; and in this View I fell upon Polemicks 
with Eagerneſs, and continued ſome time with a never- 
interrupted Application: My Progreſs anſwer'd my Ex- 
pectation; I fancied I could defend my Religion againſt 
all Opponents, and convince any Man, if it were not 
evidently true, that *twas at leaſt evidently credible: To 
be plain, I never doubted of any Article, and always 
ſuſpected his Judgment or Morals that did. | 

Euſeb. Perchance thoſe Motives have given your Me- 
mory the Slip, perchance Time and little Reflection has 
ſullied their Luftre, and impair'd the Force of their 
Activity. | 

Then. No, I have them all before me: But, methinks, 
they have another Face ; they want their former Brisk- 
neſs and Vigour; they ſtrike but faintly on the Brain; 
and tho? they move the Underſtanding, they cannot ſet- 
tle it: Their Evidence is funk ſo low, that it ſcarce holds 
up to Probability. | 

Euſeb. Upon Examen and ſecond Thoughts, have 
you diſcover'd Sophiſtry? Have they fail'd under Exa- 
men, or ſhrunk under a due Trial of Logick ? | 

Theo. Indeed I never put them on the Rack, nor 
brought them to the Teſt of Reaſon ; but I have read in 
modern Authors fuch home Arguments againſt the Be- 
ing of a God, that *tis impoſlible there ſhould be any 
ſuch Thing. 

Euſeb. Hold, Theomachas, you take Things by the falſe 
Handle, and begin at the wrong End. You had 0 
PT | or 
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for the Being of a God, for the Truth of Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, that flaſht Conviction ſo ſtrongly, that they could 
not be refiſted with Prudence: Now, in turning over 
Atheiſtical Neotericks, you ſtumble upon ſome Excepti- 
ons: One cannot reconcile God's Juſtice with his Mercy ; 
this ſeems to fall foul upon that: Another can neither 
look back to the firſt Moment of his Eternity, nor graſp 
his Immenſity, nor comprehend his Immutability : A 
third is out of Conceit with his Government: Were 
there a God, ſays he, this would happen, and that would 
not ; the whole Management of the World argues 
Chance, rather than Wiſdom, and wants either Forecaſt 
or Power: hence they conclude, ?:is impoſſible there ſhould 
be a God; therefore there is none: Blind Worms! who 
are overpowered with the Beams of a Planet, and dare fix 
their Eyes upon the Sun; they know not themſelves, 
and yet would comprehend their Maker ; Alas! there is 
nothing ſo mean, but has ſomewhat above us. We fall 
under the Weight of a Straw, and are not able to diſſect 
a Fly, or to anatomize a Glow-worm. Could I com- 
prehend God, I would fcorn to adore him : The very No- 
tion of an infinite Being, implies Obſcurity ; and Reaſon 
tells me, that an Underſtanding confin'd to Limits, can 
never take a full View of a Thing that has none. Look 
you, Sir, you muſt not turn you Back to plain Truths, 
becauſe you cannot anſwer ſome untoward Queſtions 
about them. Tho you ſubpœna a thouſand Objections, 
their Evidence will not be allow'd of in the Court of 
Reaſon, againſt poſitive Demonſtrations ; for we ſeldom 
meet with any thing ſo manifeſt, that does not put Rea- 
ſon to a puzzle on ſome Occaſions. Zeno argued him- 
ſelf out of the Exiſtence of Motion, as you have run your 
ſelf out of the Belief ofa Deity. Motion, ſa ys he, is impoſ- 
ſible, therefore there is no ſuch thing: But his Speculation 
was not receivable againſt clear matter of Fact, and Dio- 
genes Would not diſpute, but walk'd him out of his Error. 
We lay before you a hundred Arguments, that prove the 
Exiſtence of a God; you neither diſcover Weakneſs in 
the Principles, nor Error in the Concluſion ; but very 
fairly ſtep over em, and fall upon God's Attributes: You 
rifle his Conduct, and canvas his Proceeding ; and then, 
becauſe your purblind Reaſon is put to a Nozplas, and 
baffled in the Inquiry, you conclude his Eence is impoſſihle. 
Cm | Poſſibi- 
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Poſſibilities would be drawn up in a narrow Compaſs, if 
all things were impoſſible that confounds our U nderſtand- 
ing: Follow my Advice, Gentlemen, reform your 
Manners if you intend to believe. 5 

Then. Had I Faith, Virtue would follow; but how can 
I mortify Appetite, when I haye no Aſſurance either of 
Reward or Puniſhment ? | | 

Euſeb. Quite contrary ; bid farewel to your Crimes, 
and then you will have no Difhculty to believe; whilſt 
*tis your Intereſt there ſhould be no God, that Chriſti- 
js anity ſhould be an Impoſture, you will believe neither; 
# for Intereſt ſways our Judgment, as well as it commands 
i'd our Actions, and Demonſtration itſelf is leſs perſua- 

| five; *Tis an Error to think our Will has no Juriſdiction 

over our Reaſon; it exerciſes its Tyranny every day over 
that noble Faculty ; it treats it like a Slave, rather than 


1 | a Princeſs, and Atheiſts commit Rapes upon their Rea- 
_— ſon, as well as upon the Sex: Do you not believe you 
it were lawfully begotten ? 

4 Theo, I do. | 


Euſeb. And yet you have only your Mother's Word for 
bd it; but ſhould ſhe declare the contrary, I ſuſpect you 
. would not pay the ſame Deference to her Authority: 
* Now, why do you believe her in one Caſe with ſo 
much Eafineſs? Why do you disbelieve her in the other ? 
I ſuppoſe her Negatives are not leſs credible than her Af- 
firmatives ; and that ſhe deſeryes Belief when ſhe denies 
as well as when ſhe affirms. Here is the Difference; *tis 
your Intereſt to be lawfully begotten, and to be thought 
ſo: On this Account you enter upon your Father's Eſtate, 
and his Titles; but then to come in at the Back-door is 
a mortifying Diſadvantage ; it cuts off the Right to Suc- 
ceſſion, and beſides throws an Aſperſion on your Perſon : 
Now, tho” the Motives in both Caſes are the ſame, the 
Will biaſled by Intereſt, rides the Underſtanding, and 
forces it to aſſent to the firſt, and to diſſent from the ſecond : 
If you ſhake off ill Habits, if you walk within the 
Bounds of Moderation and Temperance, and confine your 
Thoughts and Actions to what is lawful, you will pre- 
ſently look upon God, and Religion, as Things advan- 
tageous to you; becauſe one promiſes Rewards, and the 
other will pay them ; and then prudential Motives, by the 
Power of the Will, can cahly draw, and fix the Under- 

| | | ſtanding 
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ſtanding in the Belief of Truths you now boggle at; but 
if you perſevere in Lewdneſs, and make over your Heart 
to Licentiouſneſs; if you dare not look another World 
in the Face, nor take a Survey of Hell without almoſt 


feeling the Pains; you will never firmly believe there 


is a God, nor frame any tolerable Notion of Religion ; 
for a ſtable and ſettled Perſuaſion of thoſe Things, runs 
ſo contrary to your preſent Intereſt, that the Will, in 
Spight of Evidence it ſelf, will fool the Underſtanding ; 
and either withdraw its Attention from the Conſidera- 
tion of the Argument, or by ſome ſly Trick of Legerde- 
main deludeit: No Man in the World ever deny'd a 
God before ne fear'd him ; he firſt deſerv'd Damnation, 
and then thruſt Juſtice out of Being: And ſo, Eudoæus, 
I fancy you quarrell'd with the Morals of Chriſtianity, 
before you fell out with the Creed; and all Religions 
then only began to pleaſe you, when Reſtraint became 
cumberſome. However, Theomachus, in our following 
Conference ] will attack your Underſtanding; and I hope 


to propoſe ſo ſtrong Arguments, as will be able to fix it 


in the Belief of a God. 

In the mean time diſmiſs Pride, and turn off Prejudice; 
this blinds Reaſon, and that over- looks it; the one will 
not ſee I'ruth, nor the other ſtoop to embrace it: You 
muſt not ſearch after "Truth as if you fear'd to find it; 
ſuch Purſuits are nothing but Ceremony and Grimace, 
they are Symptoms both of Folly and Obſtinacy, and in- 
fallible Marks that you have ſome finiſtrous Deſign, either 
to put a Cheat upon your ſelf, or to caſt Scorn and Con- 
tempt upon your Adverſary. Thoſe Arguments I ſhall 
propoſe, examine in God's Name; diſſect the whole Diſ- 
courſe, weigh the Principles, meaſure the Inferences by 
all the Rules of Mood and Figure: But then fall not up- 
on Criticiſm, as if your whole Buſineſs were to find 
Faults, not Truths; to quarrel with them, not to aſſent: 
Suppoſe em not counterfeit, before you have brought 
em to the Touch-Stone: Again, pray remember there is 
a great Difference between Words, and a good Solution: 
To return an Anſwer, is not to enervate a Proof; we 
may talk much, without talking to the Purpoſe; and ho- 
ver about a Queſtion, without coming up to the Point: 


And as you muſt take care not to be too great in your 
own Opinion, ſo others muſt not be too little : For Men 


icorn 
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ſcorn to learn of thoſe they contemn: And beſides, the 
leaſt Intelligence from ſuch a Quarter will be thought 


apocryphal: For we meaſure the Force of Arguments by 
the Abilities of the Propoſer, and always preiume they 


cannot riſe above his height that made them; fo that if 


we under rate an Adverſary, we ſhall by a neceſſary 
Conſequence deſpiſe his Reaſons: For a ſmall Prepoſlct- 
ſion creates ill Notions, and theſe biaſs the Judgment, 
and give a wrong Turn to the Scale. . 

But above all things, implore the Succour of that 
great Being, whoſe Exiſtence you doubt of: Tell him you 
are in queſt of his Exiſtence, not only to know his Per- 
fections, but to adore his Majeſty, to love his Goodneſs, 
and to ſue for Mercy. Deſire him with Tears and Sighs, 
to diſpel thoſe Miſts that darken the Underſtanding, and 
to daſh in Pieces thoſe Chains of Senſuality that fetter the 
Will; that you may be ſo fortunate as to ſee the Truth 
of his Being, and ſo courageous as to embrace it; for 


the Activity of a Cauſe anſwers the Diſpoſition of the 


Subject: All the Light in Nature will make no Impreſſi- 
on on a diſorder'd Eye: Fire may conſume a Member 
ſtruck with the Palſy, but cannot heat it into Senſation; 
and Demonſtration may ſhine upon the Underſtanding, 
but this will remain in Darkneſs, and grope in Obſcurity, 
unleſs the Will be put in Order, and the Veils of Preju- 
dice, Pride and Licentiouſneſs be remov'd: Nov this is 


the proper Buſineſs of Grace, which God will ſend to 


your Aſſiſtance, if you ask it with Patience and Sin- 
cerity: But if you will live on your own Fund, if you 
will engage with a Reſolution not to yield, or diſpute 
meerly to overcome; you will live an Infidel, and die a 
Reprobate : All Arguments will only ſerve to harden 


your Heart, to inflame your Guilt, and heighten your 


Obſtinacy. - 


DIALOGUE VIII. 
Eudoxus ts not ſatisfy'd with Theomachus's Anſwers. 


After ſome Civilities, Euſebius took leave of his Adver- 


ſaries, and Theomachns conducted him to his 1 ; 
© 


* * 
n - N S Z * - 5 . * 8 A 
ALD Rent WIS Da EET aA OE SR Fe OS LIES) n r . 7 e 7 3 x 
LED es. 2 A. A 8 rr r 128 n enn r 5 n * * 8 — 
DOIN en ONO ...... 8 | 3 
8 R ed no EG be ITC Seb TD a FIPS * : 88 -—_ * RT. LS 2 7 . 
I 55 n = 2 i 5 I ; * 


207 


* : 
21 8 1 was 6 . A 
N SO . Fi it O IER Tc fo, E ECT at ries BIS. 0 r 3 . 7 Ay 
Dp JW * As EIS 2 53) dGſGGGGſPGGGVGGGTfGCG / d RL IT ne Be. 8 Ms 2 5 
= BY Gs 3 2 8 S TY IO fo ap St p<. 5 3 5 k . : ; 
8 n F 2 4 7 FF 


N 
3 


The GENTLEMAN Iſtructed. 303 


he promiſed to appear the next Day, and carry on the 
Converiation. In the mean time Eudoxus found himſelf 
in ſome Diſorder above Stairs: This Conference had bat- 
ter'd his Confidence, awak'd his Conſcience, and alarm'd 
his Fears: He had only enlarg'd his Belief to make room 
for Debauchery, and would needs fave all Men not to 
damn himſelf: Reſtraint was his beſt Argument againſt 
the Neceſſity of Chriſtian Religion for Salvation, and no- 
thing drew him into ſuch a Latitude of Belief, but an un- 
controll'd Liberty of Acting. But when he heard from 
Euſebius the Danger he run, and the Hazard he expos'd 
himſelf to; he found his Blood in a Ferment, and all the 
Faculties of his Soul in an Uproar: He walk'd about the 
Room in ſuch a muling Poſture, that Theomac bus, now 
return'd, could not tell what to make of this mute Scene: 
His Motion repreſented a Farce, his Looks a Tragedy, 


and both ſeem'd extraordinary amazing. What, ſaid ThE. 


machus, are you wrapt in an Extaſy, and fallen over 
Head and Ears into Speculation ? What turn'd Philoſo- 
pher ex tempore? Your Face has no metaphyfical Turn, 
lay down the Diſguiſe, and put on your Shape, you make 
an odd Figure in Maſquerade. | 

Eudox. Is Seriouſneſs ſo unbecoming? I am ſorry to 
hear Gravity fits ſo unhandſomely upon me, and that I 
cannot put on a thinking Countenance, without acting the 
Comedian: However, I hope you will excuſe me; your 
Conference has given me ſome Reaſon to look demurely. 

Theom. With all my Heart, upon Condition you'll not 
turn thinking into a Practice; for, I tell you again, a Stoi- 
cal Comportment agrees ill with your Conſtitution, and 
a contemplative Humour will ſour the Blood, and caft 
you into Fits of the Hypochondry. Methinks I can read 
the Subject of your Meditation on your Face: I have tra- 


vell'd far in Phyfiognomy, and have drawn up a Map of 


that Country: In fine, Sir, the Aſpect is fitted up for 
Converſation, as well as the Tongue ; and like the ee 
zans comprehends much in a little; it explains a Man's 


Mind more clear than one can ſpeak it: You are now an- 
villing out ſome petty Revenge againſt Euſebius, and in- 
deed he deſerves a Mortification for his Sophiſtry : He 
talks with ſuch a magiſterial Confidence, as if he vented 
nothing but Evidence: He is a kind of ſpiritual Hector, 
and banters People into Subjection and Slavery; he has 

Ct an 
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an impoſing Air, and varniſhes his Reaſon with ſuch Af- 
ſurance, that unthinking Gentlemen nggſtake one for the 


other: But you ſaw how I teazed him. = 
Eudoæ. I cannot tell what Judgment you frame of this 


Morning's Conteſt, but I counſel you not to crow or cry 


Victoria; let it paſs for a drawn Battle; he may other- 
wiie think of the Preſs, and if the Action takes Air, and 
appears in View, perchance the Publick may pronounce 
againſt you. We are often fond of our own Exploits, and 
eaſily turn the Advantages upon our ſelves ; whereas, 
God knows, impartial} Readers may give it to our Adver- 


ſaries, and lay Diſhonour at our Doors. I muſt own, I 


wiſh you had done your Part better, or that Euſebius had 
done his worſe: I find my interior in a Flame; I feel an 
unknown War in my Breaſt ; your Converſation has 


rais'd it; my Fears are enliven'd, and tho* I am not in 


Hell, methinks I deſerve it. 
Theom. Certainly you rave, you have a feveriſh Di- 
ſtemper upon you, and the malign Humour has ſeiz'd up- 


on the Brain: I never ſaw a Man beſore, ſound under an 
Argument, or diſcours'd into a Calenture: You take Ap- 


prehenſions for Things, and turn a good Nature. into an 
Executioner : Your Troubles are but Dregs of Educati- 
on, or airy Spirits that rife from Prejudice: Time will 
wear em out, or Courage will daunt 'em; bear up with 
Reſolution, and you'll ſcare your Frights, and look thoſe 
dreadtul Bugbears out of Countenance. 

£udox. I had rather you would reaſon *em out of Coun- 
tenance : Uncertainty has begot em, and I fancy Cer- 
tainty would deſtroy em. Ah Theomachas ! If there be a 
God, you are undone; and if Chriſtianity be the only 
ſaving Religion, I am undone alſo. 5 

Theom. Fie, Fie, I took you for a Man of Parts; for 
2 Man above Fear, and out of the Reach of Apprehenſi- 
on. I tell you there is no God, and by conſequence that 
Chriſtianity is nothing but pure Mummery and Impo- 
ſture: Lis a poctical Engine, fram'd by crafty Stateſmen 
to heave Men into their Duty. | 

Eudox. But did you not confeſs to Enſebrias, that you 
were ccrtain of neither ? 


Theom. Prithee ask no Queſtions: Let us take a turn 


to the Blue Poſts: Canaryclears more Controverſies in an 
Hour, than Diſputes in an Age: A Glaſs of good Wine 
| carries 
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Carries off a Doubt in a trice, and I have found by 


Experience that Fears are ſooner drank, than reaſon'd 
away. | © 8 

Eudox. The preſent Buſineſs is too ſerious to be deba- 
ted in a Tavern; and I had rather argue, than laugh 
with you. If I comprehend Euſebius right, we are in 
ill Circumſtances : For tho” it happen that we are nothin 


in the next World, we are without peradventure Fools 


in this. For, look you, Sir, both our Tenets are very 
uncertain, and by legal Inference may be falſe; if they 
are, what will become of us? Can any Creature ſink 
into a more deſperate Misfortune, than we ſhall certainly 
meet with ? Can we loſe more than by forfeiting all ? 
Or can we ſuffer more, than when we fry in Flames 
for an Eternity? I confeſs this Eternity ſtrikes a Damp 
through every Joint: I dare not play with Thunder, nor 
ſtand the Stroak of the Omnipotent. On the other ide, 
though the other Tenets prove true, what are we the 
better? Firſt, Thoſe Pleaſures we pretend to, are as un- 


certain, as that Hell we now ridicule, as that Heaven we 


burleſque. Seconaly, Suppoſe they were moſt certain, 
they are not able to render us happy when we die, nor 
content whilſt we live; they only ſerve to engender Diſ- 
eaſes, - to provoke Conſcience, and to prey upon our E- 
ſtates: They are Things beneath a rational Creature, not 
worth enjoying, nor even the contending for: Now ſee- 
ing there is ſuch an immenſe Chaos between our Hopes 
and our Fears, ſuch a monſtrous Diſproportion between 
our Loſs and our Gain, how is it poſſible for Men to 
ſwerve more palpably from the common Dictamens of 
Prudence than we? | 
Theom. I tell you, the Immortality of the Soul is a meer 
flouriſh of Fancy. Tis a Platonical Idea form'd at A- 
hens ſome thouſands of Years ago, and wafted from be- 
yond Seas in our Smyrna Fleet. : | 
Exdox. Could you prove your Aſſertion, my Fears 
would be at an End: F would laugh at my preſent 
Frights, and ſport with thoſe Flames I tremble at. I 
am not yet cloy'd with Liberty, nor ſurfeited with Mirth ; 
nor am I ſo beſotted with Pleaſures of Senſe, as to 
charge through Fire and Brimſtone for their ſake : But 
you have granted to Euſebius, that this very Point has 
no more Certainty, 2 of the Exiſtence of a * : 
| | | 5 


| 
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So that tho' you name it a Fable; for ought we know it 
may be a real Stor. 

heom. But do you remember I told Euſebius, that a 
tottering Belief of a God, or of Chriſtianity, would not 
do our Turns, tho' we bridled our Paſſions, and bound 


up our Appetite to Penance and Mortification : Now if 


you have in ſtore an Argument, that can convey Convi- 
ction, impart it to your ſelf, and ſtand to the Belief of 
Chriſtianity with Reſolution: But if you have not, and 
there be a Hell, a wavering Faith, tho' waited on by all 
the Virtues of the moſt rigid Recluſe, conducts you to 
Deſtruction, as ſurely as Debauchery : Of the two give 


me therefore a pleaſant Life, and a wretched Eternity, 


rather than a miſerable Life, and a miſerable Eternity; 


for of two Evils I am for the leſs. 


Eudox. I confeſs I am at a loſs forguch an Argument; 
yet my Mind gives me, that Induſtry may make a Diſ- 


covery, either for the one Side, or for the other; that is, 


we may fall upon a Medium that will unriddle the My- 
ſtery; and either certainly convince us, that all the 
Dreads and Terrors of a future State are Fiction and Im- 
poſture, or that they are real Things; for if the Caſe 
ſtood otherwiſe, I ſhould be tempted to Timoni ze, and 
clap a Satyr upon our whole Species; I ſhould break its 
Eſcutcheon, and throw its Titles of Honour upon Bears, 
Lyons, and Tygers: For certainly Man with his pompous 
and magnificent Prerogatives of Reaſon, would fink be- 
low the Level of the vileſt Inſect; becauſe his Lot would 
be Fear, and tormenting T houghts here, and perchance 
more tormenting Fire hereafter : Beaſts, poor Creatures, 
neither waſte their Spirits with the towring Pretenſions 
of Place, nor Precedency ; nor with the carking Appetite 
of having, nor with the troubleſome Apprehenſion of 
loſing: Their Care neither looks backward nor forward; 
their only Labour is to fence againſt the preſent Neceſſi - Þ 
ty ; they neither expect any Advantage from the future, 


nor any Misfortune ; they defire not to be better, nor 


fear to be worſe: They gently glide down the Tide of 
Nature, and fail down contentedly with the Current of 
Inclination : All their Pains and Pleaſure expire with 
their Life, and when their Taper is ſpent, and burnt 
within the Socket, they lie down to fleep, and evapo- 


rate into Nothing: But alas! poor Man, is tantaliz'd with 
| plea- 
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pleaſant Dreams of a future Felicity, and haunted with 


frightful Spectres of never-ending Miſeries; yet accord- 
ing to your new Theology, he is not able to diſcover whe- 
ther theſe Things have any real Being, but in Imaginati- 
on: What is this but to hang him on the Tenters? But 
to ſtretch him on the Torture? And to make his chief 
Privilege, Reaſon, ſubſervient to his Torment? There 


may bea God, ſay you, a Hell, a Heaven, and one only 


faving Religion : If theſe things are true, and we live as 
if they were falſe, we are loſt: On the other fide, if 
they are falſe, and we check Appetite, and conform 
our Actions to the moſt rigid Morality, we labour in 
vain, and take Pains to meet with Diſappointment: Bur 
then again, if they chance to be true, though we live pi- 
ouſly, if we believe not ſtedfaſtly, our Buſineſs is done: 
We mult pitch our Tents with the Libertines and Atheiſts, 
and keep Company with the unfortunate Fry of the Re- 
probate. Tis true, could we believe without Doubts, 
a little Mortification of our Paſſions, ſome Reſtraint up- 
on Appetite might ſecure us; but this, you ſay, is im- 
poſſible, becauſe there are not to be found in Nature, Mo- 
tives ſufficient to ſettle our Judgments in a firm Belief, 
either- of a Deity, or of Religion; ſo that in ſpight of 
Fate, of Prudence and Virtue, poor Men muſt agonize 
here under all the dreadful Convulſions of Fear; and, if 
there be a God, under the Weight of his Revenge here- 
after: This is a murdering Doctrine, Theomachus; and 
if true, you muſt conclude, that Nature' is a Step-mother 
to Man, and that God created him in his Fury; that he 
grac'd him with Knowledge, to fit him up for Miſery : 


Let us rather ſay, we may find ſome Thread, if we take 


the Pains to look about us, to guide us out of this wan- 
dering Labyrinth: We may dive into things, till we fall 
upon Certainty ; and diſcover whether Impoſture lies 
on our Side, or theirs who oppoſe our Principles: But, 
Sir, I have, I fear, treſpaſs'd upon your Patience, and 
perchance good Breeding alſo: But pray charge my Diſ- 
order with theſe Failings, and take an Excuſe for Atone- 
ment, | 


„ DI A- 
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DIALOGUE IX. 


| Eudoxus unſatilied with the Diſcourſe of Theomachus, 
; . goes to Euſebius. 


Dos return'd to his Lodgings with a heavy 

— Heart : He gave Scope to his Fancy, which warm'd 
with the Morning Diſpute, was become ungovernable : 
It flew from one diſmal Apprehenſion to another, till at 
length it wandred into Hell, and drew out all the Ter- 
rors of that wretched Region to ſcare him : The Con- 
templation of that Place of Torment, of Fire, Darkneſs 
and Deſpair, ſqueez'd out Tears, Sighs, and Lamenta- 
tions. Woe be to me, ſaid he, when I die here to Plea- 
ſure, if I live hereafter to eternal Pains: This may be 
my Fate, and certainly will be, if Chriſtianity be the 

only ſaving Religion, and there be any Puniſhment for 
Infidelity; I fay it will be, unleſs J lay afide both 
Doubts and Lewdneſs: This is an Affair of the higheſt 
Conſequence; it deſerves my Solicitude, and will re- 
ward- my Labour with Intereſt, which way ſoever it 
turns. I will therefore think of no other Buſineſs, till I 
have brought this to a happy Concluſion: By the Suc- 
ceſs of this I muſt ſtand or fall. 

The Reſolution was taken; but he ſoon found himſelf 
in an unknown Region, without Stars, Map, or Guide to 
ſteer his Courſe by: He purſued Certainty, but knew 
not in what part of the Globe it dwelt, or where to ad- 
dreſs himſelf for Direction. Firſt, He thought to fall 
upon Reading ; for Books being the Product of Time, 
and mature Thoughts, are generally poliſh'd; they tell 
us how far our Underſtanding can go towards the Diſco- 
very of Truth; andleaving Impertinencies behind, draw 
off the Spirits and Effence from the Subject: But then 
he was at a puzzle about the Choice: Bad Books, faid 
he, are as contagious as lewd Company ; and, what is 
worſe, more frequent, and more affecting; for they are 
ſet off with luſcious Expreſſions, and with quaint Lan- 
guage, which carries down the Poiſon with Pleaſure: 

FF Like Ladies, they never appear in Publick, but under a 
770 | gaudy Dreſs; and care is taken to waſh over the Foulneſs 


of the Subject with a pleaſing Tarniſh: A Man may = 
| we 
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well learn Chaſtity in the Stews, Temperance in Ta- 
verns, Honeſty in Newgate, Meekneſs among Hectors, 
and the Belief of a God among Atheiſts, as Chriſtianity 
among theſe wretched Pamphlets. An ill Subject well 
handled doubles the Danger of reading it; the Miſchief 
riſes with the Wit, and infects in Proportion to the Art 
of the Author. In fine, he was toſs'd from Reſolution to 
Reſolution, without knowing which to reſolve on; 
till at length he reflected of Euſebius: Tis true, he had 
no Acquaintance with the Gentleman, but being taken 
with his Morning's Diſcourſe, he was fatisfied of his Ca- 
pacity, and judg'd favourably of his Probity. Theſe 
Conſiderations made him break through all Difficulties, 
and the preſent Aches of his Mind, added Wings to the 
Deſire of finding a Lenitive. | 

He went therefore out of Hand to Exſebias's Lodg- 
ings, and laid open the State of his Interior ; he conjur'd 
him by all that's ſacred to lend his Aſſiſtance; and, if 
poſſible, to cure that Wound himſelf had made: He 
ſpoke with a Vehemency, that eaſily perſuaded Euſebius 
he was in earneſt ; and his Suit was too juſt to receive a 
Denial. | 

Sir, ſaid Euſebius, you have addreſs'd your ſelf to a 
Perſon, that is perchance leſs able than willing to aſſiſt 
you: I aſſure you of my Readineſs ; the Iſſue muſt an- 
ſwer for my Ability, I am glad (pardon the Expreſſion) 
of your Diſtemper : When we feel the Diſeaſe, there is 
Hopes of a Cure; but when we have no Senſe of our 
Condition, 'tis time to think of a Coffin. Neither ſpurn, 
nor kick at Providence for this painful Uſage: The O- 
peration, no doubt, is ſharp, but withal necellary ; 
Health of the Body is not recovered without Pain; an 
Impoſthume calls for a Lance, and Oppletion for unpa- 
latable Evacuatories. The ſame Methods are applicable 
to Diſeaſes of the Soul : Whilſt Conſcience ſuffers De- 
bauchery without Murmur, without Complaint ; whilſt 
we enjoy a profound Peace within us, in the midſt of 
Crimes, as well as of Innocence, we find no Inclination 
to reform: That falſe Tranquillity lulls us aſleep, it 
keeps ſerious Reflections at a Diſtance, and perſuades 
our fooliſh Credulity, that no Danger threatens us, be- 
cauſe we apprehend none : But when Offences fit uneaſy 
upon us, when Pleaſures gall us, when Infidelity becomes 

X 3 ſuſpected, 
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ſuſpected, and Lewdneſs it {elf troubleſome ; we begin 


to ſurvey our Conduct, to compare the Preſent with the 
Future, to face our Hopes with our Fears, and the De- 


lights of this Life with the TT orments of the other: And 


when we diſcover thoie groſs Illuſions we lie under, a 
little ſtruggling with the help of God's Grace, will break 
through all Impediments which interpole between us and 


our Duty: Take therefore this Anguiſh of Mind as a2 
Pledge of God's Kindneis, and of your future Felicity; 


he ſtrikes in his Mercy, as well as in his Juſtice ; he 
heals when he wounds, and ſpares when he puniſhes : 
Never defer the ſearch of Truth, nor faulter till you 
have found it : Slackneſs in a point of this Importance is 
always dangerous, and ſometimes mortal: When we 
refuſe God's kind Invitation, he often chaſtiſes our Incivi- 
lities 72 Flagranti, and ſcarce leaves a Moment between 
the Affront and the Revenge. When I was ſome Years 
ago in Flanders, an Officer of my Acquaintance gave me 
a Viſit; he was one of thoſe, who make no Diſtinction 
between Religion and Faction; who jeſt at Faith, and 
ſpend their Lives in its Service: He could no more be- 
lieve that Church true he fought for, than that he fought 
againſt: He ridicuPd the one, and contemn'd the other ; 
he treated Morality ill in his Diſcourſe, but worſe in 


Practice: I thought a little Warmth and Expoſtulation 


were juſtifiable on ſuch an Occaſion, and ſo I took him 
up roundly; I drew out in lively Colours the Horror of 
his Life, the Unwarrantableneſs of his Proceeding, and 
the Severity of thoſe Pains God had prepar'd for Liber- 
tines in the next World; together with the Curſes that 


would fall upon his Head in this: He took leave of me, 


and retir'd to his Inn, but after Dinner he return'd: I 
have often, ſaid he, receiv'd Proofs of your Kindneſs, but 
never greater than this Morning: I have look'd into my 
ſelf ſince I ſaw you, and confeſs my Caſe would be de- 


| Iperate, had I leſs than an infinite Mercy to confide in: 


Some urgent Buſineſs calls me to my Garriſon ; but next 
Week I will return, and adviſe with you abour the grand 
Affair of my Salvation. This is a Call from God, an- 
{wer'd I, and perchance it may be the laſt: The Cam- 


| Fache draws near; and when once you have taken the 


ield, you will neither be Maſter of your Time, nor your 
Life; your Employment challenges that, and a Bullet 
may diſpoſe of this before you are aware. ; 
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I am ſenſible, reply'd the Gentleman, of my Caſe, 
and of the Danger; and nothing ſhall alter my Reſolu- 
tion; and ſo he departed. He kept his Word, and with- 
in ten Days return'd; he paſs'd by my Lodgings, and 
told me he would not fail after Dinner to wait upon me, 
and hop'd to bring his Buſineſs to a happy Concluſion: 
Permit me, Sir, ſaid'I, to attend you at your Inn: *Tis 
much more eaſy to fall into Company, than to diſengage 
your ſelf: Men of your Calling, had rather ftorm a 
Half-moon than aflail Cuſtom, or attack Ceremony: 
But he would not hear of my Propoſition ; he left the 
Company, and was on his way ; when unfortunately he 
met with a Friend, who invited him to a Bottle of Cham- 
paigue: He would not accept of the Invitation; but the 
other would not be deny'd : And ſo at length away they 
march'd together. One Bottle drew on another, and their 
Debauch ended with the Night: In the mean time, an 
Expreſs calls him to his Regiment: The French have taken 
the Field ; and all muſt march to watch their Motions : 
He returns home in Poſt ; he goes to the Camp, and 
ſhortly after loſes his Life at Seentirłk: We may truly 
ſay, this poor Gentleman was near Heaven; but God 
ſend the unhappy Rencounter of a Friend did not puthim 
out of the way ! He was invited to Repentance, he made 
a fair Advance; and, I may ſay, the Buſineſs was al- 
moſt fniſh'd, becauſe he ſeriouſly reſolv'd to conclude it. 
But a Bottle of Champaigne put in a demur: It ſuſpend- 
ed the Execution; and then the ſudden March of the 
Troops broke off the Negotiation. He went to the Field 
a Libertine, and in all Probability dy'd one. As God 
touch'd his Heart, fo he has ſoftened yours: Pray, Sir, 
let not Negligence miſuſe the Favour, nor turn it into a 
Curſe: Let it ſtand up for you at God's Tribunal, as a 
Witneſs of Gratitude, not of Obſtinacy. I counſel you 
for ſome Days to withdraw into a Place of Retirement : 
Vilits will diſtract you, and may ſtifle your pious Reſo- 
lution, if your Deſign takes air. If your Companions 
learn you are going into another Intereſt, they wall raiſe 
a hundred Batteries againſt your Conſtancy ; and though 
you come off with Victory, you will not get clear of 
their Temptations without ee Iwill willingly wait 


upon you into the Country, if you can pitch upon a con- 


yenient Place, 


K 4 Eudox. 
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Eudox. You will infinitely oblige me: My Houſe is 
but four Miles off; and, if you pleaſe, we will take 
Coach this Evening. 

Euſeb. JI am content, but I muſt excuſe my Departure 
to Theomachus, otherwiſe he may ſend Hue and C ry af- 
ter me ; and Si quis me in the next Gazette. | 

He ſent him a Letter to let him know that a Buſfineſ: 
of Importance requir'd his Preſence in the Country ; that 
he would diſpatch it with convenient Speed, and that the 
fame Moment his Hands were rid of that Trouble, he 
would return to proſecute the Conference. Theomachus 
anſwer'd he was his own Maſter ; that he might take his 
Time, and that he would expect his Return with Plea- 
ſure: They immediately took Coach, and arriv'd at Eu- 
fdoxus's Houſe, | - 


DIALOGUE X. 


Eudoxus retires with Euſebius into the Country, where 
they meet with Arioviſtus, a High-flown Latitudina- 
rian. | 


UDO XUSs Mother receiv'd her Son with Tender- 
neſs: She was a Lady of a Piety above the common; 
ſhe lov'd her Son, but could not diſſemble his Vices: She 
often admoniſh'd him of the Danger he expos'd his Soul 
to, and ſometimes mingled Tears with gentle Reproofs. 
But his time was not yet come, and all her Admonitions 
only ſerv'd to heighten his Obduracy : Yet ſhe gave not 
over; ſhe implor'd God's Aſſiſtance in private, and be- 
ſeech'd his Mercy to ſtrike out of this Rock ſome Tears 
of Repentance ; to recal this Prodigal, who had imbe- 
zell'd all his Treaſures of Grace, and pawn'd his Religi- 
on to Proſtitutes: Her Friends admir'd her Charity, and 
pity'd it. Once a Divine aſſur'd her, that a Child of 
Tears would never periſh: She took the Words for an O- 
racle, and fancy'd he ſpoke by Inſpiration: Though her 
Son's Profaneneſs touch'd her to the quick, the Hopes of 
his Converſion kept her in Heart ; and the more he ran 
from Piety, the more ſhe practis d it, 


When 
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When Eudoæus arriv'd, ſhe read ſome Change in his 
Face; his Behaviour was more grave; his Looks more 
ſober, and all his Carriage breath'd an Air of Modeſty. 
At firſt ſhe ſuſpected the Dice had run croſs, and that the 
Cauſe of his Melancholy lay in the Pocket: Then ſhe 
fear'd he was hammering out ſome amorous Intrigue, or 


lay under the Mortification of a criminal Diſappointment. 


But Eudoæus ſoon diſſipated her Suſpicions, by telling the 
Cauſe of his unexpected Arrival. She was over-joy'd at 
the News, and almoſt ſunk under the Exceſs : She gave 
Euſebius a thouſand Thanks, and ſtiPd him her Son's good 
Angel. They were fitting down to Supper, when in comes 
Arioviſtus with another Gentleman. The Lady was ſur- 
priz'd at the Arrival of ſo unexpected a Gueſt ; his very 
Sight drew the Blood to her Face, and though ſhe was 
Miſtreſs of her Words and Actions, ſhe could not com- 
mand her Reſentment. She fear'd leſt this importune 
Viſit might nip her Son's Reſolutions, and daſh in Pieces 
the Hope ſhe had of his Converſion. However, ſhe forgot 
not Civility in the very Heat of her Diſturbance, and 
skreen'd off her Concern with a hearty Welcome. 

But after Supper ſhe took Euſebius aſide, and expos'd 
her Fears with all the Energy of Tears and Paſſion. Sir, 
ſaid ſhe, God ſend your Charity meet with Succeſs: I 
ſuſpect Arioviſtus cloaks ſome ill Deſign under the ſpeci- 
ous Outſide of a Viſit, and that another Errand brought 
him here, beſides meer Civility : His Morals run even 
with his Religion ; he believes what flatters Pride, and 
acts whatever fawns upon Senſe ; he goes upon one Prin- 
ciple, which is to ſtick at nothing, that fides with Inte- 
reſt, or gratifies Appetites. This Man firſt furniſh'd Eu- 
doxus with corrupt Maxims, and Theomachus taught 
him the Application. In fine, both have contributed to 
his Deſtruction, and my Misfortune. | 

Euſebius defir'd her not to take the Alarm. I will find 
occaſion, ſaid he, to engage Arioviſtus in a Diſpute, I 
doubt not of the Succeſs : The Overthrow of the Maſter 
may work upon the Scholar. He may yield to thoſe Rea- 
ſons Arioviſtus, J am ſure, will not be able to reſiſt. 
The next Morning, when they fat together in the Par- 
lour, Chance gave the cue to a hot Debate, that cover'd 
Arioviſtus with Confuſion, and Euſebius with Glory. 
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DIA G . 


Cod does neither command, nor permit ns to conform to 


the Religion of the Country where we live. 


T H E Poſt brought Eudoæ us a News Letter from Lon- 
don, which gave an Account of new Laws enacted 


againſt Papiſts. 


Ariov. This Act is worthy of that great Aſſembly. 1 
have nothing againſt the Proceedings, but that it's too 
moderate, and indulging: Beſides, methinks it ſhould 


have reach'd all Diſſenters; for all being guilty of Obſti- 
nacy, none ſhould be exempt from Puniſhment. 


Euſeb. How ! Too indulging! What will you call ſe- 
vere ? Papiſts are dilleiz'd of their Birth-right, ſtrip'd of 
Property, and expos'd to the Inſolence of villanous Infor- 
mers, and Catch-polis; and afterall, you complain of Mo- 
deration. Miſtake me not, Sir, I neither arraign the Wiſ⸗ 
dom nor the Juſtice of the Parliament That Auguſt Bo- 
dy may have Reaſons unknown to us: But I diſapprove 
your perſecuting Humour: Diffenters are our Fellow- 
Subjects; the Relation deſerves Tenderneſs, and calls for 
ſome Compaſhon : It's Barbarity to out-rage a Felon at 
the Bar, or to inſult over a condemn'd Wretch at Tyburn, 


much more over Diſlenters; who, for ought we know, 


have no other Crime, but their Religion. 

Ariov. Let them conform, and they ſha!l enjoy the 
Protection of the Government, and the Liberty of Eu- 
hifhmen: But if they take the Pet, and ſtray from the 
eſtabliſh'd Worſhip of the Realm ; the Common-wealth 
muſt take Notice of their Prevarication, and puniſh it : 
And as thoſe who ſuffer for the Breach of Laws, die de- 
ſervedly; ſo they who lay down their Lives for any Re- 
ligion out-law'd by the Common-wealth, are Maleſa- 
ctors, not Martyrs: They only paſs through one Puniſh- 
ment into another: "Thouſands, Euſebius, are cano- 
niz'd here on Earth, that will never be Sainted in Hea- 

Ven. FE 
_ Exſeb. Hold, Sir, this Doctrine ſhould be bleach'd ; it's 
ſo monſtrouſly foul, there is no enduring it: It ſhould 
paſs a Onarantaine in ſome Lagaretta; es Fn 
| mells 
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ſmells rank of Infection. Blaſphemy fits on every Sylla- 
ble: What think you? Did St. Laurence and St. Stephen 
die like Criminals? Are not their Names regiſter'd in the 
Book of Life, as well as in the Martyrologue? Yet they 
died for a Religion, condemn'd by the Supreme Autho- 
rity of Rome and Fury. Sir, I would have you diſpute 
this Point at the Old Baily. Blaſphemy is puniſh'd with 
Fire in this World, as well as in the next. 

Ariov. Heat and Invective rather fret an Adverſary, 
than convince him: More Reaſon and leſs Paſſion, are 
proper for a Map of your Age and Character: You are 
on the Decay, Sir; your Deportment ſhould be as cold 
as your Blood; and your Paſſions as grey as your Head. 
I ſay, God made Man for Commerce, we cannot live on 
our own Fund; we muſt barter with our Neighbours ; 
and this Foreign Correſpondence is requiſite to furniſh our 
Happineſs: A ſociable Life is impraCticable, (I would 
fay impoſſible) unleſs Inferiors lie under an indiſpenſable 
Obligation of obeying, and Superiors have an uncon- 
troulable Power to ordain all thoſe things, that are ne- 
ceſſary to ſupport and conſerve Society. 

Now, what can be more neceflary than Union, and 
Harmony of Opinions? This cements all the Parts, and 
moulds them into one great Body: It inſpirits them to 
Action in their deſign'd Station: It combines their Inte- 
reſt ; and by conſequence their Endeayours: But when 
their Minds are divided, their Intereſts are ſeparated, 
and then they club into Faction; and whilſt each Cabal 
drives at private Ends, the whole Fabrick of the Go- 
vernment firſt totters, and then falls into Confuſion. 
But of all Diviſions, thoſe that ſpring from Differences 
in Religion have ever prov'd the moſt fatal. Zeal has 
open'd more Veins than Cruelty, and laid waſte more 
Provinces than Ambition; it has rifled thoſe very Places, 
Avarice it ſelf left untouch'd, and ſet on fire thole Reli- 
gious Edifices, Impiety revered : It has brought ſome 
Princes to the Scaffold, and others to abdicate : In fine, 
new Seditions break in upon the State with new Reli- 
gions, and the eftabliſh'd Government is always ſtruck 
at, with the eſtabliſh'd Church. Pretence of Piety leads 
the Van, but Sword, Cannon, and Deſolation bring up 
the Kear. | 


Seeing 
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Seeing therefore God commands us to live in Society, 


he has impower'd the chief Magiſtrate, with a full Com- 


miſſion to enact thoſe Laws that are requiſite for the fur- 
thering this great Defign: Now nothing under Heaven 
can be more neceſſary, than a power to eſtabliſſ. Religi- 
on, therefore God has entruſted every ſupreme Magi- 
ſtrate with that Power; whence it follows, that every 
Religion ſettled by Law, binds all thoſe who live under 
the Protection of that State ; and by conſequence I dare 
not excuſe any Diſſenter from Treaſon, both againſt the 
Common-wealth and God. 

In a Word, we muſt conform our Belief to that of 
the Country where we live; nor can any Pretence of 
Conſcience or Revelation exempt us from the Obligati- 
on: Hence, I ſay, that Stephen the Deacon loft his Life 
at Jeruſalem, as fairly as Stephen the Joyner at Oxford : 
They both fell by the Law, and therefore juſtly. Death 
makes not a Martyr, but the Cauſe; this alone diſtin- 
guiſhes the Innocent from the Guilty. 

Euſeb. Bleſs me! where are we? The Jews tore their 


_ Garments, when they heard Blaſphemies, but Chriſtians 


turn it into Entertainment; certainly nothing but Damna- 
tion is able to force out ſuch flaming Expreſſions : Your 
Diſcourſe is too rank to undergo a Diſſection; it carries 
with it a Complication of Crimes, that won't bear the 


very naming : Like flagitious Malefactors, they infect 


on the Hurdle, and kill at their Execution: It's almoſt 
ſafer to diflemble, than to arraign them; and they are 
taught, whilſt they are reprov'd : But feeing you have 

flung Poiſon among the Audience, Il venture to preſent 
them an Antidote. You ſay, St. Stephen dy'd a Rebel, no 
Martyr ; that he fell by Law, and conſequently by the 


Hands of Juſtice ; But this helliſh Logick argues our bleſ- 
fed Saviour into Rebellion, and ſtigmatizes him for a 


convicted Conſpirator; for certainly he died by Com- 


mand of the Magiſtrate : Innovation in Matters of Reli- 


ion made up one part of the Charge againſt him, and 
reaſon the other. I ſuppoſe this horrid Inſolence lay 
out of Sight; for Gentlemen of your Perſuafion are 
ſhort-ſighted, and are ſo taken up with Principles, that 
they overlook Illations: Remember, Sir, we live under 
a pious Princeſs, and a reforming Parliament; fo that I 


do not deſpair within ſome Days to hear, that pi 
| aWws 
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Laws are paſt againſt thoſe that blaſpheme God, as well- 
as againſt thoſe that ſerve him. 
Arioviſtas began an Apology, but Euſebius refus'd to 
hear it. Sir, ſaid he, the Text is too plain to need a 
Comment, and too horrid to deſerve one: To excuſe 
Blaſphemy, is but a Hair's breadth from defending it: 
The very hearing of the Word abates the Horror of the 
Crime; for no Offences are leſs deteſted, than thoſe that 
are often ſpoken of: Beſides, I have only glanc'd at an 
Inference ; the Principle is more flagitious, and therefore. 
muſt be brought to the Bar. You ſay God commands 
us to conform to the Religion of the Country where we. 
live; and that to profeſs any other, or to believe nothing 
is equally criminal. i | 
Ariov. I fay ſo. = 
Euſeb. Is your Aſſertion univerſal? _ 1 * 5 
Ariov. It takes in all Religions; it reaches all Nations, 
as well as all Ages. 5 ENS 
Euſeb. God therefore commands me, when I am in 
Eng land, to deny Tranſubſtantiation, Prayers for the Dead, 
Seven Sacraments, &c. But if Buſineſs calls me to Paris, 
Rome, or Madrid, he commands me to ſteer about, and 
believe them: In Chriſtendom I ' muſt believe Chriſt is 
God; but if a brisk Gale wafts me over into Aſia, I 
muſt deny it: At Conſtantinople I muſt ſwear there is one 
God, and that Mahomet is his Prophet; but at my re- 
turn into the Weſt, I muſt change my Tune, I muſt 
ſwear the Prophet into an Impoſtor, and his Revelations 
into Forgery : But if I ſteer towards the North, and ſet 
up in Lapland, then J muſt bow to a Red Cloth, and 
pour forth my Oriſons to Madam Puſs: Again, if I 
double the Cape, and put in at Cochin, I muſt fall pro- 
ſtrate before an Ape's Grinder. 
Ariov. Well, and what harm in all this ? | 
Euſeb. Why truly, travelling will be expenſive : Be- 
fore we ſet out, we muſt provide ourſelves with Alexan- 
der Roſſe's View of Religious; we muſt make a handſome 
Collection of Aſtrolabe t Quadrants, and Facob's S taffs, to 
find the Lines of Longitude, and Latitude; for in your 
Hypotheſis, Mathematicks muſt be our Rule of Faith, 
and Climates the Motives of our Credibility. This is a 
pretty Syſtem, and has the Adyantage of Novelty to re- 
2, commend 
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commend it: I have often ſeen Controverſies try'd by 


Scripture, Tradition, and Reaſon; but to compoſea Dif- 
ference by Logarithms, Sinus, and Tangents, is extra- 


ordinary: The Invention is worthy of your Wit, and of 


the ſame Piece with your Piety: In good time you may 
improve the Diſcovery, and find out the true Religion, 
as we do true Guineas, by zhe Weig ht. a 

But if in E e Tranſubſtantiation be falſe, it can- 
not be true in France, Spain, and Italy; and if in Europe 


our Bleſſed Saviour be really God, all the Power of the 


Grand Seignior can never turn him into a meer Man in 
Alia: In fine, if Mahomet be an Impoſtor in the Weſt, 
how can he be a Prophet in the Eaſt? For Truth is no 
Trimmer, it will not ſtand on both ſides of the Contra- 
diction. | | | 

It's evident therefore that God commands me to believe 
a Falſhood, either in England, or beyond Sea; nay, and 
CNGAges his Authority to perſuade me: He threatens Hell, 
if J refuſe, and offers Heaven, if I conform. In England 
I konour him, by ſwearing Tranſubſtantiation is a meer 
Fiction, the Product of Ignorance, and Spawn of Super- 
ſition ; but this Tramontane Honour carries Damnation 
with it at Rome; here I muſt ſwear Tranſubſtantiation is a 
very real Thing, and ſo fly in the Face of my own Evi- 
dence. Perjury therefore in your Religion paſſes for an 
Act highly meritorious, id eſt, a ſcandalous Crime for a 
moſt edifying Virtue. What mad Notions do you frame 
of God? You level him with Oates, and fling him below 
Bedloe: You ſeem to acknowledge a Deity meerly to 
make him capable of Contempt and Infamy. 


Ariov. You miſtake me, I neither impeach God of 


Forgery, nor Impoſture ; I do not queſtion his Veracity, 
nor ſquint upon his Sanctity: I only maintain he com- 
mands me to be a Proteſtant in England, and a Papiſt at 
Rome; to believe Chriſt is God in Queen Aun's Court, 
and that he is a meer Man in the Sultan's; but he does 

not engage his Word for Truth of either Side. | 
Exſeb. And, I ſuppoſe, he commands you to profeſs 
Whiegiſm in the Amſterdam Coffee-Houſe, id eſt, to blend 
Faction with Religion, and ſhroud Infidelity under Hy- 
pocriſy: For look you, Sir, you cannot poſſibly believe 
the Articles of the Church of Rome true, without pro- 
nouncing thoſe of the Church of England faiſe : For theſe 
Ake 
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are Nepatives of the other ; it God commands you to 
chop Beliefs with the Climate, he commands you to play 
the Hypocrite on one fide of the Water, which is a 
Crime againſt the firſt Principles of Reaſon, and can no 
more he commanded by God, than practis'd by Man: 


For ſuch a Behaviour is a Burleſque, a Satyr on all Re- 


ligion, and by conſequence on the Axthor and Object 
of = | | 

But again, if God commands me to be a Proteſtant 
in England, and a Papiſt at Rome; a Turk in Aſia, and a 
Chriſtian in Europe, he engages his Word for a Falſity; 
for the Church of England maintains the Articles of her 
Belief were reveal'd ; the Church of Rome ſays the ſame, 


in Defence of hers; and the Mahometan Congregation 


lays all its Impoſtures on Revelation: When therefore 
God commands you to be a Proteſtant, Papiſt, or Maſſul- 


man, he commands you to believe he has reveal'd the 


particular Tenets of theſe Sects, and conſequently avou- 
ches for the Truth of them; for whatever he reveals, 
muſt be true: So that to oblige you to believe, he has 
reveal'd ſuch a Point, and to engage his Word for the 
Truth of it, is one and the fame thing. Now the par- 
ticular Tenets of theſe Churches croſs upon one another, 
and therefore all cannot poſſibly be true; whence it fol- 
lows that God engages his Authority for a Lye, and pawns 
his Veracity for a Falſnood: You ſubject his Sanctity to 
a Weakneſs we all bluſh at, though we all commit it, and 
even level him with Knights of the Poft. 

Moreover, if Ohriſt be a meer Man, how can God 
command Chriſtians to adore him? And if he be God, 
how can he forbid the Tarks, Neſtoriant, and Arians, to 
pay him Homage due to his Divinity? God can no more 
{trip himſelf of his Sovereignty, than of his Being; he 


can as ſoon take a Creature into his Throne, as make o- 


ver his Title to Adoration : In a Word, either Man can 
offend, or he cannot; if he cannot, let him bid farewel 
to all Religions, and take leave of Morality ; let him 


model his Actions by Epicure, and his Faith by Prota- 


goras + But if he can offend, what claſhes more direct] 
with all Laws Natural and Divine, than Idolatry ? If 
this ſpiritual Inceſt be innocent, what can be criminal? 
And if God can command ſo ſacrilegious an Action, what 
can he forbid? | 


Ar ioviſtus 
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Arioviſtus was pinch'd, he ſaw himſelf in the Toils, 
and knew not how to diſengage himſelf; his Concern 
flew to his Face, and every Poſture ſhew'd Uneaſineſs, 
and Anger. Come, Sir, ſaid he at laſt to Euſebius with 
a forc'd Smile, I have miſtaken my Errand, I came not 
to diſpute, but to be merry; let Arguments give Place 
to a Bottle; it's more ſatisfactory to ſee the Bottom of 


2 Glaſs, than of a Queſtion, and to drain Bumpers, than 


5 ; we have run the firft Heat, it's time to 
rub. | 

Euſeb. You Latitudinarian Gentlemen are ſtrange Crea- 
tures, you hector Religion and Piety with ſuch a daring 
Confidence, when you are out of the reach of an Ad- 
verſary, that one would ſwear both Senſe and Reaſon 
had embrac'd your Intereſt; but when you receive a 


Blow, you retreat to Jeſts, you parry againſt Proofs. 


with Railleries, and oppoſe Laughter to Reaſon. To 
be plain, you miſplace your Paſſions, you ſmile when 
you ſhould tremble, and laugh when you ſhould cry: 
Had you any Apprehenſion of a 
thoſe Flames, that his eternal Juſtice has prepar'd below 
to burn, not to conſume Blaſphemies ; theſe hideous 
Flights of Prophaneneſs and Impiety would be Pain and 
_ Penance to you: You lay ſuch deſperate Commands to 


his Charge, as fit him rather for Contempt than Vene- 


ration, and make him more worthy of Horror than 
Adoration ; for if your Divinity be orthodox, he abets 
Lyes, commands Idolatry, and perſuades Perjury; and 
ſo Man's Vices make up the Roll of his Perfections, and 
we muſt revere in him what all human Laws puniſh in 
us. | 

Ariov. You are diſpos'd for a touch of Polemicks ; 
but if you are above the Laws of Decency and Breeding, 
I am not: I reſolve not to turn Clown for Company; 1 
have too much Reſpect for my Lady to be clamorous in 


her Preſence, and think it as genteel to duel, as to diſ- 


pute before her : Beſides, we are upon Theological Nice- 


ties, unneceſſary to be known by the Learned, and im- 


poſſible to be underſtood by the Vulgar. 

Sir, ſaid the Lady, let no Ceremony break off the 
Conference; we ſtand not here upon Grimace, or Re- 
ſervedneſs, and though we did, your Defeat will atone 


for your Rudeneſs: To be plain, I am impatient to ſee 


your 


God, you would dread 
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your Vanity laſh'd, your Pride diſciplin'd, and your rho- 
domontading Genius penanc'd with Confuſion. How of- 
ten in my Houſe have you not only made a Practice, but 
a Boaſt of Prophaneneſs, and defended the Crime, by 
committing a greater? You have lampoon'd thoſe Gen- 
tlemen that durſt ſtand up in Defence of Religion, and 
daub'd them with the Reproaches of Bigotry and Super- 
ſtition ; you queſtion their Judgments, and dubb'd them 
Fools, who would not ſwallow down all Religions; and 
bluſter'd with impoſing an Aſſurance, as if it were as eaſy 
to defend Libertiniſm, as to abett it. Sir, you are in fight 
of an Adverſary, look him in the Face, ſtand your 
Ground, and defend your Principles, or condemn them 
by an Affidavit, that your Repentance may be as publick 
as the Scandal: Your Honour is at Stake, and there is 
no Mean between a Victory and an Overthrow. 

This ſudden Tempeſt blown from an unexpected Quar- 
ter, ſooh rais'd a Tumult in Arioviſtus's Breaſt ; Shame, 
Anger, and Revenge broke looſe, and fan'd his Reſent- 
ment to ſuch a heighth, that it almoſt ſtifled his Reaſon. 
He rolPd a hundred Thoughts in his Head, and almoſt 
as many Reſolutions, yet he could not fix on any; to 
retaliate was not only unmanly, but alſo uncivil; for 
though a'Lady be not below a Man's Anger, ſhe is be- 
low his Revenge: To break off the Diſpute was diſho- 
nourable, and to baffle Euſebius difficult; however, at 
laſt having balanc'd his Fears with his Hopes, he conclu- 
ded his Reputation would ſuffer leſs by continuing the 
Diſpute, than flying it: For though Euſebius might foil 
him with Reaſon, he thought himſelf ſuperior at Raillery; 
which oftentimes even Men of Parts miſtake for Wit, 
and receive for Reaſon. At leaſt he had found upon Ex- 

erience, that Noiſe in Diſputes ſtands for Evidence, and 
that thoſe carry off the Honour of Conqueſt in the Opini- 
on of the Audience, who ſpeak loudeſt, not who diſcourſe 
beſt: 'Theſe Conſiderations ſway'd him to accept of a 
8 Engagement; wherefore turning himſelf firſt to 
the Lady: 

M ſaid he, I thought I ow'd your Character 
and Perſon ſome Reſpect, but ſeeing you are pleas'd to 
forego the Debt, I ſhall ſupercede the Payment; I per- 
ceive Deference is ſometimes unacceptable, and Civi- 
lity clowniſn. I will therefore for the future take mys 
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3 1. 


Liberty, and never ſtand off in Reſtraint or Ceremo- 


ny. 

Then addreſſing himſelf to Euſebius; Sir, continu'd 
he, you miſunderſtand me: I mean not that God com- 
mands us to conform to the Religion of the State where 
we live. No, he permits us only; like the Royal Eagle, 
he preys on Hearts; theſe he requires: So that if we love, 


| honour, and obey him, we keep up to the very heighth 


of his Commands. He permits all exterior Ceremonies, 
though vain, ſuperſtitious, and wicked ; a good Intenti- 
on ſanctifies an ill Action, and the Uprightneſs of our 
Hearts compounds for the Errors of our Worſhip: In 
fine, Sir, God looks on all the Failures of our Under- 
ſtanding as pure Miſtakes, not Crimes; and thoſe he can- 
not approve, he pities. 5 

Euſeb. I underſtood you before, and apprehend you at 
preſent: You draw the Theſis into a leſs Compaſs, and 
turn God's Command into a bare Permiſſion; id eff, I 
have driven you from one Retrenchment, and you are 
clap'd behind another; but this is no more ſtable, than 


the firſt, and you will be forc'd to ſurrender. Tell me, 
does God permit all Religions ? 


Ariov. All that are, or ever were in the World. 


5 Euſeb. All? That Man certainly deſerves Damnation, 


that can find no Religion to his Gouſt: But do no Acti- 
ons outrage Nature? : 
Arioviſtus made a Pauſe, and ſeem'd at a loſs for an 
Anſwer; he faw what Euſebius drove at, and that he 
only coaſted the main Queſtion, to draw him into an 
Ambuſcade. Sir, ſaid he, your Quære is captious ; and 
though ſome are of Opinion, that Virtue and Vice are 


rather Names than Things; yet I condeſcend fo far, as 


to grant that Murders, Blaſphemies, and Adulteries flie 
at Nature, and are in a very obvious and literal Senſe 
criminal and opprobrious. | | 

Euſeb. God, I ſuppoſe, permits not theſe unnatural 
Abominations ; if he has no Puniſhments in reſerve for 
ſuch profligate Offenders, under-rate Tranſgreſſors may 


expect a Recompence. | 


Ariov. God diſapproves ſuch hideous Enormities as 
ſhame Nature, and even entrench upon Breeding ; they 
deſerve Hell, and will feel it, unleſs Repentance appeaſe 
Divine Juſtice. 

Euſeb. 
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Euſeb. Why then this Permiſſion is no more univerſal, 
than the Command; for if God's Permiſſion comprehends 
not Crimes that aſſail Nature, it takes not in thoſe Reli- 
gions that inſult Nature in the very act of Worſhip. Strike 
off the Catalogue, the Religion of the Mexticans, who 
to honour their God, broke through all the natural Laws 
of Juſtice, and Honeſty : For they firſt invaded the 
neighbouring Provinces with Fire and Sword, and then 
ripp'd open the Breaſts of twenty thouſand Captives up- 
on the ſacrilegious Altars of their barbarous Divinities, 
and by a bloody Metamorphoſis turn'd Cruelty into Pie- 
ty, and worſhipp'd God, by prophaning Nature. 

The Superſtition of the Peruviant lies open to the ſame 
Exception: Theſe ſavage Idolaters dy'd the Earth with 
the reeking Gore of human Sacrifices, and polluted their 
Temples with unnatural Proftitutions; they train'd up 
Youths for that lewd Purpoſe, and hallow'd their moſt 
Religious Rites with the moſt flaming Abominations : 
In a Word, Nature forbids, what their impure Gods 
commanded, and human Laws purge with Fire the moſt 
eſſential acts of their Religion. | 

If we leave America, and ſhip for Aſia, we ſhall meet 
with the ſame Vices; tho” the ad are more civiliz'd, 
they are not leſs brutal. The Thracians, Huns, and Pha- . 
nicians worſhip'd their Deities, by worrying their own 
Species, and fo built their Piety on Murders and Cruel- 
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a ty. In Africa the Superſtition of the Carthaginiaus was 
n more formidable than their Arms; and their Prieſts wers 
d more cruel in their Temples, than their Generals in the 


Field: They lock'd poor Infants in the glowing Statues 
of Saturn, and plac'd their Devotion rather in the Tor- 
ment, than Death of Innocents. The old Egyptians 
= drown'd their Reaſon in Honour of Mars; and then 
EZ proſecuted their Devotions with Clubs and Swords; and 
he was judg'd the moſt zealous, who had the leaſt of a 
Man, and moſt of a Butcher. 

7 The Babylonians and Phœnicians defil'd their "Temples 
with Whoredom and Sodomy. Proftitution always pre- 
= ceded Marriage; and thoſe Women who refus'd to ſhave 
their Heads, were doom'd to expoſe their Honour, and 
to adorn the Temple of Venus with the Spoils of their 
Chaſtity : So that thoſe infamous Religions branded Ho- 
nefty with Infamy, they ſtigmatiz d Continence, ennobled 
Leweneſs, Ya I bluſh 
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I bluſh at the very Thought of the Rites of Venus the 
Corinthian, where Women were ordain'd Prieſts by th- 
molt ſcandalous and outragious Acts of Luſt, and conſee 
crated by Adulteries: They were Strumpets before they 
could be qualified for Prieſthood, and deſerv'd Bridewell 
to be fit for the Altar. I ſuppoſe theſe Religions come 
not within the Pale of Permiſſion : For how can God 
permit thoſe Actions good Men condemn, and Debau- 
chees bluſh at; that ſtartle Nature, and confound Wick- 
edneſs? He muſt take notice of ſuch Enormities, or re- 
nounce Sanctity; he muſt puniſh them, or let fall his 
Claim to Juſtice: In fine, he muſt maintain his Character. 
The Atheiſt who denies God, is leſs criminal than he 


who worſhips him with Murders and Fornication. 


Ariov. God permits not thoſe Religions that affront 
Nature, and diſcard the firſt Principles of Reaſon: When 
Temples become Slaughter-houſes, and Prieſts Butchers; 
when the Stews are conſecrated, and Adulteries cano- 
niz d, it's time to ſeparate from ſuch Congregations. + 

 Euſeb. You found a Retreat: Firſt God commanded 
to conform to the Religion of the Country where we 
dwell ; then you turn'd his Command into a Permiſſion, 
and now you reftrain this: Like the Parthians you fight 
in your Retreat, and place your Safety in your Heels. 
But this Expedient will not anſwer Expectation ; I have 
you in View, and will not leave the Chace, till I have 
either run down your Impiety or confounded it. But, Sir, 
ſuppoſe a Montezuma ſhould threaten Death, unleſs you 
abjur'd Chrift for Vitziliputæli, would not God, on ſo 
preſſing an Occaſion, permit you to embrue your Hands 
in human Sacrifices ? | 

Ariov. No Man living in a noble way fears Death leſs 
than my ſelf; I would come into the World meerly to 
make a handſome Exit; yet I would not part with my 
Life for a Ceremony: My Belief is not untractable, it 
can bow upon Occafions, and connive at thoſe things it 
does not approve: What is not impious, is always law- 
ful ; and therefore I would rather upon an Exigency con- 
form, than dye. Tho” I am ſure there are hr tant 
I would not, like that fooliſh Biſhop, maintain the Truth 
at the Expence of my Blood ; this would be to trifle a- 
way Life, and is rather a Demonftration of my Folly, 

thin of the Roundneſs of the Earth. 
: „„ Should 
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Should Mouteæuma command me in his Dominions to 
abjure Chriſt, I ſhould reverence his Orders; for the. ſu- 
preme Magiſtrate's Will is the Law of the Subject: But 
whether I might in Conſcience eſpouſe his Religion is a 
Caſe worthy of ſome ſober Reflections: For Life is 2 
tender thing; Self-preſervation has Charms, and the un- 
experienc'd Condition of Separation is a very lawful Pre- 


text to ſtay in the World: To be fired or baſtinadoed 
hence is a painful Operation, and we are not oblig'd to 


ſuch a troubleſome Removal. 

Beſides, Life, I conceive, was given us for noble Ends, 
and therefore we muſt not part with it out of a Bravado: 
if we disband, and leave our Colours without our great 
Maſter's Leave, we ſhall pay for our Deſertion, and 
meet with a worſe Weleome from an angry God in the 
next World, than from a barbarous Emperor in this. See- 
ing therefore I may give my Heart to God, whilſt I of- 
fer human Sacrifices to the Mexican Idol, I may rather 
conform, than die for Diſobedience : For he who forces, 
commits the Sin, if the Action be unlawful, not he who 
obeys by Compulſion. | 

The Company ſtartled at this ſtrange Divinity; Amaze- 
ment tied their Tongues, and Horror run through every 
Joint. At laſt, It's well, cry'd Euſebius, we have Scrip- 
ture to appeal to, otherways we might be puzzled by the 
Impudence of thoſe, who treat Goodneſs unhandſomely 
by Practice, and unchriſtianly by defending their Exceſles : 
Their Manners are ſo bad, that nothing can be worſe but 
the Wit and Confidence they employ to excuſe them. I 
ſee, continued Euſebius, you meaſure Man's Perfections 
downwards, and judge him more reaſonable, the leſs he 
acts with Reaſon. | | 

You are a Leveller in Morality as well as in Religion, 
and make no Diſtinction between Vice and Virtue; or at 
leaſt with an extatick Turn of the Heart, you transform 
one into the other : This is Direction of Intention with 
a Witneſs. A Man that can juggle the moſt flagitious 
Crimes into Piety, muſt be born under a very unfortu- 
nate Star to miſcarry. You may dip your Hands in Blood, 
plunge your Body into the very Sink of Lewdnels, 
and with a ſafe Conſcience make over your Soul to the 

evil; an omnipotent Caft of the Heart, rectifies all, a 


good Intention atones for a bad one. 


X 3 But 
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But why did you juſt now exempt from the general 
Permiſſion of thoſe Religions, that in the Act of Worſhip 


affront Nature? For you may turn your Heart to God e- 


very jot as well, when your Life is ſecure, as when it's 
endanger'd; ſo that if Direction of Intention ſalves Con- 
ſcience on ſome Occaſions, it may on all: Do not Mur- 
ders, Cruelties, and moſt unnatural Luſts turn upon Na- 
ture when my Life lies at Stake, as well as when it does 
not? Do they jar with Reaſon when I hazard nothing, 
and fawn upon it when I riſque All? Certainly Sins of 
this black Dye vary not with Circumſtances, they change 
not their Nature as the Camœleon does his Colour; their 
Blackneſs lies in the Complexion, not on the Fancy ; 
they are always the ſame, id eſt, odious to God, and a- 
bominable in the Sight of Men. 

You fay Life was given us for noble Ends, and there- 
fore muſt not be flung away, either in a Pet or Bravado: 
It's true, but then what can Imagination frame more 
noble, more ſublime, than the Defence of God's Ho- 
nour, and our own Nature? Than to vindicate the juſt 
Rights and Prerogatives of Virtue from the illegal U- 
ſurpations of Vice? Theſe Enterprizes are worthy of a 
Man; it's more glorious to die for ſuch a Cauſe, than to 
conquer in the Field. When we ſacrifice our Lives for 
him who gave them, our Generoſity will be pleaded to Ad- 
vantage, not only in the next World, but alſo in this. No 
Action is truly glorious, that is not virtuous; and there- 
fore your Cæſars and Alexanders in ſpite of all Trophies 
are infamous in the Sight of God; their Temerity is laught 
at by the Angels, and their Ambition ſeverely puniſh'd by 
the Protector of Orphans, and juſt Avenger of Pupils: 
They had nothing great but Pride and Folly ; their Glory 
ſprung from Plunder, and their Renown from Slaughter ; 


but if they deſerve Praiſe for ranſacking Cities, for over- 


turning Kingdoms, and invading Empires, we may make 
Panegyricks of Plagues, raiſe triumphal Arches to Fa- 
mines, and erect Statues to Hurricans, and Inundations : 
In a Word, we live meerly to ſerve God; this is our End, 
and a noble One: Paſſion indeed, or Diſcontent, are ill 
Diſeaſes to die of, but then Libertiniſm is a dangerous 
Motive to live: Our Diſobedience is no leſs criminal, 
when we refuſe to quit our Poſt upon Command, than 


when we abandon it without Order: We are diſcharg'd ; 


of 
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of the Duty of Living, when we muſt purchaſe Breath at 
the Expence of Conſcience ; and certainly we forfeit In- 
nocence, when we commit, or abett Murders or Adulte- 
ries; and by conſequence, a Man muſt part with Life, 
when we cannot keep it without Treaſon againſt Nature, 
and Rebellion againſt its Author. | 

But, I ſuppoſe, the noble End you propoſe to your 
ſelf, is to ſpin out Life, as long as the Thread will reach; 
to ſtretch Nature to its utmoſt, and not to venture one 
| fingle Pulſe, but upon good Security of Pleaſure: You 
had rather ſpend it in the Service of Yenxs than of Vir- 
tue; rather conſume by Inches, and paſs through a Courſe 
of Phyſick, or a Sweating-Tub into the next World, 
than to be well one Moment, and dead the next: If you 
call this a noble End, you will be at a Loſs to aſſign an 
infamous one: In ſhort, you are relaps'd into your firſt 
Error, and only defend it with a new-found Extrava- 
gance : The Amendment is ridiculous, and impious into 
the Bargain. RS 
Arxioviſtus ſaw he had ſpoke his Mind too frankly, be- 
fore an Audience unacquainted with ſuch Libertine Prin- 
ciples, and therefore he very nicely confeſs'd, he had hi- 
therto play'd the Fool. Sir, ſaid he to Euſebius, though 
ſome abett the Doctrine I have deliver'd, yet it diſpleaſes 
me: I cannot cloſe with ſuch wild Ideas of Religion, and 
rather propos'd em as a Jeſt than a Truth: I cannot 
commit a Crime to ſave my Skin, nor even purchaſe Life 
at the Price of Murder, or Adultery ; and therefore I 
freely grant, that thoſe Religions that enjoy Abominati- 
ons in their Rituals and Liturgies, are out- dated, and ex- 
empted from the general Permiſſion. 

Euſeb. I muſt own you have made a handſome Retreat; 
you have given a pretty Turn to a monſtrous Principle; 
but for the future, pray remember, that to blaſpheme in 
| jeſt, is to ſin in earneſt. All other Religions at leaſt are 
ſtanch, are they not? I put this Queſtion to avoid Mi- 
takes, for we have been to Day upon the Blunder. 

Ariov. They are. 

Euſeb. Remember your Conceſſion, for by and by we 
ſhall diſcard all the idolatrous Worſhips of the Old 
World, together with thoſe of the New : The Roman, 
Grecian, and old Aſſyrian Polytheiſm, will no more paſs 
Muſter, than that of Mexico, or Peru; Jupiter, Apollo, 
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Mars, Juno, and Minerva, will be kick'd out of their 


Temples, as well a Vit zilipuigli. Will God be wor- 


ſhip'd as an eternal Being, or as a Creature; as Ratio- 
nal, or Irrational ; as infinitely Holy, or as an Adulter- 
er, Drunkard, or Murderer ? | 

Arioviſtus ſaw the Drift of this Quære, and was at a 


ſtand for a handſome Anſwer ; he perceiv'd himſelf en- 


compaſs'd on all Sides, and knew not which way to 
evade the Danger: To ſay God requires to be honour'd, 
as a Being infinitely Holy, infinitely Wiſe, Eternal and 
Independent, was to give up the Cauſe without Diſ- 
pute, and to acknowledge himſelf foil'd before the Com- 
bat : On the other Side, he durſt not venture to affirm, 
God is content to be worſhip'd as a Creature, an Adulte- 
rer, or a Murderer ; he thought ſuch hideous Abſurdities 
would grate upon the Ears of his Auditors, unaccuſtom'd 
to Blaſphemies, and ill-diſpos'd to hear them with In- 
dignation. | 

The Gentleman that came with him, ſaw his Concern, 
and reſolv'd to diſingage his Friend from the Embarraſs; 
where fore (turning himſelf to Euſebius) the Anſwer, faid 
he, to your Qzere, in my Opinion is obvious: God 
requires that Worſhip which correſponds to the natural 
Knowledge we have of him ; now Nature tells me, he 


is a Being Eternal, Independent, infinitely Wiſe, and in- 


finitely Holy, therefore God commands us to adore him 
under this Notion. 

Euſeb. You have brought the Controverſy to the very 
Point I defir?d, and have utterly defeated your Friend's 
Syſtem: For if God muſt be ador'd as Eternal, Indepen- 
dent, infinitely Wiſe, infinitely Holy, had I been at Rome 
in the Reign of Jupiter, Apollo, Mercury, &c. I could 
not have believed nor talked of God as the Romans did; 
much leis had it been lawful in Egypt to adore an Onion, 
an Ox, 2 Crocodile, or a Hippopotamus; for theſe Crea- 
tures have no Perfection, that comes near thoſe noble At- 


tributes of Eternity and Independence. | 


Saturn was Fapiter's Father, Juno his Siſter, ſo that 
their Nativity muſt fall infinitely ſhort of Eternity; it's 
of a very freſh Date, of a late Edition, and younger than 
Time: They had a Father, and therefore are depen- 
dent; their Sanctity keeps pace with their Eternity: 


Jupiter firſt welter'd in his Father's Blood, and then 


uſurp'd 
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uſurp'd his Kingdom; ſo that he rather deſerv'd to be 
flung into the y ur with a Cock and a Serpent, than to 
be ſeated in the Capitol; and the Gęmoniæ better ſuited 
with his Crimes, than an Altar. Juno was a Miſs, even 
to her Brother, and as infamous for Scolding, as her In- 
ceſt ; ſhe deſerv'd at leaſt a Houſe of Correction for the 
firſt Crime, and a Ducking-ſtool for the ſecond. Mer- 
cury was a Fack of all Trades; ſometimes he play'd the 
Piper, ſometimes the Sharper ; he turn'd Poſt- Boy upon 
Occaſions, and then Cxt-Parſe : And to ſhew the World 
he could ſtoop to the baſeſt Crimes, as well as the meaneſt 
Employments, he {ets up for a Pimp, a Pander, and Pro- 
curer. Apollo may be ſaid to be better than his Father, only 
becauſe he was not quite ſo bad: His Amours were with- 
out Number, as they were without Shame: The Hea- 
then Theology ſeems to have drawn in this Perſon the Pi- 
cture of a perfect Beau; for it allow'd him ſome Wit, 
more Beauty, a World of Impudence, but no Conſci- 
ence. Theſe were Divinities of the firſt Claſs, majorum 
Gentiam, Gods of Quality and Figure, in fine, of the 
Upper-Houſe ; and yet Partiality it ſelf would not have 
clear'd them at any Bar: I except the Right of Ignoramus 
Furies, when Crimes found Mercy, and Innocence Hal- 
ters. The Egyptian Deities, Oſyris and Anubis, were of 
the ſame Stamp; they were neither better, nor more an- 
cient, than thoſe of Rome and Greece. | 
Nov, Sir, if God commands us to worſhip him as an 
eternal and independent Being, we cannot clap in witha 
Roman, Grecian, or Egyptian Congregation; nay, nor 
with any idolatrous one, that is, or ever was in the 
World: For they tell us, God is a Man, a Woman, a 
Snake, a Tree, a Crocodile, anda Red- Cloth; but it's evi- 
dent theſe poor Creatures can claim no Right to Eternity, 
much leſs to Independence; therefore had I liv'd in theſe 
blind Ages, when Serpents crawl'd upon Altars, and 
Monſters invaded Temples, I could not proſtrate my ſelf 
before them; I muſt have proteſted againſt the Impiety, 
and rather have fallen by the Magiſtrate's Hand, than 
have paid Obedience to his Law. | 
Again, God will be worſhip'd as ifinitely Holy; how 
then can you fall proſtrate before an inceſtuous Fapzzer, 
a thieving Mercury, a bloody Mars, a peeviſh Juno, or 
a proftitute Venus? Such Crimes entertain no Commerce 
| ; with 
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with Sanctity; their place is Hell, not Heaven, and the 
Criminals rather deſerve Infamy and Tortures, than A- 
doration. Does he adore God as infinitely Holy, who 
acknowledges him guilty of Inceſt, Murther, Felony, 
and even of thoſe Offences, that fright and ſtartle Na- 
ture? That put to the Bluſh, not only the Modeſty of 
the Innocent, but alſo the very Impudence of the 
9 1 In fine, that infect Hell, and plague the Dam- 
ned! 


Moreover, God requires to be honour'd as a Being in- 


finitely Wiſe; by what Rule therefore can you, with thoſe 


of Coromandel, ſay and believe he is an Ape? With the 
Romans, Grectans, and all the other idolatrous People of 
the World, he is a Man, a Statue ? or with, the ſuper- 
ſtitious Egyptian, he is an Onion, a Wolf, a Crocodile? 
Some of theſe fantaſtical Deities are even void of Senſe, 
much more of Reaſon ; and the Men-Divinities have 


left Poſterity no other Marks of their Reaſon, but their 


Crimes: We know they had ſome Wit, by the enormous 


Abuſes of it; their Wiſdom had a ſmall Reach, it went 


no farther, than to lay Snares for fond Boys, or for ſim- 


ple Girls: Seeing therefore all the idolatrous Worſhip 
that ever was in the World, ſince the Birth of Polytheiſm 


to this very Moment, claſhes with thoſe Notions under 
Which God will be adored, you can no more join with 
any idolatrous Congregation, than with its Crimes. It 
remains therefore, that God's Permiſſion is no more uni- 
verſal, than his Command; and though at firſt you were 
pleas'd to extend it to all Religions except two or three, 
you muſt now turn the Tables, and exclude all but two 
or three. So that to conclude, that great Principle, we 
muſt conform to the Religions of thoſe Countries where we 
live, is not only notoriouſly falfg, but alſo ſcandalous to 
Extravagance. | 
Ariov. You fancy I am run a- ground, and that you 
have wounded my Principles beyond Recovery ; but ſtay, 
ou have been upon the Ramble, and miſtaken your 
ay: You reaſon upon a falſe Bottom; for you ſup- 


Poſe Heathens worſhipp'd Creatures, and paid: Homage 


to Statues ; whereas moſt certainly they ador'd the true 


God under thoſe ſenſible Reſemblances ; nor can you 


reaſonably preſume they worſhip'd Men, Statues, or Beaſts, 


- unleſs you ſuppoſe them Fools, to make them impious. I 


might 


* 


5 2 renne — 2 — _ x — 
4 4 To bc, gs wt ] F 7 21 - 
E ĩͤ Het oe ER oe ers ͤ Be eee TETRIS. k N 8 
c F E . EN 2d NP obey nn Se * 9 * 4 
og. F N . . ? k 
ii his r 8 73 NSY 8 8 2 . a x a 4 ; 
SO FL deb ot x 7 x : 


J 
PIE eo ibs 
V 


The GENTLEMAN Inſirafed. 331 
might then with a ſafe Conſcience adore Jupiter, Apollo, 


and Venus at Rome, and would now (were I in the In- 
dies) bend before Ram, or in Japan before Zacas ; for 


theſe vifible Objects are but dark Emblems, or different 


Names of God bleſſed for evermore. Tho! therefore God 


commands me to adore him, as eternal, independent, in- 


finitely Holy, and infinitely Wiſe, he has not determin'd 
under what Name; tho” we call him Jupiter, Mars, or 
Apollo, he ſcorns to formalize ; if Ram, Zacas, or Amidas, 
he will not pet: A great Name adds not a Grain to his 
Perfections, nor can a vulgar Appellation diminiſh them. 
In fine, Reaſon teaches us his Nature, but his Name we 
learn from Cuſtom, and this will vary till you bring all 
Languages to their primitive Unity; ſo that, methinks, 
you have all this while skirmiſh'd with a Shadow, or 
fenc'd with a Nothing: You have rais'd a ſottiſn Idola- 
try in your Brain, meerly to deſtroy it; but great Wits 


often miſtake the Queſtion, as well as great Blockheads: 


Like ill-bred Spaniels, they run at Check on a falſe Scent ; 
fluſh their own Fancies for their Adverſaries Opinion, 


and cry Victory, when they have handſomely laſh'd their 


own Errors. 

Euſeb. Becauſe juſt now I put you in Mind of ſome 
Miſtakes, and cenſur'd ſeverely a Vein of ſhuffling that 
runs through all your Diſcourſe, you very fairly cruiſe 
for Repritals, and would fain bring me in guiliy of the 
ſame Over: ſight, I have legally prov'd upon you. Believe 
me, Sir, I have not caper'd in the Air: IT aim'd at your 
Principle, and have hit it; and you are ſenſible enough I 
am come up to the very Point in Debate, and ſo ſtart a 
new Queſtion, either to entangle me, or to delude the 
Audience. But J intend not to wade far in this Contro- 
verſy, whether the Pagans adored the true God under the 
Shape of Jupiter, Apollo, &. Doctor Stillin. maintain'd 
they did, but all impartial Men wiſh'd he had employ'd 
his Talents on a more defenſible Subject; for certainly 
his Reputation ſuffer'd in the Enterprize, and he had 


| ſhew'd more Judgment in ſtepping over ſo nice a Point, 


than he did Wit, in treating it ſo little to the Purpoſe, 
However, becauſe you have flung this Difficulty in my 
Way, I muſt take ſome Notice of it; not that the Iſſue 
of our preſent Diſpute depends on the Deciſion of this 
Queſtion ; but becauſe I am reſolv'd to give yo full 
| Allis» 
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Satisfaction, I ſay then, That the Heathens did not adore 
the true God, under the Name of Jupiter, Mars, Apollo, 


c. and this is ſo manifeſt a "Truth, that a Man muſt | 


ſhut his Eyes to overlook it: Di: aon fuerunt ab æternuo, 
ſed ita eorum quiſquis natus eſt ut nos naſcimur. Your Gods 


(fays Athenagoras to the Gentiles) are not eternal, they 


were all born, as we are: And Min. Felix laughs at the 
Pagans for adoring thoſe as Gods, who were born and 
died like Men: Manuifeſtum eſt homines illos fuiſſe, quos 
& natos legimus, & mortuos ſcimus. St. Cyprian de Idol. 
Fan. proves they were not Gods, becauſe they have been 
Kings. Deos non eſſe, quos colit Vulgus hinc notum eſt : 
Reges enim fuerunt : And when ſome Gentiles (to delude 
thoſe Chriſtian Arguments they could not anſwer) had 
the Impudence to deny they worſhip'd any Man, Arnobi- 
us confutes their wretched Evaſion, and proves home up- 
on them, they really adore Men, though they bluſhed to 
own the Folly, /:6. 11. cont. Gent. Vos hominem nullum 
colitis * Non unum vel alium * Non innumeros alios? Quin 
imo non omnes, quos in Templis veſtris mortalium ſuſtuli- 
ſtis ex numero, & cœlo ſideribuſque donaſtis? Et infra jam 
profecto diſcetis quibus ſinguli patribus, quibus matribus fu- 
erint procreati; qua in regione nati, qua gente, quæ fece- 
rint, egerint, pertulerint. But to put an end to the Con- 
troverſy, take a Turn to the Capitol, and you will ſee 
what Opinion the Pagans had of Jupiter, qui ejus nutri- 
cem in Capitoli poſuerunt, who plac'd his very Nurſe, 
Wife, Siſter, and Daughter in this auguſt Temple. I 
might here bring a Cloud of Witneſſes, who liv'd and 
convers'd with 3 who ſtudied their prophane 
Theology to confute it; who were Men of Learning and 
Probity, and never calumniated an Adverfary to oppreſs 
him: But what I have ſaid ſuffices to convincea rational 
Man, that the Pagans adore Creatures, not the Creator, 
under borrow'd Names as you pretend. 

Ariov. Indeed the Vulgar might poſſibly miſtake the 
Fables of Homer for Articles of Religion, and model 
their Faith by Ballads; they might divide God into Sex, 
and worſhip Men and Women before Statues their Re- 
preſentatives; but you muſt grant this groſs Impiety con- 


cernꝰd only the Rabble, the Philoſophers and leading Men 


were above ſuch an Abſurdity, „ 


Euſeb. 
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Euſeb. No doubt the Philoſophers condemn'd in theif 
Hearts thoſe very Deities they ador'd ; but their Practice 
varied from their Judgment; and tho? they were Theiſts 
in the Schools, they were Polytheiſts in the 'Temples. 
God was not worſhip'd according to the Ideas of Philoſo- 
phers, but of Poets. Quid ſibi vult iſta non poetica ſed 
inimica plane Varietas, Deos ſecundum Philoſophos in libris 
guærere, ſecundum Poetas in templis adorare. Aug. lib. 2. 
de Conſen. Evan. Cap. 23. And if you doubt of this, I 
muſt defire you once more in St. Auſtin's Name to enter 
into the Capitol; this was the Seat of Fupiter, O. M. id 
eſt, of Rome's jupream God, Here you will find Amal- 
thea a Goat, ho nurs'd this Diety, his Siſter, Wife and 
Daughter; evident Arguments the Romans thought he 
was a Man to whom they paid ſupream Honour : For if 
they thought he was eternal, why gave they him a 
Nurſe? If independent, why did they confeſs he W ] d 
his Preſervation to Goat's Milk? And then, if he were 
not a Man, what did he with a Wife; or how came 
he by a Daughter? Do not tell me, theſe are poetical 
Inventions; 1 know they are: But theſe Fables were ex- 
pos'd by the heathen Divines, and cull'd out of Poems 
to piece up Religion; they were abſurd, it's true, yet 
believ'd by ſome, and reverenc'd by all. In fine, if Poets 
invented them, the Prieſts adopted em; they were con- 
vey'd from the Stage to the Temple by Blindneſs and 
Superſtition, and what Men laugh'd at in one place, they 
adored in the other. Nanquid & Capitolia Romanorum 
opera ſunt Poetaruam * Auguſt, Lib. G. de Civ. Dei. 
But if we ſuppoſe againſt Scripture, againſt the Au- 
thority of Pagans themſelves, and the concurrent Teſti- 
E monies of Ages, that the Heathens did adore the ſu- 
# pream God bleſſed for evermore ; this will not better your 
= Cauſe, nor prejudice mine: For ftill it's as clear as 
plain Fact can make a Thing, that when they worſhip'd 
him under the Shape of Fapiter, they clap'd upon his infi- 
nite Sanctity Rapes and Adulteries; they impeach'd him 
of Robberies under the Notion of Mercury, of Cruelty 
2 under that of Mars, c. Nay, they ſtrip'd him of all 
= Wiſdom under the Figures of Beaſts, and even of Senſe 
= under thoſe of Oztons, Fire, and Mater. If therefore we 
5 are oblig'd to adore God as a Being Eternal, Independent, 
inſinitely Holy, and infinitely Wiſe ; you could not believe 
1 nor 
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nor worſhip God, as the old Heathens did, nor can you 
go over to any Pagan Society that now is, either in the 


Eaſt or Weſt- Indies: For tho” they do worſhip the true 
and inviſible God, under viſible and material Images, yet 


they charge him with a thouſand Impertinences, deſtru- 


ctive to thoſe Notions under which he commands Wor- 
ſhip. So that we muſt reform your Theſis, and daſh out 


of the univerſal Permiſſion, not only two or three, but 


two or three thouſand Religions eſtabliſh'd in the World 


by Cuſtom, and maintain'd by all the Supports of Force 


and Authority: For they outrage Nature, and burleſque 
God's moſt ſacred Attributes; they rifle his Majeſty, 


entrench upon his Wiſdom, aſperſe his Sanctity, and 


turn his very Being into Farce and Raillery. 
Arioviſtus was at a Nonplus, and his Concern flew to 
his Face: Nay, his uſual Confidence withdrew, and 


even Raillery, and laſt Defence of Libertines, deſerted 


him ; ſo that he made a Figure worthy of Laughter and 
Compaſſion : At laſt he reſolv'd to gain Time for Refle- 
ction, and therefore addreſſing himſelf to the Lady; 
Madam, faid he, I have almoſt talk'd my ſelf out of 
Breath, an Hour's reſpite will not be unſeaſonable ; with 
your leave, we will put off the Concluſion till the Even- 
Ing. 


to the Conference, or condemn your Principle. 

Ariov. I'll be bound for my Appearance, or if you ask 
better Security, my Friend, I preſume, will give in Bail 
for my forth- coming: Then turning himſelf to Exſeb:as ; 
we are, continu'd he, in the Pit, and muft fight it out : 
There is no place left for Retreat. Leaving the Compa- 
ny, he walk'd into the Garden, rather to conceal his Cha- 
grim, than to take the Air: And indeed I wonder not at 
his Concern ; for it's obſerv'd, that tho' Libertines hate 


Conſcience, they are fond of Honour; they are Crea- 


tures made up of Pride and Arrogance, and therefore 
neither know how to bear an Advantage with Modera- 
tion, nor a Diſappointment with Patience. 


When he was gone, I am ſurpriz'd, ſaid the Lady, at 


the Gentleman's Confidence; ſurely his Aſſurance weighs 
more than his Judgment ; why elſe will he bring his 
Cauſe to another Hearing? I love not to laugh atano- 
ther Man's Misfortune, nor to draw Pleaſure as; his 

on- 


Upon Condition, anſwer'd the Lady, you'll return 
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The GENTLEMAN Izſtructed. 335 
Confuſion : But, methinks, I cannot be ſorry to ſee Ir- 
religion puniſh'd in its grand Protector: Humiliatons 
work more ona Libertine's Underſtanding, than Demon- 
ſtration; and thoſe that cannot be argu'd out of looſe 
Principles, are ſometimes ſham'd out of them. 

Were the Virtue of Arioviſtus equal to his Wit, ſaid 
his Friend, nothing can be more accompliſh'd than he; 
but I muſt own, his Moralf are bad, and his Principles 
worſe: He laughs at the difference between Good and 


Evil; and I have heard him ſay, No Sin is blacker, than 


the very thinking there is any; nay, he defines Sin, athin 
that ſome live by inveighing againſt, and others by rat. 
ing. And hence it is, that he not only makes a Practice, 
but a boaſt of Sin, and defends it with as much Greedi- 
neſs as he commits it. | 
Exuſeb. But, Sir, tho' ſuch Men carry off the Reputa- 
tion of Wit, they have too little of the Man, to be the 
Standard of Mankind; we are not, God be thank'd, 
Fools enough to take Scoffs for Arguments, nor Raillery 
for Reaſon: He is a great Ignoramus, who knows not 
that it's eaſter to ſport with Virtue, than to praCtiſe it; 
indeed, if Arioviſtus could jeſt Sin into Nothing, his 
Mirth would not be unreaſonable ; but the wild Humour 
of a Debauchee, cannot work upon the Nature of things: 
Wit may dive into Eſſences, but not tranſmute them. 
However, I hope to reaſon the Gentleman out of Conceit 
bothfbf his Wit and Religion, and to perſuade him that 
thoſe are Fools who ſport themſelves into Hell; and 
that none more certainly do fo, than thoſe who make a 
Teſt of Sin, and a Pageant of Religion: For tho'a Man 


who dares defy God, and look Damnation in the Face, 


may be witty, I am ſure he is ſuperlatively fooliſh. 
Eudoæ us was no leſs mortify'd than Arioviſtus. He was 
not indeed concern'd at his Diſgrace; no, he rather felt 
Symptoms of Indignation than of Pity ; and wiſh'd he 
had defended his Poſt with greater Bravery, or render'd 
it with more Ignominy : For having been deluded by 
Arioviſtus, he thought the Weakneſs of his Defence 
would glance upon his own Reputation, and that the 
World would tax him of Levity, or Simplicity, for em- 
bracing Latitudinarianiſm upon ſo weak Grounds. One 


would ſwear, ſaid he in a Paſſion, theſe Men by their 


Talk had engroſs'd all the Wit of the Nation, as well 
| As 
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as the Vices; yet bring them to the Touchſtone, and 
you'll find nothing but Droſs; they argue as ill as they 
believe, and are as great Strangers to Reaſon, as to Virtue; 
they diſpute no more methodically than they live, and 
are as weak in Principle, as violent in Paſſion. Eudox us 
was going on, when Dinner put an end to his Invective. 
Arioviſtus had not walk'd away his Reſentment, he brought 
it to Table, and even diſcover'd it by endeavouring to 
conceal it: He run up Pleaſantry to Aﬀectation, and 
made himſelf ridiculous not to appear in a Paſſion : So 
that the Lady told him with a Smile, He was merry out of 
Pexation; but Arioviſeus let the Compliment fall, think- 

ing it the beſt way to connive at a petty Affront he durſt 
not revenge, and fo they enter'd upon a Converſation of 


indifferent Subjects. 


* | 
DIALOGUE XI. 4 
Arioviſtus ig forc'd to confeſs, that one only Religion 
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is ſaving. 


- 
T HE Lady invited the Company into the Garden af- 
ter Dinner: She was impatient to ſee the Iſſue of 
the Diſpute, which ſhe hop'd would prove diſadvantage- 
ous to Arioviſizs: Nay, the Morning Succeſs had not 
only allay'd her Fears, but even given her an Aſſurance, 
that Truth would triumph over Falſity, and Religion 
over Impiety ; beſides, ſhe flatter'd herſelf, her Son would 
profit by Arioviſtus's Misfortune, and deſert thoſe Tenets 
his Maſter was not able to defend; for he was diſſatisfied 
with the Morning's Performance, and the Abilities of 
 Arioviſtas came not up to his ExpeCtation : He faw him 
always upon the Retreat, and that he rather ſhuffled than 
_ argued; he ſcarce durſt look an Argument in the Face, 
and though he ſometimes fenc'd off Blows, he never gave - 
any : In fine, he turn'd ſhort upon himſelf, and generally 
confuted one Reply by the Contrariety of the other; ſo 
that Exdoxus ſuſpected the Cauſe of Arioviſtus was no 
better than the Defence of it, and that he pleaded it, 
becauſe it was deſtitute of Reaſon. 


After 
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After a Turn or two in the Garden, the Lady lea- 
ding the Company into an Arbor, methinks, ſaid ſhe 
to Arioviſtas, this Place was made for Converſation 
we have both Time and Convenience to give a ſe- 
cond Hearing: You are I am ſure a Gentleman of your 
Word. | , 

Ariov. Madam, I defire nothing more : Let vs then, 
continu'd he, turning himſelf to Exſebizs, begin where we 
broke off this Morning: Be pleas'd, Sir, to remember, I 
caſt before you a Scheme of thoſe Religions that are 
A. la- mode among our young Town-Sparks. Some are ſo 
amazingly irreligious, as to turn Religion into a Trick of 
State; they ſay it's a Slave to Government, and cannot 
oblige till it paſſes into Law, but then it's binding, tho 
never ſo execrable. 

Others retrench from this Command, thoſe Religions 
that welter in Blood, and flame with Proſtitution ; ſuch 
Religions, they ſay, are fram'd for Cyclops, and calcu- 
lated for Sodom and Gomorrha ; A Man muſt turn a Ly- 
on; or Baboon, to practiſe the Duties of ſuch Churches, 
and a Devil to command 'em; wherefore they ſtigma- 
tize the Believers of ſuch ſcandalous Tenets, and throw 
both the Credenda and Agenda out of the Pale of God's 
Permiſſion : But then, a few excepted, all others, they 
fay, are allow'd of; a good Intention rectifies their Er- 
rors, and even compounds for Idolatry its ſelf; it per- 


ſuades God to wink at Impiety, and to take Affront for 


Veneration. This is, no doubt, to treſpaſs upon his 
Goodneſs, to make bold with his Greatneſs, and to treat 
his Majeſty with Scorn and Contempt. | 

The Company ſmil'd, and admir'd no leſs the Gentle» 
man's Confidence, than the Contrivance ; by this little 
Artifice, he very handſomely heav'd the Shame of the De- 


feat from himſelf to thoſe young Sparks, whoſe Perſua- 


fron he pretended to defend: But the Impoſtu re lay too 


open to trepan the Company, for he diſputed not as Se- 


cond, but as Principal; and pleaded his own Cauſe, not 


| Others: But thoſe Men are above the Niceties of Honour, 


or Punctilio's of Conſcience. 

Euſebius knew not well how to model his Countenance, 
he was both tempted to laugh, and to frown ; for the 
Turn was witty, tho' impudent. At laſt, Sir, ſaid he to 
Arioviſtus, I thought you had undertaken the Defence of 
| „„ 2 | your 
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your own Religion, not of John an Oakes, I love not to 
encounter Aepreſentati ves, nor to engage with Corporations 
by Proxy. However, I am glad you have chang'd Sides, 
and left the Pot of an Advocate for that of an Accuſer; 
we have at laſt made ſome Progreſs: For now it's agreed 
on, that in ſpight of Mr, Hobbs and his Proſely tes, the 
Laws of Common-wealth muſt not be the Standard of 
our Faith ; that God permits not, much leſs commands 
us, to convene with thoſe Congregations in Religion, 
that countenance Impieties ; in fine, that Idolatry in- 
vades God's Right, ſtrikes at his Prerogative, and draws 
upon his very Perſon : So that in Concluſion, thoſe Reli- 
gions that are permitted take up but little room, and may 
be caſt up without the help of Ar:zhmetick : Now, Sir, 
favour us with a Draught of your Tenets. | 

Ariov. With all my Heart, I neither bluſh to acknow- 
ledge my Religion, nor fear to defend it: It's upright in 
us Principles, and reaſonable in the Application: It's fit- 
ted for all Capacities: The Reaſant comprehends it, and 
the Philoſopher admires it: In a word, my Religion is, 
what Men call Natural: It's of the ſame Date with our 
Nature, and came into the World with Adam: God 
printed every Article of it in our Hearts, before the In- 
vention of the Preſs, and it's propagated by Generation : 
We carry our Goſpel and Prophecies within us, which can 
neither be corrupted by Malice, Ignorance, or Inadver- 
tency. Our Creed is plain, and our Decalogue ſhort, but 
comprehenfive. We believe a God, Maker of Heaven and 
Earth; a God that puniſhes Vice, and rewaras Virtue ; he 
requires no Sacrifice but of our Hearts, no Reſpect, but Awe 
of his Grandeur, and Obedience to his Commands; nor does 
his Law put any Precept upon us but this, Do as you 
would be done by. 

This Religion is univerſal; it's neither confin'd to 
Time, nor Place; it takes in all Ages, and runs thro! all 
Climates ; it obliges the moſt occult Nations of the 
World, together with the moſt polite ; and becauſe all 
know its Precepts, no Man is exempted from their Obe- 
dience: Yet it permits thoſe Rites and Ceremonies, tho 
vain and ſuperſtitious, which claſh not with the. above- 
mention'd Tenets : But the very Moment a Religion 
coins an Article, oppoſite to the Belief of a God, or con- 


trary to the Attributes of his Sanctity, Wiſdom, pol + u- 
= +. MICS. 
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ftice, or Mercy, when it refuſes to this all- powerful Be- 
ing an Acknowledgment of Dependence, and withal re- 
verſes this great Law of Nature, Quod tibi non vis fiert 
alteri ne feceris ; I ſay, the Moment a Religion falls into 
ſuch bare-fac'd Impieties, it becomes facrilegious and a- 
bominable: And for this Reaſon, I extend God's Permiſ- 
ſion to three only Religions, the Chriſtian, Jewiſh, and 
Mahomezar ; for theſe alone ſtand upon the Law of Na- 
ture; they inſtill moſt excellent Principles, and regulate 
our Duty to Gad, and our Obligation to Men. 

Euſeb. Do you ſpeak your own Thoughts? I put the 
Queſtion for a Caution againſt Miſtakes, for we have 
play'd away the Morning at croſs Queſtions. 

Ariov. It's my Opinion, and will ſtand the moſt ſe- 
vere Teſt of Reaſon ; nothing material can poſſibly be 
brought againſt it. | | 
Euſeb. For all that, I hope to baniſh two of the three 

Religions out of the Permiſſion; nay, and force you to 
confeſs, there are no more Religions than Gods. A Man, 
you ſay, may commence a Jew, when he has taken 
Pet at Chriſtianity, and change Baptiſm for Circumciſi- 
on; and when he has taken a Surfeit of the Talmud, he 
may piouſly ſtrike off to Meccha, and truck the Penta- 
zeuch for the Alcoran, 

Ariov. He may. | | TH 

Euſeb. With a ſafe Conſcience, therefore, in Eugland 
we may believe Chriſt is the true Meſſias, born of a Vir- 
gin, true God, and true Man, who dy'd for our Sins, 
and was butcher'd by our Malice; but when we have 
given up our Names to a Rabbin, and are adopted into 
one of the Tribes, we may. change Language, and as 
ſafely proteſt the Meſſias is yet to come; that Chriſt is a 
meer Man, nothing different from others, but that he was 
more criminal ; that he dy'd for his own Offences, not 
for ours; that Juſtice took him off, not Envy : We may 
believe theſe Tenets, and ſwear to the Truth of every 
Tittle. The Chriſtian engages God's Authority for the 


Truth of his Creed, the Jew takes the ſame Liberty ; yet 


one Side jars with the other. Here is a down-right Con- 
tradiction, nor can all the Artifice of Logick, all the Power 
of the Almighty reconcile both Sides. If the Chriſtian be 
in the right, the Jew is in the wrong; and if Truth ſtands 


tor the Jew, it muſt of Neceſſity abandon the Chriſtian. 
i | | 54 x Ariov. 
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Ariov. You have Reaſon, but becauſe I know not 
Which Side Truth favours, I may jein with either. 
Euſeb. Suppoling your Pretenſions grounded, you can- 


not take both Sides; for tho' you are ignorant with 
which Party Truth ſides, you are ſure it can't ſtand for 


both: So that tho' in your Hypotheſis you may either be 
Jew or Chriſtian, you can't be both ſucceſſively : If you 
ſwear to the Chriſtian Symbol to day, and to the Jewiſh 
to morrow, you are perjur'd beyond all peradventure ; 
for you know the Tenets of theſe two Churches don't 
nick like Tallies. 

But this is not all, continu'd Euſebius, if God permits 
me to take up with the Brethren of the Circumciſion, 


he permits me to refuſe Worſhip to Feſws Chriſt ; nay, to 


laſpheme him: If I may turn off to the Chriſtians, he 
permits me to adore him. Now either he is God, or he 
is not: If the Second, I muſt not adore him, for tho? 


God be Maſter of his Favours, he is not of his Honour; 


he can't make this oyer to any Creature by a Deed of 


Gift, or Conveyance ; tho' he be eternal, like 4 Minor, 
he can't alienate the Title: But again, if Chriſt be God, 


certainly he requires Adoration as an indiſpenſable Duty, 


and if we fail to diſcharge our ſelves of the Obligation, 


God will not fail to puniſh our Neglect. 


Moreover, God can't, you ſay, permit thoſe Offences 
that Nature condemns ; his Prerogative-Royal reaches 


not ſo far: Now what can intrench more upon Nature, 
than to inveſt a Creature with the Title to a Worſhip 
which God alone can claim a Right to? Than to with- 
draw my Allegiance from the Creator of all Things, and 
bow to my Fellow-Creature ? Yet God permits Chriſti- 
anity on the one Side, and on the other it's flat Idolatry 
to adore Chriſt if he be only Man; therefore if Chriſt be 
only Man, God permits Idolatry, id eft, a Sin of the 
higheſt Malice againſt the very firſt Principle of Nature: 
It's then as evident that one of theſe Religions is forbid, . 
as that one is meer Practice and Impoſture ; and it's as 
manifeſt, that one is Practice and Impoſture, as that both 
Members of a Contradiction can't poſſibly be true. 
Ariov. Were I ſure that Chriſt was God, I ſhould lie 
under an indiſpenſable Obligation of adoring him; 1 
muſt then adhere to Chriſtianity, and if Occaſion re- 
quir'd, ſign my Faith with my Blood: And were I _ 
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he was Man alone, I ought to wheel off from the Church 


to a Synagogue, and exchange the Goſpel for the Talmud: 


But I am in the dark, I rove in Obſcurity, and cannot 
determine for which Religion Truth ſtands: In this Un- 
certainty God permits me to clap in with either ; my 
Ignorance juſtifies his Permiſſion, and my Choice; and 
though by refuſing to adore Chriſt, I may not do him 


Right, Ignorance hinders me from doing him Wrong : 


Thus tho? the Jews deprive him of his due, if he be 


God, and the Chriſtians give more than his due, if he be 


not ; yet their Sin can be only material, that is, without 
Malice, and confequently without Offence ; ſeeing nei- 
ther Religion is impious in its Worſhip, and both excel- 
lent in their Precepts of Morality, it's clear we may fol- 
low either, | | 
Euſeb. Never did Men talk more of Religion than we, 
and never had Men leſs. To level Judaiſm with Chri- 
ſtianity, even in a Chriſtian, nay, a reform'd Kingdom, is 
one of tke moſt monſtrous Attempts that ever I heard of : 
The very Thought of ſo bold a Blaſphemy almoſt caſts 
me into an Agony, and makes me ſweat with Diſguſt : 
This is to raiſe a Croſs for our bleſſed Redeemer in Chri- 
ſtendom, as the Jews did in Feruſalem, to play upon his 
Goodneſs, to reviie his Greatneſs, and to ſalute him with 
a Cracifige : But what will not Men do to ſupport a dying 
Cauſe, who have nothing left, but Will and Forehead ? 
Your Religion, Sir, is not calculated up for 1700, but 
for 1642, or thereabouts, when the Ten Commandments 
were only authentick during Pleaſure, when the four E- 
vangeiiſts were upon their 1 with a quamdin ſe 
bene geſſerint, and a nemine contradicente, not the Bible, 
govern'd the Pulpit : In fine, your very Defence of Reli- 
gion ſtrikes at Religion, and whilſt you approve either, 
you fairly condemn both ; for you pretend both the Jew- 
iſh and Chriſtian Religion are permitted, becauſe you 


doubt of both, and know not on which fide Truth 


ſtands: Now ſuppoſing you are in ſuch Circumſtances, 
it's evident you can't in Conſcience embrace either; 
for which Side ſoever you take, you fear you are in the 
wrong: Now whoſoever ſquares his Actions by a dubi- 
ous Dictamen of Conſcience, is certainly guilty of a for- 
mal Sin, tho? otherwiſe the Objects are not only lawful, 
but laudable, This is an unqueſtionable Principle in 


2 3 Morals, 
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Morals, and can only be deny'd by thoſe who make no 
Difference between Good and Evil. If therefore you a- 
dore Chriſt with the Chriſtian, and at the ſame time 
doubt of his Divinity, you offend God in the very Act of 
Worſhip: Vou are a kind of a Pagan, tho” no Idolater. 
On the other Side, if you blaſpheme him with the Jew, 
if you ſtrip him of his Divine Nature, if you herd him 
with the accurſed Crew of Hypocrites, and Impoſtors, 
and at the ſame time ſuſpect he is more than a Man, tho! 
the doubt may perchance diminiſh the Sin, it cannot 
poſſibly excuſe it, | 

Ariov. This is pretty. Muſt I then like old Eraſmas 
dangle in the Air between both Churches? Or if I doubt 
of all Religions, muſt I profeſs none ? Certainly, Sir, you 
miſtake your Errand : Whilſt you pull down Latitudina- 
rianiſm, you very fairly ſet up Atheiſm ; and left all 
Religions ſhould be ſaving, you diſallow of all, I would 
ſet out at Fordan, and take my Progreſs from one Reli- 
gion to another, I would let any Man write upon me 
Lark, Jeu, Anabaptiſt, Preibyterian, Independent, or 
what Perſuaſion you pleaſe rather than an Atbeiſt. In fine, 
it's more orthodox to profeſs any Religion than none. 

Exſeb. Under Favour, I would no more perſuade you 
to condemn .all Religions than to approve all. I know 
there is a true Religion, and I am ſure there is but one. 
Nay, I am confident, that the Chriſtian Religion carries 
ſo many viſible Marks of divine Revelation about it, that 
a Man who will bring Fhings to a ſober Examen, muſt 
confeſs it came from Heaven, and that he who turns 
Chriſtianity into a Fable, or the Doctrine of the Bible in- 
to Illuſion, deſerves either to be begg'd for a Fool, or to 
be ſtigmatiz'd for a Blaſphemer. But if you waver with 
Doubts, and fluctuate between the Synagogue and the 
Church, without being able certainly to determine in 
which Truth is preach'd, in which Impoſture ; rouze up 
your Reaſon, bring both to the Bar, hear their Pretenſi- 
ons, examine the Motives of Credibility, and, in fine, ſum 
up the Evidence, and if you do this impartially, you'll 
ſoon either be a Madman, or a Chriſtian. © © | 
Ariov. But if after J have heard the Witneſſes, and 
weigh'd the Evidence on both Sides with Deliberation, 
Maturity, and Impartiality ; if, I fay, after theſe cere- 
monial Preliminaries, I remain ambiguous, muſt I nei- 
ther convene with the Jew, nor the Chriſtian? Euſelb. 


high? „ 
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Euſeb. With neither, if this ſtrange Caſe ſhould hap- 
pen: I fay, ſhould happen, for in Reality it cannot; the 
Motives of Chriftianity are ſo many, and {© convincing, 
that unleſs we ſhut our Eyes, and hood-wink Reaſon, 
they'll force us to acknowledge, that if it be not evidently 
true, it's at leaſt evidently credible; and when once you 
are come up to this Certainty, then you are oblig'd to de- 
clare for Chriſtianity, to believe its 'Tenets, and practiſe 
JJ | 

Ariov. Tho' Chriſtianity compar'd with Judaiſm may 


ſeem credible, perchance it may ſeem incredible, if com- 


par'd with ſome other Religion, that has never appear'd 
on our Horizon: For as there are Terre Iucognitæ, un- 
known Regions, ſo there are undiſcoyer'd Religions. 
Muſt I therefore take my leave of Old England, trudge 
to Sea, and encompaſs the World with Sir Francis 


Drake, before I pitch upon a Religion? Or muſt I at 


leaſt rig out a Veſſel of Intelligence, and then work up- 
on thoſe Materials the Captain or Mate brings home? 
This is a Work both tedious and expenſive; nay, I may 
add, endleſs and fooliſh ; and he that can perſuade him- 
ſelf God requires ſuch a puzling and ſo impoſſible a Scru- 
tiny, muſt confeſs the wiſe Maker of all Things intended 
rather to be laugh'd at by Men, than worſhip'd. 

Euſeb. Keep at home, God neither commands you 


to ſhip for Africa, or America, nor to run in Queſt after 


the Fables of the Brachmans, or the Superſtitions of the 
Bonzies, A Religion that is evidently credible in Eng- 
land, is ſo all the World over, with what Sect ſoever you 


compare it: For neither God's Goodneſs, nor Wiſdom 
can permit, a falſe Religion to he equally credible 
with the true one.; much leſs can he permit it to be 
more credible, and leaſt of all, to be evidently credible : 
If therefore after a ſober Examen, you find ſuch an Ap- 
pearance of Truth in the Chriſtian Religion, that you 
cannot doubt of it without Imprudence and Raſhneſs, 


you may conclude without comparing it with any other, 


that you are oblig'd to adhere to it, as reveaPd by God; 
and if you refuſe to believe his ſupream Veracity, (when 
you cannot without a high Imprudence doubt, but he 
ſpeaks, you muſt expect to pay for the Contempt, by 
groaning eternally under the Weight of his Indignation. 
1 Z 4 | Daſh 
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Daſh therefore out of the Patent one of theſe two Re- 
ligions, and I counſel you, out of Reſpect to the Bap- 
tiſm' you have receiv'd, and the Kingdom you live in, 
rather to give up Judaiſm than Chriſtianity ; and after 
all, Sir, Circumciſion is painful, and our Engliſh Cen- 
ſtitutions will not bear the Operation. | 
*- Ariov. Take your Courſe, we have been upon Duty 
2 great while, and I am willing to come to an Agree- 
ment upon any Terms. | 
Enuſeb. To an End, you mean, of the Diſpute; for we 
can no more agree than Light and Darkneſs, than Truth 
and Falſhood, than Libertiniſm and Religion. The pre- 
ſent Queſtion is, whether a Man may in Conſcience con- 
form to the Alcoran in Conſtantinople, and to the Goſ- 
pel in Chriſtendom. Pray what Opinion have you of 
the Alcoran? Was it compil'd by divine Inſpiration, or 
Impoſture ? By a Prophet, or a Cheat? By the Impulſe 
of the HOI Ghoſt, or the Suggeſtion of Lewdneſs, and 
Ambition 
Ariov. Every Tittle breathes Nonſenſe, Impiety, or 
Blaſphemy: It puts almoſt the very Alphabet out of 
Countenance, and infects the Paper it's writ on. A Man 
muſt commence Fool, befare he can impoſe upon his 
Reaſon thoſe Forgeries for Revelations ;. and turn Beaſt 
to practiſe the Morals. | 
Euſeb. Enough: Why ſo much Heat; ſo much In- 
vective againſt a Religion that comes within the Verge 
of Permiſtion ? If tolerated, it deſerves Reſpect ; if not, 
why do you defend it? It's ridiculous to damn the Alco- 
ran, and canonize the Doctrine; to cenſure Mahomer, 
and approve Mahometiſm. 
But, pray, Sir, if the Alcoran favours Lewdneſs, and 
lets looſe Senſuality; if it draws upon Modeſty, and 
tilts at Reaſon; if it gorges with Impiety, and ſmells of 
Blaſphemy ; how can you put on the Turban, and herd 
with the Muſfulman? For when you jump over the Pale 
of Chriſtianity, and give up your Name to the Cady, or 
Mafty, you muſt take up for Truths thoſe Fables you 
now brand with Forgery and Impoſture ; you muſt 
change the Key to another Tune, you muſt revere at 
. Conſtantinople what you laugh at in London, and bow to 
what you ridicule; you muſt ſay and believe, Untruths 
is the Language of Heaven, Blaſphemy the Dictates So 
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the Holy Ghoſt, Murders, Lewdneſs and Rapines, the 
Commands of a meek, holy and juſt Deity ; for the 
Turks take all the Alcoran for Revelation and Precept: 


| Now to ſay God has reveal'd ſome Things that claſh with 


Truth, others that check Reaſon, and others again that 
overſhoot Extravagance; that he commands ſome T hings 
that diſcountenance Virtue, and encourage Libertiniſm, 
is to ſtrike at all his Attributes, and to make at his very 
Perſon ; it's to frame a more vile Idea of his Divinity, 
than the very Laplander ; for theirs is only ridiculous, 
whilſt yours is ſacrilegious and execrable. | 


Ariov. Were I at Conſtantinople, I would ſpeak like 


the Mufty, and do like a Muſſulman, but then in my 


- Cloſet I would laugh at their Folly, and pity their Blind- 
neſs; though my Tongue conform'd to the eftabliſh'd 


Religion, my Heart ſhould be a Recaſant : This ſhould 


adore God in Spirit and Truth, tho' my Tongue and 


outward Man worſhip'd him with Blaſphemies, and 
ſery'd him in Senſuality: All exterior Actions arg to be 
rated by the interior, this is their proper Standard; if 
the Intention be Sterling, they cannot poſſibly be Coun- 
terfeit. | 

Euſeb. Ho! We are juſt where we ſet out: Now all 
Religions are permitted again, 

Ariov. Why ſo? 1 

Euſeb. If the Intention can ſanctify Hypocriſy, and the 
moſt outragious Blaſphemies, why may it not conveigh 
Piety into Murders ; and Holineſs into the impure Sab- 
boths of Venus and Priapus? Why can't it blanch over 
the Horrour of the Mexicans human Sacrifices; or the 
Cruelty of the Paxick burning Statues of Saturn? You 
may, you ſay, at Conſtantinople, expoſe Chriſtianity to 
the Scorn and Petulancy of Infidels, give up the Bible 
to Turks and Barbarians, impeach Chriſtians of Apo- 
ſtacy, and make Impudence and Inſpiration ſpeak the 


fame Language: If a good Intention can juſtify at Con- 


ſtantinople ſuch a Catalogue of black Impieties, why ma 
it not authorize leſs Crimes in other places? Return bold- 
ly to your firſt Theſis ; exclude no Religion out of the Act 
of Indulgence ; place Virtue and Vice on the ſame Le- 
vel; pull down the Boundaries between Good and Evil; 
take off the Reſtraint of Conſcience, and blned Men and 
Beaſts into one Spesres, Come, Sir, pluck up a good 
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Heart; caſt the Die, and paſs the Rubicon of Honour and 
Conſcience, our Diſpute will otherwiſe be at an end; for 
we have caſt out the Talmud as Apocryphal ; you have 
diſcarded the Alcoran; ſo that the- Goſpel only ſtands 
untouch'd, and God's Permiſhon is confin'd to Chriſtia- 
_ nity alone. | 
Arioviſtus found himſelf in the Toyl, and knew not 
which way to unhamper himſelf; his Concern flew to 
his Face, and every Poſture betray'd an extreme Paſſion ; 
he ſeem'd to brood ſome deſperate Reſolution, and only 
wanted Boldneſs to execute it: After a ſhort Strife be- 
tween Shame and Revenge; I perceive, ſaid he, to Eu- 
ſebins, you take Advantage of my Condeſcenſion, and 
even turn my Civility againſt me; you manage a Fa- 
vour ſo ungenteelly, that I ſhall ſtand off in Caution and 
Reſervedneſs for the future. ” 
Euſeb. Explain your Meaning. I ſuppoſein Diſputes, 
Reaſon muſt take place of Ceremony, and that a Man 
may preſs an Argument home without treſpaſſing upon 
good Breeding; to be plain, I am more beholden to 
my Arguments, than to your Liberality ; you have con- 
deſcended to me, as Bozfers did to K. William, when 
he could hold out no longer. In a Word, I have not 
courted, but ſtorm'd you into thoſe. Conceſſions you 
bluſh at. | | | | „ 
Ariov. Hold there; I laid the Alcoran at your Mercy 
without Neceſſity, and attack'd it of Impoſture, Fallacy, 
and Blaſphemy, out of an Exceſs of good Nature and 
Complaiſance. | 
Euſeb. Out of good Nature and Complaiſance ? 
Ariov. Ves, for, among Friends, it carries an Air of 
Truth, and the unlimited Extent of that Perſuaſion 
pleads home for the Divinity of its Author. 
Euſeb. Ho! ho! we have Tarks in England: I thought 
the Ottoman Religion reach'd no further than the Otto- 
man Sword; but I perceive it has ſwum over into our 
Ifland. Pray, continu'd he, with a Smile, what is your 
Turkiſh Appellation? Solyman or Achmet ? But Raillery 
apart; had I been upon the pinch, I would have dropt 
the Turk, and kept the Chriſtian; For a Chriſtian Terk 
is a frank Atheiſt once remov'd, and tho” he makes Profeſ- 
ſion ofa God, and of a Religion, moſt Men conclude he 


believes neither. Indeed by this unexpected Declaration, 
you 


The GENTLEMAN Inſftruded. 347 


you have diſappointed me; I intended to prove, that 
one only Religion was faving,. and that all others were 
caſt out of the Act for Toleration : But you have made 
clever Work of it, and diſcarded all Religions, nay, and 
fancy, Salvation too. | TE | 
Ariov. With Permiſſion, Sir, tho' I approve the Alco- 
ran, I may reverence the Goſpel: And though I unlock 
Hcaven- Gate to Maſſulmans, why muſt I fhut it upon 
Chriſtians? | 5 ORE | 
Euſeb. Why ? One runs quite counter to the other, 
even in the moſt eſſential Points, both of Belief and Pra- 
ctice. Chriſtian Religion tells us, Chriſt is God, the 
Mahome tan, that he is not; that commands us to adore 
him, this forbids us. Now, Sir, if Truth favours the 
Tarks, Chriſt is a meer Creature, and by conſequence 
all Chriſtians are downright Idolaters: If therefore God 
will be adored as a Being Eternal, infinitely Wiſe, and 
infinitely Holy, it's evident, you (who diſcover Truth on 
every Tittle of the Alcoran) cannot with a ſafe Conſci- 
ence profeſs Chriſtianity ; for that great Oracle tells us, 
Chriſt is a Creature, and therefore, fo ſoon as you com- 
mence Chriitian, you pay divine Honour to a Man, 
known, and acknowledg'd ſuch : Now to adore God, as 
a Man, is not to worſhip him as a Being Ezernal, inh- 
nitely Wiſe, and infinitely Holy; and to adore'a Man, 
as God, is to ſtrip the Almighty of all his Prerogatives, 
to rifle the Sanctuary, and to lay the conſecrated Trea- 
ſures at the Feet of a Creature : Here is flat Idolatry on 
the one Hand, and a Monſter compos'd of Idolatry and 
Sacrilege on the other. So that to ſum up the Evidence, 
if Tarciſm be a true and allow'd Religion, Chriſtianity 
is not; and ſo my Theſis is prov'd, that one Religion 
alone is faving: Which glorious Quality, to the Shame 
of Latitudinarianiſm, and the Scandal of Reaſon, you 
clap on Mahomeriſm. 5 

The Lady over-joy'd at the Defeat of Arioviſtus was 
not Miſtreſs of her Tranſport: Theſe Gentlemen, ſaid 
ſhe, are for enſuring Cauſes, and never ſpeak under De- 
monſtration: Then turning to him, Sir, continu'd ſhe, 
I pity your Malice, but I am glad of your Overthrow; 
you have been more at Variance with your ſelf, than 
with your Adverſary, and ſeldom recall'd one Abſurdity, 
without advancing a greater ; but at length, in Defiance 
14 5 0 1 k . 8 » of 
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of Senſe and Reaſon, you have out-ſhot Extravagance 
it ſelf, and ſeal'd a Million of Impertinences with a da- 
ring Blaſphemy: For you have rais'd up Mahometiſn 
upon the Ruins of Chriſtianity, and ſunk our bleſſed Sa- 
viour into an Impoſtor, to ſwell Mabomet into a Pro- 
phet. I counſel you to ſhip for Aſia in our Smyrna Fleet, 
for our Exgliſ Climate is mortal to a Turkiſh Conſti- 
tution; theſe Animals can no more live here, than 
Toads or Spiders in Ireland: Our Engl: Charity em- 
- braces all Men, beſides Papiſts and 2 * : Thoſe 
have too much Religion for a reform'd Nation, and 
theſe too little. ; . 
This Piquant Irony gall'd Arioviſtus to the quick; 
Patience abandon'd him, and Paſſion ran away with his 
Judgment: So that at length he broke thro? all the Bounds 
even of Reſpect and Reaſon. Madam, ſaid he, I per- 
ceive you are ſurpriz'd at my Doctrine; out of Reſpect 
to your Ladyſhip, I freely condemn the Alcoran as Pra- 
Etice and Impoſture ; but then, give me leaye to put 
the Goſpel in the Indice alſo: They were both hammer'd 
on the ſame Anvil; this to hag Men with Fears, the 
other to divert em with pleaſing Proſpects of ſenſual 
Elyfiums : We have been Aob-gobliz?d too long into Reli- 
gion ; but, God be thank'd, the Vizard is torn off, and 
the Cheat is unmaſk'd, and now we dare play with thoſe 
Monſters we once tremble at : We enter upon the Stage 
of this World like Beaſts, and make as inglorious an 
Exit; our Lives and Souls ſmoak into Nothing: We 
were flung upon Earth, as the Leviathan was in the Deep 
to play; ſeeing therefore our Days are few, it's Prudence 
to live apace ; Good and Evil are words ad placitum, in- 
vented by ſome to impole on others. | 
He was going on when Euſebius put a ſtop to his 
Impudence. I ſuſpected, ſays he, you acted hitherto in 
Maſquerade; I am glad the Vizard is fallen off, and 
that the Monſter appears in its own Shape: Men of your 
Principles ſhould be coop'd up in Peſt-Houſes, their ve- 
ry Breath ſhoots Contagion, and their Converſation is 
mortal. Your Atheiſtical Club has made Religion cheap, 
and Morality ſhameful: It has preach'd a conſiderable 
Part of the Nation out of Sobriety, and Principles too: 
It teaches young Gentlemen to ſwear and blaſpheme, 


before, they know rhe Malice of the Sins; and then 
V when 
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when Age opens their Eyes, they rather part with their 
Innocence, than Prophaneneſs. Thus you eſpouſe em to 
Wickedneſs, before they are able to commit it: But the 
Miſery is, that thoſe who curſe God in their Youth, in 

ood time will defy him; and others who tranſgreſs the 
8 at ten, will laugh at it before twenty. Bold- 
neſs grows upon us with Age, and all the Terrors of 
Conſcience declines ; they faint under the Weight of rei- 


terated Crimes, and loſe their Emphaſis ; and then when 


once we have got out of thereach of this importunate 


 Cenfor, we ſhall ſwallow down your accurſed Principles, 


not only without Reluctance, but even with Pleaſure : 
We ſhall not only countenance Atheiſm, but profeſs it ; 
and eaſily perſuade our ſelves we die like Beaſts, to live 
like *em. | 

I know you are no more able to defend your Morals 
than your Faith; and I would rather deteſt, than con- 
fute *em, were I not acquainted with the Latitudinarian 
Impudence : You vent tuch hideous Tenets, that they 
amaze Chriſtians, and rather raiſe their Indignation, than 
call fora Confutation; like Puddles, they cannot be ſtirr'd 
without Infection, and like Plague Sores, they endanger 


the Surgeon.---Now becauſe good Men ſometimes think 


it more expedient to confute thoſe Impieties with Silence, 
than Arguments, Libertines preſently raiſe a Trophy, 
they ling Peana, and cry out Y:idory. To cut off this 


Retreat, I'll ſhew you in ſhort, that Virtue and Vice lie 


not barely in Opinion. 
And here I appeal to the Verdict of Mankind: Single 
me out one Man, whoſe Reputation did not ſuffer under 


the very Suſpicion of Vice; and if the bare Suſpicion of 


Evil, has ſuch a degrading Quality in the Opinions of 
Men, Debauchery it ſelf muſt have a greater: Human 
Nature has ſuch an Abhorrence of Sin, that it cannot 
value the Wicked equally to the Virtuons. I never yet 


heard of a Man, who ſeriouſly commended another for 


his Intemperance, or plac'd Lewdneſs among his Titles 
of Honour: Tho' Sobriety, Chaſtity, and Juſtice are run 


_ downin Practice, they ſtand fair in our Eſteem, and no 


Man yet has attempted to diſgrace an Enemy, by laying 
thoſe Virtues to his Charge: In fine, it's impoſſible for 
a Man in his Wits to eſteem another leſs, becauſe he is 
good; nay, in this degenerate Age, nothing blaſts 1 
f riſing 
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riſing Reputation, than the Imputation of Wickedneſs; 
and even thoſe, who in a frantick Tranſport applaud a 
Debauchee, upon cooler Thoughts deſpiſe him: If all 
Actions are equal, why are their Effects ſo different? If 
Virtue has no Advantage over Vice, why do the Profli- 
gates eſteem that, tho'they embrace this? Why do Men 
practiſe Virtue with Confidence, and Vice with a bluſh- 
ing Face, and a trembling Conſcience ? Why do they 
fin with Fear in their Looks, and an Earthquake in 
their Minds? Theſe are. terrible Symptoms, that the 
Difference between Good and Evil lies deeper than the 
Imagination. 

Come, Sir, remember when you feel the Smart of 
everlaſting Flames, you'll take ſmall Pleaſure in the 
Thought that once you derided 'em; you'll not ſuffer 
leſs in that dark Region, becauſe you go laughing thither ; 
nor endure the Torments better, becauſe you would not 
believe *em. | 

Arioviſtus was of too haughty an Humour to bear ſo 
ſevere a Check with Patience, and too violent to diſ- 
ſemble his Reſentment ; wherefore turning to Exſebins, 
Sir, ſaid he, you rail better than you reaſon : Our 
' Tongues began to diſpute, our Swords muſt end it; you 
have left my Tenets, to attack my Perſon, and rather 
level at my Actions, than at my Religion: You are a 
Man of Honour, and can manage a Weapon, as well as 
an Argument; in a word, I expect Satisfaction. | 

The Company began to ſmile at this odd Rhodomon- 
tade, but Endoxxs told him in controvertiſtical Debates, 
there was no Appeal from Reaſon to the Sword; that it 
was more prudent to confeſs Errors, than to defend 'em 
to cancel paſt Crimes, than to commit new ones. 

But Euſebius, who reſolv'd to diſcountenance Latitudi- 
narianiſm, by confounding its Abettor, took him up 
roundly. Sir, faid he, I fear your Gaſconades no more 
than your Arguments, nor your Sword more than yout 
Reaſon ; your Conduct is as ſtrange as your Religion; 
becauſe I have wounded your Principles, you invite me 
to tilt at your Body: No, no, Sir, I value my Life too 
much to expoſe it for a Punctilio, and your Soul, to 
ſend it into the other World with a Rapier : I had rather 
ſwing off Zyburn into Eternity, than to be duel'd into it; 
for a Duel is a very ill Diſtemper to dye of. 
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Beſides, ſhould I accept your Challenge, perchance you 
might difappoint me: I have known tome huthng Bul- 
lies, who never were couragious, but when they ſtood 
out of the Sword's reach: They would ſend you a 
hundred Defies for a Word, but had too much Honour to 
juſtify one; nay, they would upon ſecond Thoughts ſub- 
mit to a Baſtinade, rather than occaſion Bloodſhed ; and 
if once their Adverſary drew Blood, like Wizards, they 
had no Power to hurt him; in fine, they would always 


begin the War, and conſtantly made the firſt Overturesof 


Peace, and thus they ſhew'd at once both Courage and 
Diſcretion ; whether this Character fits you, I dare not 
determine: This notwithſtanding I muſt afirm, that thoſe 
who pretend to believe leaſt the Terrors of another 


World, apprehend them mot ; and no Men fear more eter- 


nal Torments, than thoſe who deny the SouPs Immor- 
tality: Lay by your Sword for a more urgent Occaſion, 
Fencing will never relieve a Controverſy abandon'd by 
Reaſon ; a ſatisfactory Return to my Arguments will 
ſupport you much better than a Puſh ; for thoꝰ you chance 
to foil me at tilting, you will not difarm my Reaſons. 
Arioviſtus was too proud to ſubmit to Truth, tho” he 


was too weak to withſtand it; he could not defend his 


Errors, and would not abandon em; ſo that in a Huff 
ne call'd for his Horſe, rub'd off, and left the Field to 
Euſebius. | | . 

His Friend apologiz'd for his Rudeneſs, and caſt his In- 
civility on the Exceſs of Paſſion. I hope, ſaid he to the 
Company, you will excuſe Arioviſtus. I confels he is to 
blame, but oftentimes Anger runs away with the Judg- 
ment; the wiſeſt Men are ſubject to Indiſcretions: He 
was baffled, and you know a Defeat to a Man of Honour 
is a mortifying Misfortune; in fine, having loſt his Cauſe, 
you muſt not wonder if Patience deſerted him. 

Euſeb. I excuſe his Incivility, but condemn his Pru- 
dence ; he ſaw his Error, why did he not abjure it? He 
ſaw Truth, why did he not embrace it? A Man that 
will pawn his Soul to reſcue his Honour, forfeits both: 
But I confeſs, in vain we expect Prudence of Libertines; 
Men without Religion are always without Reaſon ; they 
may boaſt of Science and Wit till Dooms-day, but no 
Body can believe they are over-ſtock'd with either: No, 
no; they have only juſt Knowledge enough to ſee their 
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Errors, and Wit enough to enſure their Damnation; 
when once they are drench'd in looſe Principles, they are 
paſt Recovery ; they turn all Antidotes into Ratsbane, 
and ſo either live in Obſtinacy, or die in Deſpair. 

Then taking Eudoæus afide: Are you not, continu'd 
he, almoſt fick of Latitudinarianiſm ? You ſaw how weak- 
ly Arioviſtus defended it, yet he was not ill provided of 


thoſe Materials, that are neceſſary to plead well a bad 


Cauſe; he manag'd his Arguments to the beſt Advantage, 
and edg'd his Reaſons with all the little Artifices of Lan- 


_ guage and Confidence; but Truth has prevail'd over 


Impoſture, and he carries home nothing but Chagrin and 
Confuſion. I hope Providence has reſerv'd the Profit of 
his Defeat for you ; he has condemn'd all Religions, and 
Chriſtianity among, the reſt, and at the ſame time turns 
Atheiſt to live a Libertine. 


Eudox. Nothing but Rage drove Arioviſtas into that 


Precipice, he was upon a Pinch, poor Gentleman, and 
ſhot Blaſphemy when he had ſpent his Reaſons; his Per- 
formance falls ſhort of my Expectation. I perceive that 
Boaſting is not an Argument of Wit, and that Confidence 
and Truth are not always on the ſame Side. Arioviſtus 
who caus'd my Infidelity, has now curd it; 1 owe my 
Converſion to the Weakneſs of his Proofs, and to the 
Strength of yours. Chriſtianity is certainly the only ſa- 
ving Religion, but Jam hamper'd in a Labyrinth, and 
unleſs you lend me a Hand ſhall wander eternally in a 
Meander of Miſtakes: For Chriſtian Religion branches 
out into a thouſand Sects, our Iſland is a kind of Pan- 


theon, and our People like the old Arabians, bend to the 


Breath of every pretended Inſpiration : Some pretend 
Law, others Scripture ; theſe Antiquity, thoſe Novelty, 


and others Illumination, It's hard to calculate up all the 


Religions that divide the Nation, and almoſt impoſlible 
to examine them. If I muſt chooſe none before I have 
impartially ſurvey'd all, I may live a Seeker, and die an 
Atheiſt. Are all thoſe Communions faving; or is there 


but one? 


Euſeb. There is but one ſaving Congregation, and the 


Diſcovery of it is eaſier than you imagine: In a few Days 


J will put you in the Way to Heaven, which none can 
miſs, but thoſe who are reſolv'd to overlook it: Intereft 


byaſſes ſome, Education others, Faction deludes — 
An: 
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and Senſuality over-bears more: In fine, when Men con- 
ſult their Inclinations, and model Religion by the Advice 
of Paſſion, you muſt not wonder, if they take Fancy for 
Revelation, and hug Illuſion for Truth. 

Euſebius ſtaid a Week with Eudoxus, and ſettled his 
Judgment. Truth flaſh'd ſuch a Light on his Underſtand- 
ing, that he admir'd his former Blindneſs, and thought it 
more difficult to miſtake the true Church, than he did be- 
fore to find it ; he learnt what he was to do, as well as 
what he was to believe, and reſolv'd to ſquare his 
Thoughts and Actions by the Rule of his Duty : He has 
kept his Purpoſe, and at preſent has the Reputation of an 
E accompliſh'd Gentleman, and, what he values moſt, of a 
pious Chriſtian. This Providence, which permitted Thea- 
machus to fall from a State of Virtue, into a deplorable 
Habit of Vice, rais'd young Eudoxus from the Abyſs of 
Vice, to the Top of Virtue; to teach poor Mortals, that 
the Sinner muſt not deſpair, nor the Saint preſume. 

Euſehius having brought this great Buſineſs to a moſt 
happy Conclufion, return'd to London, and gave Notice 
to Theomachus of his Arrival. 


DIALOGUE XII. 


living ſettled Eudoxus, Euſebius meers Theomachus, 
who offers to believe the Exiſtence of a God upon good 
Reaſons, though not Mathematically evident. 


* 
* 


Uſebins the next Morning gave Theomachus a Viſit. 
fe found him in the Company of ſome Gentlemen of 

his Cabal, whom the Noiſe of the Diſpute had alarm'd ; 
they were concern'd that Euſebius had the Face to ſtand 
up in Defence of God, to plead ſo warmly againſt Athe- 
| iſm, and that after the firſt Camiſcado he was return'd to 

beat up their Quarters. Theomachus perſuaded himſelf, 
that the Journey of Euſebius was a meer put- off, and that 
he had really no Buſineſs in the Country, but to wave 
the Conference at London, and fo ſpread abroad his late 
Engagement, you may be ſure to his own Advantage: 
He flatter'd himſelf, and others alfo, that the Diſpute wag 


at an End, and being freed from his Enemy, he gave full 
A a 5 Liberty 
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Liberty to his Tongue, and launch'd out into Panegyricks 
of his vaſt Performance, to the Prejudice of Truth and 
Modeſty : The News of Euſebius's Arrival damp'd his 
Hopes, and convinc'd him, he had rais'd a Trophy before 
the Victory: He had no mind to engage, nor could he 
retreat with Honour; but, in fine, he reſolv'd upon the 
Conference, as the leſs Evil, and invited his Friends to 
the Skirmiſh: He receiv'd Euſebius with Demonſtrations 
of Civility, and was rather prodigal than ſparing of Ca- 
reſſes: After many reciprocal Compliments, Euſebius 
addreſſed himſelf to Theomachus. 1 
Euſeb. Sir, at our laſt Meeting I charg?d Atheiſts with 
Imprudence, becauſe being uncertain whether there were 
a God, a Hell, ora Heaven, they liv'd as if they were 
certain there were no ſuch Things; you endeavour'd to 
fence againſt the Charge, and to plead not guilty ; be- 
cauſe, though you ſhould take up, and model your Life 
by the Rules of the moſt ſevere Morals, this ungrateful 
Reſtraint would only ſerve, perchance, to leſſen your 
Torments in the next Life, if there be a God, but would 
never be able to ſet you in Heaven: For God, ſaid you, 
requires as an indiſpenſible Homage, not only a well-regu- 
lated Life, but a ſtable and undoubted Belief of his Be- 
ing; the one 1s of ſmall Advantage without the other; 
you pretended this ſteddineſs was not in your Power, 
and ask'd convincing Reaſons to ſettle and fix your Judg- 
ment; I promis'd you Satisfaction, and am come to keep 
my Word; but I ſuppoſe an Evidence below that of 
Mathematical Demonſtrations will fatisfy you. | 
Theom. The very Queſtion is reflecting, and you mult 
either ſuſpect my Wit or my Judgment to propoſe it: [ 
know God is neither a Line, Superſicies, nor Solid, he 
comes not within the Predicament of a Figure, and there- 
fore lies out of the reach of Mathematicks: A Man that 
will acquieſce to nothing but ſtrict Demonſtrations, 
would do well to disband from Society, to lock up bis 
Reaſon in his Cloſet, and only carry it about him on 
extraordinary Occaſions ; he may take up with the Scep- 
ticks, and doubt of his own Being: No Man can de- 
monſtrate by Euclid, or Archimedes, there is ſuch a City 
as Conſtantinople, or that there has ever been ſuch an Em- 
peror as i babe and yet, God be thank'd, upon the 
. , credible Teſtimony of thoſe who have ſeen the one, pe 
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of thoſe Authors who have writ of the other, I no more 
doubt of them, than of this unqueſtionable Principle, pars 
eft minor toto: Some things may poſſibly be falſe, tho' I 
dare pawn my Life they are not. 

Euſeb. Your Diſcourſe is reaſonable + For were you and 
I caſt upon a deſert Iſland by the ſtreſs of Wind and 
Weather, and ſhould we find in this abandon'd Region a 
ſtately Palace, built with all Symmetry of Art, we ſhould 


conclude, it was the Work of an Architect, not of Nature 


or Chance; nor would it be in our Power to doubt of it; 
yet 'tis poſſible for blind Matter to rende vous it ſelf into 
a ſtately Louvre; for by a lucky Meeting of Atoms, it 
may be jumbled and ſettled in this beautiful and regular 
Form. A hundred thouſand blind Men, (tho? they ſet 
out from all the Parts of the World) may poſſibly meet 
together upon Black- Heath, and draw up in Rank and 
File; yet ſhould we ſee this extraordinary great Army in 
Battle- array, without the Help of Syllogitm, we ſhould 
infer, they were led to the Place, and each conducted to 
his Station by ſome, who had better Eyes than they. 

I conceive likewiſe you do not require Phyſical Demon- 
ſtrations, id eft, convincing Proots drawn from Senſe ; 
for God being ſuppos'd a Spirit, cannot fall under cor- 
poral Senſe, and though he ſhould preſent himſelf to the 
Eyes by aſſuming a Body, the Spectacle might amaze us, 
but could not give us any rational Aſſurance, that there 
is an infinite Spirit. 8 | 
 Theom, I ask ſuch Proofs as leave the Underſtanding 
ſatisfied, and fix the Judgment, and remove all prudent 
Doubt; for ſuch Arguments deſerve as firm an Aﬀent, 
as the moſt ſtrict Mathematical Demonſtrations. 1 am 
as ſure there is ſuch a Place as Conſtautiayple, as that the 
firſt Propoſition of Exclid is true ; and doubt no more, 
but Ceſar was, than that I am. 

Euſeb. Tis eaſy I fee to agree in Preliminaries, when 
the one fide propoſes nothing but whit is juſt, and the o- 
ther will receive what is reaſonable: You have admit- 
ted what neither in Prudence nor Reaſon you could re- 
Ject, and have only ask'd what I could not omit, without 
betraying the Intereſt of Truth, and the Merits of the 
Cauſe I have undertaken to defend. Now ſeeing the Sub- 
ject is not capable of Mathematical Demonſtra tions, nor 
even of Phyſical Evidence in the State we are, meth nxs, 
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I apprehend two Ways by which God can manifeſt his 
Being to Man: F:r/t, By an internal Impreſſion ſtamp'd 
with his divine Signet in our Nature, which leads us na- 
turally to the Knowledge of his Exiſtence, as the innate 
Light of our Underſtanding ſhews us the Truth of the 
rſt Principles of Diſcourſe, | 

Secondly, By viſible Effects, which Reaſon tells us muſt 
be father'd on ſome Cauſe, and which without Conſtraint 
and Violence, our Underſtanding cannot attribute to any 
thing but a Being infinitely powerful, infinitely wiſe, and 
inhnitely good. | 

Theo. | agree, theſe two Ways would be ſufficient to 
ſettle a reaſonable Man in the Belief of a Deity, and 
that an Atheiſt would be the moſt abſurd, the moſt un- 
reaſonable Creature in the World, if he requir'd more. 

Euſeb, Well, Sir, hitherto we have walk'd Hand in 
Hand, our Judgments have been uniform, and I hope 
our good Intelligence will continue in the following Con- 
ference. I will prove you have theſe very Proofs of his 
Being, you confeſs ſufficient, and as plain as you could 
in Reaſon expect, ſuppoſing he were. Let us therefore 
diſcuſs things in Order, and produce our Proofs in their 
Turn; when we confound Arguments, we confound 
Ideas, and only contemplate Truth through a Cloud. 


— 


DIAL O ( 


The firſt Proof for a Deity, drawn from the univerſal 
Conſent of Mankind. 


Enjeb. I EI E Notion of a God is ſo deeply ingrafted 
in our Minds, that it ſeems to be twiſted and 
interwoven with our Nature; it's of the ſame Date with 
our Species, it runs through our Veins with our Blood, 
and is conveigh'd to us from our Anceſtor's ; it's neither 
fix'd to Climate, nor Complexion, it takes in all Times, 
as well as all Places: It's engraven in the Hearts of the 
Aſricans, as well as of the Afraticks ; the barbarous To- 
pinbays of Braſil feel the Impreſſion, as well as the mot 
polite Europeans; and the very brutiſh Hotentots of the 
Cape, in ſpight of Savageneſs, ſhew they are Men _—_ 
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by acknowledging a ſupream Being; the old Aſſyrians 
have left Poſterity a convincing Teſtimony they believ'd 
a God, becauſe they coin'd falſe ones ; they had never 
multiply'd Divinities, had they believ'd there was none, 
nor paid divine Worthip to Statues, had they not been 
perſuaded there was ſome Being above them, that com- 


manded Homage, becauſe he deſerv'd it. 


The Medes brought down the Aſſyrian Grandeur, and 
bury'd the Empire, together with its Emperour, in a 
Grave of Aſhes; yet theſe new Conquerours, Who an- 
null'd the old Laws, and enacted new ones, who thruſt 
out antient Cuſtoms to make room for others, quarrell'd 
not with the Afrians about the Belief of a God, they 
liv d in the ſame Perſuaſion; Nebuchodonogor would 
needs ſhare Worſhip with his Maker, and fo fet up his 
own Statue to receive thoſe Honours which belong'd to 
the ſupream Being. _ | 

The Perſiaus, Succeſſors of the Median Greatneſs, ſuc- 
ceeded alſo in their Belief of a Deity: The conquering 
Macedonians agreed in this Point with the vanquiſh'd I- 
dians ; and Rome ſurpaſs'd all other Nations in Superſti- 
tion, more than Courage; ſhe built her Greatneſs upon 
the Suppoſition of a Deity, and as ſome remark, grew 
ſo great, becauſe ſhe was ſo pious : She found the Stamp 
of a Divinity, wherever ſhe carried her victorious Arms, 
and the Conqueſt of foreign Gods, as well as' of captive 
Princes, ſet off her General's Triumphs. In a Word, 
the Belief of a Deity reach'd as far as the Plantations of 
Men; it has never yet been ſhut out of one City, one 
Bourg, or perchance one Family : The moſt barbarous 
Wretches that ever where, knew there was a Deity, tho" 
they miſtook in the Application of their Worſhip. You 
may almoſt as ſoon find a People without Souls, as with- 
out a God, that they rather will dedicate an Altar to an 
unknown Deity, than have none. 3 
The Exglifſh, Dutch, Portugueſe, and Spaniards, bra- 
ving the F ury of the Winds, and the threatning Surges 
of the enrag'd Ocean, have diſcovered a new World in 
our Days, almoſt equal to the Old, Gs have rifled the 
very Wilderneſſes, and ranſack'd the Mines; wherever 
they met with the Traces of Men, they fell upon the 
Footſteps of a God ; theſe Barbarians that liv'd without 
Laws, without Houſes, without Commerce, were ſel- 
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dom found without Temples; and though a ſavage Edu- 
cation, and more ſavage Vices had obſcur'd the Notion, 
they had not the Power to deface it ; *twas legible in the 


very Night of Idolatry, in the Obſcurity of Errors, and 


ſome Nations thought 'twas leſs Abſurdity to worſhip the 
Devil, than to deny a God. Now if you call for Proofs, 


I can preſent you a thouſand, as ſtrong and ſatisfactory 


as the Subject will bear: Paſt Matters of Fact can only 
be convey'd down to us by written, or oral Tradition; 
and thoſe of our own Time, that lie at a Diſtance, can 
only be prov'd by credible Witneſſes; what I maintain 
has all theſe Supports, and by conſequence can be que- 
ſtion'd only by thoſe, who will be ture of nothing but 
that they doubt of all Things. | 

Theo. Whether this be true or falſe, your Cauſe will 
not be much the better, nor mine worſe ; yet I muſt tell 


you, you are miſtaken in your Account: I have read in 


Acoſta, and others, that divers People, both in the Eaſt 
and Meſt- Indies, live as well without a God, as without 
Houſes; they love nothing but their Eaſe, and fear no- 
thing but their bordering Enemies: Beſides, our European 
Atheiſts muſter'd up in one Body, would make a confide- 
rable Figure; and London alone, upon an emergent Oc- 
caſion, can draw out a brisk Brigade: Iam confident, at 
leaſt, we exceed you in Quality, if you ſurpaſs us in Num- 

ber, and why may not the one balance the other ? 
Euſeb. On! IT may cry out, with Seneca, Mentiuntur 
qui dicunt fe non ſentire Deum, nam etſi tibi affirment in- 
terdiu, noctu tamen & ſoli aubitant ; ** They lye, who ſa) 
5 they believe no God, for tho' by Day in the Hurry of 
„Company, and Heat of Debauch, they may profeſs 
«© Atheiſm ;. yet in Darkneſs and Retirement they change 
their Mind:“ Say if you pleaſe mo God is the Wiſh of 
Many, but the Opinion of Nee: But if ſome Authors 
have faid ſo, others equally credible have contradicted 'em ; 
yet all agree that thoſe People have more of the Beaſt, 
than of the Man; they wander in Woods, like Tigers, 
without Commerce, without human Society, they worry 
their own Species, and prey upon their neareſt Relati- 
ons; ſo that, like Children, though they have Reaſon, they 
want the Uſe of it: They live without Reflection, and 
ey without Diſcourſe; and indeed I do not ſee 
why Diſeaſes of the Soul may not untune the (es cp 
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the Brain, as well as thoſe of the Body; why Education 
and Barbarity may not obſtruct the Operations of the In- 


tellect, as well as a Frenzy. The whole Set of European 
ad Atheiſts are but a Pack of daring Debauchees, who pride 
de in Infamy, and bluſh at Modeſty: They reaſon ill, and 
12 live worſe; they hate Truth no leſs than Sobriety, and 
58 are too inſignificant, either to countenance a good Cauſe, 
y or prejudice it: Their Votes, like Cyphers, without an 
5 Unit, make no Number. 
1 But let us face your Atheiſt with thoſe who believe a 
5 God, and we ſhall find after a general Muſter (though 


you appear alſo at the Head of the London Brigade) an 
infinite Diſproportion. Would it not be true, that all the 
Citizens of London profeſs the Religion of the Church of 


- England, altho' one Presbyterian, or Recuſant upon Ex- 
amen ſhould be found among them? And will you conteſt 
8 * this univerſal Variety, that reaſonable Creatures endea- 
E vour to defend themſelves from the Injuries of Wind and 
, Weather, becauſe ſome brutiſh Savages lie under the 


open Canopy of Heaven without Fence, or a Hut to 
Skreen off the Heats of the Summer, or the Cold of the 
Winter? Yet the Diſproportion between you and us is 
ten times greater, than between one Recuſant, and the 
Citizens of London, or between thoſe Men who make 
Proviſions againft the Rigour of Seaſons, and thoſe who 
do not: If therefore in one Caſe, a particular Fact does 
not prejudice the univerſal Inference, why mult it in the 
other? Ariſtotle tells us, that ſome rejected this Princi- 
ple, Athiug cannot be, and not be at the ſame time, and 
that Anaxagoras maintain'd Swow is Black; yet, IJ ſuppoſe, 
if I ſay the Principle is receiv'd by all Mankind, you will 
not except againſt my Aſſertion. I may then conclude, 
that the Perſuaſion of a God runs through our whole Spe- 
cies, and ſpreads as wide as the remoteſt Colony. 7 
Theo. If I diſpute my Ground by Inches, we ſhall 
make a long Work of our Conference: Pray go on. 
Euſeb. Our difference about the Matter of Fact being 
at an End, I ask you the Origin of this univerſal Impreſ- 
ſion; From whence comes it that this chimerical Object 
continually encounters and haunts our Underſtanding ? 
Why do our Apprehenſions rove in another World, and 
Huſh the Being of a Deity ? 


A a 4 | Theo. 
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Theo. Some witty Gentlemen will tell you, this Notion 
came into the World by an accidental Fright ; Men ſtart- 
edat Thunder, before they knew the Cauſe of it, and 
ſome of greater Wits than their Neighbours improv'd this 

pannick Fear into Religion; they perſuaded the Mobile 
there was ſomebody above, that ſpoke aloud, and breath'd 
forth his Anger in Flames and Smoak : Others with much 
Probability affirm this Perſuaſion ſprings from an innate 
Fear in the Mind of Man, and a reſtleſs Apprehenſion 
of the worſt that may happen, Primam in orbe Deos ſe- 
cit timor. ä 1 

Euſeb. A Man that will not take Notice of the true 
Reaſon of Things, which generally is but one, may 
forge a hundred falſe ones ; for though one Path leads to 
Truth, a thouſand conduct us into Error. Pray, Sir, ſee- 
ing Men were firſt frighted, and then cheated into the 
Belief of a Deity, of whom did that witty Gentleman 
borrow the Notion? He was certainly imbu'd with the 
Idea of a God, before he couid communicate it to his 

Neighbours. The Cheat was firſt put on him before he 
deceiv'd others. Who impos'd on him? His Name de- 
ſerves a conſiderable Place in Hiſtory, and I do not ſee, 
why our Fore-fathers ſhould have been leſs careful to 
conſerve his Memory, who lyly brought the Notion of 
a God into the World, than his who conveigh'd the Tro- 
jan Horſe into the City, and betray'd it to the Grecrans : 
But though you ſatisfy this Qzere, the ſame Queſtion 
will return, who cozen'd him? Nor will it ceaſe, till we 
diſcover the Origin, or have run you up beyond the firſt 
Moment of Time; the only tolerable Eſcape is to reſolve 
this Fear into Tradition. „„ 5 
But, pray tell me, how you know this Impreſſion ab im- 
memoriali, has been handed down from Father to Son? 
You are Men of Parts, and glory more in Wit than 
Grace; you generally ſcorn all Authority but your own, 
and appeal even from what we call Scripture, to Rea- 
ſon: Back your Aſſertion with any tolerable Proof, and for 
once [I'll take it for Demonſtration: All you can ſay a- 
mounts to this, that perchance long ago, ſome thinking 
Brain wrap'd up in continual Speculation, blunder'd up- 
on the Notion, and ſent it round ; that it found a kind 
Reception; and even ſince has been kept in Countenance 
and Reputation? But it is not ſtrange that one meer Per- 
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chance that ſtands for zo God, ſhould weigh more with 
an Atheiſt, than poſitive Reaſon for him! ; 
This Tradition is of a very antient Date, and older, in 
all Probability, than the Invention of Writing; for ought 
that you know, it has been from the Beginning ; nay, 
may add it's ten times more likely, it ſprang up with 
Man, than that a Man firſt ſtarted the Impaſture, and 
others made it over to Poſterity: For the Impreſſion of 
a God ſinks into the Souls, not only of thoſe polite and 
civiliz'd Nations, who have preſerv'd from Oblivion 
ſome Remnants of paſt Tranſactions and Books of Re- 
cords, but even of thoſe who are as ignorant of what 
paſled in the laſt Age, as of what was done two thouſand 
Years ago, and of thoſe whoſe Arithmetick goes not be- 
yond their Fingers, nor their Knowledge beyond their 
own Remembrance. What likelihood then that thoſe 
who are Strangers to all Tradition, ſhould be ſo well ac- 
quainted with this? | 

But to diſpatch the firſt Gentleman; when the natural 
Cauſe of Thunder was diſcover'd, why was not the 
Cheat unmask'd? Why did not the Phantom diſappear 
at the fight of Knowledge, which Ignorance and Error 
had created? Were the Underſtandings of Men ſo cow'd 
with the Cheat, that they durſt not ſtruggle againſt it: Or 
were they ſo enamour'd of their Fears, 2s to cheriſh the 
Object of their Torment? If this be true, our Anceſtors 
were caſt in another Mould than we, they hugg'd what 


we hate, and doted on what we abhor, If a Man im- 


poſes on us by a Surprize, ſo ſoon as the Cheat is diſ- 
cover'd, we ſtand upon our Guard, and, like Birds ſhot 
at, grow wild: We become cautious and reſerv'd, we 
ſtand off in Jealouſy and Suſpicion : But our tame Ance- 
ſtors, who were thunder'd and lighten'd into the Belief of 
a God, kept up the Illuſion when they had unvizarded 
the Trick: They lik'd, it ſeems, the Conceit, and were 

ſo pleas'd with Fears and Apprehenſions, they reſoly'd 
to make them immortal. 

Theo. Theſe Gentlemen will tell you, Time wore out 
the Memory of the Impoſture, but not the Effects: The 
Cheat was ſoon forgot, tho' the Notion of a God remain'd ; 
Education kept this on foot, and continu'd it to our Time; 
and indeed the original Tincture of Education ſeldom 
wears out: Tho' ſome inbred Principles are rs 
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ble againſt Education, yet ſome Cuſtoms ariſe from Edu- 
cation, which Nature it ſelf can hardly deal with. Z 
Euſeb. Atheiſts, when they have loſt their other Holds, 


retreat to Education; they look upon it as an advantagi- 
ous Poſt, and think themſelves there, not only out of the 


Reach of Surprize, but of Affault; it is their darling Ar- 
gument, and therefore deſerves a peculiar Conſideration, 
I defire you therefore to keep it for a Reſerve, at preſent 
I have the ſecond Gentleman upon my Hands, and I muſt 
do him Right before I leave him. You fay, other Gentle- 


men affirm, with great Probability, that the Perſuaſion of 


/ 


a God ſprings from an innate Fear in the Mind of Man, aud 
a reſtleſs Apprehenſion of the worſt that may happen; and 
then you prop the Aſſertion with the Authority of a Poet, 
This is in Mr. Hobbs's Phraſe; Fear of Power inviſible, 
feign'd 8 the Mind, or imagin'd from Tales publickly 
told, 15 Religion. 

This Evaſion is liable to great Exceptions; for ſuppo- 
ſing Man has an innate Fear, that he is ſubject to ima- 
gine dreadful Things, and apt to ſcare himſelf with 
ghaſtly Apparitions of his own coining; yet he eannot 
fear, unleſs he frames, or finds the Object that raiſes this 


=, unquiet Paſſion : What Object can we frame in the Shop 
of his Apprehenſions which has not ſome Relation to 


Misfortunes he has either ſeen or heard of? The Fancy 
may make ſtrange Combinations, and tie together T hings 


that have no Connexion, yet it muſt know thoſe Things 


before it links them together; for the Apprehenſion, like 
the Will, cannot work upon thoſe Materials that lie out 
of its Sphere. - When the Streams of the Hypochondry 
mount up to the Brain, a Man may fancy himſelf at the 
laſt Gaſp, though his Pulſe beat even, and he enjoys per- 
fect Health, for he has ſeen others die, and knows he 1s 
liable to the ſame Fate; but the moſt ſplenetick Coxcomb 
in the World cannot fright himſelf with a Pleuriſy, unleſs 
he knows there be ſuch a Diſeaſe in Nature. The Noti- 
on of a God may therefore awaken Man's Fear, but the 
moſt timorous Nature cannot tremble at the Apprehenſi- 
on of a God, unleſs ſuch a Being be known: Seeing 
therefore the Knowledge of a God precedes his Fear, who 

ftamp'd on Man the Impreſſion ? | 
Theo. We muſt take Things as we find them. Man 
depends originally on himſelf, he is beholding to no ex- 
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terior Principle for his Exiſtence, he is as he ever was,. 
and will always be without any intervening Change : 
The Notion of Deity, theſe Gentlemen ſay, has ſtuck 
cloſe to him from Eternity, and in all Probability will 
jog on with him till the Species fall into nothing ; but 
to what Intent this Fury hovers about him, Doctors have 
not determin'd ; ſome, notwithſtanding, are inclin'd to be- 
lieve, that Nature envious of Man's Happineſs, rais*d this 
Spirit to cool his Hopes, and ſophiſticate his Pleaſures. 
Euſeb. Your Gentlemen Incognito, who argue by Proxy, 
triumph without Doubt, and fancy this Aniwer has made 
the Buſineſs wonderfully clear ; but I appeal to the com- 
mon Senſe of Mankind, whether it does not rather ſtart 
Difhculties, than ſolve them. I have prov'd, that Men 
knew God, before they fear'd him, and conſequently that 
this Fear could not ſpring from any innate timorous Diſ- 
poſition, but that it muſt be aſcribed to the great Author 
of Nature, who has ſtamp'd on our Souls the Knowledge 
of his Being; now your young Gentlemen very conh- 
dently tell me, Man was ab æteruo, and ſtands indebted 
for his Being to no Body but his own Nature, and they 
thruſt on me this fine Syſtem, with ſuch an Air of Aſſu- 
rance, as if it were clear beyond Debate, and near allied 
to the firſt Principles; whereas, the Thing is not only 
falſe, but abſurd to Dotage, as I ſhall make out in its 
proper Place; but abyſſus abyſſum invocat, one Abſurdity 
uſhers in another; a bad Theſis is always ſupported with 
weak Proofs. | | 

But, for the preſent, I admit your Hypotheſis. Ariſtotle 
aſſumes this Aphoriſm as a Principle, Natura nihil agit 
fruſtra, Nature does nothing in vain ; now whether we 


caſt our View without us, or within us, whether we 


ſurvey the great World, or the leſs, we ſhall ſubſcribe to 
the Maxim: The natural Inclination ofall Things, either 
tend to the Perfection or Conſervation of Individuals, or 
elſe to the Beauty and Symmetry of the whole. Sympa- 
thies and Antipathies) have their proper Stations and 
Employments ; every Being, tho? neyer ſo minute, acts 


its Part in the great Theatre of the Univerſe ; there are 


no Mutes in the whole Creation, that appear meerly to 
fill the Stage: Seeing therefore all other Things have 
their Task cut out for them, and labour in their ſeveral 
Poſts, why ſhould this Notion of a God, like a —_— 
Ee an 
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ſtand idle without Office, without Employment? Has 
Nature flung it into the World at Random, as the Oſtrich 
lays her Eggs, and then flies into the Deſart? Why ſhould 
ou arraign her Prudence in this Point, who ſhews her 
iſdom in the Management of all Things beſides ? 
Ought we not rather to queſtion your Integrity, than 
her Conduct ? | . 

Beſides, whether all Things were ab eterno of them- 
ſelves, or juſtled into Being by a lucky Hit of Chance, 
and Legerdemain, they have at leaſt happen'd as well, as 
if an infinite Wiſdom and Power had a Hand in the Con- 
trivance; but *tis moſt certain, that an infinite Wiſdom 
would never have engrafted in the Minds of Men ſo vain, 
ſo ſuperfluous a Principle, had there been no God in the 
World; therefore ſeeing ſuch a Principle runs thro' the 
whole Maſs of Mankind, we have all the Reaſon in the 
World to conclude, zhere is no God. | 

A Perſon of Quality in the Company, who meaſur'd 
his Wit by his Eſtate, would needs come into Theoma- 
chus's Succour; he thought his Title would add a Luſtre 
to his Arguments, and that he might filence Euſebius by 
Authority, tho” he could not by Reaſon : Methinks, ſaid 
he, with ſubmiſſion to better Judgments, Theomachur 
has overlook'd the deciſive Solution of the Difficulty, 
yet I muſt needs ſay, he hasbehav'd himſelf in the Con- 
. teſt like a Man of Parts, he has not ſhrunk under the 
Character of a witty and well-ſpoken Man, but main- 
tain'd his Reputation ; ”= oftentimes Warmth and Ea- 
gerneſs let Advantage flip, and we remember not in a 
Hurry thoſe Arguments that occur, when our Temper 
is cool and ſedate: I do not ſee why we ſhould have 
Recourſe to accidental, or natural Fears, or why we 
ſhould fetch this Notion from the further end of Eternity ; 
we can reconcile the Difference, and ſtop the Breach 
at leſs Expence of Time and Labour: I am apt to think 
Education will unriddle the Myſtery; we eaſily take 
the firſt Tincture, and when it's well imbib'd, it never 
wears off : The firſt Rudiments ſtick ſo cloſe, that often- 
times they never leave us, and ſo by a pardonable Mi- 
ſtake, even wiſe Men aſcribe many Things to our Nature, 
which we owe to the ſole Inſtruction of our Nurſe. 
Turciſm runs in ſome Families, Popery in others, and 
the reform'd Religion in mine: Whence cemes this Va- 
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riety but from Education, and a certain Influence of the 
Climate? Had I been born at Co/tantinople, I had taken 
the Turban inſtead of a Hat, and Circumciſion in place of 
Baptiſm ; had I Spain or Italy for my Country, Popery 
would have been my Religion, and in all Probability I 
ſhould have been as ready to fight for Clement the XIth's 
Prerogative of Primacy, as I am now to fight againſt it: 
Education alone has continu'd Religions; we are Prote- 
ſtants in Eugland now, becauſe our Parents and Govern- 


ours were ſo the laſt Age: The Tar#s have taken their 


Alcoran from their Anceſtors, and the preſent Papifts 
T ranſubſtantiation, ſeven Sacraments, and the Maſs 
from theirs: Now if our Fore-fathers by Education could 
infuſe into us the Belief of theſe ſeveral Religions, why 
not that of a God? And if they could, why ſhould we 
craze our Brain, and exhauſt our Spirits in the Purſuit of 


another Origin? 


The Company applauded my Lord's Performance, and 
ſome were for petitioning for a higher Patent, for the ſig- 
nal Service he had done the Nation. 

Euſeb. Under favour, my Lord, this Expedient will 
not do; nay, thoſe Difficulties I object againſt Theoma- 
chus turn upon your Hypothelis with no leſs Violence 
than his: For this Notion of a God could not be ſpread 
by Education, before it was in the World ; it could not 


be toſt from paſt Ages down to the preſent, unleſs it was 


in paſt Ages; and if it was, it either was ab æterno, or 
began in Time: If you ſay the firſt, you build the whole 
Proof on meer Conjecture and Suppoſition, nor can you 
make one Tittle of it good, without begging the Queſti- 
on: If you ſay the ſecond, then either it began with 
Man, or after him ; if with Man, then God who made 
Man ſtamp'd on his Mind this Impreſſion ; if it began af- 
ter him, pray who firſt ſail'd into the other World, and 
made the Diſcovery of this airy Spectre? Where did he 
live; and when? Or at leaſt if you are not able to date 
the Birth of the Notion, ſhew me when it was not, and 
I will pay your Argument the fame Reſpect I owe your 
Perſon ; but I cannot take Words for Reaſon, not a proof- 
leſs Suppoſition for Evidence: You are the capital Wits 
of the World; cautious Perſons, that will not be impos'd 


on, that on all Occaſions call fer Evidence. 


Beſides, 
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Beſides, according to the Characters of Education and 
Nature, the Notion has no Reſemblance with Education, 
but every Line, every ſtroke, repreſents Nature to the 
Life. We ſay Self-love, and the Inclination to Pleaſure 
are natural to Man, becauſe we ſee theſe two Paſſions ac- 
company him in all Ages, in all Places, and in all Em- 
ployments ; we love our ſelves now as our Anceſtors did 
hx thouſand Years ago; we purſue Pleaſures in 1702, 
with the ſame Eagerneſs our Fore-fathers did in 1000, 
and even thoſe who acting by more high and divine Mo- 
tives fly Pleaſure, cannot avoid the Inclination: The 
Deſire of Glory, according to all Men, riſes alſo from 
Nature, becauſe it puts the Thoughts of all Men in a 
Ferment, it awakens their Induſtry, and enlivens them 
for Action; we all love to ſurvive the Grave, and hate 
that our Name ſhould be nail'd up in the Coffin: This 
Perſuaſion begun with Man, and has continued in his 
Blood without Variation, without Interruption ; it 
warms old Age, and fires Youth, it aſſaults the Peaſant, 
it captivates the Prince; thoſe who dare not fetch Glory 
from the Camp, purſue it at the Bar, they plead up their 
Names when they want Reſolution to fight them up; in 
fine, Nature is the ſamein all Men, it's ſtable, uniform, 
permanent; but Education is of another Complexion, tis 
always upon the Change; Time, Intereſt and Conqueſt 
eſtabliſh new Cuſtoms, they ſet up new Principles of Edu- 
cation, and proclaim new Maxims: The Conqueſt of 
William the Firſt forc'd England to bow to new Cuſtoms, 
as well as new Maſters ; it aboliſh'd the old Laws, toge- 
ther with the antient Kings, and our Education became 
French with our Governours: Look where you will, 
and you'll find Education always follow'd the Fortune 
of the State, the Subverſion of this was a Prelude to the 
Eſtabliſhment of that. | 

If therefore upon Inquiry we find the Inſtinct of a 
God has paſs'd untouch'd, through all the Revolutions of 
Times and Empires ; if it has bore up againſt the Fury 
of the moſt barbarous Conqueror; what can we con- 
clude, but that it is fix*d and rooted in Nature; but that 
God has ſtamp'd this Character of himſelf upon us, and 
that it ſprings not from the Principles of Education ? 
| Now I have already demonſtrated; that the Notion of a 
God poſleſs'd all Mens Minds from the ä or 
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Ages; that it has ſtood immoveable, amidſt all the Viciſ- 
ſitudes of Time, and all the Turns of Fortune: Empires 
have fallen either under the Weight of their own Great- 
neſs, or the Fury of the barbarous Conquerors: Nations 
have left Barbarity to take up Civility, and again aban- 
don'd Civility to replunge into Barbarity; they have quit- 
ted their old Habitations to ſeek out new ones, and loſt 
their very Language with their Liberty: One Cuſtom 
has juſtled out another, and Time has wore out that to 
make room for a third: Theſe ſtrange Revolutions have 
wrought no Change in the Belief of a Deity; it has 
ſurviv'd Empires, and prov'd more durable than the Co- 
loſſus of Rhodes, or the Temple of Diana; neither the 
Corruption of Nature, nor all the vain Attempts of 
Atheiſts, have been able to baniſh it from one Town, 
Village, or Family : The Notion of a God has made 
Mankind in all Ages, and in all Places fall before it, and 
thoſe Men who dare diſpute againſt him cannot forbear 
to tremble. Tis then moſt certain that either Man has 
no natural Propenſion, or that this Impreſſion of a fu- 
pream Being is one. 


In the mean time I do not doubt, but Education may 


Iimit our natural Inclinations, and rather tie them to 
one Object than another; for though naturally all Men 
propend to Pleaſure, yet what is agreeable to ſome, is not 
to others ; what touches ſmoothly my Organ, may grate 
upon yours. Domitian delighted himſelf with ſticking 
Flies, Nero with driving Chariots; ſome are for Venus, 
others for Bacchus: And this confining the univerſal Prin- 
ciple riſes either from Education, or Conſtitution, or 
both. Again, though the Defire of Glory be natural and 
univerſal, yet Education often aſſigns the Object; and 
hence it is, that Punctilio's vary with the Climate; ſome 


place their Glory in overcoming an Enemy, others in 


pardoning him ; ſome judge nothing more glorious than 
to ride at the Head of an Army, to ſack Towns, and 
drive Deſolation before them; whilſt others laugh at 
their Folly, and rap'd up in Speculation, think it more 
honourable to write of Wars, than to wage them : In a 
Word, Theomachus, you perchance perſuade your ſelf no- 
thing can be more illuſtrious than to defy God, whilſt 
Iam fatisfied the true Glory of every rational Creature 
conliſts in Obedience to his Commands, and oye 5 his 
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Perſon : Theſe are the Effects of Education, they vary 
with the Meridian, they become obſolete with Time, 
and, like Faſhions or Almanacks, grow out of Date. 

Let us fay the ſame of God ; though the Perſuaſion of 
a God be engrafted in Nature, yet Education may contri- 
bute to frame different Ideas of him, and to propagate 
various Worſhips: Some People fell before a Crocodile, 
others before a Ked. Cloth; the Romans worſhip'd Men, 
and ſome Indians the Devil: When once Ignorance had 
hatch'd theſe monſtrous Ideas of God, and Authority had 
given them Credit, Education ſpread the Errour, and 

handed it down to Poſterity: But the Notion of a Divi- 
nity preceded the Infection of Education, and Men be- 
liev'd a ſupream Being and a true God, before they ſet 

up the Statues of a falſe one. 


I grant that the different Sects which divide, and ſubC- 


divide Chriſtianity, owe their Propagation to Education; 
(1 mean generally) and what wonder? For Chriſtianity 
isa reveal'd Religion, its Myſteries lie above the reach of 
Nature, our Underſtanding cannot come at them, God 
himſelf has been pleas'd to communicate them, he has 
writ them on Paper, not on our Hearts, and we muſt 
hear them before we can believe them: Parents take care, 
either by themſelves, or others, to inſtill into their Chil- 
dren the Principles of thoſe Sects they profeſs, and to 
chuſe for them a Religion before they can make any 
Choice for themſelves: Thus moſt Men enter upon their 

Parents Religions, as they do upon their Eſtates, and re- 

ſolve that, which will convey them into an endleſs Mi- 

ſery or Happineſs, into meer Education : But the Exiſt- 

ence of a God is printed in our Nature ; we know it 

without the Help of external Revelation or Preaching ; 

we are our own Scripture, our own Apoſtles. 

But do not think, I deny Education can have any part 
in framing in us the Knowledge of a God; tho? it be na- 
tural for a Mother to love her Children, and for a Child 
to reſpec his Mother, yet Education concurs, this draws 
up thoſe reciprocal Duties in more lively Colours, and 
puts the laſt Hand to the rough Draught of Nature: Juſt 
ſo is our preſent Controverſy, tho* Nature leads us to 


the Knowledge of a God, yet Education haſtens it; this 


brightens oftentimes the Idea, and poliſhes it with In- 
ſtructions and Precepts: Thus, my Lord, I have return'd 
| | | an 
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an Anſwer to your Objection, and without the leaſt 
Grain of Partiality prov'd, that Atheiſts retreat in vain 
to Education. | | | : 35 
. Theo, What you deny to Education cannot be refus'd to 
Policy. This Whim of a God was hatch'd in ſome Clo- 
fer by a ſecret Functo of Stateſmen. It firſt if}u'd from 
the Court, and was probably poſted into the Country by 
Proclamation; Authority ſent it Abroad, Fear kept it 
Countenance, and at laſt the Stamp of Sovereignty pro- 
pagated it; the Trick took marvellouily ; the Apprehen- 
ſion of a Deity, the Terrors of eternal Pains, with the 
flattering Allurements of eternal Pleaſure, aw'd the Sub- 
ject into Obedience and Submiſſion ; and then theſe Ef- 
fects, ſo beneficial to Government, eaſily perſuaded Prin- 
ces to cheriſh. the Illuſion, and to keep up the Impoſture. 
Enuſeb, Good God! That Men ſhould be ſo wile to de- 
ceive themſelves ! Is the Belief of a God fo conducing to 
the buoying up of human Society ; ſo neceilary for the: 
ſuppreſſing of Diſorders, and the Converſation of a juſt 
Subordination ? ?T were then to be wifh'd, at leaſt, there 
were ſuch a Thing; and were I of the great Counſel of 
the Nation, I would offer a Bill to both the Houſes for 
the Extirpation of Atheiſts, who endeavour to deprive the 
State of ſo excellent an Inſtrument of Government. But 
'tis ſtrange, that Man, into whoſe Soul Nature, Chance 
or Neceſſity, or what you think fit to call his originary 
Cauſe, have breath'd ſuch a Sympathy to Commerce, 
ſuch an Inclination to Society, ſhould have left him ſo 
naked of thoſe Materials that are neceſlary for carrying on 
any ſtable Correſpondence, that he is forc'd to have Re- 
courſe to Fiction, to flie to Forgery, and to build the 
whole Frame of mutual Communications on Cheats, that 
are the Bane of Society, the Plague of Converſation, the 
Diſturbers of Peace, and declar'd Enemies to Order. 
Secondly, W hat Machiavel firſt rais'd this Spirit, that all 
the Power of Wit pointed with Debauchery, has never 
been able to conjure down? what great Nebxchodanozer 
rear'd up this gigantick Statue of a Deity, and then com- 
manded all People and Nations to fall down and worſhip it? 
Where did he keep his Court? In what part of the World 
did he reign? In what Olympiad did he live? A cre-+ 
dible return to theſe few Queries might poſſibly make 
tome Impreſſion on n Men: But an Hypothaſii _ ö 
5 the 
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the Air, that wants the Prop of Proofs, that is ſuſtain'd 
by meer Conjecture or Poſſibility, muſt fall to the 
round: Authority without Reaſon makes but a lean 
Figure, and if you intend to win our Faith, firſt ſubdue 

our Underſtandings. 
Thirdly, If the Notion of a Deity be a meer Trick of 
Stateſmen, a ſly Invention of Princes ; methinks they 
ſhould not ſtartle at the Monſter, they only fram'd to at- 
fright others; they may turn their Subject's Fears into Di- 
verſion, as well as Profit, and applaud their Cunning for 
this double Advantage of Obedience and Pleaſure ; but 
we ſee the contrary ; Stateſmen are no more ſecure from 
Throws of Conſcience than the Mechanichs, nor the 
Prince than the Peaſant; the Terrors of a God often 
riſe with the Charader; great Men moſt dread his Juſtice, 
becauſe they moſt offend his Goodneſs. I ask then, how 
thoſe who fourb'd others, become Dupes to their own 
Contrivances ? If by Szate-Magick they conjur'd up this 
Phantom, why do they tremble at it ? Did all the Prin- 
ces of the World die :z#teſtati, without making over this 
great arcanum Imperii to their Succeſſors? Were they 
cut off in one Night as the firſt-born of Egypt? Or did 
they intomb this grand Secret with their Bodies? A Man 
that can ſwallow theſe Abſurdities, rather wants Helle- 
bore than Arguments, and I would ſooner recommend 

him to a Phyſician than a Philoſopher. | 
Fourthly, That Hero of your Faction, the great Mr. 
Hobbs, that able Politician, who wheedled himſelf firſt, 
and then a conſiderable part of the Nobility out of Conſci- 
ence and Religion too: That Hobbs, I fay, who has left 
us a Draught of Government, I mean of Atheiſtical Po- 
licy, in Folio: Who knows as little what he ſays, as 
what he believes, crofles upon your Syſtem ; he rather 
lays the Knavery at theSubject>Door,than at thePrince's, . 
and affirms point Blank the ſetting up of a God was 
to drive home Liberty, and to pen up Sovereignty, to 
countenance Diſobedience, and to clip the Wings of Au- 
thority : It is impolſible, ſays he, a Common-wealth ſhould 
ſtand, where any other but the Sovereign hath a Power of 
e greater Keward than Life, and of inflicting greater 
 Puniſhments than Death; now ſeeing eternal Life is a 
greater Reward than the Liſe preſent, and eternal Tor- 
ment agreater Puniſhment than the Death of Nature, 5 10 
| . | | a thing 
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a thing worthy to be well conſider'd of all Men, that defire 
by obeying Authority to avoid the Calamities of Confufion 
and Civil War, and what is meant in Holy Scripture by 
Life eternal, and Torments eternal; and then he lays before 


his Reader as fine a Scheme of Life and Death eternal, as 


a Libertine can deſire, or an Atheiſt invent: According to 
this Gentleman, thoſe Princes that firſt ſet up the Notion 
of a God upon political Ends, were but puny Statiſts, 
they were as unacquainted with their Intereſt as the Max- 
ims of Ruling, for conſtituting a ſuperior Power, that 
could reward more liberally, and puniſh more ſeverely 
than they ; they ſuggeſted new Pretences of Revolt to 
their Subjects, and ſhew'd a Secret till then unknown, 
viz, that on Occaſions they might wat upon their Lea- 
ders, not only without Sin, but even with Merit : For 


in the Hypotheſis of a God, this Maxim is evident, God is 


to be obey'd before Man; now Experience teaches us, that 
Knaves can eaſily perſuade the Mob, any Injunction of a 
Prince that lies a little heavy, is againft God, and when 
once this Frenzy has ſeiz'd upon the Brains of the Vulgar, 


they flie to Arms, they ſlay out of Zeal, they butcher 


their Fellow- Subjects out of Devotion, and veil the Pre- 
rogative to Property, and the Crows to the Prong and 
Puch-fork : Theſe, I ſuppoſe, are the Reafons that move 
Mr. Hobbs to caution Princes againſt Religion, to queſti- 
on the Rewards of Virtue, and the Puniſhments of Vice: 
You ſee how you recede from the Opinion of Mr. Hobbs, 
and leave your Patriarch in the Lurch: It's unkind to 
treat a Gentleman with ſo little Ceremony, to whom you 


coe ſo much; he firſt brought Atheiſin into Credit, and 


like the Giant in the Fable, firſt war d openly upon Vir- 
tue, and then turn*d his Fury againſt Heaven: He mo- 
dell'd you into a kind of Society, who before rang'd about 
the World like the wild Tartars or Arabiaus, without 


Government or Order: Twas he firſt rais'd Impudence 


to a Science, Frenzy to Wit, and Infidelity to Religion: 
From him you borrow your Errors, and even Arms to 
defend them: Why then will you diſoblige a Man to 


whom your whole Fraternity ſtands indebted ? 


In a Word, the Belief of a Divinity could never be im- 
pos'd on Mankind by the Cunning of any Prince or 
Stateſman ; for when one Man attempts to over-reach a- 


nother, he has recourſe, without doubt, to Reaſon z now 
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I cannot perſuade my felf that Reaſon can invent a 
Cheat that Reaſon cannot diſcover ; for it's evident the 
Belief of a ſupream Being carries Dread and Terror a- 
long with it ; it humbles Pride, checks Lewdneſs, and 
curbs the pleaſing Sallies of Senſuality ; it preſcribes Laws 
to Intereſt, and Bounds to Pleaſure, it reſtrains Thoughts 
no leſs than Actions; then how can a Man in his Wits 
preſume, that upon the bare Propofition ot the Doctrine, 
without any ſcrious Examen, without the Recommenda- 
tion of plauſible Arguments, all Men ſhould ſwallow the 
Impoſture, and vote the Being of a God at the Expence 
of their darling and favourite Prerogative Liberty, of their 
Quiet and I ranquillity ? Before you can admit fo palpa- 
ble an Abſurdity, you muſt ſuppoſe all Mankind flung 
up their Rea ſon for Company-ſake, or run mad to.keep 
up the Frolick: You muſt ſuppoſe our Anceſtors were 
of another Speczes, than we, that their Inclinations croſs'd 
on ours, they plac'd their Pleaſure not in Enjoyment but 
Self-denial, their Liberty in Conſtraint, and their Hap- 
pineſs in I rembling. iT | 
But if you ſay they embrac'd the FTenets on Grounds 
fallacious at Bottom, but glaz'd over with the plaufible 
Varniſh of Sophiſtry and Paralogiſm ; it's ſtrange, that 
Reaſon after a hundred Attempts, for the ſpace of many 
Ages, has never been able to tear off the Diſguiſe, or to 
diſcover the Fallacy that was contrived by Reaſon: 
And yet it is more aſtoniſhing, that the univerſal Reaſon 
of Mankind has been wretchedly enſnar'd and blinded 
to ſo prodigious a Degree, as to take thoſe Proofs for 
reaſonable and ſolid, which upon the Principles of Athe- 
iſts were never able to give any rational Account of 
God's Exiſtence, either by his Effects or Operations: 
You cannot believe this, unleſs you believe that Reaſon 
it ſelf is unreaſonable, or that the Reaſon of all the 
World was over-reach'd by that of one crafty Politician. 
If you dare venture to clap in with this Abſurdity, I 
muſt confeſs your Faith is facile and comprehenſive in 
ſome Caſes, tho? ſtreight-lac'd in others; and you can- 
not refuſe to believe a God, unleſs you own it's in your 
Power to believe what is morally impoſlible, but not 
What is highly credible. To conclude, you have un- 
_ riddled the Secret; it's a meer State-Engine, you ſay, a 
petty Craft to fright ſome, and flatter others into Obe- 
dience; 
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dience; disband therefore your Fears, run from Conſci- 
ence, or out- grow it, place Good and Evil on the fame 
Level, for nothing can be Evil below, unleſs there be a 
ſupream Law-giver above. A Child will ſcream out at 
its Nurſe, under the Diſguiſe of a Vizard, but take it off, 
and he turns the very Object of Fear into Play and Di- 
verfion ; you have unmaſk'd the Fourbery, you have diſ- 
cover'd the Impoſture, why have you leſs Aſſurance than 
a Child; why leſs Diſeretion? Why do you {till ſweat 
under the Awe of a Deity, and ſometimes grean under 
the Laſhes of Conſcience ? If you have been gull'd into 
theſe Frights, diſcourſe your ſelf out of them ; Fear and 
Remorſe are not very entertaining: If a Syllogiſm or two 
would rid you of theſe Incumbrances, I would have you 
try Conclufions : But alas! Your own Breaſt confutes 
your Pretenſions, when you affirm the Impreſſion of a 
God is nothing but a Trick, your Tongue trembles to- 
gether with your Heart, and like a Criminal at the Bar, 
you avow the Fact by a faint Denial. . 

Theo. Vour Diſcourſe amounts to this, that no Error 
can invade and ſubdue all Mankind: Now can any 
thing be imagin'd more univerſal than Polytheiſm ? Did 
it not run through all Countries, as well as all Times? Did 
it not ſweep away the Rich with the Poor; the Philoſo- 
pher with the Illiterate ; and the Prince with the Pea- 
_ fant? Through what Gate did this profane Worſhip creep 
into the World ? If many Gods may be foiſted in, why 
not one? Does the Greatneſs of the Abſurdity facilitate 
the Impoſture ? Becauſe a Plurality of Gods ſhocks Rea- 
ſon more than an Unity, can Reaſon eaſier overlook the 
Contradicton? Does the Cheat lie out of Sight, becauſe 
a Child may diſcover it ? | A 

Euſeb. Polytheiſm, tho” it ſpread wide, was never 
univerſal : We know as ſure when it was not, and when 
it begun, as paſt Tranſactions can be known : The Me- 
mory of things paſt can only run down to us through the 
Channel of Tradition ; Authors both Sacred and Pro- 
phane mark its Origin; it takes its Riſe from the Tower 
of Babel, and the firſt Emperor was metamorphos'd into 
the firſt Deity : Nor did it infect all People; ſome Mil- 
lions of Fews deteſted the Sacrilege, and there are ma- 
ny probable Conjectures in ſpite of the Sorbone, that the 
Worſhip of one God continu'd in China two thoufand 
LY | B b 3 Years: 
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Years: But however, fince the Birth of Chriſtianity, Po- 
lytheiſm has loſt Credit and Empire, it only reigns 
where Ignorance and Barbarity domineer, and thoſe 
3 hug the Cheat who are willing to be de- 
ceiv'd. 
Moreover, the Philoſophers and wiſe Men of all Ages 
and Countries receded from the Multitude in this mon- 
ſtrous Veneration : Plato confeſs'd he was a Pohibeiſt 
when he ſpoke in jeſt, but a Theiſt when he ſpoke in ear- 
neſt : Cicero rallies the State Theology. and drolls upon thoſe 
Gods in his Books he ador'd in the Capitol: Sexeca bur- 
leſques the Multiplicity of Divinities ; and, in a Word, 
all the Heathen Divines as well as Poets, evidently demon- 
ſtrate, that thoſe believ'd in any Gods, who follow'd Cu- 
ſtom, and thoſe in one who obey'd Reaſon : So that, 
tho? the wiſe Men were not guilty of the Error, they were 
of the Sin, becauſe they ſwam down the Stream with the 
Vulgar, they burnt Incenſe to Stones, offer'd Victims to 
Statues, and approv'd in their Actions what they con- 
demn'd in their Judgment. | 5 
Nay, if we believe Tertullian, the very Multitude in 
their ſudden Frights look d up to Heaven, not the Capi- 
to]; and invok'd one God, not many: Whence we may 
draw with him this Inference, that Nature profeſs'd one 
God, whilſt Corruption and Ignorance allow'd of zhirty 
Thouſand: But beſides, in vain you beg univerſally of 
the Vulgar; the Vote of the Multitude ſeparated from the 
Approbation of the wiſe, is no more to be regarded than 
the Opinion of Bezhlems ; their Authority can be of no 
greater Weight than that of Children, who have Reaſon, 
but cannot uſe it: They know as little what they do, as 
why; they act by no other Rule than Paſſion or Cuſtom ; 
like frighted Sheep one treads on the Heels of another, 
and the Miſtake of the firſt is follow'd by that of the 
whole Flock : In fine, they judge at Random, take things 
upon T ruſt, and ſtamp Truth and Falſhood with the fame 
Impreſſion; and fo leave us no Marks to diſcover the 
Impoſture. | | | 
But again, your Argument is ſo far from enervating 
my Diſcourſe, that it confirms it : People had never a- 
dor'd falſe Gods, had they not been firſt perſuaded there 
was a true one; as a Picture ſuppoſes ſome real Original, 
ſo a cqunterfeit Excellency ſuppoſes a real one: 3 
Would 
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would counterfeit Guineas if there was no ſuch Coin? 
Or cheat the World with falſe Diamonds if there were 
no true ones in Nature ? 'The Heathens ador'd falſe Gods? 
I think we may therefore with a great deal of Proba- 
bility infer, that Nature taught them there was a true 
on. 

Now it's no hard Task to conyince a Man that will 
ſtoop to Reaſon, that Polytheiſm might eaſily be ſet on 
Foot by Craft, Policy, or Corruption, though the Belief 
of one God could not: Firſt, To ſatisfy the Senſes, Men 
made God Viſible: Secondly, To content the Imagination, 
that could not crowd all the Perfections of God in one 
Idea, they multiply'd the Divinity; then Blindneſs 
growing upon them with the Superſtition, thoſe things 
that were intended to repreſent his Perfections were ap- 
plied to Men; and then Darkneſs ſeiz'd upon them to 
that Degree, that they deified Diſeaſes, and ador'd thoſe 
Obſcenities in their "Temples, they durſt not name in 
civil Company. Laſtly, To favour their Paſſions, and to 
give full Wing to unreaſonable Appetites, they placed 
Adulterers in Heaven, Strumpets on Altars, and ador'd 
all Vices, that they might be exempt from the Practice 
of all Virtues ; for who durſt condemn what they ador'd; 
or puniſh what they worſhip'd? What Crime might not 
be committed at Home with Honour and Impunity, that 
was reverenc'd in the Temples with Proſtitution and 


Victims? | x 
But if this Account does not pleaſe. you, pray attend, 


and I hope you will receive full Satisfaction. Polytbeiſm 
is a Sin of the deepeſt Dye, and therefore we cannot 
imagine Men plung'd into the very depth of Wicked- 
neſs without previous Diſpoſitions. Crimes, like natural 
Bodies, do not ſhoot out in a Moment, but leiſurely: Ne- 


mio repente fit poſſimus. Idolatry like all other monſtrous Of- 


fences came upon us by Degrees; firſt Men carv'd Sta- 
tues, then they honour'd them, and, in fine, ador'd them ; 
and as the Cauſe of making them was various, ſo that of 
deifying them was alſo: A Father, ſays the wiſe Man, 
afflicted with untimely Mourning, when he had made 
the Image of his Child taken away, now honoured him 
as a God, which was then a dead Man ; and ſome fell 
into ſo deſperate an Ignorance, as to erect Statues and 
Altars to thoſe very Perſons they mourn'd for ; a con- 
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{tituted Ceremonies for the Dead as Cures for the Grief 
of the Living. Sacra fadta ſunt que faerunt aſſumpta Ho- 
latia. Min. belix. | 

In ſome Places Idolatry ſprung from the Pride of Prin- 
ces, who ſubſtituted their Statues to ſupply their Preſence, 
and commanded their Subjects to pay their Repreſenta- 
tive the Reſpect due to their Perſons ; and this Worſhip, 
though civil in its Origin, ſwell'd into Adoration by the 
lervile Flattery of ſome, and the ſtupendious Blindneſs 
of others; and when once the Gate flew open to Illuſion, 
Idolatry ruſh'd into the World like a Torrent, and bore 
down all before it. Nebuchodonozor would be ador'd 
whilſt he liv'd: Ale ander obtain'd Worſhip of the Per- 
ſiaus, but could not of his Macedonians ; theſe to ſet up 
their Valour would never own their King was a God, 
the others deified their Conqueror to palliate the Shame 
of their Defeat: The Roman Caeſars lov'd rather to be 
fear'd while they liv'd, than adored; they would firſt die 
before they would be thought immortal, and pretended 
no right to Sacrifices till Death cut off all Claim to Go- 
vernment; but then the ignorant Multitude and fawning 
Magiſtrate plac'd their Princes above the Stars, and built 
Temples to thoſe whom they ſtabb'd-in the Senate, or 
flung into the Common: ſhores. | 

In other Places, Polytheiſm and Kolatr came from 
Gratitude; the People dedicated Statues to thoſe famous 
Men, who firſt founded their Cities, or improv'd them, 
who fram'd Laws, or invented Arts; and in Proceſs of 
Time, the exterior Marks of Gratitude became Divine 
Worſhip: If you doubt of theſe Occaſions, let me re- 
commend to your peruſal Lactantius, Philaſtrins, Arno- 
bius and Min. Felix, and J am confident you will urge no 
more for Satisfaction: Now if you ask me why the No- 
tion of one God could not be impos'd on Mankind by 
Iznorance, Stupidity and Cuſtom, as well as Idolatry and 
Polytheiſm ; ; Ican only defire you to ſpend a Moment's | 
Reflection on what I have ſaid already. + + 
+ Theo. I perceive then you will not admit it noſible, 
that any Error can be univerſal: Pray do not balance 
plain Matter of Fact with Speculation. Did not all the 
World believe the Antipodes impoſſible? And do not the 
Clowns of all Nations to this Day, take the Moon of os 
to be t ten times bigger than the fi d Stars * . 
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Euſeb. Whether an Error can be univerſal or no, is 
not my Concern ; tho' Ariftozle denies it, and tho” it can 
never be made out by any Fact, that ſuch an Error is 
poſſible, yet if a Confeſſion will be any Advantage to 
your Cauſe, pray take it; however, I maintain, that the 
Perſuaſion of a God cannot poſſibly be ſuch; and I think 
that the Aſſertion is made pretty clear already; yet to 
fatisfy Doubts, and to cut off all Reply, I add an Argu- 
ment, which has all the Appearance of Conviction. 

There is a natural Light in Man's Underſtanding, that 
never deceives him; but then there is a Prejudice that al- 
ways does; were we exempt from this, we ſhould ſel- 
dom be in the wrong; and were we diveſted of that, we 
ſhould never be in the right; we cannot throw our Mi- 
ſtakes on any in-bred Quality of the Intellect, for then 
falſe Judgments would be natural to it, and ſo we might 
take up with the Scepticks, and doubt of all Things, or 
rather we ſhould be affured of this alone, that we were 
always in Error. 

There are two Sources of Error, the one exterior, 
which may be reduc'd to Example, Education, and So- 
phiſtry; theſe exerciſe a ſtrange Empire on the Under- 
ſtanding, they impoſe upon it to Admiration, and almoſt 
force it into Error by propoſing Objects under falſe 
Light: Hence it comes, that Lewdneſs in hot Countries, 
and Drunkenneſs in cold, paſs for Peccadzlly's, altho' in 
themſelves they are great Offences: The interior Cauſes 
are three, the Senſes, [magination, and Paſſion, and any 
of theſe are able to propoſe things in borrowed Colours, 
and repreſent them to the Underſtanding quite different 
from themſelves; thus a Star having been repreſented to 
us from our Cradle no bigger than' a Candle, we have 


found ſome Difficulty to be diſabuſed, not being able to 


reconcile the ſmall Idea we take from our Senſe, to that 
vaſt one we receive from Reaſon ; our Imagination has 


been ſo employ'd in Matter, that it gives even Spirits its 


Properties; we are no more able to imagine our Souls 
without Extenſion, than a Mountain without a Valley; 
the Will being engag'd by Paſſion, biaſſes the Under- 
ſtanding, and forcing it to judge true whatever ſtands for 


our Advantage, leads us into a thouſand Errors; and then 


*tis very hard to diſcover the Miſtake, when *tis our 
Intereſt to be deceiv'd: Now, I fay, the univerſal 
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Belief of a God cannot be aſcribed either to the exte- 
rior Cauſes of Error, or to the interior: The firſt of 
the Aﬀertion ſtands firm on thoſe Reaſons I have alrea- 
dy brought; the ſecond I prove beyond a Poſſibility of 
_ doubting. cs | 
The Belief of a Deity cannot with any Colour of Rea- 
ſon be ſuppos'd to flow from any of theſe general Ori- 
gins of Illuſion; if it be rather contrary than conform- 
able to them, if they rather prompt us to believe there is 
no God, than that there is one; for what Error can 


ſpring from thoſe Cauſes, that have no Proportion to it, 


that rather ſtifle than foment it? Now, I appeal to 
Atheiſts themſelves, whether they owe not a great part 
of their criminal Incredulity to Senſe, Imagination, and 
Corruption of Heart; they have been ſo long accuſtom'd 
to juggle by Senſe, that they ſeem to have loſt the Fa- 
culty of Reaſoning; they reject as Sophiſtry or empty 
Speculation whatever cannot fall under Senfation ; they 
tell us, they cannot admit God to be the Object of their 
Faith, becauſe he cannot be that of their Senſe; their 
Imagination is loſt in the Survey of his Eternity and 
Immenſity, they cannot frame to themſelves any toler- 
able Idea of his Eſſence, nor what he did, nor where he 
was before the World's Creation; and then this Nonplus 
of the Imagination puzzles the Underſtanding, and ſo 
they deny his Being, becauſe they do not conceive his 
Eſſence, Attributes, and Occupation: In fine, the taint- 
ed Inclinations that tyrannize over the Heart, level all 
their Engines againſt God's Exiſtence, becauſe this Truth 
curbs their Inſolence, and if it does not correct their Ir- 
regularity, at leaſt it abates their Violence. 
Let therefore all the World, if you pleaſe, for many 
Ages deny the Antipodes, let them believe the firſt Stars are 
no bigger than the Flame of a Taper, or that the Moon 
equals the Sun; the very Hypotbeſis favours me; this uni- 
verſal Miſtake aſſures me almoſt above Demonſtration, 
that thoſe who confeſs a God are not deluded: For fix 
thouſand Years the Senſes have brought negative Argu- 
ments againſt the Exiſtence of a Divinity, Imagination 
has conjur'd up a hundred Difficulties, and thrown as 
many Prejudices in our way, the extream Wickedneſs of 
moſt Men has made zo God their Intereſt, and it has con- 


quer'd their Deſires, and corrupted theſe Wiſhes : Vet in 
| | ſpight 


J 
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ſpight of Senſe, in ſpight of Imagination, maugre all 
the Bribes of Senſuality, the Flattery of Appetite, and 
Violence of Paſſions, that always raiſe Doubts in the 
Face of Evidence, in the Preſence of Demonſtration, the 
Belief of a God has ſtood unſhaken, it has ſubdu'd the 
moſt obdurate, enlighten'd the moſt ſtupid, ſcar'd the 
moſt profligate, and overcome the moſt rebellious ; all 
Nations, in all Ages, have acknowledg'd his Being, and 
even thoſe who pretend to be Atheiſts cannot clear them- 
ſelves of Doubts; their Fears are more certain than their 
Judgment, and they quake before the Nothing they 
laugh at. | ; 

udge now whether the Belief of a God can be the 
Effect of Prejudice, ſeeing it was upon the very Princi- 
ples of Error, and maintain its Empire over the Judg- 
ments of Men, meerly becauſe no Prejudice can with- 
ſtand it. I conclude therefore, this univerſal Conſent, 
this harmonious Concord of Men in Cuſtoms different, 
oppolite in Intereſt, and almoſt contrary the one to the 
other in Complexion, as well as Features, cannot pro- 
ceed from any Thing, but the Conviction of a Truth 
God breath'd into our Souls when he eſpous'd them to 
our Bodies; he twiſted it with our Nature, and ſo has 
fenc'd it againſt the Aſſaults of Time, Cuſtom and In- 
clination ; he has aſſur'd it againſt the falſe Intelligence of 
Senfe, and the confounding Impreſſion of Imagination: 
You may as ſoon debauch the Sun out of the Zodiacł, 
as this indelible Truth out of your Heart, or diſpute an 
Ethiopian white, as reaſon a God into a Chimera: No 
Armour is Proof againſt the Point of this Truth, there is 
no Shelter againſt the Force of this invincible Argument. 
Opinionum commenta delet dies. Nature judicia confirmat . 
Time wears out the Fiction of Opinions, and unmasks 
the Falſity of ill- founded Perſuaſions; but then it cor- 
roborates the Dictates, confirms the Judgments of Na- 
ture; and when a Notion has ſtood the Trial of all Na- 
tions, and endur'd the Teſt of all Ages, tis a Sign it 
iprings from Nature, not from Caprice or Illuſion. 


DIA. 
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From the univerſal Conſent of Nations, it follows, that 
this Propoſition, there is a GO P, can be no more douht- 
ul than this, there was ſuch a Man as Ceſar. 


2 beom. OU fancy, I ſuppoſe, I am come over to 
I you, and turn'd a thorough-pac'd Convert; 
you have ply'd me ſufficiently with Words, but notat all 
with Reaſons. © n 
Euſeb. T is eaſier to aſperſe Truth, thi to confute it: 
When I began the Conference, if you remember, I en- 
gag'd my ſelf to give you, convincing Proofs of a God, 
but not Wit to underſtand them : I have done my Part, 
and if they make no Impreſſion, you muſt accuſe either 
your Incapacity or Obſtinacy, not the Weakneſs of the 
Argument. A Man that has no Eyes, or ſhuts em, may 
grope in the dark at Noon-day, and if he blunders into 
a Precipice, he muſt diſcharge the Sun, and lay his Miſ- 
fortune on the Indiſpoſition of the Organ, or the Folly of 
his own Will: I have diſcover'd Truth, and laid it as 
open as Demonſtration will permit, now you very grave- 
ly tell me, you can't diſcern it; you may at the ſame 
Rate accuſe Euclid, and turn his Demonſtrations into 
Paralogiſms, you may ſay Pythagoras has ſham'd human 
Reaſon with his famous Diſcovery, and that he was too 
liberal when he gave a Hecatomb for a Sophiſm. I tel! 
you again, I have not aſſaulted your Judgment with Fal- 
| lacy or Sophiſm, but with naked Truth: A Child may 
ſee it, and no Man of Reaſon can deny it; it's too evident 
to be overlook'd, and too ſtrong to be withſtood ; you 
may as well doubt whether. there was ſuch a Prince as 
Ceſar, as call in queſtion the Being of a Deity. 
Theo. Hold there: Ino more doubt of Cæſar's Being, 
than of my own; it's not in my Power to diſſent from 
either. 3 | 
Exſeh. I ſuppoſe you make this publick Confeſhon to 
avoid Singularity, or that ſome under-hand Deſign has a 
greater Stroak in your Confeſſion, than Conviction, ; 


Theo, 


Theo. Nothing but Evidence draws out the Confeſſion, 


cannot doubt when Demonſtration aſſures me, and 1 


muſt waver, if bare Conjectures ſupport me. 


Euſeb Pray, by which Propoſition of Mathematicks 


do you demonſtrate Ceſar was? 
Theo. You are in a Vein of Bantering ſurely ; paſt Mat- 


ters of Fact neither require, nor are capable of Mathe- 


matical Proofs, they are not to be made out by $:2xs or 
Tangents, they ſtand on the Baſis of Authority, and are 


only convey'd to our Knowledge by Tradition: Now I 


ſuppoſe the joint Conſent of all Men, and all Ages, is 
able to make any paſt Tranſaction credible. | 

Euſeb. Your Arithmetick runs too high; what do you 
talk of all Men? The tenth Part of Mankind has heard 
leſs of Ceſar, than of Domiugo's Voyage to the Moon: 
If you ſend Hae and Cry after this great Conqueror into the 
Country, nine Parts of ten will take him ſooner for a 


Highway-man, than an Emperor, and rather ſuppoſe he 


had taken.a Purſe, than conquer'd the World : Other 
Countries of Europe are as little acquainted with this 
Hero as ours: He is abſolutely loſt to Cina and Fapan; 
his Feats never ſwarm over into America, and his Obſcu- 


rity even in Aſia and Africa is far greater than his Renown 
his Memory is only confin'd to Books, it lives among 


Pedants and School-Boys. | 

Theo. Tis true, but the Tradition, tho' not phyſically 
univerſal, is morally ſo; and this ſuffices to make the 
Fact certain. 

Euſeb. Nay, Sir! I am abſolutely for you, and did you 
not believe there was ſuch a Man as Caeſar, I ſhould 
perſuade you to turn Auchoret, to take up in Foreſts, 
and forſwear all human Society ; for in Reality, you 
will be as ill rigg'd out for Converſation as Baflves or 
Buzzards ; but then if upon leſs Grounds you believe 


there has been ſuch a Man as Ceſar, why do you refuſe 


to believe a God upon greater? 

Theo. What! Do you pretend the Motives that prove 
a God are more cogent, than thoſe that prove Ceſar 
has been? EY | 


Euſeb. I do: For not a tenth Part of the World has. 


ever heard of Ceſar, and every Man from the firſt Ori- 
gin of Things, I fay, every Man that has been able to 
diſcourſe, to link together Antecedents and . 

| as 
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has confeſs d there is a ſupream Being; ſo that if we ap- 
al to Number, and put the Iſſue of the Controverſy to 
ote, the Being of a God carries the Day: As there is 
not Proportion between the Authority that ſtands for Cæ- 
ſar, and that which ſtands for God; ſo there can be no 
Compaſſion between the Certainty of one, and of the 
other. | 
Beſides, thoſe who atteſt Cæſar has been, had no Inte- 
reſt to deny it; they got no more by his Being, than by 
his not Being ; the one did not advance their Fortune, 
nor the other recoil it: But a conſiderable part of thoſe 
who avouch for a God, were intereſted in his not Being, 
they were Men ſunk in Lewdneſs, and loſt in Debauche- 
ry, their Hands were dy'd in Blood, Rapine and Sacri- 
lege, and their Hearts defil'd with the moſt crying Abo- 
minations; they wiſh'd there were no God, becauſe 
they liv'd as if there werc none; their Intereſt voted 
him down, yet their Judgments could not. The Rack 
of their wounded Conſcienees told them, there was a 
God ; and though they apprehended his Juſtice, they had 
not the Boldneſs to diſown it : If therefore thoſe Men 
deſerve more Credit who ſpeak againſt their own Inte- 
. Teſts, than thoſe who do not, this ſingle Circumſtance 
makes the Being of God more certain than that of 
Ceſar. n 
Theo, There is Excedens and Exceſſum; if we go to 
polling, you may perchance gain the Suit, but if to Evi- 
dence, the Cauſe is mine. The Authority of a few built 
on Evidence weighs ten times more than the Authority 
of many deſtitute of Reaſon. Thus the Caſe ſtands be- 
tween you and me; more witneſs for God, than for 
Ceſar ; but then the Authority of thoſe who maintain a 
God is ſupported by Fancy alone and Caprice. 
Exſeb. That is, all Men eſpouſed the Belief of a God 
without Reaſon. What! Can a Man affirm ſuch an ama- 
Zing Impoſſibility, and boggle at any Thing? A wiſe 
Man may ſometimes be impos'd on by ſubtle Appear- 
ances, he may graſp a Shadow for the Subſtance, and 
take counterfeit Reaſon, as well as adulterate Coin : But 
to ſay all Mankind took up the Belief of a God on a 
Frolick, without Reaſon, nay, againſt the Intereſt of the 
greater Part, is to ſuppoſe them ſtruck at a clap with 
the Spirit of Folly and Madneſs ; *tis to ſuppoſe them 
8 ; 8 irrational, 
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irrational, and by Inference, not Men; and what can 


Fancy frame more prodigious,. than that a Man of Parts 

ſhould believe this epidemical Lunacy without any 
Ground or Reaſon. If Caprice has ſent about this Frolick ; 
if it has poſted it away to every Corner of the habitable 
World; methinks we have right to expect it may play 
little Pranks in things of another Nature. Why have 
the Gentry never yet flung Tewksbary Muſtard Balls into 
their own Houſes, and toſsꝰd the Frenzy thro* the whole 
Nation? Why have they never conſpir'd the Ruin of 
Vintners by withdrawing their Cuftom, or ſuppreſs'd the 
Imus of Court by compoling Law Suits a Þ amiable? 
Could we ſee Aſſociations carry on theſe petty Frolicks, 
we might perchance have ſome Inclination to think more 
univerſal] were poſſible, but till you give me an Inſtance, 


you muſt pardon my Incredulity. 


Now *tis time to take into Conſideration your pre- 
tended Advantage: The Proofs for Cæſar's Being are re- 
ſolv'd, ſay you, into the Evidence of Senſe, thoſe for 
God's Exiſtence are not; therefore the Authority that 


ſtands for Ceſar, exceeds that which ſtands for God, in 


the ſame Proportion that Certitude drawn from the Per- 
ceptions of Senſe, ſurpaſſes the Certitude taken from any 
other Faculty. | 

Firſt, Suppoſing the Evidence which ſtands for Ceſar 
be greater, tis falſe Zogick to conclude, that the Evi- 


. dence of a God, grounded on the moſt univerſal Conſent 


that ever was in the World, is inſufficient to ſecure a 
wiſe Man from Doubt : For certainly ſomething below 
ſupream Evidence will ſuffice; and if you will not grant 
me this, it evidently follows, you cart be ſure of nothing 
but what you ſee; for the Experience ef your own Eyes 
is ten times more convincing than that of another, let 
it be apply'd to you by the moſt full Authority that can 
be imagin'd. | 
Secondly, You cannot refuſe your Aﬀent to the Exiſt- 
ence of a God upon account that the univerſal Autho- 
rity of Mankind is not founded on Senfation : For then 
you undermine and blow up the Foundation of Atheiſm, 
and apoſtatixe from Incredulity ; for either you are an 
Epicurean, or Ariſtotelian Atheiſt, id eſt, you believe the 
World was compos'd by Chance of Atoms, or was ab 
æterno: Take which you pleaſe ; if the firſt, pray tell 
me, 
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me, did you ever ſee thoſe Atoms? Did you ever view 
their Motion? Was you preſent when they danc'd the 
Hay; or produc'd the World by a Turn of Barnaby? 
Did at leaſt either Epicurus or Democritus allure their 
Scholars they ſaw . this Scuffle? Can they tell us the 
Names of their Generals; the Number of their Squa- 
drons, or Battalions? How Iong the Conflict laſted ? And 
upon what Articles the Peace was agreed on? If the ſe- 


_ cond, I delire to know what ocular Certainty you have 


of the World's Eternity ; could any Man be preſent at 
this ſtrange Production before he was, id eſt, could he 


_ exiſt before Eternity? Theſe Things go down with 


Atheiſts without chewing, without examen; they believe 
'em, tho' no Body ever ſaw *em, and what is yet more 
admirable, without any Authority to recommend 'em, 
nay, in ſpite of Authority, and againſt the moſt evi- 
dent Conviction of Reaſon; but when the Queſtion is to 
believe a God upon the univerſal Conſent of all Nations, 


| back'd with all the Force of Reaſon, they beg our Par- 


don, they cannot captivate their Underſtanding to the 
Belief of a thing that has never been ſeen? Is this to 
build on Principles? Yet, without doubt, you treat 
Principles as the Presbyterians did the Government in 
Forty-Two, who pretended to ſettle it on a ſtable Bot- 
tom, yet fairly over-turn'd it. 

Thirdly, Did you not tell me, you requir'd ſuch Proofs 
only for a God as the Matter was capable of? That he 
muſt be a Fool or a Madman, that would not believe 
there was ſuch a Place as Conſtantinople, unleſs it could 
be demonſtrated by Mathematicks; or deny'd a God, 
becauſe he did not fee him? For to believe the Being of 
Conſtantinople upon no other Terms than Demonſtration, 
or of God upon no Evidence but that of Senſe, is to 
require a Conviction not poſſible; for God cannot be 
ſeen by a corporeal Eye, nor can the Being of Conſtanti- 
nople be evidenc'd by Euclid: So that the Authority for a 
God cannot be enervated, becauſe it is not reſolv'd into 
Senſe : For ſuppoſe he did exiſt, and ſtriv'd to manifeſt 
himſelf to Mankind, he never could expoſe his Eflence 
to the Eye, fo that you muſt either ſay ſuch a corporeal 
Teſtimony is not neceſſary for a thorough Conviction of 
his Being, or that his Omnipotency cannot ſufficiently 
manifeſt it; take which you will ; that cuts off your Re- 
: treat, 
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treat, and this plunges you into the Abyſs of Abſurdity 
and , ag" 

Foarthly, Though Ceſar was the Object of Senſe, this 
Circumſtance cannot poſſibly have any Influence on your 
Belief: This ſtands meerly on the Baſis of Authority; 
for if I ask you, why you believe there was ſuch a Man 
as Ceſar ? You mult anſwer, becauſe Tally and others 


| liv'd and convers'd with him: If I enquire farther, how 


you know they liv'd and convers'd with him? You muſt 
reply, becauſe they ſay ſo in their Writings: So that the 
ultimate Motive of your Belief is their Authority, partly 
deriv'd to you by their Books, partly by the concurring 
Teſtimony of intervening Ages; and this will appear 


more palpably; if we ſuppoſe Tally and the reſt of thoſe 


Authors, who tell us they were particularly acquainted 
with Ceſar, in reality never knew him, and ſo impos'd 
on the next Age, which propagated the Cheat by a con- 
tinual Tradition down to our Days : For till in this Hy- 
potheſis you would believe there was ſuch a Man as Cæſar. 
Why? Becauſe you have the ſame Authority ; ſo that 
their ſeeing Ceſar, or not ſeeing him, has no Influence 
7 your Aſcent, their Word and Credit alone ſways your 
Judgment. | 

But, Laſtly, I ſay that God hath been both ſeen and 
heard, as much as a Spirit can poſſibly be of thoſe Senſes, 
and fo the Authority of a God is not only of a farther 
extent than that for Ceſar, but it alſo leans on Reaſon ; 
and what makes moſt for our preſent Purpoſe, on the 
Evidence and Convictian of Senic. | 

Theo. This indeed is a hardy Undertaking, and worthy 
of ſuch a Hero; if you bring it to a happy Concluſion, 

ou will undermine Atbeiſm, or at leaſt confound it? 
ut I doubt of the Succeſs, and I fear your Enterprize 
will vaniſh into Miſcarriage. | 

Euſeb. For all that, Sir, I do not deſpond : Your pro- 
phetick Enthuſiaſm will prove in the End as fallible as 
your Reaſons, and you will be as much out of your 
Prognoſtication, as your Philoſophy. 

I will not here infiſt upon all the Appearatices God has 
been pleas'd to make in this World; ſinee he created it: 
T ſingle out one, which Infidelity it ſelf muſt believe: 
Tis recorded in the 19th Chapter of Exodas, and hap- 


pen'd three Months aſter that miraculous Delivery of the 
. __ 
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Children of IJſrael from the Servitude of the Egyptians, 
I do not pretend to impoſe this Book on your Belief, as 
the Word of God ; you might then perchance accuſe 
me of your own Faults, and fay I only prove the Theſis by 
begging the Queſtion in Debate: Take it as a Story, and 
fling it not among the Fables, till you have prov'd it one. 
When: the Hoſt of Jirael, ſays Moſes, came into the 
Defart of Sina, it encamp'd in the fame place, juſt againſt 
the Mountain ; then God commanded Moſes to tell the 
People, that within three Days he would deſcend upon 
the Mountain, and talk to the Army: The third Day the 
Clouds began to gather, Thunder roar'd, Lightning flaſh'd, 
and celeſtial Trumpet ſtruck all the Army with Fear and 
Amazement ; then God came down in the Shape of 
Fire, and the whole Mountain open'd a Scene of Terror ; 
the Army trembled, and all the Fews ſunk under the aw- 
ing Majeſty of their Creator; they heard his Voice, they 
ſaw the Flames that environ'd him, they were both daz- 
Zzled and frighted with his Glory, and fo deputed Moſes to 
know his Will, and to receive his Commands: He took 
his Brother Aaroz, and Seventy-two others, who all ſaw “ 
the God of Ifrael; he trod on a Footſtool compos'd of 
Sapphires like a ſerene Sky. This is in Subſtance the 
Narration of Moſes, and the Circumſtances of this glori- 
ous Apparition : It could not be a Trick of State to 
fright the Mobile into Obedience, no ſubtle Invention 
contriv'd in a Cloſet, or refolv'd on at a Counſel- Table; 
here was no acting under Board, or out of Sight, three 
Millions of Men were Spectators, and that they might 
not afterwards take it for a Dream, or ſuſpect it for Illu- 
ſion, it continu'd many Days; ſo that they had time for 
-Examen and Criticiſm. | 
Now 1 argue thus; there was, you ſay, ſuch a Man 
as Ceſar, and you believe it, becauſe that Tradition, 
which conveys down to you this Truth, is reſolv'd into 
Senſe, which cannot be deceiv'd ; but a more univerſal 
Tradition conveys down to us the Being of a God, and 
this may be alſo refoly'd into Senſe; therefore the Autho- 
rity for a God is greater than that for Ceſar ; therefore, 
if upon Authority reſolv'd into Senſe, you believe there 
Was ſuch a Man as Ceſar, upon a more univerſal Autho- 
rity refolv'd alſo into Senſe, you may and ought to believe 
there is a God. 1 
£0 
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Theo. I ſuppoſe, if there be a God, he is neither Smoak 
nor Fire ; if then thoſe old Gentlemen ſaw Smoak and 
Fire only, they could not ſee God; nay, he is neither 
made of Sapphires, nor falls under Shape or Figure. 
Euſeb. What does this Anſwer prove, but that Atheiſts 
uſe their Reaſon to abuſe it? You cry out for Evidence 
of Senſe, I fend you to Myſes for Satisfaction, you read 
a Piece of the 19th Chapter, ſhut the Book, and then 


with great Coolneſs tell me, the Iſraelites law not God, 


but Fire and Smoak ; and *tis true; but God was under 
that Fire and Smoak ; he has no Organs, yet fram'd a 
Voice; and how will you have him manifeſt himſelf to 
Senſe, but by ſomething that lies within the Sphere of 
Senſe? Alas, Sir, a Spirit is too thin to entertain our 
Eyes or Ears, tis removed out of their Ken; the one 
faſtens on Colours, and the other on Sound, and both 
bring us Intelligence from Matter : If ſuch Evidence will. 
not ſatisfy you, all I can fay is, Atheiſts are a ſtubborn 
Generation, and nothing but Hell-Fire will render them 
ſupple; we may pray for them indeed, but cannot hope 
to convert them. 

But, Sir, thoſe Gentlemen who convers'd with Cæſar, 
what did they ſee ? | 

Theo, What ſhould they ſee but Ceſar? 

Euſeb. Was Cæſar a Subſtance, or a Complex of Ac- 
cidents ? 

Theo. You have'left the Pulpit to fit in the Chair of 
the Scorner ; becauſe you cannot reaſon me into an Im- 
pertinence, you will try to laugh me into one. Well, 
Ceſar was a Subſtance, as we are. | 

Euſeb. I ſuppoſe he was neither Colour nor Sound. 

Theo. That is certain. 

Euſeb. And pray what have you ever ſeen but Colour; 
or what have you ever heard but Sound? By your own 
Confeſſion, therefore, Ceſar has neither been feen or 
heard: So that we are ſtill upon pretty equal Terms. I 


do not ſay this Compariſon runs on all four, there may 


be found ſome Diſparity, but it will not invalidate the 
Retortion : For I find no Difference, but that thoſe Ac- 
cidents Ceſar appear'd under, were natural to him, 

whereas thoſe that inveſted the Divinity were nor. 
Theo. Pray fatisfy a Doubt or two; the Story is ſtale, 
and being toſs'd about three thouſand Years, probably 
Ce Jet 
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tolt nothing. Again, this ſtrange Paſſage might be foiſted 
into the Text by a crafty Rabbi; and in Time, what 
Aſſurance have you the Fact is true? 
Euſe b. Firſt, The Story is ancient; true: But then Anti- 
quity and Truth are not [ hope incompatible ; though Pi- 
ctures may miſrepreſent by Nearneſs or Diſtance, Hiſtory 
hes no ſuch nice Point as Proſpective: If it had, Atheiſm 
would lie under no favourable Circumſtances, it would 
have no Play for it ſelf, no, not the Skirmiſh of Atoms, 
or the World's eternal Duration : For without doubt, 
the Battle between theſe inviſible Legions was fought be- 
tore Moſes's Days; and then 'tis pretty clear, Eternity is 
of a ſtaler Date than Exodus: If therefore the Antiquity 
of the Story ſtartles your Belief, the Relation of the 
World's Beginning by the fortuitous Coition of Atoms, 
or its independent Exiſtence from Eternity puzzles mine: 
*T'is ridiculous and unreaſonable to except againſt a Fact 
or Book, meerly becauſe they are ancient; for if the 
Exception be receivable, you muſt fling up all Right to 
your C.ejar, we muſt ſhaxe Hands with Livy, giving up 
Plutarch, and confine our Reading as well as Credit to 
new Almanacks or Gazettes, | 
Again, a Fact that has brav'd Time, that has ſtood the 
Criticiſm of four thouſand Years, and triumph'd over all 
ine Examens of intervening Ages, carries a certain Air of 
Truth, that makes Impreſhon on the moſt obdurate Un- 
dcrſtanding ; whereas upſtart Facts are rather examin'd 
by Paſſion thati Reafon, they are maintain'd and deny'd 
by oppoſite Inteteſts; both ſides raiſe a Duſt, and then 
in the Dark *tis hard to diſtinguiſh Truth from Falſhood. 
The very Story I mention'd has ſharpened the Pens and 
exercis'd the Wits of all Ages; all thoſe Pagan Philoſo- 
phers that entred the Liſts againſt Chriſtianity, firſt truck 
at the Pentateuch, they aim'd at the Few:ſhLaw, to wound 
that of Feſus Chriſt; but their Attempts were baulk'd, 
they fell in the Enterprize ; and when they could not diſ- 
prove the Fact, they blacken'd it, and aſcribed that to 
the Power of Magick, which could only be the Effect of 
the Omnipotent. You have the Liberty to ſteer by 
their Example, you may father this Apparition on the 

Devil, but then what will you gain but Confufion ? For 
Ci! if you admit a Devil directly, you grant a God by Illa- 
1 tion; a Devil and a God are in a manner — 
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To the ſecond; if this Apparition might be foiſted in 
dy a crafty Rabbi, by the ſame Reaſon all thoſe Pallages 


in ancient Authors, where Ceſar is mention'd, might have 


been foiſted in alſo ; ſo that if a bare Poſſibility has Force 
againſt me, it has as much againſt you: Belides, if we 
conſider the Care the eus took to avoid ſuch Surpriſes, 
we may be morally aſſur'd, no Corruption, no Alterati- 
on could poſſibly be contriv'd : Twelve Copies were ta- 
ken for the Twelve Tribes, then every Tribe drew as 
many more, as there were particular Synagogues in each 
Tribe; nor was this Task committed to the Care of pri- 
vate Coples, but to Notaries, Scribes, and Overſeers ap- 
pointed by publick Authority ; when every Copy was re- 
view'd by the whole Congregation, *twas Jaid up in the 
Treaſury of the Temple, under divers Locks, nor was it 
lawful for any without Commiſſion to touch them: Be- 


| ſides, to Obviate Falſifications, the Laws of the Land pu- 


niſh'd with preſent Death thoſe who ſhould dare to add, 
to diminith, alter, or corrupt the ſacred Text: What can 


ſecure a Book more againſt Corruption, than ſo great a 


Circumſpection, ſo great a Caution ? Or can you prove 

that any profane Hiſtorian was fenced ſo ſtrongly againſt 

= Aſſaults of Time; or the Miſtakes of Ignorance or 
alice? | 


To the third; I have all the Aſſurance the Fact is true, 


as the thing is capable of, without a ſpecial Revelation: 
It was not acted in Darkneſs, but in the Sight of three 
Millions of Men: This Spectacle mixt with Terror and 
Majeſty, did not flaſh by, like a Lightning, but continu- 
ed many Days; ſo that the People laid not under a Sur- 
priſe, but had time to call all things to a cool Exa- 
men: Again, this Apparition mov'd them to receive a 
Law clog'd with Ceremonies, and fill'd with Precepts: 
We may eaſily ſuſpect the Preſence of their Maſter ra- 
ther forc'd them to accept it, than their Inclination, and 
that they ſubmitted to the Yoak with Regret, becauſe 
they caſt it off in a Moment. Now what three Millions 
ſaw and heard, Moſes committed to Writing; then he 
read the whole Law to the People, who ſwore to obey 
it: From theſe Spectators, partly by written Tradition, 
and partly by oral, we have receiv'd the Fact; ſome 
have defended the Truth of the whole Book with their 
Blood, and the moſt learned Men of the World with 
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their Pens. What greater Proof can, not Reaſon only, 
but Obſtinacy require? Compare the Certainty you have 
of Ceſar, with the Evidence I have brought for this, and 
you will find it inferior: Three Millions ſaw God and 
heard him, not half that Number had a Sight of Ceſar, in 
all Probability, and as few ever heard his Voice : The 
Authority for the one, 1s at leaſt as great, as that for the 
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1 other: No Man had any Intereſt to deny Ceſar, a thou- 
. ſand to deny the Books of Moſes, that have endeavour'd 
to ſuppreſs, and confute them. Emperors have pointed 
1 the Pagan Arguments with Swords, Racks, and the Hor- 
g 5 ror of moſt cruel Torments, yet Chriſtians, without Num- 
Wl ber, have rather expos*d their Bodies to the Flames, than 


7 thoſe Books to the Fury of Executioners ; they choſe ra- 
N | ther to loſe their Lives, than deny thoſe Truths they con- 
tain'd : Now mult not thoſe People be pretty ſure who 
prove Truths with their Blood? who defend Facts, not 


11h with a Syllogiſm, but the Torture ; and preſs home their 
1 Arguments with Suffering? This way of Diſpute per- 
5 chance may not agree with your Temper, and, I be- 
| lieve, you would rather deliver up your Ceſar, than hang 
46 for him ; but however, you may meaſure the Value other 


1 Men put on their Lives, by the Price you rate your own 
n at; and you may conclude, they would never part with 
1 | them without good Reaſon, and an urgent Neceſſity : 
| In fine, we may ſafely preſume the Fact is true, becauſe 
all Antiquity has thought ſo, and 'tis Madneſs to oppoſe 
| our Paſſion, or Reaſon againſt the Reaſon of the Chriſtian 
| World. 

Theo. You grant ſome have queſtion'd thoſe Books, 
and by conſequence the Fact in Controverſy ; but no 
Body has been fo abandon'd of common Senſe, as to ſtart 
a Doubt about the Being of Cæſar; therefore if a Fact 
|; never queſtionꝰd be more certain than one that has been 
{ controverted, in ſpight of all your Arguments, *tis more 
4 certain there was ſuch a Man as Cæſar, than that God ap- 
. pear'd to the People of Iſrael. N 
| Euſeb. The queſtioning the Fact does not take off 
| from its Certainty ; unleſs the Motives on which it ſtands 
| be found doubtful and weak upon Trial. Ts the Poſhbi- 
lity of Motion leſs certain becauſe Zeno deny'd it ? Is 
this Principle, quid libet eſt vel non eſt, leſs evident, be- 
cauſe ſome doting Philoſophers abjur'd it? Are e 
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ted to ſay, Snow is black, becauſe a Fool affirm'd it? 
No, Sir : In ſpight of thoſe filly Coxcombs, theſe things 
ſtand ſtill upon their antient Bottom ; and will, till Men 
pull out their Eyes, or turn off their Reaſon. If the Be- 
ing of Ceſar has never been brought to Examen, tis be- 
cauſe Mankind has no Intereft in him : Whether he was, 
or was not, brings no Alteration into the World; things 
go on after the ſame Method in either Hypotheſis : And 
though indeed he made ſome Figure eighteen hundred 


| Years ago, he makes none at preſent, but on the Stage: 


But ſhould a Gentleman put in Claim to ſome Eſtate in 
Vertue of a Grant from Jalius Ceſar, our Lawyers 
would not only plead Preſcription againſt it, but prove by 
the Statutes even of William the Third, his famous Ex- 
pedition into Britauny was the pure Invention of Recu- 
ſants, Enemies to the Government; nay, that the very 
Perſon is Fiction, Impoſture and Deſign. Tis more cer- 
tain there was ſuch a Man as Ceſar, than that God ap- 


pear'd to the People of Iſrael. 


A Gentleman in ſome Diſorder fetching up a great Sigh: 
Alas, Sir, ſaid he to Euſebius! What do you mean? Why 
raiſe you Ghoſts from the other World to haunt poor 


Creatures, and have no Power to conjure them down ? 


Muſt our Torment make up your Diverſion ? Can't 
you be pleas'd unleſs we are frighted ? Nor at eaſe unleſs 
we groan upon the Torture ? The moſt happy Life de- 
ſerves rather Pity than Envy; and what we can procure 
by a thouſand Cares, is only to render our ſelves leſs mi- 
ſerable: Why then do Divines continually importune us 
with ſtrange Diſcoveries of another World? Why damp 
they our Pleaſure with Stories of Hell ; and terrify our 
Imagination with ghaſtly Landskips of a tormenting E- 
ternity? Either prove theſe amazing Tenets ſo clearly 


that we cannot deny them, or promiſe Silence that we 


may not hear them. Your Arguments raiſe Doubts, but 
cannot quell them ; they alarm my Fears, but have not 
the Power to diſſipate them. 
Alas! Sir, reply'd Euſebiuts, what would the Silence 
of Divines avail, unleſs you could gag Nature, and 
ſilence your Conſcience ? Tho? you flie from the Com- 
merce of Men; tho? you mew your ſelf up in Rocks and 
Dens, the very Stones proclaim his Being ; the Winds 
whiſper it, and Solitude proteſts you are within God's 
OD Cc4 Domi- 
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Dominion. Omnes homines vident Deum; the very Blind 


fee him, and the Deaf hear him. DO 
Tis ſtrange, anſwer'd the Gentleman, that ſo many 
flaſhing Wits in the Court and Town ſhauld overlook 
ſo long this Divinity, which ſtands before them. Muſt 
Ot out their 2555 to ſee him; or turn Fools to find 
him; 3 1 
I doubt not, ſaid Euſebius, but Hhite-Hall and Ken- 
ſington are well: ſtock'd with Wits. I grant the Town 
is not unprovided ; but then I maintain their Blindneſs 
proves a God, and that Infidelity is a juſt Puniſhment of 
their Crimes. For make a Survey of all thoſe Wits, and 
you will find them not only without Grace, but almoſt 
without Conſcience. So ſoon as their Reaſon bloom'd, 
they proſtituted their Innocence, and ſhew'd they were 
Men by acting like Devils. As Alexander counted the 
Battles he fought by the Wounds he receiv'd ; ſo theſe 
may calculate up the Moments of their Lives by the 
Enormities they commit: Every Action affronts Nature, 
and cries aloud for Vengeance. If therefore there be an 
Author of Nature, is it not juſt he ſhould take the Cauſe 
of Nature in Hand, and reyenge the Injury on thoſe that 
did it? And what more terrible Revenge can he take, 
than to ſtrike thoſe blaſphemous Salmoneans, thoſe im- 
pure Sardanapalus's as he did the Sodomites, with the Spi- 
rit of Blindneſs? Percuſſit eos cœcitate a minimo nſque ad 
maximum: Then to withdraw the Light of his divine 
Face from their Eyes, and ſo to permit them to walk in 
Darkneſs and Ignorance, and then only to acknowledge 
their Errors, when they feel the Puniſhment of their 
Crimes? 5 „ | 
Now that their Infidelity cannot proceed either from 


want of Motives, or of Wit, *tis pretty evident. They 
have the Conſent of Mankind, id eft, of Nature: They 


have the Confeſſion of their Conſciences from within, 
the Teſtimony of every Creature from without. Theſe 
glare ſuch a Light on the moſt ſtupid Underſtanding, 
that they cannot reſiſt the Force of the Impreſſion. Your 


Firſt- rate Wits of the Court examine, you ſay, all thoſe 


Arguments; they contemplate the great Werld, and the 
leſs ; they turn up every Stone, ranſack every Corner of 
the Univerſe, without being able to diſcover any Traces 


of a Deity. What can you infer, but that there is a God 


above, 
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above, who takes an Inventory of the Actions of the 


Children of Men, who puniſhes their Rapines, their Im- 
purities and Blaſphemies here by confounding their Judg- 
ments, who caſts ſuch a Gloom over their Underſtand- 
ings, that they can't ſee what Children diſcern; that they 


grope in Darkneſs, whilſt they walk in Light, and call out 
for Proofs of his Being, whilſt they are turrounded, and 


almoſt oppreſs*d with Demonſtrations? In a Word, Sir, 
do not conclude there is no God, becauſe the topping Ge- 
nius's of the Court do not ſee him; ſay rather there is 
one, becauſe they do not ſee what all the World, both 
civiliz'd and unciviliz'd, ſee and adore ; ſay their Igno- 
rance is a juſt Puniſhment of their ſcandalous and pro- 
voking Offences, and that the only way left theſe aban- 
don'd Debauchees to come to the Knowledge of a God, 
is to take off the Curſe by flying to Repentance. | 

He was going on, but Theomachns interrupted him; 
tis time, ſaid he, to ſound a Retreat, we have been this 
Morning on hot Service; after ſome Civilities Euſebius 
left the Company, and the next Day took up again the 
Conference, which continu'd ſome Days. 


DIALOGUE XVI 
The ſecond Proof drawn from the Exiſtence of the World, 


| which by unqueſtionable Authority is ſhewn to hate been 


made. 


Each. J Have prov'd the Exiſtence of a God from the 


L innate Characters of his Being, ſtamp'd on the 
Hearts of Men; I come now to a ſecond Proof, which he 
has laid before our Eyes, that he might convince our 
Senſes as well as our Reaſon, and manifeſt himſelf by 


his Works to the incredulous, ſeeing he cannot appear in 


Perſon. We ſee a moſt ſtately Fabrick call'd the World, 
vaſt in Extent, and admirable for Beauty: The Earth is 
ſtock'd with innumerable Beaſts, the Air with Birds, the 
Sea with Fiſhes ; ſome ſeem made meerly for Man's 


Profit, others for his Pleaſure, and many for Oſtentation. 


The Firmament glitters with a thouſand Luminaries, 
{heir Bulk vies with their Luſtre, and their Beauty with 
$5 „ _ . ö . doth: 
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which is to out-ſhoot Abſurdity it ſelf. 
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both: The Sundazzles us with his Glory, and over-powers 
our feeble Eyes with an Exceſs of Majeſty; it's the grand 
Arbitrator of Time; it divides Moments into Ages, Years, 
Months and Days, it regulates Seaſons, preſcribes bounds 
to Winter, and limits to Summer, and by its Acceſs and 
Receſs makes em. The Moon with her bright Legions of 
Stars, that ſpangle the Firmaments, gilds Darkneſs, and 
filvers over thoſe Shades of Horror, and fo turns Night 
it ſelf into a Theatre of Pleaſure: But what raiſes my 
Amazement is, that this gigantick Machine is compos'd 
of almoſt infinite Parts; yet all are fo artificially con- 
triv'd, that one fits exactly the other; nay, they are en- 
dow'd with contrary Inclinations, they are always at va- 
riance, they draw into the Field one againſt the other, 


yet thoſe particular Feuds hinder not an univerſal Peace, 


nor thoſe private Diſcords a general Harmony. Now, 
Sir, I aſk you from whence this glorious Piece of Archi- 
tecture came? Who laid the Foundations of the Earth? 
Who rais'd the towring Mountains, and hung thoſe vaſt 
reſplendent Bodies of the Sun, Moon, and Stars in thoſe 
liquid Regions above? Who azur'd the Firmament? 
Who enamel'd the Meadows with a thouſand different 
Flowers, that embalm the Air, raviſh the Sky, and per- 


fume the Smell ? | 


Theo. Indeed the World is a lovely Fabrick, and the 
Contrivance ſeems admirable, ſo that ſome have father'd 
the Work upon an infinite Wiſdom : T confeſs this Opi- 
nion is more plauſible than true; it goes down with the 
unthinking Vulgar, yet Men who hate to take things up- 
on Truſt, who ſtick not on outward Appearances, but 
follow Effects up to their Origin, are of a different Sen- 
timent. | | 


Some fay it caus'd it ſelf; but, methinks, this is 2 


Piece of the rudeſt Nonſenſe that ever was invented, it 
makes a thing act before it was, and gives a Being before 
it had any ; nay, it ſuppoſes a thing to be, and not to 
be, the fame Inſtant ; and fo allows of a Contradiction, 

Others are inclin'd to Epicurus's and Democritus's Sy- 
ſtem; theſe ſay the Matter is eternal, which having an 


infinite Space to ſupport it, began to ſcour about, and 


after a thouſand Encounters by a moſt happy Caſualty, 
chop'd upon this regular Frame: Indeed a Man muſt 0 
5 0 
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of a very credulous Complexion, that can ſwallow this 
Folly ; tis to loſe time to enter upon a Confutation: 
Methinks, ſometimes we might ſee Books compos'd by 
Chance, as well as this great Folio of the World; and 
Pictures alſo may ſtart up by ſprinkling the Colours at 
random. | | | 
Others, in fine, maintiin the World is eternal a ſe, 
without any other Cauſe but its own Nature; *tis a ne- 
ceſſary Being, and independent; and as it had no Begin- 
ning, ſoit can never have an End: *Tis in vain to run 
after a Cauſe diſtinct from its own Nature, it is its own 
Architect and Work, the one is the ſame with the other. 
To theſe Philoſophers I give my Approbation, this is my 
Sentiment; you have liberty to bring your Exceptions 
againſt it. | 
Euſeb. I fay the World was made in Time, an infinite 
Being drew it out of the State of pure Poſſibility, and 
plac'd it in that of Actuality : His Power ftretch'd out 
the Heavens, and ſpread a Canopy of Azure, embroi- 
dered with Stars, over the Earth: Wiſdom contriv'd the 
Parts, and with a ſtupendious Artifice put them together: 
His Goodneſs prompted him to communicate himſelf to 
a Multitude of Creatures; his Prudence mark'd out the 
Employment of every Part of the Creation; it aſſign'd 
them their Work, and appointed them their Stations. 
Suppoſing there was a God, this Account would be very 
reaſonable, for this great Work would not exceed the 
Skill of the Workman, infinite in Wiſdom, Power and 
Goodneſs. 7 
Now the preſent Controverſy can be decided only by 
two Ways; either by Authority or Reaſon. If therefore 
Authority ſtands by me, and not at all for you; if ſolid 
Reaſon takes my Side, and wholly abandons yours; and 
if beſides you are not only deſerted by Reaſon, but preſs'd 
by thoſe very Difficulties, or greater, you oppugn me 
with, I hope you will be ſo juſt to Reaſon and your ſelf, 
35 to come over to Truth, and to confeſs and adore that 
(od you now deny. Let me therefore aſk you, is your 
own Opinion back'd with Authority ? e 
Theo. I confeſs the Authority is not full nor cogent, 
et all Ages have furniſh'd Men, who ſtood up for the 
World's Nene Neither indeed ought we to put the 
Iſſue of the Cauſe upon Authority, in ſuch an endless 
1 | | ; Series 
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Series of Ages, many unforeſeen and unavoidable Acci. 
dents may eaſily have interrupted the Courſe of Tradi- 
tion, as Plagues and Inundations, which without doubt 
have more than once almoſt depeopled the World, and 
turd it into a Solitude: Beſides, want of Tradition for 
the World's Eternity rather proves it was eternal than 
not: For if the World was always peopled, there could 
be no common Spring from whence the Tradition ſhould 
rſt riſe, and then ſpread over the Univerſe. 
Euſeb. I grant the World's Eternity may have found 
Abetters in moſt Ages, but their Authority is inſuffici- 
ent; there were a certain kind of Fanatick Philoſophers 
like our Atheiſts, who liv'd on Fancy, and open'd by 
Imagination; they examin'd Facts by Caprice, and found- . 
ed their Tenets on meer Conjectures, but yet their Opi- 
nion favours not yours. For tho' Ariſtotle was a great 
Stickler for the World's Eternity, and, as he confeſſes, the 
frſt of all Philoſophers that broach'd the Whim ; yet he 


acknowledges it was made by God, and flowed from his 


Power, as Light from the Sun; yet this Hypotheſis ſeem'd 
ſo oppoſite to the receiv*d Opinion of all Greece, that an 
Action of Blaſphemy was brought in againſt him, Conimb. 
J. 8. Phyſic. c. 2. quod unum Deum docuiſſet contra Pa- 
zrios ritus de Idolis & multitudine Deorum, & quod Mun- 
dum ſempiteruum enunciaſſet, quem initio Temporis con- 

ditum tota Eræcia putabat : And the Epicureans who held 
the Matter eternal, thought it far more conſonant to Rea- 
ſon, to leave the rare Contrivance and Diſpoſition of the 
World to Chance, which finiſh'd and put the laſt Hand 
to this admirable Architecture in Time, than to aſcribe 


its Origin to any inherent Independency, 


Si nulla fuit Genitalis Origo | 
Terrarum & a ee æterna ſuero, 
Car ſupra bellum Thebanum & funera Troje 
Non alias alii quoq; res cecinere Poetæ. | 
5 . Thus an Epicurean Poet, 


And I think I may defy you to produce one ancient Phi- 
loſopher, one Man of Senſe that ever durſt take upon him 
the Defence of your Theft; and yet we ſcarce find any 
other Abſurdity without an Advocate ; but to clap Inde- 


pendency on a Being, whoſe Perfections are confin'd, ſeems 
| too 


to the firſt Principles of Reaſon, that they durſt not un- 
dertake it. You do therefore well to put your Cauſe 
upon Reaſon, for you muſt loſe it, if you ſtand to the 
Verdict of Tradition: Indeed, as you tay, if the World 
had been eternal, the Memory of its Eternity might 
have been buried in an endleſs Series of Revolutions 
and Succeflors; but what does this prove? Only what 
might have happen'd, not what really is to come to 
als. 

/ What you fay is true, vix. that if the World was al- 
ways peopled, there could not poſſibly be any common 
Spring from whence the Tradition ſhould firſt riſe, and 
therefore no Tradition for the World's Eternity can be 
expected; this, I ſay, tho' ſuppos'd true, can avail you 
nothing againſt a poſitive Tradition that the World was 
made and had a Beginning, , | 

Theo. And how do you make it out? 

Euſeb. As paſt Matters of Fact are made out, v:z. by 
Hiſtory : And in the firſt place Ariſtotle quoted above, 
does acknowledge that the moſt ancient Writers held the 
World was made, and that Tradition did confirm Peo- 
ple in the Perſuaſion, that God made all Things: The 
Scythians and Egyptians were of this Opinion, the Indians 
and Phxniciaus concurr'd with them, to ſay nothing of 
the Grecians who look'd upon the contrary Opinion as 
Innovation, nay, and a kind of Hereſy or Blaſphemy. 

And if we take a turn into America, if we enter the 


Foreſts and Wilderneſles of this vaſt Region, we ſhall 
find the Peravians and other Barbarians of this Sentiment; 


indeed ſome had very extravagant Notions of the Crea- 
tion, but what can be expected from Men half turn'd 
Beaſts, but Extravagance? Yet they concurr'd with usin 
this, that God fram'd and modelled the World. 

Secondly, The firſt Hiſtorian, and as authentick as ever 
writ, gives a long Account of the World's Beginning in 
Geneſis. I do not intend to put this Book upon you as 
divinely inſpir'd, give it but the Credit of a Hiſtory; this 
I only aſk, and this you cannot refuſe with Juſtice, ſee- 
ing he has been eſteem'd by the Fews and Chriſtians, 
not only as a Divine Hiſtorian and Legillator, but alſo as 
a Prophet, | 


Now 
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too monſtrous an Enterprize to wiſe Men, ſo contrary 
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Now ſuppoſing the World was created, tis natural 
to think the firſt Man would leave his Children, and 
thoſe to their Poſterity a Tradition of ſo remarkable a 
Tranſaction; nor could this Conveyance be hard, eſpe- 
cially when in the World's Non- age, three Men alone, 
Methuſulem, Shem, and Iſaac could carry on a Tradition 
from the World's Creation almoſt to the Iſraelites De- 
ſcent into Egypt. 

Again, ſuppoſing ſuch a Tradition, it might be expect- 
ed the firſt Writers ſhould put it on Record. Now, this 
has happened; Moſes the firſt Hiſtoriographer has deſcend- 
ed to Particulars; and as his Narration is reaſonable, fo 
withal it carries a certain Simplicity that perſuades. Be- 
roſus, Orpheus, Homer and Triſmegiſtus follow'd Moſes in 
Age, as alſo in the Delivery of the World's Beginning: 
What they receiv'd from their Predeceſſors, they handed 
down to their Suceeſſors, and by this means the Opinion 
that the World had a Beginning carries all before it: 
The whole Body of Chriſtians believe it, the Mahome - 
tas and Fews, though they vary from us in other Points, 
agree with us in this; and all Nations whoever acknow- 
ledg'd a God, own he was the Contriver of this great 
M aſter- Piece of Power and Wiſdom. 

Now to go againſt the Tide of Tradition, ſo ancient, 
ſo univerſal, and withal ſo rational, upon no other 
Ground but meer Conjectures, or bare Poſſibilities, is 
Raſhneſs to exceſs, and the very height of Folly; tis to 
prefer the Reaſon of one Man before that of all Man- 
kind, to brand his whole Species with the Infamy of a 
fond Credulity, and to paſs Judgment upon them, that 
they are throughly qualified for 8 5 

ut again, if ſo full a Report will not ſatisfy you, 
you muſt pen up your Knowledge in a narrow part of 
the World, you muſt forſwear not only all Acquaintance 
with paſt Actions, but even with remote ; and what 1s 
worſe, you muſt fall below that Station a Creature en- 
dued with Reaſon ought to keep : For when Reaſon 
gives me as great a Satisfaction about the Being, or not 
Being of a Fact, as Reaſon requires, *tis Imprudence to 
doubt: And a Man mult take Pleaſure to fret and diſ- 
oblige his Underſtanding, that will not acquieſce to ſuch 
an Evidence. Now our preſent Controverſy isa paſt 
Matter of Fact: We have put it upon Witneſſes: Anti- 
quity 
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uity ſtands for me ; and -all Nations agree in the Main, 
though they vary in ſome Circumſtances. To theſe con- 
current Teſtimonies you oppoſe naked Surmites, or pure 
Poſſibilities; or elſe you ſabpœnaà a Brace or two of Atheilts, 
or a Pack of African and American Brutes, who are 
ſcarce able to underſtand the very State of the Queſtion, 
and know as little of paſt Tranſactions as of thoſe that 
are to come. I now appeal to your own Judgment, whe- 
ther a full "Tradition be not as good a Conviction, that 
the World had a Beginning, as the Nature of a thing 
paſt requires? And whether your Counter-Witnefles, 
who depoſe on Conjecture, would biaſs an upright Judge 
in any Court of Judicature, againſt a Cloud of others 
Superior both in Wiſdom and Probity. | 
Beſides, I add another Circumſtance very material, 
and which deſerves a little Reflection. If the World 
had been made in Time, by the Power and Wiſdom of 
God, we could not expect a more full Tradition of its 
Beginning than we have: Therefore on this very Ac- 
count we have all the Reaſon to preſume it had a Begin- 
ning. I prove it thus; Firſt, It cannot be imagin'd, but 
ſome would ſtand up againſt it. Mens Judgments are 
as various as their Faces, and their Underſtandings ſeem 
no leſs bizar than their Humours. Some deny things, 
becauſe every one believes them. They love Singularity 
in Opinion, as well as in Modes, and will no more en- 
dure a Rival in Thinking, than in their Amours, Others 
are of a martial Complexion, they love to ſend their 
Brain upon Expeditions, and are temerarious enough to 
attack Demonſtration. They follow Truth, as Con- 
ſtables do Malefactors, to arreſt it, and rail againſt it, as 
the young Athenian did againſt Alcibiades, becauſe every 
one applauded him; they idolize Wit, but are ignorant 
of its Definition, and ſo, like Dray-men, place it in claſh- 
ing and contradicting. Others ſteer their Judgments by 
the Compaſs of Intereſt : One would think their Under- 
ſtandings had truck'd Natures with the Will, and that it 
had remov'd its Lodgings from the Head to the Heart. 
Whatever flatters theſe Mens Vanity, or pampers their 
Inclinations, is always true; but if it frowns upon their 
Paſſions, or checks their Liberty, it muſt be falſe. Hence 
It comes that thoſe Truths that even flaſh Conviction, 
-and captivate Reaſon, the very Moment they are _ 
0 
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ſtood, oftentimes find Oppoſition, and are ſtigmatiz d 
with Fallacy, becauſe too clear to be prov'd. One would 
think hat the Part is leſs than the Whole is pretty plain, 
and that a Man muſt have a flender Portion of Wit, not 
to conceive it; yet a late Mathematician call'd it in Que- 
ſtion, degraded it from the Quality of a Principle, and 
threwit amongſt the Fry of vulgar Errors. Tis impoſſi- 
ble to frame a Propoſition more clear than this, It's im. 
Poffible the ſame ſhuuld hoth be, and not be at the fame Time. 
Yet if we believe Ariſtotle, ſome Philoſophers deny it; 
and that no Folly might want a Patron, as I have faid al- 
ready, Zeno would not admit Motion. Now if Men diſ- 
believe firſt Principles, if they reject Truth when it ap- 
pears in dzfabrle, and overlook it when it ſtands before 
them; what Wonder they don't fee it at a Diſtance, 
when it appears by Proxy, and is conveyed only to us 
by Tradition ? If we will not credit our own Eyes, we 
may very well ſlight Authority, for certainly they are able 
to give a more exact Account of Things, than Traditi- 
on: They diſcover Truth in Perſon ; we receive not 
their Intelligence at ſecond-hand, but ſee Objects in 
their proper Colours, without Maſk or Varniſh. Tho 
therefore the World was made, we could not expect 
(without a Miracle) a more univerſal Tradition, than 
we have of its Beginning. | 

Secondly, Nor ought the fabulous Opinions about the 
Creation to prejudice the Truth of the Fact; for ſuppoſing 
it true, thoſe would have ſprung neceſſarily from the groſs 
Ignorance of Barbarians: When a Story has paſt through 
two or three Hands, how unlike is it to the Original? 
Every one ſhapes it to his own Inclination : Some Cir- 
cumſtances are loſt, others added; and nothing remains, 
but the Effential: If a Truth be diſguiſed in a Day, we 
muſt not wonder it ſuffers Alteration in the Space of fix 
thouſand Years ; eſpecially among thoſe Nations who are 
ignorant of Letters, who are bred in Ignorance, and live 
in Brutality, who know no more'of Time paſt, than 
of foreign Countries, and take as little Pains to cultivate 
their Underſtanding, as their Soil. 

Theo. But by your leave I could fingle you out ſome 
Traditions of a very ancient Date, and of far lefs Con- 
ſequence than the World's Creation, that paſs current 


without Opportion; for Example, who ever yogi 
| there 


Pp 
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there were ſuch Men as Alexander or Ceſar ? Now it the 
World had a Beginning, why ſhould not- the Memory of 
{ wonderful a Fact remain as untverſal as that of Caeſar 


or Alexander ? 
Euſeb. Firſt, If we went to polling, I believe thoſe 


who ſtand for the World's Creation would carry it, for 


this is acknowledged by a hundred Nations that never 
heard of thoſe two Princes. | 

Secondly, If none have endeavoured to out-face the 
World, that there never were ſuch Men, 'tis becauſe the 
Conteſt was too inſignificant ; and beſides, which way 
ſhould a Man ſet upen the Enterprize? He could expect 
no Relief from Reaſon. For alas! All the reaſon in the 
World can never ſhew they were, or were not : He 
could therefore only have Recourſe to Tradition, and 
where could he find any Pretence to ſet on foot ſo much 
as an innuendo they never were; unleſs he could hit up- 
on an Expedient to ſeize all the Records, that mention 
thoſe Emperors, and then condemn them to the Fire ? 
But it was the Intereſt of all Atheiſts to deny the World 
ever had a Beginning. Nay, *twas abſolutely impoſſible 
for them to admit Creation, and reje& a Creator; and 
then that Principle, ex #ihilo nihil fit, was a great Sup- 
port, not only to Atheiſts, but Philoſophers ; and no 
doubt, if that Principle be true, the Matter at leaſt may 
be eternal. Here you ſee that Intereſt might move ſome, 
and apparent Reaſon others, to ſtand for the World's 
Eternity, but neither could invite a Man to queſtion ei- 
ther Alexander or Ceſar. 

To ſum up therefore the Force of my Argument in 
ſhort: I fay, our Controverſy muſt be tried either by 
Teſtimony or Reaſon, the firſt is the proper Court for 
pronouncing upon ancient Facts, and the moſt uncorrupt 
Tribunal. I have prov'd that the Torrent of Tradition 
runs for me; that the moſt antient Writers, as well as 
the moſt recent; the moſt learn'd, as well as the moſt 
pious; the moſt poliſh'd Nations, with the moſt incult, 


Witneſs for me. Whereas none but a Pack of Atheiſts, 


or ſome wild Barbarians, or at moſt a Brace of whimfi- 
cal Philoſophers, famous for nothing but Singularity, 
dare appear in your Defence. If ſuch an Evidence be 
not ſufficient to prove a Fact, pray tell me what is? If 


you require more, I myſt conclude you are unreaſonable; 
| Dd | becauio 
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becauſe you call for a greater Conviction than the Sub- 
ject will bear, or can be expected without Miracle; and 
I tuppoſe Miracles would as little befriend your Cauſe as 
1 radition. - 


DIAL GE AVIL 


The Atheift ſuppoſing the World's Eternity, ſuppoſes an in- 
finite Series of Generatinas poſſible; now it being ten 
time more Probable, that ſuch a Series is impoſſible, he 
muſt be guilty of the higheſt Irmprudence to venture his 
Soul upon ſuch an Uncertainty. | 
HE World, you ſay, was poſſible ab eterno a ſe; 
therefore it was ab eterno a ſe. I affirm it was not 
poſſiole ab eterno a ſe ; therefore it was not ab æterno a ſe, 
Our Poſitions are contradictory, and ſo are our Proofs; 
for you barely aflert and prove Nothing, and I will prove 
by Re on whatT aſſert. | 
The», Before you proceed, let me deſire you not to 
meddle with Iufiail um. Though you raiſe a hundred Bat- 
teries againſt infinite Succefſions, you'll only go off with 
Labour and Diſappointment. Your Philoſophers have 
undertaken my Defence on that Side, and I know not 
how you'll ſtorm their Reaſons, or level their Authority. 
Yet, till this be done, there's no coming at me: There- 
fore I counſel you not to raiſe your Battery on that Side. 
Euſeb. I confeſs the Pride of ſome Philoſophers, and 
the litigious Humours of others, have been kind to Athe- 
iſts: For in Reality, Philoſophy is no more a Science, 
bur an Art of Jugling. Philoſophers queſt more after 
new Opinions than 'I'ruth; And he is the Man, not 
that ſearches into the Bowels of Nature, but that dreſles 
and tricks up Notions in the beſt Poſture of Defence a- 
| An Oppoſers; and if he can handſomely embroil a Que- 
ion, or dares offer Words for a ſolid Anſwer, or im- 
peach Truth of Sophiſtry, he deſerves to be pointed at: 
Digito monſtrari & dicitur hic eſt. Thus ſome have aſlert- 
ed the Poſſibility of an Infinity a&Zz, in ſpite of receiv'd 
Principles that oppoſe it. They ſhroud the Weakneſs of 


their Reaſons under the Obſcurity of the The/ss Som 
| ; ſolve 


[4 


E— :: ee ee Ct oe oe tha: nas 


The GENTLEMAN Inſtrufted. 403 
ſolve Difficulties by ſtarting greater. You lay hold on 
their Vanity to ſupport your Hypotheſis, and think you 
have made it clear beyond Debate, by telling us Philoſo- 
phers hold the Eternity of the World poſſible: But under 
Favour, though their Authority may ſtave off ſome Argu- 
ments from you, it cannot others: For though they hold 
God would create the World ab eterzo, they deny it 
could be a ſe. If therefore in one Caſe you defer ſome- 
thing to their Authority, be ſo juſt as to reverence it in 
the other: Beſides, your vaſt Pretenders to Wit will not 
be fobb'd off with Authority. This is the Refuge of Weak- 
neſs; the Sanctuary of thoſe, whoſe good Humour mult 
compound for the Shallowneſs of their Brain. You are for 
Reaſon, for naked Demonſtration, without Fard or Fa- 
cus; for Evidence that admits of no Reply nor Rejoin- 
der; therefore ſtand to your Principles before you ſtrike 
in with theſe mighty Upholders of Iafinitum. Bring their 
Reaſons to the Touch- ſtone; examine whether they are 
Sterling, or Adulterate. I will only propoſe one or two 
Difficulties, which I confeſs put me to the Plunge. The 
World you fay is eternal ? 

Theo, I do. | 

Euſeb. Therefore it was impoſlible for you ever to have 
been born. | | 

Theo. I deny the Inference. | 

Euſeb. I prove it. You could not poſſibly be born 
till an infinite Number of Generations was paſt; but 
tis impoſſible for an infinite Number of Generations to 
pas therefore *twas impoſſible for you ever to have been 

rn. 3 0 

Theo. Tis impoſſible for an infinite Number of Gene 
rations to paſs in an infinite Space of Time; I deny your 
Minor: In a finite Space of Time, I grant your Minor, 
and deny the Conſequence. 

Euſeb. I ſubſume, but 'tis impoſſible for an infinite 
Space of Time ever to paſs: For if it can paſs, it has an 
End, and by conſequence we find an infinite with an End; 
and certainly this conſequence becomes not a Man, who 
avoids the Belief of a Deity, becauſe Infinity is an incon- 
ceiveable Thing. I know not how you look upon my 


Argument; but methinks any Man but an Atheiſt would 


ſtart at it, 
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Again, if by Deſcent we may pals by an infinite Se- 
ries of Generations, why not by Aſcent ? methinks tis 
no farther from the Bottom of a Pair of Stairs to the 
Top, than from the Top to the Bottom : And I always 
thought the Way from London to Hindſor, was the ſame 
with that from ”7ndſor to London: Now in aſcending 
from you to your Father, from him to your Grandfa- 
ther, &'c. we march in the ſame Road, we call in at the 
ſame Gentlemen. If therefore by Deſcent we come to 

an end of our Journey, why not by Aſcent ? | 

Theo. The Reaſon is evident: For by aſcending you 
come to an end of Generations, and ſtop at the firſt 
_ : Then the Succeſſion of Generations has not been 
infinite. 5 

Euſeb. Right: But then it inevitably follows, there 
has not been an infinite Series of Generations: Becauſe 
you put an end to them, they are at a full ſtop in your 
Perſon. | 

7 heo. There is a great Diſparity between the two 
Caſes. Becauſe when you mount up from Son to Fa- 
ther, from Father to Grandfather, c. the Time is al- 
ways finite. Now what wonder that an Infinity of Ge- 
nerations can't be trac'd up to their Origin in a finite 
Space? But when you deſcend to me, there has paſs'd 
an infinite Space of Time: And ſo one Infinity corre- 
iponds to the other. 

Euſeb. No doubt, you have plain'd the Difficulty be- 
yond Diſpute by your quaint Diſparity. But I would 
know why a Man by aſcending cannot ſtep from Time 
to Eternity, as well as by deſcending from Eternity into 
Time? And then, how can an infinite Time paſs? 

Theo. Theſe Infinities and Eternities are puzzling 
Subjects, they out-ſtretch the Abilities of our Under- 
ſtandings, and your Argument preſles thoſe Philoſophers 
who maintain God could create the World ab æterno. 

Euſeb. Infinities and Eternities are puzzling Subjects 
indeed ; but then I wonder an Atheiſt's Reaſon ſhould 
ſtumble at the Notion of an infinite Being, and leap ſo 
nimbly over apparent Contradictions. I do not inſiſt 
upon my Proof as a Demonſtration that there is a firſt 
Principle, or that the World was not a ſe. Perchance 
in a puzzling Subject, our Underſtanding may be non- 


plus'd ; but at leaſt it demonſtrates, that the whole 1 
; | 0 
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of Atheiſts is unreaſonable to Folly and Madneſs ; for 
they reject God on Account of his Infinity, and ſome 
other Attributes that they ſay are inconceiveable. In 
the mean time, they are conſtrain'd to admit an infinite 
and eternal Series of Generations ; a thing that not only 
ſurpaſſes our Conception, but in Appearance falls foul 
on the moſt evident and receiv'd Maxims of Reaſon. If 
we muſt place Infinity and Eternity ſomewhere, I appeal 
to Reaſon, whether it be not more agreeable to its Di- 
ctates, to attribute thoſe Perfections to a Being, in 
whoſe Notion they neceſſarily enter, and imply no other 
Difficulty, but what follows a finite Underſtanding, 
when it roves in Infinity, and loſes it ſelf in Eternity; 
than to this World, which in its moſt eſſential Notion in- 
volves no Idea of Eternity: Nay, it cannot be apply'd to 
it, without violating either directly, or by Illation, the 
very Principles of Diſcourſe. Whence I conclude ſome 
more unworthy Principle than Reaſon induces Atheiſts 
to queſtion the Exiſtence of a God, becauſe his moſt 
inconceiveable Attributes return to their own Hypotheſis 
with more Violence. 

Theſe Philoſophers Caſe, who think God might have 
created the World ab æterno, is quite different from 
yours ; though their Opinion be falſe, their Faith is true : 
So that at worſt they riſque nothing but their Labour ; 
but you put all your Hopes on a weak Bottom : If my 
Arguments be true, your Soul is loſt ; and you will de- 
plore your ſucceſſive Eternity, @ parte ante, which has an 
End for a whole Eternity, a parze poſt, which will have 
none, Lord! How would an Atheiſt crow, how would 
he chirp, if he could but anvil out a Proof ſo appa- 
rently concluſive for the World's Eternity, as mine is 
againſt it? We ſhould ſee the Bookſeller's Stalls in Paul's 
Charch-Yard hung with new Demonſtrations againſt the 
Exiſtence of a God ; as they were ſome Years ago with 
Demonſtrations againſt a Trinity, We ſhould ſee Copies 
in every Coffee Hons, and the Beaus buſy in conning it 
over to make themſelves Maſters of it: But becauſe 
the Proof does not hit with their Inclination, it muſt not 
work upon their Underſtanding. It falls as heavy upon 
our Philoſophers, you ſay, as upon you; what then? 
Can Company change the Nature of Things? If they 
are in the Wrong, are you in the Right? Would you 
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engage your Eſtate or Life that my Argument is meer 
Paralogiſm ? I believe you would take ſome time for 
Conſideration before you ventur'd upon the Bet. Why 
then do you ſtake your Soul? For if an eternal Succeſ- 
ſion of Generations be impoſſible, the World was made 
in Time. If it was made, there is a God; and if there 
be one, what can an Atheiſt expect from a ſlighted Dei- 
ty, but a juſt Chaſtiſement for his Infidelity? The Con- 
ſequence is of Importance, and deſerves ſome ſerious 
Thoughts. 


— 
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DIALOGUE XVIII. 


The third Proof. The Characters of Wiſdow viſible in the 
Frame and Conſtitution of the World, demonſtrate it is 
the Work of @ wiſe Agent. | 


[| Have already prov'd a God by the bare Exiſtence of 
the World: I confirm the ſame Theſis by the excellent 
Contrivance of it, which indeed is both amazing and ra- 
viſhing. It can neither be expreſſed by. Tongue, nor 
drawn out by Pencil: Tis above Art, and out of the 
Reach of Reaſon. The moſt ſearching Genius that ever 
Was, has not been able to diſcover one Blot in the large 
Volume of the World; there are no Errata's. Nothing 
ſtept in as a rude Eſſay of Skill, and afterwards underwent 
the File or Hammer, but all Things continue as they 
were from the Beginning of the Creation. 
From this Order and Regularity Tally infers, that the 
World was the Product of a wiſe Agent; and brands 
thoſe with Folly, who dare deny a Concluſion ſo clear, 
ſo evident: Eſſe præſtantem aliquam æternamque naturam, 
eamgque ſuſpiciendam adorandamque pulchritudo mundi, or- 
dogue rerum cœleſtium cogit confiteri: The Beauty of ile 
World, an exact Order of the Heavens demonſtrate the 
Exiſtence of a noble aud eternal Being, to whom Men owe 
Eſteem and Adoration ; nay, he ſticks not to affirm, that 
the Contemplation of the Oeconomy, Harmony and Or- 
der of the heavenly Bodies, put the Matter in a Light, 
that leaves no room for Diſpute. Quid poteſt eſſe tam 
apertum tamque perſpicuum, cum cœlum ſuſpicimus c. 


leſtiaſue 
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leſtiaque coatemplati ſumus, quam aliquod eſſe uumen præ- 

antifſime mentis, quo hac regantar * What can be ima- 
gin'd more clear, than that there is a moſt wile Being, 
who directs and governs the Heavens ? 

Now that a Vein of Wiſdom runs through every part 
of the World, is moſt evident; for it ſuppoſes two things, 
a Deſign, and Means proportion'd to acquire it; and 
where thoſe two are found, Wiſdom muſt be admitted. 


We have Eyes to fee, and there are Colours capable of 


being ſeen. We have Organs fitted up for Smell, Taſte 
and Feeling, and there are Objects able to gratiſy them. 
Colours, Smell, &c. would be uſeleſs, were there no 
Senſes to receive them; and Senſes inſignificant if there 


was nothing in Nature to play upon them. This reci- 


procal Relation argues a Deſign, and a choice of Means; 
and who denies it to be the Contrivance of Wiſdom, is 
ſlenderly provided with this Virtue. | 

The Sun, which is call'd the Father of Nature, as the 
Earth is term'd the Mother, moves about us in ſo juſt 
a Diſtance, that nothing could place it ſo conveniently 
but his Wiſdom who aſſign'd its Task Were it more 
remote, the Earth would congeal; did it approach, we 
ſhould be parcht with Heat, and fall into Aſhes: But 
now we enjoy the Benefit of its Light, and the Earth 
the Effects of its enlivening Influence; it impregnates 
the Womb of Nature with its Rays, and attacks Vapours 
to pour them down in Dews and Showers, that refreth 
the Fields, enliven Flowers, and bring with them Plen- 
ty and Abundance; and at the ſame time returns thoſe 
Waters to the Rivers and Sea, of whom it borrow*d 
them; and ſo (as it were) exerciſes at once, an act of 
Liberality and Juſtice. 

But then all thoſe delicious Fruits that charm the Eye, 
and pleaſe the Palate, would rather be admirable than 
uſeful, did they not turn into the Subſtance of Animals; 
and thoſe (like Tautalut) would periſh of Hunger in the 
Arms of Plenty, had they no InſtinEt to feed on them. 
But again, had every Creature an Inclination to the 
ſame Food, one would ftarve the other; Nature would 
be at a Nonplus for Proviſion, her Granaries would be 
exhauſted, her Stock drain'd, and then Mortality would 
follow: But now ſhe keeps open Table for all her Chil- 
dren, ſhe maintains them at her own Expences: And tho 


d 4 they 


e * bale 
1 


* * he _- — - 

2 — he . 3 

— — ns — hos — F 4 FI" * * — 3 

_ * nnn 3 — — — — Sn A. ons ne ee — by — x 5022000 
. 0 — — 
% n 8 — — ny * * * 
{ D Ws -< 25S > : 

FD EIS Coe HEE DEE ks - 

SEED 8 . 7 —— ooory Dies * 
— - - 


——— 


—_— — —— 


408 The GENTLEMAN Inſtrutted. 


they neither reap nor ſow, they are rather overwhelm'd 
with Plenty, than preſs'd with Neceſlity : Beſides, had 
not the Male an Inclination for the Female, the Species 
would be at an End; and this Inclination would not 
continue them, unleſs Propagation were made by it. Had 
the Female no Tenderneſs for her young, they could 
not hold out a Day ; yet did not her Teats ſwell with 
Milk, her Tenderneſs could not preſerve them ; but theſe 
poor Creatures forſaken by their Dam would be expos'd 
to Inſult, were they deſtitute of Swiftneſs, Craft, Cou- 
rage, or Arms to defend themſelves, or annoy the Ag- 
greſſors. Nature has provided againſt this Inconvenience; 
Flight ſaves ſome, Wiles others, and many diſpute their 
Lives ; and when they are over-power'd, they ſeldom 
fall without Revenge. They handle their Weapons with 
Art, and fence by Rule and Method. The Porcupines, 
like the Parthiaus, fight at a Diſtance; they ſhoot with- 
out Bows, or Arquebaſs ; and hit the Mark without Aim. 
The Heage-Hog at the Approach of Danger marſhals it 
ſelf into Sphere; it caſts up a Retrenchment; expects the 
Enemy behind a Paliſade, and ſupplies with Policy, the 
Weaknels of its Forces. The Bull faces his Adverſary. 
The Horſe wheels off, and uſes his Heels, either to fly, 
or to wound. If you intended to continue Creatures, 
could you invent more fit, more apt Means? Were you 
Commillary-General, could you lay up better Proviſi- 
ons? Are you able to place their Weapons more advan- 
tageouſly for their Defence; or teach them to manage 
them with greater Dexterity ? There are more legible 
Characters of Wiſdom and Fore-fight in the Republick of 
Beaſts, than in thoſe of Lycargas, Solon, Plato, and Ari- 
ſtotle; for theſe intended a perfect Common- wealth; 
they err'd moſt ſhamefully in the Means, and enacted 
Laws more ſuitable to Goats than Men. But among ir- 
rational Creatures, as theſe Laws are inviolable, ſo they 
are proportioned to their Natures and Welfare. They nei- 
ther err by Exceſs nor Defect, one more Rule would ſub- 
vert Oeconomy, as well as one leſs; nothing can be ad- 
ded, nothing ſubtracted. Ip | 

I ſhall not enter upon the Fabrick of their Bodies, 
where Wiſdom fits on every Muſcle. Let it ſuffice, that 
Galen takes Notice in his Book de Forma Fœtus, that in 
human Bodies there are above 600 Muſcles ; and-that 
5 | every 
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every one requires at leaſt ten Qualifications. So that 
about theſe ſmall Parts alone, no leſs than 6000 Ends are 
to be attended to. There are 284 Bones, and each has 
above forty Ends, in all ten Thouſand ; and a Failure in 
any one of theſe would cauſe a great Irregularity in the 
Body, and in many Death and Deſtruction. 

Now not to dilate further upon this Proof, I appeal to 
you, whether theſe ſtrange and admirable Contrivances, 
theſe natural Tendencies to one Point, and withal, theſe 
Means ſo proportionable, do not cry out, ipſe fecit nos, 
uon ipſi nos? We are neither the Work of blind Chance, 
nor the Product of fatal Neceſſity, but of an infinite 
Power and Wiſdom. We cannot caſt an Eye upon a 
rough Landſkip, but the very Sight of it leads us to a 
Painter: And if a Tree or Animal in Effigies conducts 
us naturally to a Hand that drew them, and to Wiſdom 
that contriv'd them; can theſe living Originals be fa- 
ther'd on Hazard or Neceſlity ? | 

Theo. Theſe things you mention are worthy of Obſer- 
vation ; they entertain ſometimes my ſerious Thoughts, 
and caſt me into Rapts of Admiration ; but yet they do 
not exceed the Force and Energy of Nature. 

Euſeb. What do you mean by Nature? Is it an intel- 


ligent Being; or void of all Senſation and Reaſon ? 


If intelligent, 20 miſuſe Words to confound Notions, 
you repreſent God traveſted into Nature: If it be depri- 
ved of all Knowledge, then you run to Matter and Mo- 
tion: Now theſe two are uncapable of Wiſdom, they can 
neither think nor underſtand, they are without Reaſon, 
and even without Senſe. Notwithſtanding the World 
is inveſted with plain Characters of Wiſdom, they are 


ſtamp'd and engraved on each part of the Univerſe : 


The Learned and Ignorant, the Vulgar and the Philo- 
ſophers are unanimous in this Point: What then re- 
mains, but that we draw this neceſſary Inference, that 


ſome wiſe, intelligent, eternal Being did raiſe out of no- 
thing this lovely Fabrick, that he plac'd every Creature 


in its proper Station, prefix'd its End, and provided it 
with Inſtruments to compleat the Work Providence has 
aſſign'd it. 

Theo. You know our Underſtandings are very ſhort- 
lighted, they diſcover nothing plainly but our Ignorance; 
wherever we look we find our {elves . 
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Difficulties; the moſt trifling, the moſt common Objects 
perplex our Reaſon, we cannot fix a right Notion of 
Production; if we could, perchance the Myſtery would 
vaniſh without any Recourſe to a firſt Cauſe. Your lit- 
_ tle Tricks of Paſs ſurprmze the Ignorant, who often aſ- 

cribe to Magick thole Operations that have no other 
Cauſe than flight of Hand. In fine, as Mr, Hobbs takes 
Notice, the Multitude de/fies what it cannot comprehend, 
Ignorance legets Admiratiun, Admiration Reſpect, Keſpect 
Fear, and Fear Religion. 

Euſeb. ] am glad to fee you ſo low in your own Eyes 
this Morning, and that your peremptory and dogmati- 
cal Humour is ſpent; ſurely you have lately made a 
more intimate Acquaintance with human Nature; and a 
fuller Diſcovery of the Imperfections of our Intelle& 
has read you a Leſſon of Humility. Indeed our Under- 
ſtandings are poor and unfurniſh'd, they come into the 
World unſhap'd, and muſt be poliſhed by Study, before 
they can give a tolerable Account of the moſt obvious 
T rifles ; and yet, when this is done, we cannot rely on 
their Intelligence, for they have but few Principles to 
ſteer by; the Groſs of our Knowledge is made of Illati- 
ons, Which are beaten out with great Lahour and Atten- 
tion; and when we contemplate ſelf-evident Truth at a 
Diſtance, the Mind is puzzled at the View of ſome emer- 
ging Circumſtances; which makes us forget or miſtake 
the Connexion of the Conſequence with the Premiſes, and 
then our Labour is rewarded with Error. 

I willingly therefore grant, that I cannot dive into ab- 
ſtruſe Secrets of Nature. I neither know the Myſtery 
of Generation, nor that of Corruption. I believe 1 am a 
Compound of two very different Ingredients, Spirit and 
Matter: But how ſuch diſproportion'd things keep fo 
ſtrict a Correſpondence, I am as ignorant as the Child 
unborn. Perchance a Philoſopher may harangue, and 
talk more plauſibly upon the Matter, than an Oyfter- 
woman: But after all, if we bring his elaborated Diſ- 
courſe to the Teſt, we ſhall find nothing but cant 
Terms, and ſcholaſtical Jargon. But what then? Can- 
not I judge that Pauls Church never made it ſelf, before 
T have conn'd over Vitruvius? Or muſt J know all the 
Rules of Limning to be ſure the Signs in London are the 
Work of a Painter? 'T ho' I cannot conceive which my 
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the Thames was turn'd, when the Bridge was built, or 
when the Arches were form'd of Marble, or Free Stone; 
yet Iam pretty well convinc'd by the Uniformity and 
Contrivance of the Fabrick, that Wiſdom and Art had 
a Hand in the Building: And I would laugh at thoſe 
who ſhould maintain, that either Fate, Chance or Na- 
ture plac'd the Stones in that regular Form. A thouſand 
things in the Univerſe ſeem to me meer Riddles; yet I 
behold a ſtately Machine made up of ten Millions of Pie- 
ces: I ſee Beauty, Symmetry and Deſign ; this ſuffices 


to perſuade a rational Creature nothing but Wiſdom con- 


triv'd it, and nothing but Power put the Idea in Execu- 
tion. So that I infer from what | know, that an infinite 
Wiſdom fram'd and governs the World; not from what 
1 do not know. | 

Theo. You muſt not argue from Works of Art to thoſe 
of Nature, We ſee Bridges, Churches and Pictures 
made by the Hands of Artificers, and therefore we ratio- 
nally conclude, that even thoſe that are of an older 
ſtanding owe their Origin to Art. But who ſaw the firſt 
Stone laid in the Foundation of the World ? | 

Euſeb. You turn your Battery the wrong Way, and 
level at your own Hypotheſis as directly as I could wiſh : 
Becauſe we ſee Pictures under the Hand of the Painter, 
and Edifices under thoſe of Maſons and Carpenters, we 
have reaſon to infer, that all ſuch things are Effects of 
an intelligent Agent; but if ſuch Trifles require an un- 
derſtanding e I would know why the Fabrick of 
the World, compacted of ſo many Parts, ſo curiouſly 
wrought, ſo wor knit together, ſhould not lead us 
to the ſame Concluſion? Have I right to aſcribe the 
raiſing of a wretched Cabbin to Wiſdom, and not the 
whole Frame of the Univerſe? Muft I confeſs the pretty 


Proportion of a Leaſh of Wheels in a Watch is owing 


to the Skill of a Workman ? And that the ſtupendious 
Frame of my Body is the pure Object of blind Chance, 
or fatal Neceſſity? Certainly ſuch palpable Abſurdities 
would perſuade one, that Senſe and Reaſon were not 
made for Mankind ; and that we force Nature when we 
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DIAL OG U XX. 


Tue er Proof The Invention of Arts and Sciences 


fhew the World is not eternal; and conſequently that 
it was made by a powerful Agent. 


Euſeb. W E ſee new Arts ſtart up with new Ages, 
The World is now better provided, not on- 
ly with Fences againſt Neceſſity, but even with Sup- 
rts of Grandeur, than it was two thouſand Years ago. 
The Diſcovery of the Chart is but of late ſtanding, tho? 
of great Importance. The Inventions of Powder, and 
of the Preſs, are not much more ancient. Rerum Natura 
ſucra non ſimul tradit: Arts follow the Law of Nature, 
they are brought forth by Degrees, and are poliſh'd by 
Time and Experience. CD 
Other Arts, as they are more neceſſary to Mankind, 
ſo they are more ancient; yet we can track them up to 
their 1 We know the Inventors of Huſbandry and 
Tillage, who traffick on Foot, and firſt brav'd the 
Ocean in Ships. Now if the World was eternal, the 


Induſtry and Study of Man were eternal alſo. How then 


is it credible that Men of the fame Temper with us, ſa- 
gacious, witty, and ambitious, ſhould ſaunter away a 
whole Eternity, without making thoſe Diſcoveries we 
owe wholly to the laſt ſix thouſand Years ? Was the 
World always a Child, always in its Non-age ? Has 
it only arriv'd at the Years of Diſcretion fince ſome few 
Ages ? | CE 
oh: the Deſire to perpetuate their Memories runs in 
the Blood of all Men. We hate to bury our Names in the 
Grave with our Bodies, to ſleep in Duſt and Aſhes, as 
unknown to Poſterity, as we are to our Predeceſſors: 
Nay, ſome have been ſo beſotted with the Charms of Life 
at ſecond hand, that becauſe they wanted Virtues, they 
preſented Poſterity with their Vices; and thoſe rather to 
be blam'd than forgotten. I ſuppoſe our Fore-fathers 
convey*'d down to us their Inclinations, together with 
their Nature ; and that none of their Paſſions chang'd in 
the Voyage, or were improv'd by Tranſplantation ; their 
Propenſions lean'd the fame Way, they were as en” 


The GENTLEMAN Infiruffed, 413 


led, as greedy of vain Applauſe as we: It cannot there- 
fore be queſtion'd, but that Men fo fond of Glory en- 
deavour'd to glut their Appetite, ſome at the Peril of 
their Lives, and others of their Quiet. It cannot be 
thought they either wanted Matter or Occaſion: Ambiti- 
on never lleeps, it ſtands upon the Catch, and either finds 
a Subject for Action, or makes one. The Power of a 
Neighbour, or the Weakneſs, are both ſtrong Temptati- 
ons to an ambitious Prince; that promiſes Glory, this 
Conqueſt; and either draws on a War. Pray tell me, 
theretore, who were thoſe ancient Heroes? Where did 
they Reign? What Province did they waſte or ſubdue? 
Who rais'd the firſt Empire? Who built the ſecond on the 
Ruins of the firſt? Was not a whole Eternity able to pro- 
duce one Homer, one Curtius, one Livy ? Did it never 
come into any King's Head to bribe a Pen, or to buy a 
Panegyrick ? Were all the Wits of the World fo ſtub- 
born, as neither to be mov'd by Intereſt nor Applauſe, 
to write a New's-Letter or Gazette? Indeed I do not 
wonder we have no exact Diary of paſt Tranſactions ; 
for to digeſt an eternal Story into Days, is a laborious 
Taſk, and requires a Purſe to buy Materials, as well as 
a vaſt Stock of Patience to employ them. But ſtill, me- 
thinks, we might reaſonably expect ſome Fragments, or 
at leaſt the Name of one Prince. But alas! All thoſe 
Morthies lie interr'd under the Ruins of Time, their brave 
Exploits ſleep with their Perſons, and their very Empires 
are drown'd in Silence and Oblivion. By the help of pro- 
phane Records, we cannot trace Time above the Theban 
War, asLacretins confeſſes; and therefore Matrobius con- 
cludes the World could not be eternal. Quis dubitet quin 
mundus recens & novns fit, cum Hiſtoria Graca bis mille 
aunorum hiſtoriam vix contineat? Who doubts but the 
World is of a ſhort ſtanding, ſeeing the Græcian Story gives 
an Account only of two thouſand Years ? Perchance you 
will ſay, Writing is but of late Invention; and that all 
the memorable Actions of Antiquity periſh'd for want of 
this happy Means of conveying them to Poſterity : 
Where are at leaſt the Painters and Carvers? A Fi- 
cture, Statue, or Medal would have given ſome Satisfa- 


ction; or had they rais'd one Pyramid, we might at leaſt 


have an Aſſurance all Mankind was not drunk with 
Opium, and ſtupified with an eternal Lethargy : But af- 
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ter all, tis ſtrange that ſo buſy, ſo ſharp a Creature as 
Man, during an infinite Succeſſion of Ages, ſhould not 


ſtumble upon the way of Writing, a thing ſo neceſſary 


to the Support of Society, and withal ſo obvious: That 
Man was certainly fortunate indeed, who hit upon an Art 
in ſome Years, that had eſcaped the Search of all Man- 
kind for the ſpace of a whole Eternity. 

Theo. The Anſwer to your Proof is very eaſy, zempus 
edax rerum, ung the Poet: Time, like Saturn, devours 
its Children : It conſumes its own Productions, and preys 
upon its Offspring. Now if Timebe ſuch a Cormorant, 
Eternity muſt be a greater. Time, like Diſtance, dimi- 
aiſhes Things; but Eternity ſwallows them up, and re- 
moves them beyond the Sphere of Memory, How ma- 
ny brave Actions within theſe thouſand Years have ſlipt 
by the Pens of the moſt inquiſitive Hiſtorians? They are 
wore out of Memory, together with the Heroes that at- 
chiev*d them, and lie entomb'd in Oblivion and Forgetful- 
neſs: Nay, Cities not only decay, but vaniſh. What re- 
mains of that famous Babylon, but the Name? We know 
not what it was; and are ignorant even where it ſtood. 
And Floras confeſſes, that in his time, not only Samnium 
was loſt, but alſo its very Ruins. If ſome few Ages eat 
out the Memory of. noble Exploits, and convey out of 
{ight Cities, together with the Earth they ſtood on; why 
do you call foran exact Regiſter of Arts, an eternal Ge- 
nealogy of Princes, or an Account of their Actions? They 
are loſt in an infinite Succeſſion of Ages; they are drown'd 


in the Ocean of Eternity. | 


Enſeb. By what Misfortune ? 

Theo. By Deluges and Conflagrations. | 

Euſeb. Pray, Sir, let me aſk you to what Office of In- 
telligence you addreſs. your ſelf for thoſe Deluges, Con- 
flagrations and Wars? Upon what Memorials do you 
ground the Story of your Pre-adamrtical Tranſactions ? 
To fay there were ſuch things is not to prove it. And 
what you aſlert without good Caution, may be deny'd 
with Reaſon. | | 

Theo. Under Favour, methinks my Anſwer is very 
much to the Purpoſe. It attacks not your Proof in the 
Rear, but in the Front; and ſtrikes at the very Heart 
of it. You ſhew the World was not eternal ; becauſe 


it is inveſted with all the Characters of Novelty. In- 
duſtry, 
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duſtry, you ſay, either improves old Arts, or invents 
new ones. Some are younger than we; others than our 
Fathers; and the moſt ancient have their Origin. Their 
Inventors are recorded in Story, and come within the 
Memory of Books: W hence you conclude, the World 
was not eternal; becauſe thoſe Arts muſt of neceſſity 
have been of a more ſtale Invention. For how can a 
Man imagine that thoſe things ſhould lie Qutof Sight for 
a whole Eternity, which have been diſcover'd in a few 
Ages? To which anſwer ; that all this may be very well 
reconci'd with the World's Eternity; for they might 
have been found out an Infinity of Times, and as often 
loit by accidental Deluges and Conflagrations. Now, if 
by ſuch unforeſeen and irremediable Chances, Arts and 
Sciences might fall into Oblivion, your Argument falls 
to the Ground, it cannot ſubſiſt; and it is of no Force 
to prove the Non- Eternity of the World. 

Euſeb. My Argument is as well timbred as ever, and 
your weak Reaſon makes me more in Love with it: 
For ſuppoling ſuch Accidents might happen, :. e. were 
poſſtble ; by what new-coin'd Logick can you infer they 
did? Many things may be, that never will be, and he 
that governs himſelf by Poſſibilities, may fear all things, 
and hope for any thing. Nay, your Poſſibilities, as I 

ſhew'd before, like a two edged Sword, cut both ways, 
they ſtand for each Side of the Contradiction, and whilſt 
they take both Parts, advantage neither. For as you 
ſay *twas poſſible for ſuch Accidents to happen, and there- 
fore conclude they did; ſo I afhrm *twas poſſible not to 
happen, therefore infer they did not. My Argument 
is certainly ſtronger than yours, for we hnd by Expe- 
1 that fewer things happen that are poſſible, than 
O hot. | 7 

But to cloſe with your Argument, I aſk whether thoſe 
Deluges were particular or univerſal? A particular In- 
undation will not do your Buſineſs. For ſuppoſing the 
Sea ſhould break its Incloſure, and play ſuch Pranks in 
our land, as it did in Attica; would the ſurviving part 
of the World replunge into Barbarity and Ignorance ? 
Would the Arts of Writing and Printing diſappear in 
France, Spain and Italy, becauſe E-gi/andlay under Wa- 
ter? No, no, Sir! The World would jog on. Arts would 
Houriſh juſt as they do. Perchance the greater Sciences 
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of making Pudding and Brawn, which (as Mr. John Ray 
takes Notice in his Obſervations, are Diſhes proper to Eng- 
land) might ſuffer by the Misfortune, yet Induſtry might 


- retrieve them, for without doubt the Receipts were ſlip'd 


into Flanders with our Armies; and as the Dutch taught 
us to beſiege Towns, ſo certainly we inſtructed them in 
the deep Myſteries of Pudding and Braun. 

It follows therefore that thoſe Deluges were univerſal, 
(but not ſupernatural I hope) for then you grant the 
very thing we contend for, viz. a God. Nor could 
they be natural; becauſe, according to the preſent Situa- 
tion of Things, an univerſal Deluge caus'd by the Force 
of Nature is utterly impoſſible ; and I could eafily de- 
monſtrate it, did the Streſs of our preſent Debate depend 
upon Ayaroſtaticks : But if I grant ſuch a Deluge natu- 
rally poſſible ; yet as to the probability you are never the 
nearer; for how can any Man in his Senſes perſuade 
himſelf, that a thing is probable, or likely to happen, that 
has never fallen out in an infinite Duration? He that 
can believe that to be probable, that has never come to 
paſs in an eternal Revolution of Ages, muſt not be an 
Enemy to Credulity. | | | 

Theo. I never ſaid yet, that an univerſal Inundation 
was probable; you have foiſted in that Word for your 
own Advantage. „„ : | | 

Euſeb. Have you not told me, thoſe Deluges have come 
ſo very near the Matter, that few eſcap'd? That they 
have brought Mankind a thouſand times within an Ace 
of its Ruin? The Waters then did cover all the Surface 
of the Earth; except a ſmall Spot of Ground able to 
give footing to half a Hundred. Why could they not 
{well ſix Foot higher * Who commanded this furious 
Element to halt in that critical Point? If it could riſe 
ſo high, by the help of natural Cauſes ; why not ſome 
Foot higher? And if it could; why did it not in an 
Eternity? Methinks there ſhould be Spring-Deluges, as 
well as Spring- Tides? And in ſuch a Tract of Time it 
might once at leaſt mount to the higheſt Pitch. In fine, 
Sir, I defire you, and the whole Sect of Atheiſtical Phi- 
loſophers, to produce one Reaſon that carries the leaſt 
Shadow of Probability to prove the Waters naturally 
could ſwell to the Tops of the higheſt Mountains, and 
not cover them; if they could, within the Compats of an 

3 | | Eternity, 
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Eternity, they had done it : For it ſeems incredible, that 


Nature ſhould not do in an infinite Space whatever lay 
within the Reach of its Power. 


But again, it ſeems ſtrange, that all the ingenious Part _ 


of Mankind ſhould be involved in this common Ship- 
wreck, and a ſmall Parcel of illiterate, ignorant, unpro- 


 fitable Blockheads ſurvive the Fall of Nature: For if a 


Hundred only eſcap'd, *tis very likely ſome Mechanicks; 
ſome Carpenters, ſome Plowmen, one at leaſt that could 
write and read, and probably one Taylor might be in this 
fortunate Company: If ſo, they might propagate their 
Arts with their Blood, and ane eps", the World in a 
ſhort Time with Trades, as well as with Inhabitants. 


Now Things have happen'd quite contrary ; the World,. 


tho? ſtock'd with People, was many Years deſtitute of 
Arts. They knew neither the way of Ploughing nor 
Sowing ; they could neither plant Vines, or preſs Wine, 


nor turn Milk into Curds, nor thoſe into Cheeſe. Men 


liv'd on the meer Bounty of Nature, Water fatisfy'd 
their Thirſt, and Fruit their Hunger ; and for want of 
the Poſt- Office, every one did his own Meſlage. Nay, 
they had not the Wit to cover their Nakedneſs ; {6 
that God himfelf, according to Tradition, cut out the 
firſt Cloaths, and from this Moment we may date the 
Company of Merchaunt-T aylors. | 

I come to your Conflagrations, which can only concern 
Books; fot they cannot conſume Arts, unleſs firſt they 
prey upon Men : And methinks the Fire mult have nickt 
the Time, that is, ſet upon all the Houſes in the World 
together, when all Mankind was bury'd in a profound 
Sleep, to do the Feat compleat. Now, I fancy, tho” 
Flames ſhould ſtand upon the Watch for an Eternity, 
they would never meet with ſo fair an Occaſion todiſpatch 
our Species : But at laſt they have ravag'd Libraries, 
you fay, and glutted their Rage with Memorials and 


Records ; they not only turn'd Authors themſelves into 


Aſhes, but all the Hiſtorical Dictionaries, together with 
the Fournans des Scavens 5 So that their very Names 
were conſum'd with the Paper that preſerv'd 'em, and 
mingled with the Duſt we tread on. Your Syſtem is 
too ridiculous to be examin'd, too fooliſh to be confu- 
ted; Reaſon has an Antipathy againſt ſuch Abſurdities ; 
they are unable even to vo on a Madman. There is 
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no queſtion but Fire may maſter Libraries, as well as pri- 
vate Houſes, and treat them with as little Regard as 
Hhite-Hall; but this will not do your Jobb, to ſlave 
Phenumena's, we muſt ſuppoſe either that all the Books 
in the World where wheedled into one Magazine, be- 
fore the Mine ſprung ; or that Fire-balls were caſt into 
all the Libraries at a Signal; theſe two Ways might do 
a great deal of Execution, and diſpatch ſome Tun of 
Divinity and Hiſtory in a ſhort Time ; and I conceive 
they are poſſible, but to ſuſpect 'em probable, is to im- 
pole on our Reaſon; the very Thought of ſuch a Thing 
is a Scandal to human Nature, but to believe it, Frenzy 
and Madnels. | 


FOR 


DIALOGUE XX. 
The fifth Proof. Tis ſhewn quaſi a priore the World wa: 


uot eternal a ſe. : 


Euſeb. I Confeſs it's more eaſy to deny than to prove; 
the Aſſailant always attacks at a Diſadvantage; 
that is not above the Performance of Ignorance, or Fol- 
ly : But this requires both Wit and wg 5 However, 
I wave your Advantage, and will draw a Reaſon or two 
from the-very Nature and Conſtitution of the World, 
which, I think, comes near Conviction, and makes it 
highly credible, it could not poſſibly be ab eterno a ſe. 
If it were eternal, it is a neceſſary and independent 
Being; if neceſſary and independent, it muſt be eternal 
a partep poſt. For as it depends on nothing but it ſelf 
for its Being, 1t can dephnd on nothing diſtant from its 
felf for its Conſervation; and as its own Nature was ſuf- 
ficient to give it Exiſtence, ſo it is ſufficient to continue 
it; therefore if its Ex:ftezce was neceſſary, its Continu- 
ation is neceſſary, and if this be zeceſſary, it muſt be 
eternal; hence it follows, that if the hole was eternal, 
its Parts muſt be eternal; for the World is not diſtinct 
from all its Paris: Therefore, if the World was eternal, 
ajl its Parts were eternal allo à parie ante, and will be 
lo a parte poſt : But no Part of the World is eternal; 


therefore the W hole is not eternal, Let us ſingle out 
one 


one Species: *Tis evident Men are born, and die 
therefore 'tis evident that Men were not @ parte ante 
eternal. | 

Theo. I wonder you will impoſe upon the Compa- 
ny; this is not to reaſon but to trifle, and the Proof 
has more Raillery than Reaſon. I know I was Nothing 
fixty Years ago, and that within ſome time I ſhall re- 
turn to my everlaſting Home. I am not of my ſelf, 
but the Work of Nature, and muſt march off when She 
commands me, nor was there ever any eternal Indivi- 
dual. ä 
Euſeb. A little clearer if you pleaſe; when you ſay 
Man was eternal, what do you mean? 

Tyheom. I mean the Species. | 

Euſeb. I underſtand. Are you then turn'd Platonick, 
and ſeparate the Species from the Individuals? 

Theom. No. TY 

Euſeb. Why then, methinks it follows, if no Indivi- 
dual was a ſe, the Species was not a ſe, becauſe the Spe- 
cres is indiſtinct from all the Individuals. 

Theom. You call in again at Infinitum, and forgot it 

has no all. All is a Chimera, a kind of philoſophical 
Bull, not apply'd to a determinate Number. 
Euſeb. Indeed Infiuitum has an excellent Situation, 
like Cities in Boggs, there is no coming at it; but at 
preſent it lies out of my way, and I ſhall draw off with- 
out meddling with it. But I muſt tell you I take aRid- 
- for a Solution : At leaſt human Species is eternal 
4 ſe. 

Theom, I have granted it. . 

Euſeb. Why then it can never be extinct: For what 
depends of it ſelf muſt be eternel, and whatever is eter- 
nal a ſe parte ante, muſt be ſo a parte poſt ; unleſs per- 
chance the Fancy ſhould take a Thing to deſtroy its ſelf, 
which is unlikely, and impoſſible to our Hypotheſis. 
For whatſoever exiſts a ſe, exiſts neceſſarily ; but what 


exiſts neceſſarily a ſe, muſt always exiſt, otherwiſe it will 
be neceſſary, and not neceſſary, which implies a flat Con- 


tradiction. | | ; 

. Theom, Well, ſuppoſing this true; what do you in- 
er | | | 
Euſeb. That our Species is a Stranger to Eternity, as 
well as its Individuals, and = more 4 ſe than you - 
4 4 
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I: For all thoſe Men who are now in Being muſt once 
knock off, and ſubmit to the common Fate of Morta- 
lity. 
Theom. They muſt, this is a terrible Truth, but paſt 


Debate; methinks I would purchaſe one Doſe of ÆAſcu- 


lapius's immortal Poſſet-Driak, at any rate. 

Enſeb. It they dy'd without Iflue, our Species would 
be at an end. 

Theom. Moſt true ; if they made a Vow of Continence, 


and kept it, our Race would be ſhort-liv'd: But I have 


no great Apprchenſion, that all Mankind will engage in 


an Aſſecation to ſtand by Chaſtity with their Lives and 


Fortunes, or to die Batchelors. 

Euſeb. It's not very likely indeed: So long as there is 
an Atheiſt in the World, the work of Propagation will 
go on: At leaſt ſuch a Reſolution is not impoſſible, for 
you and I can make it, and there is the ſame Reaſon for 


every Man in the World: Tis therefore poſſible for the 


whole Species to periſh. 

Theom, What then? | 7 

Euſeb. Why then it follows by an evident Illation, 
that our Species is not a ſe: For whatever is a ſe, muſt 
of Neceſſity be eternal a parte poſt, as it is eternal à parte 
ante. The ſame Argument takes in any Species now 
exiſtent ; whence I conclude, that if no Species be eter- 
nal, no Part of the World is eternal, nor by conſe- 
quence the ¶ hole. 

Theom. Not ſo faſt, if you pleaſe: You prove too 
much ; and by conſequence Nothing. 

Euſeb. How ſo? | ; 

Theom. Could not God (if there be ſuch a Thing) 


have created the World ab æterno? 


Euſeb. My Reaſon tells me he could not: But not to 
engage in a Matter foreign to our Diſpute, I grant he 
could. 

Theom. Let us then ſuppoſe he did create it ab æterno; 
in this Caſe our Species would be eternal a parte anze. 

Enuſeb. It would. ä Ee 

Theom. T hetefore by your Way of demonſtrating, it 


would be eternal a parte poſt; becauſe according to your 


new Logick, whatever is eterual one way, muſt be 


eternal the other: But I conceive the whole Species might 


be ſtifled by your general Aſſociation, even in this Hypo- 


theſir, 
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theſis, as well as in the other, therefore it evidently fol- 
lows, that the Species of Mankind would be eternal, and 
not eternal. | = 

Euſeb. Sir, you miſtake the Force of my Argument. 
do not ſay, whatever is eternal a parte ante, mult be 
ſo a parte poſt : But whatever is eternal a parte ante aJe, 
muſt be eternal a fan poſt. I gave you the Reaſon juſt 
now, ©!2. becauſe whatever exiſts a ſe is independent, 
and iatrinſically neceſſary, and therefore it's incapable of 
Deſtruction ; but whatever is created, depends of its 
Cauſe, to whoſe Power alone it owes its Being ; and by 
conſequence is nothing iutrinſically neceſſary : It's there- 
fore no more ſtrange, that Things that are by Courteſy, 
and exift by Benevolence periſh, than that Men walk off, 
and crumble into Duſt and Aſhes. 

Theom. But if we ſuppoſe with Ariſtotle, that God is a 
neceſſary Agent, two Things naturally follow : Firſt, 
That our Species was ab æterno; and Secondly, That 
it is zeceſſary : Therefore it was neceſſary ab æterno : 
For in this Caſe it could not be ab æterno; yet this 
being granted, the Difficulty returns upon you; for if 
you fay, our Species (in this Suppoſition) muſt be eter- 
aal a parte poſt, what can hinder me from making the 
ſame Reply? If you fay, it may periſh, therefore tis 
true, that our Species may end, tho' it be eternal a ſe, 
independent and neceſſary. 

uſeb. You have caſt the Cauſe upon a palpable Un- 
truth, and beg the Protection of an Abſurdity : Howſoever 
tocombate your Opinion more ſucceſsfully, we'll examine 


its moſt plauſible Pretences, and ſee if we can diſcover 


the Weakneſs of them. I ſay then, this Retreat will 
not ſecure you: For till your Species remains iutrinſically 
contingent, and has no other Neceſſity but that of its 
Cauſe ; according to its own Nature it may exiſt or 
not exiſt : It has no Perfection inherent, that challenges 
before gps” wee Fo that if it be granted, that it 
did exiſt neceſſarily ab æterno, this Neceſſity is meerly 
extrinfical ; it's nothing but an Imperfection of the 
Cauſe, no Perfection of the Effect: Now in this Suppo- 


fition our Species might periſh, becauſe it has no in- 


trinſick Virtue that oppoſes its Deſtruction; bur if it 
exiſts a ſe, then Exiſtence is indentified with its Nature, 
and it can no more ceaſe to be, than it could not be: 
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ſent theſe Dreams for Truths, theſe Fictions for Content: 
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So that no Hypotheſis can elude an Argument; where- 
fore I conclude it's evident our Species may be extin- 
8 therefore it's evident it cannot be eternal a /e, 

ut pray remember what I told you juſt now, your Ar- 
gument owes its Force to a palpable Abſurdity, and you 
know ſuch Weapons do ſmall Execution : You ſuppoſe 
God a neceſſary Agent, now the very Suppoſition deſtroys 
him; for Liberty is a Perfection: Seeing therefore God 
is infinite in Perfection, you-cannot ſuppoſe him void of 
Freedom, without ſuppoſing him not infinitely perfect, 
and by conſequence ot God: So that your Diſcourſe 
runs thus; F God were God, and not God; if he created 
neceſſarily a Species ab æterno, and did not create it; thi 


Species would not be ſubject to Deſtruction, and would be 


ſubject to Deſtruction: This is coruutum argumentum, but 
8 it goars with both Horns, it wounds with nei— 
ther. 

Again: If God lay under a Neceſſity of creating ab 
æterno, why of this World rather than of another? If 
nothing elſe lies within the reach of his Power, a finite 
Perfection has drain'd his creative Faculty: His Omni. 


Potence is at a Stop, and by conſequence his Infinity 


and Being at an End: If he can create ſomething elſe, 
what determin'd him to leave all other Creatures in the 
State of Nothing, and to inveſt this World with Dig- 
nity of Exiſtence? If the Determination came from the 
Nature of the World, then it requir'd Exiſtence ab eterme, 
and ſo muſt have been ab æterno, without any Obligation 
to God for its Being: If from God, than he is free, and 
the Exiſtence of the World is the Effect of his Liberality, 
not of Neceſlity ; whence it follows, that every Mo- 
ment it lies at his Mercy, he may thruſt every Individual 
into Nothing, with the fame Freedom and Eaſineſs he 
drew them out of it. | - 
Some Philoſophers, I know, make God a neceſſary 
Agent, not to ſuppoſe him idle; they fancy Lazineſs be- 
comes his Majeſty leſs than Neceſſity, and becauſe they 
cannot aſſign him any other Employment but Creation, 
they infer he created this World ab eterno. 

Theſe People come within an Ace of the Extravagance 
of the Poets, who to cut out ſome Work for their God 
Mercury, made him a Poſt- Boy: But let us take at pre- 


I 
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It follows at leaſt he may deſtroy this World, upon Con- 
dition he'll take the Pains to build another; nay, he may 
raiſe with one Hand, and pull down with the other, fer 
all Eternity : For in this Caſe it is evident he cannot 


want Employment, and his Buſineſs will equal his Acti- 


vity; So that to conclude in Spight of the Protection of 
Abturdity it ſelf, you muſt confeſs, that every Spectes 
that exiſts is ſubject to Deſtruction, and therefore not 
a je, | 8 | 
2 Tho' no Species be eternal, Matter may be 
eternal. 

Euſeb. What if it be? | 

Theom. If it be, theſe different Species which grace the 
World, might ſpring out of the firſt Fruitfulneſs of the 
Earth, which certainly was more prolifick ſome Ages ago 
than at preſent. | 

Euſeb. Ho, Sir! We are out of our way, and juſt fal- 
Jen on the Confines of Democratiſm. The laſt Moment 
the World was Ens a ſe, and now by the Virtue of ſome 
rare Adventure, it's transform'd into an Eus per Accrdens. 
Seeing you are in a Fit of Fiction, make uſe of Fancy 
before it cool, and ſay Men are hatcht in Ovens like 
Chickens in 0p, or that Beaſts ſpring from Muck, 
and Men from Parſly- Beds. I am almoſt aſham'd to 
confute Abſurdities, ſo groſs at firſt Sight, ſo palpable, 
that no Diſcourſe can make them more apparent: What 


would the World ſay, if you advance this Opinion in 


Print? They ought to look upon you as mad or fooliſh, 
if they would do you Right : But I admit the wond'rous 
Fecundity of the Earth, and ask you how it comes to 
paſs the Species of Animals are not eternal? For either 
the Earth poſleſs'd this prolifick Quality ab eterno, or it 
did not; if it did not, by what happy Chance did it 
come by it? If from it ſelf, it muſt be eternal; if from 
another, you admit a diſtinct Agent, and ſo our Contro- 
verſy is at an End: If it did poſſeſs this prolifick Virtue 
ab eterno, then it produc'd all things ab eterno (for 
I ſuppoſe Matter is a neceſſary Agent:) But if this Vir- 
tue be eternal, methinks it ſhould {till remain, and 
then we might have the Satisfaction ſometimes to breed 
Horſes out of Quagmires, or reap good Crops of Men. 
If this producing Quality falls with Age, why is it not 


quite extinct? Why does the Earth bring forth any 


Ee4 thing ? 
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thing? An inexhauſtible Virtue will run upon the Lees ig 
the Space of an Eternity, and end in Sterility. Thus you 
ſee your ſelf at a Loſs, tho* Matter be eternal; the more 
you evade a firſt Agent diſtinct from the World, the 
more you encounter him, and you have nothing left but 
the Liberty of being a Deiſt or a Fool. 

But to give full Satisfaction, I offer you a Reaſon or 
two, which feem to conclude, the very Matter cannot 
be eternal a ſe. Firſt, tis evident, of all Beings Matter 
comes the neareſt to Nothing, it has ſcarce any other 
Perfection, than that of bare Exiſtence, tis pura poten- 
ria, a meer Capacity: Now upon what Right does this 
abject Thing challenge the glorious Attribute of Aſerty 
and Eternity? Before we put it in Poſſeſſion of ſuch tran- 
ſcendent Titles, both Reaſon and Juſtice command ys 
to examine its Pretenfions: On account of Perfection, 
it can put in no Claim, for the moſt vile Inſects that 
creep in Mire, and ſpring from Corruption, lock up a 
greater Treaſure of Perfections in an Eye alone, than are 
diffus'd thro' the whole Maſs of Matter: If therefore 
neither theſe, nor even Man himſelf dares aſpire to In- 
dependence and Eternity, why ſhould Matter? To ad- 
Judge it theſe incommunicable Predicates on Account of 
Imperfection, is very extraordinary: Indeed ſuch a Sen- 
tence may argue Compaſſion or good Nature in a Judge, 
but not one Grain of Juſtice: Is Beggary a Title to 
Greatneſs; or Peaſantry to Nobility? Becauſe Jam born 
a Scavenger, muſt I challenge a Place at the Council 
Table; or ſue for a Dukedom, becauſe my Family 
wants a Coat of Arms? Is it not as ridiculous to dignify 
Matter with Aſeity, becauſe it borders upon Nothing, as 
to make it independent, becauſe it cannot exiſt without 
ſome Form ? N= | - | 
 Theom. It's right, Independence is neither founded on 
Imperfection, nor Perfection, but on its Nature. — 

Euſeb. What do you mean? Is not Aſeity a Perfe- 
Ction ? %%Cͤͤũĩ ͤ | 
' Theom, Yes. 

Exſeb. Therefore the Exigence of Aſeity founded in 
Matter muſt be a Perfection; for certainly to claim a 
Perfection as a Debt, not a Gift, is one; but how do 
pon know this Exigence is founded on the Nature of 

atter ? A Gentleman's Word will not pals current a- 

e Wy mongſt 
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8 Philoſophers, as it does amongſt Taylors and 


intners: They require Caution, thoſe ½ſe diæxit Days 
expir'd with old Pythagoras, and according to the pre- 
ſent Conſtitution of Mankind, will not revive in our 
Time: Tell me then, by what myſterious Light have 
you diſcovered, that Aſeity is entail'd on Matter; that 
it's a Branch of Birth-Right? I conceive an Aſlertion may 
be prov'd two ways, either by Authority or Reaſon; 
could you ſubpœna a Brace of eternal Witneſles, they 
might go far to the clearing the Point in Controverſy, 
but there are few of thatStamp in the Nation; they are 
as rare as a reaſonable Atheiſt: Seeing therefore Witneſſes 
cannot relieve you, you mult retreat to Reaſon ; regale 
us, I beſeech you, witha Demonſtration. 

Theom. We find by Experience, that Matter is not 
liable to Corruption; tho' Compounds riſe and fall, it 


ſtands immoveable ; it neither loſes any thing by Time, 


nor gains: There was no more a thouſand Years ago 
than to Day, nor will there be leſs in future Ages, than 
at preſent, it therefore will be eternal, and if it will bs 


. Euſeb. You prove well, that as Matter cannot be 


ternal, it has been ab æterno. 


corrupted, ſo it cannot be generated, and by conſequence 


will be eternal; ſo far you are in the Right: But then 
it does not follow it was a ſe ab eterno, becauſe it might 
have been created; for the Impoſſibility of Creation can- 
not be inferr'd from any true Principle: Nay, I have 
prov'd already, that Matter could not be à ſe, ſo that 
your Argument falls to the Ground, and without any 
Prejudice to the force of my Proof. „ 
Secondly, If Matter be ens a ſe, and eternal, neceſſary, 
and independent Being, it is actus purus, i. e. it had no 
Capacity to receive any more Perfections, than thoſe it 
poſſeſs'd ab æterno; for there is no Reaſon why it ſhould 
poſſeſs one more than another: Therefore ab æterno, it 
either pofleſs'd no Perfection, which deſtroys the Hypo- 
theſis, or all: If it had all, it cannot receive any more; 
therefore if it be eternal a ſe, neceſſary and independent, it 
is actus purus, incapable of any further Perfection. 
Again, if it be zeceſſary and independent, it cannot 
loſe any Perfection it had ab æterno; becauſe, if it could, 
that might be, and might not be, and by conſequence 
would not be intrinſically neceſſary ; beſides, as it de- 
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pends on its ſelf alone for its Being, ſo nothing diſtinct 
can poſſibly deſtroy it. 

Hence it follows, that whatever is eternal a ſe, neceſ- 
ſary and independent, muſt be unalterable ; for all Change 
is a Motion, either from a greater Perfection to a lets, or 
from a leſs to a greater, or at leaſt to an equal: Seeing 
therefore an eternal, neceſſary and independent Being is 
actus purus, uncapable either of acquiring or loſing any 
Perfection, it muſt be azalterable. 

Hence it follows, that Matter cannot be eternal, ne- 
ceſſary and independent: Firſt, becauſe it is an incom- 
pleat Being, and has a natural Tendency to Forms; tis, 
as I may fay, out of its Element, in a State of Violence 
and Longing, until it compaſles a perfect Body, and 
cannot naturally exiſt without the actual Exerciſe of that 
Office: To be therefore a Part is one of Matter's Per- 
fections, becauſe nothing can naturally deſire, what is 
not a natural Perfection: Now I have prov'd already 
that no perfect Speczes could be eternal, therefore Matter 
did acquire ſome new Perfection when thoſe Species be- 
gan, Which it had not before ; hence it follows, that 

Matter is neither aku, fe nor analterable, becauſe 
in time it acquir'da Perfection which it had not ab terno, 
and by conſequence is not a ſe, neceſſary and independent; 
therefore it was created by an All-powerful Agent, which 
we call God. f | | | 

Theom. We are bemir'd in Ariſtotle's Materia prima, 
and ſlipt into the Syſtem of ſubſtantial Forms: You would 
ſcare me with old Peripateticiſm, and put off obſolete 
Dreams for Demonſtration : That counterfeit Coin is 
call'd in, and only goes current at Salamanca in Spain, 
where Antiquity has the ſame Charms as Novelty has 
with us: They ſtick to old Opinions, as they do to old 

aſhions, and will no more part with Ariſtotle, than the 
Chineſe with their Beards: But we have degraded the Sta- 
girite. To ſwear in verba Magiſtri, is an Incroachment 
upon our Liberty; in fine, Sir, Materia prima is an 
empty Name, and ſubſtantial Forms a groundleſs Inven- 
tion; and your Demonſtration is void of all Force, be- 
cauſe it relies on Fiction and Viſion. 

Euſeb. T neither declare for Ariſtotle nor Gaſſendus, 
nor have a greater Inclination for Des Cartes, than the 


Chymiſts : My Proof runs thro' any Hypotheſis, _ is 
calcu- 
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calculated up for all Syſtems. Tell me your Opinion, 
that I may model my Argument, and point it againſt 
our Evaſion. | 
Theom. What we call Matter, is nothing but a complex 
of various fimple Bodies ab æterno; they by an innate 
Quality ſcour about, and by a mutual Concourſe frame 
thoſe Compounds that ſtock the Univerſe: The Varie- 
ty only conliſts in the Diverſity of Combinations: When 
ſuch a Number of hot, dry, and moiſt Atoms cling toge- 
ther, up ſtarts a Horſe; the ſame may be ſaid of Mixts: 
They differ meerly accidentally, and have no other Form 
(if I may ſay fo) than the Teleity of the Mixture; hence 


it comes, that Matter is not ſubject to Changes, and 


is only capable of a new extrinſick Perfection: Beſides 
thoſe Atoms being perfect in themſelves, have no Bent 
or Inclination to compound: Sy are as content in a 
State of Separation, as of Compoſition; and as willingly 
form a Worm as a Monarch : Thoꝰ therefore Species were 
not ab æterno aſe, Matter enjoin'd all its natural Perfec- 
tions ab ezerno, and is withal unchangeable, unleſs you 
call a new Situation, Alteration, &. So that you muſt 
forge a new Demonſtration, if you intend to argue Mat- 
ter out of Aſeity. 

Exſeb. ] ſuppoſe you do not expect a Confutation of 
your Syſtem, it lies at preſent quite out of my Way, 
and can be no Part of my Taſk : I diſcharge my Duty, 
if I ſhew, that the Atomiſtical Hypotheſis does not wea- 
ken the Force of my Reaſon : Notwithſtanding I muſt tell 
you, a wiſe Man will not eafily believe, that dull and 
dead Atoms are able to frame a living Creature: For 
certainly Life is ſomething more than the bare Motion 
of hot, moiſt, and dry Atoms, and an Atheiſt muſt have 
as mean an Opinion of himſelf as of God, before he can 
aſſert, that the only DiſtinEtion between him and an In- 
ſect, lies in the Difference of the Mixture: Methinks, 
ſuch an Opinion might diſpoſe him to Modeſty : Nay, of 
all Men, he ſhould be the leaſt preſuming, who acknow- 
ledges ſuch a baſe Extraction, and puts no other Diffe- 
rence between him and a Brute, than between ine Hol- 
land and Scotch Cloth: Vet, upon Experiment, theſe are 
the great Pretenders of Mankind, who while they con- 
feſs themſelves ſo near ally'd to Beaſts, adore their Ex- 
cellencies, and fall down before Calves, as the Fews did 
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in theWilderneſs: Indeed he that wants Leiſure or Capa- 
city to examine his Nature, or perſuades himſelf his 
better Part is immortal, may grow vain upon a kind 
Preſumption, or the real Conviction of ſuch a towering 
Perfection; but for a Man to be proud, who pretends to 
demonſtrate his own Baſeneſs, is little leſs than Frenzy: 
Now pray attend, Atoms, you ſay, have an intimate 
Principle of Motion ; Nature, as we find by Experience, 
always works ſome End, therefore that Motion of the 
Atoms has ſome End; we cannot diſcover the Ends 
better than by the Effects, the Effects are Compounds, 
therefore the End of that Motion inherent in the Mat- 
ter is Compound; hence it follows, that actually to con- 
ſtitute a compos'd Body, is a Perfection of the Matter, 
becauſe it is a Polleſſion of the End, to which Nature 
inclines it; but it did not poſſeſs this End ab æterno, 
therefore ab æterno it wanted ſome Perfection, of which 
it was capable; therefore tis alterable, and by conſe- 
- quence not eternal « ſe, beſides if it had not all the Per- 
fections ab æteruo, it poſleſſes them in Time, it had no 
Perfections ab æterno; becauſe there is no Reaſon why it 
' ſhould have one, and not all others of which it is capa- 
ble. Wherefore I conclude it was not ab eterno a ſe, 
neither will it avail you to reply, theſe Perfections are 
accidental; firſt, becauſe ens a ſe can have no accidental 
Perfection, for whatever it has is neceſſary and indentify'd 
with its Nature; and ſecondly, becauſe it is actus purus, 
as I ſaid before. i 

Theom. T his is ridiculous to Exceſs ! What if a Ball of 
Wax was à ſe, could I not mould it into a Cube, not 

melt it down? Vou return a Paradox for an Anſwer. 
Euſeb. You muſt not wonder if one Abſurdity begets 
another, a ridiculous conſequence flows from a ridicu- 
lous Antecedent; and one Paradox is the beſt Proof of 
another. To expect Reaſon from Non ſenſe, is to gape 
after Impoſſibilities. If you ſuppoſe a Sphere of Wax 
eternal 2 ſe, either that Figure was neceſlary, or it was 
not; if it was not, who caſt it into that Form? Why was 
it a Sphere rather than a Cube? If it owes the Deter- 
mination to ſome exterior Principle, then the Wax was 
not a ſe, becauſe the Figure was not: If that Figure was 
neceſlary, the Nature of the Wax requir'd it; if the Na- 
ture of the Wax requir'd it, itcan be deſtroy'd no _ 
| tnan 
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than the Nature: But if you ſuppoſe that Sphere 4 ſe, 
the Nature of the Wax cannot poſſibly be deſtroy'd, 
therefore neither can the Figure; indeed that Wax would 
be very ſtubborn, but Impoſlibilities are an inflexible 
Generation, and can no more be brought over to Rea- 
ſon, than Atheiſts. The World therefore is not eternal 
aſe, nor any Part of it; whence it remains, that. a moſt 
powerful Author drew it out of Nothing, to whom we 
owe our Being and Converſation, and by conſequence 
Homage. 
Theom. Is this all you have to ſay to the Point? 
Euſeb. T could enlarge on the Matter; but for the 
preſent, J leave the Arguments to your Conſideration. 
We lie under a Dilemma; if they hold good, they will 
ſtand upon Record againſt you; if not, againſt me; 


| which I ſuppoſe will be no unacceptable Revenge. You 


will have the Satisfaction of laughing at the Vanity of 
the Attempt, and of applauding your Abilities into the 
Bargain. „„ 


— 3 2 2 4 


DIALOGUE XXI. 


The ſixth Proof. Tho' there were a GoD, he cannot con- 
vince thoſe Atheiſts of his Being, who refuſe Aſſent to 
the foregoing Proofs. | 


Euſeb. I Have worſted you in the Judgment of Autho- 
rity, and have diſpatch'd Part of your Excep- 
tions: We are come to the laſt Tribunal of Reaſon, and 
if I have the good Fortune to foil you here, our Suit is at 
an End; and certainly I have all the Grounds in the 
World to hope a favourable Iſſue, for Reaſon never re- 
verſes the Sentence of univerſal Tradition, when back'd 
with a hundred Reaſons. | 
In the firſt Place; you cannot admit the World to be 
eternal a ſe, without ſtriking upon a manifeſt Abſurdity ; 


now Abſurdities cannot poſſibly low from Truth; they 


are the Children of Falſhood, and the Offspring of Error. 
Theom. If you can ſhew that the Hypotheſis of the 
World's Eternity leads to any thing that claſhes with Rea- 


ſon, or borders upon Error, without doubt lie at your 
ercy: 
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Mercy: The Conſequence takes after the Antecedent; 
and *tis impoſſible for that to be ridiculous, without this 
be erroneous. 

Euſeb. You have granted, That if there be a God, he 
can manifeſt his Being to Men, by ſome ſenſible Effect of 
his Omnipotence. 

Theom. I have, and a Man muſt take Pleaſure in Folly, 
and dote on Contradictions, before he can deny a Truth 
ſo evident : For to confeſs an omnipotent Being, and to 

refuſe him the Power of manifeſting himſelf by ſome ex- 
terior Sign to a Creature who is furniſh'd with Senſes, 
and endow'd with Reaſon, is a flat Contradiction. 

Euſeb. J am glad to hear ſo ingenious a Confeſſion : 
Pray therefore take Notice; if God intended to diſco- 
ver himſelf by an exterior Sign, he would chuſe ſome 
ſtately Work worthy of his Power, and ſuitable to his 
Grandeur. I, | 

Theom. He would. 

Euſeb. Let us then ſuppoſe for ſome Moments, that 
you and I ſlept in our Beds of pure Poſſibility; that we 
are now, what we were a thouſand Years ago, very No- 
things. Let us ſuppoſe beſides, that all things elſe falt in- 
to the ſame State of Impotence ; that an infinite Being 
exiſts alone, and reſolves to communicate his Perfections 
to ſome Creatures, and to manifeſt himſelf to Man, the 
moſt perfect Piece of his Power. Immediately one Fiat 
calls a glorious Fabrick from an eternal Nothing, uniform 
in Variety, and various in Uniformity : A Creature dig- 
nified with Reaſon, ſet off with Senſes, and enrich'd with 
a hundred noble Qualities, marches at the Head of this 
new-born Multitude : He admires at the ſtately Archi- 
tecture of the infant World, the multiplicity of Parts, the 
ſtupendious Contrivance and Harmony of the whole: 
Can he, or his Poſterity by the Force of Reaſon come to 
the Knowledge of the Deity that made it? According to 
your Principles they cannot: For tho' we ſuppoſe this 
new-fram'd World a thouſand Times more perfect than 
that we live in, they may conclude it was eternal, as now 
you do, and they have a better Plea, becauſe we ſup- 
poſe it more perfect. Tis true, the firſt Man knows he 
is not eternal, but of what Standing the World is, or 
how it comes to be, is a Myſtery: He may aſcribe his - 


good Luck to Chance or his own Nature, as well as you; 
AE but 
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but if we come to his Deſcendants, they will be at a 
puzzle for the Original of their Genealogy: They can 


arrive at the Knowledge of it, either by Tradition or 
Reaſon; and if by either, or both theſe Means they can 
be aſcertain'd they had a Beginning, why are not you 
aſſur'd we had one? For which way ſhall they meet with 
a more diffufive Tradition, or more pregnant Arguments 
than we have for the Beginning of this World? If the 
Structure of the new-ſuppos'd World be admirable to 
Amazement, that of the old is ſurprizing : If there ap- 
pear in the Conſtitution of that, as many Characters of 
Wiſdom and Power, as Parts, the very Blind may read 
as many in the Frame of this; that may open us a Per- 
ſpective of Miracles, and this unfolds a Scene of Won- 
ders: If therefore in ſpight of Tradition and Reaſon, in 
ſpight of the moſt viſible Characters of Wiſdom and 
Power ; in fine, maugre as many Wonders as there are 
Objects without us, or Veins, Muſcles and Arteries 
within us, Atheiſts deny this World had any other Author 
than its own Neceſſity and Independency ; why may not 
the Atheiſts of the new World elude the Force of Tradi- 
tion and Reaſon by your wretched Evaſion? They may 
certainly entrench themſelves in the Hypotheſes of Eter- 
nity, and out-face, by your Example, downright De- 
monſtration. 

Theom. Tho' indeed theſe new Gentlemen would be 
at a Nonplus, as well as we; and I believe that would 
vie Incredulity with this, yet God might manifeſt him- 
ſelf many Ways: Firſt, By infuſing into all Men as clear 
a Conviction of his Being, as we have of the firſt Prin- 
ciples of Reaſon : Secondly, By teaching them ſome De- 
monſtration, that he created the World, which lies out 
of Sight: And Thirdly, By divine Revelation. Theſe 
Methods are very feaſible, and I fancy would do the 


Buſineſs, 


Euſeb. Firſt, All thoſe Ways are ſupernatural: Now 
tis very ſtrange that Omnipotence ſhould want Power to 
frame a Work capable to point out to a rational Creature 
its divine Contriver, without the Aſſiſtance of Miracles: 


But again, tho? God ſhould infuſe into all thoſe Inhabi- 


tants of the new World, as clear a Knowledge of their 
Origin, as of the firſt Principles, do you think all De- 
bates would yaniſh at the Approach of that glaring 

ö Light? 


% 
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Light? Have not Men deny'd the Truth of theſe great 
Principles in ſpite of Conviction, altho' they had no 
other Temptation to be fooliſh, but the Pleaſure of con- 
tradicting? And why ſhould you expect in your Caſe a 
more reaſonable Procedure? Eſpecially when the omni- 
potent Motives of Lewdneſs and Epicuriſm, that debauct 
your Underſtanding, would corrupt and bribe theirs: For 
they may oppoſe againſt Demonſtration theſe Arguments 
which ſupport your Obſtinacy, and buoy up your Infi- 
delity. I cannot conceive how it. is poſſible for an infi- 
nite Mercy, and an infinite Juſtice to meet in the ſame 
Subject, how Juſtice can pardon, or Mercy puniſh; 
therefore, there is no ſuch Thing. | 
To fay ſomething can be made of nothing, is to croſs 
upon Reaſon ; to build new Principles upon the Ruin of 
the old, and by conſequence to break down the Inclo- 
ſure between Sophiſtry and Demonſtration, Truth and 
Falſhood ; therefore the World was not created; Nay, 
'twas poſſible to be ab eterno, therefore it was. What 
Evidence can be ſecure from the Attempts of theſe Ar- 
guments? They dare attack Euclid, and huff Apollonins : 
If reſolute Denials paſs content for Proofs, and Poſhbi- 
lities for Demonſtrations, we paſs all things on Cour- 
teſy. A Man that dares look a Fool in the Face, may 
do ſtrange Execution; he may deny us into Nothing, 
and by the fly Turn of a Poſſibility demonſtrate us out 
of Being. | 
Theom. Nay, a Man that is reſolv'd to puſh Folly 
home, may puzzle a fix form Philoſopher, yet the De- 
feat of the one, will prove more glorious than the Victo- 
ry of the other ; but then I thought Evidence carried all 
before it, and captivated more Underſtandings than the 
Grand Seignior has enflav'd Chriſtians. 
Euſeb. Evidence indeed is generally victorious, but 
oftentimes tis over-match'd : A Man ſeconded by Preju- 
dice or Intereſt, ſtands immoveable ; you muſt change 
his Circumſtances before he will alter his Opinion : His 
Underſtanding never changes Sides, unleſs Intereſt mar- 
ches off firſt ; but when this wheels about, that follows 
through a thouſand Errors. The Sun has Beams enough, 
not only to fill, but even to dazzle a well-difpos'd Eye; 
but if a Film crofles the Pupil, or a Cataract interpoſes 
between the Cryſtal, in ſpight of Light the Organ fe- 
0 | mains 


* , ©. I 5 Ya. CW. 


The GENTLEMAN Inftrufted. 433 
mains in Obſcurity, and the Patient finds the Effects of 
Night, and the Horror of Darkneſs at Mid-day : 'Thus 
the Cauſe ſtands with the Underſtanding. I grant thoſe 
People we talk of would have Proofs ſufficient to content 
2 well-diſpoſed Underſtanding, and ſo have you; but 
if they are haunted with the Spirit of Diſpute and Ob- 
ſtinacy, if Intereſt ſtands againſt Creation and God, the 
Intelſect falls preſently into Diſorder, Miſts ariſe, and 


Fumes interpoſe ; and when *tis thus diſmounted, Evi- 


dence by a kind of Antipariſtaſis produces Obſtinacy, not 
Conviction, and rather hardens the Heart than ſoftens 
the Brain, | 

Your ſecond Means is expos'd to the ſame Exceptions: 
do not queſtion but God can draw a Legion of Demen- 


ſtrations from the Conſtitution of the World to evince 


he made it, which are not within the reach of dur 
Knowledge: Yet if the new. found World Atheiſts are 
of the ſame Temper with thoſe of our Horizon, they will 
diſpute their Ground, and never ſurrender, till the Fire 
of Hell acts upon Senſe, and ſo conveys Truth- into 
the Underſtanding by eternal Sufferings : For as you (a- 
cainſt the common Vote of Mankind, againſt the plain 


Conviction of Reaſon) caſt Creation out of Doors, both - 
as needleſs and impoſſible, what hinders them from fol- 


lowing your Foot-ſteps, and oppoſing to all Demonſtra- 
tions theſe groundleſs Conjectures, that ſupport your In- 
credulity? If you fay a Man that dares fly in the Face 
of Evidence is a Monſter, that he ought rather to be caned 


than argu'd into Reaſon, you are in the right; but theſe 


Monſters over-run the World, they are grown ſo com- 
mon, that they rather pleaſe than aſtoniſh; for now an 
inflexible Obſtinacy, and a mighty Wit are become ſy- 
nonimous, and *tis far more warrantable and modiſh to 
ſtand cloſe to Intereſt, than to yield to the Force of 
Reaſon. 

I cannot gueſs why Revelation ſhould prove more 
effectual than Demonſtration; theſe inward Lights are 
always accompany'd with ſome Abſurdity; and though 
they illuminate, they leave us in the dark: An unwary 
Man may eaſily be deluded, he may miſtake Tempta- 
tion for Inſpiration, and the Voice of God for the Spirit 
of Fornication. We remember yet what mad Pranks 
our Fathers ſaw the laſt Age, when People rebell'd by 
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divine Impulſe, and executed their Prince on a Scaffold 
by Revelation; when they bled their Fellow-Subjects 
Purtes, and then their Veins, by the Command of the 
Spirit; when they tranſgreſs'd Gud's Laws by Providence, 
and thote of Nature by Inſpiration: And as Men fanati- 
cally inclin'd, take every Impulſe of Paſſion for divine Re- 
velatiort ; fo they who love Libertiniſm look upon Reve- 
lation it ſelf as an Illuſion, they will admit of nqthing 
Divine, but Senſuality, they examine Truth by the Stan- 
dard of Pleature, and whatever baulks Appetite is Spleen 
and Viton: One would think the Revelation of the 
Worli's Creation made fo many thouſand Years ago to 
Moſes, is certain almoſt to Evidence; it has undergone 
the Examen of Ages, and the Criticiſin of obſtinate In- 
credulity, it has criumph'd over Ignorance, conquer'd Ma- 
lice, and ſham'sd thoſe it could not convince ; I do not fee 
how a particular Revelation can be more perſuaſive than 
that which has been put a thouſand times to the Teſt; 
nor how this can force an Underſtanding againſt the. Baſs 
of Intereſt, that will not come over to the other: For 
ſtill you may run to your old Retrenchment, The World 
was poſſible ab æterno, therefore it was ab æteruo; id eſt, 
7 take begging the Queſtion for Proving, and 
mpudence for Reaſon. | 
Theo. Wllat think you, if God ſhould take you and 
me by the Hair, as you fancy an Angel did {Taba#kr, 
and poſt us away to the imaginary Spaces above the Em- 
pyreum ? If he ſhould appear in Majeſty, and regale our 
Sizht with a Scene of Creation ? 

Euſeb. Why, I think you would be amazed, but not 
convinc'd ; you mounted an Atheiſt, and would return 
one. 

Theo. That's ſtrange! | 

Euſeb. Tis ſo indeed; yet not more ſtrange, than that 
after ſo many Proofs of a Divinity, you remain in Inf 
delity : For if God did appear, he muſt borrow ſome ſen- 
fible Shape; human Eyes are too feeble to gaze upon 2a 
Spirit: The Glory of a Divinity dazzles them; they 
fink under the Splendor of the Omnipotent. Now, he 
has appear'd already under the Form of Fire and Smoak 
to a whole Army, not able to bear his Majeſty, and this 
Appearance is made ſo credible, that he who will not.be- 
lieve ſo many thouſand Eyes, muſt be a Fool to believe 

| two; 
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two: Again, how do you know but this World eter- 
nally floated (like a ſwimming Ifland) in the vaſt Ocean 
of thoſe imaginary Spaces ; and by a lucky Puff of 
Chance, or Storm of Atoms, was wafted over to you in 
the Nick of Time? Theſe Caſualties are, I hope, poſ- 
fible : Beſides, that unlucky Principle, ex nibilo nihil fir, 
might gravel your Underſtanding above, as now it does 
below, for Situation makes no Alteration in Truth or 
Falſhood ; if it be evident here, it will be evident there; 
and if it appear Sophiſtry in the new World, why ſhould 
it paſs for Demonſtration in the old ? But if this ſhould 
chance to work upon you, your Fellow-Atheiſts would 
be where they are, unleſs God ſhould fall upon new 
Creations, and cure their Infidelity by condeſcending to 
their Pride, and fatisfying their Curiofity : But then you 
would condemn him to a Drudgery more inſupportable 
than that of looking after Flies. He muſt, it ſeems, 
Work, if not for his Living, at kaſt for Adoration : He 
muſt fawn on Atheiſts to deſerve their Protection, and 
ne an Apprenticeſhip to be acknowledg'd for their 
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The 1ſt plauſible Exceptions of Atheiſts againſt the 
Wirld's Creation are refuted; 


Euſeb. 1 Have done with my Arguments, which muſt 
H be very ſatisfactory, unleſs you can invalidate 
them by urgent Reaſons, and prove by Evidence à priori; 
or at leaſt from the very Nature and Conſtitution of the 


World, that it was impoſſible to be made: Favour me 


therefore with a ſhort Liſt of your Reaſons, range them, 
if you pleaſe, in Rank and File, draw them up to the 
belt Adyantage, and make the moſt of them; yet I fancy, 
When all is done, you muſt eſtabliſh the World's Eternity 
by begging heartily, . not by proving it; and if I ſtay, 
till you evince it by Reaſon, the World may have an 
End, before you prove Hazard or Neceſſity give it a 

eginning. | 
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Theo. In the firſt place; we cannot give the World 
a Beginning without forcing Reaſon, and impoſirg on 
our Underſtanding. Ibis Doctrine muſt be ſupported 
on the Ruins of firſt Principles, and whoſoever abets 
it maſt abjure thoſe great Truths, that Mankind avows 
to be the Standard and Meaſure of all others. Ex nibilo 
nihil fit is the common Voice of Nature; 'tis too clear 
to be prov'd; it ſhines on the Underſtanding, as the Sun 
does on our Eyes; and we can as ſoon find Night at 
Mid-day, as Fallacy in the Axiom; yet if we admit 
Creation, we mult daſh oat this Principle, and by the 
ſame Authority caſheer all others, and then, as blind 
Men, we ſhall walk in the dark, we ſhall diſcourſe 
without Rule, argue without Reaſon, and, like the Dog 
in the Fable, chop at the Shadow for the Subſtance, i. e. 
we ſhall miitake Falſhood for Truth, and Error for De- 
monſtration. | | 

Secondly, *T'is an undoubted Maxim in Philoſophy, 
that to boulfter up an Opinion, we muſt not multiply 
things without Neceſſity, Non ſunt multiplicanda antes 
fine Neceſſitate. Now there is no need to forge an infinite 
Being, for the World might be of it ſelf ab eterno : The 
moſt fubtle Logician in the World can never make it 
appear that the {[ypyzheſis implies a Contradiction in 
Terminis, or even by Inference. To what purpoſe do 
we entangle our ſelves in Difficulties? Why do we frame 
an omnipotent, wiſe, and juſt Creator, with a thouſand 
other pompous Titles, both unintelligible and frightful? 
Have Fears and Apprehenſions ſuch raviſhing Charms! 
Cannot our Underſtandings be pleas'd unleſs they are 
nouplus'd? Nor be ſatisfied unleſs we hang them on the 
Tenters? | | 

Thirdly, A thouſand Parts of the Univerſe ſeem not 
only ſuperfluous, but noxious: They are too vile even 
to make a Shew, and are only fit to increaſe the Num- 
ber of Creatures, ſo that they reach not the Quality of 
Mutes, that ſerve, at leaſt, fot Pomp and Oftentation: 


Yet were they barely without Employment, without | 
Station or Deſign, I would let them lie quiet in the State 
of Idleneſs; but alas, they were Executioners by Nature, 
as well as Office, and enter into the World to plague it: 
For Example, if there were a God, can you imagine he 
would ſo far abaſe his Power, or proſtitute his Wiſdom, 
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as to produce Lice and Fleas ? That he would foul his 
Fingers with Toads; or condemn his Omnipotence to 
dig Flies out of Dunghills? Methinks it would ſuit bet- 
ter with three grand Attributes of a Deity, Power, 1 
dom and Goodneſs, to clear the World of theſe Plagues, 
than to ſtock it: Plagues I call them, for their very End 
is Miſchief; ſome torment a Man, others kill him, and 
the leaſt troubleſome moleſt him. You know, Sir, what 
a Figure Domitian makes in Story, for his unbeſeeming 
Diverfions ; if it be beneath a Man to flay Vermin, *tis 
certainly below God to make them. Had I an Inclina- 
tion to believe the World was made, I would turn Ma- 


_nichean, and rather admit two firſt Principles than one: 


Now if theſe Inſects were not created, why ſhould I ad- 
mit a creating Principle of any thing elſe? Come, Sir, 
let us ſay rather, all things were of themſelves, than 
vote God the Drudgery of making them. They are be- 
low the Care of an infinite Majeſty, and the Power of 
the Omnipotent. I am perſuaded *tis leſs irrational to 
deny a God, than to aſſign him the moſt ſordid Employ- 
ments; firſt, of producing Lice, Fleas and Toads, and 
then of conſerving them. I have many other Excepti- 
ons againſt your Opinion; but theſe ſuffice to diſcard it 
even of Probability. 5 

Euſeb. You have propos'd your Difficulties, I will 
return an Anſwer, To the Firft, indeed a Man cannot 
perſuade himſelf the World was the Product of Neceſ- 
tity or Chance, without affronting Reaſon, and tricking 
his underſtanding : To ally thoſe infinite Perfections of 


Eternity and Independence with the Vileneſs of creeping 


Inſects, is to bring to one Centre, Extreams that can never 
meet: *Tis to raiſe Vermin above their Level, and pull 
down thoſe vaſt Perfections below theirs: ? Tis to inveſt 
Toads and Frogs with the Appurtenances of the Divinity, 
and to cloath *em, like the Daw in the Fable, with gaudy 


Plumes that belong to another: But when we make 


God Author of the World, we ſtumble upon no Abſur- 
dity ; for tho' the World be a ſtately Work, yet I con- 
ceive it neither ſurpaſſes the Power nor the Skill of a 
molt powerful and moſt wiſe Artiſt, Omnipotence has 


Certainly an excellent Knack at making, and an infinite 


Wiſdomat contriving. Seeing therefore the Perfection of 


tie Work is not above the Abilities of the Architect, £7 
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do not on this Account tranſgreſs any known Principle 
if we aſcribe it to him. | 

Indeed, by admitting Creation, I baniſh your ex athilo 
nihil fit, from the Number of Principles ; but I do not 
at all intrench upon Nature, nor encroach upon the Pre- 
rogative of the Underſtanding by out-lawing it: * Tis guil- 
ty of Intruſion, and holds the Place by the favour of Ip- 
norance : Thoſe People who firſt principled it, were with- 
out Principles themſelves, they knew not the Extent of 
Omnipotence, nor invaded its Privileges. An omnipotent 
Power can do any thing that is poſſible, i. e. that implies 
not a Contradiction: Shew me, if you can, a Contradiction 
that an All-powerſul Being ſhould make ſomething without 
zhe Help of previous Matter; if you cannot, your Principle 
is juſtly degraded : Nor will other Maxims be involv'd in 
its diſgrace ; they'll keep their Poſt in ſpight of Oppoliti- 
on, and receive ſubmiſſion from Reaſon, where-e*er they 
meet it; But if you ſuffer your Maxim to be reftrain'd, 
and not let it razable into the other World, Pll embrace it 
with open Arms, as Ocellus and Ariſtotie did.: Yet in this 
Cale it will ſignify ho more than that all natural Gene- 
rations ſuppoſe a Subject; and in this Senſe I ſay of your 
Principle, what one faid of Euclid's firſt Demonſtration; 
They were ſo plain, that an Aſs could not miſs them: Ina 
Word, ex nibilo nibil fit. Nature can give Being and 
Life to no new Productions, - unleſs ſhe has a Subject to 
Work on: In this Point ſhe has no Prerogative above a 
Carver, tho? in the other ſhe far exceeds, for her Works 
are more fine and delicate; ſhe gives Life, the other's Skill 
ſtops at Figure: But if we look upon God, your Principle 
is out of Doors; he can not only work on Matter, but 
make it: This argues, you'll ſay, an Exceſs of Power; 
tis true, but yet it does not out-ſtretch Omnipotence. 

To the Second, I anſwer, your Argument faulters in 
every Part; it proves too much, and by conſequence juſt 
nothing: It ſtands for either ſide of the Contradiction, 
and therefore ſupports neither. For as you argue thus, 
*7 was poſſible for the World ty exiſt of it ſelf, therefore we 
muſt not father it upoa any ſuperior Agent : So by the ſame 
Logick I may conclude, that either all the Materials, 
that compoſe London, rang'd them 1 * in that fine Order 
we ſee them, or that Chance and Hazard blunder'd up- 
on it, becauſe either way is poſſible : Nay, methinks your 
ne VF Argument 
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Argument pleads for any Abſurdity : *Tis poſſible for 
Stones to ſpeak, therefore for ought we know they do, 
when they are alone, and if they keep Silence in our Com- 
pany, tis out of the ſame Policy Baboons were mute in 
America, (as the Indians told the Spantards,) viz. to avoid 
their Cruelty. Tis poſſible for an excellent Watch to 
ſtart up from a caſual Combination of Atoms; let us 
therefore out-law Tompion, and tranſport the whole Com- 
pany of Watch-makers into Virginia to plant Tobacco; 
their Art is ſuperfluous in Exgland, as well as their Per- 
ſons, ſince Poſſibility has ſet up Shop, Watches will pour 
in upon us by thouſands, we make take them up as the 
Fews did Quails, and when we have made our own Pro- 


viſion, pleature a Friend with half a Dozen. 


Theo. You areina Vein of Pleafantry, but Arguments 
are ſeldom laught out of Countenance. If Poſſibility be a 


| weak Proof, Mirth is a feeble Solution. 


Euſeb. You wrong me, Sir, I am as ſerious as the Mat- 
ter will bear, and if my Diſcourſe has any thing of Mirth, 
you are beholden to the Subject for the Diverſion. A 
Buffoon under a grave Diſguiſe, may be miſtaken for a 
venerable Alderman, but when he is cas'd, the Alderman 


" retires to make room for Scaramouch. To treat Foole- 


ries with Reſpect, is to miſplace Ceremony; and not to 
lay them open, is but a Degree from abetting-them. 
Theo. If Contempt can baffle an Argument, the moſt 
ſtrict Demonſtrations are not ſecure: By your leave, Sir, 
you either miſtake the Streſs of my Reaſon, or fling in a 
handful of piquant Railleries to evade it: Pray attend; 
from this Antecedent, *7 was poſſible for the World to be ab 
zterno a ſe, this Inference follows, therefore it did exiſt : 
For if the World was poſſible ab eterno, tis a neceſſary 


and independent Being; but *tis evident that a neceſſary 


and independent Being is eternal, therefore if the World 


were pollible ab «terns, tis manifeſt it did exiſt a ſe ab 


æterno; and therefore, all Recourſe to a Deity is vain 
and ſuperfluous. What Abſurdity can be found in ſo 
plain a Diſcourſe, but that a Man of Wit did not com- 

prehend it ? | 
Euſeb. Your Arguments with theſe Amendments is ſtill 
defective; it proves not at all the Queſtion, but impu- 
dently begs it. For it amounts to this, that the World 
Was ab æteruo, therefore it was ab æterno. If you intend 
EEE to 
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to make any thing of your Ezthymem, prove firſt the An- 
tecedent, and then we will conſider what is to be done 
with the Conſequence. Now I have already prov'd the 
World could not poſſibly exiſt ab æterno (as you ſuppoſe) 
without any other Proof than a bare Aſſer tion. In the 
mean time, methinks this Argument proves as forcibly 
the Contradiction of your Theſis; *twas not poſſible ſor the 
World to exiſt of itſelf ab æterno, therefore it did not. 
You will put me without doubt to the Proof of the Ante- 
cedent, and with Reaſon ; for till that be eſtabliſh'd, no- 
thing can be concluded: But then the ſame Talk lies on 
your Hands, and till you have evinc'd that *#was poſſible 
for the World to exiſt iiſelf ab æterno, your Concluſi- 
on muſt lie dormant. | | 
To the third I anſwer: To pronounce- on Things at 

random, either marks a great Pride, or a ſuperlative Igno- 
rance: You cannot judge which Springs are uſeful in a 
Watch, which are ſuperfluous, unleſs you comprehend 
the Frame of that artificial Fabrick; and certainly you 
would conclude very ill, that ſuch a Wheel was needleſs, 
becauſe you did not underſtand its Office. The World 
is a curious Engine compos'd of ten Millions of ſecret 
Springs, do you know the Nature of each? If you do 
not, pray diſſect them, and expoſe the Anatomy to our 
Contemplation? If you do, you are unfit to fit on the 
Bench; your Sentence is both raſh and erroneous, and 
you deſerve to ſtand at the Bar for having diſgrac'd the 
Tribunal. You muſt remember this Axiom of St. Tho- 
mas, Perfecta bonitas in rebus creatis, non inveatretar, uiſ. 
eſſet ordo Bonitatis, The Perfection of Creatures would be 
defective, if there were no Degrees, uo Order of Perfecti- 
on: We ſhould tarniſh the Luſtre, and impair the Beau- 
ty of the Univerſe, if we diminiſh'd the Multitude, or 
temper'd the Diſproportion of ſo many Things, that by a 
moſt admirable Diflention, and a moſt concording Dit- 
cord conſpire to the Grace and Harmony of the whole: 

Had you been call'd to Counſel by the Maker of the 
World, you would have perſuaded him to frame it all of 
Gold or Diamonds ; as that unskilful Painter, who not 
being able to copy out the charming Features of Hellen, 
hid them together with his Ignorance under an embroi- 
dered Manteau, and ſo inſtead of a fair Woman, drew no- 
thing but ſhining Drapery. No Creature is n 

8 | | tha 


that can proclaim its great Maſter's Glory and Majeſty ; 
this is a noble Employment, worthy of the Seraphins, 
yet not above the Capacity of Flies and Spiders. Vile 
fnſeets are quickned by the Almighty, and nothing but 
an Omnipotent Hand can frame them: The Power of 
your Alexanders and Caeſars was never able to breathe 
Life into a Worm: The onepillag'd the Eaſt indeed, and 
welter'd in Blood and Slaughter of Innocents ; the other, 
like a Tempeſt, ſwept all the ef? before him; yet after 
they had butcher'd a Million of Men, they were not able 
to give Life to a Caterpillar: Beſides, how dare you 
term theſe poor Creatures idle, of whom God makes uſe 
to confound the Pride of Atheiſts, and to read continual 
Leſſons of Humility to all Men ? "Theſe Gentlemenare 
incredulous, becauſe they over-rate their Parts; they ſup- 


poſe, if there were a God, their piercing Wits would 


make ſtrange Diſcoveries; and becauſe the Majeſty of a 
Deity dazzles their battiſh Eye- ſight, they rather chuſe to 
plunge into Fidelity, than to acknowledge their Igno- 
rance : To cure this inſolent Frenzy, God has flung theſe 


puny Creatures in your Way; he bids you examine the 


fine Contexture of each Part if you can, the Uſe of every 
Muſcle, the Nature of their Souls, and of all thoſe hidden 
Springs that cauſe Life: and Motion; and when you 
have learnt this A, B, C, it will be time enough to aſcend 
to more ſublime Contemplation. Now, Sir, neither you, 
nor the greateſt Philoſopher that ever breath'd, can give a 
tolerable Account of the moſt deſpicable Inſet: You 
know neither its Nature, nor half its Properties: You are as 
ill inform'd of its Cauſes, as of its Effects; and the va- 
rious Syſtems of Generation and Corruption are but ſo 
many Demonſtrations of God's. Power, and Man's Weak- 
neſs. So that God lays before you theſe Vermin as a Re- 
medy againſt Pride, and what is more, againſt Atheiſm: 
He blunts thoſe Darts you level againſt him by interpo- 
ſing Flies and Lice; he diſarms your Inſolence, and 
ftrikes out of your Hands thoſe Arguments you employ 
againſt him. l cannot, ſay you, comprehend God; an 


infinite Being paſſes my Conception; therefore there it no 


ſuch Thing : You might as well infer, that all you ſee is 
nothing but a Scene of Fallacy and Illuſion ; that you 
and I are meer Fantaſms and Spectres, the Product of 


Imagination; for there is not one ſingle thing in the 


A whole 
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whole Maſs of Creation, you comprehend. Your Un- 
derſtanding falls under the Weight of a Straw, you can- 
not tell whether it has Parts or no Parts, before the Di- 
vition ; you know neither the Nature of a Stone, nor the 
Properties of a Worm; you are a Stranger even in your 
own Houſe, though you think, ſpeak, and move; 
Thoughts, Speech and Motion puzzle you; we have Aſ- 
furance indeed there is ſuch Things, but if we preſs the 
Inquiry a little farther, we muſt expect ſmall Satisfacti- 
on. What Man, who finds his Underftanding pos'd by 
ſuch ordinary and trivial Inſtances, who flags under the 
Conſideration of almoſt nothing, will be fo bold, and at 
the ſame time ſo fooliſh, as to queſtion God's Exiſtence, 
becauſe he cannot comprehend it? Now, though all thoſe 
things you are pleas'd ta call idle, had no other End, but 
to gravel the great Pretenders to Omniſcience, to con- 
found their Pride, and to heal their unreaſonable Incredu- 
lity by Induction, they would render very good Service 
both to their deluded Fellow-Creatures, and to their Om- 
nipotent Creator. 5 
Beſides, we have a particular Tenderneſs, as well as 
Value for our Bodies; we rack our Thoughts, and even 
torment our Conſcience to pleaſe them; they muſt be 
pamper'd at the Expence of our Souls, tho? they burn for 
the Debauch hereafter. To cure this raging Tranſport, 
God applies a loathſome, but ſovereign Remedy :, He 
fhews us what our idoliz'd Bodies are by the Infection of 


. Lice, Worms, and Toads they produce; and oftentimes 


this humbling Spectacle of Mortality frights us more ef- 


fectually to our Duty, than the Proſpect of the torment- 


ing Inſtruments of Fire and Brimſtone, Darkneſs and De- 
ſpair. Did theſe poor Gentiemen, who whine away at a 
Female's Feet their Happineſs, Money and Souls too, but 
feriouſly conſider, that the Object of their Worſhip muft 
once become Food to thoſe vile Creatures you both con- 


temn and abhor ; that thoſe Eyes they admire to Adora- 


tion, will once ſet in Duſt, and be drowr'd in Putrefacti- 
on; that thoſe Cheeks, that Frenzy ſtiles the ſeat of the 
Graces, will be transform'd, not only into the Throne, 
but even into the Nature of Toads, Worms, and Serpents ; 
did they, I fay, but conſider theſe obvious, but moving 
Truths, they would remove their Affections to thoſe noble 
Objects, and then they would confeſs Vermin is more 


uſeful than they imagin'd. Again, 
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Again, all theſe Creatures have many uſeful Properties 
we know, and more we know not: Lice, Snails ang 
Vorms are Remedies for ſome Diſeaſes, and I have been 
* acquainted with thoſe who admir'd a Ragout of Maggots. 
If Toads and Vipers are poiſonous, they alto afford Anti- 
dotes againſt Poiſon ; and if ſometimes they kill, they as 
often fave. A Soup of Vipers is a Medicine both mo- 
diſh and wholſome ; it ſweetens the Blood, and inſpirits 
it. Certainly Things endowed with ſuch excellent Qua- 
lities, axe neither ſuperfluous nor idle: No, no! They 
both benefit the World, and adorn it. Deus, ſays St. Au- 
ſtin, Lib. 11. de Civ. Cap. 22. ita artifex maguns in 
maguis eſt, ut minor non fit in parvis, que para uon ſun 
grauditate que nulla eſt, ſed artificts e metienda 
eſt, God is ſo great a Workman in great Things, that 
he is not leſs in ſmall ones; they are not to be meaſured by 
their Greatneſs, becauſe they have none, but by the 
Wiſdom of the Artiſt. _ | . 

In fine, to conclude with William Biſhop of Paris, 
Naſcitur aranea cum lege, libro & lucerna. God has in- 
ſtructed all Creatures in every Point of their Duty: The 
very Spider brings into the World its Rules, Book and 
Torch, and knows its Leſſon as ſoon as tis able to learn it. 
At the firſt Signal of the Omnipotent, they all fall to 
Work: The Bee makes innocent Inrodes upon Flowers, 
the S:/k-worm ſpins out its own Entrails, and weaves Roy- 
a] Robes for Princes, the Fiſh ſport in the Waters, the 
Beaſts of Service expect the Commands of their Maſters, 
and ſmall Seeds, tho* dead, give Life to Trees, which 
bring Men both Pleaſure and Profit. Nothing is idle; 
nothing refractory in the World but Men, who abule their 
Liberty to their Shame, and miſpend the precious Mo- 
ments of their Lives to their eternal Ruin. 0 

From the Superffuities of Inſects you ſtep over to their 
Vileneſs, and indeed, if the firſt Fault were prov'd home, 
I would fay guilty to the other. For 8 a thing 
too inconfiderable to fill any Office in the vaſt Empire of 
the Univerſe, muſt be meanly provided with, Abilities. 
I ſuppoſe, Sir, your Apprehenfion takes the juſt Meaſure 
of things, that it never over-flouriſhes Objects, but agrees 
exactly with the Pattern: Your Judgment is ſquar'd 
by the Model in the Apprehenfion, and if this be exact, 
* that cannot well be miſtaken. Now I haye heard Fw 
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ſhines very glorioufly on your Head, and that you fancy 
Diamonds ſparkle more in your Cabinet, than in that of 
the great Magal: Theſe things you judge neither below 
your Care, nor your Eſteem; and ſhould J venture to 
call them a baſe Lumber, vile Minerals, or childiſh 
Trifles, you wauld ſuſpect my Prudence: Yet all the 
Diamonds of the Golcandian Mines, all the Oar of Potoſi 
falls ſhort of the Perfection of the vileſt Animal. Gold 
may ſhine, but cannot breathe; Diamonds may glitter, 
but cannot move; an Inſect crawls in a more elevated 
Sphere; it lives, and this fole Prerogative is above the 
Reach and Capacity of Metal; indeed theſe things are 
handſomly varniſhed ; and 'tis the Colour alone that 
juſtifies your Eſteem, and makes ſome Atonement for 

our Dotage, If therefore you have not quite forſaken 
Reaſon, either eſteem Gold or Jewels leſs, or Inſects 
more; 1 are vile, you muſt think of a new World 
to expreſsthe Baſeneſs of the other. 

I cannot diſmiſs this Argument, till I have brought the 
Epicurean Part of it to examen. Tis below the Majeſty 
of God, you ſay, to extend his Care to the Direction 
and Conſervation of ſuch deſpicable Creatures; and then 
very philoſophically you infer he does not; but becauſe 
this does not ſerve your Turn, you advance a Step, and 
tell us, they may as well come into the World without 
his Help, as continue without it. | | 

Your Argument is built on a falſe 8 there 
is no Creature deſpicable in the whole Univerſe but the 
proud Atheiſt, who thinks ſo. Hearken to Ariſtotle, who 
ſaw as far into Nature as any of our Libertines, lib. 1. 
de Pariu Animal. cap. 5. Viliorum animalinm rationem 
propenſionemg; puerili ſaſtidio ſpreviſſe dignum nequaquan 
eſt, cum nulla fit res Nature, in qua non mirandum ali- 
guid inditum habeatur : To flight the Oeconomy and Per- 
fection of the moſt imperfed Animal is childiſh, ſeeing there 
is nothing in Nature ſo minute and iucouſiderable, that 
has not ſome Qualities worthy of Admairation, The Vileneſs 
of the moſt abject Worm conſiſts not in the Perfecton it 
poſſeſſes, but in thoſe it wants: Tis relatively ſo; and in 
this Senſe, every limited Being is ſuperlatively vile, if 
compar'd with the boundleſs Perfection of the Creator. 
But if we conſider them in themſelves, they participate 
ſome faint Rays of Divine Perfections; they 22 = 
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Effects of his Power, and Objects of his Love; for had 
their Natures no Similitude with the Perfections of God, 
he could not have produc'd them ; and did he not love 
them, he would not: Now to make them worthy both 
of his Power and Love, and not of his Care, is ridicu- 
lous and impious. Indeed did we traveſty God into a 
Shepherd, as the Poets did Apollo; did we ſuppoſe he left 
his Godhead in Heaven, to feed Flocks on Earth, or 
that he took up his Habitation with Piſmires, or lodg'd 
in Dunghills with Worms, your Objection would appear 
reaſonable; but we muſt caſt off theſe Anthropomorphite 
Principles. To act on Earth, he needs not abandon Hea- 
ven; nor diſpatch Courtiers to intimate his Orders, or 
Deputies to execute em; he is as neceflarily in all Places, 
as in all Times: He created all Things without Labour, 
and conſerves them without Solicitude. The Manage- 
ment of the World neither takes one grain from his Hap- 


pineſs, nor adds one; he is as much at Leiſurt ſince its @ 


Creation as before; and though he be without Embaraſs, 
he is never idle. Behdes, though we cannot dabble in 
Pitch without being defil'd, that Aphoriſm of the wiſe 
Man concerns not him ; he ſhines in Mire, glitters in 
Dirt, and like the Sun gilds corrupted Carcaſſes, without 
being tainted or ſullied. I therefore conclude your Phi- 
loſophy is of the ſame Piece with your Divinity, and 
both are drawn from the Original of Epicures: They 
are too fooliſh, methinks, to trepan a wiſe Man, and too 
bla ſphemous to engage a good Man; and indeed I am half 
perſuaded you laugh at his Syſtem in your Heart, tho? 
you applaud it in Publick, and would eafily deſert his 
Belief, if you could enjoy, without Remorſe, the Bene- 
fit of condeſcending Moralities. . 
Theo. Come, Sir, you have harangu'd enough upon 
this Subject ; methinks the Chamber begins to ſmell of 
Vermin, we have been upon an uncleanly Topick: To 
diſcourſe of H/orms, Toads and Maggots looks like tread- 
ing Eels out of Mud; they are unphiloſophical Employ- 
ments, and we will commit the farther Diſcuſſion of 


the Poet to a Committee of Cola finders, or a Club of 
Kake-kenne li. | 
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DIALOGUE XXIII. 
The ſeventh, Proof. The palpable Abſurdities which fol: 


low from no GOD, demunſtrate there is one. 


Euſeb. 1 Omit many other Arguments that plead moſt 
powerfully for a God; in this Number we 


may place Miracles and Propheſies. If ever there were 


a Miracle, all the Atheiſt's fine Aypotbeſes fall to the 
Ground, all the Leaves in Mindſor Foreſt will not be able 
to hide the Folly of his Incredulity; for if ever a dead 
Man has been brought back to Life, it muſt have been 
done by a Power above the Energy of natural Cauſes : 
To revive a dead Man, is as hard as to infuſe Life into 
Marble, and I think all the Abilities of Nature can never 
reach this Operation. Now thatſuch Miracles have been 
wrought in the World, may be made out by as plain Evi- 


dence, as the Nature of paſt Matters of Fact require, 


7. e. by unqueſtionable Authority, and more can neither 
rationally be expected nor deſired. 

Again, to foretel Things that depend merely upon the 
Exerciſe of our Free-will, is a manifeſt Argument of a 
God; for an Underſtanding that can foreſee what will 
happen, by the ſame Perſpicacity muſt know what has 
happen'd, and à fortiori, whatever does actually happen, 

and by conſequence whatever can be known. Now 
ſuch a vaſt Extent of Knowledge can only ſuit with a 
Being infinitely perfect, at leaſt far ſuperior to Man 

For as Pindar takes Notice, Ad futura cecatiant mentes 
humane, Future Events lie out of the Sphere of human 


 Underſtandings: We ſee nothing but Obſcurity and Dark- 


neſs before us ; we cannot tell what Changes, what Re- 
volutions of Deſigns may be made in our Breaſts before 


to Morrow, much leſs what other Men will ſay or do a 


hundred Years hence. Whence the Latins call foretel- 
ling of Things, Divinatio, as if it was dhe peculiar Pri- 
vilege of the Divinity: And the Prophet 1/4/44 bids the 
Gods of the Heathens prove their Title to Worſhip by 
Prophecy. Emunciate que ventura a ſunt i in Jutnrum, & 
ſciemus quia Dit eſtis vor. 


Now 


* 


The GENTLEMAN Lzſtructed 447 

Now it is clear beyond Diſpute, that Men have fore- 
told future Events with all their Circumſtances; which 
they could not. do by the Force of human Wit and Indu- 
ſtry: J Zerefore, they receiv'd the Faculty from another 
who can dive into Futurities, and diſcover all the Wind- 
ings and Maeanders of the Hearts of Men to come, as 
well as of thoſe who are, and have been. I will cull 
out two or three Prophecies of a hundred which may be 
found in our Scripture, and deſire you to ſpend a cool 
and impartial Thought upon them. 1. Keg. cap. xfit. 
whilſt Feroboam ſacrific'd on an Altar to Baal, a Prophet 


cry'd out, Altare, Altare, hec dicit Dominus, ecce Filius 


naſcetur domui David, Jolias Nomine, & 1mmolabit ſuper 
te Sacerdotes excelſorum, qui uunc in te thura ſuccendunt, 
GC of/a hominum in te incendunt. This happen'd exactly 
361 Years after: The Prophet Iſaiab, c. 41. foretells. the 
Empire of Cyrus and his Name 200 Years before he was 


born. Daniel the Subverſion of the Chaldean Monarchy, 


the Grandeur of the Median, Perſian, Grecian and Roman 
Empires; nay, he deſcends to particular Accidents, ſo 
that he ſeems rather to compile a Story of paſt, than a 
Prophecy of future T'ranfactions ; yet the Event runs e- 
ven with his Prediction, *tis true to a Letter, and there- 
fore to Admiration. Now this alone wounds Atheiſm 
mortally,. and ſtabs its grand Principle, There is no God. 
For this Diſcourſe is moſt certain, Nozhing in Natare is 
able to foreſee things which depend meerly upon the Free- 
Will of Miau, aud will happen fame Ages after : But tis cer- 
tain that Men have foreſeen things that depended on the 
Free- Mill of Man, and did happen ſeveral Ages after they 


were foretold, therefore, there 15 an intelligent Being abotde 


Nature. Lou can only evade the Force of the Argument 
by denying the Matter of Fact; but when you ſtrike 
upon an evident Abſurdity, and muſt call in all Records, 


there is not any Story in the World more 2uthentlck, - 


than that of the Scripture: Now to disbelieve all Hiſtory 
out of Fear of being impos'd on, is to play the Fool with 
Caution, and to ſtretch Wearineſs into Stupidity. I 


intend not to deſcant on thoſe two Proofs, nor to draw 


them up to their full Advantage; confront them at leiſure, 
with Hiſtory both facred and profane; .compare the Text 
with Events, puſh on the Examen not only to Exactneſs, 
but to the Extremity of Criticiſm, only ſtop wa the 

| erms 


448 The GENTLEMAN Iuſtructed. 
Terms of Reaſon, and expect no greater Evidence than 
Things paſt will bear: Do not firſt paſs Sentence, and 
then examine Evidences, firſt condemn, and then inquire 
into the Merits of the Cauſe, and I am confident you 
will confeſs, Things have been both done and foretold, 
that come not within the Reach of Nature ; and therefore 
you will be oblig'd to acknowledge there is ſomething 
that commands Nature, and calls thoſe things, that are 
not, by their Name, as well as thoſe that are. 

Theo. | will take into Conſideration your Propoſals 
in due Time; but pray read us the Regiſter of Abſur- 
dities: This is your preſent Task, and I am impatient 
to hear it. 

Euſeb. J ſhall open my Indictment with an Accuſation 
able to make a Man's Ears tingle, notwithſtanding your 
Tenets are guilty of the Impeachment. There is no God, 
= ſay, no Providence to watch over the Children of 

en, no Goodneſs to reward Virtue, no Juſtice to 
puniſh Vice; hope of a future Bliſs is but a pleaſing Ima- 
gination, Fear of T orments but a vain Bugbear invented 
by Melancholy, and improv'd by Cuſtom ; does not 
this accurs'd Doctrine open the Gate to Pride, Arrogance 
and T'yranny ? Does it not let in upon us Perfidiouſneſs, 
Perjury, and Sacrilege? Does it not invite Mankind to 
turn off Shame; to caſhier Modeſty ; to plunge into the 
Mire of Laſciviouſneſs; and in ſhort, to break off all 
Commerce, all Correſpondence with Neighbours, Friends 
and Relations? Now can any thing be imagined more 
abſurd, than to father ſuch horrid, ſuch univerſal Cor- 
ruptions on the firſt greateſt and ſupream Truth? This 
all Atheiſts do. For as the prime Verity (if there be a 
God) is, There is a God, who rules, directs and governs 
the Univerſe ; ſo if there be none, that muſt be degraded, 
and this ſubſtituted in its Place, There is zo God who rules, 
directs, and governs the Univerſe ; but this Truth will 
extinguiſh Fear, and ſtifle Reverence; it lets looſe the 
whole Crowd of Paſſions, and expoſes the World to Pil- 
lage and Rapine ; for Men void of Fear, are void of Re- 
ſtraint, and ſo ſet up Appetite for the Standard of all 
their Actions. PC 

Secondly, It will follow, that a Falſhood, an Impoſſibi- 
lity, a meer Chimera, is the Cauſe of Religion, of Ju- 
ſtice, Temperance, and Modeſty ; that it is the Founda- 
ES b tlon 


tron of Pe.ce, Concord, and the very Baſis that ſupports 
all well-ordered Common wealths; for the Perſuaſion of 


a Deity, the Fear of his Anger, and Hope of his Mercy 


awe Men more than civil Rewards or Puniſhments. 
Now is it not down-right Madneſs, to think, that a Chi- 
mera, a meer Fiction, that has no Being, but in ſome 
deluded Brain, ſhould countenance Virtue and perſuade 
it? Should diſcountenance V ice, and load it with Shame 
and Infamy ; whereas the prime Truth in the Atheiſts 
Catechiſm, There is no God, leads Men into all Abomi- 
nations. 

Thirdly, It will follow, that Wiſdom ſtifles Virtue, and 
Error cheriſhes it; for if there be no God, it's Error and 
| Folly to believe there is one, tis a Piece of Wiſdom to 

ſtand up and proteſt againſt a Forgery, ſo prejudicial to 
Truth, Reaſon, and Senſuality : It's a Piece of Wiſdom 
to maintain that Truth, and Wiſiom are Plagues, not 
only to particular Men, but even to Societies; that they 
drown Kingdoms in Deluges of Corruption, and cut off 
the Bands of Unity, that knit the Parts together; that 
they muſt be clapt under the Hatches, and condemn'd' 
to Darkneſs and Confinement, as T raitors to Humanity, 
and Rebels to Government: But then on the other Side, 
it follows, that Frror and Ignorance ſupport Commerce, 
maintain Tranquillity, and enliven Society; that they are 
to be promoted as the Source and Origin of all Good, 
that they enlighten the Underſtanding, poliſh the Will, 
and not only render People wiſe, but good. 
| Fuurthly, That all thoſe Heroes who have been fa- 
mous, either for Learning or Piety, were wretchedly mi- 
faken in a thing of the higheſt Concern: They fell 
down before an airy Statue of God, forg'd in the Brain, 
#ruck out of Error, and ſhap'd by Viſion, Cuftom and 
Education: Whilſt Men, unprovided of Wit, deſtitute 
of Conſcience, of profligate Lives, and of worſe Princi- 
ples, burthenſome to their Countries, and ſcandalous to 
their very Species, unravel the Truth, and unmask the 
grand Impoſture: Before a Man can believe fo 3 an 
Abſurdity, he muſt turn off Reaſon, and conclude, that 
the work of Men were the beſt; the molt illiterate, the 
maſt wile; and thoſe who have ever juſtiy been eftcem'd 
blonſers, the only Ornaments of our Kind. 
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Fiſibiy, That to pay Homage and Obedience to God, 


to fear Puniſhment, or hope for Reward, are fooliſh and 


vain Actions, and wholly oppoſite to Reaſon : For to re- 
vere, worſhip, and tremble at a Chimera, is both childiſh 
and ridiculous. It's unreaſonable and impious into the 


Bargain: If therefore God fits on the ſame Level with an 
- Impoſhbility, if he has no other Being, than what a de- 


luded Underſtanding is pleated to give him, he is no 
more to be valued, than all thoſe impoſſible Combinati- 
ons that are ſpawn'd by Fancy, and crawl in the Ima- 
gination. | £ 

S:xthly, That Impiety, Sacrilege and Blaſphemy are 
laudable Actions, and agreeable to the moſt invioll ge 
Dictates of Reaſon. For if there be no God, all the A&i- 
ons that fly in his Face, that attack his imaginary and 
uſurp'd Grandeur are good: Firſt, Becauſe they are pub- 
lick Proteſtations of a Truth, viz. That there is a God. 


And, Secondly, Becauſe they are efficacious Means to diſ- 


abuſe Mankind, and to withdraw it from the erroneous 
Perſuaſions of a Deity and Providence. Pray, Sir, tell me, 
are not theſe moſt diſmal Conſequences? Are they not able 
to chill the Blood, and to caſt Humanity into Convullions? 
They cannot be thought on without Horror, nor believ'd 
without Fury. Had Ja Hand in the Government, or any 
Power with the Commons, I would bring all the Abettors 
of thoſe lewd T enets within the Statutes of Treaſon. They 
tend directly to the Subverſion of Order and Diſcipline, 
When Men believe ſo looſe Principles, their Actions can- 
not be regular. Nothing but want of Occaſions to be Vil 
lains can plead for their Honeſty: Impotence alone is the 
guard of their Innocence, and of their Neighbour's Safety. 
Thee. You are ſmart upon Atheiſts, and methinks in- 
tend to hector them into Religion, rather than convince 
them. But, Sir, alittle Reaion goes farther than much 
Satyr, they are Men of Mettle, and dare look a Rhodo- 
montade in the Face: They will not be frighted out of 
their Opinion with Buckram Invective. . 
Euſeb. Did you ſee a Raſcal ready to ſet Fire to your 
Houſe, or a Bravo making at your Breaſt with a drawn 
Sword, in ſuch Exigencies you would lay aſide Forma- 
lity and Ceremony: And I ſuppoſe ſuch extraordinary 
Circumſtances would eafily juſtify a little Smartnebs. 
This is our preſent Caſe. By denying a Deity, you pull 
| | „ ö up 
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up all Reſtraint, you let looſe the whole Kennel of Vicess 
and hollow in Pride, Rapine and Cruelty to worry us; 
you do not only lop off the Branches of Subordination 
and Government, but tear them up by the Roots, and un- 
dermine the very Foundation of Society: We cannot car- 
ry on any Commerce, nor live in any Corporation, with- 
out truſting ſometimes our Neighbour: For it is impoſſi- 
ble to make all Matters fo ſure, as to leave nothing to 
Honeſty and Honour. Truſt is the Ground, the Baſs 
and firſt Principle of Commerce ; without this, we muſt 
ſtand at Defiance with all the World, and place Security 
in our Power alone Now if there be no Superior to 


. awe us, no Principle within us that points out Good and 


Evil, it's abſurd and fooliſh to truſt any Man; for there 
is no Ground for ſuch a Confidence in your HMypotheſis, 
nothing that can perſuade a Man to ſaerifice his Intereſt 
to Truth and Juſtice, | | 

For if there be no God, Man is his own Law, and there- 
fore can offend no Body but himſelf; nay, nor can he 
oftend himſelf ; for if he be ſupream, whatever he does is 
right. Let him contrive Plots againſt Church and State 
let him worry the Innocent, or prey upon the Poor, he re- 
mains loyal, tho? plung'd in Treaſons ; ſpotleſs, tho” dipt 
in Blood; and without Sin, though loaded with Crimes. 
Now ſuch Doctrine muſt of neceſſity unhinge Society, 
and turn Kingdoms into Heaps of Rubbiſh, and Piles of 
Confuſion ; for it withdraws all thoſe Props that ſuſtain 
Obedience, and breaks thoſe Bands that cement Unity. 
A Man muſt be made of Ice not NR Concern 
at the Approach of ſo threatning a Danger. 

Theo, Of what Danger? | 

Euſeb. Of our Lives and Fortunes; for nothing can ſe- 
cure them but the Impotence of Atheiſts. We are out- 


law'd by your Principles already, and ſhould quickly be 


clap'd on the Gallows did your Power correſpond with 
your Intentions, at leaft to your Maxims. But your Forces 
are diſpers'd, they are canton'd in Taverns and Bawdy- 
Houſes, and it's hard to draw them into a Body; ſo that 
the Government ſtands, becauſe you want ſtrength to overs 
turu it: Weernjoy Liberty, becauſe you cannot enſlave us; 
and our Eſtates, becauſe you dare not invade them. 

Theo. Theſe are reflecting Hints, and rather plead for 


Incivility than a God; I had rather connive at the Affront 
| G 8 2 ä than 
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than revenge it, and attribute it rather to Heat than Ad- 
Vertenice. *-: | 

Euſeb. Under Favour, Sir, tho? your Tenets raife my 
Indignation, TI think they deſerve it; yet Faſhion has not 
dimm'd my Underſtanding; I ſpeak with Reflection; and 
if my Diſcourſe diſpleaſe you, thank your Principles for the 
Mortification. I fay again, if there be no God, Man has 
no Superior; if he has no Superior, he can be ſubject 
tono Law; he can neither do wefl nor ill; for Good 
and Evil are relative Denominations, and ſuppoſe a Law 
that prohibits the one, and either commands or countels 
the other; if he can do no ill, and is perſuaded of this 
impeccable Prerogative, why ſhall he not glut his Ambi- 
tion with Freaſons and Murders; his Avarice with Ra- 
pines; and his Incontinence with his Proſtitutions? 
Theſe Actions fit very eaſy on Confcience; they ſpawn 
on Senſe, and charm Nature; nay, according to your 
grand Maxim, they deſerve the Name of Virtues, as well 
as Obedience, Juſtice, or Chaſtity, and are more eaſily 
pract 8'd than forborn: Indeed, tho? you be neither under 
the Reſtraint of Natural Laws nor Divine, Civil Laws 
may fright you ſometimes from the Practice; for Atheiſts 
of all Men dote on their Skin, they love not to make 2 
publick Intrado into the 01d Bazly, nor to be carted in 
Ceremony to Hide- Park-Corner. But then what Govern- 
ment can be ſecure, when Subjects obey meerly for want 
of an Opportunity to rebel? And are only innocent when 
Intereſt forbids them to be guilty ? | | 

Theo. This is an odious Subject, pray let us ſtep over 
it; Iam afraid you will turn Evidence, if Paſſion carries 
you a little farther, and I may be put to the Exigence of 
ſolving Difficulties at the Bar. I will now return an An- 
ſwer to your moſt material Objection. You ſay, if there 
be no God, that Juſtice, Temperance, Modeſty, and O- 
bedience flow from a meer Chimera ; that Fiction, Im- 
poſture and Falſhood ſupport Society ; this you ſtorm at, 
and throw it among the firſt Claſs of Abſurdities: But 
pray reflect, that Ignorance and Policy at Kome and A- 
chens ſet up a Multiplicity of Gods, they carv'd Idols of 
all Sizes, and of all Creatures ; they perſuaded the Vul- 
gar that their mute Statues puniſh'd Vice, and reward- 
ed Virtue. This Impoſture cheated many into Juſtice, 


Chaſtity and Obedience. You cannot deny but Deiſts 
| T0 Were 
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were imaginary, that they were as void of Senſe, as of 


Reaſon, and were lo far from being able either to protect 


their Proſely tes, or chaſtiſe their Enemies, that»they could 
not defend themſelves. In fine, Sir, they were Nothing, 
yet thele Nothingi, theſe Chimera's ſcar'd People into their 
Duty, and aw'd them into heroick Flights of Morality, 
If the Perſuaſion of a God, (tho' there be no ſuch Thing) 
works the ſame Effects, where lies the Abſurdity ? If 
Falſhood, two thouſand Years ago, gull'd People into 
Submiſſion, and wheedled them into Virtue, it may play 
over again the ſame Game in our Age; we are liable to 
Ignorance, as well as the Arhenrans or Romans, and what 


either quicken'd their Hopes, or enliven'd their Fears, 


may make Impreſſion upon ours. | 

Euſeb, I confeſs that the Perſuaſion of the antient Pa- 
gans was erroneous, and falſe in particular, but not in 
general: They acknowledg'd a Deity who look'd into 
Human Affairs, and who would once exact a ſtrict Ac- 
count of their moſt minute Actions ; ſo far they were 
right; but then when they applied this Notion of a God 
to Stocks or Stones, to wicked Men or accurſed Demons, 
they deviated from Truth : The Principle therefore of 
theſe Men was true, viz. A Gd: But the Application of 
it to Fapiter, Mars or Venus was erroneous; for theſe 
were Perſons of moſt profligate Morals: The firſt, an A- 
dulterer, the ſecond, a Murtherer, and the third, a moſt 
impudent Harlot, So that neither the Attributes of a Di- 
vinity, nor the Management of the World, nor the Ven- 
geance of ill Actions, nor the Reward of good ones be- 
long'd to them. Now when Men abſtain'd from Immo- 
rality out of Fear of offending God, or practis'd Virtue 
out of Deſire to pleaſe him; they were not mov'd by this 
Perſuaſion, that there was a ſupream Being, who hated 
ill, and Jov'd good; and would puniſh that, and reward 
this; which univerſal Perſuaſion is moſt true; and Vir- 
tue that ſtands on this Principle, has no Chimera to ſup- 
port it: Indeed they clap the Divinity on Men, inveſted 
Devils with its great Prerogatiyes, and worſhip'd t ofe 
Gods of their own Inſtitution ; and ſo blunder'd about 
the particular Subject of Adoration, notwithſtanding =; 
retain'd the Notion of a Deity able to chaſtiſe the wicked, 
and fo had a kind of true Foundation of political and 


moral Virtue ; But if there be no God, or if he mews - 
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himſelf up in Heaven, without entring into our Concerns, 
the very Foundation of all Probity, all Subordination is 
falſe and fictitious, and by conſequence, all Truſt, Com- 
merce, Piety and Society are ſuſtain'd by Impoſture and 
Forgery, which is an Opinion fo unkind to our very Na- 
ture, and ſo irrational, that no Man can abett it without 
Folly and Madneſs. | 5 
A Gentleman of the Company interrupted Euſebius. 
Sir, ſaid he, I confeſs your Arguments have Force; they 
are rational, and a Man mutt be very hard to pleale that 
will not reliſh them. But unlefs our Souls are immortal, 
what Reaſon have Men either to love his Goodneſs, or 
to fear his Severity? His Bleſſing muſt ſtop with our 
Breath, and his Curſes cannot overtake us in Eternity: 
For if Death robs us of Life and Being, all our Hopes 
and Fears are at a ſtand: They diſappear with our laſt 
Sigh, and vaniſh into nothing. So that the Doctrine of 
a God is not ſufficient alone to reform Mankind, and all 
Religion may be regarded as uſeleſs, or flung among the 
Ceremonies Divines term Diaphora; for if my Soul be 
mortal, future Rewards are impoſſible, as well as Tor- 
ments: Why then ſhould I court Virtue at the Expence 
of preſent Satisfaction? Or withſtand Appetite with the 
Forfeiture of Pleaſure ? Why ſhould I bridle Luft, or 
preſcribe Bounds to my Ambition, if neither Conti- 
nence be regarded, nor Pride humbled ? For my part 
own ingenuouſly, I ſhall make the beſt uſe of Time, till 
T am ſure there is an Eternity. I ſhall trim up my Houſe 
of Clay, and lay out my Stock on Reparations: My Paſ- 
3 live at Diſcretion, and range without Con- 
troul. | | % 
If my Arguments convince you that there is a God, 
replied Euſebius, you cannot queſtion the Immortality 
of the Soul. God and the Immortality of the Soul 
are Correlatives, and whatever Proof makes for the one, 
eſtabliſhes the other: For as I hinted above, if there 
be a God, he is juſt, and therefore crowns Virtue, and 
revenges Vice: Now it is evident that the Juſt often- 
times in this Life receive no Reward, and the Impi- 
ous no Puniſhment ;z therefore they muſt receive it in the 
next; therefore our Souls muſt not die with our Bodies; 
therefore they are immortal. Again, if our Souls are 
immortal, there is a God. For ſuppoſing this noble Pre- 
VVT rogative, 
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rogative, which way did the Soul come by it, but by the 
Goodneſs and Power of an infinite Agent? It can neither 
be the Effect of Matter nor Motion; theſe Things are 
below the Level of a Spirit, they have neither Life nor 
Knowledge ; how can they infuſe into anoiher thoſe Per- 
fections that are Strangers to themſelves? Did our Souls 
ſteal a Being from all Eternity? Where were they before 
they enter'd our Bodies? Who order'd my Soul to take 
Poſleſſion of my Body rather than of another? Or where 
did it hover before it found the Settlement? I ſuppoſe 


Pythagoras*s Metempſycaſis is grown out of Faſhion in Ex- | 


rope, we ſend Souls no more on Expeditions of Knight- 
Errantry ; they ſcorn to take up with Swine, or to lodge 
with Camels and Elephants. If therefore they are im- 
mortal Spirits, you cannot avoid a Creator; neither 
Hazard, Motion, or Matter can give us a good Account 
of their Origin. 


Euſebius deſired another Meeting the next Day, to put 


an end to the Conference. One Seſſion, faid he, addreſ- 
ling himſelf to the Company, will compleat the Work, 


and I deſire your Preſence ; I will only draw up in ſhort 


the dum of our Diſpute, that you may at one View ſee 
the Strength of my Proofs, and the Weakneſs of my Ad- 
verſaries: And then, Theomachas, if (in ſpite of Light) 
you reſolve to remain in Darkneſe, (after I have detected 
your Errors) I'll pity. your Obſtinacy. - The Company 
accepted of the Appointment, and ſo broke up. But Theo- 
machus, after mature Deliberation, thought beſt to wave 
the Interview; he had been too often foil'd to venture 
another Puſh: Beſides, he perceiv'd that ſome of the 


Gentlemen began to waver: The Reaſons of Euſebius 


had done Execution; altho* indeed none had declar'd 
for Religion, many approv'd it; ſo. that he fear'd ano- 
tner Conference, with a ſhort Exhortation might de- 
tach ſome, and weaken his Party. And if the Succeſs 
of the Controverſy ſhould be put to Vote, he foreſaw. 
nothing but Shame for himſelf, and Victory for his An- 
tagoniſt: But the Matter being not determined (ſaid he 
to one of his Intimates) like thoſe who have a Suit de- 
pending, we may both pretend Right, and ſo we ſhall 
part Stakes. But to withdraw handſomly, de ſent Eu- 
ſebius this Letter. | 


Ge 4 SIR, 


4 


456 The GENTLEMAN Inſiruded. 


SIR, | | 
174 ſorry Neceſſity has ſorc'd me to diſappoint you to Mor- 

row ; an unforeſeen Affair requires my Abſence from 
Town ; *tis both important and preſſing, ſo that I cannot re- 
tard my Departure one Day without great Prejudice to my 
Concerns, and Danger to a Relation. I therefore diſengage 
my Word, and preſume you will excuſe and pardon my Inci- 
vility: When 1 have rid my Hands of this troubleſome 
Accident, „„ 

You may command, SIX, 


Yours. 


Euſebius read the true Deſign of Theomachus under his 
falſe Pretence; and eaſily perceiv'd he retir'd to avoid 
both Conviction and Confuſion, and indeed it's hard to 
determine which he dreaded moſt. For he was jealous 
of his Honour to Phrenzy, and obſtinate in Infidelity to 
Madneſs. Notwithſtanding Euſebius next Morning met 
the other Gentlemen at the Rendezvous, who were con- 
cern'd at the ſudden Retreat of their Hero, yet ſome ex- 
cus'd, tho* others blam'd him. Euſebius addreſſing him- 
ſelf to the Company, ſpoke to this Purpoſe. v. 


The Conclufion of the CONFERENCE. 


GENTLEMEN, 

E meet to Day to finiſh the Diſpute ; and I thought 
the Controverſy alſo, but the unexpected Retreat, 

55 01 ſay Flight) of Theomac hus has baffled my Hopes. 
ad he not ſuſpected the Juſtice of his Cauſe, why did 
he ſo ſhamefully deſert it? I had no Deſign on his Ho- 
nour, but on his Impiety. I ſhould have diſclaim'd the 
Glory of Conqueſt, had he but acknowledged his Defeat, 
and abjur'd an Error, that will at laſt ruin him, and thoſe 
who inconſiderately abett it. Nay, an humble Confeſſi- 
on of the Truth had ſecur'd his Reputation from Oblo- 
quy; the Blemiſh had fallen on the Cauſe, not on his 
Wit; but the Glory of Submiſſion to the Truth had been 
wholly imputed to his Candour and the Sincerity of his 
Temper. People had thrown the Reproach of 1 
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rather on the Miſinformation of his Underſtanding, than 
on the Perverſeneſs of his Will, fo that he could only 
fear to be eſteem'd more unfortun2 te than criminal: But 
this ungenteel Flight lays him open to the Severity of 
Cenſure, and all underſtanding Men muſt neceflarily 
conclude, he wanted Abilities tod lefend a bad Cauſe, and 
Conſcience to difown it. But [II lea ye bim to himſelt, 
and where can he be more uneaſy, than in his own Co , 
any? Though he be without a God, he is not without 
| Fa and who can ſleep ſecure that harbours ſuch a Fury? 
Atheiſts (like the China Mandarin) are waited on by 
Hangmen that puniſh their own Delinquencies : They 
can never avoid the Arreſt and Execution of their Con- 
ſciences ; tho? they make a Sport of God, and a Diverſion 
of Crimes in publick, they are more ſerious in private; 
which is a ſhrewd Sign their Atheiſm is imaginary, tho? 
their Impiety be real. A God, or #0 God, Gentlemen, is 
an important Queſtion; and thoſe who incline to the Ne- 
gative, would do well toexamine it with Care, with Study, 
with 'Coolneſs and Impartiality, before they come to a 
final Reſolution. When the Athenians heard of the Death 
of their mortal Enemy Philip the Macedonian, they were 
preſently for manitelting their Joy by ſome publick Scene 
of Jollitry: But a Fellow among the Crowd bid em firſt 
be ſure 'S 2was dead, leſt one day they might find him 
alive by the Severity of his Revenge, The Atheiſt of all 
Men ſhould follow this wholſom, this prudent Advice; 

and nothing but a ſtrict Demonſtration can ſecure him: 
For all the "plaufi ble Sophiſms in the World will never 
reſcue him from Danger; nor by Conſequence his Electi- 
on from Folly: for 0 long as he is not demonſtratively 
ſecure there is no Deity, for ny thing he knows there 
is one ; and if there be, he Ft certainly feel the Exi- 
gence of that dreadful Majeſty he deny'd, by the Rigour 
of his Juſtice: It's therefore our Intereſt to believe there 
is a God, and to ſquare our Actions by this Belief; for 
we can be no Loſers by Credulity ; but may be undone 
eternally by Infidelity: Indeed the Atheiſt is ſenſible 
enough his Caſe is deſperate, if there be a God, and if 
one may believe him, wiſhes nothing more, than that it 
were in his Power to credit his Beipg: But, ſays he, this 
is the proper Work of Demonſtration: Evidence alone 
ſettles the Judgment, of which I am wholly — 
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But this is a Blindneſs rather than an Excuſe: A petty 


Artifice to excite Compaſſion, or to hide Folly and Mad- 
neſs under the Dreſs of Sincerity. If they expect Ma- 
thematical Evidence, they will die Atheiſts, for ſuch 
Conviction is impoſſible ; and they that will only ſubmit 
to Proofs of which the Matter is uncapable, ſhould ra- 
ther purge than diſpute: He is fitter for Phyhick than 
Reaſon, and I would counſel him to ſhave and air his 
Brain. | 

Now let me deſire you, Gentlemen, by all that is dear, 
to take this Matter into Conſideration, it deſerves Time, 
Thought and Reflection. The Queſtion is, Whether 


there be a God who eternally rewards Virtue, and eter- 


nally puniſhes Vice? What can be more important, than 
to be well inform'd on which Side of the Contradiction 
Truth lies? If in the next World there be no high Court 
of Juſtice, no Judge, no Account taken either of Good 
or Evil; why ſhould Men force Appetite, ſtorm Incli- 


nation, or bridle Deſire? Why ſhouid they forego the 


Enjoyments of this Life, and {ell a preſent Satisfaction 
for a vain Expectation of a future Felicity ? 
But then, if there be a God, Atheiſts are in ill Circum- 


ſtances, they muſt take Leave of Life and Pleaſure toge- 


ther, and give a fad Farewel to Delights. Their laſt 


Breath extinguiſhes Joy, and kindles a Flame not to 


conſume, but to torment them eternally. Their Mu- 
fick will End in Tears, their Pleaſure in Repentance, and 


their Repentance in Deſpair. It's a doleful Cataſtro- 


phe to be dragg'd from a Palace into a Dungeon, and 
from the Embraces of a Dalilah into thoſe of everlaſting 
Flames. What Man in his Senſes would take the molt 
glittering, and moſt gaudy Happineſs in the World, to- 
oether with ſuch a dreadful Reverſion of Torments? Yet 
if there be Scientia in Excelſis, Knowledge and Juſtice 


above, (that is a God) the Infidel Atheiſt will byrn be- 


low, and feel the juſt Revenge of that powerful Majeſty 
he ſo obſtinately denied. 

Now, Gentlemen, the Matter ſtanding thus, withdraw 
from Hurry and Paſſion, take off all Affection from the 
preſent ; divorce wholly from this World, till you are 
ſure there is no ſuch thing as another. Argue with 

our ſelves. thus: I believe 1 am lawfully begotten, I be- 
lee I am baptiz?d, and never doubted of either: 1 5 1 
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have the bare Teſtimony of my Mother for the Truth 
of the firſt, and perchance the ſole Authority of a Parſon, 
or a Midwife for the Belief of the ſecond. But all Nati- 
ons tell me there is a God as well as Ages: Why there- 
fore ſhall the Word of one Woman, or of one Man, not 
only ſway, but fix and ſettle my Judgment in thoſe 
Caſes, and not the joint Teſtimony of all Men in this? 
cannot contemplate the petty Springs of a Watch, or 
the rude Contrivance of a Cabbin, but preſently the 
Sight leads me naturally to an Artificer. I cannot poſ- 
ſibly aſcribe the Frame of either to blind Chance, or fatal 
Neceſſity; and though I fool my Underſtanding, and en- 
ſlave my Reaſon in a thouſand Occaſions, in this I can- 
not. They diſobey the moſt preſſing Commands of the 
Will, they pronounce boldly in ſpite of Practice and In- 
clination, that ſome Hand put the Wheels together, and 
rais'd the Cottage. 4 
The moſt ill-ſhap'd Animal in the World, the moſt deſ- 
picable Leaf are more finely contriv'd than all the Ma- 
chines that ever Art invented. If therefore the petty 
Fabrick of a Watch, the unpoliſh'd Frame of a poor 
Cottage convince me they were made by the Hand of an 
Artificer, muſt I not confeſs this Majeſtick Pile of the 
World, ſo vaſt, ſo various, ſo ſtupendious, was firſt con- 
triv'd by the Wiſdom, and then created by the Power of a 
moſt perfect Agent? If a leſs Motive ſways my Judg- 
ment, a greater may; and if my Aſſent be both firm and 
prudent in one Caſe, certainly it cannot be unſtable and 
impradent in the other. A Child may make theſe Re- 
flections; they are eaſy, obvious, and convincing: Rea - 
ſon therefore and Intereſt plead ſtrongly againſt Atheiſm, 
and you cannot abett it without betraying both. 
Proſtrate (I beſeech you) your ſelves with bended 
Knees and bleeding Hearts before the Throne of that 
dread Majeſty you have fo often provok'd by your Im- 
morality, and abjur'd by your Infidelity. Obſtinacy 
enflames his Juſtice, but Tears extinguiſh it. It's in 
your Power either to try the Weight of his Anger, or 
the Sweetneſs of his Mercy: But if Atheiſm waits on 
you to his Tribunal, you muſt expect nothing but Dam- 
nation. God's Greatneſs will fright you, his Power will 
diſarm you, and his Juſtice eternally torment you. In 
ſpite of Bravado's, Concience will not only act the Fo 
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of an Accuſer, but of an Executioner alſo. It will re- 
venge with Intereſt thoſe Rapes and Violences you have 
committed againſt it here, and turn thoſe kind Admoni- 
tions you receiv'd with Raillery into ſo many Inſtruments 
of Puniſhment. 5 | 

Gentlemen, dare you put theſe things to a venture ? 
Will you live in Infidelity as unconcernedly as if all the 
Terrors of another World were only frightful Dreams of 
Men awake; or meer Productions of A feveriſh and diſ- 
compos'd Brain? Certainly I have made the Exiſtence of 
a God too clear to be thought Fancy or Viſion. And 
then I expect Prudence will not permit you to think it 
a Matter not to be regarded, whether you are eternally 
happy or miſerable. 

At leaſt if you are refolv'd to play in this Life, and to 
weep in the other, decoy not unwary Gentlemen into ſo 
mad a Reſolution : Their Pains will not eaſe yours. If 

ou plot againſt their Purſe, haye no Defign upon their 
Religion, Scoff them not out of their Creed, tho' you 
wheedle them out of their Eſtates; when you have ſwept 
away their preſent Stock, force them not to make over 
their Title to Heayen. You can gain nothing by their 
Loſs; for the fame time you rally them out of Heaven, 
you jeſt your ſelves into Hell. 
Beſides, were the Exiſtence of a God, the Truth of 
Religion doubtful, yet they ſhould be thought on with 
Seriouſneſs, and ſpoken of with Reverence ; for People 
put a great Streſs on both. They look upon the Belief 


ofa Deity, and the Practice of Religion here as neceſſa- 


ry for their Happineſs hereafter. They acknowledge it 
is not only their Duty, but allo their Intereſt to believe 
a God, and to worſhip him. Methinks therefore it's a 
Breach of Civility, and a Failure in Breeding; it's an 
Affront to Chriſtians as well as to their Maker to turn 
the Object of their Adoration into Sport and Diverſion, 
and their Expectation into Romance: So that you can- 
not be prophane without being Clowns. Pray therefore 
(at leaſt for your Reputation's ſake) employ your Wits 
and Tongues on a more credible Subject. Certainly 
Wit is not grown ſo facrilegious, as not to be pleas'd 


without polluting holy Things. A Man may be civil 
without Blaſphemy, and lay in a very fair Pretenſion to 


Ingenuity, without being guilty of Profanenefs, T 
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To draw towards an End; if you intend to ſearch 
Truth with Serenity and Candour, take leave of Drolle- 
ry, preach not down God, Religion and Sobriety, but 
treat with Reſpect thoſe things Mankind reveres, for Men 
ſeldom honour what they ridicule; much leſs will they 
proſtrate themſelves to what they burleſque. Shake off 
therefore this buffooning Humour, and when the Tongue 
is brought under Diſcipline, ' the Heart will throw off 
all the Lets of Prejudice and Paſhon ; and then the Un- 
derſtanding diſengag'd from Violence, will eaſily ſub- 
mit to the Force of thoſe Reaſons I have laid before 

ou. 

: But if you run on in alewd Vein of Drollery and Im- 
piety, the moſt perſuaſive Arguments in the World will 
never work upon you; you'll certainly ſport your ſelves 
into Damnation, and fink down laughing into Hell. 
But then thoſe Flames that conſume Mirth, will awake 
Deſpair. You'll begin to be both ſerious and wile, 
when 'twill be too late to be ſo. Oh, how fooliſh, 
how imprudent is it to deny a Deity in this World, and 
to believe one in the other! To live Atheiſts in London, 
and Theiſts in Hell! | 


The End of the ſecond Part. 
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GEN TLEMEN, 


HE former Two Parts of the Gentleman In- 
ſtructed, have been ſo kindly received by the No- 

bility, that | preſume to recommend the Third 

- alſo, to the Favour of their Protection. Books 
make their Fortune, as well as younger Brothers, 

by the Credit of great Patrons ; they are unable to break 
through the Oppoſition of Criticiſm, without the ſupport 
of Authority, and ſo are ſuppoſed guilty, becauſe no, Body 
will ſtand up in their Defence; for at preſent, Prejudice 
and Cenſure run high, and, what is worſe, out of their 
proper Channel, Good Books. generally meet with Re> 
proach, and bad as often with Approbation. We ſquare 
our Fudgments by our Conduct, ſv that it's odds thoſe 
Men who declare for Vice will never reliſh à Lecture of 
Morality, No, no, when a Book condemns our Behavis 
our, we take the Freedom, by wav of Reprizals, to con- 
demn it; as if it were lawful, with Mr, Hobbs, to con- 
troul Reaſon, when Reaſon takes the Liberty to controul 
Us. | 
T1 therefore expect that Libertines and Debauchees will 
take Check at the Freedom of theje Papers, as well as at 
the Subjedt ; and that poſſibly they may diſcharge a Holly 
of Reproaches upon the Author; for in a barry, Paſſion 
miſtakes @ Friend for a Foe, and falls as font on thoſe who 
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come to gur Reſcue, as on thaſe who intend our Ruin; but 
the beſt on it is,the Force of their Weapons anſwers not the 
ſtrength of their Malice; for alas, a Jeſt males a weak 
Thruſt, and'a Sarcaſm a weaker ; and fober Men ſeldom 
condemn a Book, becauſe Libertines burleſque it, for the 
Opinion of ſuch Fudges is always ſaſpedted of Partiality, 
aud ſo neither be aCreait to a Canſe, nor a great Misfur- 
tune. 


Who commiline: this, Euſebius, ſaid a Spark, to tutor 


all Mankind* To laſh gur Failures? To expoſe our Perſins 


to Reproach and Infamy? Muſt he pendant it over his Bei- 
ters, and revile Quality at Diſcretion * Has he not ſtrip: 
us of our Robes, and ſhown us in Difſhabile to the Rah- 
ble? Firſt to render us cheap and deſpicable, and then io 
entertain the Publick at our Expences? Though we are 
lewd, why muſt we appear little? Though we forfeit our 
Innocence, we have right to Reſpect; the Gentleman 
wants Breeding, and his Perſoa ſhould be brought to Pe- 
ance as well as his Pen. 

Why, good Sir, all this Heat, ſaid I, I counſel you 15 
ſtifle your Reſentment, unleſs you can diſarm this pretend- 


ed ve f confute his Evidence, or deny the Charge; 
"5 


for after all, tho People abandon Virtue, few have the 
Impudence to burleſque it; its Intereſt is not quite ſunk; 
Conſcience aud Shame have not loſt all Footing ; and thi 
it be not uncreditable to commit an ill Action, it's infa- 
mons, at leaſt, to defend it, If the Gentleman Charity 
challenges not Thanks, I am ſure it deſerves not reviling; 
it ſhonld ſlrike out ſome Sparks of Repentance, and noi 
kindle Flames of Anger: He tells you, you poſt on to Dam- 
nation, and deſires you to flop: Is it ſuch an Incivility 
10 interpoſe * Did we ſee a blind Man upon the Brink of 
a Precipice, ſhould we not admoniſh him of the Danger, 
and ſpeed to his Aſſiſtance ? | 

Young Gentlemen, hoodwinkt by Paſſion, and faſcinated 
by the bewitching Blandiſpments of ſenſual Pleaſures, tale 
not only the moſt eaſy, but the ſhorteſt Road to endleſs Tor- 
ments; he cries out ſtop, and you queſtion his Commiſſum, 
and formalize upon the Legality of his Praceeding ; your 
Danger, dear Sir, on the one Side, and Charity on the 
other, are his Warrant ; nay, and the Principles of that 
Religion you proſtitute ta Lewaneſs, are his ee 
and Protection. WR | . = 


Indeed 
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Indeed he has drawn ſome diſproportioned Characters, 
but the Fault lies not in the Painter, but in the Original; 
the Gentleman had no Intention to provoke any Man's 
Reſentment, or to expoſe his Perſon; he hath blended a 
thouſand different Faces together, ſo that this Conſuſion 
of Features and Compleæious will conceal the Originals. 
ln ſhort, Sir, I counſel you rather to mend than to ſtorm; 
if you will not apply the Remedy, thank at leaſt the Gen- 
tleman that preſents it. 

But however, the Spark would come to no Terms of Ace- 
commodation with Euſebius, he would poſt him up for a 
Pedant, and pronounce him a preſuming Coxcomb in all 
Places, aud all Company: Thus this poor Man overlook'd 
nothing in Ill nature, or worſe Manners, and ſtrain'd his 
Reſentments to all the Heights of Folly and Madneſs ; bat 
he fancied in Euſebius's Character he ſaw his own ; and 
ſo to clear his Complex ion, and brighten his Features, he 
would break the Glaſs, as if the Defurmity lay iu the Me- 
dium, and not in his Face, | 

Thus ſome People attack Gedlineſs under every Form, 

they give Virtue no Quarter, and Vice no Diſturbance; 
they have banilh'd Guodneſs from Practice, and will not 
ſuſfer it to appear even upon Paper: No, no, Conſcience 
muſt have no Retreat, and God no Worſhip. Certainly in 
theſe Mens Opinions, Hell is a Place of Diverſion, and 
Heaven of Tor ments. | PS: 
But, Gentlemen, I hope the ſober Part of you will re- 
ceive this Preſent with more Civility, and if you cannot 
reſolve to imitate the Pattern, I am confident you will 
at leaſt commend it. I have mingled his Actions with his 
Precepts, and ſo have at the ſame time thrown before yon 
a Scheme of his Practice, and an Eſſay of his Documents; 
you will at one View ſee what he aid, aud read what he 
taught ; and then we muſt conclude, Gentlemen are far 
gone in WWickedneſs, if both Reaſon and Example are 
unable to recover them, + 

The way to Virtue by Precept, ſays Seneca, is long, by 
Example ſhort; this affets more ſtrongly than Speculati- 


on; it enlivens our Spirits, and prepares them for Action; 


one. 


the Proſpect of hazardous Enterprizes oftentimes damps 
Courage, and diſpirits Bravery it ſelf ; but when we ſee 
en undertake it with Valour, and come off with Succeſs, 


we envy the Hero, and applaud the Actiun; we then con- 
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come to our Reſcue, as on thoſe who intend our Ruin; buf 
the beſt on it is,the Force of their Weapons anſwers not the 
ſtrength of their Malice; for alas, a Feſt males a weak 
Thruſt, and a Sarcaſm a weaker ; and fober Men ſeldom 
condemn a Book, becauſe Libertines burleſque it, for the 
Opinion of ſuch Fudges is always ſuſpefted of Partiality, 


aud ſo neither be aCreait to a Cauſe, nor a great Mi gor. 


Who commiſſions this, Euſebius, ſaid a Spark, to tutor 


all Mankind* To laſh gur Failures? To expoſe our Perſons 


zo Reproach and Infamy? Muſt he pendant it over his Bei- 
ters, and revile Quality at Diſcretion * Has he not ſiript 
us of our Robes, and ſhown us in Diſhabile to the Rab- 
ble? Firſt to render us cheap and deſpicable, and then 1 
entertain the Publick at our Expences? Though we are 
lewd, why muſt we appear little? Though we forfeit our 
Innocence, we have right to Reſpect; the Gentleman 
wants Breeding, and his Perſon ſhould be brought to Pe- 
nance as well as his Pen, 

Why, good Sir, all this Heat, ſaid I, I connſel you 1 
ſtifle your Reſentment, unleſs you can diſarm this pretend- 
ed Adverſary, confute his Evidence, or deny the Charge; 
for after all, tho* People abandon Virtue, few have the 
Impudence to burleſque it; its Intereſt is not quite ſunk; 
Conſcience and Shame have not loſt all Footing ; and thi 
it be not uncreditable to commit an ill Action, it's infa- 
mons, at leaſt, to defend it. If the Gentleman's Charity 
challenges not Thanks, I am ſure it deſerves not reviling ; 
it ſhould ſirike out ſome Sparks of Repentance, and nit 
kindle Flames of Anger: He tells you, you poſt on to Dam- 
nation, and deſires you to flop: Is it ſuch an Incivility 
zo interpoſe * Did we ſee a blind Man upon the Brink if 
a Precipice, ſhould we not admoniſh him of the Danger, 
and ſpeed to his Aſſiſtance ? 

Dung Gentlemen, hoodwinkt by Paſſion, and faſcinated 
by the bewitching Blandiſhments of ſenſual Pleaſures, tale 
not only the moſt eaſy, but the ſhorteſt Road to endleſs Tor- 
ments; he cries out ſtop, and you queſtion his Commiſſion, 
and formalize upon the Legality of his Proceeding ; your 
Danger, dear Sir, on the one Side, and Charity on the 
other, are his Warrant ; nay, and the Principles of that 
Religion you proſtitute ta Lewaneſs, are his „ 
and Protection. Hd. v1 23 


Indeed 
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Indeed he has drawn ſume diſproportioned Characters, 
but the Fault lies not in the Painter, but in the Original; 
the Gentleman had no Intention to provoke any Man's 
Reſentment, or to expoſe his Perſon ; he hath blended a 
thouſand different Faces together, ſo that this Conjuſion 
of Features and Complexions will conceal the Originals. 
In ſhort, Sir, I counſel you rather to mend than to ſtorm z 
if you will not apply the Remedy, thank at leaſt the Gen- 
tleman that preſents it. | | 

But however, the Spark would come to no Terms of Ae- 
commodation with Euſebius, he would poſt him up for a 
Pedant, and pronounce him a preſuming Coxcomb in all 
Places, and all Company: Thus this poor Man overlook'd 
nothing in Ill nature, or worſe Manners, and ſtrain'd his 


Reſentments to all the Heights of Fully and Madneſs ; bat 


Z he fancied in Euſebius's Charader he ſaw his own ; and 


ſo to clear his Complexion, and brighten his Features, he 
would break the Glaſs, as if the Deformty lay in the Me- 
dium, and not in his Face. | 

Thus ſome People attack Gedlineſs under every Form, 
they give Virtue no Quarter, and Vice no Diſturbance ; 
they hade banilh'd Goodneſs from Practice, and will not 
ſaſfer it to appear even upon Paper: No, no, Conſcience 
muſt have no Retreat, and God no Worſhip. Certainly in 
theſe Mens Opinions, Hell is a Place of Diverſion, and 
Heaven of Torment. ED 

But, Gentlemen, I hope the ſober Part of you will re- 
ceive this Preſent with more Civility, and if you cannot 
reſolve to imitate the Pattern, I am confident you will 
at leaſt commend it, I have mingled his Actions with his 
Precepts, and ſo have at the ſame time thrown before you 
a Scheme of his Practice, and an Eſſay of his Documents; 
you will at one View ſee what he did, and read what he 
taught; and theu we muſt conclude, Gentlemen are far 
gone in Wickedneſs, if both Reaſon aud Example are 
unable to recover them, 

The way to Virtue by Precept, ſays Seneca, is long, by 
Example ſhort ; this aſfects more ſtrongly than Speculati- 
on; it enlivens our Spirits, and prepares them for Action; 
the Proſpect of hazardous Enterprizes oftentimes damps 
Courage, and diſpirits Bravery it ſelf ; but when we ſee 
Men undertake it with Valour, and come off with Succeſs, 


we envy the Hero, and applaud the Action; we then con- 
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clude that things are feaſible that ſeem impoſſible, and that 
oftentimes the very Difficulty lies more in the Fancy than 
in the Attempt. 

Fleſh and Blood paint Virtue in a frigbiful Dreſs, and 
the Duties of a Chriſtian in the Garb of a Fury; they ſeem 
Monſters to the Nobility, more fit to be gazed on than 


| practiſea, aud rather ſcare than invite. Euſebius has dif- 


covered the Impoſture, and unmask'd the Artifice ; he has 
convinc'd the World by Practice, that Virtue has nothing 
hideous but a falſe Vizur, and that the Duties of a Chri- 
ſtian are no Nuſance ; that our Maker never intended to 
bind us up to diſadvantage, nor to turn our Duty into 
our Misfortune. The Office of a Chriſtian in this great 
Man interfered not with that of a Gentleman; his Bea. 
viour was handſome, and his Carriage religious; he kept 
up a' continual Correſpondence with God, without break- 
ing off all Commerce with Men. In a Word, he lived 
both a Gentleman and a Saint; loved by moſt, and ad- 


mired by all. 
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Par III. 


DIALOGUE I. 
Young Gentlemen are diſſuaded from a Town Life. 


| H O' the Diſpute was over, the Controverſy 
went on. Theomachus was indeed too weak 
to keep his Ground, but too ſtubborn to ask 


Quarter. He durſt not boaſt of Victory, and would 


not acknowledge his Defeat; ſo that in concluſion he 


was willing to draw Stakes, and confeſs'd that botn 


maintain'd their Poſt with equal Reſolution. In fine, 
(faid he with a Smile) Euſebius and I fought here, as 
our Allies and French at Lazara : Both are Conquerors, 


and both overcome. I give him leave to clap his Wings, 


if he'll permit me to crow. | 

Neander was preſent at the Diſpute, and by good For- 
tune in the Company, when Theomachus bolted out this 
Rhodomontade. His Confidence was extraordinary, and 
his Air unuſually pretending. Paſſion fluſh'd in Neander's 
Face, and almoſt broke out at his Tongue. He had no 
mind to renew the Combat; for he knew Azhe:ſis ever 
return Smiles for Reaſon, and keep their Ground rather 
by dint of Forehead than Argument. However, not to 
luifer him to be pleaſant A Check; I perceive, ſaid 
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he, you have run in a Circle, taken many Steps, but rid 


no Ground; you are juſt where you were in ſetting out; 
becauſe, for ougbt you know, there may be a God, and 
then you a Madman by Demonſtration. 

I have told you, reply'd Theomachus, God is an airy 
Being, the Child of Fancy, and Spawn of Imagination, 
a Bugbear to awe Fools, and fright Children ; and if Ex. 


ſebius has hectored much on this Subject, he has proved 
little. For, Sir, I diſtinguiſh between Flouriſh and Ar. 


gument ; between ſtarcht Cant, and folid Reaſon. 

It may be fo, anſwer'd Neander, but if his Reaſon 
for a God comes not up to Evidence, yours for no God 
(by your own Confeffion) falls ſhort of Demonſtration, 
For in a Word, Sir, It's a drawn Battle. It's therefore 
no leſs probable there is a God, than that there is none; 
and by conſequence you mult commence Fool, to remain 
an Atheiſt. | | 

Theomachas was pincht for an Anſwer, and therefore 
he retreated to the laſt Retrenchment of baffled Libertines, 
Raillery and Satyr. For you muſt know theſe Gentle- 
men bite when they cannot ſpeak to the purpoſe, and 
laugh down thoſe Arguments they cannot reaſon out of 
Countenance. 

Your Logick, young Man, faid he, is as callow as your 


Chin, and your Underſtanding as ſoft as your Beard. 


Leave Philoſophy to thum the Grammar, rub over Pro- 
ria que Maribas, before you venture on Divinity; your 
Iatellect is pen-feathered, too weak-wing'd to ſoar ſo 
high : A Dogor a Racer are more proper Entertainment 
for your Age, than God, And I preſume you are more 
able to judge of Wine, than of Theological Niceties. 
Nay, ſaid Neander, if Age be the Standard of Senſe, 


and Arguments are meaſured not by Mood and Figure, 


but Beards, then certainly all the Advantage lies on your 
fide ; but under Favour, Sir, Beards and Reaſon go not 


always together. Age is not the Meaſure of Truth and 


Falſhood. Threefcore may bein the wrong, and Twen- 
ty in the right: Fling therefore Years out of the Queſti- 
on, and come up cloſe to the Point. But Theomachnus 
thought fit todrop the Controverſy, and withdrew, while 
the Way lay open for a Retreat. The Difficulty pincht, - 
and he had no colourable Anſwer in reſerve. And there- 
fore being in no condition to withſtand his Acyerſary, by 
| Tn 
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took the Liberty to contemn him, And indeed, this petty 
Policy is a wonderful Relief to a ſinking Courage. It 
laysa Varniſh of Generoſity on Cowardice, and gives 
Fear the Colour of Good-nature. | 

 Theomachas was no more for draws Battles, he ſaw, that 
by drawing Stakes, he ſhould loſe the Sett. And therefore 
(to cry up his Party, and his expiring Credit) he pro- 
claim'd himſelf Conqueror, and his Adverſary defeated. 
Euſebius, ſaid he, is ſlipt into the Country to air his 
Brains, and to throw oft the Chagrine that always diſ- 
compoſes routed Generals. He dares not keep the Field, 
but cantons his ſcatter'd Forces in Villages. | 
Euſebius indeed had bid adieu to the Town, with a 
Reſolution never to return. He was fick of Company, 
and more of thoſe Follies he could neither endure, nor 
correct. He could not without Indignation behold Chri- 
ſtians lead the Lives of Pagans, and prophane the beſt Re- 
ligion with the fouleſt Crimes. hat Pleaſure, ſaid he, 
can a Chriſtian take in a place where Vice rides in Triumph, 
andVirtue groans in a Dungeon; where Goodneſs lies un- 
der Contempt, and Irregularity receives Applauſe ; where 

the beſt Actious are lampoon'd, and the worſt deified* 
Neander rid over to his Houſe, five Miles only diſtant 
from the Town. He inform'd him of Theomachuss Com- 
portment ſince his Retreat; with what an Air of Confi- 
dence he proclaim'd his Victory: That the Cabal began 
to hold up their Heads and o.: That Aibeiſm had al- 
moſt recovered of its Wound, and began to walk Abroad: 
That his Preſence might ſtop the Evil his Abſence would 
give Opportunity to ſpread: That Theomachus would 
withdraw at his Arrival, and carry his Poiſon and Impu- 
dence into the Country. | 
Alas! reply'd Euſebius, Dear Neander, you are unac- 
W with the Temper of Azherfls, It's eaſy to con- 
found 'em, but almoſt impoſſible ta convert em; their 
Diſeaſe lies in the Heart, not in the Head, Their Miſ- 
fortune takes its Riſe from Obſtinacy, not Ignorance, 
And how can you reaſon a Man ont of Infidelity, who 
reſolves to remain in it againſt Reaſon? Libertiniſm, 
Neander, is a bewitching Thing, when it gets the Aſcen- 
dant; *twill improve Ignorance for an Excuſe of Free- 
dom; caft Conſcience into a Lethargy, and bribe the 
{Underſtanding againſt our own Intereſt. In a Word, 
|  Hh4 — it's 
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1 a Sin ſeldom forgiven in this World, and never in the 
Other. 

Atheiſm, replied Neander, is not the only Vice of the 
Town, other Sins ſeem free of the City, and Men en- 
deavour to dilate the Malignity, and to keep the Diſor- 
der in countenance. If People have the face to preach 
up Ungodlineſs in Difcourſe, and Practice plant both a- 
gainſt it; good Counſel, back'd by Example, may do as 
much Execution upon Vice, as bad upon Virtue. In the 
next World, indeed, Men's Wills are either fixt in Good 
or Evil, but in this they may paſs from one Extream to 
the other. Beſides, all are not ſo charm'd with Sin, as to 
perſuade themſelves it deſerves no Puniſhment, nor ſo 
out of Conceit of Virtue as to diſcard it of all Reward; 
Their Misfortune ſprings rather from Weakneſs than Ma- 
lice; from youthful Heat, than from Infidelity, Time 
will cool their Blood, and Inſtruction may inform their 
Underſtanding ; and when this is diſabus'd, the Will ſhakes 
off the Enchantment, | 

What can Advice, ſaid Euſebius, ſignify to thoſe who 
are always more prepared to curſe, or ridicule the Adviſer, 
than to practiſe the Counſel ? To thoſe who are unman'd 
by Efteminacies, and even nailed to ill Habits? They 
are without Conſcience, without Principles, how will 
you come at them? You may almoſt as ſoon preach 
down a Hurricane, or declzim Tempeſt into a Calm, as 
counſel a bad Man into a good one. Whilſt we frame 
Ul Notions of the future State, our Lives will hardly be 
regular. What hope of Recovery when the Patient dotes 
on the Diſeaſe, when he flies in the Face of the Doctor, 
and ſuſpects every Cordial to be a Doſe of Arſenick or 
Ratsbane? Ina Word, the Malignity of the Fever works 
up to Madneſs; and, like ſome Bedlams, they ſuppoſe 
themſelves the Wiſdom of the Nation. | 

I ſuppoſe, indeed, that all who throw up their Inno- 
cence, and pawn Heaven for Pleaſure, have not quite 
taken leave of Religion, or diſmiſs'd Principles; but they 
have Moſes and the Prophets, Paſtors and Teachers: Iam 
not Curate-General, nor intend to interfere with another's 

1 :. Thoſe who tend the Sick are often ſtruck with 
the Infection, and the Doctor that cures his Patient 
ſometimes dies of his Diſtemper. 
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What! ſaid Neander with a Smile, you are on Guard 
azainſt the Infection of the Town: Surely you have out- 
liv'd Temptation. Age has ſo congeal'd your Blood, that 


nothing but a Chriſtmas-block is able to thaw it. Neither 


the World nor Devil can work up thy Humours to Irre- 
gularity. Thy Paſſions, like Serpents in a Froſt, drop 
their Venom ; they move without Vigour, and almoſt 
without Life: They are ſo far from capering, that like 
Criminals in Tramels, they can ſcarce ſtand. To have 
one Foot in the Grave, and the other in the Brothel is 
unuſual. Few Men, like Z#zaa, burn within, when they 
are Snow without, A white Head and a glowing Heart 
ſeldom meet. h 
No Man, reply'd Euſebius, is ſecure, and therefore all 
ſhould ſtand upon the Qui va la. Age, indeed, is leſs 
expos'd than Youth, but it's not above Danger; and I 
have known ſome carry their Diſorders on to fourſcore. 
They ſpurred on Nature jaded by Age, and rid down 
by a long Courſe of Exceſſes, till it ſunk under the Bur- 
then, and went off the Stage both with Shame and Sin, 
ſcorn'd by Men, and tormented by the Omnipotent. 

It's therefore our Duty to withdraw from ill Example, 
and not to come within fight of Occaſions. Like the Ba- 
filisk, they kill with their very Sight, and the Poiſon is too 
quick for a Remedy, Fly therefore, dear Neander, the 
Town; Temptation ſeconded by Youth, and ſharpened 
by Idleneſs, will be too hard for Precept. Lot found 
Safety in the Country, and his Wife Death for looking 
back upon the unfortunate City. God has left this fad 


Example for a Caveat to Poſterity, to have any Com- 


merce with Sinners, leſt by Converſation we eſpouſe 
their Crimes, and partake of their Puniſhment. 

And indeed when young People fix in Town, they glean 
up its Vices, and continue the Practice, till their Eſtates 
founder, and their Bodies fink under the Weight of their 
Diſorders. Unthinking Creatures! They ſport in the 
Camp of their Enemies; Danger ſurrounds them, and 
what is worſe, either unſeen or unreguarded. 'T emprati- 
on aſſaults them not with the Violence of an Enemy, but 
the Careſſes of a Friend. This throws them off their 
Guard, diſarms Cautions, and gives them up to the Go- 
yernment of Careleſneſs, ſo that they ſurrender without 
Reſiſtance, and ſigh in Fetters before they dream of an 
Enemy, 
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Enemy. Nay, one would think they loſt their Wits with 
their Liberty, and commenc'd Fools the ſame Moment 
they become Slaves. For they fancy themſelves the only 
free Subjects in the Nation, becauſe they are not coop'd 
up between four Walls; and dote on their Captivity, 
becauſe they heCtor in "Taverns, and rattle in gilt Coaches. 
But, alas! theſe pleaſing Fancies, are the Effect of a 
dozing Opiate of the Devil's Malice, not of his Kind- 
neſs: He regales his Friends, as the Indians do their 
Slaves, meerly to prepare them for Slaughter. 

Now theſe Men turned into Senſe, are unqualified for 
good Counſel, you may as ſoon reaſon a Swine out of 
the Mire, as theſe into Sobriety and Temperance. They'll 
Carry on their Brutalities in ſpight of all their Sermons they 
hear, and make over the Lord's-Day to the Devil. 

We have indeed Committees for the Improvement of 
Piety, as well as for that of Trade. And ſo have made 
Proviſions for the Intereſt of God, no leſs than for that 
of the Nation. But, alas! If our Cenſors deſerve Cen- 
ſure, Reformation will be at a ſtand; their Example will 
do more Execution on Vice than their Office: And their 
Practice would carry on more heartily the Intereſt of 
Virtue, than their Commiſſion. A Man that flings his 
Eſtate into a Miſs's Lap, will not be fined out of her 
Company with forty Shillings; and he who leaps over 
the Laws of God, will ſcarce boggle at Ads of Parlia- 
nent, | | 

In fine, Neander, our Town Sparks are a monſtrous 
Generation, a kind of Centaur, half Man, and half 
Beaſt, They have the Shape of the Firſt, and all the 
Brutality of the Second; they follow the Stream of In- 
clination-Iike Beaſts; they chop at any thing that grati- 
nes Senſe. But then. they ſwitch on Nature, and here 
they leave the Beaſt to play the Fiend. Immortal Spi- 
Tits ſeem tied to all the infamous Impreſſions of Fleſh and 
Blood, and bind themſelves Slaves to the Devil in this 
Life, for Pleaſure in Hand, and eterna} Torments in 
Reverhon, 4 

Had you a Vote in the Houſe, or a Place at the Board, 
ſald Neander, you would be for a Proclamation to clear 
the Town of all the young Gallants above Fifteen, and 
under Thirty, 5 | 


When 
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When a Gentleman's Buſineſs, reply'd Euſebius, lies 
in Town, I would not have him take Coach for the 
Country. For at ſuch a Diſtance things would not go 
on kindly. The Man and his Buſineſs, like Man and 
Wife, muſt live together: Separate Dwellings, require a 
ſeparate Maintenance. Now when we double Expences, 
Accounts ſeldom run even: Thofe who have Offices at 
Wiite-Hall, may take up Lodgings in Spring- Garden or 
Pallmall; who intend to build a Fortune upon the Law, 
may take up in the Iuns of Cours: And it they are for 
Trade, they may pack off to Mapping or Cheaphde. 

But, I confeſs, I would not have thoſe come nearer 
than Hampſted or Hoanſlow-Heath, who have no other 
Buſineſs than Diverſion; for they will certainly idle away 
their Time, Mortgage their Souls to the Devil, and their 
Eftates to Miſles, Vintners, and Lawyers. | 

Idleneſs, dear Neander, is a dangerous Diſeaſe under 


all the Elevations; but it's mortal at London. It's not 
only the Mother, but the Miſtreſs of Vice. Multam enim 


malitiam docuit otiofitas, Eccluſ. Chap. xliii. A Man that 
has nothing to do, has Leiſure to do any thing; He lies 
open to all Temptations, and what is worſe, is unprepa- 


red for a Defence; like a diſmantled Town, he falls into 
the Hands of the firſt Invader. 


Indeed at his firſt Arrival Buſineſs flows in upon him; 
One would think he ſat at the Helm, and ſteered the 
weighty Concerns of the Eugliſa Monarchy. The firſt 
Secretary of State is in a leſs Hurry on Poſt-Days, and 


ſends about fewer Diſpatches. For you muſt know he 


Subpœna's Sempſtreſſes, Taylors, Barbers, and Coackmak- 
ers, to appear at his Levee; one would fancy this hete- 
rogenious Juncto took into Conſideration ardua Regm 
Negotia, they play at pro and coz with ſuch Heat and 
Commotion. Now all this Noiſe is nothing but a learned 
Debate upon the Modes of the Town, and an advanta- 
geous Mixture of Colours. He is for Delicacy and Exact- 
neſs of Fancy, for nothing tawary and mechanick, flaunt- 
ing or ill matcht. And Hoctors are divided upon the Point; 
but all agree to bubble the Squire. For it's a kind of Po- 
fſtulatam among the Beaus, that nothing is modiſh that 
is not dear; nay, the Goodneſs even of Snuff riſes with 
the Price, and Tabacco at five Guineas the Pound, is 
wenty Times better than the ſame at a Crown. 
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I knew a Spark that ſat a whole Morning in a cloſe 
Committee with a Barber : Now this mighty Conſultation 
was about a Perriwig. He ſhew'd him Twenty, but one 
was too long, another too ſhort; this too full, that too 
thin: At laſt, $:rrah, ſays the Youngſter, make me a 
ſmart Mig, a ſmart one, ye Dog. The Fellow bleſt him- 
ſelf; he had heard ofa ſmart Nag, a ſmart Man, Cc. 
but a ſmart Wig was Chineſe to the Tradeſman. How- 
ever nothing would pleaſe his Worſhip, but ſmart Shoes, 
ſmart Hats, and ſmart Cravats: Within two Days he had 
a ſmart Mig, with a ſmart Price in the Box. The Truth 
Is, he had been bred up with the Groom, and tranſplanted 
the Stable- dialect into the Dreſſing- room. Wes 2 

Was he a Gentleman, ſaid Neander? A Gentleman, an- 
ſwer'd Exſebras ; yes, of a Family more ancient than the 
Norman or Saæon Conqueſt : He was of the La Fools of the 
North, allied to the eldeſt Branch of the La Fools of Eſſex. 

Now let us ſuppoſe his Equipage compleat, and his 
Grand Concern over; his next Buſineſs is to confute Fob's 


 Aphoriſm, Mau is born to Labour. No, he is a thing 


made meerly for Sport and Pleaſure; he fancies God has 
aſſign'd him no other Employment than to live at Ran- 
dom, without Law, without Reſtraint. And altho* God 
has given every part of the Creation a convenient Poſt, 
he ſeems a Mute placed in view meerly for Light and 
Parade. You muſt not therefore wonder I attempt not 
to define his Calling, ſeeing he will not pretend to any. 

One weighty Affair calls upon him every Morning, 
viz. how he ſhall ſaunter away the Day. This is a moot 
Point, and requires Plodding and Application ; and indeed 
he dwells upon the Subject till a conſiderable part of the 


Day is paſt, before he can take a final Reſolution how to 


paſs it. Nay, with jefs Pains he might have employ'd 
the whole Day well, than in the very Deliberation of 


Jpending it ill. 


For pray imagine not the Practice of any Chriſtian Vir- 
tue falls under Debate, where he ſhall hear Prayers, or 
where a Sermon. Alas! Thoſe Duties lie below the Sphere 
of a Gentleman who pretends to the Garb and Freedom 
of the Town; he might have diſcharg'd them in his 
Country Pariſh, without the Expence of a flaunting Equi- 
page, or the Fatigue of a tedious Journey, And you 
may take this for a Principle, that Devotion never coach'd 
LET =O a young 
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a young Man to Town, nor gave him a Surfeit of the 
Country: Liberty, Pleaſure, and downright Debauche- 
ry allure him thither; theſe command him, as God did 
Abraham; to forſake Houſe and Relations to turn Tenant, 
though he was Lord and Proprietor in the Country. 

The Morning is divided between the Pillow and the 
Toilet, and this is the moſt important as well as the 
moſt innocent Employment of the Day. The Folly is 
much greater than the Sin: For what can be more fooliſh 
than for a Man to eſpouſe the Weakneſs of a Woman? 
To take Pains to be laught at? To drain his Pocket to 
make himſelf cheapand ridiculous? However, you may 
with more Eaſe harangue a Peacock out of his Brains, 
than a Town-Spark out of his Gaudry : He will appear 
in Print, and convince theWorld that Finery and Folly 
are near allied. | h | 

And now his Friends crowd in to give him the bon 
jour, thele are a kind of partie bleiu, that marode upon 
new Comers, with Commiſſion from Indigence and Ne- 
ceſſity. They have rioted away their Conſcience, met 
and diced away their Eſtates, and now graze upon the 
Common. Their Honeſty runs lower than their Pockets, 
and their Confidence over-ſhoots Impudence. Their 
Crimes are as publick as their Debts, and their Religion 
keeps pace with their Morals; they ſcorn to fling even a 
Varniſh over the fouleſt Diſorders, and will not go to the 
Expence of civil Hypocriſy. In fine, they are a Blemiſh 
to their Family, a Nuſance to the Town, and a Scandal 
to Converſation, | 

Theſe Sparks, like the Steward in the Goſpel, cannot 
dig, and will not beg; and altho' Adam was condemned 
to live by the Sweat of his Brows, they reſolve to make 
a Figure by that of their Conſcience. Atthe firſt Sight of 
a raw Gentleman, they fly at him like a Vulture at the 
Quarry, and for the jame end alſo, to pray firſt upon his 
Virtue, then upon his Money; how many Nets do they 
lay to enſnare the Squire, and knave themſelves? They 
ply him with Viſits, ſtudy his Temper, and ſtrike in 
with his Inclination. "They ſwear his Wit is without 
Parallel; his Behaviour above Imitation; that a je ne 
ſray quoy runs through every Motion, which charms and 
aitoniſhes. In fine, that he is the very T op ot his Species. 
The poor Gentleman, unpractiſed in the Dialect of the 

| — HOW, 
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'Town, takes theſe Compliments for Content; he ſuppo- 
ſes himſelf in Torkfhire, where the Tongue and the Heart 
go together, where T hought and Words look the ſame 
Way. Now this City-incenſe ſends out a moſt grateful 
Flavour, but it is too ſtrong for a Country Brain. It 
turns his Head, and ſmoaks him out of Senſe and Rea- 
fon; he fancies himſelf a Cubit higher; he walks in the 
Clouds, and values himſelf not by the Pound, bur, like 
Diamonds, by the Caract. | | 

In a Word, he flings himſelf into their Arms, and gives 
himſelf up to their Direction. And then you may be 
ſure he meets with the Fate of the Sheep in the Fable, 
who diſmiſs the Dogs to graze under the Protection of 
the Wolves; for a Libertine is a Devil once removed, 
or at leaſt his Deputy; nay, he is ten times more miſ- 
chievous by Proxy, than in Perfon. People of themſelves 
are prone enough to Lazineſs, Lewdneſs, and Extrava- 
gance, but theſe add Biaſs to Nature; they provoke 
Paſſion by Precept, and whet Appetite by the Charms of 
Glory and Reputation ; they ſchool him out of all the 
Revelations in the Goſpel, and debauch him in Principle 
and Practice; for Scepzicks have faint Notions of God, 
and conſequently none of Conſcience; they have no 
Reliſh of Virtue, and lie under no moral Reſtraints from 
Hope or Fear : So that they have nothing to do, but to 
indulze their Inclinations, to gratify Senſe, to fill their 
Pockets with one Hand, and to empty them with the 
other. Now to take in a Gentleman's Money, you muſt 
firſt beat down all Principles of Morality, you muſt 
draw a Scheme of Gentility by the Rules of Epicare; 
and if you can perſuade him he is only free of the 
Town, when he has diſcharged Conſcience, and ſent 
back Religion into the Country, you may rook him out 
of his Eſtate with the ſame Facility you have raked him 
into Debauchery. | . 

For this reaſon they take care to inform him of all the 
Embelliſhments of a Town- Gentleman, without any 
mention of the Duties of a Chriſtian. They tell him, that 
Wit is the beſt Quarter in a Gentleman's Eſcutcheon, and 
that he muſt bid fair for a Place among the Vertuoſo's, but 
that Profaneneſs is the ſhorteſt Cut to this Preferment, 
and the beſt Standard of Senſe and Breeding, id eſt, 
his Wit maſt be as wretched as his Manners. When 
8 SH he 
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he is pinch'd for a Reaſon, he muſt bolt out a Jeſt; 2b 
fits well enough on a Pedant, this on a Gentleman, provi- 
ded it be tipt with Impudence, and pointed with Boldneſs; 
that he muſt beware of that vulgar Error Religion, be- 
cauſe it cramps Freedom, palls the Spirits, and coops up 
Liberty in ſtrait Compals ; that he muſt be ſure to be out 
of the Reach of Scruples, and above the Follies of Re- 
morſe. Now fuch Principles, driven on by Example, 
cafily lead him into Exceſſes; and theſe help on the Belief 
of the Doctrine; ſo that by a kind of mutual Priority, 
the one ſerves for a Vehicle to the other. 

Indeed, at the beginning, Debauchery lies hard upon 
his Stomach ; he pukes, and is crop-fick ; but Practice 
and Wine carry off the Diſtemper, and then the Soul 
becomes caſe-hardened ; he is fo far from bluſhing at 
his Diforders, that he thinks Ambition a Reputation for 
Debauchery ; he charges himſelf with falſe Impieties, 
and uſurps Wickedneſſes he is only guilty of by his 
Boaſting, —_ 

And now being fleſht in Sin, he bounds from one Dif- 
order to another, and turns not only a Day, but the 
whole Year into a mad ſort of Bacchanalia. Other 
Trades have ſome Weeks of a Vacation, but his go on 
the very Sundays; and generally his Profaneneſs rifes with 
the Holineſs of the Day. His firſt Jaunt is to a Treating- 
houſe; here he treſpaſſes upon all the Rules of Tempe- 
. Trance and Sobriety ; he over-charges his Stomach with 

Ragouſts, and his Head with Wine; . Appetite runs away 
with Reaſon, Senſuality with Shame, and he fancies he 
only drinks like a Man, when he finks into the Beaſt. 
Men ſhould eat and drink to live, but he inverts the Pri- 
mitive Inſtitution, and ſeems only to live for the Satis- 
faction of his Palate: He would never die, yet plunges in- 
to Exceſles, as if Life were a Burthen ; for he is never 
well till he falls fick of a Surfeit, and almoſt out of his 
Wits, till he has drowned them in Claret. 

From the Table he removes to Play, and leaves the 
Glaſs to handle the Dice; when a Gentleman has drunk 
away his Reaſon, he generally flings his Money after it; 
for he cannot juſtify himſelf to the Faſhion, nor keep up 
to the Character, unleſs his Purſe be as light as his Head; 
and he is haunted by a Brigade of Sharpers who ply at 
his Pocket, and give no more Quarter to his Guineas, 


than 
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than to their own Conſcience. They cruiſe: upon Gen- 
tlemen like Parties in Flanders upon Paſſengers. Poverty 
and Luxury ſeal their Commiſhon ; and what they ſeize 
by one Crime, they throw away by another. One would 
take them for Craſus's by. their Expences, and for Cut- 

purſes by their Filching. | | 
At firſt they ſuffer him to win to invite him to loſe, 
and by good Luek decoy him into bad; but then the 
Wind chops into another Corner; Fortune ſumbits to 
Cogging, and the Deceit over-reaches Play. A thouſand 
Curies fly after Good-luck, but are unable to recal it, ſo 
that at once he is bankrupted of Patience, Money and 
Grace; however he will not fit down with his Loſs, he 
ſuppoſes Fortune continues never long in the ſame Hu- 
mour; that if ſhe frowns to Day, ſhe muſt ſmile to 
Morrow: Away then he goes to a ſecond Rendezvous, 
but alas, the Deſire of retrieving his Loſſes, only ſerves 
to enhance them: He ſeldom diſcovers the Deceit, till 
nothing is left to be cheated of; nor even ſuſpects Over- 

reaching, till Caution comes too late. x | 
By this time he has diced himſelf ſober, and the Fumes 
of Chagrin have maſtered thoſe of Wine. Nothing but 
a Comedy can diſpel the Glooms that riſe from an empty 
Pocket. Away then they drive to the Theatre; and here 
Vice attacks him by the Eyes and the Ears too; he ſees 
almoſt the very ſecret Myſteries of the Stews, and hears 
all the Blaſphemies of the Damned ; here Lewdneſs is 
ſpoken, not in double Entendres, but plain Engliſh; there 
are Paraphraſe and Comment upon the Text, and Folly 
isſhewn without Caution or Reſerve. | 

Comedy, they ſay, was deſign'd by Pagan Azhers to 
inſtruct Youth, and to teach the Baſeneſs of Vice by its 
Puniſhment : But in Chriſtian London it tends directly 
to debauch People all manner of ways: For this reaſon 
ood Men are laſh'd, and ill rewarded ; Virtue appears 
in Sackcloth, and Vice in Embroidery ; Rakes go off 
with Succeſs, and ſober Men with Diſappointment ; 
the Devil and the Poet chop upon the ſame Favourite, 
and his Fortune always riſes with his Lewdneſs. Nay, 
thoſe of the beſt Quality in the Play are always the 
worſt Chriſtians; they glitter in * and are 
dignified with Eſcutcheon, and often with Patent to ena- 
dle Vice: To perſuade People that the Blemiſſies of Hu- 
man 
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man Nature make up its Perfection, and that Gentle- 
men and Reprobates are made of the ſame Metal. Now 
 whocan be good under ſuch ſtrong Provocations to Evil? 
Who will pretend to Regularity, when they muſt bluſh 
for their Reſolution ; and cannot avoid Reproach un- 
leſs they deſerve it? Believe me, Neander, when a 
Gentleman is pinch'd with this dangerous Dilemma, I 
muſt either forfeit my Character or my Innocence; it's 
odds he will rather drop this than put that to a venture; 
for it goes hard when one muſt turn lewd as it were in 
his own Defence, and can expect no Quarter, unleſs he 
hangs out the Colours of Libertiniſm and Irreligion, 
and boaſts of thoſe Crimes he is only guilty of in Ap- 
pes, + 
No though ſuch hideous Flights of Profaneneſs, ſuch 

Heights of Obſcenity, and Strains of Religion ſhould be 
all Penance and Mortification to Chriſtians, yet they are 
not only permitted, but applauded by the Nobility of 
both Sexes, and the Standard of their Approbation is of- 
ten the Indecency of the Poem : Nothing is ſuppoſed 
ſoft, unleſs it be rotten; and all thoſe Piecesare damned 
by the Spectators, that damn not the Audience. When 
the moſt flaming Impieties are thus received with Franſ- 
port on the Stage, are they not ſtamp'd as it were with 
publick Authority? And when the worſt Actions are 
moſt eſteemed, who will boggle at the Practice that 
brings both Credit and Pleaſure? It's certain the Charms 
| of the Theatre are no leſs transforming than thoſe of 
Cerces, it enchants Men out of their Species, they leave 
their Reaſon behind them, and carry Brutality to their 
Lodgings ; it deftroys all Principles of Religion and Mo- 
rality; it countenances Atheiſm, and places the Glory 
of Gentlemen, in the Infamy of Human Nature ; it 
fullies the Imagination, boils up the Humours, and fires 
the Paſſions; and when it has thus ſtarted the Game, 
Fleſh and Blood pampered by high-feeding, and ſupplied 
with Money, will follow the Chace; and you may take 
it for granted that London is better (I mean worſe) ſtock'd 
with Thais's than Lucretia's Youth and Coin make pro- 
ſtitute Women, as well as debauch'd Men, and the 
Play-Houſe ſerves not only for a School to Proſtitution, 
but for a Nurſery alſo to the Stews; nay, and ſome- 
umes to Betblem. | | 55 

Ft: Now 


482 The GENTIEMAN Infiruded. 


Now whena young Gentleman is drench'd in Brutality; 
when criminal Amours take the Aſcendant, he is undone 
to all Intent and Purpoſe ; for when Love flies high, Rea- 
ſon runs low ; and whoſoever has made over his Heart 
to a Miſs, ſeldom keeps his Wits ; he lies open to all the 
Aſlaults of Artifice and Avarice, and his Soul becomes 
as beſtial as his Pleaſures, he can think of nothing that 
is generous or manly. So that in Concluſion, he has no 
more of the Man, than of the Chriſtian. 

To comprehend all in a little; a Town- Spark is a kind 
of Corinthian Braſs; this is a Mixture of all Metals, and 
he a Compound of all Diſorders; he is a little Anti- 
chriſt, Homo peccati, a Man of Sin; and this, like the 
Devil in the Goſpel, is call'd Legion ; he plies between 
the Tavern and the Play-Houſe, and then turns off to the 
_ Groom-Porters, or the Stews ; in one place he drops his 
Wits, in the other his Money, and every w here his Inno- 
cence. So that the Devil lodges moſtly in his Pocket, 
and always in his Soul. He has the Shape of a Man, 
and all the Inclinations of Beaſts ; his Study is to fluſh 
the moſt agreeable Objects of Senſe, and his whole Sa- 
tisfaction to enjoy em; he ſtands not upon the Niceties of 
Decency, nor formalizes upon the Notions of Good and 
Evil. Pleaſure is the Rule, as well as the End of his 
Actions; and although he be unable to ſatisfy one Paſſion, 
he endeavours to glut them all. When he can deviſe no 
new Crime, he entertains his Thoughts on the Ideas of 
paſt Diverſions, and ſo debauches his very Memory, as 
well as his Will, and commits imaginary Sins, which, 
unrepented, will be revenged with real Torments. 

I confeſs, ſaid Neander, if the Original holds up to 
this Copy, a Town- Spark has more of the Monſter than 
of the Man; and I would no more come within the 
Air of the City, than of a Peſt-Houſe, But certainly 
you over-flouriſh upon an ill Subject, and paint 'em in 
more diſadvantageous Colours than Nature made em, 
ſuch Creatures are found in Fancy only, not in Life; and 
I believe Satyr has drawn ſome black Stroaks upon 
Practice. Without doubt young Gentlemen are not all 
Saints; nor are they all Fiends; ſome may live better, 
and others worſe. . 

Indeed, Neander, replied Euſebius, T have drawn the 


young Men of the Town in worſe Colours than Na- 
| ture 
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ture made em, but not ſo bad as they have made them- 
ſelves. Caſt a tranſient Glance on thoſe of your Acquain- 
tance, and you will confeſs our Age ſwarms with Borbo- 
rites, as well as the preceding, who rowl in Mire, like 
Swine, of the molt hideous Senſualities; having ſhaken 
off the Yoke of Obedience to Parents, they break through 
the Commandments of God. Scorn all Guides, but Te- 
merity ; all Law, but the Liberty to follow every Im- 
pulſe of Paſſion ; all Labour, but that of the Devil, to 
plunge themſelves into eternal Flames, and others with 
'em, that they may find Companions in Puniſhment, as 
well as in Pleaſure. I | 
But pray, what is this to the Town? anſwered Nean- 
der : In ſpight of Provocation to Evil, Men may hve 
with Regularity in the very Liberties of the City; if 
therefore they deviate from their Duty, leave the Fault at 
their own Door, and charge not the Town with their 
Extravagances. I grant, Temptations are frequent, and 
often violent; but then theſe poliſh Virtue, as Fire pu- 
rifies Gold. Virtue, till it be brought to the 'Fouch-ſtone, 
has often more Luſtre than Solidity, and all its Value 
hangs on the Surface. But when it ſtands its Ground in 
ſpight of Provocation, and bears up againſt the Torrent 
of Fleſh and Blood, it then appears like the Sun in its 
Meridian, in Pomp and Glory. 
Without doubt, ſaid Euſebius, London Air has no In- 
fluence on Man's Free- will; it lays under no Reſtraint, no 
fatal Neceſſity. Man is Maſter of his Choice, in one 
Place as well as in another; but what avails a Power to 
live well, with a Will to live ill? A Man muſt lie under 
the irrevocable Sentence of Damnation to fin merely for 
Sin's ſake. Such a itrain of Malice is above the reach of 
the moſt daring Debauchee: Intereſt, Ambition, and 
criminal Pleaſures, are the great Incentives to Vice, theſe 
rouze Appetite, enliven the Paſſions, and then ſubdue 
the Will. Now where do theſe Temptations take up 
their Lodgings, but in the Town? Here they are ſet off 
with all the Charms of State and Grandeur ; and then, be- 
ſides, they perſecute Youth, not with Frowns, but Smiles, 
and kill with Kindneſs. 3 
But you tell me, Temptation poliſhes Virtue, and di- 
ſtinguiſhes Sterling from Artifice and Appearance. Great 
and Good] why don't you ng a turn in a Peſt-houſe, to 
1-2 try 
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try the Strength of your Conſtitution, or in an Hoſpital 


to Air your Lungs? By all means; young Men ſhould 
ſtep into a Brothel to refine their Chaſtity, and into a 


Tavern to practiſe Femperance and Sobriety. Dear Sir, 


the Way to ſecure Virtue, is not to expoſe it; come not 
within Sight of Temptation: It's a ſhort Paſſage from 
being provoked to Evil, and doing it: Fear is a better 
Guardian of Piety than Confidence, and more Men have 
forfeited it by Temerity than Caution. 

But certainly, ſaid Neander, London is not compoſed 
of Taverns, Brothels, and Theatres, Gentlemen may 
viſit more regular Places, and fling away their Time on 
Diverſions leſs dangerous and more innocent. | 

Yes, reply'd Euſebius, they may viſit a hundred and 
thirty Churches, and I aſſure you this Jaunt would take 
much Time off their Hands; but alas! their Bufinels lies 
not within Sight of a Chapel; they may alſo cry about 
the Streets Save-alls and Charcoal, or tug at an Oar be- 
tween Temple-Bar and Mhite-Hall. Or, in fine, they 
may ſteer by the Compaſs of Sir — D. who drove 
every Day in a ſtately Equipage to all the Toy-ſhops be- 
tween Piccadilly and the Royal- Exchange; he viewed 
every Thing, but bought nothing. The Gentleman would 
not do worſe, but could not frame any Paſtime better; 
without doubt he play'd the Fool, but not the Rake; 
he toy'd away his Time, yet kept his Money with his 
Innocence; his Soul was little, though his Birth was 
great, and his Inclinations childiſh at Threeſcore. How- 
ever, it's better to trifle, than to debauch away Time, 
and to be a Coxcomb, than a Reprobate. But ſuch a 
Humoriſt is a Phænix, the Birth and Wonder of an 
Age ; a Pair ſeldom meets in a Kingdom, and never in 
one City. | | 

You take Things by the wrong Handle, ſaid Neander, 
and repreſent them at a Diſadvantage: If the Sun, unin- 
fluenced by inferior Bodies, has ſome Spots, what won- 
der a Town-Life be waited on by ſome Inconveniences ? 
I grant many Diverſions are not innocent, yet all are 

not criminal. For Example ; what Harm in taking the 
freſh Air in Hyde-Park? And then in driving to a Con- 
fort of Muſick? Theſe Entertainments are genteel, they 
unbend the Mind, refreſh the Body, gratify the Senſes, 


and have no Deſign upon Virtue. 1 
* 
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I believe, anſwer'd Euſebius, the Air of Hyde-Park is 
more wholſome than that of Cheapfide; and that a. 
mouthful now and then may be as good for the Stomach 
asa Vomit ; but then I am perſuaded a Doſe of Country 
Air would clear the Lungs, and carry off the Smoak from 
the Thorax, with leſs Expence and Danger. But do you 
think, Neander, the Beaux and Belles have no other Bu- 
ſineſs there, than to take in a Cargo of freſh Air? alas! 
this is only the Pretence, their Deſign is worſe complexi- 
oned; theſe appear in the Height of Pomp and Equipage ; 
and care is taken to ſet oft their Charms with all the Ad- 
vantage of Fan and Artifice ; they ſmother the Defects of 
Nature under a varniſh of Silk, and plain the Furrows, 
Time has ſunk in their Faces, with Pomatums ; the Ring: 
is a kind of Noah's Ark; they are, Seven unclean Crea- 
tures, for two clean. Ladies of Honour ride Pall-mall, 
with thoſe of Pleaſure; and you will ſcarce diſtinguiſh 
them but by their Equipage; for you muſt know, a Miſs 
out-glitters my Lady ; ſhe runs away with the Wives 
Jewels, as well as with the Huſband's Heart, and com- 
mands his Purſe with no leſs Empire than his Perſon. 

Now pray, Neander, tell me, is here no Danger for a 
young Man, whois haunted by Paſſion, and leaves think- 
ingat Home ? May not Love fly from one Coach into 
another? And may not an Intrigue begun in Publick be 
improved in Private to Proſtitution ? In a Conflux of 
both Sexes, many meet upon ill Deſigns; and when 
ſome are diſpoſed to ſell Pleaſure, and others to purchaſe 
it, they ſeldom difagree upon the Price; in a word, I do 
not ſay a Turn in the Park is criminal, yet oftentimes 
it's unſafe. _ | 


Though I rank not the Love of Muſick among the 


Signs of Predeſtination, yet I am no Enemy to the Sci- 
ence. I am not even for baniſhing it the Churches. Me- 
thinks an Organ well touch'd gives a Majeſty to the Du- 
ties of Religion, and rouzes up the moſt drowſy Spirit 
to Devotion. , I am not for turning Inſtrumental Mufick 
out of civil Converſation; nor do I think with Plato, 
that the Violin or Harp have ſuch an Influence on the 
Government, that one String more would untune the 
Common-wealth: I believe the Ephor: of Lacedemon had 
little Buſineſs on their Hands, when they ſtinted the Lute- 
| ſtrings, and that the Senate deſerved rather to be laugh'd 
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at tor ſeizing the Fiddle, than Timotheus to be blamed for 
EXceeding the publick Allowance. 

However, it's certain airy Muſick raiſes ſportive Hu- 
mours, and tunes the Spirits to Diverfien'; it awakens 
Paſhon, warms the Blood, animates Fancy, and opens it 
to Pleaſure. Indeed it's not directly vicious; yet how far 
it may contribute to Vice, thoſe who haunt thoſe Places 
are the moſt competent Judges; but the vocal Muſick is 
lewd to Scandal, and jrreligious to Exceſs ; here you 
have Lewdneſs in Folio, crowded in a Conpler, and an 
Thad of Miſchief in a Nut-ſhell. 

The Subject is always profane or amorous; and both 
to the Height of the Poet's Fancy ; it's better in Rhime 
and Metre to help the Memory of the Audience; it's 
garniſh'd with Wit to make a deep Impreſſion on the In- 
tellect; ſo that here is Arſenick thrown into Ratsbane, 
Poiſon upon Poiſon ; and beſides an airy Tune and a fine 
Voice ſerve for a Vehicle; they gild the Doſe, take off 
the Unpalatableneſs of the Potion, and infuſe Pleaſure 
and Tranſport ; when Lewduͤneſs is work'd up with Verſe 
and Mufick, the Miſchief riſes; theſe drive it ſtronger 
upon Fancy and Practice. | 

But if it be performed by a Woman, it's then Poiſon 
thrice boiled, mortal and judden : It attacks not Virtue 
by Siege and Approaches, bur, like Gun-powder, blows 
it up in a Moment; it's downright Provocation ; for tho' 
the ſeems to vent the Poet's T houghts, ſhe warbles out 
her own, and covers her Amours under the fabulous 
Names of Cloris and Sylvia. A Woman that courts in 
Muſick, ſollicits in good earneſt, and is either ſome Spark's 
Conqueſt already, or intends to make one. It's odds, 
that ſhe who ſings ii] Things, will do worfe ; now when 
the Inclination is engaged by a fine Voice, and melting 
Notes; when the Words recommend the Buſineſs of 
Lewdneſs, and the Sex pleads for it, whether Paſſion be 
not like to get the better of Duty, I leave, Neander, to 
your Conſideration. | | 

But certainly, Sir, replied Neander, Vice is not in fo 
flouriſhing, nor Virtue in ſo ſinking a Condition as you 
would perſuade me; who would not think by your Dif- 
courſe, that Licentiouſneſs and Impiety had called in the 
City Charter, and by a Quo Warrants, diveſted the 1 

| | "ah 
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and Aldermen of the Government, to invade it them- 
felves? You draw a Picture of London in as black Co- 


'  lours, as the Scripture paints Sodom and Gomorrah, and 


repreſent the Inhabitants Sinners before the Lord, from 
the higheſt to the loweſt ; but for all that a Gentleman 
may find ſober and civil Company; and J am acquainted 
with Perſons of Character, who make a Conſcience of 
doing a bad Thing. 

I met once, ſaid Euſebius, a poor Fellow poring on a 
Book; well Tom, faid I ! what Book haſt thou there? 
the Bible, Maſter, reply'd Tom. The Bible, faidT! it's 
a good Book. There is, no doubt, ſober and civil Com- 
pany in Town, here and there, if a body could but find it; 
but bad ſo prodigiouſly over-tops it both in Number and 
Quality, that there is no coming at it; like Gold in the 
Mine, it muſt be found by Sweat and Labour; and 
then too, you muſt remove a Tun of Duſt for one 


_ Ounce of Oar. 


I believe alſo with Tom, that here and there a Body may 
find a Conſcience ; but then you muſt be at the Charge 
of a Hue and Cry, or ſend the Conſtable with a Warrant 
upon the Expedition; for Conſcience of late, like Deb- 
tors, ſculks in the dark, or walks the Streets incognito; 


and then when you have arreſted it in Her Majeſty's 


Name, a Man knows not what to make of it; it ſtands 
at Trifles, and breaks through Enormities; ſtrains at a 
Flea, and ſwallows a Camel. 7——H——took check 
at a Companion for ſinging a harmleſs Air upon the 
Lord's-day: He, He I will not ſuffer, ſaid he, the Sab- 


bath to be thus prophaned in my Preſence, Yet the next 


Sunday this very Conſcience invited the Sabbath-breaker 
to a Brothel. This Gentleman had a Conſcience, no 


doubt, but ſomething in Diſorder: One would have ta- 


ken him for an African Negro, who places Beauty in 
Blackneſs, and Deformity in a clear Complexion. A 
gay Humour, in-his Opinion, was a capital Crime, and 
Fornication an innocent Diverſion. The Town and 
Liberties ſwarm with this Breed of Conſciences ; they 
are bought at eaſy Rates; nay, are become botha Drug 


and a Nuiſance to Commerce and Society. 
I have, indeed, drawn London in black Colours; but 


methinks the Copy nicks the Original; and if it reſem- 


bles Sodom, who can help it; the Fault lies in the Like- 
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neſs of their Faces, not in the Painter. Indeed, I fear, 
a Portapolis and a London Beau are of the ſame Alloy; 
true to Fleſh and Blood, but falſe to Sobriety and Good- 
neſs. And then for the Belles, they are caſt in the ſame 
Mould. Vanity, Balls, and Dreſſing, run away with the 
Paleſtine Ladies T houghts, and do not they monopolize 
our London Ladies time? In fine, the foreign Vices of 
both Sexes thrive in our Climate; and if Syria has ſet 
us a Pattern, London out-does the Original. You will 
tell me London is a reformed City, how then dare | com- 
are the Exceſſes of a Chriſtian People, with the hideous 
Diſorders oß Pagans ? Is not this to ſet Idolatry above the 
Worſhip of the true God, and the Slaves of Beelzebab 
above the Children of Jeſu Chriſt ? By no means; our 
Belief is excellent, but our Manners ſtark nought; and 
this is the Riddle, that Mien ſhould profeſs Chriſt, and 
diſown his Maxims; reverence his Ferſon, and deſpiſe 
his Commands: This is in ſome meaſure a forty-two 
Diſtinction, when Men honoured and fought for the 
King againſt the Tyranny of Charles Stuart, and broke 
the fundamental Laws of the Nation to maintain them. 
Our Nation is a Babel of Religions, and the City 2 
Pantheon : We have trick'd up Chriſtianity in all Dreſ- 
ſes, and modelled it to the Fancy of French and Engliſh 
Fanaticiſm. One would think we were upon the Diſco- 
very of new Paſſages into Heaven, as well as into the 
South and Tartarean Seas, or that each Man reſolved to 
leaye the High-road, to ſteal in at a Bye-lane. | 
ow when forty Religions ſnug under the Protection 
of the Law, few are really believed.; for where Reve- 
lation is queſtioned, Practice wil! of Courſe be brought 
to the Bar, and then it's odds, thoſe Principles that fa- 
vour Nature, will get the Advantage over thoſe that re- 
ſtrain it. Tho' therefore London be a reform'd City, a 
Latitude of Faith draws after it a greater of Principles; 
and when theſe are rotten, how ſhall our Behaviour be 
ſound? | | 3335 
Well, ſaid Neander, but ſuppoſe pur Privy-Council 
thinks fit to baniſh, by Proclamation, young Gentlemen 
twenty Miles from the Town, will they remove out of 
the Reach of Vice, and ſtand clear of thoſe Diſorders that 
wait on a City Life? I fancy Vice is a Weed that over- 
runs Villages as well as Lowns; and a Man who FE 
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ſolves to regale Appetite, may feaſt it in Northumberland; 
nay, and at a cheaper Rate too. Now a low-ſeaſon'd 
Pleaſure that coſts but a Crown, reliſhes better, and rai- 
ſes a more agreeable Senſation on the Organ, than a high- 
ſpiced Satisfaction that coſt twenty; and then for God's 
ſake, what Buſineſs have unſettled Gentlemen on their 
Hands in their Father's Houſes? Do they not ſaunter 

away their Lives in Kennels and Stables; and run them- 
| ſelves down in the Chace of Hares and Foxes? So that 
living among Peaſants and Beaſts, they put on the Beha- 
viour of thoſe, and all the Brutality of theſe; and thus 
become half Man, half Beaſt: For, ina Word, a Coun- 
try- Gentleman is a Compound of much Pride, and little 
Merit, a Sultan in a ſmall Pariſh, a Tyrant in Baſto, and 
a Clown at length; he eats much, but drinks more, 
March Beer is his Nectar, and powder'd Beef his Ambro- 
ſium, and when he has lain ſome Neighbours on their 


Backs at the Barrel's-head, he ſhines in the Top of his 
Glory. 


You miſtake me, Neander, replied Exſeb ins, Lazineſs 
and Plenty live in*Hamblets, as well as Cities, and Vice 
always makes a part of their Retinue ; there is no Sanc- 
tuary on this Side the Moon againſt ' Diſorders; no Sin 
is a Prerogative only granted to Heaven; and tho Grace 
and Caution may preterve us from Guilt, they don't from 
Danger, | 

But however this Plague rages more in Town than in 
the Country, and carries off more there in one Pariſh in a 
Week, than here in a whole Country in a Twelve- month. 
Temptations ſollicit, but bad Company ſpurs on to 
Wickedneſs. If in the Country Debauchery be ſome- 
times practiſed, in "Towns it's openly profeis'd ; here are 
Schools and Academies of this Black Art, tho' not by 
Licence, yet at leaſt by Connivance. Procureſſes receive 
Stipends, and Gentlemen give Procreation Money as well 
for their Pleaſures, as their Play: In ſhort, Wickedneſs 
is brought to Method, Principle, and Demonſtration ; and 
I fancy we ſhall take up again our Anceſtors Trunk- 
breeches, before we lay down this deteſtable Science. Let 
us ſuppoſe a Country-Gentleman is ſomething too ſevere 
upon harmleſs Animals; is it not more pardonable to 
run down a Hare, than an Eſtate? To worry a Fox, than 

Conſcience? Take Things by the worſt handle, and you 
| may 
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may ſay he rides, hunts, ſhoots, and ſaunters away his 
Life; But a Town-Spark whores, blaſphemes, drinks, 
dices away Health, Eſtate, and Soul into the Bargain. The 
Diverſion of thoſe are mean, of theſe vicious and criminal. 
Thoſe might live better, and theſe cannot worſe. This 
being ſo, the Diſorders of the former come not within 
view of thoſe of the latter; thoſe ſpend their time like 
Keepers, theſe like Fiends. Thoſe fall below the level 
of Gentlemen, and theſe of Chriſtians. 

What Remedy? ſays Neander: More Caution and 
leſs 1]]-nature in Parents, anſwer'd Euſebius. Had they 
more Care of their Children, theſe might have more Senſe 
of their Duty. There would be leſs Idleneſs in the 
World, and confequently leſs Vice. Let them apply be- 
times their younger Sons to ſome honeſt Calling, that 
they may beat out of Induſtry and Labour a handſome 
Livelihood. This will employ their Thoughts, and their 
Time, and keep Temptation at a Diſtance. A Man that 
has honeſt Buſineſs on his Hands, ſeldom harbours diſho- 
neſt Dehgns in his Heart: Beſides, it ſecures his riper 
Years. Nobility alone, as the World goes, is a ſlender 
Inheritance. Good Blood muſt have good Coin to ap- 

ar ſignificant, and make a Figure. A Gentleman that 
ives by his Wits muſt turn off Conſcience, and will 
take leave of Religion. An Annuity of fifty Pounds per 
Annum ſinks quickly to the Lees. An unlucky Throw of 
the Dice ſets it a-tilt. And then a Miſer's Stipend caſts 
him at leaſt two Years behind-hand. Poverty hangs 
heavy on all Men; it diſpirits Courage, tempts Virtue, 
and dares a Man to be wicked; it caſts him into De- 
ſpair. Now a Gentleman cannot poſſibly fall into a 
worſe Diſeaſe. For it deads all Thoughts of Birth, Ho- 
nour, and Virtue, and forces him either to turn Pad on 

the Road, or Sharper in Town; and then he ends his 
Days by the Sword, or the Halte. 

Parents muſt ſettle the Heir betimes: And it's more 
adviſeable to do it a Year too ſoon, than a Month too 
late. The Care ofa Family will take up a great Part of 
his Time, and of his Thoughts. And when they are 
tied to Buſineſs, they will ſcarce be at Leiſure to purſue 
criminal Pleafures. Generally our Heart and our Con- 
cerns lodge in the ſame Apartment, and when theſe lie 
at Home, that ſeldom ſtirs Abroad. - ; 
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T. J. was a young Gentleman of great Expectation. 
His Eftate equall'd his Birth, and his Endowments both. 
Nature had join'd a graceful Preſence to an extraordi- 
nary Wit. So that it was hard to determine, whether 
he ſtood more obliged to Providence for the Symmetry 
of his Body, or the Ornaments of his Soul. He was 
ſt one and twenty, and I uſed all my Intereſt with his 
5 ather to ſettle him. I told him, in all Probability, his 
Son would prove like the Prophet's Figs, either very good, 
or very bad, that his Complexion promiſed nothing ordi- 
nary. For he had great Paſſions, tho' his Education chain'd 
'em: And if they got looſe, they would drive him upon 
the greateſt Extravagances. A Match of 10, ooo J. was 
propos'd ; and nothing remain'd to conclude it, but a 
Settlement of 500 J. per Annam in preſent upon the young 
Gentleman his Son. But the very word Settlement threw 
the old Gentleman off the Hinges, and ſcar'd him into all 
the Poſtures of Impatience; ſuch Scenes of Extravagance 
are ſeldom ſeen in Bethlem. Never Man in his Wits 
better topt the Frenſies of a Madman. He was one of 
thoſe who rave after Money, when they have leaſt uſe 
for it; and furniſh their Pockets with great Viaticums, 
when they are almoſt at their Journey's end. I thought 
he was within an Ace of playing the Deſperado, like 
Apicius the Roman, who ſtabbed himſelf with thirty thou- 
ſand Pounds in Caſh, out of an Apprehenſion of dying 
in Poverty, and thus not to die a Beggar, expir'd like a 
Madman. He was deaf to Advice, and Paſſion had quite 
 maſter'd Reaſon. He ſtill ſuppoſed the ſame Pen that 
ſign'd the Conveyance, would write his Execution; that 
Life and Money would go together. 

The young Squire talked both of his Miſtreſs and his 
Money, took check, and over- acted the very Extrava- 
gances of his Father. He ſpurr'd to London, and left a 
_ thouſand Curſes behind him. Here he ſtruck up with 

Sharpers, Scourers, and Alſatians. And to compleat his 
Misfortune, made Acquaintance with the Players. He 

bounded from bad to worſe, till he finiſhed a Courſe of 
Debauchery, and undid himſelf to revenge his Father's 
Unkindneſs. 

The old Gentleman ſeem'd unconcern'd at his Son's 
Misbehaviour, and comforted himſelf with good Wives 


Proverbs, An untoward Child, ſaid he, will make a 3 
Man; 
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Man; he will take up when he has ſou'd his wild Oats. 
But alas, he tool up only Money, Blaſphemies, Leudueſs, 
and Irreligion : And all thoſe accurs'd Principles that ſtu- 
pify Conſcience, and give Liberty to Appetite. I had the 
Fortune to meet this unhappy Gentleman. Gloomineſs 
methought fat on his Face, and Diſcontent appear'd in 
every Motion. I ſuppoſe Conſcience made ſome Efforts 
to reſcue him, and that a kind Remonſtrance might lec- 
ture him into his Duty. But no; he was too far gone 
for a Cure. Vice had got the Aſcendant, and twiſted it 
ſelf with his Nature. He ſeem'd rather fond than aſha- 
med of his Exceſles, and almoſt grown proud of his Miſ- 
behaviour. The Cauſe of his Melancholly lay in his 
Pocket. He had baſſerred away his Money, and his 
good Humour; and as his Debts ſwell'd, his Credit 
ſunk, and the Apprehenſions of Bailiffs and Catch-poles 
daſh'd all his Sweets with Gall and Wormwood. | 

In fine, fleſh'd in Debauchery, he was paſt Recovery: 
So that he run on in the broad Way, till a Stab ſtop'd 
his Career, to begin a longer Courſe of Torments. Now 
had his Father been kinder, he might have lived a fine 
Gentleman, and died a pious Chriſtian. But the old 
Man's Avarice diſcarded him of all the Sentiments of a 
Parent. To ſave a Penny, be expoſed his Son, and fo 
ruin'd him eternally, to gratify a Caprice. 


Well, ſaid Neander, this Cruelty of the Father ſhould _ 


ſtand upon Record as a perpetual Caveat to Parents, and 
the unfortunate End of the Son ſhould ſcare voung 
Gentlemen from a hair-brain'd Paſſion, debauch'd Com- 
pany, and a Town Life. It's a Bleſſing to reap Inſtruc- 
tion from another's Misfortune ; but it's a ſevere Pu- 
niſhment to teach Poſterity by our own. You have con- 
vinc*d me, dear Euſebius, of the Danger ofa Town-Life; 
and I will not run into the Arms of Temptation. We 
are not ſecure when we fly the Occaſion, much leſs 
when we court 'em. 

I applaud your Reſolution, reply'd Euſebius, Temp- 
tations will certainly be too hard for good Counſel, and 
Incentives to Vice for Exhortation to Virtue. If you 
intend to fly Sin, retire from Danger. A pious Reſolu- 
tion is ſeldom Proof againſt a ſtrong Invitation to Evil. 
Neander ſtaid ſome Months with Euſebius; he had ſuch 
a Reſpect for his Perſon, ſuch a Veneration for . 

| that 
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that nothing was able to wean him from his Converſa- 


tion, but a peremptory Command of his Father to re- 
turn Home. a 


DIALOGUT It 


How Euſebius behaved himſelf in the Management of 


his Eſtate. 


Uſebins had been train'd up in the Court and Camp; 

yet he eſpous'd the Vices of neither: He remember'd 
the Covenant he had made in the Font of Baptiſm with 
his Saviour ; that there he renounced all Amity with the 


. 
— 


World, and promis'd to comply with all the Maxims of 


the Goſpel. He endeavour'd therefore to keep up to the 
Height of the Engagement, and poſtpon'd all temporal 
Pretenſions to thoſe of Eternity. A Senſe of his Duty to 


his King and Country, fix'd him in both theſe Stations, 


not a View of Intereſt or Glory. And he has been often 
heard to ſay, That thoſe who are Slaves to Money, command 
Conſcience, and ſcorn to truckle to the vulgar Notions of 
Good and Evil. So that an intereſted Man throws off 
Honeſty, when he takes up the delire of Wealth; and is 
as far from being a truſty Miniſter to his Prince, as a 
faithful Servant to his Maſter. In every Poſt he beha- 
ved himſelf with that Uprightneſs and Vigilance, nay, 
and Succeſs alſo, that all confeſs'd his Merits anſwer'd 
his Station ; but he never courted any Recompence, be- 
ſides the Satisfaction of having diſcharg'd his Duty. His 
Ambition was to deſerve Preferment, not by Placets to 
extort it; nor was he ever heard to murmur (when put 
by) that Favour over-top'd Merit, or that Recommenda- 
tions took Place of long Service. At the Revolution he 


withdrew from Buſineſs, and could never be perſuaded - 


to ſtrike in with the new Government. 

Having retreated from the Noiſe and Hurry of the 
Town, he began to conſider the Inſtability of human 
Things, and concluded that worldly Happineſs is preca- 
rious, and ſtands not only upon a Precipice, but upon 
Ice too, altho? it's a difficult Point to prevail with a great 


Man, and to depend on his Grandeur, or to perſuade 


him 
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him his Station is ſlippery, or that the Babel he has rais'd 
will fink into Duſt, and bury him under the Ruins. If 
Princes fall, ſaid he, where ſhall Subjects find ſure 
footing? If we are unſafe, ſurrounded with Guards, 
what Security without them? If Friends turn treache- 
rous, who dare we truſt? If Relations betray us, where 
muſt we expect Fidelity ? All this World can give, may 
be taken away; ſo that the moſt wealthy, the moſt dig- 
nify'd Man upon Earth has this only Advantage above the 
Peaſant, that in a Moment he may tumble lower, and 
conſequently be more miſerable. For certainly he is leſs 
unhappy whom Fortune never favour'd, than him ſhe has 
forſaken. Why then do we unpeople Provinces to glut 
our Ambition, and raiſe Cities to build proud Palaces up- 
on their Ruins? Why do we unbowel the Earth to feaſt 
our Avarice, and ſweat under Ground to purchaſe Cares 
and Diſcontent above it? For who has moſt to loſe, has 
always moſt to fear. The higheſt Station puts no Bounds 
to an ambitious Spirit, nor the vaſteſt Treaſures to a co- 
vetous one. When Alexander had even gotten all, he de- 
fired ſomething more. His Wiſhes ſwell'd with his Con- 
ee. and his Pride march'd farther than his Armies. His 
reaſures were immenſe, but his Prodigality was grea- 
ter, and his Wants ſurpaſs'd both. Money never makes 
a Man rich; the more he has, the more he covets. He 
is not poor that has enough, but he who poſſeſſes Milli- 
ons, if he deſires more. 

Seeing therefore 3 Cares, Diſſatigfaction, and 
either Emptineſs or a Surfeit waits upon ſublunary En- 
Joyments, why do we place our Happineſs ſo low? And 
court Vexation of Spirit for our ſupream Felicity? God 
has ſeated our true Enjoyments above the Smoak of this 
inferior World, and out of the Reach of Caſualties. In 
vain therefore we weary our ſelves in the purſuit of real 
Satisfaction here, that is only to be found hereafter. 

This Confideration ſo wean'd Euſebius from the Love of 
the World, that he flung up all Pretenſions to future Ad- 
vancements, and reſolv*d to lay out his Time upon the 
Purchaſe of a happy Eternity. He kept his Word, for 
immediately he withdrew into the Country, and allied 
all the Qualities of a Gentleman, ſo handſomely with the 
Duties of a Chriſtian, that it was hard to judge whether 


his Behaviour was more genteel, or more religious. He 
| Was 
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was wont to ſay, Thoſe lie ander a Miſtake, who fancy 


Virtue is an Enemy to good Breeding ; that a Man muſt 
turn off Civility to commence a Saint, and disband fron 
the Society of Men, to keep a Correſpondence with God. 
No, no, continued he, Chriſtianity makes Men honeſt in- 
deed, but not Clowns ; it forbids Grimace, but nut Sin- 
cerity ; it puts a Mean between Foppiſhneſs and Ruſticity, 
and forbids to ſhew no Breeding by affecting to ſhew too 
much. Virtue ſmooths the Brow as well as the Canſtience, 
aud knows to temper innocent Mirth with a ſeaſonable Re- 
ſervedneſs. So that we may keep up to the Height of our 
Duty to God, without dropping our Obligation ta Neigh= 
our hood and Society. | 
Euſebius divided the Day between Devotion, Buſineſs, 
and innocent Diverſions ; or rather he devoted 1t entirely 


to God ; becauſe he raiſed to a ſupernatural End the 


molt indifferent Actions, and never withdrew his Thoughts 
from' his Creator, even in the Government of his Fami- 
ly, or Heat of his Recreations. So ſoon as he was up, 
he retired into his Cloſet, and paſs'd an Hour either in 
Prayer, or the reading ,of good Books. And he took 
ſuch a Plealure in them, that he renounced all unprofit- 
able and profane Lectures, in which ſo many Perſons 
employ their Time to avoid Idleneſs, by an Idleneſs no 

leſs vain, and often more dangerous. N 
He could not endure the ridiculous Affecta tions of ma- 
ny Gentlemen, that is not only paſs'd into a Cuſtom, but 
almoſt into a Law, who ſuppoſe the leaſt inſight into 
their Concerns forfeits their Patent, and throws em be- 
low the level of Quality; that it's a Mark of Peaſantry 
to balance their Incomes with their Expences ; or to take 
Notice whether their Revenues will keep touch with 
their Prodigality. One would think Gentlemen took 
Mr. Oryden's Satyr in Dun Sebaſtian for a Panegyrick, 
who allows em f/ Pockets, and empty Heads ; great 

Eſtates in Land, and none in Mit. | 
Euſebius thought it no more beidw the Station of a 
Gentleman, to take Care ofan Eſtate, than to poſleſsone. 
He ſuſpe&ed not the Fidelity of his Steward, yet he 
thought it againſt the Laws of Prudence to truſt him too 
far; for he knew Men are ſeldom careful of others Con- 
cerns, when they are negligent in their own: Thar it's a 
dangerous Experiment, to put even Honeſty it ſelf 17 _ 
: | | rial, 
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Trial. For alas, it's odds, that a Servant will cheat with- 
out Scruple, when he can without Diſcovery. He there- 
fore every Week call'd his Steward to Account, view'd 
the Regiſters, and balanc'd his Receipts with his Expen- 
ces. And thus he kept within Compaſs, and lived hand- 
ſomely upon his own, not upon the Sweat of poor Shop- 
keepers and Labourers. For he look'd on the taking 
upon Credit, as a Blur to a Gentleman's Reputation. 
And he uſed to ſay, To ran deep in Merchant's Books, is 
an infallible Symptom of a ſinking Eſtate, or a loſt Couſci- 
ence. For who will run upon Tick that has Money 
in Hand? Or, who intends to pay his Debts that has 
Credit to Contract them, and no Fund to quit Scores? 

He therefore modell'd his Family to his Eſtate, not to 
his Quality, and his Equipage to his Purſe, not to his Li- 
tle. For neither Patent nor Coronets are a Protection to 
Injuſtice. And certainly he is guilty of this Crime, who | 
contracts Debts he knows himſelf unable to conceal : 
Indeed it's a Gentleman's Practice, and ſo is the Breach 
of all God's Commands: But alas, Quality can't ſancti- 
fy an ill Action, nor unhallow a good one. 

Exſebius could not endure to enter his Name in Mer- 
chant's Books; he would therefore rather defer a Pur- 
chaſe, than take it upon Truſt. He compared Debtors 
to the Man in the Goſpel, poſleſs'd by a Legion of De- 
vils; when one goes out, a hundred return to torment | 
him. The thought of a Bailift throws 'em into Fits; 
and the fight of a Creditor, like the Eye of a Baſilisk, 
ſtrikes em dead with Apprehenfion : So that they fear 
the Light, and like Owls and Bats range in Darkneſs and 
Obſcurity ; they confine themielves out of Fear of being 
conhned, and commit themſelves cloſe Priſoners to their 
Lodgings, not to be mew'd up in a Dungeon. In a word; 
they lead the Lives of Criminals, fear every Man, are 
ſcorn'd by all, and pitied by none; and too often, in ſpite 
of Caution, they too took up in a Jail, and there die un- 
regarded, like Rats, behind the Hangings. 

One Day a young Gentleman gave Euſebius a Viſit. He 
was one of thoſe who place all their Concerns in this 
World, without a regard to the other. An extravagant 
Admirer of Life, and yet ſeem'd to be tired of it. He 
lived fo faſt, that he out-lived a Year in one Day; and 


one would have thought his only Buſineſs was to poſt 4 
| his 
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nis Grave. He had a handſome Eſtate, but too ſmall for 
nis Prodigality ; it anſwer'd the Dignity of a Knight, but 
his Expences kept Pace with thoſe of a Duke; ſo that in 
4 few Years it run upon the Lees, and his Credit ſunk 
with his Fortune. A Creditor found him out, and with 
Submiſſion demanded of his Worſhip the Payment of a 
Debt; but he had been io often haunted by ſuch Spirits, 
that he had the knack of laying, as well as raiſing them. 
For he was laviſhing of Promiſes, though ſparing in the 
Performance, and always gave great Hopes, but never 

oney. : 
Wel, ſays Euſebius, when he had diſmiſs'd the Man, 
may I enquire into the Fellow's Buſineſs. I ſuppoſe he 


forgot his Diſtance, and paſs'd the Bounds of Civility ; 


for you ſeem'd in a ferment, and diſmiſs'd him with 
Warmth and Expoſtulation. | 
The Raſcal, anſwer'd the Spark, duns me for a Debt 
of ten Years ſtanding; as if I enter'd his Books only 
Yeſterday. | | 
Nay, ſaid Egſeb:#s, with a ſmile, that's inſufferable. 
What? To bait a Gentleman for an old Debt is unhand= 
ſome, and affronting too. For, what was Paſſion given 
us, but to let looſe upon ſo provoking Occaſions? 'T hoſe 
Rogues ſhould be muzzled, and bound up to their good 
Behaviour : Beſides, the Sum perchance is inconſiderable. 
_ ATrifle, reply'd the Gentleman, not above a hun- 
dred Pounds, the Price of a Winter and Summer Suit. 
My Mind gave me, ſaid Euſebius, the Fellow was a 
Taylor; his Gate and Impudence proclaim'd his Profeſ- 
ſion. A Varlet without Breeding, without Conſcience, ot 
good Nature, thus to way-lay a Gentleman; to break in 
upon his Retirement, to ſhirk into an Audience; nay, and 
come upon ſo unwelcomie an Errand, argues ſmall Reſpect 
for Quality, and leſs Behaviour. And then, where is 
the Raſcal's Conſcience to demand a Debt of teti Yeats 
ſtanding? A Taylor's Right wears out with his Merchan- 
dize. And when a Gentleman throws off his Cloaths, 
he makes over the Obligation of Payment to his Valet de 
Chambre. A Taylor ſhould no more think of aſking a 
Debt, than 4 Gentleman of paying it. But, dear Sir, 
aillery apart. Can time preſcribe againſt. Juſtice ? Muft 
a Man forfeit his Right, becauſe you fling ũp your Inno- 
cence? Or is it a leſs Impudence to refuſea juſt Pay ment, 
than 
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than to ſollicit it? Believe me, Sir, he is not to blame 
who aſks his due, but he who compels him. And its 
leſs becoming, to live at free Quarter upon Merchants 
and TI radeſmen, than to demand Satisfaction for the 
Grievance. 13 

You remember, I preſume, that once upon a Time, a 
Daw of great Family, but ſmall Revenues, had a Month's 
Mind to be fine. He was low in Caſh, but fluſh of Cre- 
dit; and fo took up on Tick a gaudy Equipage. He 
lorded it among his Neighbours ; and forgetting his Pe- 
digree, pretended Alliance to the Bird of Paradiſe. But 


in the Height of his Proſperity his Creditors attack'd him; 


and being unable to return either Money or Security, 
they {trip'd- him of his Bravery, and turn'd him into the 
Woods, in puris naturalibus. And then all thoſe Syco- 
phants, that fawn'd upon his Fortune, laugh'd at his Fol- 
ly, and turn'd Sir Fob» Daw into plain Fack ; nay, and 
threw him among the Roors for his Puniſhment. 

There needs no Key to the Fable. The Application 
ſits on the Surface. Nay, our Sparks have been at the 
charge of turning it into real Story, and fo are fad In- 
ſtances both of the Bird's Pride on the one fide, and 
Folly on the other, and though they barter not their Qua- 


ity, they are ſtrip'd of its Support; and then they knock 


off naked of Ornament, and conſequently of regard. 
For Nobility, without Caſh, makes but a lean Figure; 
one Ounce of Gold weighs forty Coats of Arms. Tho 
the Blood of a Hero rowls in your Veins, if Chink has 


| forſaken your Pocket, you muſt ſhear off to Rooks fora 


Maintenance ; for Regard riſes and falls by the ſecret In- 
fluence of Metal. : | 
* Pray, Sir, a Paraphraſe if you pleaſe, reply*d the Gen- 
tleman, on the Parable; for, I confeſs, I am unable to 
ſee through it, unleſs you intend by a ſly Innuendo to 
condemn me to the Trade of Purſe-taking on the King's 
Highway. Under Favour, ſaid Euſebius, it's not my Pro- 
vince to ſet any Man his Taſk ; but Tam a kind of Figure- 
flinger, and pretend to tell young Mens Fortunes, not in- 


_ deed by the help of the black Art, but by their own Con- 


duct. You take upon Truſt with both Hands, and pay with 


neither; you wade up to the Chin in Taylor's Books; you 


fink over Head and Ears in Vintners; card away 500 l. 


in a Night, and fling into a Miſs's Lap 1000 J. maintain 
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one Family in the Country, another in the Town. You 
receive 2000 J. per Aunum, and diſburſe Five. Now 
where muſt this Prodigality end, but in Poverty, Con- 
tempt, and Deſpair? And when a Gentleman is waited 
on by three ſuch Attendants, he is equip'd for any Prac- 
tice. Neceſlity is a bad Counſellor, and Deſpair a worſe; 
and I can aſſure you, they have ſet ſome Gentlemen ups 
on unwarrantable Enterprizes : For when they have no 
Fund to live on, they muſt live by their Wits, and then 
they are forc'd to caſt up their Accounts at O Baily's, 
and to pay the Reckoning at Hyde-Park Corner. 

Young Gentlemen muſt live up to their Birth, ſaid 
the Gentleman. 

Provided, anſwered Euſebius, their Purſe runs even 
with their Quality. For otherwiſe Title muſt ſtoop to 


Revenues, and Figure muſt ſhrink to Neceſſity. It's ill 


Huſbandry to glitter in Equipage, like a Prince, for a 
Twelve- month, and then to ſneak into a Corner with a 
ſolitary Lacquey, down at Heels, and out at Elbows; to 
turn off from a Guinea Ordinary to the Baſket, or to 
ſtand obliged for a Meal, to the Courteſy of Relations all 
your Life after. But this is not our Caſe neither. Few 
Gentlemen break their. Eſtates by ſtretching them to 
their Birth, but beyond it. A Squire will vie Prodiga- 
lity with a Lord, and a Knight with a Duke. Now, alas! 


how can two Thouſand per Aunum hold out with Ten? 


It muſt jade and founder in a ſhort time, and lay its Maſ- 
ter like a tired Tit in the Mire. „5 
But ſuppoſe theſe Misfortunes wait not upon you, 
where is Conſcience? | | 
Nay, reply'd the Gentleman, in good Hands I aſſure 
you. For certainly, Conſcience may be well, though 
my Eſtate be fick. I may balance Accounts with God, 
though I am behind Hand with my Neighbour. | 
Not ſoeafily neither, ſaid Exſebins. For when a Gen- 
tleman takes upon Credit, Conſcience enters Bond for 
the Payment ; and if the Eftate cannot anſwer the In- 


cumbrance, that will be uneaſy. Pray, Sir, continued 


Euſebius, is there no ſuch Law as, Thon ſhalt not ſteal! 
Without doubt, anſwer'd N. N. | pe 

And does this Precept take in, ſaid Euſebius, only 

Pads and Cut- purſes? | 9 
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It forbids, faid N. N. all acts of Injuſtice; nay, and 
reſtrains Deſires. It's ill even to covet an ill Thing; 
and he who deſigns to over-reach his Neighbour, tranſ- 
greſſes the Law, as well as he who deceives him. | 

Your Caſuiſtry, reply'd Euſebius, is found and or- 
thodox, but not your PraQtice. For do you notforce 
poor Creatures to change their Labour into a continual - 
Attendance ; to ſaunter away their Time in an Anti- 
Chamber, and then to return home with empty Promi- 
tes? Nay, and it's often taken for a Civility not to be 
affronted; and for Payment in part, not to be deny'd 
(with a God damn ye) for the whole. Now when a Cre- 
ditor muſt be eternally upon the "Trot to come up to his 
Debtor, and ply at all the Coftee- Houſes for Intelligence 
of his Haunts, the Irons cool at Home, Trade finks, 
Work is at a ſtand, and a Bankrupt treads upon his 
Heels. For how ſhall a Merchant pay his Debts, who 
receives none? Now, Sir, here is lacrum ceſſans on the 
one Hand, and damnum emergens on the other, and in 
the Sight of God you ſtand reſponſible for both : They 
will be put to your Accounts, and you muſt either re- 
pair them here, or ſuffer for them hereafter. ' | 

For God's fake, Sir, faid N. N. who bids thoſe Raſ- 
cals run upon the Hunt, and trace my Motions ; nay, 
and break my Head; with importunate Sollicitations ? 
Muſt I anſwer for their Folly, and pay for their Extra- 
vagance ? Let them keep within Doors, and carry on 
their Trade, I will not intermeddle in their Concerns. 

That is, Sir, reply'd Euſebius, if they will fit down 
with their Loſs, you are ſatisfy'd; if they will take your 
Honour for their Security, and croſs Scores for Promiſes, 
or be content with a Lacquey with a Cudgel for Pay- 
| maſter, I eaſily believe you. If all the Creditors in the 
Nation will vouchſafe to burn their Regiſters, Spend- 
thrifts will be at the Expence of the Execution, and ap- 
plaud their Generofity. And if they pleaſe to give in 
our Security never to importune you with unpleaſant 

ifits, you will ſecure them of Non- payment. 

I fancy you are got into a Vein of Drollery. But the 
Miſchief is, with ſome People a Jeſt improves into an 
Argument, and Raillery grows upinto Reaſon. But de- 
ceive not your ſelf ; thoſe who put off Payment with 


dilatory Pretences, not only bid their Creditors * 
| El 
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their Trade and Family, but force them: For without 
Importunity nothing is done. They mult beg for their 
due, as hard as for an Alms; .and ſpend more Time in 
recovering their Money, than in earning it. It's as eaſy 
to dig the Oar out of the Mines of Potaſi, as to impor- 
tune a Debt out of the Pocket of a Prodigal. 

But if a poor Tradeſman by ſuch an Injuſtice chance 
to go down in the World, to ſuffer a Seizure of his 
Goods, or his Perſon, you muſt Account for the Da- 
mages alſo. For you are the Cauſe of his Misfortune, 
and by conſequence muſt anſwer for it. 

To be plain, faid N. N. my Eftate lies Sick of a 
Conſumption ; the Dice have prey'd upon its Vitals ; 
and Riot has brought it ſo low, that I fear it's now paſt 
Recovery. I cannot cancel paſt Scores without throw- 
ing my ſelf into a Neceſhty of drawing in my Retinue, 
or living upon Courteſy. Now either Way expoſes my 
Reputation to the publick Obloquy, and my Perſon ra- 
ther to Raillery than Compaſſion. For Misfortune in 
our Age is a Jeſt of it ſelf, and a little Fooling upon the 
Subject makes bad Circumſtances inſupportable. When a 
Coat is Thread-bare, how eaſy is it to pick a Hole? 
When a Man can ſcarce keep his Head above Water, a 
ſmall Weight plunges him to the bottom. Though he 
may ſtruggle againſt one Committimus, a Leaſh will cer- 
tainly fink him in a Dungeon ; and theſe Furies ſeldom 
appear ſingle. I confeſs my Inclination leans not towards 
the K1ng*s-Bench, or the Mar ſpalſea. I am for a free 
Air, and hate to lie at the Mercy of a Turnkey. | 

It's more eaſy, anſwer'd Euſebius, to commit, than 
to excuſe an Injuſtice. Eſtate Diſeaſes, like thoſe of the 
Body, muft be cured by a ſlender Diet. Riot and High- 
fare enforce the Fever, enflame the Blood, and breed ill 
Humours. And I have known ſome Eſtates brought back 
from the laſt Agony to a perfect State of Health and Vi- 
gour, by a ſhort Pittance of Barley-Broth. I perſuade 
you to make a Trial of the Reczpe, enter into a Courſe 
of Phyſick. But then, as you hope for Benefit, come 
not within the Smoak of the Town; the Remedy requires 
the freſh Air of the Campaign, Retirement and Solitude. 
To ſpeak plain, retrench Expences, diſmiſs Equipages, 
reform Attendants, reſerve one fourth Part of your Re- 
venues for Subſiſtence, and three for Creditors. Five 
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hundred per Aunum well managed, will go farther than 
two thouſand ill. And altho' the Sum anſwers not the 
Extravagances of a Town Debauchee, it will keep touch 
with the Occaſion of a ſober Gentleman. For I can aſ- 


ſure you, Birth is not ſo expenſive as Prodigality ; Gra- 


vity of Behaviour and Moderation ſet it off, and give it 
a finer Luſtre than all the coſtly Trappings of Pomp, 
Et peer and Riot. c | | 

But People will laugh, if you ſhrink your Figure, pack 
up for the Country, and ſtint Expences? Suppoſe they 
do; to ſtifle their Mirth, will you pawn an Eſtate? And 
play the Fool to buy off their Fooling? Will you rather 
ſtand their Scorn than their Merriment ? And be deſpi- 


ſed in Poverty, than rally'd in a comfortable Fortune? 


Retrieve your Eſtate, and Credit will rife in Proportion; 
he never wants Regard, who is ſtock'd with Money; nor 
he Contempt, who is unfurniſh'd. | 

Sparing and Parſimony lead not to Newgate, or the 
King's-Bench; but Prodigality, Gaming, Wine, and 
Miſles: Creditors will bear more Years with Men, who 
take ſure Meaſures, to pay their Debts, than Days with 
thoſe who increaſe them. | = 

But methinks Conſcience and Duty ſhould take place 
of all temporal Views. A Chriſtian that believes there 
is a Hell to puniſh Injuſtice, ſhould not make himſelf 
miſerable beyond Redemption, upon a groundleſs Forfei- 
ture of Reputation. For on'my Word, dear Sir, Credit 
in the next World is no Protection; when once Injuſtice 
has plunged you into Flames, the Reputation of Alexan- 
der will not bail you. b . 
Now, ag I ſaid before, it's a heavy Injuſtice to pay 
Merchants only with empty Promiſes, and yet more 
heavy to return for Ware, Curſes, and Imprecations. 
For to be free with you, Sir, Gentlemen that diſcharge 
their Debts with ſuch adulterate Coin, enhance the reck- 
oning, and commence Thieves and Robbers. Indeed 
they play not at ſmall Game upon the King's Highway, 
nor take a Purſe with a Piſtol in their Hand, and a Damn 


leads to a Halter. But, however, tho? they endanger not 
their Necks, they ſtab their Conſcience; and if they 
ſtand clear of the Infamy of Padding, they avoid 8 in 
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ye deliver in their Mouths. They have more concern 
for their Skin, than to embark in an Enterprize that 
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Guilt. For to refuſe Payment is no leſs an Injuſtice be- 

fore God, than to plunder on the Highway. (RAD 
God forbid I ſhould refuſe Payment, ſaid N. N. But 
alas, Tam in no Condition. My Debts run high, and 
my Eſtate low; Taxes ſweep away one part, my Family 
another; and when preſent Expences exceed Receipts, 
how ſhall I croſs out the paſt ? | | 
Under favour, ſaid Euſebius, you refuſe by your 
Conduct, though not by your Words, and that is more 
fignificant, nor leſs criminal. You rattle in a Coach 
and Six; glitter in Embroidery ; hector in Taverns, and 
ſleep upon the Dice. You take up at Intereſt, and yet 
pay none. Is not this the ſtraight way to beggar your 
ſelf firſt, and then all you deal with? For is not ſuch a 
Miſmanagement the High-road to Beggary; and conſe- 
_ quently does it not lead you into an Impoſſibility of pay- 
ing? If you refuſe not Payment, apply due Means, leſ- 
ſen Charges, and ſtint Prodigality to meer Neceſſaries: 
This is your Intereſt as well as Duty. And it no leſs 
concerns your Eftate than your Soul. For in a Word, I 
muſt repeat it, without Reparation of Damages, there is 
no Salvation. Who wilfully leaves this World in Debt, 
muſt pay it in the other; and tho' he eludes the Proſe- 
cution of Creditors here, he cannot avoid the Juſtice of 
the Almighty hereafter. | 
The Gentleman heard good Counſel, and was within 
an Ace of following it. He ſaw his Eftate lie at Stake, 
together with his Soul, and that he poſted on'to Beggary 
and Damnation. He confeſs'd Euſebius's Advice was 
the moſt ſecure, tho” the leſs palatable; and good Huſ- 
bandry might retrieve his ſinking Fortune, and furniſh 
Supplies for Uſe and Payment. But on a ſudden, for- 
ſooth, he would turn Politician, and play'd the Fool out 
of a Principle of Wiſdom. The Matter calls, ſaid he, 
for Deliberation and Thought; Repentance treads on the 
Heels of quick Reſolutions; pray give me leave to pauſe 

before I leap from one Extream to the other. 

He took Leave of Euſebius, and poſted to Town, and 
with the ſame Speed to his Ruin. For here Prodigality 
began his Misfortune, and ill Counſel compleated it. He 
ſubpœna'd a ꝓuncto of deſperate Debauchees to his Lodg- 
ings; he open'd the State of his Concerns, and the Advice 
of Euſebius. But he might as well have flown for Sanc- 
K4- | tuary 


oo 


$04 The GrNITLEMAN Iſtructed. 


tuary into a Den of Aſaſſins, or ſecur'd his Purſe in the 
Hands of a Highwayman, or legrn'd the Way to Para- 
diſe from the Devil himſelf, as expect wholſome Advice 
from thoſe who follow the worſt, and place Intereſt be- 
fore Conſcience. "Theſe Harpies had given a helping 
Hand to the Gentleman's Misfortune, and thruſt him 
bl:ndfold upon the Brink of the Precipice. They gain'd 
by his Loſſes, and drain'd his Purſe at Play to fill their 
own; ſo that to counſel! Parſimony, was to plead againſt 
themſelves, and dam up the Channel that ſupplied their 


Debaucheries with Nouriſhment. 


What Wonder therefore their Advice was as contrary 
to Euſebius's, as their Deſigns? Deſperate Remedies, ſay 
they, are only to be apply'd in deſperate Diſeaſes. Who 
will lop off an Arm or a Leg for a Pimple? Or drink 
Antimony for a Tertian ? When there is no Cure, ſome- 
thing may be ventur'd ; but when there is no Danger, 
take not a Bowl of Ratihbane for a Preſervative. Your 
Eſtate, Sir, isencumber'd, but not ſpent; it runs low, 
but I ſuppoſe Merchant's Regiſters are not like enchant- 
ed Circles, when once you are in, there is no ſtepping 
gut. One lucky Chance at Dice will reſcue all, and 
make Scores even. Fortune has indeed frown'd upon 
you, ſhe will begin to ſmile. She is a Female, fond of 
Change, unaccuſtom'd to Conſtancy ; and when ſhe has 
thrown off her Spleen and Ill-nature, ſhe over- ſets a Man 
with Kindnefs and Courtſhip. 7: W. was brought to a 
ſolitary Guinea; but then good Luck veer'd about into 
the right Corner, and this fingle Piece fetch'd back twen- 
ty Thouſand ; ſo that he had never ſoar'd ſo high, had 
he not fell ſo low, nor eſcap'd his Ruin, had he not come 
ſo near it. . | | 

This Remedy was indeed more dangerous than the 
Diſeaſe, and as mortal to Eftate-diſtempers, as Poiſon to 
thoſe of the Body. However, they ſtole upon his blind 
Side; fo that he ſurrender'd not only without Reſiſtance, 


but even with Pleaſure and Tranſport. Garning was his 


predominant Paſſion, and this eaſily reconcil'd his Pa- 
late to the Preſcription ; nay, and turn'd the Medicine 
into a Regale. You have nick'd, ſaid he, the Point. 
He that cures disjointed Eftates by Recreation, and con- 
veys Health thro' Pleaſure, is a Surgeon in good earneſt. 
He falls then to Gaming ; but, alas, cogg'd Dice 1 
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too hard for good Luck; and Fortune, that turn'd tail 
before, now quite deſerted him. His Bags droop'd, and 
his Credit hung the Wings; his Money was flown, and 
though his Lands changed not their place, they went over 
to other Landlords. All his Companions, like Rats in a 
Storm, abandon'd the ſinking Veſſel, and he found himſelf 
in a Jail, before he dream'd of a Bailiff, Here this un- 
fortunate Gentleman ſees his paſt Errors, but no way 
to correct 'em. Loſt Grace may be recover'd by Tears, 


but not Eſtates. We may weep our ſelves into Heaven, 


not into a Fortune, nor out of Confinement. Hemea- 
ſures a great Length, that vaults from abundance intq 
Poverty. The fall daſhes in pieces not oniy the proſpect, 
but the very hope of a return. Nothing remains but the 


| ſenſe of the preſent Calamity, and the remembrance of a 


paſt Felicity. So that, like the damn'd, they are tor- 
mented with the Pain of Loſs, as well as with that of 


Senſe; and the Ghoft of their darling Pleaſures, revive 


meer]y to perform the Office of Executioners. But did 
theſe poor Gentlemen underſtand this obvious Piece of 
Chymiſtry, to tranſmute Neceſſity into Virtue, to bear 
with reſignation to Providence, the Misfortune, Folly, and 
Sin have drawn upon them, I would pronounce them 


happy in their Misfortune ; but, alas, they rather rage 


than repent, deplore their Reſtraint without dropping 
one Tear for their Debauches, the cauſe of it; and ſo in 
the end they ſtep from one Dungeon to a worſe, from a 
temporal Confinement, to an eternal one. This is the 
end of thoſe who receive Favours without Thankſgiving, 


and Puniſhment without Hymiliatian ; that neither praiſe 
God for his Mercies, nor pray to him under .yis Judg- 


ments. 
How Euſebius behaved himſelf to his Domeſticks. 


Tho? Euſebius retired from the Town, he intended not 
to turn Hermit, not to disband from Society and Con- 
verſation. He was no publick Enemy, like Timon to his 
Species, nor a Friend to Sourneſs and IIl- nature. He 
knew the Life of a Chriſtian might ſtand with that of a 
Gentleman ; that he might comply with all the Duties 
of Religion, without ſtepping below his Station. He 
therefore kept up an Equipage, rather genteel than great : 
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Hand, and Licentiouſneſs on the other, when diſmiſs'd, 
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it anſwer'd his Quality, and was proportion'd to his Re- 
venues. So that he neither incumber'd his Eſtate with 
unſeaſonable Expences, nor better'd it by a ſordid Par- 
fimony. He was content with his preſent Fortune, and 
neither defired to be greater, nor fear'd much to be leſs, 
For indeed he was too low for Envy, and yet too high 
for Contempt. | 
1. A 

He rather behav'd himſelf to his menial Servants like 
a Father than a Maſter ; and always treated 'em as free- 
born Subjects, not Slaves. He could not endure the Con- 
duct of thoſe Gentlemen, who ſhew leſs concern for 
a poor Domeſtick, than a Beaſt of Burthen, and let him 
live a Brute without Religion or Inſtruction, ſo he car- 
ries on their Buſineſs, and works himſelf down to ſupport 
their Riot. He was ſenſible the difference even between 
a Prince and a Peaſant lies in Fortune, not in Nature; 
that their Pretenſions in the next World are equal; and 
that even in this, a Slave in the Sight of God that practi- 
ſes Virtue, is more noble than an Emperor over- grown 
with Sin. He thought therefore himſelf obliged in Duty 
and Conſcience to take care of their Souls, as well as of 
their Bodies; to allow Inſtructions as well as Food, and 
to accompany their Wages with an Addition of good 
Counſel. 1 [oy | 


For this purpoſe he entertain'd a Chaplain, whoſe Buſi- 
neſs was only to inſtruct the Family, to inſtil the Princi- 
ples of Chriſtianity into the Hearts of his Domeſticks; 


to train them up in Virtue, withdraw 'em from Vice, and 


to bring? em into Acquaintance with their Duty; which 
is ſeldom known, and more ſeldom practiſed by this ſer- 
vile Rank of Men. What Religion are you of, ſaid a Lady 
of my Acquaintance to her Maid? Keligion, forſooth, 
anſwer'd the poor Creature, 7s for Gezxtlefolks. She 
ſuppoſed Drudgery was the End of her Creation ; that 
Expectation of future Happineſs lay out of her Way. 
And thus ſhe liv'd in Chriſtendom like a Barbarian in the 
Wilds of America, without Hope of a future Reward, or 


Fear of Puniſhment. Hence Gentlemen's Families ſerve 
too often for Nurſeries to Newgate, and the Stews. For 


their Dependants being brought up in Idleneſs on the one 
they 
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they know not where to retire: And ſo the Maids live 


Proſtitutes, and the Men die Thieves and Robbers. 
Whereas did they train up their Domeſticks in Chriſtian 
Principles, and inure them to the Practice, they would 
prove more uſeful even to the Management of their tem- 
poral Concerns, and leſs burthenſome to the State. 

For certainly a Man that has no Principle of Religion, 
has le ſs of Morality. Few People are juſt, that have no 


| Reaſon to be ſo, and many Invitations to Treachery and 


Deceit. With what Security therefore can a Maſter em- 
ploy thoſe in Bufineſs, who only change the Diſcovery 
of a T heft with the Sin, and vary the Fact, like the;La- 
cedemontians, into a Virtue? Alas, Infidelty will baffle 
Caution, and over-reaching will beat out more Plots, than 
an Argus can diſcover. Who has a Conſcience needs no 
Spies, and who has none will out-wit a hundred. 


3. | 

Euſebius would never admit a Debauchee into his Ser- 
vice. He thought no Man would be faithful to his Ma- 
ſter, who was a Traitor to his God; much leſs careful 
of another's Concerns, who was forgetful of his own. Be- 
ſides, Vice is diffuſive, and ſpreads by Commerce like the 
Plague. One wicked Perſon throws the Contagion a= 
mong a thouſand, and it's odds ſome will fake it up; 
and when once it gains upon a Family, it ſeldam ſtops, 
till the Infection becomes epidemical, and the Diſtemper 
incurable. So that he always examin'd more narrowly 
2 Servant's Behaviour than his Abilities ; and oftentimes 
a good Life atoned for unexperience. Clumſineſs, ſaid 
he, may be poliſh'd by civil Converſation, and Skill may 
be improved by Practice, but vitious Habits ſeldom wear 


off: They are too ſtubborn for Inſtruction, and Proof 
to Homily, and good Counſel. 


4. 

When he was forc'd to reprehend, he avoided Heat, 
and never flew out into Strains of Indecency. He knew 
that Anger was ungovernable and clamorous; and as 
unfit to give, as to take Advice. It drowns Reaſon by 
Noiſe and Tumult, and ſeldom gronounces a juſt Sentence, 
but when it intends an unjuſt one: It throws a Man off 
his Guard, and even below his Dignity, and betrays thoſe 
Weakneſſes we ſhould bluſh to own upon the Torture. 
Hence he uſed to fay, that a cholerick Correction was 


ſeldom 
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ſeldom well taken; that it rather irritated, than heal'd; 
and ſtruck out Reſentment, not Sorrow. Wherefore his 
Words were as mild as his Countenance; and the Sedate- 
neſs of his Geſture antwer'd the Sweetneſs of his Language. 
Nothing opprobrious paſs'd his Lips, nothing tempeſtu- 
ous, nothing unbeſeeming the Mouth of a Gentleman, 
or the Ears of a Chriſtian. In fine, his Reprimands taſted 
always ſtronger of Honey than of Gall ; and they were 
receiv'd by ſome with Repentance, by all with Patience, 
and by none with Indignation, LY 

Some Gentlemen of his Acquaintance took the liberty 
to tell him, that his Mildneſs would ſoon meet with Con- 
tempt, and his Aﬀability with Scorn; that theſe under- 
rate Mortals are as incapable to be moved by Kindneſs, - 
as to practice it; that a Cane mends more Faults in a 
Quarter, than dogmatizing in a Twelve-month ; and that 


nothing affects their Will, but what lies heavy upon their 
- Senſe. But thoſe Sparks talk juſt as they acted, and 


only diſapprov'd Exſebins's Method by commending their 
own. However, an unlucky Accident admoniſh'd one of 
theſe Cenſors of his Miſtake, and convinced him ad ho. 
minem, that Roughneſs is not always in Seaſon, and that 
Blows rather provoke, than awe an inferior, and ſooner 
ſtir up Diſobedience than Reſpect. - 1” 

By chance poor Dick reaching the Oil to his Maſter, 
Iiquor'd his Wig, and the Over-fight ſpread to the Borders 
of a new Suit a- la- mode. The poor Fellow ſuffer'd the 
Rack in the very Accident, and expired the Guilt of the 
Offence in the very Commiſſion : But the Suire, who was 
extreamiy ſmitten with Drapery,and rated the Ornaments 
of his Back, above all the Embelliſhments of. his Brain, 
broke out into all the Indecencies of Language and Ge- 
ſture. He firſt damned poor Dick to the Pit of Hell; 
then Son-of-a-whor'd him to all Intents and Purpoſes ; 
and, in fine, bedaub'd him with all the unbeſeeming 


Tropes of Billiuſgate and the Bear-garden. The very 


Knowledge of ſuch mean ſtuff miſ-beſeemsa Gentleman; 


but the ſpeaking it degrades him, recalls his Patent, and 


breaks his Eſcutcheon, Dic begg d his Pardon, but Rage 


got the aſcendant over Monſieur's Reaſon, and Fury 


would not hearken to any Articles of Accommodation. 

The Spark flew from the Table, the Oil had fired the 

Brain, and purſued Nich with a Cane in his * 9 0 
an | hahe 
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Oaths in his Mouth: The poor Wretch would have 
compounded for a Limb; but when he ſaw no way open 
for a Retreat, he fac'd about: 'The Cane had beat out all 
Reſpect, and Self-preſervation took place of Duty and 
Obedience. He returned with Uſury the Blows he had 
received. In fine, the Man maſter'd the Maſter; and 
plain Dick over-top'd Right Wor fhipſal. The Company 
ſtep'd in between ; ſome ſtared, and others rail'd, and 
all laugh'd at the Comedy. After Dinner, Euſebius took 
the Gentleman aſide, and minded Him of his Extrava- 
ance.” 
: I ſuppoſe, Sir, ſaid he, you have drop'd your for- 
mer Opinion. That an high Hand, and an imperious 
Brow, keep Servants to their Duty. The belt way to per- 
ſuade them to obey with Reſpect, is to command with 
Moderation. Judge frit of Faults before you puniſh 
them, and never ſwell a Fly into an Elephant. You muſt 
wink at ſome Offences, laugh at others, and chaſtiſe all 
with Calmneſs and Charity: Put a difference between a 
Chance and a deliberate Action. Treat not an innocent 
Over-fight, and a malicious T reaſon with the ſame Seve- 
rity : Proportion the Pain to the Fault ; and ſo when the - 


Offence is trivial, take care the Puniſhment be not exor- 


hitant. When a Servant deſerves a Cane, it's time to 
diſmiſs him ; and it's more honourable to turn him off, 
than to ſtoop to the Function of a Town Beadle. In a 
Word, Sir, remember, that to engage with an Equal is 
dangerous, with a Superior fooliſh, and with an Inferi- 
or contemptible. | | 


| „ 8 | 

Euſebius's Conduct won all his Domeſticks ; not only 
their Hands, but alſo their Hearts lay at his Devotion : 
They carry'd on his Intereſt with as much Eagernefs, as 
if they promoted their own : They reſpected him as a 
Maſter, and loved him as an indulgent Father. And 
the fear of difpleaſing him kept them more within the 
compaſs of their Duty, than the apprehenſion of Puniſh- | 
ment; and they rather delir'd to feel his Anger, than to 
deſerve it. | | ; 

6 


Swearing, and Blaſpheming are comprehenſive Vices; 


and if Cuſtom had the ſecret of Tranſmutation, like 


Chy miſts, they would challenge a place among the Vir- 
tues. 
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tues. Chriſtians who are forbid to ſwear by any thing, 


_ aſſume liberty of ſwearing by all things: One would 


think the Breach of the Precept, was the only deſign they 
aim'd at; and Diſobedience to God's Commands, their 
only Diverſion. Gentlemen, without doubt, firſt brought 


this helliſh Dialect into Faſhion, and Servants who are 
their Betters, have improv'd it. 


Great Gentlemen's Families have laid down the Lan- 
guage of their Country, to take up that of the damn'd; 
and it's hard to determine, whether thoſe Maſters, who 
permit ſuch hideous Expreſſions, are more guilty than 
thoſe who ſpeak them. | | 

Euſebius could not endure this execrable Jargon. It 
ſour'd his Blood, and made his Hearing a Burthen. A 
thouſand good Qualities in a Servant, made no Atone- 
ment, in his Opinion, for this only bad one; and though 
he pitied thoſe Failures, that ſavour'd of Weakneſs, he 
never gave quarter to blaſpheming: Others Vices, ſaid he, 
make bold with God's Commands, this out- rages his very 
Perſon; is adds Inſult to Diſobedience, and Contempt to 
Abuſe : It's a Symptom of no Religion. For who will revile 
the very Being he adores? Or rally and worſhip the ſame 
Object? And then what Reſped can a Maſter rn from 
him that turns upon his Creator, and flies in the Face of the 
Omnipotent ? In fine, continued he, they are Nuſances to 
human Nature, and deſerve: rather to be proſecuted as 
publick Enemies to our Species, than to be entertain'd as 
Domeſticks. He endeavour'd to reclaim them by Re- 
proof and Exhortation ; but when he ſaw no Amend- 
ment, he diſmiſs'd *em without delay. No Interceſſion of 


Friends, or Proſpect of Intereſt, could perſuade him to 


harbour theſe declar'd Enemies of the Almighty. They 
affront the virtuous, \debauch the unwary, and are both 
a Scandal and Grievance to the Family they live in. Re- 
bels to God ſhould be barr'd of Protection, no leſs than 
T raitors to their Prince. To receive the guilty, is to 

countenance their Crime, as really in one Caſe as in the 
other. | | 
Had Gentlemen a due regard for the Honour of God, 
id eft, were they Chriſtians in good earneſt, theſe 
wretched Liberties of their Servants would ſtop their 
Blood, and make them ſweat with a Diſguſt and Horrour 
they would diſcard theſe puny Giants who dare E. the 
Omni- 
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Omnipotent, andinvoke his Name to burleſque his Juſ- 
tice ; they would clear their Families of all theſe Rakes 
that infect the Air they breathe, and the Earth they walk 


on: That by a ſtrange Metamorphoſe, turn the Dwel- 


lings of Men into the Habitation of Devils; and the 
Torments of the damned into the Diverſion of the Living: 


For I can aflure you, Gentlemens Houſes are too of- 


ten a lively Picture of Hell; there you will fee all the 
Lewdneſs of Hell, and here all the Language of that 
curſed Region, with only this difference, that thoſe un- 
happy Creatures below blaſpheme God, of whom they 
hope no Mercy, and theſe above lampoon him, of whom 
they expect Pardon. Nay, here are Devils alſo ; not in- 
deed by Nature, but Practice, and almoſt every thing be- 
ſides Brimſtone and Deſpair. Would Gentlemen reform 
this unbeſeeming Dialect, Servants would caſt it CT; but 
when it is ſpoke in the Parlour, it's taken up in the 
Kitchen, it walks into the Stables, and ſteals into all the 
ſervile Offices of the Houſe. For Servants wear their 
Maſter's Vices, as well as their Livery, and copy their 


Actions, to purchaſe their Favour: In that, curſing, ſwear- 


ing, and indeed all Vice is degrading ; but when it gets 
into great Houſes, when Nobility abets it, and Quality 
gives it Countenance and Entertainment, it changes Com- 

lexion, and becomes modiſh and creditable. And this 
is the reaſon Imprecations and Oaths are fo far frequent 
among us; for an innocent Over- ſight, we ſend a Servant 
to the Devil, and call down upon him all the Diſeaſes, 
all the Plagues of this World, and the next. Oaths are 
us'd by all Perſons, and to compleat the Impiety on all 
Occaſions, we court and quarrel in this Language: We 
expreſs our Kindneſs and Averſion, our Joy and our Grief 


in the ſame Terms. Succeſs is waited on by Oaths, as 


well as Diſappointments; and they ſet off Temper as 
well as Paſſion. In fine, they run through all our Diſ- 


_ courſe ; they ſtand up in the room of Senſe; and one 
would think we were furniſh'd with no other Rhetorick 


or Reaſon. His Care wrought good Effects in the Fami- 

og and his Example better ; ſwearing was an unknown 

anguage, as well as Ribaldry ; and all thoſe Vices which 

hover about great Mens Palaces found no Entertainment, 

no Admittance in his. When there aroſe any Conteſt be- 

tween his Domeſticks, he took Cognizance of it 8 
2 
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and compos'd all Differences with the Equity of a Judge, 
and the Charity of a Father. No Body refus'd to ſtand 
to his Arbitration, becauſethey were ſure Partiality would 
have no Hand in the Judgment ; but that unbiaſs'd either 
by Averfion or Kindneſs, he examin'd the Cauſe without 
taking Notice of the Perſons. And indeed his Conduct 
ſpread ſuch a Reputation abroad of his Equity and Wiſ- 
dom, that his Neighbours put their Concerns in his Hands, 
and rather appeal'd to his Arbitration, than to the Law, 
that enriches indeed the Lawyer, but beggars the Plain- 
tiff; who often gains the Suit, but loſes his Eſtate. 

This Piece of Charity rais'd an unexpected Enemy, 
whoattack'd Euſebius with Might and Main. The Story 
deſerves a Relation. It will delight and inſtruct, and fo 
convey Profit through Pleaſure. 


PrHILARGYRUS's Character. 


Philargyras (for ſo I muſt chriſten the Gentleman) 
was born to a low Fortune, [ Naſcal in Yorkſhire was the 
Place of his Birth, and the Denomination jump'd with 
his Perſon. He only inherited the common Benefits of 
Mankind ; the Earth to walk on, the Air to breathe, and. 
all the Rivers of the World to drink : Being leanly pro- 
vided by Nature, he reſolv'd to ſet up for himſelf ; and 
though he wanted Materials, he was not ill-furniſh'd of 
Reſolution: He had no mind to wander, upon the Com- 
mon: Poverty ſeem'd to him unfaſhionable, Dependence 
hung eaſy, and he thought Courteſy an uncertain Re- 
venue. He had receiv'd of Nature a lively Wit, and of 
Education a weak Conſcience; he improv'd that by 
Study, and wore out this by Practice; ſo that at laſt he 
turn'd it out of Service, or left it for a Pawn with a Bro- 
ker: For Conſcience and Lawyers are not to be recon- 
ciled ; they can ſcarce be brought to lodge under the 
ſame Roof, but never to lie in the ſame Bed. Money 
was his Paſſion ; and if he could ſecure the End, he ne- 
ver bogled at the Means. He charg'd through all the 
Niceties of Morality, and ſcorn'd to ſtop at hard Names 
invented by Schoolmen, and fear'd by Fools. Honour, 
ſaid he, and Conſcience are pretty Things enough; they 
jingle upon the Ear, but not in the Pocket; they 
are Orthodox in Speculation, but Heretical in Ho 
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and Commerce. A Man that intends to thrive muſt not 
ſteer by foreign Opinion, nor ſtartle at a Set of forma 

Notions, that cramp Merit, pall the Spirits, and conhne 
Activity to a ſmall Compaſs : Theſe Principles took off 
Reſtraint, made room for vigorous Efforts, removed the 
Difhculties of Buſineſs, and pointed out a ſhort cut to Ex- 
pedition and Succeſs: For a Man that has diſcharg'd 
Conſcience, laid open the Incloſures of Good and Evil, 
thrown off the Incumbrances of Right and Wrong, and 
melted down Juſt and Unjuſt into the ſame Maſs; that 
regards Generofity as Farce and Ceremony, Piety as 
childiſh Softneſs, and Honeſty as a Check to Induſtry ; 


that haggles away his Credit for Six-pence, and his Soul 


for a Shilling, has Line enough to ſport his Net in, and 
Elbow-room more than enough for Invention. 

We mult not therefore wonder a Man thus equipp'd 
for Advancement meets with Succeſs; for Fortune and 
no Conſcience are generally on the ſame Side; and tho* 
ſometimes ſhe dotes on young, Men, ſhe often flings her 
Favours upon Reprobates. He was by Conſtitution one 
Fourth of a Raſcal, i. e. Scrivener and Solicitor ; and, 
to be Cheat all over, he commenced Attorney. So that 
this one Man poſſeſt all the ill Qualities of the Species, 
without the Allay of a good one; he was Scrivener on 
the one Side, Solicitor on the other, and Monſter in eve- 
ry Limb. | 8 
Hie had gleanꝰd up all the little Artifices of his Profeſ- 
ſion, and augmented the Number by a freſh Supply of his 
own Invention; for he was ſenſible Time and Uſe wear 
out Intrigues, as well as Cloaths; and that the Gentlemen 
of the Robe muſt recruit their Forces, no leſs than thoſe of 
the Sword; that a Legerdemain once diſcover'd, like a 
maimed Soldier, is unfit for Service. In a Word, his In- 
clinations were ungenerous, his Practice unwarrantable; 
he lay below the Paſſion of Love, and flew above that of 
Compaſſion; he broke through all the Barriers of Blood, 


through all the Regards of Honour, and Principles of 


Humanity. And indeed, what Virtue can take hold of 
a Rake, when Intereſt comes in Competition ? 

There are Lawyers of Fortune as well as Soldiers; 
and as theſe will fight on any Side for Pay, thoſe will 
plead on any for a Fee, and often on both. HBhilargyrus was 


of this Temper ; he examin'd his Chent's Purſe, before 


Kel | he 
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he enter*d into the Merits of the Cauſe, and always pro- 
nounced the Suit juſt, if the Man was wealthy; but 
where there was no Money, there was never any Title; 
Gold and Right went Hand in Hand, and Wrong perpe- 
tually waited upon Poverty. He play'd firſt his Tricks 
of Legerdemain in Town ; he wheedled People into his 
Snares, and decoy'd them into their Ruin. But Time laid 
open the Impoſture, and unmaſk'd his Artifice ; fo that 
at length, like frighted Birds, the Citizens grew wild; 
they took Wing at his very Shadow, and he could never 
come within Shot. And what wonder that Reafon ſhould 
teach Caution, as well as Inſtinct; and ill Uſage clap 
Men on their Guard, as well as Beaſt. 

He changes therefore his Camp, and wheels off into 

the Country to forage the Peaſant, as he had gull'd the 
Merchant; he is arm'd cap-a-pee with Codes and Pan- 
dects, Statutet and Reports. But in a Tan of Law, there 
was not one Grain of Juſtice; he left this in Town, to- 
gether with his Ears to ſave Expences, to inſinuate, that 
People ſhould not wonder if he was deaf to the Com- 
plaints of Widows and Orphans, ſeeing he bad loſt the 
Faculty of Hearing. 
He found the good People in a neighbourly Corre- 
ſpondence employ'd in Tillage; they had no Laue to 
think of Feuds, nor Mind to ſtart Quarrels; they carried 
on their own Buſineſs, without entering into the Concerns 
of others, and enfoy'd their own, without the troubleſome 
Thoughts of Fear or Envy. No ſooner was he ſettled 
among them, but the Scene changed. Theſe Boors began 
to talk of Law and Eucroachments; of Forfeitares and 
Fei ures; ſo that the Diſeaſe that raged in Hnatbras's 
Days ſeized upon the Clowns of Midaleſeæ and Surrey. 


M ben civil Dungeon firſt grew high, 
. Aud Men fell out, they 6-4 not why : 
When bard Words, Fealouſies, and Fears, 
Sets Folks together by the Ears. | 


The Furies ſeemed to have left Hell to haunt the 
World, and forſaken the Dammed to plague the Living. 
They tranſplanted the Gibberiſh of Meſiminſter-Hall into 
the Country. Tom and Dick laid down the How goes the 
Market, to talk of Statutes, Precedents, Reports, Writs 
Error, Reverſe of Judgment, &c. One would have 

| | thought 
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thought the Jargon of the Bar had out-lawed the Tongue 


of the Country; and fome, that the French King ſhip'd 


for England his Norman Language, to open a Paſſage for 
his Arms. There was Action upon Action: The Son 
ſued the Father for an Allowance: The Wife ſet upon 
the Huſband for a ſeparate Maintenance: One Mortga- 
ged his Tenement to recover Damages; another pleaded 


away 100 J. per Annam, to chop at hve; and in the End 


People bought Law, and Philargyrus ſwept away all their 
Money; ſo that he out-ranthe very Lawyer in the Fable; 
for this only ſupped the Oyſter, but our Attorney pocket- 
ed the very Shell into the Bargain : He ſlip'd into their 
Livings, when he had privateer'd upon their Purſe. For 
even thoſe whogain'd their Suit, loſt their Capital, to quit 
his Bill of Charges. 

It's ftrange a Chriſtian could intend ſuch Miſchief, and 
yet more, that one Pettifogger could act it. But the 
Truth is, the Lawyer was too hard for the Chriſtian ; the 
Profeſſion got the better of Religion. Beſides, tho? his 
Forekead was double gilt with Braſs, his Tongue was 
iteeped in Oil; he, was Maſter of his Words, and, what 
is more, of his Conſcience; a Flatterer in Folio, and no 


Man better ſkill'd in the Art of moving the Paſſions ; he 


could tranſmute Phlegm into Choler; and then, by a turn 
of the Tongue, harangue down the Hurrican intoa Calm; 
he had a hundred Precedents at a dead-lift, and could 
thrbw over a bad Caufe, all the Varniſh of a good one: 
Ina Word, he was an errand Lawyer, (id eſt) all Paint, 
all Plaiſter ; Honeſt without, and K nave within. 

Your Cauſe is good, ſaid he to William, give me my Fee, 
and I'll defend it, Now the poor Fellow had no more 
Right than to the Empire of China. At the Trial a Verdict 
paſſes againſt him. Mbere are we zow, Mr. Attorney, 
cries William? My Fee, anſwers Philargyrus, Pl move 
the Court in rreft of fudgment. But Sentence is confirm'd, 
and Willis Hopes fink with his Purſe, We are laſt, lays 
the poor Man. Nv? yet, anſwers Mr. Attorney, my Fee, 
and Pll bring a Fritz of Error. But here again Judg- 
ment is confirmed, and 11's condemn'd to Colts and 
Charges. Mbat mow, good Sir! ſays Milliam, with a 
doleful Accent. There ts nd more #9 be ſaid, replies Ma- 
ſter Attorney, with a Shrug, pay the K 2248 his Money, 
and I am ſ[atisficd. | 
L141 2 e 
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So Lawyers, {ef the Bear Defendant, 
And Plaintiff Dog ſhould make an end on't ; 
Do ſlave and toil with Writs of Error, 
Reverſe of Fudgments and Demurrer, 

o let em breathe a while, and then 
Hoop, and ſo ſets em on again. 


The Defendant went away with one Part of l/s 


| Livelihood, the Attorney with the other; ſo that the Law 


ſtrip'd him to the Skin, and turn'd him on the Pariſh 
without Support, and what is worſe, without Pity. 
The poor Man complain'd he was beggar'd by the Law; 
but he miſplac'd his Misfortune, and laid it at the wrong 
Door. For as a Maſs of peccant Humours makes indeed 
a Man tick, and the Phyſician kills him; fo Avarice and 
Contention embro!} an Eſtate, but the Lawyers ruin it; 
and as no Man dies of a Fever, Plague, Sc. but of the 
Doctor; fo ro Man is deprived of his Living by the Law, 
but the Lawyer. 

However, Experience has an excellent Knack at in- 
ſtructing; it poliſhes the moſt unhew'd Underſtanding, 
and inſtills Wiſdom into Fools: It often, indeed, raiſes 
upon its Chapmen at Diſcretion, and rates Prudence 
above the common Standard of the Market. Notwith- 
ſtanding the Ware keeps ſome Proportion with the Price, 
and its Goodneſs atones for the Dearneſs. The good 
People were now ſatis fied. Attornies give not their La- 
bours Gratis; that they compoſe Differences, as the Wolf 
parted the Dogs in the Fable, by devouring the Conten- 
ders, and they concluded, that Beggary from the Hands 
of an Attorney was worſe complexioned, than from thoſe 
of a Neighbour; that their 'T'ongues were as infectious as 
the Teeth of a Crocodile, Qzod dentibus laceravit nun- 
quam ſanatur ; with this only Difference, that this Ser- 
pent bites to Death, and thote ſooth, fawn, and flatter in- 
to Poverty and Indigency. „ . 

They reſolv'd therefore to compoſe their Differences, 
rather al amiable, than at the Bar, and ſtand to the Arbi- 
tration of Euſebius, than to lay their Concerns at the Mer- 
cy of Philargyrus; his Virtue gave in Security for his Up- 
rightneſs, and his Abilities qualified him for the Poſt of 
an Umpire, ſo that they were ſure his Sentence would 
not claſh with his Judgment, nor probably with . 
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He knew a Beatitude is the Reward of a Peace-maker, 
4nd embraced the Trouble of this charitable Underta- 
king, to purchaſe the Virtue, For why, ſays he, ſhall 
Charity be leſs couragious than Infereſt ? Or court Eaſe 
more than Avarice? If Men put themſelves on the 
Wheel for Money in Hand, and Hell in Reverſion; if 
they rack their Brain, and torture Conſcience, to fence 
againſt Poverty, or to rear up a petty Fortune upon the 


| Ruins of Honour and Humanity, why ſhall Chriſtians 


upon an Apprehenſion of Trouble, decline a Duty that 
is noble and generous, pleaſing to God, and glorious in 
the very Eſtimate of Men ? | 
His Houſe was always open to the Neighbourhood, 
and he was always at Leiſure to hear their Grievances, 
and ready to redreſs them; his Abode was caſy and in- 
viting ; his Behaviour without Stiffneſs, or Formality ; 
for he thought to be great was not to be ſtarch'd and ſu- 
percilious ; as he acted without Intereſt, ſo hepronounc'd 
without Favour; he regarded the Cauſe without taking 
any Notice of the Perſon : Noiſe could not biaſs him, 
nor Numbers fright him, nor Intereſt draw him into any 
Injuſtice ; he durſt appear for injured Right, notwith- 
ſtanding the Authority of the Oppoſer, and he equally 
ſcorn'd to trample upon a Beggar, and to ſneak to a 
Prince; and all were ſo prepoſſeſs'd with the Opinion of 
his Integrity, that even thoſe who loſt the Suit, rather 
blamed their Title, than his Judgment. i 
In the mean time Philargyrus was without Buſineſs; 
his Trade flagg'd, Cuſtoms fell off, and his Rents came 
in but ſlowly ; thoſe Streams that fed his Pockets were 
dammed up, or run in another Channel ; ſo that his 
good Fortune was at a ſtand: Lucre ebb'd, and Curſes 
Howed in upon him ; he raged at his Diſappointment, 
and poured out a Tun of Gall upon Euſebius, the laſt 
Retreat of Anger and Malice. For few People are un- 
ſkilful at thoſe Weapons; and he that cannot ſtab an 
Enemy with his Tongue, is fallen ſome Degrees below 
the State of Impotence. | 
Reſolutions alter'd with his Paſſion, like Waves in a 
Tempeſt ; one rouled upon the Back of another. Some- 
times he was for preferring an Action againſt him, for 
practiſing the Law without Licence; then for repreſent- 
ing him to the Government as a diſaffected Perſon, a 
— FN Facobite 
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Jacobite in Faction, and a Fanatick in Religion. Bus 
uſebius laugh'd at his Threats, and pitied his Malice, 
He pitch'd at laſt upon a perſonal Conference, as the 
moſt effectual, and leſs expenſive Way to come to Terms 
of Accommodation. And for this Reaſon he invited him- 
ſelf to Dinner. Euſebius was glad of the Occaſion; he 
Had no leſs a Deſire to diſcourſe with Philargyrus, than 
Philargyrus with him. The Lawyer had a Mind to draw 
up his Grievanccs againſt the Gentleman, and the Gen- 
tleman to catechize the Lawyer; ſo that both Parties be- 
Ing eager to ſound the Charge, what wonder they cloſed, 
and ſoon came to a hot Engagement? 


ww 


The Abuſes of ſame Lawyers laid open; and Precepts gi- 
ven how to diſcharge their Duty like Chriſtians. 


EH, perceiv'd at Table Philargyrus had a better 
— Stomach to complain, than to eat; to fall upon his 
Hoſt, than his Dinner: For when Paſſion riſes, Hunger 
falls; and Appetite ſinks, when Gall overflows. However, 
Euſebius thought the Lawyer's Sourneſs was no Prece- 
dent for Rudeneſs ; that one Man's Failures in Civilities 
could be no Juſtification of another's ; but after Dinner 
he took im into the Garden, that he might throw up 
the Oil that oppreſs'd his Stomach, and almoſt ſtop'd Re- 
ſpiration. Philargyrus took hold of the Occaſion, and 
thus addreſs'd himſelf to Euſebius. 
. Philargyras. I have often heard of your Piety and Wiſ- 
dom, but how can ] reconcile your Conduct to either ! 
Be not diſpleas'd if I defer more to my own Knowledge, 
than to Fame; thai cannot deceive, this is impoſing: 
It's but Intelligence at ſecond-hand, liable to Error in 
its Riſe, and to Miſrepreſentation in the Conveyance. 
Pray, Sir, where is Prudence, when vou embark in every 
Man's Affair, and draw into your Forum all the Feuds 
of the Hundred? You have adjourned the Courts of 
Weſtminſter-Hall into your private Family; and pro- 
nounce more Sentences from an arm'd Chair, than my 
Lord Chief Juſtice from the Bench. A Man muſt have 
a low Eſteem of Eaſe to reſign it for Trouble, without 
| : | | Neceſlity, 
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Neceſſity, Profit, or even Invitation; and a mean Judg- 
ment to proſtitute it to the Caprice of a mercurial and 
reſtleſs "Temper. | 
But beſides, Sir, I ſuppoſe you veil your Indiſcretion 
under the Cover of Charity, and diſguiſe an unquiet Hu- 
mour with the Maſk of a Virtue. But you ſhould con- 
ſider your Charity ſtands upon ſlippery Ground, and 
may fink into Injuſtice before you are aware. For Right 
and Wrong are meaſured by the Law ; by this Tenure 
we hold our.Lands, and our Lives, and all Title muſt 
ſtand or fall by the Conſtitution of the Government. 
Now the Knowledge of the Law comes not unto us by 
Inſpiration, nor is acquir'd by the ſole Dictates of Na- 
ture. For the Rules of Juſtice are ſo unlike in one Me- 
ridian to thoſe in another, that one would think Mens 
Species varied with the Climate, or the Elevation had a 
tranſmuting Quality, and could throw Things out of one 
Nature into another ; that the civil Magiſtrate minted 
Virtue and Vice, which, like Coin, paſs'd Current only 
in his own Dominions. You muſt not therefore only 
read the Magna Charta of Nature, but muſt plod over 
Reports and Statutes, Gloſſes and Comments, thumb Codes 
and Paudects, and wander through all the Labyrinths of 
Cuſtom and Precedent, This is a tedious Journey, and I 
fancy you have not been either at the Charges or 'Trou- 
ble of it. No, the Law is to you Terra incognita, an 
unknown Region. You underſtand the Language of the 
Bar, no more than that of thegreat Cham. How there- 
ſore will you come at the Senſe, and 977 a Judgment 
by the Rules of Juſtice and Equity? I fear, good vir, 
you kill ſome with Kindneſs, and pack others into Almſ- 
Houſes, or quarter them upon the Pariſh out of Charity, 
who notwithſtanding might have liv'd comfortably upon 
their own Fund, without being a Burthen to themſelves, 
or Incumbrance to their Neighbour. Whilſt you wrong 
others, by giving 'em right, when they have only a Title 
to Poverty, and the Revenues of the Baſket. I am willing 
to allow you to pronounce according to Conſcience; but 
alas, Conſcience, without Law, is at beſt but an innocent 
Miftake ; and tho” it exempts from Puniſhment in the 
next World, it expoſes your Neighbour to Beggary in 
this. So that, tho' perchance it may be no Crime, it's 
a very real Injuſtice. * ** you ſet up for a Door 
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of the Faculty, as well as for a Gentleman of the Ins af 
Court, and poſt your Recipe's about the Country, as well 
as your Verdicts? It is leſs charitable to ſet a dying Man 
upon his Legs, than an expiring Title? To cure a bro- 
ken Arm, than a disjointed Eſtate? You are ſenſible, 
I ſuppoſe, you are unqualified for the Employment; that 
you may ſend Poiſon for a Remedy, and Arſenick in 
place of a Cordial. But pray, Sir, does not your Cha- 
rity throw you into the ſame Danger? You are as great 
a Stranger to the Law, as to the. Diſpenſatory: And as 
ſlenderly read in Cook upon Litileton, as in Galen or 
 #Tippocrates, How therefore can you diſtinguiſh between 
Right and Wrong? The Law is the ſole Standard of 
both; and even this is not ſo manifeſt as to flaſh Evi- 
dence and Conviction. The Senſe ſticks not on the Sur- 
face, nor perches upon the Top of the Letter; it muſt 
be often drawn out by IIlation and Precedent; it's a 
Myſtery nothing but Study and Practice can unriddle ; 
withdraw therefore from Buſineſs, and let Controverſies 
run in their ordinary Channel : And remember Charity 
1s prepoſterous when it perſuades a good Action, by do- 
ing an ill one. | . | 
— The Gentleman expreſs'd himfelf with Heat and Em- 
Phaſis, with more Paſſion than Reaſon, and ſometimes 
tranſgreſs'd the common Rules of Decency and Breeding ; 
but he pleaded his own Cauſe, and ſo we muſt fling in 
ſome Grains of Allowance; for the moſt lazy Tongue, 
when kick'd by Intereſt, and ſpurr'd on by Paſſion, will 
run Poſt, and ſtumble in the hurry over Modeſty and Be- 
haviour. Euſebius ſaw he run too faſt to continue the 
Career ; that when he had ſhot all his Ammunition, he 
might be attack'd at greater Advantages ; and that proba- 
bly when Paſſion was talk'd down, Reaton might get the 
Aſcendant. He therefore heard his Harangue, without 
Commotion or Interpoſing; and when Philargyras had 
ended his Invective, Euſebius began his Juſtification. 
Euſebins, I perceive that the Temple and Grey's. Inn 
have declar'd me a publick Enemy to the Hog hen Moghen, 
learned in the Law ; a T raytor to the Prince, and aBe- 
trayer of the Liberty and Property of the Subject. In 
fine, guilty of all Crimes by Implications, though of none 
in Reality. You have drawn your Tongue in the Cauſe; 
you appear the firſt in the Field with your Quota, to 
8 | - prevent 


The GENTLEMAN Inſfirufted. 521 


my Attempt upon the Bar and the Bench. But your Pre- 
parations for War are no leis unſeaſonable than expen- 
ave; for Jam reſolv'd to entertain a friendly Correſpon- 
dence with your Corporation, and neither provoke nor 
truſt you. You are dangerous both Ways; your Friend- 
ſhip is as fatal as your Anger; and he who confides in 
your Fidelity, receives more Wounds, than he who de- 
ſerves your Reſentment. However, Sir, you do well to 
keep the /ozga roba Militia in Diſcipline; to skirmiſh in 
Teſt, before you engage in Earneſt. 

You would certainly be to blame did you rate my 
Qualities by the Report of Fame, for ſhe ſpeaks at Ran- 
dom, and pronounces without Judgment or Sincerity : 
She claps Vices upon, good Men, and Virtues upon 
Raſcals: She lampoons or praiſes at a venture, and adapts 
Satyr or Panegyrick to the Exigence of Intereſt, and the 
Biaſs of Faction, as you ſtand off in Caution and Reſerve 
for fear of a Surprize. T'll follow the ſame Method, 
for did I take the Size of your Morals and Religion by 
the publick Cry, I ſhould conclude you had a flender 
Proviſion of Conſcience, and none of Honour or Honeſty. 

1. You queſtion my Prudence for intruding my ſelfinto 
Buſineſs without Neceſſity or Invitation, and I your Re- 
ligion for the Cenſure. If Wiſdom perſuade me to Chri- 
ſtianity, why do I forfeit it by diſcharging the Duties 
of my Profeſſion? Now, you know, Chriſt commands 
me, not only to extend my Love to Friends, which is at 
moſt a Pagan or Few:ſh Virtue, but to my Enemies; I 


muſt return Good for Evil, and Favours for Aﬀronts. 


I muſt cloath the Naked, and drop my Alms into the 
Hands of the Indigent. I muſt reconcile Enemies, and 


bring Neighbours to a good Underſtanding ; and Chriſt. 


pays the Labour with a Beatitude, Bleſſed are the Peace- 
makers, Certainly, this Earneſt of Heaven balances the 
Labour; and who engages in Buſineſs upon ſuch a Pro- 
miſe, gives not his Pains gratis. Intereſt therefore and 
Duty invite me to Buſlineis, vig. the Precepts of Reli- 
Zion, and the Hope of Heaven, grounded upon the Pro- 
miſes of our Redeemer ; and theſe are my Commillions 
too; ſo that my Conduct is neither illegal nor fooliſh; 
For, I ſuppoſe, a Man who has Chriſt's Command, is 
armed with an unexceptionable Authority; and Fur be 
roa 


prevent the Invaſion, and all the dire Conſequences of 
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broad Seal of Heaven, is as authentick as that of the 
Realm. # 

2. You are not fatiched of my Capacity, becauſe I 
am a Stranger to the Laws. Perchance, Sir, I am more 
familiarly acquainted with them, than you ſuſpect. I 
was always of Opinion, a Smack of the Law was no leſs 
neceſſary to manage an Eſtate, than to acquire one; and 
that a Man to avoid Circumvention, muſt dive into all 
the little Artifices of the Bar, and the Myſtery of Plead- 
ing ; for whoever looks down a Precipice, is within an 
Ace of a Fall; and when the Snare lies out of Sight, it's 
beyond the Power of forecaſt to avoid it ; for this Rea- 
ſon I have. turned over the Law, and methinks it has 
ſomething of the Prophet EzekieP's River, in which a 
Lamb might walk, and an Elephant fink; a Man who 
means well, may eafily fall upon the Senſe; and who in- 
tends to play the Knave, may find a Cover for his For- 

eries. 

: But after all, an ordinary Pittance of Law, with a 
good Conſcience, rids more Suits than the Science of 
Cook with a bad one. Indeed, a Man beaten to the 
Trade, may wrangle and harangue better than one that 
is unexperienced in the Science of Chicane; he may talk 
more plauſibly, and embroider his Diſcourſe with Sta- 
tutes and Precedents. | | 

But generally this is only flouriſh Terms, and Weſt- 
minſter Cant; it raiſes a Duſt, flings a Glitter on a bad 
Cauſe, and a Gloom over a good one: It racks the Law 
and Reaſon too: It raiſes Doubts, wiredraws Suits in 
infinitum, and makes Demonſtration itſelf as two-hand- 
led as the Pagan Oracles. Whereas, would Men as ſtu- 
diouſly employ their Time to diſcover Truth, as to over- 
look it; to end Debates as to perpetuate them; Senten- 
ces would be more quick, and perchance more juſt ; at 
leaſt the Subject would ſeldom plead away his whole 
Eſtate, to maintain a Part, nor find Juſtice more expenſive 
than Extortion, and more barbarous than Violence: Nor, 
in fine, loſe the Subſtance to chop at a Shadow. | 

I claim not the Prerogative of Infallibility, like my 
Neighbours, I am liable to Miſtakes, and ſubject to 
Error; the Features of Wrong have often ſuck a Reſem- 
blatice with thoſe of Right, that there is no diſtinguiſhing 
the one from the other; and therefore I never pretend 
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my Judgment (like the Laws of the Medes and Perfians) 
is irrevocable ; thoſe who are diſſatisfied may appeal to 


| higher Powers, and ſhelter themſelves and their Concerns 
under the Protection of the Law. But, Sir, they have 


found by Experience, the Expedient is dangerous and 
chargeable; that thoſe who raiſe Suits, are not proper to 
end them; and that few engage in the Law, without 
Wounds in the Skirmiſh, and thoſe mortal too; nay, 
and by a ſtrange Sympathy, they are entailed on the Fa- 
mily; and deſcend, like chronical Diſtempers, to their 
Poſterity. 

| Philargyras. So; here is a Satyr upon the Profeſſion, 
and all that practiſe it are Cheats and Impoſtors, at leaſt 


by Conſtruction; the Words will bear an Action; and 


did I not reſpect your Perſon, I might bring you upon 
your Knees, and penance your Indiſcretion. 
Euſebius. You miſunderſtand me, and throw a guilty 
Comment upon an innocent Text. No Man hasagreater 
Value for the Profeſſion than my ſelf; it's the very Baſis 
of Government, the Support of Society and Commerce; 
it's a Science that ſtops not at airy Notions, nor ſleeps in 
Speculation and Revery; it ſets Hand to work, puts 
Bounds to Right and Mrong, protects the Clown from 
Slavery, and the Nobility from the violent Encroach- 
ments of the Multitude. It's as neceſſary for the Conſer- 
vation of Order, as Air for that of Life. Without it, 
the greateſt Empires muſt fall into a Heap of Confu- 
ſion, and the World become a Retreat to Thieves and 
Aſſaſſins. Power will determine Right, and Force juſ- 
tify Extortion and Violence; a long Sword will be Pi- 
tle, and Force will put in Poſſeſſion. _ | 
As the Profeſſion is commendable, ſo thouſands of its 
Profeſſors have been not only above Praiſe, but even 
above Calumny : Flattery could not fawn them into an 
ill Action, nor Menaces fright them from a good one; 
they were juſt in ſpite of Intereſt, and upright in ſpite 
of Temptation; they bore up againſt the Provocations 
of Greatnefs and Favour ; they durſt defend Juſtice under 
the Diſguiſe of a Beggar, and proſecute Injuſtice, though 
protected by Title and Authority. | 
Who has not heard of the great Boetius? His Probity 
out-ſhined his noble Extraction; his Juſtice gave a Luſtre 
to the Scarlet, and his Prudence dignified the very Dig- 
en nity 
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nity he poſſeſs'd; he had the Privilege to revive all Lear- 
ning, and at his Death to bury the whole Roman Gran- 
deur in his own Tomb; more glorious in his Diſgrace, 
than in the very Meridian of his Fortune, and more hap- 
py in his Miſery, than at the T op of his Proſperity. This 
brave Man was above Diſcouragement and ill Ufage, and 
not ſo much as check'd into Indifferency by Injury, or 
carefled ; he declar'd for Truth againſt Majeſty, and de- 
claimed againſt Oppreſſion in the Face of Tyranny. 
Who can ſufficiently praiſe the incomparable Sir Tho- 
mas Moor, the Glory of our Nation, and the Phoenix of 
his Age : He was the moſt able Lawyer of his Time, 
and, what is more, the beſt Man: His Virtue out-ſtretch'd 
his Knowledge, and his Conſtancy was too hard for 
Cruelty; he mounted from the Bar to the Bench, and 
carried on Virtue through all the Oppoſition of Avarice ; 
the Charms of his Honeſty were irreſiſtible ; they both 
conquered Prejudice, and captivated Envy it ſelf; and 
tho? he loſt his Life on a Scaffold, he went off with Fide- 
lity. For what could King Harry condemn but Virtue ? 
Or who could he pronounce Guilty, but the Innocent? 
A Diſgrace from him was more honourable, than a Pa- 
tent of Peerage, and to be ſtrip'd of a Dukedom, than to 
receive one. ; | 
Tho' the Intereſt of Virtue is almoſt ſunk in our dege- 
nerate Age; tho* Conſcience and Regularity have ſmall 
footing among us; yet I could fingle out ſome Gentle- 
men of the Law, whoſe Honeſty vies with the moſt up- 
right Examples of Antiquity, as well as their Science; 
and if the Ancients have any Advantage, it's only that 
they are Originals, and our Moderns Copyiſts: Theſe 
are Men that neither bend to Favour, now bow to Inte- 
reſt ; that proſecute Injuſtice in Power, and abet Juftice 
under all the Diſadvantages of Poverty and Confinement: 
They mind not the Plaintiff, but the Cauſe ; and rather 
ſtand for Right without Fee, than fide with Wrong for 
the double. | 8 | 
Vet, I confeſs, the irregular Conduct of ſome, has 
thrown a Scandal on the very Profeſſion ; and the Probity 
of many ſuffers in the Opinion of the World, for the 
mean Artifices of a few; but what Wonder if ſome Chil- 
dren of wicked Cain, mingle their Blood, and their Prac- 
tice, with the Race of Serb? A Lawyer and a Cheat are 
| | now 
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row Terms almoſt ſynonymous ; and Men that thrive 
by the Law, are ſuppoſed to live without any. Butit's 
unjuſt to ſtigmatize a whole Body, for the Failures of 
ſome Members; the Puniſhment and the Fault ſhould 
go together, and he alone ſhould bear the Reproach of a 
bad Action, that had the Face and Pleaſure of commit- 
ting it, Theſe are Men of low Fortunes, and profligate 
Manners, unable to riſe by Merit; they turn off to Over- 
reaching, and ſupply the want of worth by Tricks and 
Artifices. Such, we fay, riſe by their Wits; but it's a 
Miſtake, they live by the Proſtitution of Conſcience, and 
Sale of Probity ; here, Sir, you have my Senſe of the 
Matter; and if you pleaſe to action me, take your 
Courſe: 

Phylargyras, I perceive you will not have Men exert 
their Parts, nor employ their Talents for Lucre and Gain. 
No, they muſt ruſt in a Corner, or be lock'd up in a 
Cloſet; they muſt be laid out in the publick Service, or 
ſpent in Charities; and if a Lawyer practiſes not to a 
Letter the Doctrine of Selt-abnegation, if he caſts an Eye 
on his own Intereſt, as well as on his Neighbours; or 
has the Foreſight to lay in a Proviſion for Age and Acci- 
dent, he muſt be dubb'd a Cheat, and poſted up for a 
Fourb and Impoſtor. I confeſs I am not fo diſengaged 
from all temporal Concerns, as quite to.over-look them. 
I will oblige my Neighbour, but then I will not diſoblige 
my Reaſon; I will furniſh out Life to the beſt Advan- 
tage. A Man may live by the ſweat of his Brains, as 
well as by the Work of his Hands, and balance the Ex- 
pence of his Studies, with the Fruits of his Practice. In 
fine, Sir, I will mind my Client's Intereſt, but intend not 
to forget my own; he ſhall have Law, but muſt return 
Money for the Barter. 

Enſthims, Nay, I conceive, a Lawyer that drudges 
Gratis, will be overlaid with Cuſtom, though ſcant of 
Money ; and if he ſets out with a low Fortune, he will 
not fall upon a higher in his Journey; for, as the World 
goes, Generoſity and good Nature are no thriving Embel- 
liſhments ; and when one leaves the Payment of an Obli- 
cation to the Diſcretion of the Receiver, the Acknow- 
ledgment ſeldom riſes in Proportion of the Favour. But 
you miſ-conceive my Meaning : I am not for throwing 
all the Labour upon the Lawyer, and all the Profit upon 

the 
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the Client. No, let him keep within the Bounds of Ho-- 
neſty, and I have no Exceptions againſt him; a Setter 
of Meum and Traum deſerves a Salary, as well as a Setter 
of Bones: But, as I would not have a Surgeon make 
Wounds for the Gain of curing em; nor a Doctor poi- 
{ona Patient to force upon him an Amulet; ſo a Gentle- 
man of the Bar ſhould not ſet People together by the Ears, 
to be paid for the parting them. . 

Philargyrus, That is, when two commence a Suit, we 
mult compoſe the difference a  aimable, and rather run to 
Arbitration than the Law. Indeed our Trade would go 
on at a ſtrange Rate were Umpires in Faſhion, Cargo 
would not pay the Voyage. 

Euſebius. Suppoſe ſuch a Project were put in Executi- 
on, where is the Harm ? Tho' you might need leſs Law, 
you would practiſe more Goſpel; and if the Lawyer loſt, 
the Chriſtian would gain by the Expedient. Your Vails 
might be ſlender, however they would be juſt; and I 
think a Crown with Innocence, is more valuable than a 
Pound with a Crime; but beſides, you would ſtill find 
Fools enough to impoſe upon, for the World is ſtock'd 
with Neck or Nothing; with Men that will make over by 
Retail an Eſtate of a thouſand Pound per Aunum, to a 
Lawyer, in Expectation of being pleaded into another of 
two Hundred. SH 

Philargyrus. You will have us keep within the Bounds 
of Juſtice, you caution us againſt Injuſtice, explain the 
Jargon; for I fear our Notions diſagree, and that my 
Idea is more indulgent, and of greater Latitude than 
yours. I believe, according to your Scheme, a Man 
muſt make the leaſt of his Parts to be honeſt, and play 
the good-natur'd Fool to be a Saint in your Calendar: 
But to be free with you, I intend to fell my Pains by Inch 
of Candle. I'll not venture one fingle Pulſe but upon 
good Security, and high Intereſt; and if 1 can get Ten 
in the Hundred, why ſhall I refuſe the Offer? Injuftice 
is a Chimera when both Sides agree. Able Lawyers are 
now as ſcarce as Corn was the laſt Lear: Why then 
ſhall they not tax their Labour at Diſcretion, and raiſe 
the Market as well as Farmers? 

Euſebias. I fear indeed our Notions of Juſtice are 1s 
wide as our Practice; Lawyers are no ſtraight· lac'd Ca ſuiſts 
in their own Concerns; they ſteer by the old 1 
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cal Principle, Nothing is unjuſt that is profitable. But tho 
theſe Maxims have Practice for their Warrant, they have 
neither Reaſon nor the Goſpel; and without this Sup- 
port, the moſt eſtabliſh'd Cuſtom is only Vice trium- 
phant. Now, if you pleaſe, I will deliver my Judgment 
upon the Matter. | | 
3 - 

It's certain Law-ſuits are warrantable meerly by Ac- 
cident: Two cannot have Right to the ſame Thing; but 
becauſe the Title is uncertain, the contending Parties may 


appeal to the Law, and mult acquieſce to the Judgment 
of the Court. | 13-36 


8 1 

Hence it's clear, when Right ſtands evidently for one 
ſide, a Lawyer cannot plead for the other; if he does, 
he ſtands no leſs guilty of Injuſtice, than if he help a Pad 
to take a Purſe upon the Highway. Indeed his Crime 
appears more genteel in the Eyes of Men, but in the Sight 
of God it's ten Times more monſtrous; for he abuſes a 
Virtue to practiſe a Vice; and endeavours to ruin In- 
nocence by the Law, that was enacted to protect it; 
he turns the Sanctuary into a Butchery, and ſtabs Juſtice 
at the Foot of her own Altar. 


2 
When ſolid Reaſons ſupport both Sides, Right lies in 
the dark, and therefore you may plead for either, but 
not for both; for which Party ſoever has Right, you are 
ſure to be in the Wrong: T'wo can have no Title, in 
ſolidum, to the ſame thing. Indeed, to take with both 
Hands is a preſent Remedy againſt an empty Pocket, but 
a Poiſon to the Conſcience: For double Fees oppreſs the 
Stomach; nor is there any Cure but a Vomit, that is, 
Reſtitution. Such Men are Nuſances to Society; and 
for my Part Jam of the Satyr's Opinion in the Fable, 
that it's dangerous to truſt one ght blows hot and cold; 
nor would ! have any more to do with him, than with 
an Italian Bravo, who will diſpatch my Enemy for a 
Crown, and my ſelf for a couple. Thoſe old [ſraelites 
that halted between Bell and the true God, were nei- 
ther ſtaunch Jews, nor thorough-pac'd Gewtiles, but a 
Compound of two Species united in one Monſter. What 
are our Fack-of-both fide Gentlemen, but an Off- ſpring 
of the ſame Race? They plead for Juſtice on the _ 
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fide of the Mouth, and againſt it on the other; protect 
it, and proſecute it in the ſame Moment, and ſo cheat 
both Clients and themſelves into the Bargain: Whoſo- 
ever buys either Wealth or Honour at the Price of a 
Crime, over purchaſes. Tell me not, There muſt be n 
tnterferiag between Buſineſs and Religion, that if the Pul- 
pit will not agree with the Bar, we muſt thrive in the 
Horld, and make the moſt of Labour. I am apt to be- 
lieve thoſe unchriſtian Principles have made the very 
Laws a greater Grievance, than thoſe that break them; 
that they have heaved ſome into fair Livings, and others 
out of them ; and that they permit not Conſcience to grow 
too hard for Intereſt: But however, Sir, if the Bar be 
at Variance with the Bible, whatever you gain in Hand, 
will bear no Proportion with what you muſt expect in 
Reverſion. For I cannot think that he makes the moſt 
of his Parts, who writes and pleads himſelf into ten 
thouſand Pounds per Annam, for ſome Years, and into 
inconceivable Torments for an Eternity. But you muſt 
thrive in the World! In God's Name, provided the 
Means be handſome, neither unjuſt before God, nor ſcan- 
dalous in the Sight of Men ; -but let me tell you, he who 
reſolves to riſe is already within an Ace of being a Cheat; 
it's ten to one he never formalizes upon the Means ; when 
Covetouſneſs has got the Reins, there is no holding it in 
with Notions. | 


| 4+ | | 
You muſt not draw out Law-ſuits in Sæcula Sæculorum, 
nor ſtretch them in Lengths, till a poor Client loſes both 
Patience and Money ; this is to join Murder to Robbe- 
ry; to take a Man's Purſe with one Hand, and his Life 
with the other; it's a Medley of Cruelty and Injuſtice; 
firſt put me upon the Rack, between Hope and Fear, 
and then force me to pay the Executioner for my Tor- 
ment. A Suit now runs for Life, and oftentimes deſcends. 
down to the fourth Generation, So that the Law is a La- 
byrinth; when once you are engaged, there is no Retreat; 
if you are ſtrait- handed, the Lawyer becomes reſty, he 
will not ſtir, and, like an ignis fatuus, he leaves you in the 
Mire; if you fee him high, and rain down upon him 
plentiful Showers of Guineas, he ſpins out the Cauſe to 
drein your Pocket; ſo that he either does too much, or 
too little, and perpetuates Diſputes no leſs by being a= 
| we 
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well fee'd, than ill: Every one complains of the Grie- 
vance; however, it goes on, and like to continue till 
our Benchers have either qzze:zzs eff, and More's Utopian 
Gentlemen are call'd to the Bar, and the Bench, in their 


Leather-Breeches. 


| e 

There muſt be no croſs- biting Evidences, nor fighting; 
no laughing, no queſtioning them out of Truth and their 
Senſes; to baffle a true Evidence is no leſs unjuſt, than 
to countenance Perjury. This is reported to have been 
ſaid at the Bar, but by no means on the Bench. Well, 
ood Man Leather-Breeches (ſaid once a grave Judge from 
the Bench) what have yon for Swearing? He ſuppoſed a 
Peal of Laughter might diſmount the Clown, ruffle his 
Memory, and make him trip in his Diſpoſition ; but he 
miſtook his Man, and met with his Match; the Fellow 
was too ſturdy to be ſcared by Furs or Scarlet ; or to 
flinch for a Sarcaſm. My Lord, had you no more for Lywg, 
replied he, zhan I for Swearing, you might have wore 


Leather- Breechesſtill. Now a Man, who upon ſo ſolemn 


an Occaſion dares affront a legal Witneſs, will certainly 
at a dead-lift ſuborn a falſe one; and though his Deſign 
miſcarried, his Malice was at full Swarth. I know we 
are pleaſed to call this unhandſome dealing with, but 
Names make; no Alteration in Things. The Sctipture 
terms it cheating, and we mult rather appeal to its Ver- 
dict, than to Cuſtom, or Calapine. Quevedo tells us, 
that at the Sound of the Trumpet to Judgment, an At- 
torney would have demurr'd, upon pretence he had got a 
Soul was none of his own, and that his Body and Soul 
were not Fellows. I believe ſome Lawyers will have more 
Conſcience in the next World, than they have in this; 
and, at the Day of Account wiſh, that they had made 
over their Souls to their Legatees, as well as their Eſtates ; 
but they'll not dare to pretend their Souls and Bodies are 
not Fellows; for, alas, they have gone halves in the 
Crime, as well as the Pleaſure and Profit, and, by con- 
ſequence; muſt ſhare in the Puniſhment. 

A Man that will thrive, eaſily ſlides into an Injuſtice; 
but then jt's almoſt as hard to recover, as to return from 
Hell: For Injuſtice ſeems to be one of thoſe Crimes that 
ate neither forgiven in this World, nor in the next. In- 
deed a Man may repent, 54 the Conditions are fo hard, 
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ſo mortifying, that not one of a thouſand will fign them. 
For, in fine, an Injuſtice is not pardon'd without a full. 
Reſtitution, and Reparation of Damages; and theſe run 
often as high as the Lawyer's Gains; notwithſtanding, 
tho* you have raked together ten thouſand Pounds per 
Aunum, by defending unjuſt Suits, and ſtretching out juſt 
ones; by baffling true Evidences, or bribing Knights of 
the Poſt, you mult diſgorge and fall into your own firſt 
Poverty, as naked of Support as when you firſt. ſet out. 
Now, is it not againſt the Grain to expoſe your Reputa- 
tion to Cenſure and Obloquy, to ſhrink in your Figure, 
and to fink into nothing? However, theſe bitter Pills 
muſt down, unleſs you can reſolve to welter in Fire and 
Brimſtone eternally. It's hard, I confeſs, to fling up a 
fair Eſtate; yet better, than to fling up all Title to Hea- 
ven, and to entail upon you God's Curſe in this World, 
and his Vengeance in the other. | 
No Man in his Wits would purchaſe an Eſtate. for his 
Child at the Expence of his Life; why then will he at 
the Price of his Soul? Is this ſo contemptible, and that 
of ſo ſuperlative a Value? One muſt have a faint Idea 
of future Puniſnments and Rewards, thus to miſplace his 
Judgment and Eſteem ; he muſt ſuppoſe his Soul vaniſhes 
into nothing, when his Body falls inte Duſt; that the 
River of Phlegetbon is as real and tormenting as the Lake 
of Brimſtone, and that the Pains of the Devils and dam- 
ned, as romantick as thoſe of Zytius and Syſiphus: In 
fine, at moſt, that Heaven is no more pleaſing than Spring- 
Garden, nor Hell no more tormenting than Newg ate or 
the Compter. | | 
Now the beſt Method to avoid this Difficulty is to 
avoid the Sin; it's ten times. more eaſy to abſtain from 
Rapine, than to repent of it. It's not hard to keep within 
the Bounds of Juſtice, if Avarice get not the Aſcendant; 
but if this Vice runs away with our Heart, we ſtop at 
nothing. Strong Deſires are ſtrong Temptations to ule 
ill Means; in the hurry of Paſſion, Conſcience is ſeldom 
heard; he that is bent upon a thing will have it right 0! 
wrong. 8 
Nor will. this Reſervedneſs baulk your Fortune: A 
Lawyer that has the Reputation of an honeſt Man, will 
always find Employment. For who will not rather put 
his Concerns in the Hands of one who makes a Conſe 
= = ence 
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ence of over- reaching a Client, than lay himſelf at the 
Mercy of a Knave? Honeſty is eſteem'd by all, tho? few 

o to the Price of the Purchaſe, and even thoſe who 
practice it the leaſt, are moſt eager Pretenders to it. In- 
deed your Fortune will not riſe ſo faſt; but then the Edi- 
fice will be more firm and laſting: Thoſe Buildings that 
riſe on a ſudden, fall in a Moment; like precipitated 
Births, they are never long; lived, and generally bury the 
Builder under the Ruins. Gain never reliſhes better than 


when it's juſt, and Advantage is almoſt doubled by being 


lawful. Pray, Sir, be not diſpleaſed at my Freedom; 
ſuch plain Dealing is neceſſary tg recover Juſtice, and 
diſarm its Enemy. LI expoſe the Practice to reform the 
Man. I may perchance draw upon me the Anger of 
ſome guilty Benchers, and expoſe my Perſon to Calum- 
ny and Diſcountenance; but I ſhall only pity their Blind- 
nels, and deſpiſe their Malice; for fear not to croſs upon 
a Vice tho? never ſo prevailing, nor to oppoſe a Grievance 
tho” back'd by Number, and ſupported by Preſcription. 
I will pleaſe no Man to his Diſadvantage, nor hx him in 
an Error by a Complement; nor careſs him out of his 
Duty and Happineſs. + | 
 Philargyrus ſtood upon Thorns, and heard the Dit- 
courſe with a thouſand Grimaces ; he was Proof to home- 
ly and good Counſel, by a Kind of Antiperiſtaſis, har- 
dened in Ill; you might as well have preach'd an Æthio- 
pian into a M bite, as this Attorney into an honeſt Chri- 
ſtan. Ill Habits hung not looſe upon him, but twiſted 
themſelves with his Nature; they ſunk into his very Soul; 
and debauch'd him in Practice and Principle to. 
Look ye, Sir, ſaid he to Euſebius, you have regaled 
me with Cant, with Flouriſhes; and a glut of Caſuiſtry; 
but I will not be beaten out of my Road by hard Words, 
Univerſity-Jargon, and ſtrain'd Speculations. I live by 
the Law, not by Caſuiſtry; and that ſtands upon Prece- 
dent, not Reaſon: How many brave Gentlemen have 
beat great Eſtates out of the Law, by the Force of Me- 
fit and Induſtry, and plead Coronets on their Coaches, 
and themſelves into the Houſe of Peers! They work'd on 
the ſame Materials I do; fteered by the ſame Compals; 
and were governed by the ſame Principle: Yet, where 
are theſe Reſtitutions! Believe me, Sir, your Doctrine 


| 's not calculated for our Elevation or Age, Preicription 
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runs againſt ſuch out-dated Practices, and that is Law * 
A Man that will part with an Eſtate, deſerves none; and 
he that returns a Lordſhip out of "Tendernefs of Conſci- 
ence, reſigns his Wits in the Bargain, Pray let us not 
mterfere ; keep your Eſtate, and ſuffer me to glean up a 
handſome Livelihood. Conſcience will not interpoſe be- 
tween me and Profit; Wealth brings Eaſe, and Poverty 
hangs a Man upon the Tenters. 

When Philargyrus was gone, Euſebius returned to him- 
felf; the parting Complement of the Lawyer had almoſt 
ſcared him into a Trance: He was at a ſtand to deter- 
mine whether he was above ground .or under, in Hel! 
among the Damned, or in England among the Living. 
Such Stroaks of Libertiniſm fat on every Tittle of his 
Diſcourſe; ſuch Sallies of Atheiſm, that one would have 
thought the Man had trick'd himſelf not only out of Re- 
ligion, but out of human Nature; there was no Start of 
Paſſion, no ſudden Surprize to diſcompoſe him, he ſpoke 
under cool Blood, under Thought and Reflection; all 
theſe Circumſtances enflame the Guilt, and ſwell the 
Reckoning: This Farewel damp'd Euſebius, and brought 
into his Mind thoſe uncomfortable Words of our Bleſſed 
Saviour, Many are called, but few are choſen. To what 
Height of Madneſs, ſaid Euſebius, does Avarice puſſi 
Men, when once it has got the Maſtery of Conſcience? 
To pawn ones Soul for a Fee, and Heaven for a double 
one: Is it not Frenzy to Exceſs; and Lunacy beyond Ex- 
preſſion? All the Mad-houſes in the Nation are unable 
to furniſh ſuch Inſtances of Folly ; ſuch Strains of Di- 
ſtraction and Stupidity. Did Men believe no future 
State, I conceive they might make the moſt of this ; they 
might forage upon their Neighbour's Land, and cruize 
upon their Purſes, and ſtore their Magazines with Plunder 
and Rapine. But to believe the Doctrine of Chriſt, and 
to act by that of Hobbs; to own a Hell, and ſweat to 
feel it, is extraordinary and ſurpriſing. Let my Soul be 
rather with the old Philoſophers, than with thoſe of our. 
modern Lawyers; perchance they might have had leſs 
Faith, but I am ſure they had more Honeſty ; and if their 
Religion was worſe, their Practice was better. 


DIA. 


7 
1 
5 
0 


DIALOGUE IV. 


How Euſebius bebaved himſelf towards his Neighbonrs, 


T'H O' Euſebius lived in Retreat, he had not forſworn 
Company, nor diſbanded from Society. Piety is nei- 


ther ſullen nor ſolitary ; it cares not indeed to be crowded 


with Viſitors, nor always to be tied up to Ceremonies, to 
be peſtered with Flies, nor tormented with Flatterers ; 
yet it's never behind-hand in paying thoſe Duties Civility 
requires, and Decency calls for: He liv'd in a neigh- 
bourly Correſpondence with all the Gentry, and received 
and returned both Viſits and Invitations: His Temper 
was too ſerious to be affected by the younger Fry, that 


place Mirth in Noiſe, and Diverſion in Extravagances; 


that meaſure a Welcome, not by the Bottle, but the Gal- 
lon; and ſuppoſe they are not treated like Men, unleſs 
they are drunk down to the Beaſt ; but if thoſe Sparks 
had ſmall Inclination to his Company, he had lets to 
{heirs, and rather kept his Time and Liberty to himſelf, 
than fling them away upon ſuch inſignificant Trifles ; he 
neither could mend their Morals, nor endure their Follies ; 
however, he diſtinguiſhed their Quality from their Vices 
and tho? upon Occaſion he laſh'd zheſe, he always treated 
their Perſons with Regard. Nay, he ſo timed his Repre- 
nenſions, that they rather ſeemed to fall in by Hazard, 
than defigning ; and tho? he ſpoke in Jeſt, he inſtructed 
in Earneſt. In fine, he rather glanced at their Faults by 
ſhort ſanuendo's, than attack'd them in Form, and en- 
deavour'd to raiſe a Bluſh, not their Anger; for he knew 


that Choler cramps Reaſon, and, when this flies off the 


Hinges, a Man is no more fit to receive good Counſel 

than a Tempeſt. | 
For this Reaſon he uſed to ſay, Prodigals'muſt rather 
be reclaimed by Surprize than Force, by Kindneſs than 
Reproach : They will follow, but not drive; they en- 
dure a Remedy if applied with a gentle Hand, but then 
they ince if you gall them; like that of Children, their 
Phyſick muſt be palatable ; the Pills will not down un- 
leſs they are gilt; he therefore diſapproved thoſe hot- 
headed Zealots, who give Vice no tolerable Quarter; 
| M m 3 | they 
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they treat it with the ſame Freedom inScarlet, as in Lin- 
ſey-woolſey, and catechiſe a Lord with no more Cere- 
mony than a Peaſant: But they take falſe Meaſures; 
great Men mult be compl;mented into their Duty, as 
well as out of it. Civility works more kindly upon 'em 
than Rudeneſls, 5 5 
Though the young Sparks kept aloof from Euſebiut, 
the more ſober coveted his Acquaintance; he was grave, 
yet he had nothing ſtarch'd, nothing ſtiff; his Converſa- 
tion was eaſy, and he always modelled his Diſcourſe to 
the Time and Company ; he hated thoſe old Fops who 
ow for Submiſſion upon the Younger, with a ftately 
ean and reſerved Air; and ſuppoſe Age and Grey-hairs 
give them a juſt Title to Reſpect. This is, ſaid he, to 
tax Converſation, and to put the Company under Con- 
tribution for Defence and Regard; it renders the Preten- 
der cheap, and Society a Nuſance. In fine, he never 
_ declined any juſt Condeſcenſion, and would rather ſtretch 
Complaiſance a Point, than ſcrew up his Gravity to Re- 
ſervedneſs or Importunity. | „ 
He was a declared Enemy to Prodigality and Nearneſs, 
he proportion'd his Expences, as I have ſaid, to his In- 
come; he never ſpared Money when Occaſions required 
it; nor flung it away mal 2 propo, to pleaſe a Frolick ; 
he thought both Extreams equally vicious, that a ſordid 
Parſimony was ungenteel, and Profuſeneſs fooliſh. When 
he treated his Friends, he affected Neatneſs rather than 
Grandeur, and rather fought to gratify the Taſte with 
Delicacies, than the Eye with Variety; for Feaſts are to 
entertain the Palate, not Curioſity, In drinking he fol- 
lowed Aſuerusꝭs Orders, Vinum quoque ut magnificentia 
Regia dignum erat, abundaus & præcipuum ponebatur, 
nec erat qui nulentes cogeret ad bibendum ſed ſicut Rex 
flatuerat præponens menſis ſingulos de Principibus ſuis, ui 
ſumeret unuſquiſque quod vellet; he thought it no leſs un- 
civil to preſs his Gueſts to drink, than to ſtint them, and 
could not endure an Engliſh Principle, that Cuſtom has 
| naturalized, and Intemperance has made free Denizon of 
the Country. A Man thinks himſelf welcome by halves, 
that is not quite drowned in a Barrel, and ill uſed till his 
Body be turned into a Hogſhead, and his Head into a 


This | 
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This Conduct, fo contrary to the eftabliſh'd Laws of 


Eng liſh Hoſpitality, diſpleaſed ſome; and a Gentleman 


took once the Freedom to inform him, that he lay under 
2 diſadvantageous Character for his Frugality. Sir, ſaid 
he, I doubt not of your Generoſity, but People unac- 
quainted with your Temper impeach you with Avarice 
2 fingle Bottle will not waſh off the Aſperſion; you muſt 
marſhal em upon the Table by Dozens: We love to look 
our Enemies in the Face, and muſt be carried from the 
Table, as well as from the Breach; for we drink as well 
as fight, like Men, and all your French Ragouſts are 
unpalatable, unleſs high-ſeaſon'd with Burgundy and 
Claret, When the Ladies retire, adjourn to a Bye-room, 
and be ſure to march at the Head of the Brigade, and 
lead it upon the Attack : Let your Proviſions anſwer the 
Number of the Aflailants; an Exgliſpman can cope 
with as many Bottles of French Wine, as Frenchmen ; 
and you know one to ſix is an Over-match: Thus, Sir, 
you'll retrieve your Honour, and recover your Reputati- 

on from the Imputation of Stingineſs, and ungenteel Slur 

of Parſimony. 5 


This Gentleman had a real Eſteem for Euſebius, but 
none for his Practice; he bore an Office, and poſleſs'd a 
fair Eſtate in the Country. He was a good Companion 
at the Pot, and an Adorer of the Pipe: He laugh'd at 
thoſe -who placed Glory in Wounds and broken Legs, 
and run their Heads againſt Baſtions and Half-moons for 
a Place in the London Gazette, or the Poſt- Boy; he would 
not venture one ſingle Pulſe for the taking Liſie or Tour- 
zay, nor fling his Money upon Doctors and Surgeons, 
much leſs be carried, like a Calf, from tne Attack to 
his Tent, or his Grave: No, ſaid he, I came not into 
the World to be cannonaded, or bagonetted out of it ; 
I will nurſe up Life to the Extent of Nature, and leave 
it in my Bed, not in a Ditch. | | 

However, tho' the Deputy-Lieutenant had no Inclina- 
tion for Camp-glory, he was ambitious of Fame; but 
then he reſolved to fetch it rather from the Cellar, than 
the Field; and indeed, he was a kind of Flagman, a 
/ice- Admiral, in all thoſe Expeditions of Good-fellowſhip; 
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ſo beaten to the Trade, that no Body durſt contend for : 
the Command. So that, though by Commiſſion he was 
only Deputy-Lieutenant, his topping Embelliſhments en- 
titled him to the Lieutenancy of the Country. I have 
ſeen Right Worſhipful knock down half a Dozen under 
the Table in a trice, and then he will clap and crow 
like a Game-cock. Nay, he ſwore he deſerv'd a publick 
Complement for the Exploit, as well as our great Duke 
for his Blangy; becauſe he ſlew more with his own Hand, 
and loſt fewer than this mighty General ; nay, and kept 
the Field into the Bargain. A Friend defired him not 
to proſtitute his Quality and Commiſſion to Scorn and 
Obloquy, by ſo mean, ſo unmanly a Vice; but he an- 
ſwer'd, thoſe lie under a great Miſtake, that mark'd it 
with Unmannerlineſs. We drink like Beaſts, ſaid he, 
when we drink leaſt, but like Men when we drink till 
we can neither go nor ſtand, „%% 


Euſebius was ſtruck at his quaint Harangue, and more 
at his Principles: He thought Caution it ſelf might ſome- 
times be overſeen, and Sobriety trepanned by Company 
into Intemperance; but to gage Breeding by the Barrel, 
to turn Drinking into an Employment, and the Infamy of 
Drunkenneſs into a Perfection of human Nature was ex- 
traordinary ; he thank'd the Gentleman for his Advice, 
but defired leave to follow his own Method, till he had 
offered ſome better Reaſon to change it. 

For, Sir, ſaid he, you perſuade me to reſcue my 
Honour from the Imputation of a pretended Vice, by 
committing a real one. You provoke me by the Motives 
- of Glory, to Actions that degradea good Man, and force 
an ill one even to bluſh. You miſapply the Notions of 
Honour and Infamy ; you blame and praiſe in the wrong 
Place and thus you pronounce Monſtrouſneſs to be Pro- 
POS and the Blemiſhes of Mankind to make up its 
Beauties. I lie, you fay, under the Aſperſion of Ava- 
rice; and nothing will remove the Calumfy, unleſs I 
drown my Gueſts in Claret and Canary. I confeſs, the 
Remedy ſeems ten times worſe than the Diſeaſe; I would 
rather be pointed at for a Miſer, than be condemned 
for a Draunkard; that Vice indeed is uncreditable, but 
this is Brutal; that makes an ill Man, but this _ 
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kim out of his Species, and turns him into a Beaſt; nay, 
lays him below the vileſt; for he is a Beaſt of Man's 
Creation, and by conſequence more monſtrous than the 
loweſt Part of God's, or rather he is a reaſonable Beaſt, 
and irrational Man. 
What a noble Spectacle muſt it be to ſee a Club of 
Gentlemen of Figure and Quality metamorphoſed into 
Bethlems, and their Palaces into Mad-houſes ; to ſee *em 
play the Ape and the Swine, and run out into Lengths of 
Folly and Extravagance? No doubt, it's an honourable 
Employment for a Maſter to play the Mimick and Scara- 
mouch before his Men, to entertain them with Farce 
Gratts, and to fling a merry Interlude into their Salary ; 
to out-do the Roman Bacchanals in Diſtractions, and to 
ſtrain Jollitry, not into annual, (for once a Year a wiſe 
Man may have leave to be mad) but into a daily 
Madneſs. 1 | 7 
| Good God! What a Scene did J once behold at Sir 
B—#F—'s! It gave me ſuch a Surfeit of Wine, that 
for a Twelve- month the very ſight of a Bottle caſt me 
into a Sweat and Agony. I began almoſt to believe 
that Pythagoras's T ranimigration was rather a Truth, 
than Allegory or Fable; for in the Space of an Hour 
a dozen Gentlemen commenced Beaſts, and all of dif- 
ferent Species; there were Apes, Bears, Lyons, and Fack- 
calls: Some roar'd, others yelp*d, and others howl'd. In 
one Corner there was making Quarrels, in another 
Love; here they ſung, there they blaſphemed ; they 
kiſs'd in one Place, and box'd in another: In fine, there 
was a Medley of Farce and Tragedy, of Folly and Mad- 
neſs, a Subject for Laughter and Fears; but when they 
began to return Home, they play'd all at croſs Queſtions, 
the Poſtilion crept behind the Coach, the Coach-man in- 
to it, and the Maſter into the Box: For Wine is a Level- 
ler, it either raiſes the Man to the Maſter, or throws 
down the Maſter to the Man. When Reaſon ſleeps, 
Extravagance breaks looſe ; Quality and Peaſantry pig 
together; there is no difference between a Lord and a 
Lacquey, but that he is more to blame; in a Word, they 
were in no Condition for a Journey; ſo that the Gentle- 
men were conveyed into Beds, and the Equipage camp'd 


in the Curr. 
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Well, Sir! reply'd the Deputy-Lieutenant, Over- 
fights will happen, but Good-fellowſhip muſt go on, and 
a nEighbourly Correſpondence be improved. 

As much Good-fellowſhip, ſaid Euſebius, and Kind- 
neſs as you pleaſe, provided you fluſh right Notions, and 
frame an Idea of both by the Rule of Reaſon, not of Cu- 
ſtom; but I cannot perſuade my ſelf, the Laws of Good- 
fellowſhip command me to drink away my Health and 
my Wits for a Frolick : Health is no Nuſance, nor Rea- 
- ſon a Burthen. If you had a fancy to a Cup of Poiſon, 
does the Ceremony of Good-fellowſhip order me to 
pledge you in the ſame Liquor? Now over-drinking 
turns the beſt Ale in the Nation, and the beſt Wines in - 
France into Poiſon. Indeed, they diſpatch not by ſudden 
Aſſault, as Ratsbane or Arſenick, but by Mine and 
Siege; however, their Operation is ſure, and though their 
Malignity be flow, it's mortal. 

Nor can I think any Principle of Friendſhip obliges me 
to help a Man to deſtroy his Eſtate, to ſink his Family 
into Beggary, his Perſon into Contempt, and his Body 
into Diſeaſes: Now your Kindneſs wades further into 
Miſchief; I muſt doſe his Reaſon, and ſtab his Soul, 
nay, and my own too. No Man certainly dares own 
this for Kindneſs, who is not actually drunk. Beſides, 
you may as well entertain Heat with Cold, as Friendſhip 
with Drinking. Alas, good Sir, when Wine flies into 
the Head, Glaſſes fly about the Ears; for when once 
Reaſon is drowned, Paſſion always ſwims on the Surface ; 
moſt of thoſe Quarrels that end in Blood, begin in Wine; 
Jollitry drunk too high, degenerates into Fury. 

But, beſides, Drunkenneſs is a Sin, and of a very black 
Dye; it's one of thoſe that ſhuts Heaven's Gate, and 
opens that of Hell to the Offender. Now, tho? it wete 
as genteel as it's clowniſh, that very Conſideration ſhould 
fright thoſe from the Practice, that bound not their Hope 
or Fear with Sight and Sexſe; Kindneſs and Good-fellow- 
ſhip muſt not take Place of our eternal Welfare, nor Ce- 
remony. of our Duty. If therefore Drunkenneſs be a a2 
Sin, is it none to invite, none to perſuade a Neighbour 
to it? Muſt a Gentleman be mark'd with Infamy, be- 
cauſe he will not turn off Conſcience ; nor purchaſe the 
Reputation of Houſe keeping, at the Expence of his Soul? 
J am not ſo fond of Eſteem as to buy it by a baſe Action 
. nor 
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nor ſo fearful of Contempt as to avoid it by a Sin. I 


will not transform my ſelf into a Brute for the Reputati- 


on of a fine Man, nor ſtoop to the Office of a Tempter, 
for the Title of Generofity. No, no, Sir, in my Houſe 
Gueſts ſhall never be ſtinted, nor forc'd. I leave them 
to their own Diſcretion, and invite them to be merry, 
but not to be mad. I love a cool Head, and a calm Con- 
ſcience; and I had rather ſee Flights of Diſtraction in 
Bethlem, than of Extravagance at Home. To conclude, 
I had rather be reproach'd for Sobriety, than cheſs'd for 
Intemperance; and lampoon'd for a Virtue, than Pane- 
gyrick'd for a Vice. 

Well, well, Sir, replied the Knight, we will not fall 
out for the Matter: Let every Man take his Way, but, 
give me leave to tell you, Conſcience and all your Fiddle- 
faddles will not ſcreen you from Cenſure. When we go 
to a Merry-meeting, we leave that Lumber at Home; but 
when we are ſummoned to a Qzarter-Sefſions, or ſo, then 
indeed we take it up behind us, if the Horſe will carry 
double, for though it may be of Uſe in a Buſineſs of 
Meum and Tuum, it's a Burthen at a Feaſt, a Controller 
of Mirth, and a Poiſon to Good-fellowſhip. 

Euſebius bleſs'd himſelf at the grave Gentleman's 
Preachment ; to hear Magiſtrates plead for Riot, and Ju- 
ſtices f Peace for Diſorder, ſeemed ſurprizing ; but the E- 
vil lies deep, there is no removing it; it's become a Branch 
of Ezgliſh Property, and we will no more part with the 
Vice of Drinking, than with our Magna Charta. We 
have received it from our Fore-fathers, and improv'd the 
Talent to Admiration; one Man infects another, and 
the preſent. Set of Tiplers will hand down the Diſeaſe to 
their Poſterity ; and thus the Diſtemper will run on with- 
out Cure, and continue without End. 


- 
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DIALOGUE v. 
Of his Recreations. 


ae was not ſo engaged in Piety, as wholly to lay 
— aſide all Recreation; he knew that ſome Divertiſe- 
ment was neceſſary to refreſh the Body, and unbend the 
Mind ; that a continual Application diſpirits the one, 
TT. „„ ” founders 
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founders the other, and renders both unfit for Action? 
but then he took care not to turn Diverhon into Buſineſs, 
nor to play away his Time, like Children, in Trifles. 
Age had taken off the Paſſion he had for the Sport of 
Hunting; his Body could not endure the Violence, and 
his Inclination carried him to more moderate Exerciles 
he was often upon the Bowling-green in Summer, and to 
entertain Converſation: would take a Game at Cards; 
but then he play'd for Diverſion, not Gain; and would 
never ve ture more upon a Calt, than he could loſe with- 
out the Danger of Impatience ; for when Bets run high, 
Solicitude baulks Pleaſure, and the Fear of loſing turns 
Sport into Pain and Penance ; it boils up the Paſſions in- 
to a Ferment, heats the Blood, and then an unlucky Hit 
flings a Man upon the Tenters. 1 85 

Whatever he won was a Bank for the Poor; a kind of 
Pecunia Sacra, always employed in Charity; ſo that he 
fell upon a Secret (more beneficial than the pretended 
Philoſopher's Stone, and more real) of turning Diverſion 
into Virtue, and of railing the moſt ordinary and loweſt 
Actions to the Dignity of the moſt Divine. Thus at once 
he refreſh'd his Body, and improv'd his Time; or (in 
the Apoltle's Language) pray'd and play'd, recruited his 
Spirits, and ſupplied his Neighbour ; paſs'd his Time in 


Mirth, and yet redeemed it. 

However, he uſed even the moſt harmleſs Recreati- 
ons, as I ſaid, like Phyſick for Health, not like Meat 
for Suſtenance, for, ſaid he, they are not the Buſineſs, 
either of a Gentleman or of a Chriſtian ; and therefore 
V hoſoever ſuffers them to uſurp his Time (allow'd for 
more noble Employments) plays the Child, tho' not the 
Innocent, while he thus trifles away his Life, and Bowls 
and 'Cards away thoſe precious Moments, that once he 
will recal with Tears, but never recover. He therefore 
retired ſo foon as Civility permitted, and entertained 
himſelf with reading; but he never would open a Book 
that ſtruck at Morality, or queſtioned Religion ; the one 
debauches Practice, the other Principle; and he uſed 
to ſay, bad Books are the worſe for being well writ; 
they ſubdue almoſt without Reſiſtance, when they min- 
gle Corruption with Wit, and convey Poiſon into Plea- 
ture; but he ſpent whole Hours in the Lecture of thoſe 
that treat of Picty, that lighten the Underſtanding, and 
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Warm the Will; that point out the Way to Virtue, and. 
with a Refolution to purchaſe it. Such he look'd upon 
as ſure Guides, and profitable Entertainments; as ſup- 
ports in Solicitude, and Friends in all the different Oe- 
currences of Life and Action; they cenſure without Re- 
proach, and praiſe without Flattery; they neither fawn 
on Gentlemen, nor over-look Peaſants, but, like Pictures 
made to Sight, look equally upon all; nor was he con- 
tent with the bare Speculation ; he knew the Virtue of a 
Chriſtian confiſts not in the Knowledge of his Duty, but 
in the Exerciſe of it, and therefore he drew by the Life; 
he copied from thoſe Originals, and joined Practice to 
Theory, and thus he weaned himſelf from all thoſe 
worldly things Men fo eagerly purſue as Flies ; he nei- 
ther hoped for any temporal Advantage, nor feared any 
Adverſity; his Deſires look'd beyond Time, and nothing 
but the Pains of the Damned were able to awake his 
Fear; ſo that he embraced Croſſes and Favours with the 
ſame Affections, and always faid, theſe led us indeed the 
eaſieſt Way to Heaven, and thoſe the moſt ſecure; and 
thus he was neither fond of Life, nor dreaded Death, 
but equally diſpoſed to keep his Poit, or to abandon it 
at the firſt Command of his great Maſter, 
And indeed, he had ſuch an Empire over his Paſſions, 
ſuch a Submiſſion to all the Deſigns of Providence, that 
he ſeemed, if not above the Reach, at leaſt above the 
Senſe of Adverſity, even when he lay under the Weight 
of a Misfortune. His Niece whom he loved with the 
Tenderneſs of a Father, fell fick of a burning Fever: She 
deſerved indeed his Affection; for ſhe was ſet off with all 
the Perfections of a Woman, and enrich'd with all the 
Virtues of a Chriſtian. One might truly ſay, with the 
wiſe Man, ſhe lived a great while, tho? ſhe died at Seven- 
teen, and that ſhe was ripe for Heaven in the very Spring 
of her Age: She paſs'd thro' a long Courſe of Pains, 
with an invincible Patience, and expected Death rather 
with the Courage of a Hero, than the T imorouſneſs of a 
Woman. | 
Every one thought this Accident would put Eaſebius's 
Philoſophy to the Stretch; that a Blow in ſo ſenſible a 
Part, would ſtrike out ſome Symptoms of Weakneſs; 
but they miſtook the Man; he felt the Loſs, but ſunk not 
under it; He let fall indeed a Tear at parting, but wiped 
it 


542 The GENTLEMAN Infirulted 
it off in a Moment, and he told his Friends, who wonder'd 
at his Unconcernedneſs, to be ſorry ſhe is not with 
me, when I believe ſhe is better from me, is a mark I va- 
lue my Satisfaction above hers and mourn for the Li. 
ving more than for the Dead; it's Infirmity, not true 
Kindneſs, when we will not reſign to our ſelves the 
Happineſs of a Friend. . 
I believe ſhe is in a State of Bliſs, why then ſhould I 
' weep for her, whom I ſuppoſe in a Place we all wiſh to 
be ſettled in? If ſhe be not, my Affection will not eaſe 
her Torments, nor raiſe her from her Grave: So that 
my Grief will either be unſeaſonable or vain; it may 
render me miſerable, but will add not a Grain to her 
Felicity, nor abate one of her Pains. But, in fine, God 
who gave her Life, is pleaſed to recal the Gift, what 
Reaſon have I to complain of hard Uſage ? Rather I 
thank his Goodneſs for having lent me her ſo long, than 
blame him for taking her from me ſo ſoon ; his Favours 
are free Gifts, no Debts: It's our Duty to receive them 
with Thankfulneſs, and to return them at the firſt Call 
with Submiſſion and Frankneſs. Theſe Diſpofitions 
ſeem'd ſo noble, ſo generous, that they became the 
Gentleman, as well as the Chriſtian, and every Man 
confeſs'd his Character could not be rais'd too much, 
nor eſteem'd enough: For Virtue, like the Sun, is more 
gazed on when eclips'd, than when it glitters in Proſpe- 
rity, and we may be ſure it's Sterling when it bears the 
Touch-ſtone of Afffiction. 5 . 
I cannot omit one Paſlage that happened in this young 
Lady's Sickneſs; it ſhews the Skill and the Conſcience of 
Doctors are all of a Piece, and that they are oftner fee'd 
for killing than curing a Patient, or at leaſt ſor doing no 
Harm, than for doing Good. I thought Moliere lath'd 
the Gentleman of the College with too much Freedom; 
that he entertain'd Paris, and the Court, at the Expence 
of the Faculty, and drew their Pictures at random, with- 
out any regard to the Original; but the Jury of Phyſi- 
cians that fat upon this poor Lady's Life, alter'd my O- 
pinion, and forc'd me to own, that the Comedian has 
thrown more Truth than Fiction in their Character, and 
rather falls ſhort than over-flouriſh'd it. 


. 


And firſt, half an Hour ſlipp'd by in Ceremony and 
Complement ; then they gave an Account of — 
| ” en- 
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Rendevouz, and expoſed the Diary of their Debauches, 
had not the Doctor in Ordinary put them in mind, they 
had forgot their Errand, and returned with their Fee, 
without leaving ſo much as a Kecipe; but then they 
would not take the Pains to ſtep into her Chamber, but 
referred themſelves to the Information of the Ordinary; 
he regaled the Fade with a Diſſection of the Diſtemper, 
and pillaged Willis de Febribus to rig out his Harangue. 
Galen and Hippocrates were brought upon the Stage, 
nay, and Ariſtotle: To compleat the Farce, Greek and 
Latin were ſerved up in Plenty, and one Aphoriſm tum- 
bled in upon the Back of another. A Maid told him the 
Lady grew worſe, and that ſhe was drawing towards 
her Agony: The Gentleman laugh'd at her Meſlage. 
E's impoſſible, ſaid he, Hippocrates 7s plain, that Fevers 
come to a Criſis the fourteenth or one aud twentieth Day 
now this is only the teuth: How then can your Miſtreſs be 
fo near her End? 
Hippocrates. may ſay what he pleaſes, replied the 


Maid, but if you diſpatch not ſoon, your Remedy will 


come. too late. | | | 
Has ſhe taken the Doſe of Emetick? ſays the Doctor. 
Yes, anſwer'd the Maid, but it had no Effect. | 
Bon, cries the Conſult, a happy Prognoſtick. 
It caſt her into Convulſions, continued the Maid. 
Better yet, ſays the Conſult. But alas, in ſpite of the 
Doctor's Better and Better, the Lady grew Worſe and 
Worſe. A new Courier put a ſtop to Enquiry, and ſum- 
moned the Juncto to the Lady's Chamber: She lies in 
Extremity, a Subject of Compaſſion and Admiration; 
the Emerick put her upon the Rack, yet her Patience was 
ſtronger than the Pain. She ſeem'd almoſt to out-brave 
thoſe Primitive Martyrs, who. neither flinch'd in the 
Fire, nor cried Oh! at the Torment of Knives and Ra- 
20rs; and though her Force ſunk every Moment, her 
Reſignation to Providence was invincible. 
One Doctor was for Bleeding, another for Cauſticks, 
a third for he knew not what, and a fourth for ſending 
her to the Waters ; their Skill was non-plus'd, and they 
had already diſcharged their Latin, and poured out their 
Stock of Aphoriſms; ſo that, in fine, they concluded 
Nemine contradicente, for a Bolus of Opium, that ſhe 
might depart without Pain. 


Exſebins 
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Euſebius bore all their impertinent Jargon; but when 
he heard this barbarous Reſolution, he was not Maſter 
of his Reſentment. What, faid he, Gentlemen, do you 
believe another State? That an Eternity depends upon 
this laſt Moment? If you do, with what Conſcience can 
you in this fatal Circumſtance, caſt Reaſon into a Le- 
thargy, when a poor Creature ſtands moſt in need of it? 
Du would, forſooth, put her ont of Pain, but your Pity is 
barbarous, and your Compaſſion cruel; for you deprive 
her of the very Power of asking God forgiveneſs, and by 
conſequence of Pardon. Indeed, the virtuous Tenure 
of her Life is in ſome Meafure an Aſſurance her Death 
will not be miſerable; for it's tare to ſee a Perſon who 
has lived well, die ill: But however, it's a great Step 
taken in the dark; a Trip is fatal, and an Over-fight 
may pitch her on the wrong Side of the Shore, and then 
there is no Return. No, no, Gentlemen, if you can do 
her Body no Good, you ſhall do her Soul no Harm. Few 
Moments remain, let her diſpoſe of them to Advantage; 
let her die in Pain, to revive in never-ending Pleaſures. 
This ſhort Harangue propagated the Funucto, and put 
an End to their Reſolves: However, they took care of 
their Fee, but then left all Concern for the Lady behind 
them, The Ordinary ftaid not to cure, but to ſee her 
die. Indeed, this was extraordinary; but Doctors, like 
Judges, pronounce the Sentence, but ſeldom are preſent 
at the Execution, 
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DIALOGUE VI. 
IP hether it be expedient for Gentlemen to travel ; with 
ſome Directions to thoſe who go Abroad. 


AJEnnder's Father perſuaded him to travel, before he 
ſettled in the World: He was of the common Per- 
ſuaſion, that home-bred Gentlemen are only rough caſt; 
that they muſt receive the laſt Strokes of Behaviour in 
France and Italy. But Neander, who rated the Per ſecu- 
tions of a Chriſtian, above all little Accompliſhments of 
a Gentleman, and affected rather a Decency of Manners, 


than of Carriage, would not conſent to the Propoſal, 185 
| | : 


Wannen 
he had conſulted his Oracle Euſebius, and he reſolved ra- 
ther to follow his Judgment, than his own Inclination. 
He therefore gave him a Viſit; the Father acquainted 


- 


him of his Deſign, and aſked his Advice. 2 
My Son, ſaid he, grows in Years fit for Improvement ; 
he has Quality and Eſtate to ſupport it. And beſides, 
Nature has furniſhed him with a good Genius, and a ſharp 
Wit, ſo that nothing is wanting torender him ſerviceable 
to his Country, and an Honour to his Family, but Expe- 
rience. Now this cannot be well acquired but by 'Travel- 
ling. He has indeed all the Learning the Univerſity can 
give him; but then to ſteer wholly by Books, without 
looking into Men and Buſineſs, is like learning a Trade 
without ever coming to the Practice: Who intends to be 
Maſter muſt draw by the Life, as well as copy from the 
Original, and join Speculation with Practice. My Rela- 
tions are divided upon the Matter; ſome perſuade me 
to ſend him Abroad, others to keep him at Home; ſome 
tell me Home- breeding will ungentleman him, and 
others, that foreign Education will turn his Engliſp Blood 
into French or Italian; favour me with your Opinion 
upon the Matter. 1 EO 
I am not, reply'd Euſebius, ſo fond of Travelling, 
as ſome of our Noblemen ; nor yet ſo averſe as others. 
A Man, no doubt, may reap great Improvement from 
the Tour of France and Italy, and alſo make the Journey 
to Diſadvantage. - He may rather glean up their Vices 
than their Virtues, and return both a Clown and a De- 
bauchee. He may fall in Love with their Wine, and their 
Women ; and bring back nothing but a Wife, a Miftreſs, 
or a Diſeaſe, for a Memorandum of his Voyage. At leaſt, 
I know ſome who left their Innocence and Money in the 
Continent, and landed at Graveſend, with aslight Heads, 
and lighter Pockets, than when they firſt ſet out at Do- 
ver. I confels this wandring Humour ſpreads wide, and 
rows epidemical : Men fancy foreign Air purifies the 
rain, as well as the Lungs; that Breeding and Ex- 
perience ſprout up in the Streets of Paris and Venice; 
and that a View of Verſailles and Marly transforms Ruſti- 
city into Behaviour. But alas, Sir, the French Climate 
breed; Clowns no leſs than our Exg/iiſhb; and I have ſeen 
there 4+ ill-ſhap'd Gentlemen, as at London. Our Car- 
riage indeed has ſomething 2 the Lion, and theirs of 
| n | the 
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the Ape; ours awes, theirs delights; theirs is fooliſh, and 
ours ſurly. . | | 

You have drawn, ſays the Gentleman, a diſadvanta- 
geous Map of the Continent, and if Debauchery be the 
only Fruit of Travels, I think we may buy that Com- 
modity nearer home at leſs Charge and Labour. For 
Vice thrives to Admiration in our Soil; and we have 
tranſplanted it theſe ten Years into Flanders, Germany 
and Spain; and, what is ſtrange, our Stock is not ſunk; - 
nay, 1t rather riſes every Day ; and though often Men of 
other Trades flip aſide, we hear no Debauchees turn Bank- 
rupt of their Vices. But, under favour, tho' other Na- 
tions have their Defects, they are not quite bare of Per- 
fections. They may ſet us Patterns for Imitation as well 
as for Averhon ; and, by conſequence, improve a young 
Gentleman as well as corrupt him. Every Country pro- 
duces Remedies as well as Poiſons, and he deſerves to die 
who leaves thoſe for tneſe. 

No doubt, reply'd Euſebius, there are fine Things be- 
yond Sea, anda young Man may waft over a handſome 
Cargo of Italian Improvements, with a Valize of Freach 
Behaviour. But, alas, Sir, they will lie upon his Hands, 
and ruſt in his Wardrobe for want of uſing. We hate the 
ſtiff and gumm'd Deportment of the Italian, and to be 
yoak'd in Ceremony, or tied up to Steps in Converſation. 
Andthe French Shrug only fits tolerably on a Beau, and 
intitles him to the Honour of a Fop. | 

But, Sir, anſwer'd the Gentleman, Breeding conſifts 
not meerly in a genteel Carriage, and Decency of Ge- 
{ture ; it reaches to the Improvement of the Underſtand- 
ing. I look upon a Man, whoſe only Ornaments hang 
upon the Surface, like thoſe Palaces that are ſtately with- 
out, and unfurniſh'd within. Now Travelling manures 
the Underſtanding ; it affords Knowledge and Diſcovery ; 
it enlarges the Faculty, and gives a more extenſive inſight 
into Things and Men : Whereas a home-bred Gentleman 
is confin'd to narrow Limits ; he wants Materials for Ob- 
ſeryation, and cannot work out a Subject for a genteel 
Diſcourſe. - | 1 5 | 

Beſides, Sir, he learns the great Myſtery of Foreign 
Governments ; their Fort, and their Foible; the Intereſts 
of Princes, and their Deſigns: And thus at the ſame time 
he ſeaſons Pleaſure with Profit ; he ſtages (if I may 10 
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o) into Politicks, and rides Poſt into Buſineſs: He re- 


turns equip'd for Employment, and rigg'd out for an Em- 
baſſy at leaſt, to the Cantons or Hans-Towns. ä 


Oh, Sir, ſaid Euſebius, you ſend, I perceive, your 


Son abroad to catch Politicks. You ſhould remember, 
we fluſh at home that Game in every Tipling-houſe: 
It over-runs both "Town and Country, and 1s ſunk from 
an Imbelliſhment into a Nuſance. Our Coblers and 


Tinkers take into their Conſideration the ardza regni ne- 


gotta, as well as our Parliament; and leave Holes in 
Shoes and Pans to mend the Government. I tell you, 
Sir, our Soil produces more Politicks than all Europe be- 
| tides ; ſo that to tranſport Foreign is to ſend Owls t A- 
thens, We are, in a Word, peſter'd with thoſe of our 
own Growth, and I believe a Prohibition to ſhip over ex- 
tern Politicks into Exglaud might prove no leſs beneficial 
to the Nation, than that of bringing over French Wines, 
or planting Tobacco. UT 

But, Sir, ſuppoſing our Gentleman arriv'd at Parzs or 
Venice, what Company muſt he ply for thoſe mighty 
Advantages you ſpeak of ? In one place, without doubt, 
the topping Miniſter of State; in the other, the Counſel 
di Dieci. Certainly in ſuch Schools he may in a ſhort 
time run thro? a Courſe of Politicks, and commence Do- 
ctor of State: tricks. But do you think thoſe Achizophels 
will unveil the ſecret Myſteries of their Maſters to Stran- 
gers, and throw before them the Arcana of the Cabinet? 
No, no, Sir, he muſt be content with Town-Intell;gence, 
or the Table- Reports of T reating- Houſes; and then you 
may gueſs with what a Proviſion of Politicks, with what 
a Lading of Science he is like to freight the Packet-Boat 
at his return. I counſel you rather to furniſh your Son 
with Gazettes, Mercaries, and Clefs de Cabinets, Here he 
may catch Language and Knowledge at the ſame Draught, 
and poliſh his Tongue and his Brain together. I allure 
you, Sir, I knew a Gentleman, who bid fair for the Re- 
pute of a great Man, and an able Minifter: He topp'd 
the Gravityzof Don Frederick de Toledo; his Air Was as 
myſterious as his Diſcourſe ; like the Pagan Oracles, he 
affected Riddle and Innuendo s. One would have taken 
him for the Grand Vigir-General of Europe, the common 
Manager of Treaties, and ſole Depoſitory of all the Cabi- 


net Reſolutions, Yet he own'd all his Intelligence to Hol. 
| Nn 2 | land 
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land News Books; and when the Wind blew from ou 
Shore in the Brill Packet-Boat's Teeth, he was at a loſs 
for a Diſcourſe. One would have ſwore a North-Weſt 
Gale had work'd upon his Brain, and blown his Wit and 
his Memory into Norway or Denmark. | 
But, Sir, do you fancy a Gentleman at his Arrival at 
Paris ſends Hue and Cry after a Maſter of Politicks? No, 
no, this is point-blank againſt Cuſtom and Precedent. 
His Buſineſs is to oblige Senſe, not to cultivate the Un- 
derſtanding; he firſt regales his Eye with a view of Ver- 
ſailles and Marly, and then his Appetite with all the De- 
licacies of the 'Town. Tho' he brought from home the 
bare Title of Squire, the Pariſians wilt preſent him a Pa- 
tent of Peerage, and the noiſe of a Jeuns my Lord will 
hollow into his Attendance all the Breteurs and Sharpers 
of the Town. And when once he is fallen into ſuch 
Hands, he will ſcarce get out of them, till he hasdeliver'd 
his Purſe, and pawn'd his Conſcience. Believe me, Sir, 
a young Man that has Pleaſure in View, will be ſhrewd- 
ly tempted to taſte whether they be as agreeable to the 

alate, as to the Sight, and charm the Senſe as much as 
the Imagination; and its odds he will never ſtand firm 
againſt the Temptations : For Fleſh and Blood, accom- 
pany'd by Youth, have a ſtrong Tendency to Evil, they 
plead hard for Liberty, and as eagerly againſt Conſtraint. 
And whena Youth lies at the Mercy of ſuch Tutors, what 
can be expected but Debauchery ? He will, in a word, firſt 
break through the Practice, and then through the very Prin- 


_ ciples of Morality. Befides, he is out of a Parent's Sight, 


heis notaw'd by his Preſence, nor within the Reach of 
his Correction: So that he ranges without Reſtraint, and 
plays the Prodigal without Controul. 

Under favour, ſaid the Gentleman, you ſuppoſe me 
little read in the Extravagancies of Youth, when you 
fancy I will lay the Reins on my Son's Neck, and aban- 
don his to his own Conduct. Though, God be thank'd, 
his Behaviour be regular and untainted, his Innocence 
may be ſurprized. Youth has a natural Tendency to 
Lewdneſs ; it wants Experience to wave Temptation, 
and Reſolution to encounter it. In fine, Paſſion and Care- 
teſneſs throws it off its Guard, and lays it open to our- | 
prize. Now to obviate this Inconvenience, I have pro- 
vided him a ſober Governor, who knows — 7 and 

Men 3 
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Men; who has ſeen the World, and makes no inconſide- 
rable Figure: He is a Man of Parts, talks well, and I 
hope lives better. Such a Perſon is able to ſtop the Sal- 
lies of Youth, to awe it into the Bounds of Decency by 
his Authority, and to inſtruct it by his Prudence. 

This Caution, anſwer'd Euſebius, is laudable and pru- 
dent; but I aſſure you, Sir, it ſeldom anſwers Expecta- 
tion: I have known Governors who wanted Gover- 
nors themſelves, and were ten times more fit to receive 
than to give Inſtruction. Their Religion was as loſe as 
their Manners ; they believed any thing for Intereſt, and 
practiſed any thing for Pleaſure. -Now when the Go- 


vernor is diſſolute, who can expect Regularity from the 


Pupil ? But ſuppoſe him clear of theſe Imputations, it's 
{till a queſtion whether the young Man either reſpects or 
eſteems him: If not, it's odds his Inſtructions will make 
no Impreſſion. They may beat the Ear, but will never 
touch the Heart. He may as well chaſtiſe the Wind as 
that Spark into Sobriety, who diſeſteems his Perſon. The 
Man re-inforces the Counſel, and perſuades more often- 
times than his Reaſons. 

But farther, a young Man paſt Twenty is a reſty 
Creature; his Paſſions are at their full growth, and con- 
ſequently ungovernable. They contend hard for Liberty, 


and it's ten to one Pleaſure will get the better of Precept: 


For in that Age Senſe affects more than Duty; and the 
agreeable enchants more powerfully than the lawful, 
When the Law declares him Major, he will not eafily 


| ſubmit to the Slavery of Minority, (i. e.) he will not be 


rid by Governors, nor led by Pedants, like Children, by 
their Hanging-ſleeves. He ſuppoſes he can walk by 
himſelf, and ſtand upon his own Legs ; and thus becomes 
ſo unruly, that he will neither lead nor drive. What a 
fine Meuage did I fee at Paris between a Tutor and his 
Pupil ? They liv'd in a State of War ; the one camp'd 
in the Fauburg St. Germain, the other in the Rue de 
Temple; and had not the Seize run between, they might 
have come to Action; at laſt they agreed upon a Trea- 
ty: But before it was brought to a Concluſion, as many 
Couriers run between them as from Gertrudeuburgh to 
the Hague, or Verſailles. | 
I am ſenſible, ſaid the Gentleman, theſe Inconveni- 
ences happen; and when a r undervalues the * 
| n 3 | 0 
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of his Governor, he ſeldom approves his Counſel: For 
it goes againſt the Grain to conform to the Advice of 
thoſe we contemn. Beſides, we preſume Reaſons can- 
not riſe above the level of thoſe that propoſe them: So 
that when we entertain a low Opinion of a Perſon, we 
diſable his Friendſhip, and put him under an Impoſſibili- 
ty of doing us any good. For this Reaſon I have pitch'd 
upon a French Miniſter ; his Parts will call for Eſteem, 
and his Character for Reſpect: | 

Upon a French Miniſter, reply'd Euſebius, what do 

ou mean? Are our own Countrymen ſo deſtitute of Pru- 
dence, good Nature and Probity, that you could not fall 
upon one compleatly furniſh'd for the Employment? 
Good God ! My Lady's Woman muſt be French, as well 
as my Lord's Yalez de Chamvre; we cannot eat, unleſs 
French Cooks ſerve us up Ragouts, nor dreſs but a-la- 
mode de France, We hate the Nation, yet cannot live 
without the Natives. They ſcrew themſelves into the 
chief Families, and engroſs both Places of Truſt and 
Profit, ſo that their Puniſhment has prov'd a Favour. For 
they enjoy abroad more Plenty, than they durſt have ex- 
pected at home. Who can reconcile this Conduct to our 
Clamours ? Who will not tHink we rail in jeſt, when we 
thus careſs in earneſt? And that our Hearts are Freach, as 
well as our Cloaths? _ 

We complain the Church of Exgland is over-run with 
Fanaticiſm, that the Preib\yterians over- top it in Number 
and Quality; what wonder, when French Miniſters 
train up the Nobility ? "Their Religion is Puritan, thrice 
refined; their Zeal bas more Heat than Light, and more 
Peeviſhneſs than Charity. How often have they in 
Frauce, made room for their Religion with the Sword, 
and brought Liberty of Conſcience by Slaughter and De- 
vaſtations? They are KNepublicans in Principles and 
Practice, and ſeldom obey when it's in their Power to 
command, | 

Now is it likely theſe Gentlemen will train up their 
Pupils in the Obedience to the Church? No, no, I 
would as ſoon ſend a Youth to learn Chriſtianity of the 
Mufti, as the Doctrine of the Church of England of 
theſe Monſienrs. They hate the very Conſtitution of its 
Government, and long ſince pronounced its Ceremonies 
fooliſh and impious. Let us then ceaſe to Wren A 
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Nobility ſtrikes off from the Church to Conventicles : 
Freuch Miniſters have brought Apoſtacy into faſhion, and 
raiſed the Spirit of Faction in England, as well as in 
France; and I fear the Infection will dilate, fo long as 
they wind themſelves into Ecclefiaſtical Benefices, and 
| govern the Children of the Nobility. N 

But waving a French Miniſter's Religion, I am not 
throughly perſuaded of his other Abilities. © I fear he will 
rather conſult his own Intereſt, than his Pupil's Improve- 
ment, and huſband the Occaſion to his own Advantage. 
For thoſe Gentlemen ſettle not among us to ſpend, but 
to gain; to ſupply preſent Neceſſities, and to lay in Pro- 
viſions againſt Age and Accidents. Now a Man that has 
Preferment in View, and a Fortune in his Head, will 
probably take the ſhorteſt way to his Journeys end. A 
generous Freedom, he knows, as the World goes, is no 
_ thriving Quality; wholeſome Advice, if unpalatable, 
revolts the Stomach, and alienates the Affection; that 
thoſe, who countenance Vice, are better paid, than thoſe 
that preach up Virtue. This is a ſtrong "Temptation to 
the Governor to {lacken the Reins, to endear the young 
Gentleman to him by all the little Tricks of Condeſcen- 
dence and Flattery ; and then the Pupil commands, and 
the Governor ſays Amento all his Extravagances. 

It's true, he betrays his Truſt ; bur alas, Sir, Traitors 
are no Phœnixes in our Age. However, he is true to his 
Intereſt; and I find few ſolicitous of others Concerns, 
if their own Work goes on kindly. He may indeed fear 
a Reprimand from the Father; but then he hopes a For- 
tune from the Son ; and, believe me, good Coin affects 
more than hard Words. You know, Sir, Men are more 
prone to adore the riſing than the ſetting Sun, and to 
840 on thoſe who enter upon an Eſtate, than thoſe who 
reſign it. 

You are then I perceive, ſaid the Gentleman, no ad- 
mirer of Travelling: You are for breathing our native 
Air, and growing grey under our -own Elevation. 

I fay not ſo neither, anſwer'd Euſebius, I am not ab- 
ſolutely for it, nor univerſally againſt it. Travel may 
improve ſome, and ruin others. They may fit ſome for 
the higheſt Employments, and render others unworthy of 
the loweſt, I think it convenient for the prime Nobility 
to take a walk into the neighbourmg Kingdoms; for 

ens ſuch 
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ſuch are mark d out for publick Buſineſs; they are, as it 
were, by Birth fixed in Court, and may pretend to a 
Place at the Council- Table, and to fit at the upper End 
of the Government. Now People in ſuch Circumſtances 
{hould lay in a competent Stock of French and Datch, 
that they may treat in Perſon, not by Proxy and Inter- 
preters. For Bulineſs goes on ſlowly when carried on 
by Deputy, and Miniſters ſeldom agree when one un- 
derſtands not the other. It's proper for them to make 
ſome Acquaintance with Penſionary Heinſius and Mon- 
ſieur de Torcy, before they go over with a Character and 
Credentials. For the Quality of a Friend may haſten the 
Diſpatches of the Miniſter ; and the Capacity of the one 
forward the Work of the other. | 
But then, I think, Gentlemen of a lower Rank ſhould 
not always be upon the Ramble ; eſpecially thoſe who 
raiſe not their Pretenſions to Court-Offices, but confine 
their Ambition to the Dignity of a Country- Juſtice, or 
look no higher than the Place of a Deputy- Lieutenant: 
In fine, thoſe who are cut out for the Country, and de- 
ſign to ſpend their Time and their Money among their 
A N . 
Firſt, Becauſe foreign Breeding is not a- la mode out of 
Town. It's too fine complexioned for a Village, and as 
uſeleſs as a Coach and Six in the Mountains of Glamor- 
ganſhire. He will ſcarce meet an Occaſion once in a 
Twelve- month, to practiſe French or Italian; and a 
Country-Dance wel! perform'd will receive more Ap- 
plauſe than a French Minuit, Saraband, or Riccadone. Be- 
ſides, our Country Air will tarniſh the Luſtre of outlan- 
diſh Behaviour; Time and Converſation will waſh oft 
the Varniſh, and then Ariſtotle's Aphoriſm, corruptio op- 
zimi fit peſſi ma, will have place; the beſt Manners dege- 
nerate into the worſt, and the fineſt Gentleman makes the 
molt compleat Clown. For what can be 'more antick, 
than Ruſticity cut on Breeding ? Methinks it reſembles 
Canvas laid on Sattin, or Embroidery on Linſey-woolſey. 
Secondly,” A Gentleman train'd up in the ſenſual Free- 
doms of Venice, and the gaudy Pageantry of Paris will 
return with a Surfeit of a Country Life. He will regard 
his Home as a Baniſhment, and his own Houſe as a 
Dungeon. An Italian Symphony ſtrikes the Organ more 
Imoothly than that of a Pack of Hounds, Comediez, 
lbs; | jt os 7 Opera's, 
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Opera's, and publick Extrado's of Princes and Embaſſa- 
dors draw more pleafing ProſpeCtives in the Eye, than 
thoſe of Dunghills or Cabanes. Gay Company affects 
more than Solitude ; and Balls ſet off with all the glit- 
tering Gaudy of Silk and Silver are far more tranſport- 
ing than Country Wakes. - | 


Now a Gentleman that returns overgrown with theſe _ 


Notions, biaſs'd with theſe Inclinations, will he reliſh 
the Campaign, and pen up his Perſon and Happineſs in 
a Village? No, no, he will take up in Town; and on- 
ly viſit his Mazcir to refreſh his Lungs, or his Purſe. 
Since the middle of the laſt Age, our Way of Livingis no 
more Engliſb; like our Language, it's piec'd up of French 
and Italian; and to compleat the Oleo, we have thrown 
into the Compoſition the Vices of Holland and Germany. 
The Nobility withdraws from the Country into Town: 
That noble Hoſpitality proper to our Nation is out of 
Uſe, and almoſt out of Memory, and thoſe Largeſſes 
that entertain'd the Poor run in another Channel: Game 


ſweeps away one Part, gaudy Equipages, or Miſſes the 


other. In the mean time the Provinces are drain'd of 
Men and Money. Some run to Town to ſpend Eſtates, 
and others to gain them. The antient Seats of the No- 
bility are let out to Fack-Daws and Screech Owls, or 
tumble under the Weight of Time, and Cattle graze 
upon their Ruins; Fam ſeges eſt ubi Troja fuit. 

We may date this Change from the Time travelling 
became genteel, and wandering a- la- mode. Foreign Com- 
merce has brought in foreign Cuſtoms ; and as conquer'd 
Greece and Aſia overcame the Roman Virtue and Sobrie- 
ty, ſo France and Italy have debauch'd ours. 

However, I acknowledge a young Man may improve 
by Travelling, if Caution be uſed : For beyond Sea there 
are great Virtues, as well as great Vices, and Examples 
that deſerve Imitation as well as Averfion. You may 
psliſh the Body and the Mind, better the Gentleman, and 
perfect the Chriſtian. „„ 

1. 

In the firſt Place, pitch upon a virtuous and prudent 
Governor. Youth is blind, and if it follows a blind 
Guide, their Journey will end in a Precipice, ambo in 
foveam cadent. A Man that overlooks his own Duty to 
God, will not put a Pupil in mind of his. Our Inftruc- 
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tions and Practice are generally of a piece; and if this 
be tainted, thoſe are ſeldom ſound. 
2. . 

Let him be prudent, neither too indulgent on the one 
Hand, nor too fevere on the other. It's no leſs dangerous 
to keep too heavy a hand over a Gentleman, than too 
light; and to baulk all his Deſires, than none. A Gover- 
nor may loſe his Authority by too much Stiffneſs, as well 

as by too much Condeſcendence. And if he commands 
with Haughtineſs, he will certainly be diſobey'd. To 
refuſe a young Man a juſt Liberty is a Temptation to 
take it, and if once the Ice is broken, he will ſhake off 
Dependance, and diſcard Reſpect. 


J would not have a delt ault paſs without a ſuitable 
Correction, nor a ſmall one puniſh'd beyond Proportion: 
For if the Reprimands are equal, the young Man will 
fancy the Faults are alſo, and then he will conclude it's 
better to be teaz'd for ſomething, than to be rated for no- 
thing. When we draw near one and twenty, Severity is 
out of Seaſon ; we may be led indeed into our Duty by 
Kindneſs, but hardly hector'd into it by Roughneſs. A 
Governor may maintain his Character, if he pretends 
only to adviſe, but will certainly forfeit it, if he pre- 
ſumes to command with Empire and Superciliouſneſs : 
And therefore I would father have him wait upon his 
Pupil as a Companion, than as a Spy and a Cenſor ; and 
ply him more with Countel than Authority. We often 
yield frankly to the one, and always with repugnance to 
the other. - 


> 


| | . 
Let him not ſtay too long in a great City; when he 
has view'd what is worth Obſervation, let him purſue his 
Journey. A long Stay breeds Acquaintance, and Ac- 
quaintance expoſes to Debauchery. A Man that knows 
no Body will have no Temptation to tempt another to 
ill, and is out of the Danger of being tempted ; for who 
will ſet up an {zcogaizo? Familiarity goes before cri- 
minal Aſſignations; and Privacy planes the Way for Ex- 
travagancc. 8 5 | | | | 
3 

There is not, perchance, a City in the World better 
ſtock'd with Men of Parts and * than 
aris; 


*%, 
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Paris; and none more eaſy and ſociable to Strangers. 
A young Man may improve by ſuch Converſation: He 
may enlarge his Underſtanding, and open to himſelf a 


more extenſive Proſpect than by Study and Application: 


And thus he will enter into a handſome Proviſion of 

Senſe, not only without Trouble, but even with De- 

light: He will raiſe a Fortune in Knowledge, without 

the Drudgery of Study, and tranſplant another's Science 

into his own Skill, 
EE 6. 

But then if he may better himſelf by the Company of 
Men, he will certainly expoſe himſelf to a thouſand 
Dangers. If he frequents the Converſation of Women, 
their Language charms, their Expreſſions inſinuate, and 
their Air is impoſing; they paint Gallantry with Wit, 
and both with Freedom; ſo that at the ſame Time they 


attack the Underſtanding and Will, and conquer both 


almoſt without Reſiſtance, How many have I known 
of our Nation faſcinated by theſe Syrens, enchanted by 
theſe Circes. They ſtole away their Hearts and their 
Heads; empty'd their Brain and their Purſe, and com- 
pleatly equip'd em for a Mad-houſe, or an Hoſpital. The 
Paſſion was too ſtrong for Precept, and the Oratory of 
the Ladies baffled the Counſel of Governors. For Love 
is without Ears, as well as without Eyes, and, what is 
worſe, without Underſtanding. It's true, we ſend our 
Children abroad to learn French Courtſhip, as well as 
Modes; but this Errand is as unchriſtian as unneceſſary. 
We carry the Principles of this Science within us, and 
Nature alone will teach it at Home without the Aſſiſtance 
of outlandiſh Freceptors. Too great a Proficiency in 


the Art is rather to be fear'd than Ignorance ; and it's 
ten to one, that in ſpight of Caution young Men will im- 


prove it ſome Years too ſoon, than a Moment too late. 
And this is the Reaſon ſome leave their Hearts and their 
Conſcience in France and Italy; and others return with 
a poor Wife, and ſome with an impudent Curtizan. 


7 

would not have a Gentleman ſquare his Obſervati- 
on by Dr. Lyſter's Memoirs of Paris; they are below re- 
mark, and ſit better on an Ignoramus, than on a Fellow of 
the Royal Society, or a Gentleman, Let him not therefore 
trifle away his Time in examining whether * 
| | taſtes 
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taſtes ſweeter in Aprii or Fannary ; or the Roman Lettuces 
better than our Sleſian, or the Fiacres more conveniently 
hung than my Lord Embaſlador's Coach ; let him not 
trot about to view rare Collections of Cockle-ſhells, or 
Skeletons, or T odpoles and Spiders: For after all, theſe 
Diſcoveries are not worth the Candle; nay, within an 
Ace as ridiculous as Caligula's Journey to the Sea-ſhore to 
load his Army with this childiſh Trumpery. Laſſel's 
Voyage will be far more uſeful than Lyſter's; it will fur- 
niſh matter for Inquiry and Obſervation, and both de- 
light and inſtruct in your Journey. Here is a ſhort 
Draught of the Advantages and Diſadvantages of Tra- 
velling, I have given you my Judgment of the Matter, 
and leave to your Prudence the Determination. 

I am infinitely oblig'd, ſaid the Gentleman, for your 
Advice and Freedom; and am perſuaded young Men 
muſt not be ſent abroad without Care and Caution. I 
will take the moſt juſt Meaſures Prudence can ſuggeſt, to 
keep my Son within the Bounds of Duty. I am wholly 
of your Opinion, that Virtue is the moſt accompliſhed 
Ornament of a Gentleman, that this alone renders him 
amiable in this World, and happy in the next. 


— 8 


— 


DIALOGUE VI. 
Of the Souls Immortality. 


Uſebins was invited in Chriſtmas by a Gentleman ta 

an Entertainment. He found a great deal of Com- 
pany, Who were reſolv'd to be merry; there were ſome 
ſober Gentlemen among them ; but then others were of 
the Town-cut, Tung Goddamme's, that ſpoke ill, and liv'd 
worſe. They had plac'd their Reguiem in this World, 
and turn'd off all Thoughts of the other; and when Claret 
had warmed the Head, Impiety broke outat the Tongue; 
their Heart ſat upon their Lips, and diſcover'd to the 
Company the Corruption that lurk'd within, and one 


might read the Secrets of their Souls in their Words. 


Some were for the H:gh-Charch, others for the Low, and 
moſt for no Church. Their Faith was Faction and Inte- 
reſt, and Paſſion the ſole Motives of Credibility. 
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A grave Gentleman thought it his Duty to rebuke the 
Inſolence of the daring Salmoneaus: Gentlemen, ſaid 


he, this Diſcourſe neither ſuits with your Company, nor 


your Profeſſion : It makes the very Soul of a Chriſtian 
ſhrink back, and leaves Nature in a kind of chill. If 
you take the Liberty to blaſpheme God, and play upon 
Religion, I muſt take the Freedom to defend both; to 
deſire you to leave the Subject, or the Room. For to be 
ſhort, theſe Sallies breed Diſguſt, they are Penance and 
Mortifcation to the Company. God will call you to Ac- 
count one Day ; and if he winks at your Impieties in 
this World, he will puniſh them in the other. 

One of the Blades (whom I call Athymius)] received 
the Correction with a Smile. If God, ſays he, vouch- 
ſafes to let me run my Courſe ſmoothly in this World, 
I will venture his Anger in the next. For to be plain, I 
am of Mr. Oryden's Opinion; Our Mixds are perpetually 
wrought on by the Temperament of our Bodies, which makes 
me ſuſpect they are nearer allied, than either our Philoſa- 
phers or School Divines will allow them to be. 

That is, reply'd the Gentleman, our Soul is indiſtinct 
from the Body: Or in plain Exgliſb, nothing but a Heap 
of Organized Matter; this is a fine Scheme: The Sy- 
ſtem a- la- mode raked out of the Aſhes of Hobbs and Pom- 
ponatius, and ſquared for the Latitude of Libertiniſm; 
that p6/# Mortem nulla Voluptas, removes, rubs, and planes 
the way for Liberty; for when the Proſpect of another 
Life is ſhut up, Men may ſport without Reſtraint, and 
play without Remorſe; but this is to pretend to Wit, to 
con the Poets. | | | 

Sir, ſaid Athymius, leſs of Exclamation, if you pleaſe, 
and more of Reaſon : Heat muſt not decide the Queſtion, 
but Argument. I am not for implicit Faith, nor over- 
reſigning to Authority; my way is to examine before I 
aflent, and to preſerve Reaſon in its juſt Liberties : Abſo- 
lute Submiſſion keeps us in a kind of Minority; it palls 
the Underſtanding, and expoſes us to Impoſture; al- 
ways to walk on Crutches is the way to loſe the Uſe of 
our Limbs, and to ſteer by another's Reaſon, to forfeit 
the Benefit of our own. 

Reaſon, anſwer'd Euſebius, is an excellent thing; 
but thoſe who bear the Charter by which they enjoy it, 
ſeem not over-fond of the Poſſeſſion; if your Soul be 
| | | material, 
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material, what becomes of this topping Prerogative ? 
Man muſt draw in his Figure, and herd with Beaſts: Ar 
moſt there will be no more difference between them than 
between a Fox and a Beetle, or Scotch-Cloth and Fine 
Holland; the Materials are the ſame, the Diſtinction lies 
in the Fineneſs of the Contexture. | 

I confeſs, reply'd Atbymius, I ſhould eſteem my ſelf 
happy were I unprovided of Reaſons that demonſtrate 
my ſelf leſs than popular Errors make me; for after all, 
to turn Advocate againſt one's ſelf, to plead againſt our 
greateſt Prerogative, and to diſpute one's ſelf out of 2 
Poſſibility of being happy in the next World, is the great- 
eſt Misfortune that can befa! a Man in this, but Truth 
muſt have place. I love to know my juſt Dimenſions, 
and as II ſcorn to reſign the leaſt Perfection that belongs 
to my Nature, fo I will never uſurp thoſe that are fo- 
reign; I'll not grow great by Flattery, nor claim a Dig- 
nity ſupported by Ignorance and Viſion. If you can 
prove by Dint of Reaſon my Soul is immortal, T1! 
ſubmit to Demonſtration; and you ſhall ſee by my Con- 
duct I expect Heaven as the Recompence of Virtue, and 
fear Hell as the Puniſhments of Vice. 

Under Favour, ſaid Euſebius, methinks your Opini- 
on calls louder for Demonſtration than mine; for if it 
prove falſe, you forfeit Heaven for the Miſtake, and muſt 
groan under all the Thorns of the damned into, the Bar- 
gain; whereas I ſhall go off with the Satisfaction of li- 
ving like a Man, tho' I die like a Beaſt. And tho' I am 
not happy in the nex World, I ſhall be out of the reach 
of Miſery. In fine, I bid fair for Heaven, tho' I fall 
ſhort of my Pretenſions. But however, ſceing you put 

me upon the Proof, I'll condeſcend to your Deſire; yet 
though you promiſe to ſubmit to Evidence, I cannot be 


ſatisfied of the. Performance. 
I ſuppoſe, Sir, you will take the Word of a Gentle- 


man, reply'd Athymias. 
The Word of a Gentleman,anſwered Euſebius, made of 


Soul and Body goes as far with me as a Bond, but your Mat- 
ter and Motion Gentlemen's Credit finks low in my E- 
ſteem ; for look ye, Sir, any little Accident from without 
may ruffle your preſent Situation, and jumble you into a 


new ſet of Reſolutions ; it may fluſh a new Train of 
| Thoughts, 
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Thoughts, and then adieu to the old: For Matter and 
Motions are bizarr Things, humourſome and capricious 
to Exceſs; they are grbitrary and uncontrolPd ; you 

muſt will and nill as 5 pleaſe; every new Impulſe 
flings a new Figure, and wears off the old; ſo that you 
are guided by Fate, and drove on by Chance in your Sy- 
item, and conſequently muſt be an Infidel, or a true Be- 
liever, an honeſt Man, or a Knave, in ſpite of your Teeth. 

Now I can no more truſt ſuch a Man than a Puppet: I 
will not venture a Croſs upon his Honour, nor hazard a 
{ingle Six-pence upon his Reputation; for who is not 
Maſter of himſelf, can be no Slave to his Word. 

But for all that, faid Aibymius, my Word will go a 
great Way, and my Neighbours look upon it as good a 
Security as a Mortgage. bg 

I believe you, anſwer'd Euſebius; but this is an In- 
france that thoſe Neighbours are perſuaded your Soul is 
ſomething more than Matter, when they take your Word, 
nay, and your ſelf too when you give it; for who but 
Fools will truſt a Man that is moved by Chance, that is 
puſh'd on by Fate, and drawn by Neceſſity? Thus you 
ſee, Sir, you diſavow your Tenet when you act like a 
Man, which makes me ſuſpect you only abet it, when 
you intend to play the Beaft, and that your Diſeaſe lies 
more in the Heart than the Head. 

If you pleaſe, ſaid Athymius, cut ſhort and come to 
the Point; Preambles take up Time, and rid no Ground; 
but pray let us not ſteer within fight of Metaphyſicks, 
nor fall to cappin of Syllogiſms. I am for plain Rea- 
{on without Fard or Fucus, and it works more kindly in 
. honeſt Eugliſb, than in the barbarous Ergoziſm of the 
Schools. 

TI am for you, reply'd Euſebius, and you ſhall hear 
thoſe Arguments that are more eaſily underſtood than 
confuted. Tell me then, is it better to be a Beaſt or 
a Man? | 

I perceive, anſwer'd Athymius, you are fallen into a 
fit of bantering; the Queſtion is ſcandalous, and the ve- 
ry Compariſon is degrading to human Nature; he who 
prefers a Beaſt to Man, deſerves to be thrown among 
them, | COP 5 
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DIALOGUE VII. 
If the Soul be mortal, it's bet 10 be a Beaſt than a 


Man. 


Eaſcl. V OUR Anſwer is moſt true, but then your 


Tenet is no leſs falſe; give Attention to the 


Proof; nothing falls under Choice but Good, and with- 


out doubt a greater Good is preferable to a leſs : Now 


Good and Happineſs are ſynonymous, therefore a greater 


Happineſs is preferable to a leſs. Our preſent Diſpute 
falls therefore within this Compaſs; whether a Beaſt 
in your Scheme of the Soul's Mortality be more happy 
than a Man? I contend it is, and prove it thus. : 
It's evident the Bodies of Beaſts are more robuſt than 
thoſe of Men, they are neither ſo ſenlible of Heat nor 
Cold ; their Conſtitutions vary not with the Seaſons, nor 
change with the Barometer. Hence may Diſeaſes ſpare 
them that aſfail us; they apprehend not their Pains be- 
fore they come, nor remember them when paſt ; they 
only groan under the preſent, and fo their Dolors are 
momentary. 


Beſides, their Pleaſures arg more affecting than ours, 
and their Enjoyments more pure ; they are purchated 


without Care, and loſt without Trouble ; they are nei- 
ther followed with Remorſe, nor waited on by Repen- 
tance ; they are not clap'd on the Rack oy Jealouſy, nor 
haunted by the Fury of Ambition ; they are too content 
to hope, and not miſerable enough to fear ; they know 


no more what it is. to be greater than to be leſs, and 


therefore take no Meaſures to conlerve Fortune, or to 
better it. 


But poor Man lies open to the Aſſaults of a thouſand 


Calamities that overlook Beaſts; his Body is an Hoſpital- 
General of all Diſeaſes, and he entertains them at the Ex- 
pence of his Eaſe, and, in the end, of his Life too: 
But the Diſeaſes of his Mind are more numerous and 
more tormenting; Hope drives one way, Deſpair ano- 
ther; Solicitude diſcompoſes the Head, Jealouſy the 
Heart; Envy qualms on his Bowels, Prodigality on his 
Purſe ; he keeps no Mein either in Proſperity or Adver- 


ſity ; that draws his Reaſon, this overtets his Patience; 
he 
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Fe is inſolent in one ſtate, abject in the other; and that 
his Misfortunes may be without Remedy as well as with- 
out Bounds, he calls back paſt Miſcarriages to torment 
himſelf again, and conjures up the Ghoſts of his departed 
Pleaſures to transform them into Furies; and when he 
can diſcover in the future no real Objects of Diſguſts, 
his Imagination creates them. He ſprings Chimera's, and 
trembles at Monſters that have no Being but in Fancy; 
yet though they are fictitious, his Fears are real, and by 
conſequence his Miſery. | 
Indeed he is not without Pleaſures, becauſe not with- 
out Senſe; but then they are ſeaſoned with ſo many bit- 
ter Ingredients, that they rather diſguſt than delight. 
What ſhall I ſay of thoſe brutiſh Traniports of Lewdneſs, 
that hate the Sun, and range about in Shades and Ob- 
ſcurity? Of thoſe Obicenities that make up here the Ma- 
Hometical Elyſium of Libertines, and in good time will 
throw them into the real Hell of the Chriſtians. In this 
point the Advantage ſtands for the Beaſts; their Paſſion 
is as keen, their Senſe as acute as Man's; and, by con- 
ſequence, their Senſation as affecting; but then their 
Pleaſure is not daſht with Shame, nor bought at the ex- 
pence of Honour or Conſcience. ; they contrive no Plots 
to ſteal Satisfaction, 'no Intrigues to conceal it ; it ends 
without Regret, without Remorſe, and never ſtabs at 
parting, But Fear always ſucceeds Man's criminal Plea- 
ſures, and even the Atheiſt that laughs at Hell, is at the 
fame time forc'd to tremble at it. If therefore the Plea- 
ſures of Beaſts are at leaſt equal, and Troubles leſs, we 
_ juſtly conclude, even in this Point, they are more 
appy. | 
158 true, neither Beaſts nor Men have found a Recipe 
againſt Death, but then they march off without Concern, 
and receive the Blow without Reluctancy, becauſe with- 
out Knowledge ; but this parting Pang hangs cruelly in 
our Heads, and ſometimes dyes them gray before the Age 
of Twenty. For after all, it's an unpleaſant Reflection, 
that we muſt ſink into a State of Inſignificancy, and be- 
come cumberſome to our ſelyes, and unacceptadle to 
others; that we muſt grow leſs and leſs, and fall away by 
Inches. In fine, that though we nurſe up continually the 
Decays of Nature, Death will be too hard for Doctors 
and Surgeons, and tear us from the Enjoyments of all 
| Os thoſe. 
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thoſe ſenſual Objects, in which we place our Requiem. 
So that I muſt conclude, that ſeeing Beaſts, in your Sup- 


poſition, are more happy than Men, it's better to be a 


Beaſt than a Man. 

The Conſequence is ſhameful, beyond Scandal, and 
a Man muſt be weary or ignorant of the Dignity of 
his Nature to admit it. What does the Happineſs of 
a Horſe deſerve Envy? Is the Puniſhment of Nebzchad- 
zezZzar become an Ornament to the whole Species? Such 
a Creature ſhould be thrown below his Kind, and con- 
3 to wander on the Mountains with Bears and 

ions. 

Athymius. You have held forth with much Emphaſis 
upon the Happineſs of Beaſts, and Calamities of Man; 
but you flagin your Inference: For who would chuſe ra- 
ther to be a Stone, than the moſt wretched Man that 
ever breathed ? Yet thoſe brave Ages are out of reach of 


Fits of the Gout, and uncapable to receive uneaſy Im- 


preſſions. 

FEuſebius. Were I ſure my Soul was mortal, I fhould 
chuſe rather to remain in a State of Nothing, than to be 
miſerable; for I can't underſtand why Being is better than 
not Being; only becauſe in one State we have agreeable 
Senſations, and none in the other; and I declare that 
Exiſtence without Pleaſure here, or hereafter, is no Fa- 
vour, and with Torment a Burthen; and were I ſure ne- 
ver to be pleaſed, I ſhould wiſh my ſelf into Nothing, 
and pray for Annihilation: For to maintain that a mile- 
rable Being is preferable to no, Being, or no ſenſible Be- 
ing, is the wildeſt Theſis that Folly can abet, and I believe 
the braveſt Champions of this ſtrange Paradox may be 
racked, or even baſtinado'd out of the Error. 

Athymias. Suppoling Beaſts equal Men in the Percep- 
tion of agreeable Senſations, are leſs ſubject to unplea- 
ling ones, yet they are void of Reaſon. This Advantage 
is proper to Man; and, I muſt tell you, one Grain of 
Science weighs more than a Tun of ſenſual Satisfaction; 
this diſcovers the Beauty of Virtue, and the Deformity 
of Vice, and throws before the Will a thouſand Reaſons 
toembrace that, and hate this: A virtuous Man, tho' 
miſerable, walks in a higher Sphere, than the moſt hap- 

y Beaſt, Who would not charge up to a Cannon's 
Mouth for a good Caule, and rather expoſe his 325 
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than deſert Juſtice ? I would rather give up my Body to 
a T yrant, than betray a Friend, and die Innocent, than 


live a Traytor: It's worth coming into the World to go 


virtuouſly out of it. A Man whoſe Virtue will bear the 
Trial of Pain, without ſhrinking upon the Torture, is 
more happy than a Debauchee upon the Throne. Suffer- 
ing renders not a Man bad, or unhappy, but the Cauſe; 
Reaſon pronounces the Tyrant miſerable that murthers 
Innocence, not the Hero that dies for it. Seeing there- 
fore Beaſts are below thoſe noble Qualities, Wiſdom 
and Virtue, I muſt conclude, that the moſt wretched 
Man is more happy, than the moſt fortunate Beaſt; and 
therefore it's better to be a Man than a Beaſt. 

Euſeb. You harangue upon the Excellence of Science 
like a Peripatetick, and huff upon Virtue like a Stoick 
I never read Seneca de contemnenda morte, but, methinks, 
I hear a Coach and Six rattle in the Street; they both 
make a majeſtick Noiſe, and almoſt fright and pleaſe at 
the ſame Time. 

Science, no doubt, is a fine Thing, and Virtue a bet- 
ter ; but if we ſuppoſe no future State, their Price muſt 
fall, and the Purchaſe of both will never pay the Char- 
ges of a hundred Objects that fall within the Sphere of 
our Knowledge; few pleaſe us, many are indifferent, and 
moſt torment us. Is it ſo diverting an Entertainment to 
reflect, that Friends betray me, and Enemies perſecute 
me? That wiſe Men ſcorn, and Buffoons burleſque me? 
Were we void of Knowledge, how ſhould we languiſh 
under Hope, or fret under Defire? How ſhould we lie 
open to the Aſſaults of Fear, or groan under the Pangs of 
Deſpair ? It's certain, in your Scheme, this mighty Pre- 
rogative would rather deſerye the Name of a Curſe, than 
of a Bleſſing; for though it made us greater, it would 
render us more unhappy. i 

Courage, Fidelity, and Virtue are great Advantages, 
even upon the Rack, in Suppoſition of the Soul's Immor- 
tality, and Innocence in Flames is preferable to Guilt in 
Power and Pleaſure ; for this leads us to an eternal Mi- 
ſery, and thoſe to everlaſting Happineſs; for certainly, 
that Creature is far removed from a State of Happinets, 
that muſt account for a criminal Satisfaction in Fire and 
Brimſtone ; and he deſerves not the Name of miſerable, 
who paſſes through a ſho:rt-liv'd Martyrdom into a perpes 
tual Refreſhment, QO 2 But 
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But then, if our Souls ſink into nothing, when our 
Bodies fall into the Grave, Vice has all the Advantage 
over Virtue ; for that brings preſent Pleaſure, this Pain ; 
and then in the other World, the one fears no Puniſh- 
ment, and the other expects no Reward. So that neither 
K nowledge, nor the Practice of Virtue, add a Grain of 
Happineſs to Man, if his Soul be mortal}. 

But, what do we talk of Virtue? It's a Chimera in 
your Hypotheſis ; you deftroy not only the Thing, but 
the very Powers of it. Can Choice ſpring from Fate, or 
Virtue from Neceſſity; how can we be Maſters of our 
Actions, when we are not of our Souls? Andif theſe are 
nothing but a Mixture of Matter and Motion, where is 
Liberty to act or not act, and by conſequence Virtue? 
For who deſerves Blame for what he could not avoid, or 
Praiſe for following the Impulſe of Neceſſity? | 

Athymins. You may flouriſh on the Happineſs of 
Beaſts, and the Miſeries of Man, till Doom's-day, but you 
will never perſuade me to truck Nature with an Aſs. 

Euſebias. For all that, Sir, Men of your Principles 
generally make good Progreſs in the Art of Transformati- 
on. I knew ſome at Twenty, that became Centaurs, 
half Beaſts, half Man. Reaſon declared them Men, the 
| Abutes of it Aﬀes ; Intemperance Swine, and Lewdneſs 
Goats or Baboons. | 

Athymius. Reaſon ends when Raillery begins. You 
have drain'd the Subject, for 1 perceive Senſe runs low, 
tet us ſtart another Argument. 

| The Second Proof. 

Euſebius. If Man's Soul be mortal, his ſummum bo- 
num mult confiſt in the Pleaſures of the Body, in the 
Satisfaction of the Senſes: For ſeeing his Nature is 
wholly material, like that of Beaſts, his End cannot be 
different. Whence it follows, that as Man's Happineſs 
and Perfection riſe with his Brutality ; and that he fits in 
the heizht of his Greatneſs, when he appears as little as 
Lewdneis can make him; the Reaſon is, becauſe every 
thing is in the full State of its Perfection, when united 
10 its laſt End; then its Capacities are filled, and this 
Society lays afleep both the Unquietneſs of Deſire, and 
the tormenting Impreſſions of Hope or Fear, If there 
fore the Pleaſures of Senſe are Man's ultimate Happinels, 
the more he indulges, the more happy he is, and we 
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perfect. Wherefore our King and Parliament ſhould 
call in all thoſe Laws, that diſcountenance Vice, and fine 
 Lewdneſs. It was an Act of Injuſtice to make *em, and 
is of Cruelty to execute em; they ſcare Men from their 
Duty, and fitght them from their ſummum bonum; they 
ſtizmatize thoſe Actions with Shame that deſerve Ap- 
plauſe, and canonize Sobriety and Self-denial, with ſuch 
as call for Infamy; for certainly it's laudable to proſecute 
our laſt End with the utmoit Care and Diligence ; for this 
we came into the World: The Purſuit of it is our Duty, 
and its Poſſeſſion the Topof our Felicity; therefore Rapes, 
Adulteries, Inceſts, and all thoſe Pleaſures that ſmooth 
the Organ, and oblige the Body, are.exempt from Prohi- 
bition; they have nothing ill but what is thrown on em 
by Prejudice, Education, and Miſtake. 

But this is not all, for Reaſon tells me, my ſovereign 
Good is preferable to all others, and that I may comply 
with any Means to purchaſe it: If therefore it be placed 
in the ſenſual Operations of this Life, to conſerve it, I 
may ſwear pro and con, blaſpheme God's Goodneſs, and 
abjure his Being. I may ſheer off from one Religion to 
another, profeſs all, and believe none, to fence againſt 
Death. Muſt not that Doctrine be monſtrous in it ſelf, 
that is ſo flamingly impious in its conſequences? It's a 
Spawn of Hell; I wonder it infects not the Air, and 
turns all into Plague and Poiſon, 

Athymius. Under Favour, theſe Inferences flow. from 
Miſtake, not from the Mortality of the Soul. x 

Enſebins. From Miſtake! if the Soul be material, 
muſt not its ſupream Felicity conſiſt in the Fruition of 
ſome Temporal, ſome ſenſual Object? 

Athymins. Some Philoſophers are of this Opinion. 

Euſebius, It is therefore lawful to poſtpone any inferior 
Good to the Supream, to hazard all Acceſſaries, to en- 
ſure the Principle. | | 

Athymins, What then? 

Euſebius. Why, I may at any rate conſerve Life, if 
in Danger; for this is the Baſis, the Foundation of Hap- 
pineſs; ſo that if a Tyrant commands me to deny God, 
with a Piſtol in one Hand, and a Sword in the other, I 
may comply without Offence to my Maker, or Scandal 
to my Neighbour ; and than your Crimes minsrum genti- 
um, upon the ſame Account, mult ſtand for Virtue, 

O O 3  Aihymins. 
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Athymius. You miſrepreſent my Doctrine, and expoſe 
it in ſo monſtrous a Dreſs, to hollow in the Rabble upon 
me. I tell you therefore once more, it's more noble to 
die a Man, than to live an Impoſtor; For, as I ſaid, 
Man's ultimate Felicity conſiſts in the Practice of Virtue, 
and his Miſery in the Exerciſe of Vice: Now in the fore- 
mentioned Circumſtances, we muſt give up our Carcaſs 
to Fire and Faggot, rather than ſecure it by a Crime; 
for of two Evils, Reaſon tells me, I muſt chuſe the leaſt; 
' now it's a leſs to-refign Life, than to forfeit our Happi- 

neſs, that conhſts in. Virtue, by Thefts, Murthers, or 
Adulteries. | | — 

Euſebius. No more of Virtue as you love Senſe; in 
your Scheme, it's nothing but Sound and Viſion. - 

 Athymizs. Though the Soul be mortal, ſome Actions 
may, I preſume, conform to, the Dictates of right 
Realon, and others deform. | 

Euſebius. To the Dictates of Divine Reaſon, but not 
of Man's; for Reaſon in your Hypotheſis muſt be filed off 
the Liſt of our Prerogatives: This glorious Quality ſinks 
into bare Inſtinct, and nothing claſhes with any innate 
Principle that obliges Senſe. | 

Beſides, though ſome Actions were deform, and others 
conform to right Reaſon ; yet thoſe could not be worthy 
of Blame, nor theſe of Praiſe, becauſe an Agent com- 
pounded of Matter and Motion acts by Impulſe and Ne- 
ceſſity, and by conſequence can neither practiſe Virtue 
nor Vice. | | 

But ſuppoſing him capable of Virtue, yet we ſhall find 
it a leſs Evil to deſert Virtue, than to die in its DNefente ; 
for if the Soul be mortal, Veath is deſtitute of the very 
Appearance of Good; it ſtrips a Man not only of Happi- 
neſs, but of the very Hope of retrieving the Misfortune, 
for it throws him into a State of Nothing. Now Sin, in 
your Theology, corrects the Evil with ſome Grains of 
(Good; it preſerves Life, the Baſis of Happineſs, and tho 
it ſtops the Stream of Felicity you place ia Virtue, it 
does not drain it; he may riſe after his Fall, and ſo re- 
cover his loſt Happineſs: Death therefore being the greateſt 
Evil, he may purchaſe the Continuation of Life at the 
Expence of Honour, Honeſty, and Conſcience. 
 Athym, Death for the Defence of Virtue, has nothing 
eyil but Fancy; bear off the ghaſtly Vizours, and #7 
r Wk. ; ; x : W 
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will diſcover nothing but Charms: Can Imagination 


frame a Sight more raviſhing than a Hero that declares 


for Virtue on the Scaffold, that dares be honeſt in ſpight 


of Torments? Such a noble Cauſe melts an expiring 
brave Soul into Tranſport and Extaſy; it overſets his 
Faculties with Pleaſure, and drowns them in an Ocean of 
Delight: To ſoar above the common Impreſſions of Fear 
is a noble Flight, and to laugh in the Face of Torm:n's, 
a beautifying Piece of Courage. 
Euſeb. For all that, you will give me leave to tell you, 
J admire more your Martyr's Stupidity, than his Bravery; 
and I am apt to believe, he would reſign you all his Plea- 
ſure, if you wquld take his Pain into the Bargain. But 
ſuppoſe he overflows with Delight in this critical Mo- 
ment, he flaſhes into nothing the next. What Propor- 
tion therefore is there between the loſs of Life that is eter- 
nal, and the Satisfaction of a Moment? If therefore the 
Soul be mortal, Vice, with Pleaſure, is preferable to Vir- 


tue without Reward, and by conſequence your Hero dies 


rather worthy of Pity than Applauſe; becauſe he chuſes 
Death void of all Good, before Life the Baſis of all Hap- 
pineſs, and ſo croſſes manifeſtly upon that Statute, by 
which the preſent Controverſy is tried. Of tuo Evils the 
beſs is to be choſen. 


an 


LEES catch ai . · VI" - — a — — 


DAZU 
If Man's Soul be mortal, he has no laſt End. 


AthymTHeſe Arguments ab abſurdo, are ill featured, 

they raiſe more Duſt than Light, and rather 
puzzle than convince ; give me a direct Proof that the 
Soul is immaterial, and I fling up the Cauſe. 

Euſeb. Abſurdities are the Spawn of Falſhood, not of 
Truth; and when the Sequel is abſurd, the Theſis can- 
not be reaſonable; if therefore a conſequence of the 
Soul's Mortality cut upon the known Truth, the Tenet it 
ſelf muſt be erroneous. Theſe Arguments then are well 
complexioned, and fit for the Poſt I aſſign them ; they 
ſpring Evidence, and fluſh Conviction; Obſtinacy may 
withſtand them, but Reaſon cannot: However, give me 

| Qo 4 leave 
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leave to explain another Inference of your Opinion, and 
then I will come to thoſe Proofs you call for. 

Surely, you are not ſo great a Stranger to your own 
Deſires, as not to feel an Inclination to be happy; this 
Paſlion is Hereditary to the whole Species; it accompa- 
mies us in all Stations, and even to the Death- bed, when 
all other Appetites either ſleep or expire, this grows more 
keen and ravenous: Now, why has Nature ſtampt on 
our Souls ſuch a longing after Happineſs? Why has it in- 
flamed us with ſo fond a Paſſion, that we court it under 
a thouſand Diſguiſes? Why has it equip'd us for Con- 
queſt, if Victory be impoſſible? Certainly at our Crea- 
tion, God never intended to treat us like April Fools, by 
ſending us on Adventures that muſt end, not only in 
Diſappointment, but Affliction. 

All Philoſophers take it for a Poſtulatum, that natura 
ui agit fruſtra; if therefore Nature never acts in vain, 
the carking Defire of Happineſs that haunts us from the 
Cradle to the Coffin, may be ſatiated by the Fruition of 
ſore Object. I ſay ſatiated, for Happineſs cannot be 
compleat whilſt we defire what we do not poſſeſs, or 
fear to be diſcarded of what we enjoy; for Deſire implies 
want in the very Notion, and Fear a Poſſibility of want, 
and both ſuppoſe Uneaſineſs and Diſſatis faction, and by 
_ conſequence exclude Felicity. 

Now it's evident, nothing in this World is able to ſa- 

tiate the Heart of Man, the Poſſeſſion never anſwers Ex- 
pectation; the moſt promiſing Enjoy ments languiſh upon 
xperience, and ſleep upon the Senſes ; we rowl from the 
Poſſeſſion of one Object, to the Defire of another; diſſa- 
tisfied in all States, content in none. Alexander the 
* could neyer put any Bounds to his Ambition, 
though he did to his Conqueſts; his Defires widen'd 
with his Dominions, and when he had almoſt conquer- 
ed one World, his Pride would have attempted the Con- 
queſt of a I houſand; the prodigious Treaſures of the Eaſt 
could not ſtop his Avarice ; his Wiſhes were as prodigal 
as his Largeſſes: So that his wants ran higher than his 
Revenue, though he had ten Millions of Talents, he 
poſſeiſs'd nothing, becauſe he defired more; his Pleaſures 
of Senſe kept pace with thoſe of his Power ; yet, after all, 
he was not happy, becauſe diſſatisfied, 


Now 
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Now if mighty Princes who walk on Crowns, and 
tread on Silver, who have Power to command Pleatures, 
and a Fund to ſupport them, feel the Points of Thorns 
on Beds of Roſes, the Pangs of Want in the Arms of 
Plenty, Crofles in Succeſs, and Diſappointment in their 
molt fortunate Enterprizes, muſt we not pronounce them 
miſerable in the very height of their Felicity? And if it 
can be found neither in Empire, Riches, nor Senſuality, 
nor in all together, muſt we not conclude Man's ſumm um 
bonum dwells in a ſuperior Region; and that we muſt 
ore this World before we can enter upon the Poſſeſſion 
Of it:! 

In a Word, the Deſire of Happineſs is ingrafted in our 
Nature, it may therefore be attained, becauſe it's impoſ- 
ſible Men ſhould be born with a natural Tendency to a 
Chimera; there is no meeting it in this World, therefore 
we muſt expect it in the other; our Souls therefore ſur- 
vive our Bodies, and if for one Moment, they muſt re- 
main eternally ; for without this perpetual Duration 
there can be no Content, becauſe no Security. 

Athymius. I own Philoſophers have been at a Plunge 
to aſſign this ſummum bonum of Man: Some have ſeated 
it on the Pinnacle of Honour; others have placed it in the 
Pleaſures of the Body ; but the firſt is too thin, too airy, 
and too precarious to ſatiate a reaſonable Soul; and the 
ſecond too brutal. I am inclined to fix it with Ariſtotle, 
in the Satisfaction of our moſt noble Faculty, that has 
no Dependance on Fortune, nor lies within the Reach of 
Caſualties: Now it's agreed on all Sides, that nothing 
comes up to the Underſtanding, therefore our Felicity 
muſt conſiſt in the Satis faction of this glorious Faculty. 

. Exſeb. But where ſhall we chop upon this beatifying 
Object? | 3 

Athym, The ſtately Machine of the World will furniſh 
us a large Proſpect of Contemplation and Pleaſures. I 
can never contemplate the Beauty of the Firmament, 
the fine Subordination of the celeſtial Orbs, their vari- 
aus, yet regular Circumvolutions, but I find my ſelf in 
Rapture and Extaſy. Sometimes I dive into Cauſes, 
and conſtrue Virgil by Experience, Felix qui potuit re 
rum cognoſcere cauſas : When my Underſtanding is po- 
ſeg, I ſtep over the Difficulty, and am even charm'd 
with my Ignorance ; for a nonplus has its W 

| | an. 
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and there is a Charm in knowing we are ignorant of 
ſomething. 5 

Euſeb. This Contemplation is indeed a handſome Di- 
verſion, but a lean Eelicity; and I am apt to think it's 
far more capable to puzzle than to content; for alas, we 
furvey thoſe Objects that are at hand through Miits, and 
thoſe that are remote through falſe Proſpectives: So that 
our Ignorance extends wider than our Knowledge, and 
our Intellect is rather haraſs'd with Doubts, and alarm'd 
with Suſpicions, than regal'd with ſtaunch Demonſtration. 
Now I ſuppoſe Ignorance rather frets the Underſtanding 
than ſatiates it; Doubts rack it, and Suſpicions clap it 
on the Torture: How then can this fine Contemplation 
you talk of lay aſleep all our Deſires, and place us in a 
ſtate of Repoſe ? 

But 24ly, If Hunger ravage my Stomach, and Penury 
my Purſe; if I tug at an Oar, will Contemplation ſilence 
Appetite? Or fill my Purſe? Or knock off my Chains? 
Alas, Sir, theſe Miſeries fit hard upon a Man in ſpight of 
Speculation, and muſt be removed by ſome more effec- 
tual Means than Knowledge. | 

3a), All the World cannot whip and ſpur for Oxford 
and Cambridge; ſome have no Wit for Studies, ſome no 
Inclination, and others no Leiſure; Clowns find upon 
Experiment, that Action turns to better account than Spe- 
cCulation, and you will never perſuade them to truck the 
Spade for Ariſtotle or Archimedes, - 

Again, Women, I ſuppoſe, may lay ſome claim ta 
Happineſs as well as Men; muſt they alſo leave the Di- 
ftaff to con Plato, and contemplate Nature, whilſt they 
ſhould make Bone-lace? I always ſuppos'd the ſupream 
Felicity of every Individual was the ſame with that of the 
whole Species; but no, it varies with Conſtitutions and 
Employments; and you treat the Sex in England with as 
little Ceremony as the Bozzees in Fapan, who diſcard 
them of all Title to Happineſs ; but this is to poſtpone 
the Scripture to Pomponatius; to rely more on the Reve- 
ries of an Atheiſtical Pedant, than on the Authority of 
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DIALOGUE 3 
The Soul is immaterial. 


Euſch. Y OV called for direct Proofs of the Immateri- 


_ ality, I muſt comply with your Deſire. 
15 

Man is a free Agent, and by conſequence his Soul 
draws not its Origin from Matter. Sure you will not 
oblige me to prove a thing fo clear, fo evident. We ex- 
perience this Liberty in our Actions; we may continue 
the preſent Diſcourſe or interrupt it: I am not neceſſita- 
ted to ſpeak, nor you to hear me. Upon this Perſua- 
ſion of Freedom, Commerce is carried on, and Govern- 
ment founded: Who would truſt a Neighbour, were he 
not perſuaded Honeſty were in his Power? And why 
ſhould a Murderer leave his Life on a Gibbet if the 
Crime was unavoidable? In fine, why do all Common- 
wealths diſcourage Vice by Puniſhments, and encourage 
Virtue by Rewards, but upon this univerſal Perſuaſion 
| _ Man is a free Agent ? This being premiled, I argue 
thus. 

Liberty is a Power to act and not act, ,uwhen all things pre- 
required for Action are ready; for no Creature can be con- 
cerved free that is antecedently determined to one fide of 
a Contradiction. Now if there be a Power in Man, that 


can ſuſpend an Action, when all things pre-required are 


preſent, its Action depends not upon any Diſpoſition ei- 
ther in the Object or Organ; and. by conſequence, it 


muſt be independent of Matter; but if the Action be in- 


dependent, the Power it ſelf muſt be ſo alſo; for no 
Operation can be more perfect than its Cauſe. 


If you fay the Will is not determined by it ſelf, but 


by the Charms of ſome apparent Good, or ſome material 
Diſpoſi tions in or without the Organ, you overthrow the 
very Notion of Liberty; for then it can no more abſtain 
from Action, than the Eye, when all things neceſſary 
for Viſion are preſent. Seeing therefore Man is ſuppoſed 
free, and that Freedom is incompatible with a Deter- 
mination that proceeds from any previous Diſpoſition in 
Matter, yet we muſt conclude it determines it ſelf, and 
by conſequence is independent of Matter, i. g. im- 
material. | 


To 
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To expoſe this Truth in a greater Light, do we net 
ſometimes mortify the Inclinations of Fleſh, and hold in 
the Tendency of Appetite? How many tie up their Bo- 
dies to Chaſtity in ſpight of Solicitations? Suppreſs the 
Sallies of Intemperance by Abſtinence, and of Drunken- 
neſs by Sobriety? Now if the Soul depends on the Body, 
it cannot baulk its Inclinations : Can a Horſe reſtrain Ap- 

prog when he ſtands at a full Manger, and faſt in the 
reſence of Provender? Alas, poor Creatures, their Souls 
and Bodies are made of the ſame Stuff; and ſo thoſe have 
no Superiority, nor Juriſdiction over theſe: In all their 
Flights and Purſuits they follow the Direction of Senſe ; 
whatever glides ſmoothly upon the Organ, the Soul em- 
braces, and whatever grates upon it raiſes its Averſion. 

What material Diſpoſition could force St. Lawrence 
rather to broil on a Grid-Iron, than to apoſtatize from his 
Religion? They all banded againſt his Reſolution ; Senſe 
per uaed him to relent, and his Body ſunk under the 

iolence of Torments; yet his great Soul was deaf to the 
Clamours of Senſe; it ſacrific'd the Body to conſerve its 
Innocence. You may as ſoon perſuade me that Tce can 
burn, and Fire freeze, as that a material Principle can 
thus act contrary to the Diſpoſitions of Matter; but St. 
Lawrence did, and thouſands beſides; therefore there is 
in Man a Principle that determines it ſelf, and conſe- 
quently independent of Matter. | 


; 
If the Soul be material, all Pleaſure muſt be conveyed 
unto it by the Channel of ſome Senſe; no agreeable Per- 
ception can come at it, but by the Mediation of corporeal 
Organs ; but the Soul is capable of Delight, that has no 
Influence on Senſe, that refides wholly in the Under- 
ſtanding ; thus the Diſcovery of a Truth diſtracted Ar- 
chimedes, and he demonſtrated himſelf almoſt out of his 
Wits; he was not able to bear the Impreſſion of Joy, but 
over-ſet with the affecting Charms of his caſual Diſ- 
covery, he leap'd out of the Bath, and ran naked 
through the Streets, without any Regard to Age or 
Decency. | TY 
Now, what plunged this Mathematician's Soul into 
ſuch an Ocean of Delight? Nothing but a new-found 
Truth, ſo proper to the Underſtanding, that no Senſe. 
could pretend any Share in it; it came not within the 
Reach 
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Reach of the Eye, or Smell, it was too airy to be finger-, 
ed ; and I believe a thouſand Demonſtrations, though 
never ſo high-ſeaſoned, would prove a meagre Regale to 
the Palate. Seeing therefore a material Soul can receive 
no agreeable Senſation, but from an Impreſſion ſtamp'd 
on ſome Senſe; and that the Pleaſure of Archimedes was 
not the Object of any Senſe, we muſt conclude it reſi- 
ded in the Soul, without Dependance on any Senſe, and 
by conſequence that his Soul was immaterial. 

Athym. Theſe are a pack of Hackney Arguments, and 
ſent upon all Expeditions; they are a kind of exfans per- 
due, expoſed in every Rencounter ; but after all, they are 
more fit for Appearance than Service. I have not time 
at preſent to diſcover their Weakneſs; in the mean time, 
* the Soul immaterial, why muſt it be immortal? 1 

uſeb. The Arguments I propoſe are ordinary indeed, 1 
and lie in every Man's Way, but they are not leſs con- 7 
cluding, becauſe obvious; all may underſtand them, but | 
no Libertine can anſwer them. You ask me why, from 

Immateriality, I infer Immortality? Give me leave to 1 
put this Queſtion; is the Maſs of Matter, that makes up | 
the World, naturally eternal? Þ 

Athym. Yes. | 4 
Euſeb. Can you prove it? 4 

A:bym. Philofophers, if I am not miſtaken, prove it „ 
thus; God as Author of Nature never withdraws his 
Hand from any Creature but at the Exigence of ſome 
contrary Agent. Now Matter has no contrary ; all the 
operative Qualities in Nature reſide in Matter, and 
though they tall out among themſelves, it enters not into 
the Quarrel, bending to neither fide, it's a Friend to all. 
In fine, being the common Subject of Contraries, it can 
be oppoſite to none, and there lies out of the reach of 
Corruption. 

Euſeb. I receive your Reaſon, but then it anſwers 
your Query ; for if the Soul be immaterial, it muſt be 
ſpiritual ; there is no Mean between theſe two Extreams. 
It cannot be an Accident: For it's agreed on all Hands, 
that Man is a ſubſtantial Compound ; therefore the moſt 
noble Ingredient muſt be a Subſtance. Such is his Soul, 
without doubt, for this entitles him to Reaſon, and ſeats 
him above the Herd. The Soul therefore is a ſpiritual 
Subſtance, that is, a Spirit: Now, no material Agent 

| Can 
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can act upon a Spirit, becauſe it can have no Oppoſition / 
to it; therefore, ſeeing nothing in Nature requires iT 
Deſtruction, it naturally requires to exiſt as well as 
Matter. To, 

Indeed, as God gave it a Being, ſo he can at Pleaſure 
recal the Gift; but then he muſt act as Sovereign, not 
as Author of Nature; for in this Quality he never with- 
draws his conſerving Influence, but at the Exigence of 
ſome contrary Agent ; now the Soul having no contrary, 
God as the Author of Nature muſt conſerve it eternally. 

Aim. Your Arguments, though obvious, make, I 
confeſs, ſome Impreſſion, and though they do not con- 
vince, at leaſt, they perſuade, but the Reſemblance be- 
tween Men and Beaſts hangs cruelly in my Head; they 
are ſo like, that methinks they muſt be made of the 
fame Ingredients: Their Species is propagated by Gene- 
ration, they grow up by Degrees, and receive Nouriſh- 
ment and Increaſe from Meat and Drink; ill Ufage heats 
their Paſſions, Kindneſs cools em; they hear, ſee, ſmell, 
and taſte, and regulate their Actions by the Senſes; they 
lie open to Diſeaſes, and at laſt fink under Age or Mala- 
dy; is not this an exact Picture of Man? Does he not 
make as ignoble an Entrance into the World, and as 
ſhameful an Exit, as the vileſt Inſect? He rolls in Or- 
dure nine Months, and then ſalutes the Light with Tears 
and Clamours ; he begs a Livelihood of all Creatures, 
and courts the very Beaſt for Suſtenance and Cloathing z 
Paſſions grow upon him with Years, Age inſtils Vigour, 
and Malice ſets them on Fire; his Brutality vies with that 
of Bears; and his Cruelty out- runs the rage of Lions; 
' he is furniſh'd with Senſes as well as they, and gives 
' himſelf over to their Direction: If Beaſts languiſh under 
Diſeaſes, is Man exempt from the Inconvenience? They 
both ſtruggle with Diſtempers, diſpute their Poſt, and 
then ſurrender to Death, and what remains but breathleſs 
Carcaſes. Alexander and Bucephalus lie on the fame Le- 
vel, the Duſt of the Emperor has no Privilege above 
that of the Horſe. Seeing therefore Beaſts are mortal, 
why muſt we inveſt Man with Immortality? A Reſem- 
blance of Operations ſuppoſes a Likeneſs of Principles; 
and when#the Effects are equal, it's azAinſt Rea ſon to 


make the Cauſes unequal, 


Euſeb. 
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Euſeb. In the firſt place, your Argument proves as 

ſtrongly the Immortality of Beaſt's Souls, as the Morta- 
lity of Man's. | 

Athym. Nay, then Pll forſwear diſputing. 

Euſeb. Would all Gentlemen take the ſame Reſolution, 
Religion would be more regarded among us, and the Ci- 
vil Government leſs divided; for wholoever diſputes Arti- 
_ cles of Faith, believes none; and it's a general Remark, 
that thoſe who eternally enter upon Controverſy, give 
more Evidence of Infidelity than Wit: This is, if Iam 
not miſtaken, your Argument; there is a moſt perfect 
Reſemblance between Men and Beaſts; both as to the 
Neceſſity of dying, and to all the apparent Sequels of 
Death; but Beaſts die entirely, therefore Men die en- 


- 


tirely. 
3 1 Lo ; 
Euſeb. Let us now turn the Tables; zhere 1s a moſt 


' perfect Reſemblance between Men and Beaſts, both as to 
che Neceſſity of Dying, and to all the apparent Sequels of 
Death; but Men die not entirely, therefore Beaſts die not 
entirely. 

Athym. Under Favour, you obtrude a wretched So- 
phiſm for a ſtaunch Reaſon ; my Argument ſtands upon an 
avowed Principle, whilſt yours ſuppoſes the Queſtion we 
contend for: It's agreed on both ſides, the Souls of Beaſts 
are mortal; if therefore there appear an exact Conformi- 
ty between them and Men, in the whole Series of their 
Life, and Sequel of their Death, I may very philoſophi- 
cally infer Men's Souls are mortal, ſeeing we both agree 
thoſe of Beaſts are; but you cannot conclude the Immor- 
3 Beaſt's Souls from that of Men, for this lies un- 
der Debate; we are in queſt of this Prerogative, and can- 


not determine whether Man owes his Claim to Nature, 
or Flattery, or Viſion: The Conſequence therefore 


draws from one conteſted Antecedent is illegal; it nei- 
ther helps the Opponent, nor foils the Defendant. 
Euſeb. The Queſtion is not what I believe, but what 
| the can reaſonably conclude preciſely from the Reſem- 
lance between Men and Beaſts. I ſay, you can no more 
infer the Mortality of human Souls, than the Immorta- 
lity of thoſe of Beaſts. We ſee the one and the other die, 
but the Senſe is unable to bring any News of the Soul, 


though you ſend them on Diſcoveries; If you venture up- 
| on 
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on a Diſſection of their Bodies, you may come at the 
Diſtemper that carried them off: But you will meet with 
no Symptoms of Mortality or Immortality; and there- 
fore ſtanding to the bare Reſemblance, your Argument 
Bas no Advantage over mine. | 

But I acknowledge, ſay you, that the Souls of Beaſts 
are mortal; but then remember, I believe thoſe of Men 
to be immortal. If therefore you abandon the Reſem- 
blance, and caſt the Cauſe upon my Authority; rely upon 
it, in ond Caſe as well as in the other: If it is of no weight 
for the Immortality of Man's Soul, why ſhall it enter in- 
to the Proof of the Mortality of Beaſts? 

If the Reaſons with which I eſtabliſh the Mortality of 
the Souls of Beaſts, prove the Mortality of thoſe of Men, 
you come up to the Point; in this Caſe my Reaſons might. 

help on your Argument, but not by Authority; but alas, 
Sir, the Reaſons for the one fide have no relation to thoſe 
of the other: I hoſe that maintain the Mortality of Beaſts 
are foreign to Man, and would remain in their full 
Strength though he were not in Being. 

To draw to an end, I grant the Souls of Beaſts are 
mortal, and that there is a great Reſemblance between 
them and Men; the Queſtion is, what can be legally in- 
ferred from this Similitude ? I fay nothing, but that all 
that is animal in Man dies; his Body dies, his ſenſitive 
and vegetative Life end, and all thote Faculties that de- 
pend on corporeal Organs ceaſe with the laſt Breath. This 
Is a fair Inference, .and all Chriſtians receive it ; but then 
it tops at the animal Part of Man without touching the 
reaſonable, whoſe Being and Operations have no Depen- 
dance upon Matter. 

But you reaſon as ill as you believe, and your Logick 
is of the ſame Stamp with your Tenet. Man, ſay you, 
reſembles Beaſts in thoſe Things that are common to both, 
meerly as they are Auimals; therefore he reſembles in thoſe 
Things that are proper to him as Man, Again, Beaſts ate 
according to the ſenſitive Life, which is eſſential to Aui- 
mals, but Man reſembles Beaſts in that which is eſſential 
to Auimals ; therefore he dies as to the rational Life, whith 
7s not eſſential to Autmals. In fine, Man is mortal as to his 
Bray, therefore he is mortal as to his Soul. If this be Rea- 
ſon, what is Sophiſm? To conclude from a Part of the 
Wile is a Soleciſm in Logick; and to attribute e 
8 thing 
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thing abſolutely, that belongs to it merely per accidens, is 


to defy Reaſon. 


In fine, if there be a great 
Operations of Men, and thoſe of Beaſts, there is as wide a 
difference between others ; if therefore from a Confor- 
mity of Actions you infer a Similitude of Principles, pray 
ſuffer me to conclude a difference of Principles from the 


difference of Actions. 


Refemblance between 


I have already thrown before you ſome human Opera- 
tions that muſt proceed from a Principle wholly different 
from any that is to be found in Beaſts; and to go no fur- 
ther, What is there in Beaſts that bears any Proportion 
to the Underſtanding ? It enters into the very Eſſence, and 
rifles the moſt abſtruſe Receſſes of Nature; it defines, di- 
vides and diſtinguiſhes; its Motion outſtrips the Winds, 
and its Rapidity diſtances Lightnings; in a Word, it em- 
braces the Poles together, and at one intellectual graſp, 
clutches the whole Extent of the Univerſe. Beſides, Man's 
Soul calls all the material Faculties to account, and minds 
the Senſes of their Miſtakes ; it impeaches the Fancy of 
Folly, and laughs at thoſe Mormo's it creates to fright us: 
If it be of the tame Alloy with them, how came it by this 
deſpotick Power? Who commiſſhoned it to call them to 
the Bar, and to pronounce Sentence? View all the Beaſts 
of the Field, and Birds of the Air, and you will not find 
one whoſe Soul pretends to any Superiority, to any Juriſ- 
diction over their Bodies; they follow the Guidance of 
Senſe, and believe the Intelligence of Fancy; they cor- 
rect no Errors, becauſe they perceive none: Survey not 
their paſt Actions, nor conſult upon the future; for their 
Souls drawing their Origin from Matter, they derive all 
their Knowledge from the Senſes, and thus in Nature 
being equal, can exerciſe no Act of Superiority ; for he 
who corrects muſt be more knowing than he who is cor- 
rected, and he who commands than he who is forc'd to 
obey. Seeing therefore the Soul of Man commands the 
material Powers, unmasks the Illuſions of Fancy, and the 
falſe Reports of Senſe, that it judges of Objects not ac- 
cording to the Repreſentations of corporeal Organs, but of 
a ſuperior Principle; it muſt be more noble than Senſe, 
ſuperior to Imagination, independant of Matter, and con- 


ſequently immaterial. 


Pp 


Athym, 
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Arhym. Well, Sir, we have waded into the Depth of 
the Controverſy, it's time to retire : Your Arguments 
look fair without; at my leifure I will examine whether 
. are ſound within. | 

#ſeb. It's ſtrange that Men who build their Infidelity 
upon Conjectures will yield to nothing but Evidence: 
hy ſo much Caution againſt Truth, and fo little againſt 
Error? Is it ſo much your Intereſt to be in the Wrong, 
and ſuch a Grievance to be in the Right? Spend ſome 
cool Thoughts upon the Matter; ſpem ac metum exa- 
mina, confront your Hope with your Fear; examine 
what you ſhall gain if your Soul be mortal, what you will 
loſe if immortal; if immortal you forfeit all, if mortal 
nothing. If therefore the Queſtion were merely problema- 
tick, you ſhould ſtand for that Side that promiſes more, 
and threatens leſs; & quoties tncerta erunt omnia tibi fave, 
if I am not miſtaken Lal never deplore my Error, nor 
even perceive it; but alas, Sir, if you are in the Wrong, 
you will once diſcover yours, and always deplore it, but 
never retrieve your Misfortune. | 

The Arguments of Euſebius made ſome Impreſſion on 
the Gentleman, and this ſhort Reflection more; but the 
diſmal end of that Arch- Atheiſt Theomachus finiſh'd his 
Converſion; ſo that J may ſay the Gentleman was rather 
ſcared than argued into a Senſe of his Duty. Euſebius 
received in the nick of time an exact Account of that un- 
fortunate Gentleman's Death from a Friend in Town ; 
and it's fo remarkable in all its Circumſtances, that God 
ſeems to have permitted it for the Inſtruction of Poſteri- 
ty, and to convince Libertines, that he not only puniſhes 
their Impieties in the next World, but often in this. 
Euſebius read the Letter as follows. | 


HonoOURED SIR, | | 

PE rmit me to interrupt your Retirement with a ſhort Ac- 
count of a deplorable Accideut: Your Antagoniſt Theo- 
machus #s no more; Divine Vengeance has ↄvertaten his Im- 
pietiet, and made his Puniſhment no leſs aſtoniſhing than his 
Crimes; he left ibe World a Convert indeed, but not a Pent- 
tent; for though he diſowned Atheiſm, he retained the Sin, 
and delivered himſelf into the Hands of God's Fuſt1ce, be- 
cauſe he deſpaired of his Mercy : So that owe would think be 
acknowledged a Cod mere ly to provoke him; for by * his 
| WE, ercy 
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Mercy to be infinite, he forc'd him to exert his Fuſtice, and 
dared him to damn him, in ſpite of all his Invitations to 
| Repentance. | | 

That unfortunate Harlot, that ſometime beſore began his 
Ruin, at length compleated it; ſo true it is, that the In- 
ſtruments of our Sins, prove often thoſe of our Puniſhment, 
and that we find our Miſery in thoſe very things in which 
we place our ſupream Felicity: This Creature notwith- 
ſtanding had nothing eee Hl to recommend her, but 
the Liberties of Proſtitute, and the Freedom of her Pro- 
feſſion; unfurmſh'd of one good Quality, ſhe had gleaned 
up all the bad ones of the Sex : In a word, if her Face 
was fair, her Soul was black, her Fore-head of Braſs, and 
her Heart of Steel: However ſhe ſubdued Theomachus, 
and maintained her Conqueſt; he ſurrendered at = 

c 


tion, and to purchaſe her Favour made over his Heart, 


his Eftate, Reputation, and in the end his Soul alſo to this 


Town-Filt ; for ſhe was no better. 

A Friend took Compaſſion of this poor Gentleman, and 
ſuppoſed he might conjure down his Paſſion, by expoſing 
the Lewaneſs of his Idol: But alas, Fheomachus was 
not only enchanted with Charms of her Perſon, but (what 
it more incredible) with thoſe of her Virtue: So that for 


Thanks he returned Curſes, and asked Satisfaction for the 


Advice, inſtead of benefiting himſelf. © 

Nay, Sir, ſaid the Friend, I ſhall ſoon make a Bank- 

rupt, if I give good Counſel and pay for it too. I have 
diſcharged the Duty of a Friend, if you take me for an Ene- 
my who can help it ? My Intention is friendly, and my Coun- 
fel wholſome. Why do you miſconſtrue that, and turn this 
into Poiſon? It's no injury to tell a Friend he is injur d; 
uo Affront to convince him he is affronted: Well, Sir, I 
abandon you to her Mercy, and I am ſure I cannot leave 

you in worſe Company. 

Theomachus acquainted his Miſtreſs with the Paſſage, 
and endenom d hickriend s Diſcourſe with a mortifyingComs 
ment ; ſhe flew out into all the extravagances of Paſſion at 
the recital, and would have melted into ater, had not Re- 
venge ſet all ber Humoars on fire. She would by all Means, 
forfoorh, abandon her Gallant, unleſs he vindicated her Ho- 
nour, promulge his Cowardice, and curſe his Iugratitude. 

Jam informed this was nothing but Artifice and Strata- 
gem : She had been too prodigal of her Favonrs, to be nice 
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of her Reputation, ſhe had long ſince diſcharged both lo- 
moaur and Conſcience, and placed her Glory in the very Cen- 
tre of Infamy, She had plumed poor Theomachus zo fea- 
ther her own Neſt, and was now willing 10 remove him 
out of the way to make room ſor freſh Gallants ; ſo that 
ber Enemies Death was the Pretence, and Theomachus 
ig the real Deſign of her Revenge. | 

This poor Gentleman had no mind to appeal to the Sword 
in Defence of his Miſtreſs ; he knew her Cauſe was as bad 
as his Skill; but however, overcome by her Importunity, he 
ſent a Challenge, and requir d an Anſwer ; this done, 
raiſed more Pity than Anger in his Friend's Breaſt. Theo- 

| Lon, je he, has lived her Slave, he has now a mind 
zo turn Knight-errant, aud die her Martyr : Tears may 
indeed waſh out her Crimes; but all the Blood in his Veins 
is unable to reſtore her Innocence. I have performed 

the Office of a Friend, he provokes me to add that of an 
Enemy; he ſcorns my Counſel, and importunes me for a 
Stab; bat if ill Nature deſerves Reſentment, it ſhall not 
move me to Revenge. 

However, 'T heomachus was oz fire, and the Filt blazed 
it into a Flame, he met his Friend, and drew upon him with 
the Rage of an Enemy, but Fortune declared againſt him as 
well as Fuſtice; the Sword ſlips through his Lungs, and he 
ſpeechleſs to the Ground : Ile was carried home in à Trance, 
and every Body ſuppoſed he breathed his laſt; his Miſs, who 
had been inſtrumental to his Misfortune, was all Sorrow 
without, all Foy within; ſhe wept in ear neſt, but mour ned 
in jeſt, and indeed her Grief appeared tis extravagant to 
be real: Renſon at length returned, aud | heomachus with 
rowling Eyes, and deep Sighs criedout, Where am I? Oh, 
T burn and freeze, Fire and Ice poſt thraugh every Vern 
methinks I feel all the Pains of the Damned. I leave Time 
behind, and ſtaud upon the Brink of Eternity. 

bat, ſays a Gentleman, is then the Soul tmmnrtal? I. 
there a Hell to puniſh Crimes, and a God to inſlict the Pu- 
niſhment ? I thought the Exiſtence of a C was Viſun, 
and of a future State, Fable and Romance. | 

Paſſion, replied Theomachus, concealed thoſe Truths, 

Death diſcovers the Heart may be an Atheiſt, but not Rea- 
fon, What we earneſtly deſire, we eaſily believe: A vebe- 
ment Paſſion ſupplies the place of Demonſtration ;, but now, 
alas, the Proſpect of Death bas laidthoſe Yapours, that in». 
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terpoſed between Time and Eternity; the Curtain ts 
drawn, and I take a full Survey of that boundleſs Ocean 
without Bottom, without Shore. 

The Company overioyed at this unexpected Converſion, 
called a Divine to bring him to a perfect Senſe of his Duty; 
he laid before him all the Motives, Charity and Learning 
were able to ſuggeſt, and preſſed them home with ſuch a 
moving Emphaſis, that ali melted into Tears, beſides the 
unfortunate Gentleman aubom they moſt concerned. 

Sir, ſaid the Divine, your Glaſs is run; few Moments 
divide you from Eternity: Du ſtand upon the laſs Confines 
of Time, and will either fall into the Torments of the Damn- 
ed, or fly up into the never-ending Pleaſures of the Bleſſed. 
Impenitence convey you to Hell, a hearty Repentance into 
Heaven; tho" your Sins are great, God's Mercy is greater; 
ask Pardon, he will not refuſe it; a contrite Soul diſarms 
his Fuſtice, and turns his Severity into Mercy. | 

The fick Man ſhewed more Symptoms of Rage than of 
Repentance at the Diſcourſe, and ſeemed rather ſallen than 
moved with the Exhortation. 

At laſt, Iremember the Time (cry'd he, with a doleful 
Accent) when thoſe Words would have diſſolved me into 
Tears, and ſplit my Heart with Sorrow ; but now, alas, 
my Eyes are drier than a Flint, and my Heart more ob- 
durate than Marble: I ſee my Crimes, and tremble at the 
Proſpect, but cannot deteſt them. | 

If you caſt one Eye, replied the Divine, on the Heinouſ- 
neſs of your Sins, pray turn the other to the Greatneſs of 
God's Mercies; if the one breeds Deſpondence, the other 
| Hope and Confidence: One | have ſinned to the Lord, 
freed David from the Guilt of Adultery and Murder. The 
good Thief mounted the Croſs a Crimmal, and was taken 
down a Saint; yet one memento mei wrought his Change, 
aud raiſed him from Hell to Heaven. Peter, the Favou- 
rite of JESUS CHRIST, baſely diſowned his Maſter, and 
backed Apoſtacy with Oaths and Perjury ; yet no ſooner 
did he deplore his Sin, but Chriſt pronounced his Pardon, 
and received him into his Favour. | 

Theſe Inſtances, good Sir, ſaid T heomachus, come 
not up to my Caſe; they tranſgreſſed their Duty through 
Frailty ; human Infirmity had a greater Share in their 
Falls than Malice ; and thus they ſeem rather worthy of 
Compaſſion than Puniſhment ; but I have not on. vi _—_ 
1 o 
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God's Laws, but flew in his Face; I have defied his Per- 
ſon, and denied his very Being: An Infinite Fuſtice muſt 
chaſtiſe ſuch a flaming Inſolence ; nay, and will; my Sen- 
tence is pronounced, and nothing remains to compleat my 
Miſery but the Execution. 

At leaſt (replied the Divine) ask Pardon! To be damn- 
ed out of a Fear of being damned is extraordinary; God 
has engaged his Word, he will not refuſe his Mercy to 
thoſe who fincerely implore it: He invites, he ſollicits you 
zo accept bis Offer, why will you oblige his Goodneſs to 
abandon you to the diſmal Reſentments of his Fury? Has 
Hell ſueh Charms? Are his Threats ſo inviting, and his 
Pramiſes ſo frightful ? 

The Loſs of Heaven, auſwered T heomachus, bolts Darts 
of Sorrow and Rage through every Artery; and the very 
Apprehenſions of Hell ſtretches my Limbs upon all the 
Racks, all the Tortares of the Damned; methinks I ſeel 
the dire Embraces of thoſe mercileſs Flames, and ſmell the 
Vapours of Fire and Brimſtone. Did I repent, God I know + 
would receive me into his Mercy, but I cannot, I will not. 
Scarce had he finiſh'd this deſperate Harangue, which moved 
the Standers-by to Horror, Indignation, and Compaſſion 
too; but muſtering up all his Forces, he raiſed himſelf up, 
and claſping his Arms about his Miſtreſſes Neck, For thee, 
(ſaid he) alone do I deſire to live; in Defence of thy 
Honour I die, thou haſt been my ſole Happineſs in this 
Life, and I will have no other in the next. Ia this Po- 
flare expired Theomachus, an anhappy Inſtance to him- 
ſelf of God's Judgment upon Atheiſts, but I hope it may 
prove fortunate to others, | 


_ Honoured Sir, 
Your moſt obedient Servant, 


VN. N. 


Euſebius read the Letter with Tears, and the Compa- 
ny heard it with Tranſports of Admiration; all pitied 
the Gentleman's Misfortune, and blamed his Obſtinacy. 
Well, ſaid Achymius, I ſee Atheiſts and Libertines are 
leſs ſatisfied with their Principles than they e 
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they will ſtand for them ſque ad aras, to the Death-bed, 
but then when they ſtep into Eternity, they leave them be- 
hind. If there be a God in the other World, certainly 
there is one In this; and if our Souls are Immortal when 
we die, they are Immortal whilſt we live. Theomachas 
ſwore the Soul into Matter, and hectored God out of 
Being, but could never reaſon them into nothing ; his 
Rhodomontadoes ended in T rembling, and his Laughter 
in Deſpair. God has left his Puniſhment a ſad Memo- 
randum to the Living ; I will profit by his Misfortune, 
and not inſtruct Poſterity by my own. "FLA | 
Euſebius was ſcarce come to himſelf ; the Letter caſt 
him into a melancholy Contemplation of Theomachns's 
Diſaſter, and God's ſevere Juſtice upon the wretched Gen- 
tleman. At length, turning to the Company, Theoma- 
chus, ſaid he, is gone, and his Death anſwers the Te- 
nure of his Life; his Pleaſures have taken Wing, and 
what remains but a Coffin for his Body, and a Lake of 
Fire and Brimſtone for his Soul; he fed high, like the 
rich Glutton, and drank higher ; and as he followed 
his Example in this World, ſo has he met with his Pu- 
niſhment in the other, and now cries loud for a drop of 
Water to refreſh his Tongue, as before for Champaigne to 
oblige Senſuality. Gentlemen! Vanitas Vanitatum & 
omnia Yanitas, all temporal Enjoyments are vain and 
trivial, purchaſed with Pain, poſſeſs'd with Fear, and loſt 
with Regret, they diſguſt a good Man, and are unable 
to ſatiate an ill one; they may glide upon the Organ for 
a time, but cannot ſmooth the Heart ; they fawn upon 
the Senſes, but always give a Stab at parting. There is 
no Pleaſure here but in the Practice of Virtue ; this in- 
deed is worthy the Purchaſe, and will pay Charges with 
Intereſt ; it raiſes a Man above Fear, and diſencumbers 
him of all the uneaſy Pangs of Defire ; it turns a Sin- 
ner into a Saint, it gives himin hand a Title to Heaven, 
and the Poſſeſſion in Remainder. | 
Let us allow ſome time to cool and ſober Thoughts, 
and not make over our whole Lives to Merriment, that 
muſt end in Tears, or unrepented, in never-ending De- 
ſpair. We walk on uneven Ground, and if we ſhut our 
yes, every Step leads us toa Precipice, from which there 
is no return: If Caution can give no Security, into what 
an Aby ſs will Negligence plunge us ? | | 


Take 
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Take up then, Gentlemen, and abandon Lewdneſs be- 
fore it abandons you; turn Neceſlity into Virtue, and 
reſign de bonne Grace, what within ſome Years you muſt 
in ſpight of Reluctance and Oppoſition: There is no 
Kecipe againſt Death, no Protection; its Stroak is ſure, 
and often unforeſeen ; it attacks not ſo much by Vio- 
lence as Stratagem ; and if it ſurprizes us unprovided, 
we are undone forever, for on this Moment depends an 
Eternity: It's eaſy to prevent an eternal Miſery, but im- 
poſſible (when once we are fallen into Hell) to abate the 
Flames, or to extinguiſh them. | 
Oh the deplorable State of a damned Soul! To feel 
always all the Evils, and all together that can be feared. 
What Death! Never to enjoy the leaſt Good that can be 
delired? What Life! To ſuffer always! To deſpair al- 
ways! And never to hope, will be the eternal Employ- 
ment of a Reprobate! How little do Gentlemen be- 
lieve this ſad Truth! How little do they comprehend it 


And this is the Reaſon they fin without Fear, without 


T | 
Oh the Folly of Men, who will not believe till Flames 


conſume their Infidelity, but not their Crimes! Till Re- 
any proves Unprofitable, and their Miſery becomes 
ternal ! 8 
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